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Gentlemen: .

Please find enclosed the Affidavit of Loretta M. Thompson and
Dorothy M. Henry, in connection with their complaint of pre-
judicial and discriminatory practices to which they were sub-
jected at the Union Staticn Coffee Shop in the Union Terminal
Building at Houston, Texas on May 7, 196l.

This facility is owned and operated by James D. Burleson, who
leases the Coffee Shop premises from the Houston Belt and
Terminal Railroad.

Thev request that their Affidavits be treated as informal com-
plaints of violations of 49 U,S.C.A. § 3 (1) by Mr. Burleson
and the owners and operators of the terminal facility, to wit:
The Houston Belt and Terminal Railrcad, and used by the
Missouri Pacific Railroad and cother interstate carriers.

Your advice as to the right of complainants to file a formal
complaint herein is requested and would be appreciated.

Very singerely ,

WASH TON, JEFFERSOIJ & KING

By:

Ge o@;e Wa sPLingt on,r.



THE STATE OF TEXAS X

; 76323

COUNTY OF HARRIS X

Before me, the undersigned Notary Public in and for the County of Harris,
State of Texas on this day personally appeared, Dorothy M. Henry and Loretta
M. Thompscn both of Harris County, Texas, and known to me to be credible
persons and not incapacitated in any way, save and except th~ fact that Loretta
M. Thompson is a minor and is joined herein by her mother, and natural guardian,
Mrs. Ruthie Parker, for purposes of the use of this affidavit in and before the
Interstate Commerce Commission of the United States, who on their caths did
depose and say:

I, DOROTHY M. HENRY was born on Qctober 14, 1538, in New Orleans,
Louisiana. I reside at present with my mother, Mrs. Mary Johnson at 2404 Chew
Street, Houston, Texas, and I,LORETTA M. THOMPSCN was born on July 5, 1941,
and reside at present with my mother, Mrs. Ruthie Parker at 5722 Glenarm,
Houston, Texas. We attend Texas Southern University in Houston, Texas,

We both purchased tickets for Opelousas, Louisiana for § 7.51 each. We
received Missouri Pacific Railroad Company tickets numbered 9333 and 92334 for
passage from Houston to Opelousas. Thereafter, several of our friends from the
University came to the station. Some entered the coffee shop and some stood
around in the waiting room. We entered the Coffee shop at approximately 4:30 P, M,
and took seats at a round table in the corner near the entrance with a Negro
gserviceman in uniform. IIe sat with us a while but was not served, so he left.
There no menus on this table so we sat waiting for a waitress. There were
several other customers in the coffee shop. We had been in the coffee shop
approximately 5 minutes before the cashier, an elderly woman, spoke to an
elderly man who was eating at the counter near our table. She said to him

move down so you want be near these niggers”. The man looked around at her
and at us, but said nothing, neither did he move. She spoke again tc this gentle—
man who is unknown to us and said " They sure are crazy, those niggers.' At
this she moved away and behind the counter.

The cashier then said in a rather loud voice, speaking tc the waitresses who



were near her " looks like they would be ashamed". Shortly thereafter this
cashier went around toc several tables where Negroes were‘seated and Jerked
menus from their hands, in one instance, ripping one into two parts.

Two policemen arrived on the scene and stood around looking at us. The
cashier then left the cafe and stood just aside and conversed with a short
stocky man in a blue suit. This man was accompantied by a woman. The
cashier returned inside and went with a uniformed policeman to the office
and closed the door. No one had said anything to us up to this time. The
cashier came out again and left the policeman inside the office. She closed
the door behind her. At about 5:45 P,M. a policeman with a camera arrived,
and began taking pictures of the customers in the cafe. 15 minutes later a
policeman with a white cap came in and walked all over the cafe looking.
Shortly thereafter the manager of the cafe came in and several of the Negroes
got up and left the cafe. The manager, Mr. Burleson, walked around the cafe,
talked with the policemen and just stood arcund for quite some time. The entire
time we were there customers came in were served and left.

At about ten minutes after 6 P. M. a policeman asked Mr. Burleson, the
manager, if he was going to ask us to leave. He replied " I'm not going to
ask them to leave, just arrest them and get them out of my place. I don't
have to ask them, but since there are just two, I'll ask". He then turmed to
us and said I own this place, and I don't have to serve yvou if I don't want to.
I own this place and you won't be served, now get up and leave. We said
nothing, he turned to the police and said, 'now see, arrest them. Houston
Police Station arriving at about 6:30, on Sunday. We were photographed, search-
ed and required to give our names and addresses., We were then taken to a cell on
the 6th floor and they told us we were being held. We requested permission to
use the telephone and they refused us. We remained in this cell for several hours
and finally when the matrons were changed, we told the relief, that we had not
been able to use the telephone. 8She permitted us to use the telephone and we

calied our parents and told them we were in jail.



During this time Loretta was senlt down to the 5th floor to talk to a man who
identified himself as a Houston Post Reporter. He asked me several questions
about where we were going and for what purpose we were going to Opelousas
and why we went into the afe. I answered all of his questions as best I could.
Later on , we were finger printed. The cells in this jail were dirty and cold. At
3 A.M. the matron thold us that we had not been charged with anything. We
were later transferred over to the County jail at about 5 A. M. We were released
on $§ 500 Appearance Bonds made by attorneys who were contacted for us. We
were told that we had been charged with unlawful assembly to prevent the owner
of this restuarant from doing business. We were both prevented from attending
classes all day on Monday, May 8, and newspaper stories of the arrest were
puklished in several daily newspapers in Hcouston.

We thought that as Interstate passengers o f the railrcad, we had a right
under the Interstate Commerce Act o use the facilities provided by the railroad
without regard to our race or color. We feel that we have been damaged and
injuried by the treatment we received and that if we do have such a right, the
railroad and the operator of this cafe should be required to refrain from discri-
mating on the basis of color. We also feel that we should be compensated for
our injuries and damages.

FURTHER AFFIANTS SAYETH NOT.

DOROTHY A1. HENRY

T .

LORETTA M. THOMPSON

7 ) Lo
-/ - i - £y
Apedbys, £ /;; i fos
Ruthie Parker

Natural Guardian of Loretta M.
Thompson

Sworn to and subscribed before me by Dorothy M. Henry and Loretta M.

Thompson this 9th day of May, 1961, at Houston, Harris County, Texas.

Notary Public in an@'for Harris County, Texas
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August 28, 1961

File n-72

The Attorney General
Department of Justice
Jashington 25, ., €.

He: Raclal digorimination practiced by
Houston Felt & Terminal Rallway
Company and Sames D, Burleson at the
Union Station dining faclilizy fouston,
Tenasg.

Pear U'r. Attornoy General:

Upon authority of the Commission and pursuant Lo
the provisions of Seection 12{1) of the interstate Comwmerce
Act (42 U,8.C. 12{1)), LI refer to vou for consideration
facts indicating viclations of Section (1) of the act (49
U.5.C. 313} ar the Onion Station Jindng faeility, Bouston,
Texas, by the above-namad parties., 1t 1z roecommended thag
injunction proceedings be instituted under the provisions
of Zection 20(9) of the Lot (49 U.5.0. 20{%)) seeking to
enj2in Houston Belt & Terwinal Mallway Company snd James 0.
Burlegon frow gegresating Hegro interstate passengers in
the terminal dining facilicy.

There are enclogsed gix coples of a wexorandwun of
facts and lsw prensrsd by Atrorney Jobm 2. Linstrom of this
burcan which sumnarizes the facts developed Ly our invesci-
gation, and the lew appllcable therero, Two coples of the
report ¢f the fleld investipgstion, with attached docurentary
avidenor, are also transwitisd herewith, If vou econcur in
this recommendation, wa shall be pleased to be of agaistance
to you in the fuvtwre Landling of this watver, including prop-
aratlion of appropriste nleadings.

Very truly vours,

Ao ilenry Yalter

Attachments dlyvector




BUREAU OF 1INQUIRY AND COMPLIANCE

July 31, 1961
File D-79
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MEMORANDUM TO DIRECTOR WALTER?

Re: Raclel discrimination practiced by
Houston Belt & Terminal Rallway
Company and James D, Burleson at
the Union Station restaurant, Hous=
ton, Texas.

I. CIVIL INJUNCTION PROCEEDING RECOMMENDED

It is recommended that a civil injunction proceeding be
instituted under Section 20(9) of the Act against the above-
nemed parties for segregating negro interstate passengers in
the terminal restaurant located in the Union Statlon, Houston,
Texas, thereby subjecting such negro passengers to undue and

unreagonable prejudice and disadvantage in violaztion of Section

3{1) of the Act.

IT. DESCRIPTION OF PARTIES

Houston Belt & Terminal Rallway Company, a Texas corpora-—
tion domiciled in Houston, Texas, owns and operabtes the Union
Station and the building in which it i1s located.

James D, Burleson is sub=lessee of gpace in the Union

Station bullding in which the sgtation restaurant is locabed.

IITI. FACTS
On May 7, 1961 Loretta M. Thompson and Dorothy M. Henry

purchesed tickets from Houston, Texas to Opelousas, Loulisiana,
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and entered the Union Station coffee ghop and sat down at a
table to be served. When it appeared that they were noit going
to be served at the ,table, they moved to the counter but were
T ey A Chte. i ilFi
fgwmarmd although white customers were belng served. The
police were summoned by the restaurant owner, Jemes P, Burleson,
and Mr, Burleson, iIn the presence of the police, poinbted to
the two complainants and stated, "this is my place and I don't
have to serve you =-- this 18 my place and you will not be
served == now geb up and leave" and turning to the policeman
he sailid "now see, arrest them." The complainants were arrested
for "unlawful assembly"” and released asbout 2l hours later on
$500.00 bond.

Mr, Burleson does not deny racially segregating patrons
in his restaurant, however, he ia of the opinlon that his
business 1s in no way comnected with the Housbton Belt & Terminal
Railway Co. He contends that only 154 of his business comes
from 81l rallroad passengers and the remaining 85% is local.
Mr., Burleson sbtates that he has a separate dinning room for
negroes and usually invites colored pabtrons to use these
Ffacilitises but when a "sit in" demonstration occurs, as it
did on the date complainents were arrested, he refuses any
service to negroes becauss he feels that 1t 1s detrimental to
his business.

Mr, J. T. Alexander, President and General Manager of

Hougton Belt & Terminal Railway Co., when questloned regarding
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the company's policy on racial discrimination, wrote Safety
and Service Agent Resse as follows:

"Dear Mr. Reeser

In my office this afterncon you inguired as to
the policy of this Company wilth respect to any segregation as
to race or coler in the operstion of its Union Station.

Plesase be advised that no such segregation
whatsoever 1s practiced in our facilities - our waiting
reooms, our concourse, or cur rest rooms; and persons seeking
information or purchasing tickets at our ticket counter, =and
checking or receiving luggage at our baggege room, are given
attention without any diserimination.

You understand, though, that the lunch room is
cperated by an individual, Mr, J. D. Burleson, who sub-leases
the space occcupied from the lessee thereof, another individusal,
Mr, H. T. Brandon, neither of whom has ever had or now has any
relationship whatsocever other than as a sub-lessee or lessee
wilth thls Company whiech, as lessor, does not exercise, and has
no right uwnder the lease to exercise, any control thereof as
to its hours of operation or to whom it will or will not grant
admittance or render service.

Yours very truly,

/s/ 3. T. Alexander"
On July 28, 196% Sp%cial Agent Chapmaﬁ of this bureaun,
and Safety and Servicgﬁgéese contacted Mr, J. T. Alexander,
Pregident and General Mansger of the Houston Belt & Terminal
Railway Co., and Mr. J. D, Burleson, the restaurant operator
regarding the situation existing at the station dining facility.
Mr, Burleson states that he has refused service to mem-
bers of the colored race; that he iz currently refusing service
to such persons; and that he plans to continue this policey

until such time as a Court or other body of competent Jurisdic-

tion orders him to discontinue this practice., Mr. Burleson
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further states that his attorney advised him that the Boynton
decision does not extend to conditions which exist at the
dining facility in question.

Mr, Alexander was quesiioned in the presence of Mr, Quentin
Bates, legal counsel for Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Co.

It is alsoc the carrier's position that the decision in the
Boynton case is not applicable because the facts are entirely
different. Mr., Alexander bakes the position that the Houston
Tacility is not an integral part of the carrier's transportation
service., I disagree with counsel for both parties. I am of

the view that under the facts in this case, the Supreme Court
would hold that the dining faeility is an integral psasrt of the
carrier's transportation service.

The carrier also btakes the position that Mr. Burleson is
operating the dining facility under a valid lease which runs
until 1964 and which cannot be cancelled unless the sub-lesses
violates a State or Federal law: and that until this Commission
or a Federal Court has decided that operating the dining facil-
ity on a segregated basis is unlawful, the carrier has no

control over the policies of the restaurant operator.

IV, EKNOWLEDGE AND WILFULLNASS

There appears to be ample evidence of knowledge and wil-
fuliness. The carrier admits that its facilities, other than
the restaurant, are not segregated and explains conditions
that exist in the restaurant by steting that 1t has no control

over its operation. The restaurant owner admits segregating
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all negroes, including interstete passengers, but justifies
his action on the grounds that he is in no way connected with
the carrier,

If the recommendation is approved, the matter will be
Presented to the Attorney General recommending the institution
of a eivil injunectlion proceeding seeking to enjoin Houston
Belt & Terminal Rallway Company and James D, Burleson from
segregating negro Interstate passengers in the Houston, Texas,

Union Station dining facility.

V. DRECOMMENDATION
I recommend that the recommendation be made te the Attorney
General for the institution of a civil injunction proceeding
againat Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company and James D,
Burleson pursuant to Section 20(9) for violation of Section
3(1) of the Act.
Respectfully submitted

oA ek
. I 2
/J'/lgéé. iinst;;?né%;b’

[+)
\ // Attornsy
N
Recommendation approved:

;%??,affﬂ (A “i é;/
M. L. Meyery AssisPany Director

A. Henry Walter, Dirsctor

date



BUREAU OF INQUIRY AND COMPLIANCE
AUu 2 8 1561
File D-79
SUBJECT: Racial discrimination practiced by
Houston Belt & Terminal Railway
Company and James D. Burleson at
the Union Station Restaurant,
Houston, Texas.

MEMORANDUM TO DIRECTOR WALTER:

Based on the facts and the law applicable thereto as set
forth in the attached memorandum, I recommend that such facts
be referred to the Attorney General, with the recommendation
that a civil injunction proceeding be instituted against
Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company and James D. Burleson

pursuant to Section 20(9) for viodlation of Section 3(l) of

the Act.
Respectfully submitted,
Jphn E. Linstrom
Attorney
Attachment

I concur in the recommendation

477/?
;é?»ég?bath1x4,{ / &s
. L. Meyer, Assistant Director
Reczmmendation approved:

A, Henry Walter, Director

g[8 fer



BUREAU OF INQUIRY AND COMPLIANCE

File D-79
SUBJECT: Racial discrimination practiced by
Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Com-
pany and James D. Burleson at the

Union Station dining facility at
Houston, Texas.

MEMORANDUM OF FACTS AND LAW:

INTRCDUCTION

This matter concerns the informal complaints of Loretta
M. Thompson and Dorothy M. Henry, both Negroes, regarding re-
fusal of meal service to them in the dining facility located
in the Union Station at Houston, Texas, and their arrest by
Jocal police upon the complaint of James D. Burleson, the din-

ing facility owner.

FACTS AS TO VICLATICNS

Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company, a Texas corpo-
ration domiciled in Houston, Texas, owns and operates the
Union Station and the building in which it is located.

James D. Burleson is sub-lessee of space in the Union
Station building in which the dining facility is located.

On May 7, 1961, Loretta M. Thompson and Dorothy M.
Henry purchased tickets from Houston, Texas, to Opelousas,

Louisiana, and entered the Union Station coffee shop and sat



down at a table to be served. When it appeared that they were
not going to be served at the table, they moved to the counter
but were refused service there also, although white customers
were being served. The police were summoned by the restaurant
owner, James D. Burleson, and Mr. Burleson, in the presence of
the pcolice, peinted to the two complainants and stated, "This

is my place and I don't have to serve you ~ this is my place

and you will not be served - now get up and leave". and turning
to the policeman he said, "Now see, arrest them.™ The complain-
ants were arrested for "unlawful assembly" and released about 24
hours later on $500 bond.

When interviewed in June 1$61, Mr. Burleson did not deny
racially segregating patrons in his restaurant. However, he
contended that his business is in no way connected with the
Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company. He further contended
that only 15% of his business comes from all railroad passengers
and the remaining 85% is local. Mr. Burleson went on to state
that he has a separate dining room for Negrces and usually in-
vites colored patrons to use these faeilities but, when a "sit
in™ demonstration occurs as it did on the date complainants
were arrested, he refuses any service to Negroes because he
feels that it is detrimental to his business.

Mr. J. T. Alexander, President and General Manager of
Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company, when questioned regarding
the company's policy on racial discrimination, wrote Safety and
Service Agent Reese on June 5, 1961, as follows:

-2-



"Dear Mr. Reese:

In my office this afternoon you inquired as
to the pelicy of this Company with respect to any
segregation as to race or color in the operation
of its Union Station.

Please be advised that no such segregaticn
whatsoever is practiced in our facilities - our
waiting rooms, our concourse, or our rest rooms;
and persons seeking information or purchasing
tickets at our ticket counter, and checking or
receiving luggage at cur baggage room, are given
attenticn without discrimination.

You understand, though, that the lunch room
is operated by an individusl, Mr. J. D. Burleson,
who sub-leases the space occupied from the lessee
thereof, another individual, Mr. H. T. Brandon,
neither of whom has ever had or now has any rela-
tionship whatsoever other than as a sub-lessee or
lessee with this Company which, as lessor, does
not exercise, and has no right under the lease to
exercise, any control thereof as to its hours of
operation or to whom it will or will not grant ad-
mittance or render service.

Yours very truly, N

/s/ Jd. T. Alexander"”

On July 28, 1961, Special Agent Chapman of this bureau,
and Safety and Service Agent Reese, contacted Mr. J. T. Alex-
ander and Mr. J. D. Burleson regarding the situation presently
existing at the station dining facility. 7

My. Burleson stated that he has refused service to mem-
bers of the colored race; that he is currently refusing serv-
ice to such persons; and that he plans to continue this policy
until such time as a court or cother body of competent jurisdic-

tion orders him to discontinue this practice. Mr. Burleson further

-3-



states that his attorney advised him that the decision in
Boynton v. Virginia, 364 U.S. 454, does not extend to con-
ditions which exist at the dining facility in question.

Mr. Alexander was guestioned in the presence of Mr.
Quentin Bates, legal counsel for Houston Belt & Terminal
Railway Company. It is also the carrier's position that
the decision in the Boynton case is not applicable because
the facts are entirely different. Mr. Alexander takes the
pesition that the Houston facility is not an integral part
of the carrier's transportation service. I disagree with
counsel for both parties. I am of the view that under the
facts in this case, the Supreme Gourt would hold that the
dining facility is an integral part of the carrier's trans-
pertation service.

The carrier also takes the positicn that Mr. Burleson
is operating the dining facility under a wvalid lease which
runs until 1964 and which cannot be cancelled unless the sub-
lessee violates a State or Federal law; and that until this
Commission or a Federal Court has decided that operating the
dining facility on a segregated basis is unlawful, the carrier

has no control over the policies of the restaurant operator.

KNOWLEDGE AND WILFULNESS

There appears to be ample evidence of knowledge and wil-
fulness. The carrier admits that its facilities, other than
the restaurant, are not segregated and explains conditions that
exist in the restaurant by stating that it has no econtreol over

-ty



its operation. The restaurant owner admits segregating all
Negroes, including interstate passengers, but Jjustifies his
action on the grounds that he is in no way connected with

the carrier.

STATUTES AND LEGAL DECISICNS
INVOLVED

Section 3{1) of the Interstate Commerce Act (49 U.S.C.
3(1)), in part, provides:

"It shall be unlawful for any common car-
rier subject tc the provisions of this part tco
make, give, or cause any undue or unreasonable
preference or advantage tec any particular per-
scn, company, firm, corporation, association,
locality, port, port district, gateway, transit
point, region, district, territory, or any par-
ticular description of traffic, in any respect
whatsoever; or to subject any particular person,
company, firm, corporaticn, associaticn, local-
ity, port, port district, gateway, transit point,
region, distriect, territory, or any particular
deseription of traffic to any undue or unreason-
able prejudice or disadvantage in any respect

e

whatsoever s "

The Commission has held in National Assn. for A.O0.C.P.

v. St. Louis-San Francisco Rajilway Co.., et al,, 297 I.C.C. 335:

"That the practices of *¥%¥¥ assigning or
directing Negro interstate passengers to coaches
or portions of ccaches designated or provided
for the exclusive use of such passengers, and in
maintaining waiting rooms in their stations des-
ignated for the exclusive use of such passengers,
subject Negro passengers to undue and unreason-
able prejudice and disadvantage in violation of
Section 3{1) of the (Interstate Commerce] Act."

In Keys v. Carolina Coach Co., 64 M.C.C. 769, the Com-

mission pointed out that:

-5



"The provisions of Section 216(d)} of the
Act, which are invoked by complaint herein, are
substantially the same as those in section 3(1L
except that the former applies to motor carriers,
and the latter to rail carriers.”

In Mitchell v. United States, et al., 313 U.S. 80, and Henderson

v. United States, 339 U.3. 816, the United States Supreme Court

held the Interstate Commerce Act forbids railroad dining cars to
discriminate in service to passengers on account of their color.
In Boynton v. Virginia, 364 U.S. 454, the court stﬁted:

"It follows from the Mitchell and Henderson
cases as a matter of course that should buses in
transit decide to supply dining service, discrim-
ination of the kind shown here would violate 216
(a)" (of the Interstate Commerce Act).

The court went on to state:

"Although this Court has not decided whethér
the same result would fcllow from a similar dis-
crimination in service by a restaurant in a rail-
road or bus terminal, we have no doubt that the
reasoning underlying the Mitchell and Henderson
cases would compel the same decision as to the un-
lawfulness of discrimination in transportation
services against interstate passengers in termi-
nals and terminal restaurants owned or operated or
controlled by interstate carriers.”

CONCLUSION

It is concluded that Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Com-
pany and James D. Burleson, in segregating Negro interstate pas-
sengers in the dining facility located in the Union 3Station at
Houston, Texas, subjects such Negro interstate passengers to un-
just discrimination and tc undue and unreasonable prejudice and
disadvantage, in viclation of Section 3{(1) of the Interstate Com-

merce Adct.

John E. Linstrom
6 Attorney



Hay 22, 1961
Filae L=70

honoyable Durke Farshall
Assistant Attorney Ganeral
Civiil kights Division
Department of Justice
Vaghingten 25, D. L.

Her Allesged raclal discrimination
practiced agaisst Dorvothy ¥.
Henry and Leretta i Thompson
at the Union SBtatlion Coffae
Shep, Houston, Toxas.

Jear SLir

Travanitited herswith, pursuant to the agresment
between Fformer Chairman Clarke of this Commission and
former Assistant Attorney General Qloey, ars twe coples
of the informal complaint in the above-sntitled mabtber.

This informal complalnt will be investigated by the
Cormlaaion, and you will be informed of the action taken
upon eomplation of the dnvestigatlor.

Sincerely yours,
"g’/“ g

ez = oa

’
e .o

HALuLD D. tigQuy 70
Sagretary

Attackment s
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BURSAY OF INGUINT AND CUMPLIANGE
‘ WASKINOTON

v File D79

Bubjectt Adllagsd racial diserioivation pregtiesd
agninst Dorovhy M. Bamy and Lovetta M.
Toompsen at the Snicn Btatien Ceffeoo
Sheg, Bousten, Toxss. s

MEMORABDON U BIRBQTOR TALLOR:

b R L A

0 This memorsndws will sutiine the scope of the investdga-
#ien we ragbest thal zou have sude sttwerning the alleged

- imeSdent of ravial diBgrimingeion precticed by personnel of

- thy Unien Stacion Soffes Shep, Housten, Tewag, apsinst
Dowuthy M. Hgory and Lorests B, Thompson on Mey 7, 196L. I
am tysosalvting soples of somplaisante’ affidavits and @
lagher from thels E&%i?%* Georye Washington, Jr., dated
Bay 11, 1981, wiieh #31) axplain the sature i epeplalinte.

My suzgoetions with regard Yo nodertaling the ilavesti-
gation sre as follews: o :

athopuey Secrye Yashingtown, Jr. shonld be contacted fipe
in ordar thal arrangacents may ba made o Intarview the otme-
dainants. Detalled atebaments showld be taken froa Dorothy !
gm wnd Lopetta ¥, Thompsan. They abhould be ssked to ldene
Lify the eashier refarred to in the affidavit so thed she may
be ilmterviewsd, They should e apked 17 they sre willing so
Lestify im & court procesding ik connection with this incidew
Hentlion iz made of sewers: Iriends of complainasts wha cane
Lo the Station with thav. Copplaibents should be asked to
tdencify ae many of these iudividwals as thay can reseubor
and ptatemants should bo taker Trom thote witnasoms. plal
anta should ba asksd to ture over thelr rallrond tlckets te
wou 1f they have retained them.



¥r. DBurleoson, mauager of the coffee shop, and thie cazshe
ior referred o in she complaing, should be inmtarviewed next.
Boasailed statements of this invident should bae takern Irom
both. Before the imterview, however, observation should be
wade in the resteurant over a prolonged perioed in order o
determine il reelal digerimination is being practiced., Mr.
Burlesen showld glse be asked bo explaln the sotbabllshment's
paiiey on pacial diserimination. A copy of the leese undexr
which the coffee shop ig uperated ahould be obtained, Mp.
Burleson should be guestioned about the pollce's part in the
insident and the identity of the ipdivideal who summoned the
police sheould be detersined. If the pelice are Ldentifisd,
they should be guestiongd about the incident and 1€ they ave
ot willing we give a afzned stabevent, convsrasbions had
with therm should be redueed %o writing and sade part of the
repar (-

Our records indicsts that she Houston Unlon Sbation is
sperated by Housson Bels and Tevoiaal Railway Company whosse
ganersl offices are loeased In the Unieon Statidn. A responsi-
ble wffieial of this sompany should be interviewed regarding
the incident and about the m::fmy*s poliecy rﬁam&ag ragial
disorimination in the use of all statlon fasilitles, including
thy restourant. Detalls regsrding ownership of Houston Belt
st Tersinal Reilway Company should be deteorminedy also owaner-
ship of the bulldiag in which the station is logated should
ba deburmined. .

Impsmneh az a copy of this report must be referrsd to the
Departaant of Justieé, only facts devels by the investiga~
tion should be inclwuded Ain the report and personal sonclusiens
and opintons shouwld be omitted, The report iaz confidentiel.

If additionnl guestions present thomsslves before or dur-
ing the eourse of this ipvestigation, this Brreau will at all
times stand ready to assist your investigavor in sny way
poseible. It is reguested tbat the report and the atbached
sxkidite be submitted in quintupiieste. Extra copies of this
memorandun are attached for use by your persopnel,

é.. Henpy Waltery
Director

At sadhmonts
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'3 Fined $100J*

-1 LR e e e

In Sit-In at
‘Union Station

Three Negro delcndants, -
cluding +two former ‘‘freedom
riders,”’ were convicted of un-
lawful assembly by a- county

wag fined $10

The defendants were Eldrewey|
Stearnes, 27, of 2208 Dowlng St,
a stydent at Texas' Southern Uni-
versity; Misg Patricia Basker-
ville, 19, and Frank Johnson, 22,
botir of Tucson, Ariz,

A SIX . MEMBER Jury re-
turned the guilty verdictl to
Judge George Miller of County
Criminal Court-at-Law Number
1

-Miss Baskerville and Johnson

ticipating in “freedom rider’’ ac-
tivities 1 Mississippi. They met
Siearnes at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, 501 Crawford St,
and ordered food.

sames D. Burleson, owner of
the coffee shop, testified Wed-
nesday that he refused Lo serve
the irio. He said he called pe-
Lice and asked that the Ne-
groes be arrested.

“I don't serve Negroes in my
dining room,” Burleson said.

WHEN ARRESTED Miss Bas-
kerville and Johnsen had been
attending the Umversity of Ari-
zona. Now, she is working as a
nurse, and he is enrclled in the
Naval Reserve.

Four attorneys represenied
ithe defendants. They were
George Washington Jr, Hamah
and Otis King, and Ben G, Levy
of the American Civil Liberties
Union.

Dan Ryan, the prosecutor, told
the jury that the meeting had
been planned in advance and
fhat #. had injured Burleson's
business. He argued thal inter-
stale comumerce was not invol-
ved.

court jury Wednesday, and each|!

arrived here July 21, afler par-|,

2/7
Mr. Goulds:

I spoke with Mr, Caldwell of Justice who ls
handling this case. He told me that the case was senb
to the US Attormey early last fall for £iling but that
the US Atty has taken the position that he thought he
could get James D, Burleson (the owner of the eating
facility in Unlon.Statlon) to integrate the facility
voluntarily and for that reason Justice has nobt
pressed the matter. Mr, Caldwell asked if we had
anything recent on the situation and I told him of the
newe clipping. He asked to be furnished with copies
of the clipping to transmit to the US Atty with
instructions to stop negotiating with Burieson and file
the acticon. /
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GFTIONAL EORM NO. 10
5010-102

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO Acting Director Asa J. Merrill DATE: February 5, 1962
Bureau of Inquiry and Compliance

FROM Bureau of Safety and Service

supjecT: Alleged racial discrimination practiced against
Dorothy M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the
Union Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas

The attached memorandum from Safety and Service
Agent Reese concerns the above subject. It is given
you as information.

Director

Attachment




Houston 1l , Texas
Asglatent Director Psul J. Baldew Februsry 1, 1962
Section of Car Service

Safety & Serviee Agent Wr. 5. Reese

Alleged reeciel dlscriminstlion practised sgeinst Dorothy
M. Benry end Lorette M. Thompson sk the Union Stetlon
Goffee Bhop, Houston, Texee. (D~79)

Yor youwr imnformation, T sm atisching 2 meswspaper
article, taken from the Housbton Ffoss, Februsry 1,

reletlive bo the abovd-meniioned subjleel.

ec: Zone Supsrvisor Dogs Handy



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
5010104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO Mr, A. Henry Walter, Director
Bureau of Inquiry and Compliance

FROM Bureau of Safety and Service

supeaT: Alleged raclal discrimination practiced
acainst Dorothy M. Henry and Loretta M, :
Thompson at the Union Station Coffee Shop,
Houston, Texas. (D-79)

I am attaching excerpts from The Houston Post on
Thursday, Novamber 30, 19261 which are related to the above

=2

subject, and which way be of some interest to you.

Abttachkment

ce: Zone Bupvr. Doss Handy {(Dallas)
Apent Vim., S. Reese {(Houston)

DATE: December 7,
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2 Found Guilty, ¥ Fmed
In Coffee Shop Sit-In

"Two defendanls were found
guilty of unlawli] assembly atl
the Union Station Coffee Shop
last Feb 27 and were fined $100
each Wednesday night by a jury
wihich deliberated more tian
two hours,

The  defendants,

Jr, a 2l-year-old sophomore at
Rice Universily, were iried be-
fore Judge Jimmie Duncan of
County Criminal Court-ai-Law
Number 3.

James D, Burleson, operalor of
the coffee shop, who said that a
group of young men and wom-
en, some Negre, atiempted to
stage a demonstration at his
restaurant.

“I didn't want a sitdin dem-
onstration going on inh my place

Eldrewey
Stearnes, a 27-year-old law stu-|
dent atl Texas Southern Univer-
sity, and Charles S. Broughton

THE PRINCIPAL witness was|

{517 P

of husiness,” said Burleson.
He saig the gathering hurl his

business, and that some of his

in the deor because the group

trance.

Lkitehen.

assembly by police officers who
were called to the scene.

by Burleson.

regular customers could nol gel

had collected in front of the en-
Burleson said he does
not serve Negroes, except in his

Stearnes and Broughton were
wo of 12 persons who were ar-
rested on charges of unlawful

The
complaints were filed beflore
Justice of the Peace Tom Maesi

ing a separate trial on Sept 2L

I'ive persong remain to be
fried.

George Washinglon and Ham-
lah King, atlorneys for the de-
fendanis, said the convictions
would be appealed. They have
already appealed the eaxlier
cases, and g decision by the
Court of Criminal Appeals is
expecled on Dec 13,

CAROL S. VANCE, assisban(!
disiricl atlorney, prosecuted the
cases.

Stearnes, who lives at 2201
Dowling St, formerly was pres-
ident of lhe Progressive Youth
Associalion, a group which
sponsored several sit-in dernon-~
strations here this year, Brough-
ton is studying mathematics at
Rice, and lives at 2210 Nor-
folk  St,

FOUR OF THE 12 who were

arrested were found guilty anhd)
fined %500 on April 25. Later,
Miss Roberta Graber, a Rice
student now atiending Stanford
Universily in California, was
found guilty and fined 3100 dur-

Umon Sfcmon Encadeni ’

Rice, TSU Students
Fined in ‘Stand-ins’

A jury in Judge Jummie Dun-
can’s county court-at-law founcl
a Rice TUnlversity sophomore
and a Texas Southern University
law school senior guilty of un-
Jawful assembly in zn integra~
jlon “stand-in” and fined them
$100 apiece.

The Rice student is Charles 8.
Broughton Jr.

The law student 1s Eldrewey
Stearnes, 27, former head of the
Progresslve Youth Association
which has staged numerous in-
tegration demonstrations here.

Pidn't Take Stand

Neither took the witness stand,
and defense attorneys George
Wwashington Jr. and Hamah
Kong offered no testimony.

The ineident was at the Union
Staticn cofiee shop on Feb. 27.

James D, Burleson, operator of
the restaurant, testified, as he)
‘has abt the trial of other per-
sons charged at the same tirie,
ithat a group assembled outside
Jthe doors so that other cus-

tomers were prevented from en-
tering.

He said he znd his employes
held the doors closed with a
chain and served 10 customers
between 2 p.n. and 8 p.m. when
the demonstrators were arrested.

Burleson identified the blond
'Broughton and Stearnes, a Ne-
gro, as being members of the
group.

wo.of Burleson’s employes and
police, put on the stand by
prosecutors Carol Vance and
Jimmy James, corroborated Burl-
eson’s bestimony.

Motion Overruled

Other convietions giowing out
of the same and sumiler inc-
dents are on -appeal, and the
defense asked that .the case be
passed until -the Court of Orini-
inal  Appeals rules, but Judge
Duncan overruled the motion.

The Jury of four.white women
and two white men was out two
and  one-half hours.

The maximum penally for un-
Tawful assembly is a $500 ﬂne.

;%2 The Houston Press THURSDAY, NOV. 30, 1981 '




Houston 1ll, Toxas

Asgistant Director Papl J. Reider December 1, 1951

Section of Cer Service //>%M
e T EEER R

Sefety and Service Afent Wm. S, Noose ‘3

Alleged racial discriminetion practiced apgainst Dorothy
M. Homry and Loretbta M. Thompson at the Unlon Station
Coffes Shop, Housbton, Texas. (T=79}

This has reference to your memorsndum deted May 2,

1951, concerning the sbove-mentloned sub i ct, and my report
on the matter deted Juns 13, 1961,

Attached are two articles itaken from the Houston Post

and the Houslton Fress, deted NWovember 20, 1961, which sre
related to this matter and are for your informatlion.

col

sone Supervisor Doss Handy



STANDARD FCRM N, 84

Oﬁ‘ice Memorandumn? - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

: A, Henry Walter, Director patE: September 14, 1951
Bureau of Inquiry and Compliance
7.
Bureau of Safety and Service 71i;vv¢/5;;VV\*

File D-79 - Racial Discrimination

I am attaching several excerpts Ffrom Houston
newspapers in comnnection with the above subject, and
which may be of interest to you.

T W. Taylos
Director

Attachment




Honston 1L, Texss
Lsslgtent Diresctor Paul J. Reider September &, 1961

Section of Car Bervice =
Safety & Service Asont Wm. S. Recae ]

Aldlleged reclel disecrimination practiced sssinst Dorothy
M. Henry and Lorstta M, Thompson 2t the Unilon Steotion
Coffee Bhop, Houston, Texas. (D=79)

For your informetion, I am enclosinz seversl ltems

taken from the Houston newspapers relative to the above-

mentlicned subjoot.

sct  Zone SBupervisor Handy
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18 Freedom Riders

Fined $100

ballots were ‘east before the jur-
ots ‘could agree on a penalty. |

The trial was the secoad  fol
the. 18 demonstrators, seven of
them whites. The first one a
week -ago was dismissed beciuse

the district attorney's office hst-|

ed. the wrong name for the

Union Sthtlon restaurant in. thel '
;. |in the restaurdnt, .is  actually

written ‘complaint.
Charges Conspiracy

Prosecutors James Shaito and
Walter Carr in closing . argu-
ments stressed that 11 of the de-
fendants were from California
Bhatto said:

“There was a conspiracy even
before they left California fo
come downt here and teil the op-
erator of that restaurant how or
how not to run his business,
 “This proves their intent to
Infringe upon a citizer’s rights.”

But defense " attorney Wash-
ington stated:

“These defendants were denied
their rights, They were told they
could not eat in a restanramt
where others went freely.

“All - you, a&s jfurors, need fo
rule in this case is to abide by
your frue sense of fair piay.”

. The trial ended wathout a
word of testimony from any of
the ‘defendants, )

Defense Attorneys Washing-
ton and King put only one wit-
ness on the stand.

Railread Official Testifies

This was J, T. Alexander, gen-
eral manager of the Houston
Belt and Termnal Railroad,
which owns the Umnion Station
in which the Union Station Coi-
fee Shop is located. The coffee
shop is oecuplied on a sub-lease
from the railroad ic J. D. Burle-
son, its operator. .

Alexander's testimony obvious-
Iy was designed 1o bolster the
defense contention that the res-
taurant is a faciity of inter-
stzte commerce and that the
11 travelers from Califorma were
entitled to the use of ils facil-
itzes, regardless of race or color.

He testified that Houston B&T
stock is owned by four raiiroads
which are in 1nterstate com-
meree the Misseuri Pacific,
Gulf, Colorade and Santa e,
the Chicago-Rock Island and
the Fort Worth and Denver

The only access bo the res-
tzurant is through the railroad
station itself or through the

Each

Coniinved From Page One

concourse  between the tracks
and the building, Alexander said.
There is no enirance from a
public street.
Alexander. testified, as did
Burlescn, that some of the
equipment, ineluding the counter

owned by the railroad.
Prosecution’s Claims

' Prosecutors Shatto and Carr
used five witnesses in their at-
tempt to show these things:

1. The group eof Negroes and
white persons entered the res-
taurant Aug, 11 aftér assembling
together “with the intent” of
interfering witli Burleson’s busi-
ness.

(This is the basis of the charge
of unlawful assembly brought
against the 18 defendants, an
offense that carmes a maximum
penalty of a $500 fine).

2 The group came ih afler
Burleson had asked them not fo
enter and fold {hem. they would
not be served.

8. The presence of ihe mixed
raelal group in {he restaurant
had the effect of turning other
customers away,’

4. The demonstrators from
California. were mnot actuoally
travelers at the time, since they
had come into Housion early
that morning at the Southern
Pacific statiom, had changed
their return tickets from the
Southern Pacitie to the Santa
Fe, but had made no atfempt to
make reservations thai day om

tranee, the rest of the group!
joined them. Burleson testifiad:|

“T let in some regular whil
customers,

“QOthers walked up, loaoked gl
ihe situation and Ieft.,”

Burleson said ' {hat after =2
fime he left the doorway amd
the group entered, scattering
through. the restaurant, alonr
the counter and in one booth.

He said that he went to Jus-
tice Tom -Maes' office. filec
charges of unlawiul " assembly
and obtained warrants.

Customers Turned Away

While the group was in the
restaurant, Burleson said, some
customers turned away after
looking in the doors. .

TUinder cross-examinalion by
Washington, Burlesen said thal
the members of the group did
nob misbehave in any way or at-
tempt to interfere with other
customers or even ‘to speak to
them.

But he asserted:

“I do not serve Negroes in the
front of my restaurant.

“There is a table in lhe kitch-
en where they can be served if
they wish.”

He adamitted that the restau-
rant did served muxed groups of
Negro and white soidiers travel-
g together with meal tickets.

“Do  your regular customers
tum away because you serve

ton asked.

“Not that T khow of,” said Bur-
leson,

Saw Customers Turn Away

Mrs. Lena Daspit, a cashier,
gave & similar account of the
events of the afterncon. She said:

“I saw several ef the regular
customers leave without seeking
service.”

Police Lt W, A. Scotton told
of picking up the warrants after
police were notified that Burle-

the Santa Fe, and they had then
met with the Houtson associates
and returned in ithe afternoon to
attempt to get service at the
restanrant,

Burleson testified that he had
received phone calls during the
day that z demonslration was e
be made in the restaurant which
has been the scene of other sit-
in attempts to integrate it.

Bars Way

He said that at sbout 1:30
p.m. two white men and onc
Negro came up to the double

glass doors of the restaurant
and he met bhem there and told
them not to come in.

He said that while he stood
at the doors barrng their en-

son had filed the charges and
sald that he arrested the persons
pointed out to him by Burleson
in the restaurant.

Li. Scotbon sard thal some 20
to 25 curious persons were peer-
1ng i from outside each door
of the restaurant.

Bebavior ‘Normal’

He said the behavior of the
demonstrators was “normal” and
that he saw some customers
come in, sit down and be serv-
ed while he saw others leave, He
added:

“L don't know whether it was
hecanse they saw police officers
there or why.”

One prospective customer, Miss
Myriie Fields, an embploys of
the newsstand in the slation,

sald that she went for lunch as
usual at 2:30 pm. but did not
enter the restaurant “because I
saw there was a demonabration
and I did not want to get in-
volved,”

Tickets Exchanged

Walkins Deer, o ticket clerk in
the statlon, was the only person
fo testifly about the exchange of
tickets and he did it withoul di-
rectly identifying any of the de-
fendants.

Deer said g group of 11 per-
sons camea to the ticket desk ab
10:30 a.m. and exchanged South-
ern Pacifie relurn tickets from
Houston o Los aAngeles lor tick-
els on thre Sanla Fe which
legves frorn the Union Station.

Deer said thal bhe group which
exchanged tickels sald no seats
were available on the Southern

these Negre soldiers?” Washmng-|

‘on the part of defendants or that

(18 Freedom Riders

Fined $100 Each |

Eighteen Freedom Rid-
ers were found guilty last
night and fined $100 apiece
for unlawful assembly in
their move last monfh to
force integration of the
Union Station Coffee Shop.

Defense attorneys George
Washigton Jr. and Hamah King
told County Court-at-Law Judge
George B, Miller they would ap-
peal the verdict to the Texas
Criminal Court of Appeals.

: Their clients, 11 of them from
California, sat impassive while

Pacific and he told them that
reservations. were reguired also
on ihe Santa Fe. He saud: |

“I offered to call np and ask
about Santa Fe reiervations but
1 was told that no date of de-
parture had been set.”

The state ended ils case with
Deer’s testimony and the Negro
defense ‘attorneys urged Judge
Miller to grant an mstructed ver-
dict of not guilty on the grounds
that:

—The defendiants had been the
vietims of racial discrimination
in violation of hoth the state
and federal Iaws governing rall-
road travel.

—The stale has produced mo
evidence of any illegal conduet

they had met with an intent to
injure Burleson’s business.

Judge Miller promptly over-
ruled the motinn.

The Defendanis

The defehdants are:

Robert Paul Keaufman, 23
Steven Bverett McNichols, 22;)
Steven Sanfield, 24; Joteph Me-
Clendon * Stevenson, 18; Ellen
Kleinman, 19; Palricia Ann
Kovner, 20, and Beverly Rad-
cliffe, 23, all white persons and’
all from California. !

Ronald P. Labastrie, 25; Clar-|
ence Charles Berratd, 31; Rob-!
ert Charles Farrell, 24, and,
Margie S. Dunson, 38, all Ne-
groes from Californir, .

And the Houslon Negroes, Bd-
die Douglas Jones, 19, 3205 Calu-
met; Herbert Hamillou, 20, 10513
Murr Weay; John D, Fulchings,
20, 2208 Dowling; Robert Joncs,
32, 2520 Staples: Holly A, Eago-
brook, 20, 2119 Winborn: Marian
M. Moody, 1%, 601 E. 38th, and
‘Wilile Harriete. Handy, 18 of 4002
Marquetle, Lo

Clerk Vernon E. Sanders read
€zch name, verdict and penalty.

Four Ballots

Judge Muller had cautioned the
Freedom Riders and abous 30
speciators agamst any dem-
onstrations as the six-man, all
white jury filed in from 1ts de—'
liberations.

The jury was out for one hour
and séven minutes before i an-
nounced its deciston,

A poll of the jury after they
were dismissed showed that the
defendants were found guilty on

the first ballot but three more
See 13 FREEDOM, Page 6
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By JOHN MOOCRE

Eighteen defendants, seven of
them white and 11 of them Ne-
groes, were found guilty of un-
lawful assembly at the Umon
Station Coffee Shop lasi Aug 11
apd fined $100 each Tuesday
night.

The all-white jury of six men
deliberated 90 minutes kefore re-
turning the verdiet to Judge
George E. Miller of County
1Crimi.na] Court-at-Law Number

George Washinglon Jr and Ha-
mah King, defense attorneys,
immediately gave notice of ap-
peal to the Court of Crimineal
Appeals, The defendants were
freed on bonds totaling $3.600.

ELEVEN OF THE defendants
called themselves ‘‘Freedom
Riders from California’’ when
they arrived here 25 days ago.
They joined forces with seven
Houston members of the Pro-
gressive Youth Association in a
move 1o desegregate the Union
Station Coffee Shop, 501 Craw-
ford St.

James D. Burleson, owner of
the coffee shop, testified Tues-
day that he filed charges of un-
lawful assembly against the
group and had them arrested.
He said he does not serve Ne-
groes.

“THE COMMOTION caused
some of my customers fo stay
away, and hurt my business,’’
Burleson said.

Lt W_ A, Scotten of the Hous-
ton Police Department said he
arrested the 18 defendants on
warrants issued by Justice of the
Peace Tom Maes. He positively
identified the defendants in court
Tuesday.

“What is illegal about them
entering and sitting at a coffee
shop lunch counter?” asked
Waushington in his final argu-
ment 1o the jury,

18 Guilty of Unlawful "
Assembly Fined $100

condemn an innocent act,’” he
said.

But the state prosecutors said
the “freedom riders” had en-
gaged In a conspiracy to come
to Houstorn and deprive Burle-
son of his right to serve those
patrons of hig choice.

“Clentlemen of the jury, you
can say in your verdict ihat;
when people come here from
Califorma for unlawful purposes
that the citizens of Houston are
going to do something about it,”
said James Shatto, an assist-
ant district attorney.

“A man has a right to run
his own -business as he sees fil.”

DURING THE testimony of
the trial, the defense attorneys
sought to establish that the cof-
fee shop was engaged in serv-
ing interstate passengers. One
of the principal wilnesses was
J. T. Alexander, president of the’
Houston Belt & Terminal Rail-
way Co, which owns the Union
Statiomn. .

Alexander said the various
railroad lines which used the
Union Station as a terminal
were engaged in jnterstate com-
merce.

The same 18 defendantg ap-
peared 1n couri lasl week, but
Judge Miller told the jury then
to return an instructed verdict
of not guilty because of faulty
complaints which left the word
station out of the name of the
Union Station Coffee Shop.

THE CASES WERE refiled,
with all parties agreeing that
double jeopardy was not in-
volved. The speedy new trial
was ordered because many of
the out-of-siate defendants are
college students and anxious to
enroll for the fall semester.

The courtroom was quiet and
orderly as the case went into
a night session Tuesday so ihat
the trial cculd be completed in
one day, Three-fourths of 1h e

“THE STATE wanls yeu to

spectators were Negroes. i
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Riddrs’ Mist
Stand Trial

Refuses to Dismiss

Charges on Grounds
They’re lllegal
BULLETIN

A portion of the equipment of
the Union Station . Coffee Shop
is owmed by the Houston Beilt
and Terminal Railroad, the de-'
fense attornexs for 11 California
freedom riders and seven of their
Houston associates proved, as the
second trial of the gorup got
under way this afferncon. J. B.
Burleson, operator of the coffee
shap, under cross-examination by
Atty. George Washingion Jr., |
admitted this faect, on which
Washington obvieusly Jjs hoping
%o rely in showing that the
coffee shop should be integrated
under Interstate Commerce Com-
mission rulings and federal and
state Iaws governing ' railroads.
Burleson, the first witness, was
still on the stand at mid-after-
naon, Judge George E, Miller, in
whose county court the ease is
being tried, said he expected to
hold an evening session in an
effort to finish the case tonight.|

Only a handful of spec-
tators listened in in Judge
George Miller’s County
Court-at-Law today as tes-
timony began in the sec-
ond trial of 11 Freedom
Riders from California afid
seven Houston members of
the Progressive Youth As-
sociation on charges of un-
lawful assembly.

The group, 1% is charged, went
to the Union Station Coffee
Ehop on Aug. 11 with the in-
tention of injuring the business
of J. B. Burleson, the opera-.
tor.

Mr. Burleson testified that he
met the mixed group of white
persons and Negroes al the door
of the coffee shop, asked them
not o enter and told them they
would not be served

Mr, Burleson testified:

“When I left the door of the

- cafe these persons whom I had
iold not to enter came in and
scatiered themselves at Lhe seats
along fhe counter, with a few
in bogths.”

He said he then leli the ecol-
See FREEDOM RIDERS, Page 11

Jot the group.

) when it was discoveréd that the
EEDUM RID‘ERS name of the coffee shop was
| wrong 1 the confplaint a:nt]
Judge Miller rendered. an in-
Continued From Page Onélstructed verdict

Today’s tral is under a new

fee shop, went o Justice Tom| 4”0 lrent complaint,

Maes’ office, filed charges and
ohtained warrants for the arrest

Dismissal Refused
Earlier, Judge Miller had over-
ruled motions by defense attor-
neys George Washington Jr and
Hamah King to throw oul the
case on the grounds tbhat the
statuté under which it is brought
is unconstitutional,

King chargeéd the prosecuon
15 merely an attempt to usée the
law to éniorce segregatiin cus-
toms 1n TeXas

The case is being fried before
an all-white, all-male Jury.

Had Name wWrong

Last Wednesday when the
case went to trial for the Iirst
time, the courtroom wascrowded.

But today the sprinkiing of
spectators was made up mosiy

of Progressive Youth Association

members. .
The first trial was interrupted
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‘Riders’ Freed, but Face
New Trial Next Tuesday

By JOHN¥ MOORE

The “irecedom riders from Cal-
ifornia’’ were freed Wednesday
by an instrueted wverdiet of not
guilty, but they will bave to re-
turn to the same court next
Tuesday for =z new trial.

The case became impaled on
a sharp legail hook when George
Washington Jr and Hamah
King, defense attorneys, point-
ed out that some of the com-
plaints referred fo the place of
business as the Union Coftfee
Shop.

THE OPERATOR of the cafe,
James D. Burleson, 1esuf1ed
that his place was known as
the Union Station Coffee Shop.
The defense atforneys then
moved that the unlawful assem-
bly cases be dismissed.

Judge George X. Miller of
County Criminal Court-al-Law
Number .1 had ihe jury ve-
moved for more than jan hour
while’ he discussed the legal
complexities with' the attorneys
for the state and the defense.

The faulty c¢omplainls were
filed when the district atfor|
ney, Frank Briscoe, ordered the
unlawful assembly charges
against the 18 defendants ve-
fileq in county couyrt. Burle-
son originally filed the charges
before Justice of the Peace Tom
Maes Aug 11,

ELEVEN OF‘ the defendanis
said they were ‘‘freedom riders
from California.” The other
seven  defendants are members
of Houston's Progressive Youth
Association, which has heen
seeking 1o desegregale: the
Unipn Station Coffee Shop since
February.

Judge Miller reached a de-
cision and instructed ihe all-
white jury of four men and two
women to return a verdicl of
not guilty in favor of the 18
defendants ‘Wednesday after-
noon, Then he dismissed the
jury.

At the same time, he an-
nounced that ‘the same defend-
ants wera to appear for trial
next Tuesday morning by
agreement of the prosecution
and the defense.

James Shatto, the prosecutor,
eaid he would refile charges of

unlawful assembly againsi ihe
same 18 defendants in the same
court between now and then.

legal situalion thus:

“I'HESE DEFENDANTS have
not been placed in jeopardy
simply beecause there is a va-
riance between ilhe proof and
the complaint.’’

The legal texm ‘‘jeopardy’
means that a defendant cannol
bhe tried twice for the same of
fense. Shatto contends that ihe
stale stil has a right to try
these cases. The speedy new
trial- was agreed upon Dbecalise
pari of the defendants are col-
lege studenis and want to re-
turn home to start their fall
classes. .
i© Some of the ‘‘freedom riders’
are white and oihers are Ne-
groes~They were seated on 18
chairs in the front section of

He explained ihe confused|

e e

the courtroom Wednesday. The
colriroom was crowded, with
approximately half of the spee-
tators being white and the other
half being Negroes,

When Burleson testified that
he did not serve Negroes in the
front part of his restaurant,
there were giggles and iitlers
fhroughout the courtroom.

JUDGE MILLPE immedately
rapped for order and said that
he did not want any demonstra-
tions of approval or disapproval,

noise he would have the court-
room cleared.
The noise ended.

state’s case Wednesday after-
noon, Lt W. A. Scotten of the

ne tock warrants to the Union

defenda.nis

- He stood up and looked up al
the 18 defendants [or about 30
seconds Wednesday "and identi-
fied them as the people he ‘had
arresited in the eoffee shop.

w. J. Burton and Capt Otto

ice was 'hemg conducted while

the frial was in progress.

£ e

i 3 TR, B

Qe d T

and that if there was any morejg

During the presentation of the|g

Houston Police Department said @

Station Aug 11 and arrested the |} j:

LT SCOTTEN said he was act- (i
ing under orders of Inspecior (]

Vahldiek. Inspector Burton died |3%
this week, and his fuheral serv- @
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Mass Trial for ‘Freedom

Riders’ Set For Today

The “Freedom Riders of Cal-:
ifornia,” who joined forces with
ihe Progressive Youlh Associa-
tion of Houston to iry 1o de-
segregale 1he Union Stalion Cof-
fee Shop herc Aug 11, will have
their day in court Wednesday.

The ecase 15 unusual, Il in-
volves the first irial of oul-of-
state “freedom riders™ in Hous-
1en, Pari of the defendants are
white and ihe rest are Negroes.
All of them have been charged
with unlawful assembly, a mis-
demeanor.

AIL 18 OF THE defendants
will be tried at the same time
by a jury in Judge George Mill-
er’s County Crimmal Court at
Law Number 1. This mass trial
was arranged by Disl Afty
Frank Briscoe because 11 of the
defendants are from Calilornia
and wanted to be iried as soon
as possible.

Wost of the 11 Californians are
college studenis from Los Ange-
les and Berkeley,

Briscoe annoumced last week
that he had decided do order
ihe cases refiled in couniy courl
and prosectied, and 1his pre|
cipitated a PYA pickel line dem-|
onstration mn front of the Harris
County Courthouse.

“THE DEOFENDANTS have
been charged with unlawful as-
sembly,” sald Wallace C
Moore, first assistant disirict at]
torney, Tuesday.

“We have Iinvestigaled the
charges and we believe they are

these are nol ‘freedom riders’
or anything else except de-
fendanis charged wilh breaking
the law."”

ALL OF THE defendants have
Bbeen released on bond. Four of
ihem were released soon after
being arresled when they com-
planed that they had been mis-
treated by olher prisoners m the
County Jail

Several slayed in jail for near-
ly two weeks 1o protest the fact
that they were denied service at
the Umien Station Coffee Shop
The unlawful assembly charges
originally were filed before Jus-
tice of the Peace Tom Maes by
the operalor of the coffee shop,
James D Burleson. The coffee
shop has heen the target of lo-
cal sit-in demonstrations since
last February,

BURLESON HAS staled in
courtroom lestimony 1ihat he
does not serve Negroes, except
in the kitchen.

The defense attorney for ihe
“frecedom riders,”” George Wash-|*
-ington Jr, has said that he con-
siders the case a lest of the sort
of juslice which Negroes can’
expecl, 1o receive in the local|
courts.

Briscoe said he ordered an in-
vestigation of the facls in this
case and found thaty the ‘'free-
dom riders” were nol interstate
travelers because after they ar-
rived al the Southern Pacific
up the local PYA demonstrators|
before going 1o the Union Sta-

Justified.
“I. is our duly 1o uphold the
Jaws of the state. -

fon.
James Shatfo,
district atlorney,

ihe assisiant|,
assigned lo|

“Jo far as we are concerned,|prosecuie ihe case, said the jury|s
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Memorandum T

o A ry Waltewr, Divector ) .
e %Egshfi%npl’gggvgb’vf D Ei patE: September B8, 1961

FROM Roy R. Walker, Special Agent W

Fort Worth, Texas <

SUBJECT: D= Alleged racial discrimination praciiced againsh
varicus “Freedom Riders” at Union Station Colfee
Shop, Houston, Texas, August 11, 196L.
This rsefors bo my memocrenda of August 16, 1961 and
Auguzt 17, 1961 about the above subject.
Abtached hereto is a newspaper article from the Fort
Worth Star-Telegram of Wednesday, Sepbember &, 1961 soncerning

the individuals involved in the sit-in demonatration at ths

Tnion Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas, on August 11, 1961,

BUREAU OF INQUIRY AND COMPLIANCE
Referral Slip _

Walter
i Murphy
| O'Conneil
o : ' ! Bybee Charuhas
E Cross Fallon
Desmond Gould
; Gafford " Grego gory
! Gobetz Guinn
1‘ Jessup Kempker
‘ Jones Linstrom
i Meyer Merrill
; Morlez Quinn
\ O’Donoghue Torpats
Polydoroff
Schubert Flauman
Woodruff
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- Wednesday, Evesiing, September 6, 1961

'FrgedomRiders’
Found Guilly
By Houston Jury

HOUSTON, Sept. 6 i#—An all-
white fury found 11 California
"‘freedom 11ders” guilty of un-
lawful assembly and fined' each
one $100.

The six-man jury, in & ver-
dict Tuesday night, also found
seven Houston Negroes guilty of
the same charge and levied the
same fine.

The two Negro defense altor-
neys gave immediate notice of
appal.

The 18 were acecused of unlaw-
ful assembly during a sit-in dem-
onstration at the unjon train
station cafeteria Aug. 11.

The defendants — whites and
Negroes—were arrested at the
coffee shop, An instructed ver-
dict of innocent was returned
last week after a technical error
was discovered in the charge.

The case was refiled with the
consent of the defense. .

All 18 were tried al-the same
.time in a Harris County .-€ourtl.

L
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Oﬂ‘ice Memorandums - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. . A o &1
To A. Henry Walter, Directox pate: August 31, 195
Bureau of Inquiry and Gompliance
FROM Burcau of Safety and Service

supJect: Alleged racial discrimination practiced against
Dorothy M. Henry and Lovetta M. Thompson at
the Union Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas.
(D-72)

I am attaching several excevpis from
Houston newspapers in comnmection with the e T
above subject, and which may be of intevest :
to you.

Attcachments
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| Négrées Wﬂ] Appeal Use
'Of Loitering Ordinance

* ordinance to keep Negrueg from:

THE HOUSTON, POST
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21, 98]

The use of the city's loitering

' being served 'ii the Uhjon Sta-
tion Coffee Shop will be' tested
" in the Slate Court of Criminal

Appeals:

This was announced Tuesday.

in County Criminal Court-at-Law
Number 1 after Judge George
Miller found a Negro defendant
guilty of loitering in the dofice
shop last Feb 24.

GEORGE WASHINGTON JR
and Hamah King, defense at-

. torneys, gave mnotice of appeal

and posted a 3220 bond for. the|St

defendant. -

Meanwhile, an early trial was
set for 1t “freedom riders”
from California and eight mem-
bers of the Progressive Youth
Association from Houston, all
charged with unlawful assem-
bly at the Union Station Coffee
Shop ot Aug 11, The cases will
be heard in Judge Miller's court
Aug 31

The loitering and unlawful as.

} sembly cases are related in that

both represent efforts of the
Progressive Youth Associalion
members and their friends to
desegregate the coffee shop. A&
torneys for the Negro movement
have argued thal the restaurani
is involved in interstate com-
merce and obligated to serve
all train passengers, regardless
of race. !

“WE NEED SOME appeliate
rulings to guide us in the filing
and prosecution of cases here,”’
said District Aity Frank Bris-
coe. .

Such an wappellate decision
probably will be handed down
as a result of the hearing be-
fore Judge Miller Tuesday. The
judge found Robert Earl Jones,
32, of 2520 Staples St, guilly of
lIpitering and fined him $110. The
case had been appealed to J; udge

val — but if this is a public

Miller’s-eounty esurt from-IHous.
ton's’ Corporation Court., , . . |
“I assume you want 1o gppeal
so I am making the fine large
enough to provide a bakis fer
appeal,”” said Judge Miller,
JAMES B. BURLESON, who
operaies the Union Station Cof-
fee Shop, testified Tuesday that|
the resfaurant was a public|
place but that he reseived the
right to refuse service to any-
one, He said he leased the space
froth the Houston Bel and Ter-
minal Railway Co, which owns|-
the Union Station, 501 Crawferd

“He can exclude an individ-

place, he cannot exclude an en-
tire race of peopld,” said Wash-
ington in-his final argument be-
fore Judge Miller,

Later, Washington said that|
would be part of the basis of his
argument before the State Court:
of Criuminel Appeals, He said
his goal is to eliminate use of
ithe Iloitering ordinance as al.
legal means of keeping Negroes
from eating af the coffee shop.
He does not intend to attack the
clty loitering ordinance itself,

“I HAVE BEEN seeking jus-
tice in ihe local courls because
I did mot want to carry this mai-
te.r inlo the- federal courts —
bui now I am geing 1o requesty
the fizll co-operation of the fed-
eral’ authorities,” ,said Wash-
ington. .

“1L am upsei over this judicial
buclk passing.” . i

James M. Shatte, an assist-
anl distriet attorney, argued be-
fore Judge Miller Tuesday that
the. loitering ordinance was a
valitd law and applied te the ¢ir-| -
cumstances in this case,

JONES, THE defendant, was
ane of 14 members 'of the Pro-
gressive Youth Association who
entered the Union Station Coffee
Shop Feb 24 and requested serv-
ice. Buriescn ordered them ar-
rested by the city police. Later,
all were found guilty and fined
$25 each in Corporation Court.

This was the first mass dem-
onstration at the coffee shop.
All of the cases were appealed
to county court and have been
heard separalely, The case in-|°

Advertisement

== e rErTL

T

261

of
18

LR

volving Jonoes wwas’ the eighth ¢
case to be heard on ap'paaI. I
Six ecases invelving individual
defendants have been dismissed
in the county courts because afs!
copy of lhe city’s loitering ord-C
inanhce was not posted in thejy
coffee shop last February. Burl-
eson testified Tuesday that aIgJ]
copy’ was posted now, P
ONE CASE heing heard by a|5

“|dary in Judge Miller’s court end-

ed with an instructed verdict of|J,
not guilty, primarily on thely:
same defense grounds. a

Tuesday’s verdict of guilty|to
was 'the ‘fivst conviction for thellic
state. 30




HOUSTON CHRON

HOUSTON, TEXAS, MONDAY, AUGUST 21,,1961

More “Ireedom riders” will
be sent to Houston within a
“couple of weeks,” the head
of the Congress of Racial
Equality said Monday.

If they come, Dist. Aflty.
Frank Briscoe said, they, like
11 freedom riders arrested
here Aug. 11, “could be sub-
ject to prosecution.”

James Farmer, president of
C.0.R.E,, supporting the free-
dom rides, said in New York
they would continue until
segregation was completely
eliminated {from public
carriers.

He said C.O.R.E. was opli-
mistic about expected rulings
from the Interstate Com-
merce Comimission, but they
must include withdrawal of
charters of any transporta-
tion which supporis segrega-
tion.

Reasons Given

The 11 freedom riders
from California were arrest-
ed in Union Station Restau-
rant, 501 Crawford, and
charged with unlawiul assem-
bly.

The first freedom rider in-
vaders here, they claimed
they were legitimate inier-
state travelers and, under
federal law, entitled to eat in
the railroad station cafe.

Briscoe said he would
prosecute them. for two rea-
sons:

(1) “We are convinced the
defendants were not engaged
in interstate commerce.

(2) *The restaurant is not
an inlegral part of interstate
commerce facility because of
its iype of lease, the railroad
station owner maintains no
control over it, and it seems
to be more for the benefit
of the general public than
train passengers.”

Picket Courthouse

Several demonstralors
picketed the courthouse in
protest to Briscoe’s ‘an-
nouncement.

Briscoe said the trials of
the 11 riders, plus seven
Houslonians arrested with
them, will begin in about
iwo weeks. Maximum pun-

ishment on conviction Is a
$500 fine.

The freedom riders includ-
ed a mixed group. The 18
arrested persons originally
said they preferred jail to
bond, but all have been re-
leased on bond except two.

The local bus station fa-

More 'Freedom Riders’
Will Be Sent to Houston

cilities are integrated. but
numerous persons have been
arrested in demonstrations at
the railroad station restau-
rant.

Police are not arresting
bona fide interslate {ravelefs
there now except on a war-
rant from a justice court.

5 -
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‘RIALS WANT ADS SEC 3
‘Rider’ Prosecution
Plan Brings Protest -

7 Picket Courthouse Following - :

““Dioes Briscoe Know the Laws
of the ICC?” asked the sign of
one picket. ,

BRISCOE CAME DOWN from
his fifth-floor office io wateh the
picketing for a while from the
courthouse lobby. What did he
think of it?

“No comment,” he said.

The picketsy however, later
were cheered fiercely by pris-
oners in the county jail, many
of whom were put there by the
district attorney’s office,

The pickets wmarched away
down the north side of the court-
house so the prisoners could see
them.

THEY FIRST showed up al
1:35 PM and paraded for about
30 minules beforé the courthouse
ehtrance, County employees
erowded the lobby to watch
them. :

“DA Inferprels Law-or Ex-
presses Persconal Feelings?’' an-
other of thewr placards read. An-
other bore z carioon of a pris-
oner in jail saying, “All T wantl-
ed was & cup Of coffee.””

Jon

e,
in
mn

se
nd

The picketing wag in behalf
of the “‘freedom_riders’’—seven
'whites and four Negroes—arresi-
ed Aug 11 in the Union Station

lawfu]l assembly.

rant manager.

Seven members of the Pro-
gressive Youth - Assoclation, a
Houston group fighting segrega-
{ion, were arrested with the’
“freedom riders.”

The courthouse pickets,
included two ministers,
also PYA members.

Brscoe amnotinced his deel-

who
were

spending several days studying
the case of the ‘“‘freedom rid-
ers.'”

FEDERAL COURTS and the,

‘|Iinterstate Commerce Commis-

sion have ruled that cafes for
interstate travelers must pro-
vide desegregated service.

Explaining his decision, Bris-
coe said: i

“"We are obligaled to iollow
the law of the
as we understand it.”’

He said he didn’t believe the
Californians were in interstate
travel when they were arrested.

CTHESE PEOPLE came info
town at-the Southern Pacifie
Station,” he said. "'They didn’t
come in al the Union Station.
They didn’t go direct 1o the Un-
ion Station. They wenil out in
the Fifth Ward and stopped and
picked up some local people be-
fore lhey went to the Union
Siation.”

Briscoe said he &id not be-
lieve the resiaurani, in this par-
ticular case, comes under th
federal rulings.

e sai1d the misdemeanor
charges would be refiled, a
legal fortnalily, in countly court
Monday., He said he hopes to
try the cases within two weeks.
All but four of the 18 dem-
onslrators are sull in jail.

b L

Briscoe’s Union Station Ruling

Seven Negro pickets marched up and down in front '
of the Harris County Courthouse Friday afternoon to
protest a decision by District Atty Frank Briscoe to
prosecute 11 “freedom riders’” from California.

Restaurant on charges of un- .

THE CHARGES were filed by ~
James D, Burleson, the restan- .

sion Friday morning after .

Staie of Texas '
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Mr. A. Henry Walter, Director

To Bureau of Inguiry and Compliance DATE: August 17, 1961

FROM Roy R. Walker, Special Agent
Fort Worth, Texas

SUBJECT: File; D- Alleged racial discrimination practiced against

various "Freedom Riders’ at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas, August 11, 1961.

This will supplement my memovandum of August 16, 1961
about the above subject.

There is attached hereto as Appendix (C), photocopies
of each of the eleven railroad tickets exchanged at the Union
Station ticket agency, Houston, Texas on Friday, August 11,
1961, together with a photocopy of the SP ticket for which
it was exchanged. I have stapled a note to the first five
tickets, identifying that specific ticket with the individual
who was in possession of it on Monday, August 14, 1961.

At a later date, X hope to be able to procure reference
to the holders of the remaining 6 tickets that were issued
by the SP at Los Angeles, California, along with copies of
the interstate tickets that were purchased at Houston, Texas
by the 7 individuals who joined the California group at

e
i )
Houston. )




In explanation of the exchange tickets, the "WJB"
shown on the tickets stands for SP's Ticket Agent Branch;
one of his clerks authorized the exchange. ‘''Rooney" is
Santa Fe's Division Passenger Agent ~ he had nothing to
do with the exchange.

Respectfully submitted,

ke
Roy R. Walker
BRW:vr Special Agent

Att.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

Mr. A. Henry Walter, Director
Bureau of Inquiry and Compliance

-

DATE:  August 16, 1961

TO

FROM Roy R. Walker, Special Agent
Fort Worth, Texas

SURJECT:  File D- Alleged racial discrimination practices against
various '"Freedom Riders' at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas, August 11, 1961.
Complying with instructions received Sunday, August 13,
1961 via long distance telephone, I have visited Houston, Texas
and conducted an investigation into the incident which took
place at the Union Station Coffee Shop on Friday, August 11, 1961
at Houston, Texas in connection with 11 Freedom Riders from
California and 7 Freedom Riders from Houston, Texas.
On Monday, August 14, 1961, I called at the City Jail,
61 Reasoner Street, Houston, Texas and requested of Mr. Edward
J. Muellering, Superintendent, Identification Bureau, access to
files on the group of people who were arrested at the Union Station
Coffee Shop on Friday, August 11, 1961. I was allowed to copy
information from the identification sheets on all individuals who
were arrested and placed in jail as a result of the incident.
Some of the records, according to Mr. Muellering, con-
tained erroneous information, as several of the individuals who

were white were listed as colored on their identification sheets.



Atrached to this memorandum as Appendix (A) is a list of the
names and addresses of all 18 of the people who took part in
the incident at the Union Station Coffee Shop.

When the group was arrested at the Union Station Coffee
Shop, 501 Crawford Street, Houston, Texas, they were first taken
to the City Jail at approximately 3:30 P.M. on Friday, August 11,
1961. The same day they were transferred to the County Jail.

The arresting officer was Lt. W. Sceotton.

At the County Jail, I interviewed 5 of the individuals
who were listed as colored on the identification sheets. They
were: Robert Charle% Farrell; Clarence Charles Berrard; Ronald
Petexr LaBostrie; Marjorie Marion Dunson; and Ellen Margaret
Kleiman. The last mentioned was found to be white when I reached
the County Jail and I requested an interview with her.

I was allowed to procure reference to the ticket numbers
of each of the 5 perscons interviewed.

Interviewing Mr. Robert Charles Farrell, that gentleman
stated that he had purchased the round-trip ticket at the ter-
minal at Los Angeles, California. There were two numbers on the
ticket, one printed: Form Exch 1575, the other written in Form:

card No. 09470. Los Angeles, California to Houston, Texas and



return. Issued by: SP 8-9-61.

Mr. Farrell stated that they were arrested up at the
lunch room inside the Union Station. He stated that at the
time he arrived, Mr. J. D. Burleson was more or less blocking
the door. He stated that one entrance was closed and that Mr.
Burleson was only admitting people through one door. He stated
that for a time Mr. Burleson was selective about the people he
allowed to enter, but that after a time, he left his post at
the door and the group went inside. He stated that the wait-
resses were not to wait on anyone that they did not know. Mr.
Farrell stated that he did not have the opportunity to request
service or to show his interstate train ticket. He stated that
he did want to be served and that he was prepared to ask for
service if given the opportunity and to show his interstate train
ticket. Mr. Farrell confirmed the address shown on Appendix (4)
as being correct, and stated that he could be reached at that
address if a subpoenae was served.

Mr. Clarence Charles Berrard was interviewed at the
County Jail on August 14, 1961. That gentleman confirmed the
address listed on Appendix (A) as being correct, and stated that

he could be reached at that address if a subpoena:was served.



He stated that he purchased his round-trip ticket at the Union
Station at Los Angeles, Califernia. The ticket, which was in
his locker at the County Jail at the time of my investigation,
bore the following numbers: Form Exch. 1574. Form: Card No. 09469.
Los Angeles, California to Houston, Texas and return. The ticket
Issued for: Santa Fe. Issued by: SP 8-9-61. Mr. Berrard was
asked if he requested service at the Union Station Coffee Shop
and if he showed his interstate train ticket. He stated that
when they reached the entrance to the coffee shop and found Mr.
J. D. Burlescon blocking the door, that their spokesman, Mr. Bob
Kaufman, told Mr. J. B. Burleson that they were interstate pas-
sengers and that they held interstate trailn tickets, and that by
Federal law they were entitled to entrance to the coffee shop
and service. Mr. Berrard stated that Mr. Burleson stated that
he did not care about the Federal law, that they could bring on
the Federal law. Mr. Berrard stated that at no time did Mr.
Burleson tell the group to leave.

Mr. Ronald Peter LaBostrie was interviewed at the same
time that Mr. Berrard was interviewed. He held interstate tic-
ket Numbers: Form Exch 1576. Form: Card No. 09571. Los Angeles,

California to Houston, Texas and Return: Issued for: Santa Fe.

Issued by: SP 8-9-61. Mr. LaBostrie confirmed the address

iy



shown on Appendix (A) as being correct, and stated that he
could be reached at that address if a subpcenae was served.
He confirmed the statements of Mr. Berrard as being correct.
Mrs. Marjorie Marion Dunson was interviewed at the
County Jail on Monday, August I4, 1961. She had in her pos-
session interstate train ticket No. Form Exch. 1578. Form:
Card No. 09473. 1Issued for: Santa Fe. Issued by: SP 8-9-61.
From Los Angeles, California te Houston, Texas and return.
Mrs. Dunson confirmed the address shown on Appendix (A) as herxr
correct address and stated that she could be reached at that
address if a subpoenae was served. Mrs. Dunson stated that Mr.
Burleson stood at the door and told them that they couldn't
come in. She stated that after about 15 minutes Mr. Burleson
walked away from the door completely and when he walked away
from the door, he stocod and watched them come in and then he
went to the telephone, and later left the coffee shop. Mrs.
Dunson stated that Mr. Burleson did nct insult any of them or
mistreat any of them. She stated that at no time did they
offer to serve her. She stated that she moticoned or beckoned
to the waitresses several times for service, and that one

waitress told them she was sorry she could not wait on them.



Mrs. Dunson stated that when she first entered the Union
Station Coffee Shop that she sat in a booth, but that she
later moved to the counter. She stated that she had been
sitting at the counter for over an hour before Mr. Burleson
returned with the police with John and Jane Doe warrants for
their arrest. Mrs. Dunson stated that she purchased her
interstate train ticket at the terminal at Los Angeles, Calif.

I also interviewed Miss Ellen Margaret Kleiman, whose
address was listed as 1521% Commonwealth, Los Angeles, Calif.
on the identification sheet., Miss Kleiman, when asked to con-
firm the address, stated that she had to give up her apartment
when she left for the trip to Houston, and that the only address
she could give through which she could be reached was that of
her parents. She gave as the name and address of her father:
Harry A. Kleiman, 608 North Avenue 53, Los Angeles 42, California.
Miss Kleiman was listed on the identification sheet as being
colored and she was first incarcerated in the colored block, but
it was later found that she was white and she was transferred
from the colored block to the white block of cells. When asked
her nationality, she stated that she was Caucasian. Miss Kleiman

stated that after they gained entrance to the coffee shop that



she beckoned to the waitress and that she was ignored. She
stated that the waitresses would mot look at them. She stated
that they did not offer to serve them and gave them no oppor-
tunity to give an order. She stated that some of the group sat
at the counter and some of them sat in booths. She stated that
they sat there until the owner came back with two policemen and
warrants. Miss Kleiman asked several times if I did not wish
to talk with her other friemnds, and asked if I would apeak with
their attorney, Mr. George Washington, Jr. She gave his telephone
number as CA-7-0186. Miss Kleiman's ticket showed the following
Numbers: Form Exchange ticket 1570. TForm Card No. 09465. It
was issued for: Santa Fe. ISSUING ROAD: SP 8-9-61.

Mr. J. D. Burlescn, sub~lessee and operator

of the dining facility described as the Union
Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas.

I called at the Union Station Coffee Shop, 501 Crawford
Street, Houston, Texas on the afterncon of August 14, 1961 and
requested an interview with Mr. J. D. Burleson. The cashier stated
that he had left for the day, but that she would contact him by
telephone for me. In telephone conversation with Mr. Burleson,
he stated that he had been alerted prior to their arrival that a

group of Freedom Riders were going to come into his restaurant



that day. He stated that he did not want them to come into his
place at all. He stated that they came there for the specific
purpose of demonstrating, and that their real purpose was not
to be fed. He stated that when colored interstate passengers
came into the restaurant and askféo be served that he has a
table out in the kitchen where he will serve them if they so
desire, but that he knew this group to be trouble makers and
that he told his waitresses not to serve them before they arrived.
He stated that he closed and locked the entrance door that opened
from the platform and that he stood at the door entering from
the lobby of the Union Station for a time and kept the group out
of the restaurant. He stated that there were so many of them
standing around the doorway that it was interfering with business
and he moved aside and let them in. He stated that it was approxi-
mately 1:30 P.M. when the demonstration began. He stated that a
white girl sat at ome of the booths between two colored men and
that three or four were in another booth, that three or four
went to the south end of the counter, and that the rest of them
occupied seats on the front counter.

Mr. Burleson stated that the only way that he can get

action on having the people removed from the restaurant is for



him to go and file charges against them and have warrants issued.
He stated that he filed charges and had warrants issued for the
arrest of the entire group in his restaurant on Friday, August
11, 1961. Mr. Burleson is firm in his position that he does
not consider his restaurant a facility set up for the purpose
of serving Interstate railroad passengers.

All 18 of the people were arrested on charges of unlaw-
ful assembly.

UNION STATION, HOUSTON, TEXAS

The board showing trains arriving and departing from
the Union Station at Houston, Texas, shows the following Lines:

Santa Fe Missouri Pacific

Fort Worth & Denver Ry.Co. Rock Island
The Santa Fe shows Train 65 California Special From: San Fran-
cisco-Los Angeles, Arizona, New Mexico and West Texas as Due to
arrive Houston 8:15 A.M. daily. On Friday, August 11, 1961, this
train No. 166 from the above points as arriving Houston at 9:35
A.M. with Conductor Davidson on August 11, 1961.

The Fort Worth and Denver Ry. Co. shows Train 17 Twin
Star Rockett From: Pacific Coast~Denver-Amarillo, Fort Worth,

Dallas. Due arrive Houston: 2:15 P.M. daily.
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No other traims are shown as arriving from the West

Coast.

MR. HAMAH R. KING
WASHINGTON, JEFFERSON & KING
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

3507-A WHEELER STREET
HOUSTON, TEXAS

On the afterncon of Momnday, August 14, 1961, I called
at the law offices of Washington, Jefferson and King and requested
an interview with Mr. George Washington, Jr., who was represented
by the individuals interviewed at the County Jail toc be their
attorney. Mr. Washington was out of the office and I was referred
to Mr. King. Present at Mr. King's office at the time of my call
was Mr. John Wildenthal, Jr. Mr. Wildemthal first stated that
he was just an interested citizen. Messrs. King and Wildenthal
asked if Mr. Wildenthal might be allowed to remain in the office
while I was speaking with Mr. King and I did not object. When
we exchanged business cards, Mr. Wildenthal's card read: John
Wildenthal, Jr., Attorney at Law, 3733 Westheimer, Houston 27,
Texas. Mr. Wildenthal said that some time back he was employed
in Washington on Vice President Johnson's staff. He stated that
he had called Washington, D.C. in July about the alleged racial
discrimination practiced against Doxothy M. Henry and lLoretta

M. Thompson at the Union Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas.
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Mr. King advised me that all 18 of the persons that
were arrested at the Union Station Coffee Shop held interstate
train tickets. He stated that he was not sure, but that he
thought the tickets for the group from Houston were to DeQuincy,
Louisiana. He stated that due to some difficulty at the County
Jail that bail had been posted for four of the white men and
that they had been released. He stated that the rest of the
group was in the County Jail at 4:30 P.M. Monday, August 14, 1961.
I asked Mr. King if he would be good enocugh to arrange
to have all 18 of the persons that were arrested at the Union
Station Coffee Shop to take their train tickets down to the
Interstate Commerce Commission at the Federal 0ffice Building
and have Mr. John C. Redus of the Bureau of Motor Carriers make
photocopies of them. It was explained to Mr. King that all
except 4 of the tickets were in custody at the County Jail and
that it would be a very inveolved and difficult thing to accomplish
reproduction of them while they were being held in custody. Mr.
King stated that he would do that, although he was unable to state
when the group would be released, or when they would stand trial.
Before my departure from his office, Mr. Andrew L.
Jefferson, Jr. came in. The interview was almost over when that

gentleman arrived.
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MR. LEWIS CUTRER, MAYOR
CITY HALL
HOUSTON, TEXAS

I called at the office of Mayor Cutrer on the afternoon
of Monday, August 14, 1961, but was unable to speak with that
gentleman. I inquired of the receptionist if she knew anything
about the brief the Mayor had requested the City Attorney to
make up in regard to the position of the City of Houston's
position in connection with the integration cf the Union Station
Coffee Shop. I was referred to City Attornmey R. H. Burks office,
and his secretary, Mrs. McRea, was asked about the brief that
was to be prepared by the City Attorney and sent to Commissioner
Hutchinson. Mrs. McRea conferred with City Attorney and returned
to tell me that he knew nothing about such a brief, and that he
had not prepared omne.

MR. J. T. ALEXANDER, PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER

HOUSTON BELT AND TERMINAL RAILWAY COMPANY
UNION STATION, HOUSTON, TEXAS

I interviewed Mr. J. T. Alexander on Monday, August 14,
1961 about the demonstration at the Union Station Coffee Shop
on August 11, 1961. Mr. Alexander gave me photocopies of news-
paper articles in connection with the matter and those articles

are attached as Appendix (B).
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Mr. Alexander stated that since the restaurant was
leased to Mr. J. D. Burleson that the Houston Belt and Terminal
Railway Company was not in a position toc take any action. He
stated that the rest of the Union Station had been integrated
for some length of time.

Mr. Alexander called me long-distance at headquarters
in Fort Worth, Texas on Wednesday, August 16, 1961 and advised
me that the group of eleven passengers that came into Houston
from California on August 11, 1961 had come into Houston on
the Southern Pacific Railroad. He stated that the Scuthern
Pacific station did not have a lunch room or restaurant im it.
He further advised me that all eleven of the tickets of the
group that arrived from California were exchanged on Friday,
August 11, 1961 at about noon at the ticket office at the Union
Station. The exchange was made to change the tickets from the
Southern Pacific to the Santa Fe. He stated that each of the
eleven exchange tickets was made out for R. P. Kaufman, 2734
Haste, Berkley, California.

Mr. Alexander stated that Mr. Watkins Deer, ticket
clerk and Mr. W. M. Gentry, Ticket Agent at the Union Stationm,

Houston, Texas, handled the transaction. Mr. Alexander stated
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that all the tickets for the 1l people that arrived from Cali-
fornia were sold at Los Angeles on August 9, 1961. He stated
that R. P. Kaufman gave as the reason for exchanging the tickets
that they could not get reserved seats on the Southerm Pacific.
Kaufman did not request reserved seats on the exchange Santa
Fe tickets and gave as the reason that they did not know when
they would go back.

Mr. Alexander stated that the Ticket Agent at the Union
Station had the California tickets that were surrendered in
exchange in his possession, as well as copies of the exchange
tickets, and that he would have photocopies of these tickets
made and send them to me at Fort Worth, Texas. The photocopies
of the tickets will be forwarded to you immediately when they
are received.

The Southern Pacific passenger train Sunset arrived at
the Southern Pacific Statiom at Houston, Texas at 92:55 A.M.,
Friday, August 11, 1961. Mr. Alexander stated that he spoke
with Mr. Hamah King of the law firm Washington, Jeffersomn and
King, and that Mr. King confirmed that 21l of the 11 Califormnia
interstate passengers arrived in Houstom on Friday, August 11,

1961 on the Scuthern Pacific train.
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MISCELLANEOUS

On Tuesday morning, August 15, 1961, I called at the
Interstate Commerce Commission and spoke with Mr. John C. Redus,
District Supervisor, Bureau of Motor Carriers, about the matter
and told him that Mr. Hamah King of Washington, Jefferson and
King had told me that he would have all 18 of the people in-
volved in the incident at the Union Station Coffee Shop on
August 11, 1961, go into the Interstate Commerce Commission
office with their tickets and that Mr. John C. Redus would have
the tickets photocopied and returned to the individuals. I re-
quested Mr. Redus to be sure that each of the tickets was

identified with the individual in possession of it.

Respectfully submitted,

~ / gy
£€:7“7%?Zﬁaﬁjliﬁmu#,’
Roy R. Walker
Special Agent
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Appendix (A)

List of 18 people arrested at Union Station Coffee Shop,
Houston, Texas, on the afternoon of August 11, 1961, on
charges of unlawful assembly. The list contains name,
address, race, sex and JTdentification Number in records
of City Jail, 61 Reasoner Street, Houston, Texas.

FARRELL, Robert Charles, 514 East 33rd Street, Los Angeles, Calif.
Negro - Male. Identification Number 113998,

BERRARD, Clarence Charles, 4457 Lexington Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif.
Negro - Male. Identification Number 114004,

LA BOSTRIE, Ronald Peter, 2663 Cimmaron, Los Angeles, Calif,
Negro - Male., Identification Number 114000.

DUNSON, Marjorie Marion; Sterling (nee), 1843 W. 47th, Los Angeles,
Calif. Race: Jamacian (British subject). Emigrant. - Female.
Identification Number 114001. i

KLEIMAN, Ellen Margaret, 1521% Commonwealth, Los Angeles, Calif.
White - Female. Identification Number 114006,

KOVNER, Particia Ann, 4253 Fulton, Sherman Oaks, Calif.
White - Female. Identification Number 114007.

RADCLIFFE, Beverly Dell, 1126 Randall Court, Los Angeles, Calif,
White - TFTemale. Identification Number 11i4008.

KAUFMAN, Robert Paul, 2734 Haste, Berkley, Calif. White - Male, ..
Identification Number 113999. WWow tio6 B3 Son Catt 90T Ceree Prrly

SANFIELD, Stephen Howard, 1533% N. McAdden Place, Hollywood 28, Calif.
White - Male. Identification Number 114005.

McNICHOLS, Steven Everett, 9230 N. Edgemont, Los Angeles, Calif.
White - Male., Identification Number L14003.

STEVENSON, Joseph McClendon, 2101 Stanley Hills Drive, Hollywood,
Calif. White - Male. Identification Number 1314002,

JONES, Robert Earl, 2520 Staples, Houston, Texas. Alias: Johnson,
Robert L.; Jones, E. R. WNegro - Male. Identification Number 35260.



continued - 2 - Appendix (A)

HOGROBROOK, Holly Adrienne, 2119 Winburn, Houston, Texas.
Negro - Female. TIdentification Number 114010.

HANDY, "Willie" H., 4002 Market, Houston, Texas. Negroc - Female.
Identification Number 1314009.

HAMILTON, Herbert Wilkie, 10513 Murr-Way, Houston, Texas.
Negro - Male. TIdentification Number 110636.

HUTCHINS, John Dane, Jr., 2206 Dowling, Houston, Texas.
Negro - Male. Identification Number 111907.

JONES, Eddie Douglas, 3205 Calumet, Houston, Texas. Negro - Male.
Identification Number 111102,

MOODY, Marion Marie, 601 East 39th, Houston, Texas. Negro - Female.
Identification Number 111004.
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Houston 1, Texas
Assistant Director Paul J. Relder Avpust 15, 1961
Seostion of Car Service

Safety & Bervice &pgent Wm. S. Reese ol

Alleped racial discrimination practiced assinst Dorothy

M, Henry end Lorette M, Thompson ot the Unlon SHtatlon
Coffee Shop, HousbLon, Texas, (D=79)

T am atfaching other nowsprper clippings taken from

the Houshon Chronlcls snd the Houston Posbt, dated Ausust 12,

for your informaticn.

Zone Supervisor Handy




|Upon _Houstoﬁ_ |
|Starts; 18 Held

Houston's Union Station
Coffee Shop apparently is the
target for the first Houston
invasion of out-of-town “free-
dom riders.”

Eleven Californians were
among 18 persons in jail Sat-
urday after an attempt to in-
tegrate the train station cof-
fee shop in the South’s
largest city.

Those arrested remained in
.|the county jail after they re-
fused to make bond.

Predicts “Waves”

A prominent Negro in
Houston, who hLas helped to
finance integration atiempts
by the Ilocal Progressive
Youth Assn., said “*waves of
freedom riders are going to
come {o Houston in the next
few months.”

One of the “freedom rid-
ers,” Robert Kaufman, 23, a
‘| graduate American History
student at the University of
California at Berkeley, said,
“T wouldn’t be surprised if
more and more people come
here from out of fown.”.

Kaufman, who is white, wasg
(See RIDERS, Page 2)-

(5%

e

RIDERS - -

{Continued From Page 1)

atting as spokesman for the
group of Californians.
Trips Paid

| Raeial Equality (C.O.R.B) had
sponsored and paid for the
trip he and the 10 others
made to Houston,

The New York-based organ-
ization has been heading
'“freedom rider” campaigns
throughout the Scuth.

Angeles by C.O.R.E. to make
the trip here to test the state-
ment of your mayor,” Kaui-
man said.

Mayor Lewis Cutrer said
two weeks ago that holders
of interstate tickets will not
be arrested at the coffee shop
by police unless someone else
files complaints.

The 11 Californians arrest-
|ed Friday night had traveled
Lo Houston from Los Angeles
on round trip tickets

Unlawful Assembly

The group of Negroes and
whites was arrested after cof-
{ee shop cperator James D.
Burleson, 4063 Merrick,
swore out John and Jane Doe
warrants charging them with
unlawful assembly.

Until the demonstration
Friday, integration attempts
at the cofee shap. downtown
restaurants and movie the-
aters have been carried out
by the local P.Y.A.

First. Such Aitempt

This was the first attempt
by a large group of out-
of-towners sponsored by
JC.ORE.

The Californians arrested
and jailed were: Kaufman,
Mrs. Marjorie Dunson, 30;
"IRobert C. Farrell, 24; Ronald
P. Labostrie, 26; Miss Patricia
Ann Kovner, 20; Miss Beverly
Radcliffe, 23; Miss Ellen
Kleinman, 19; Steven E. Mc-
Nichols, 22; Clarence C. Ber-
rard, 21, all of Los Angeles.

18, and Jeseph McClendon,
18, of Hollywood. .
The Houstonians jailed
were: Fddie Douglas Jones,
19, 3205 Calumet; Herbert
Hamilton, 20, 10513 Murr
Way; John D. Hutchings, 20,
2206 Dowling; Miss Holly A,
Hogrobrooks, 20, 2119 Win-

AW 1w

. bein.; Miss Marion M., Moody,

19 g01. E. 39th; Robert E.
Joieds, 32, 2520 Staples, and
Willie H. Handy, 18, 4002
Market.

He said The Congress of :

“We were contacted in Los |-

Also, Stephen . Sanfield, |
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FEleven ‘freedom riders”

wrants charging unlawful

| Eequality,

Seven ITousion members of
the Progressive Youlh Associa-
tion Wwere arresied with them.

THE CALIFORNIA group's
while spokesiman, Rebert Kauk
man, 23, of Berkeley, said:

“This is a definite aiterpl io
test iniegration in Housloin.”’

Kautman said his group, spon-
sored by 1he Congress of Racial
arrived in Housfon
aboui 10 AM Friday by frain.

He said lhey were iraveling
on round-irip tickeis from Los

'{ Angeles 10 ITouslon.

The “freedom riders’’ went 10
jail rather than post bonds of
$500 each. Kaufiman said lhey
would not posi ihe bouds and
would serve out any senience.

“WE ARF ON vacalion,” he
said, *“We haie for il to be ihis
kind, but we [eel [hal we are da-
ing our duiy.’’

All the demonstrators identi-
fied themselves as students.

Kaufman said his group called

{iie Progressive Youth Assecia-

tion. and then sveni 1o the coffee

2:20 PM.

They lalked o ihe coffee shop
manager, James D. Burleson ol
4063 Merrick Drive.

Kaufman said Burleson {eld
them he would Iet ithem in as

they filed in and {look seafs.
and swore oid 19 Jolin Doe and
nine Jane Doe warranis. The
ihe warrants.

Lewis Cnlrer decreed afller a

“lconference with Negra -allorneys
“ithat

no legilimale 1ravelers
would be avresled in ihe siation

sworn oul againgt them,
ITe so decreed allev Cily Ally

Iraveler,
Shupirine

jice to any nlerstale
Palice Chiri Car}

warranls.

Wil WILE NOT Ble charges
ourselves on people in
slale lravel,” he said.

gsoon as lhe coffee shop - gol
empty. Eut, he said, Burleson|:
disappeared- . somewhere, and|'

BURLESON WENT fo Justice|'
of the Peace Tom Maes” court|

gourt requesied police to serve,

Two weeks ago Friday, Mayor|

reslanrant unloss svarranis were .

Richard Burks said the resiaug-:
_{ranl cannat legally reluse serv-

was on vacalion Triday. Assisi-:
ant. Ciuel George Scher said his|:
olficers were simply execuling|.

inter-|

11 ‘Freedom Riders’
‘Arrested at Station

California Group Goes Lo Jail
Rather Than Post $500 Bonds

from California—seven of

them white—-were arrested Iriday afterncon in the
Union Stalion Restaurani on John and Jane Doe war-

assembly.

addrion to Kawdman were:

Mrs Marjorie ' Dunson, 20,
Rovert ¢ Farrell, 24, Ronald
P, Labostrie, 25, Miss Patricia
Ann -Kovner, 20, Miss Beverly
nadelille, 23, Miss Ellen Klein-
man, 18, Steven K. McNichols,
22, Clarence C. Bervard, 21, all
of T.os Angeéles.

Algo, Joseph McClendan Stie-
venson, 18, and Siephen H. San-
field, both of ITollywaood.

The Tlouslonmians arresied
were

Roberi F. Jones, 32, of 2520
Staples St; Miss Holly A. Hogo-
orook, 20, of 2119 Winbern Si;
Willie TI. Handy, 18, of 4002
Marlkel Streel; Miss Marion M.
Moody, 19, of 601 East 39th Ave.
Also, .Tolm D. Huichings, 20,
ol 3206 Dowlmg Si; Herberl
Hamilion, 20, of 10513 Murr Way,
and INddie Douglas Jones, 19, of
3205 Calumel Drive.

WHILE THE demensirators
failed 10 desegregale lhe coffee
shop, Jones noled thai they did
desegregale l|he city jail Fri-

shop m the Umon Station about|day

ay.
Tor {he [lirst time, Negro and
while demonstralors were put
in Lhe same cells. .
YT understang,” Kaulman
joked from lus jail cell, “that
ihis is (he only infegrated hotel
in Tousion.”*

The Caltlorniany arresied in;
f




August 14, 1961

Telephone conversaticn between Special Agent Roy Walker at Houston, TeX.,

and Director Walter:

S.hA. We

Dir. W,
Sehe
Dir.
S.A.
Dir.

S.A.

Dir.
S.A.

I have checked and am nearly through but have not had an
opportunity to get to Union Station.

Was that service at Union Station or Southern Pacific?

I think at Union

Did they come in on Union Pacifie

I think it was the Santa TFe.

That comes in at Union Station doesn®t it?

I guess so. I have been out to the County jail and City

jail. They let 5 of the people out. I have interviewed the
negroes who had tickets from Californias; one girl was Jewish

and ncot negro. I have the train ticikket numbers. None of them
had an opportunity to show the tickeis at the station where

they tried to get lunch service. The waitress wouldn't wait

on those tables.

They didn't offer to display interstate tickets?

Each said they were not asked to display them. Mr. Burleson metl
them at the door and barred them with his arms. He kpi-3ihe
kept them out for a2 while and filnslly he left the door and they
21l came 1n but he would not serve them and I think he spoke to
a white man who was the spokesman, Belleve his name was Bob
Coffman. He told Mr. Burleson they were interstate passengers
and wanted service and explained the Federal laws to Mr. Burleson.
Mr. Burleson said he didatd couldn't be bothered with Federal laws.

But I have not yet had the opportunity to talk to Burleson today.



Dir.

SJh.

Dir.

S.A.

Dir.

Dir.
S.A.

Dir,
S.he
Dir.
S.A.

Dir.

Have you talked to police officers?

¥o sir, have not talked to the arresting officers.

I just a few minutes ago golt access to the tickets. I saw each
ticket. They were in lockers. There are two sections -~ men's
in one and women's in another. I had to tazke each one in a room
and talk to Them and took quite a while for each and then I had
to get hold of the tickets from the locker room.

You didn't meet with any resistance on the part of the jail
authorities?

No sir, they were all very cooperative, even the freedom riders.
Made some remerk as to what they are to do. It was terribly hot
in there.

How maty interstate passengers were refused serfice, were there
seven of them, - four I guess.

Four colored, and a great many interstate passengers were refused
service. Four of the people were considered Caucasian,

There was one colored girl and there were three coiored men, all
the others were white. I did not have an opportunity to interview
a white man.

You might interview one white man.

I heard someone mention that two of these women are immigrants.
They were going to ship them to Brownsville, Tex.

Meaning immigrants from Mexico.

No sir, I immgine they were going to deport them. They were white,
Do you have your photostat eguipment with you?

No sir, but I imagine I can borrow some,

Think you can get those tickets long enough to get photostats of

thems
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S.A.

Dir.

S.A.

Dir.

Dir.
S.A.
Dir.

Ssh.

Dir,
S.A.
Dir.
S.h.

Dir.

I would have to request permission to get them out of the locker

but I am not certain I can accomplish it. I might accomplish it after
the people get out. There is a locker in the women's section and
one in the men's section and I would have toc set up equipment in the
two different places to take pictures.

Do you think you can finish there today. 1Is Reese with you?

No, he is in Iouisiana this week., Apparently he was nol in

Houston on the week end. I had to come by myself.

If you encounter too much trouble in getting the tickets to photostat
tell the holders of the tickels km when they go out of jail to go to
the Bureau of Motor Carriers office to get photostats made.

They have given me the name of their attorney. His name is George
Washington, Jr. I think I can get the tickets photostated when they
get out of jJail.

You are taking the numbers of the tickets of everyone?

Tes.

There is no doubt in your mind that it is the Union Station

It is the same station. I don't know what the trouble was

regarding the whites.

You are going to Ft. Worth when you finish.

Yes sir, but I would like to interview Burleson before I leave,

You won't have time to write your report today,

No I don't think so. I will write it when I get back to Ft. Worth,

One other question I would like to ask you, let me think what it is.



S.A. I have got all the names and addresses where these people
can be reached; that is the four colored and one white person.

Dir. While you are there call the Mayor's office or drop in and ask
him about the brief, He told Reese when he was there the City
Attorney prepared a brief on the City's mewtis position in this
matter and was going to send it to the Chairman. We haven't got
it yet., Will you ask him if it has been mailed and tell him we
would Iike to have it as soon as possible. He was going to send it
to Chairman Hutchinson. I wanit that particularly to cover the
point of arresting people on complaint of Burleson.

S. A. Yes sir. Bvery one was charged with nnlawful assembly.

Dir. Were they arrested by complaint of Burleson or without complaint.

S.h. Burleson went away and came back with the policeman and had John
Doe and Jane Doe warrants,

Dir. They were not told they would not be served?

SeAa The weitresses wouldn't go to their booth to serve them, One
waitress went over and told them she couldn't serve them. No one
had an opportiunity to place an order.

Dir. The one person was refused service?

S.A. Mr. Burleson met them al the door refusing service to 21l of then.
Should I get each of the newspapers thal came out.

Dir. Yeg I would like to have them but of course I can't rely on what
the newspapers say. That is why I wanted you to go there. If you
have time to write your report, write it today; otherwise write it when

you get back to Ft., Worth.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO

FROM

Mr. A. Henry Walter, Director

: August 2
Bureau of Inquiry and Compliance DATE gust 2

Bureau of Safety and Service

supyeer:  Alleged racial discrimination practiced against

Dovothy il. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the
Union Station Coffee Shop, Fouston, Texas. (D-72)

1961

Attached hereto Ls copy of a report from Bafety and

Service Agent Wm. S. Reese (the original of which was given to
you in person) concerning an investigatvion made by Agent Reese
at your request,
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OFTIONAL FORM NO. 10
5010—10C4

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

. Houston 1L, Texas
TO Assilstant Director Psul J, Reider DATE: August 1, 1961
Section of Car Service

FROM Safety & BService Agent Wm. S, Reeso

-

SUBJECT: Alleged racial discrimination practiced against Dorothy
M, Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Ststion
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas. (D=-79)

Mr. Walter of the Buresu of Ingulry and Complisnce tele-
thoned me a2t 2:30 pm, July 31, 1961 requesting Turther informa-
tion in connection with the above-mentloned subject.

He wanted me to discuss with Mayor Lewis Cubtrer of the
city of Houston snd determine their policy in regard to the
arresting of these people when they have interstate rall tickets.
fLlso, endeavor to have Mr. Cutrer write Chairman Hutchinson of
their views in the matter. And too, I was requested to iInter-
view Mr. Burleson further to determine if he had made any change
in his poliicy of refusing service to persons when they hold
Iinterstate rail tickets.

This morning Mr. Walter ask me to investigale the state-
ment mede in the Houston Chronicle dated July 30, to the effect
that Attorney George Washington, Jr. intended filing a request
in the Federal court asking for an injunction to stop Mr. Burle-
son from refusing service.

I was unable to discuss thls matter with Mayor Cutrer
until 9:00 am this morning. His position is that when the police
are called, they will, before making an arrest, determine if the
person or persons have a rall ticket or other evidence showing
that they are interstate passengers,. If it is determined that
they are interstste psssengers, no arrest will be made--unless,

a charge is rfiled by Mr. Burlsson and a warrant issued for arrest,
then the police will have %o abide by it. Mr. Cutrer steted
rfurther thst he wss having their attorney prepere a brisf out-
lining their policy, which would be sent %o Chairman Hutchinson
within a few days. A copy of this brief will be furnished me;

2nd upon receipt of same, it will be transmltted to you for your
information.

Further digscussion with Mr, Burleson reveals that there
hes heen nco change from his original poliecy, and that he has no
intention of changing. He states that he will continue refusing
service wWhether they hold =2 ticket or not, and charges will be
filed asgainst them when they enbter his establishment.



-De
Asst. Dir. Paul J. Reilder fugust 1, 1961

My investigation in commnection with the Houston Chronicle
article to the effect that Attorney George Weshington, Jr. would
ask for an injunction in the Federal court to cause Mr. Burleson
to cease refusing service reveals that no such sction has thus-
far been taken, and it is evident thet Attorney Washington wes
misquoted. In fact, T talked with him; snd he states that hs
did not and does not inbtend taking such actlon. He feels that
this should be instituted by us "ICC",

s additional informsbion, Bldrewey Stesrnes, President
of the Progressive Youth Associstion, with two other persons,
none of which had rail tickets, were arrested on July 21 for a
Mgit-in" at the Union Station Resteurant. Siearnes slected to
stay in the county jail rether than make bond efter being charged
with unlawful assembly in the restasurant. A wrlt of habeas cor-
pus was filed by his attorney in Federal court to obtain his re-
lesse. The hearing was scheduled for July 28, 2t which Federal
Judge Allen B. Hennay granted a motion by the Pistrict Attorney
to dismiss a petition for a writ to free Stearnes. Judge Hennay
said his court lacked jurisdiction and that plesdings did not
establish "extra-—ordinary circumstances' which would empower it
to act. Stearnes was fineslly relessed from jail July 30 on a
#1,00 bond, and nothing further has developed up to this time.

WER/rl
cect Zone Supervisor Handy
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Cutrer S Ald
In ‘Sit-Ins’
Requested

“Mayor Lewis Cutrer was
rged Wednesday night {0 inter-
vene in the arrests of Negroes
at_the staurant in Houston’s
Union Station "as a Southern
mouthem problem.”’

A telegram was senl to the
mayor's office in the City Hall
by George Washington Jr, an at-
torney who has represented Ne-
groes who were arrested while
seeking service in the restau-
rant.

- WASHINGTON urged Cutrer
in the 200-word telegram Lo issue
a directive “‘prohibiting the un-
lawiul arresis of persons seek-
ing to enjoy their righis.”
»"I‘he ‘mayor could not be
reached Wednesday might for
comment on the situation,

The reguest for intervention
c¢ame on the eve of a habeas
corpus hearing in federal court
here seeking to free Eldrewey
Stearnes from the Harris Coun-
ty Jail on the grounds that his
arrest was unwarranted, .

Stearnes, executive director of
the Progressive Youlh Assoacia-
Hon, was charged with unlaw-
ful assembly last Friday when

was arrested while seeking
service at the Union Station res-
taurant.
ﬁﬁﬁm.L%?S,_(M&sbm
who filed e _writ in federal

scmmmatmn in mtersta.te o

mﬂ:‘@m@i‘_\ﬁ&
“Hhe Iiferstate Commerce Act.

Washington said he requested
Mayor Cuirer's intervention to
avoid future appeals to federal
court to solve a local problem.

“TI think there is a misconcep-
tlon that we as a minority grougp
would like to run off to Wash-
ington and the Supreme Court
to settle such things,”” Washing-
ion said.

““We think there has been too

e

S

much buck passing to the fed-|Z
eral courts. We have avoided(f
that as Iong as we could, &

“AND WE STILL {ee? we can |/
solve our problems without go-|3
ing out of Houston,” g

Washingion said he viewed s
this as a Southern solution 10 al7
Southern problem, 4

" THE HOUST‘Q.N ‘POST
| S —

FRIDAY, JULY 28,

1361

Mayor Holds Mecting On|

v s . )
Union Restaurant Sit-Ins
4 As far as ihe Cily of Houstonjlors last week and slayed in
. is concerned, the coffee shop atljail o proiest his arresi.

g[the Union Station is desegregat-| Judge Hannay ruled ihal he
'; ed for all bona fide, trawn|was not enlifled 1o a hearing.

8 travelers. . “You are asking us 1o antici-
B This was the decision al a[Pate thal ihe irial n the county
| meeling Thursday aflernoon of court-at-law will result in a con-
Aniayor Lewis Culrer; Police|viclion, bul, of course, noc one
| Chiel Carl Shupirine and his top knp\vs that il will,” the judge
{lofficers, and the attorneys for|Said,

il Cldrewey Stearnes, ihe 27-year-|
4l old ieader of 1the resiaurani sif-
down demensirations in Hous-|

THE MAYOR explained it

From now on, when cily po-f
8ilice are called to the coffee shop|
on complaints of demonstrations,
g (the officers will check for dick-
iels and other evidence that the
flipersons in question are irave-|
lers. If il ave Hel or olh-|.

arrest them.
|| However, if the operator of the}’

coffee shop then files a com-
l-assembly 13 2

EWe, 1have ? choice™ 'h;ut ;.
mizke Arresls afier warranis are
1ssued by me courts,” thée mayor
g explained. “But thal is - the
vl on]yu way, in which bone ﬁrde
{ travelers, involyed mn mtersta
will. :
o

o
=
tn
b/a-
el
%%%-

T

charged in corporation
loilering the mayor

that ‘me"conptzratmn cocms and
county‘ fimmal couris are Ais-
W& missing loitering charges fair-|’
ly consisiently. :
»| The ma'eimg was hel’@“mh 1ihe
)|mayor's.difice Thursda¥ , aller|¢
i

\%‘p, on appealed torQuirer
7 | (Breloy, tig arresidy “as a-Seuth-
b |ern solution to a Scuthern prob-
¥|lem.’ '

Cily Atty Richard Burks al-|4
d

3 tended It ani opjnion |-

h: srsiate passengers
8| dre_leeally entitldd 1o eal in the
Blcoifee shop. .

J. D. Burleson, the restaurant)
joperator, who hat sworn charges|
agenst the demonstrators, did
not allend,
WARLIER THURSDAY U. S.
Distriet Judge Allen B. Hannay
dismissed Slearnes’ petition lor
a wril of habeas corpus and ihe|
leader of the Progressive Youth|!
Asgsociation wenl back 1o the
Conpty Tail.
\ Stearncs had refused lo make|,
gl | bond when he was arresied with
Jwo ‘Ireedem rider’' demonstra-{,

s L S



OPTIONAL FORM NQ. 10

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT - (J L0 S A7
Memorandum

. . Houston 1li, Texas
TO - Agsistant Director Paul J. Reider DATE: July 28, 1961

Section of Car Service
FROM Safety & Service Ageﬁéé%zfag%fizfzg{’qis

SUBJECT: Allegsed racial discrimination practiced against Dorothy
M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas. (D=79)

This has reference to your memorandum dated May 21, 1961,
concerning my report on the matter dated June 13, 1961.

Today I met and conferred with 3pecial Agent Chapman, of
the Bureau of Inguiry and Compliance, concerning this metter.
After which, we interviewed Mr. J. T. Alexander, President of
the Houston Belt and Terminal Rallway Company, Mr. Quentin Bates,
cne of the HB&T attorneys, and also Mr. J. D. Burleson, owner
of the Unicon Station Restsurant.

During the course of our interviews, Mr. Chapman c¢ited
the United States Supreme Court's decislion on December 5, 1960
in the Boynton vs Virglnia case, with which Mr. Alexander, Bates
and Burleson were familiar,

The HBEET maintains the position that no laws are being
violated, and that they would not be within their legal rights
in attempting to force or compel Mr. Burleson to intérgrate.

To do so, would, in their opinion, subject them to a possible
damage suit. Mr., Burleson is still maintaining that his
establishment is privately owned and has no comnection whatever
with the csasrrisr; also that he has not violated any laws and is
within his rights in refusing service to any person, whether
they ars travelers or not.

The foregoing is for your information. Also, I em

attaching two more articles taken Irom the Houston Post, dated
July 27 and 28, concerning these "sit-in" demonstrations.

ccs Zone Supervisor Handy
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT oo

Memorandum

&

TO Mro. A, Henry Walter, Director " pare: July 28, 1961
Bureau of ITnquiry and Compliance

FROM A.M. Chapman, Speclal Agent
Fort Worth, Texas

supfecT: File D~-79: Alleged racial discriminationwﬁfécticed
against Dorothy M. Henry ahd Loretta M.
Thompson at the Union Stetlon Coffee
Shop, Houston, Texas
Complying with instructions received yesterday by tele-
phone from you and Assistant to Director E.L. Murphy, T have
visited Houston, Texas and discussed the above subject with
the fellowing persons, accompanied in each instance by Mre
Wm. S. Reese, Safety and Service Agent, who conducted the in-

vestigation for the Interstate Commerce Commission:

(2} Mr. J.T. Alexender, President and General Manager,
Houston Belt and Terminal Railway Companyo.

(b) Mr, Quentin Bates, a member of the Law firm of Ful-
bright, Croocker, Fresman, Bates and Jaworski, Bank
of the Scuthwest Building, Houston, Texas. Mr.
Bates is counsel for Houston Belt & Terminal Ry. Coo

(¢) Mr, J.D, Burlescn, sub-lessee and operator of the
dining facility described above as the Union Station
Coffee Shon, Houston, Texas.

Although the wossibility of injunctive action or criminal
prosecution, or both, were freely discussed without any apparent
feeling on their part that these suggestions were being threat-
ened at this time, the partlies are adamant in thelir position
that no law vioclations have occurred, and sach indicates that

—_—
any action sgalinst them will be resisted.

Having stabed thelr position, each of these parties was
asked to explain the grounds on which they base their decision.

Thelr explanztions are as followa:



Statements of J.D. Burleson

Mr. Burleson was questiocned apart from the other two men,
by me, in the presence of Safety and Service Agent Reese.

Mr. Burleson states that he has, in fact, refused service
to members of the colored race:; that he 1is currently refusing
service to such personms; and that he plans to continue thia
Policy until such time as a Court or other bedy of competent
Jurisdiction orders him to discontinue this practice.

Mr. Burlescn states further that he has employed counssl,
who has advised him to continue his present policies as indi-
cated=m above; that his attorney informed him that the decision
of the United States Supreme Court in Bruce Boynton v. Virginia,
decided December 5, 1960, does not extend to condlitions which
exist at the Houston diming facility in question; and that this
opinion of his counsel has besn endorsed by an informal forum
of seventsed attorneys who were consulted by Burleson's attorney.

Mr. Burleson informed us that he has no personal objection
to integration of his dining facility, but it would be sconomic
suicide for him to do so at this time, and that a restraining
order would result in permanent closing of the facility. He ex-
pigained that his pessimistic views ﬁzlge-based upon -

(a) The Union Station dining facility tekes in aboulb $300,00 per

daye.
i%hi \ s twenty-twokx (22) persons.
tb) The facihity gwploy 7 his trade is from persons who

Eicnty-Lfive (85) percent of X 3
te) ea% ngularly with him, being employed in and aroynd the
Tnlon e l28) Be t or more of his regular trade would

- ercen _ ade
(a) ggegigéiig;e(ﬁg; Eheir meals if this faciliby was integrated.
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{e) If this facility whould be declared as one sub ject to

Fedeoral jurisdiction, the next step would be to order

him to comply with Federal minimum wage standards, which

would wipe out any possibility of a profit, consider-

ing the fact that other dining facilities in the imme-

diate area would not be affected by such regulations.

The foregoing explanations are, no doubt, ireevelant to
the issues here involved. However, they show that, in the mind
of Proprieteor Burleson, he must choose between opposing the inte-
giation of this facility or economic disaster,

Statements of J.T. Alexander
(in conjunction with Attorney Bates)

Mr. Alexander was the first of the three persons contgcted.
After he had stated his position as President of Houston Belt
and Terminal Rallway Company, in opposition to attempting the
lessee or sub-lessee to be persuaded to integrate the dining fa-
¢llity in the Union Stetion, it was agreed that Mr. Quentin Bates,
attorney for the Terminal Railwsy Company, should be called into
the conference. Mr. Bates gave up a small portion of his va-
cation to join us, but, in the interim, Mr., Alexander borrowed
my copy of the Supreme Court decision in Boynton v. Virginia, for
his personal study and then for discussion in the presence of
Attorney Bates.

The position of the Houston Belt and ©Terminal Railwey Com-
pany, as expresaed by President Alexander and concurred in by
Attorney Bates, 1is as Tollows:

1. There ls a wvalild and lawful leoase from the Terminal Railway
to H.T. Brandon, and an enforceable sub-lease of the dining
faclility to J.De Burleson. , As long as that lszase runs (to
1964} and 1ts terms are mebt by the sub-hessee, the Terminal

Railwey Company has no control over the policies of the
tenant-operator of Lhe dining facillity.
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2« The lease presently in effect cerries a clauss which oermits
cancsllation of the lease in the ewent of violation, on the
part of the lessse, of State or FPdderal laws. Lt is the po-
sition of the lessor thet, untiT silyner ©the Interstate l[

Commerce Cormmisgsion or the Federa] Courts havs made a deter-

PrEETIOH of this matter, tHe T5Ssor had no grounds on which
to base a cause of getion against the lessee.

3+ The Terminel Railway Company 1s not opposed to integration
of the dining facility in the Union Station. They are, how-
ever, apprehensive that such action would result In the dis-
cintinusnce of the use of the facility fob dining purposes.

f« The Terminal Railway Company maintains that the decision in
the Boynton cass is based upon facts so far different to
those which exist at the Houston facility as to cause them
to believe that the Court might well have rendered an oppo-
s8ite decision had the Houston facility been the one in 1liti-
gationoe

As the Terminal Company appears be firmly convinced that their
situation is diffepent from that existing at the Rilchmmand Terminal,
which was the facihity in question in the Boynton case, I asked Mr.
Alexander to point out some of these differences to me. Some of
them are, he states, as follows:

In the Bovnton case the Court sald: '"We decide only this case, on
its facts, where the circumstances show that ther terminal and

restaurant operate as an integral part of the bus carrier's tvans-
portation service for interstate passengers."

The Houston facility i1s not an integral part of the {railroad)
carrier!s transportation service. All trains coming into or leaving
the terminal at or about usual meal hnours carry dining c¢ars or othsr
sating facilities.

In the case of Dorothy Henry and Loretta Thompson, it is claimed
that they came to the Union Statlon dining Facility before fiwa. (5)
otclock in the afternoon when they were refused service. The trainj
on which they planned to deparl was not scheduled to leave until
about 2130 p.m. This, the Terminal people contend, does not give
mien flavor Lo the Court!'s dictum to thh effect that "Interstate
passengers have to eat", or thet this restaurant constibuted an
Mossentinl need” in their case.
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There were other contentions, all of which I would consider
to be of an argumentative nature. I have given you herein only
enough to iddicate the trend of the thinking as expressed toc me
by the persons interviewed at Houston.

I bellieve I have properly carried oubt your instructionsa in
determining the attitude of the parties in question, and that I
left no doubt in their minds that serious conseguences might re-
sult if they maintain the position previously reported. I also

feael that there iz no animosity left behind as a result of this

““'—SPE"C_/'IAZZ‘A‘ '%A‘J

handling of a sensative subject.



QEFIONAL FORM NO. 10 -

5016—104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TG

FROM

Houston 1L, Texas
Assistent Director Paul J, Relder patE: July 25, 1961

Section of Car SerVic:4??2%A7§szjﬁzi
=
i
Safety & Service fAgent Wm, S. Reese |

sugjecT: Alleged racial discriminstion practiced sgainst Dorothy

1961,

M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas. (D=79)

This has reference to your memorandum dated May 2l,
concerning the sbove-mentioned subject, and my report

on the matter dated June 13, 1961,

Attached is an article taken from the Houston Post,

dated July 23, 1961, which is related to this matter and is
for your information.

ccs

Zone Supervisor Handy
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_Tlcket HoldmgUNe gro
|Arrested at Depo-t

Police Saturday night ar-
rested 2 Negro youth on a
charge of loilering at the

spite the fact the youth had
a railroad ticket to De
Quincey, La, :

Last week Mayor Lewis
Cutrer ordered police not to
arrest ticketholders at any
terminal on leitering charges,

James Hollie, 21, of 3331
Burkett, a business major at
Texas Southern TUniversity,
was arresied on a complaint

|tiled by James D. Burleson,

4063 Merrick, operator of the
cafe at the railroad depot.

Burleson .said. Hollie “and
an unidentified Negro girl
entered the cafe and asked
to be served. Burleson
claimed they refused to show
railroad tickets. When he re-
fused fo serve them,; the girl
left. Burleson went to the
police station and filed the
loitering eomplaint.

Sgt. William H. Horn and
Patrolmen P. D. Cubstead
‘and L. W Reddene arrested
Holie at the cafe, despite the
fact he showed them his
ticket.

Union Station Restaurant, de-|

7/ 5//6 y

Hollie was booked' at ihe
jail and released on a $10
bond. .

" Police Chief (arl Shup-
trine said: .

“I feel the passenger was
at fault in not showing Burle-|
son his ticket. But I have told |’
Capt. Otto Vahldick ({in
charge of the radio patrol on
the night shift) that in the fu- |
ture, before we accept
charges, we will make our
own check to determine
whether the accused has a
ticket.”

Hollie clajmed Burleson
did not ask him if he had a
ticket. He said the arresting
officers did not ask to see
his ticket either, so he pro-
duced it voluntarily.

JHollie said he was a mem-
bér of the Progressive Youth
Assn., which has conducted
the integration demonstra-
tions here, - .

George Washington, of 3507
Wheeler, attorney for the P.
Y. A., said_he will seek an|
injunction in federal court] |
Monday to stop Burleson
from refusing to serve inter-
state passengers.

THe Noworon Cikonicee %:/Jf-

Hm«&""’ad P S s56/ |
sagvegﬁtmn‘@ﬁﬁer At

Raﬂ Station

Houston'’s Progressive Youth
Association bhegan s _campaign
%ymmm tate

mmeree Commission o order|
the desegregati %ga on of the restau-
t%ﬂ@%@_hene-

e nead of the association
was in county jailSaturdae y
night grotesﬁng the tardiness of
the I in rTullng on a_com-

Jaint, and the association’s at-
%orneys promised to seek a fed-
eral court injunetion if a ruling
is not made soon.

ELDREWEY STEARNES, the
executive direetor of the assc-

ciation, refused bond and is
staying in jail on a charge of

r.

at
of

ad

Cafe Sought

undawful assembly at the res-
faurant Friday afternoon.
“It’s ineumbent on the ICC

to_act on a previol Jaint

we made abonf the segregation
of Ihe Testaurant,” Stearmes
said, “and TIf stay in jail until
it does.””

Stearnes was arresied and
charged with two “freedom rid-|
ers” on their way home to Ari-
zona after 10 days in Mississippi|.
jails. The Arizona cougle were|,
released from jail heve Friday
night on $500 bonds. -

[ A

Te el

George Washington Jr and Ha-
mah R. King, attorneys for the|
Progressive Youih Association,|’
made the complaint to_an TCCI”
imvestigator on June 1 _after T tWO..
young woinen weres arvested in|?
{he Unioh Station restayrant.

THE TWO WOMEN told the
investigator that they were ar-
rested after they sought ‘service
at the restaurant while en route|
by train to Opelousas, La.

Waghington and King said the
basis of their complaint, that
the aryrests were illegal, was a
ruling by the United States Su-
preme Court in Boynlon v Vir-
ginia.

The court reversed the tres-
passing conviction of Boynton,
who was arrested while travel~,
ing through Richmond on an
interstala bus when he sought
service in a bus station restau-
rant.

The oourt ruled that eafing
facilities In interstate stations
cannot discriminate against|!
travelers because of the provi-
sions of the Interstate Com-

.linterstate facility here sfill seg-

merca Act,

Stearnes said Houston’s two
bus stationg and its airport de-|
segregated their rvestaurants
some time ago, and the Union
Station’s restaurant is the only

regated.

THE ¥CU CAN file cease and
desist orders against the man-
ager of the restaurant, forecing
him. to serve Negroes, if it de-

“|eides such procedure is justi-

fied Im the informal complaint
previously submitted, Washing-
ton gaid.

“If not, we'll fxry something
else,” King said. “We will go|,
to federal court and seek anj-
injunction reguiring the man-
ager of the restaurant to stop
wrging the arrest of persans!
who try to use facililies they
have a rvight to use.”

o

— A
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Oﬂ?ce Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Mr. A. Henry Walter, Director

TO > DATE:

Bureau of Tnquiry & Compliance June 16, 1961
FROM Bureau of Safety & Service - éf?ino Lo e

N
%,

suBJECT N Alleged racial discrimination practiced against Dorothy
"M, Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas (D-79)

This has reference to your memorandum dated May 22, 1961,
File D-79 relevant to above-mentioned subject. .

Our investigation is now completed and a copy of the agent's

INTERSTATE COMMERCE
COMMISSION

RESSNED
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. ©
5015=171

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Houston 1l, Texas

10 Assistant Director Paul J. Reider DATE: June 13, 1961
Sectlon of Car Service
FROM Safety & Service Agenf/ﬁ%f/s. Reeses fjs

SUBJECT: Alleged racial discrimination practiced against Dorothy
M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas. (D-79)

This has reference to your memorandun dated May 2, 1861,
concerning the above-mentioned subject.

My investigation, in connection with this mabtter, revealed
the following:

1. An observation was made on June 2, 1961, of the
operation of +the Union Station Coffee Shop, located in the
Union Station Building at 501 Crawford Street, Housbton, Texas.
During the period of my observation, nc colored persons entered,
or altltempted to enter, the restaurant for the purposes of being
served, No signs are posted in the establishment to indicate
any disecriminatlon; however, there are signs reading "We re-
serve the right to refuse service to any one,!

2e .The Houston Belt and Terml 1lway Company owng
and operates the Union Station and the bulilding in which it is
Scated;—alkso—operates The Treigsnd

locateds : & Treight and pasSSenger terminels of
the Following carrisrs, who, in bturn, own the OB-TT
Fercent

Carrier Ouwned
Misscuri Pacific Railroad Company 50%
Gulf Colorado and Santa Fe Rallway Company 25%
Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Raillroad Co. 122%
Fort Worth and Denver Railway Company 12%%

¢« Mr, J. T. Alexander, President and CGeneral Manager
of the HB:T, was Interviewed regarding this incident and as to
their poliey on racial discrimination. A letter dated June 5,
1961, from Mr. Alexander, outlining their policy on racisal
discerimination snd their relationship with the restaurant is
attached. (Tab 1) The portion of the building in which the
restaurant is located is leased to Mr, H. T. Brandon, who, in
turn, sub-leases toc Mr. J. D. Burleson, the operator of the
restaurant. A copy of the lease between the HB%T and I. T. Bran-
don covering lLthe lease and the agreement between Mr. Brandon and
J. D. Burlesocn, for the portion used by Mr. Burleson, are also

attached (Tab 2).
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Asst., Dir. Pesul J. Reider June 13, 1961

S8UBJ: Alleged racilal discrimination practiced against TDorothy
M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson at the Union Station
Coffee Bhop, Housbton, Texas. (D-79)

L. Attorney George Wsshington was contacted on June 6,
1961, and requested to make arrangements for me to interview the
complainants, Dorothy M. Henry and Loretta M. Thompson, at
1:00 PM the followlinzg day in his office at 3507-4 Wheeler Streetb,
Houston, Texas. About 1:30 PM on June 7, Attorney Washington
showed up at his office accompanied by the complainants--at
which time they were interviewed and statements taken from them,
which are attached. {(Tab 3} During the course of the inherview,
it was determi t_both ofrfﬁg+%3ﬁﬁiginants were willing to
tesbify in court proceedings in comnection With Ghis incidentas
THey were in a position to identify all of the friends who came
to the stetion with them, since all of them were arrested and
are represented by Attorney Washington, who has the names of
each one oi them.

Attorney Washingbton was to send some of these friends
to our office the following day, June 8, for me to interview
and obtaln statements; however, to date they have not shown up--
therefore, statements from them were not obtalined.

MOP Railroad Card Tickets Nos. 9333 and 933l from
Houston to Opelousas, Loulsiana, in possession of Attorney
Washington, were turned over to me, and are enclosed, {Tab L)
In ny conversation with the complainants regarding the tickets,
they stated that some unidentified person had asked them if they
told any one that they had railrocad tickets, and that they said,
"o, no one had asked them." The complainants accompanied me to
the Union Station and identified the cashier, who, it was deter-
mined later, wgghﬁﬁi;hﬁi?a Daspit.

5., Mr. J. D. Purleson was interviewed on June 8 about
2:00 PM at his place of business; and the statement taken from
him is atbtached. (Tab 5) In my discusslion with Mr. Purleson,
it was determined that he is definitely of the opinion that his
business 1s entirely separate and in no way connected with the
railroad and that he does mairtaln a pelicy of segregation.
Mr. Burleson further stated that the majority of his busifess
depends upon local trade, which he estimstes at 85 percent. It
was Mr. Purleson who called the police and had the group of 32
persons, including the complainants, arrested and charged with
wmlawful assembly.

6. A statement taken on June 9 from Mrs. Lena Daspit,
casnier for ir. Burleson, 1s abttached. (Tab 6) Also a copy
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Asst. Dir. Pavl J. Reider June 13, 1961

SUBJ: Alleged racial discrimination practiced sgainst Dorothy
M, Henry and Loretta M., Thompson at the Uniocn Station
Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas. (D-79)

of %he Police Sergeant, C, W. Munro's report, covering the
incident, is attached (Tab 7}. Sergeant Munro was in charge
of the peolice detail answering Mr. Burleson's call, aund
directed the arresting of the group. Sergeant Munroc 1s on
vacation; and I was unable to interview him. I trust the
copy of his report will suflice.

As a matter of information and for whatever value
it may be, Mr. Burleson stated thst this incident was about
the fourth time a Ysit-inY demonstration had occurred in his
establishment, and that he had refused service in each instance.
Tt was further developed at the police station that their re-
cords falled to show That any tlckets were in possession of
either of +the complainants when they were searched upon srrival
at the police station.

While T endeavored Tto conduct my investigatlion as
quietly and with ss 1little publicity as possible, several ari-
icles appeared in the daily newspapers relating to the inci-
dent, which are also attached. (Tab o)

Encls:

Tab 1 - Letter, Mr. J. T. Klexander

-~ Lesse instruments

-~ Statements, Complainants

- Tickets (MOP Card, 7333 snd 7334)
Statement, J. D. Burleson

~ Stabement, Mrs. Lena Daspilt

- 8gt. C. W. Munro's Repord

- Newspaper Clippings

[es BN Fo AU Hg WAV
1

WER/rl
ce: Zone Supervisor Handy
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HOUSTON BELT & TERMINAL RAILWAY COMPANY
UNION STATION BUILDING
OPERATING UNION STATIOM AND FREIGHT AND PASSENGER TERMINALS OF

MISSQURI PACIFIC RAILROAD €O GULF, COLORADO AHD SANTA FC RAILWAY €O
FORT WORTH AND DENVER RAILWAY CO CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND AMD PACIFIC RAILROAD €O

J T ALEXANDER HOUSTON, TEXAS
PRESIDENT AND GEMERAL MANAGER

June 5, 1961

Mr., W, S. Reese,
Interstate Commerce Commission,
Houston 14, Texas,

7/
Dear Mr, Reese:

'In my office this afternoon you inquired as to the
policy of this Company with respect to any segregation as to race
or color in the operation of its Union Station,

Please be advised that no such segregation
whatsocever is practiced in our facilities - our waiting rooms, our
concourse, or our rest rooms; and persons seeking information or
purchasing tickets at our ticket counter, and checking or receiving
luggage at our baggage room, are given attention without any
discrimination.

You understand, though, that the lunch room is
operated by an individual, Mr., J. D, Burleson, who sub-ieases the
space occupied from the lessee thereof, another individual, Mr. I
T. Brandon, neither of whom has ever had or now has any relation-
ship whatsoever other than as a sub-lessee or lessee with this
Company which, as lessor, does not exercise, and has no right under
the lease to exercise, any control thereof as to its hours of operation
or to whom it will or will not grant admittance or render service.

Youre very truly,




Febriary 11, 1959
File: 340-L

me Ho Te Brandon
Unien Station
Houston, Tsxas

Dear Mr, Brandons

Referving to your l=tter of January l2ih, sdvising
that it is your desire to exsrcise your option for the ade
ditional five ygars a2 met forth in paragraph XIX of your
lease dated March 15, 1954 which wap made for a term of five
youars with an option for & five ysar renewal on the newsstand
and coffes shop, which extegnsion is sgreeable to ug subject
to 81l the original terms and provisions,

We bave handled with our Ewseutives regarding the
seraration of the newsstand leass from the ceffes shop, alss
your request for an additional five year optioni however we
did not meet with any succsss as it is their desire that boih
the coffes shop end ths newsstand be continusd under one
lease snd at the @xplra.iom of your preasent five ysar optiom
they would be glad to nsgotiate a now lease at that tims,

Tours very truly,

WAL/Db /S/ [/‘/ A4 LirTee



Hougton, Toxse
Jarmary 128, 1359

Fouston Belt and Termlnal Ry. 8.
Attentioms Mr. W. £. Little

501 Crawford

Houston, Temnmns

Gentl ement

I horedby refer te paragraph ZIX in leoasze dated
¥areh 13, 1954, wlth H. T. Brandon for the New®
SBtand and Goffee sShop.

This notice iy to sxercize the additional five
years option, with & reguest for an additional
five yearm opticm gubjest to all the original
terms and provieions.

I would like for you to eonsider a2 geparate lease
for J. D. Burleson on the Coffee Ehop.,. If thers
are any objectiome, we would like to talk with
you at your coanvehiemae.

Youpzs truly,

H. . Brandon
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THE. STATE OF TEXAS
COUNTY OF HARRIS

THIS AGREEMENT OF LEASE made and entered into this
the __15th day of Maxrch , 1954, by and between

Houston Belt & Terminal Railway Company, & corporatlon organized
and exlsting under the laws of the State of Texas, domicilled
in Houston, Texas, herelnafter called "Lessor” and H. T. Brandon,
a resident of Harris County, Texas, hereinafter called Lessee',
WITNESSETH :
I.

Lessor for itself, 1ts successors and assigns, in
coenslderation of the covenants and agreements hereinafter con-
tained to be kept and performed by lessee, and in consideration
of the prompt and punctual payment of all installments of rent
as the same may become due as herein provided, has LEASED, DE=-
MISED and LET and by these presents does LEASE, DEMISE and LET
unto lessee the following described space in the Unilon Passenger
Station at Houston, Harris County, Texas, for the following pur-
poses:

(a) Approximately 2,100 square feet on the

south end of the bullding, on the first

fleoor, for use as a lunchroom and Ikitchen
in connection therewilth,

(t) Approximately 5,200 square feet 1n the basew
nment at the south end of the building for
use in connection with the operation of the
lunchroom.

{c) A space of approximately 490 square feet
in the south end of the bullding, on the
first floor,; for use as a newsstand for
the sale of newspapers, periocdicals, books,
cipars, cigarettes, tobaccos, frults; candies,
snouvenirs, and similar articles customarily
sold 1n newsstands 1n rallrocad statlons,

o ndw

(d) Space on the first floor for the locatlon of
hand lockers belonging to American Locker
Company.

{¢) Space on the first floor for the lceation of
the photography booth and any other concessilons
nresently maintalned on the firsat floor of



Unilon Statlon, except the shoeshine stand
which i8 not included in this lease.

The above described spaces are the same
spaces whlch have been used by Clark
Armstrong, the previous tenant of lessor,

In addition, lessee shall be permitted to
use the necessary space for the operation
coff any other concessions which may be agree-
able to lessor and lessee.

ir,
The term of this lease shall be for 3 period of

five years, commencing March 15th , 1054, and
ending March 1ith s 1959.
III.

Lessee has agreed and does hereby agree to pay to
lessor a monthly rental computed at five percent {(5%) of the‘j
total amount of all "Gross Saleg” made in, through, or from
the leased premises during each lease month.

"Gross Sales” as used in this lease shall mean all
sales of food, drinks, goods, wares and merchandise and services
rendered in, through or from the leased premises, for cash or
on a charge, credit or time basis, whether pald or unpald, col-
lected, or uncollected, less all credits for return of merchan-
dlse, exchanges or refunds; provided, however, that insofar as
the lockers, photography booth, and any other concessions are
concerned, "Gross Sales" as to such 1tems shall mean the amount
which leasses shall recelve from American Locker Company, the
owner of the lockers, and from the owners of the photography
booth and other concessions.

There shall be excluded from "Gross Sales” the amrount
of all sales tax or excise tax basBed on sales, levied or impoaed
by the Unlted States, State of Texas, City of Houston, or any
other governmental agency.

Leasee on or before the 15th day after the end of
each lecase month of this lease shall furnish to lessor a written

statement showing the "Gross Sales” made during the preceding

A




lease month of all business operated on the demised premises,
and on or before twenty (20) days after the end of each lease
month lessee shall pay to lessor the rental due lessor for the
preceding lease month,.

Lessee further agrees to furnish to lessor within
forty~five days after the expiratlon of each lease year {and
within forty=flve days after the termination of this lease 1if
it be terminated prior to the stated ending date of this lease)
a complete certified audit made and certified to by a reputable
certified public acecountant or firm of certified publiec accoun-
tants, showing the amounts of the "Gross Sales” made in,
through or from the leased premlses during the preceding lease
year. Should there bg any variatlon between the amount of
"Gross Sales" reported by lessee and the amount of "Gross Sales’
shown by the certifled statement of such certifled public accoun-
tant, an adjustment in the rental due hereunder will be promptly
effected based on the statement and audit of the certifled ac-
countant.

Lesoee shall keep sccurate and complete books of
account of sales which will always remain open for linspection
by lessor, and lessor shall have the rlght at any time and from
time to time toc have audits of the books and records of sales
of lessee made by 8 reputable certifled public aecountant selected
by lessor, at lessgor's expense.

Lessn™ agrees to “eep sales filgures and audlt reports
of lessee confldential except in the event of liltigation where
such matters are materlial.

% Tv.

Lessce agrees that durlng the term of this lease 1t

w11l nnt lve or prant to any other person, firm or corporation

the right to conduct any similar business or to sell any article

e



80ld in connection with the business of lessee in said passengar
statlon.
v.

Lessor shall furnish the fixtures and equipment which
are listed on Exhibilt A attached hereto, and shall maintatin such
fixtures and equipment and the demised premises in good repair.

Lessee shall pav to lessor, as additional rental, ten
dollars ($10.00) per month for each unit of the walk-ih refri=-
gerator in ths basement used by lessee,

VI,

Lessee at his own expense shall provide, Install and
maintain all other necessary facllities, equipment 2nd machinery
for the equipping and operation of the lunchroom, newsSstand or
other businesses,

No party furnlshing labhor or materials for such in-
provements by lessce shall ever have a llen on the demised pre-
mises or any improvements thereon, or to be erected thereon,
to secure the payment for such services or materlals, All per=
manent improvements and fixtures, except fixtures removable
without Iinjury to the building, shall become and remain the
nroperty of lessor, unless otherwlse agresed 1n writing by the
parties hereto,

VIT.

Lessor shall heat the premises and malntain all vpine,
electrical and plunbing connectl-na. Lessee shall vay all
charges Ffor pas ond shall nay to lessor for all electrical cur-
wrrt andl water umred Ly lsssee, at the same rate paild by lessor,

Lessor shall endeavor to purchase ice {for lessee and
leesee shall ~enay t- lessor the cost to lessor of such Ice,

VITE.
teisee Bhall operato a firest class lunchroom in a

neat,. sanltar:s and efficient manner, free from 2ll obnoxious



odors, #0 as to obtaln the maximum sales therefrom, and shall
charge prices comparable to similar establishments.

Lessee shall mnever carry on, or knowingly permit to
be carried on, in the leased premlses, or any part thereof,
any business which 18 not permitted by law, and lessee agrees
to comply with all valid laws and regulations of the state or
national government, or any subdivision thereof, and lessee
further agrees not to sell or permlt the sale of intoxicating
liquors or beverages 1n, on or through the demised premises.

IX.

If, durlng the term of this lease, the bullding of
which the demised premises are & part should be damaged by fire,
windstorm or other act of God, lessee shall give immedlate no-
tlce to lessor who shall restore the demised premises to its
condition at the time of delivery of the demised space to
legsgee. If, however, the bullding of which the demised premises
are a part should be by the lessor deemed so damaged as to be
unf'it for cccupancy, this lease shall cease and the rent shall
be pald only up to the time of the damage.

X.

It 18 expressly understood and agreed that in the
event lessee shall fail to pay the monthly rental herein pro-
vided for when the same shall mature and be Que and paysble and
shall continue in default for -0 days thercafter, o shall faill
for -0 days to do and perform any other act, obligation or thing
hereln agreed by lessce Lo be done and pecflormed by him after
the arising of such obligation as herein provided, then lessor
mar, at 1ts option, declarc this lease terilnated, and upon
giving notice to lessee of such election as hereln provided,
this lease shall thercalfter cease and terminate as fully, finally

and completely as 12 1t had expilred Ly lapce of time, and the



lessee shall thereupon in such event surrender and deliver
saild premises to lessor, and all rights and claims of lessee
thereto, a8 well as those of his =successors and assigns in
and to the use and enjoyment of said premises shall cease;
provided, however, {exe¢ept for failure to pay rent) that no
such forfeiture shall be declared until lessece shall have
received written notice from said lessor of the default claimed
by said lessor and lezsee shall fail within 30 days after the
receipt of #aid notlice to remedy such default.

XI,

The nonenforcement by lessor of the breach of any
term, covenant or conditlon herein stipulated, shall never be
construed to be walver of any ofther or succeeding breach of any
term, covenant or condition herein imposed upon the lessee.

XIZT.

All obligstions, beneflts and monles which may be-
come due from lessee to lessor under the terms hereof shall
draw interest at the rate of eight percent {8%)} per annum from
date when due until pald. Lessee shall also pay and discharge
all reasonable costs, attorneys’ fees, and expenses incurred
by lessor imn enforcilng the covenants and agreements of this
lease,

XIIX.

As conmtinuing security for the payment 5f rent and
cther sums accruing to lessor hereunder, and the faithful per-
formance of the covenants and oblizgationms on the part ol lessee
and without reference to any limitatlon attaching to lessor's
statutory lien, lessez hereby glves and grants in faver of
lessor and grants and conveys to lessor a flrst and paramount
contract llen and chattel nmortgage on all of lessee'’s furnishe
ings, flxtures and equipment on sald leased premises. The lilens
of lessor, whether glven by statute or hereby ecreated and re-
served, shall attach immediately to all furnishings, fixtures
and equlpment which may at any time during the term of this
lease be placed upon, installed or kept upon sald premises;

provided, however, that so long as lessce 18 not 1n default,
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he shall have the privilege of removing, chanpging, altering

or substituting any of hils furnishilngs, fixturesz and equipe-
ment upon sald premises, wlth the consent of lessor, provided
that at all timesz the furnishings, flixtures and eqgqulipment upon
which lessor has a llen shall be kept up to the standard of
such furnishings, fixtures and equipment as are ordinarily
kept and malntained by other businesses of like or similar
nature,

Neither the liens hereby reserved, nor anything in
this lease contained shall be construed or held in anywise to
walve, diminish or affect the statutory landlord's lien or
other licns existing by virtuec of the laws of the State of
Texas for lessor's benefits, such contract liens hereby created
belng cumulative of and in addition to all other statutory liens,

XTIV,

At the expiration and terminatlion of this lease,
whether from lapse of time, or from breach of any term, covenant
or conditlon herein imposed upon lessee, lessee s8hall quit and
surrender the premises to lessor in as good condiltion as they
were at the beginninm of lessee'®s occupancy thereof, usual wear
and tear from a reasonable use thereof and the destruction or
damarse of seid premlses by act of God, filre, casuanlty, or a
nublic enemy alone excepted. A holding over after the termina-
ticn of lease shall not renew or extend the same but shall con=-
gtifute fthe lessce a mere tenant at sufferance,

XV,

Lessce £hall at all times during the term hercof, at
his own cost and expense, malntailm publiec 11ability insurance
on 8ald orenmises, with the minimus Yimits of 50,/$100,000.00 for
personal injurloes and $10,900.00 for pronmerty damage, such nub=
lic llahility insurance to cover all loss and damages arising
out of the ownershin, use or occupancy of saild premises and
Improvenents and 13 £2 be carrlied in some good and reputable

lasurance comnany or comanies linensed to do business in Texas



and actually delng businese in Texas., Sald insurance shall
vrovide coverage for the benefit of both lessor and lessece,

and all such Ilnsurance policiles or coples thereof shall be
dellvered to and be held by lessor. If any such pollcy be
issued by a company which is not satisfactory to lessor or
which becomes unsatisfactory to lessor, then lessor may re-
quire new policies to be taken out in lleu thereof, and lessec
agrees in snuch event to promptly obtain new policles acceptable

to lessor and to keep Same in force.

L.essor shall not be 1ilable tc lessee or to lessee's
ermlovers, patrons or visltors for any damages to person or
nronerty, caused by the building of which the demised premises
are a part, or any appurtenances thereof, belng imnronerly con-
structed or being or becoming out of renair, nor any damage from
anr defect or want of renalr of any part of the bullding of I
which the leased oremiseg form a nart, but lessee accepts such \
nremlgen as suitable for the purnoses for which same are leased, \
and accepts the building and each and every appurtenant thereof,
and wailves the defects therein, and agrees to hold lessor harm-
less from all e¢laiwms for any such damage.

XVI.

“herever, 1ln the provisions of this lcase, notlee is
racgulraed to be plvea by either narty herciln, 1t shall not be
constrni~d to mean personal notlee, but 1t ust be given in
pritlng by dercsitlm; the came in the nost office with po3tage
~ald, in a seale? envelene and addressed to such ulher narty,
an” sont b roglstered wall.

YYIiI.
Larsece chall not accimn thils acrcerient, or sublet the

precteer o1 ans na~t Uerenr, withoutl the consent of the lessor/

e

in vriting.
¥VILIT.

Tt in ar-ocd that neltherr thls lease nor any provisioen



thereof shall be walved, changed, varled or cxtended, ex-
cept by an instrument Iin wrlting signed by lessor and lessee.
XIX.

Provided this lease 13 free from any default, lessee
shall have the right, subjeect to his giving written notice to
lessor of his electilon ninety (90} . avs prior to the termina-
tlon of this lease, to extend the term of thls lease for an
adrdltional ter= of five years from the explration date hereof,
subjecct to all the orilglnal terms and provisions hereof,

XK.

This lease and each and every condition and agreement
herein contalned shall be blnding and lnure to the beneflt of
the resncctive successors In interest and assigne of lessor
and lecsce.

EXECUTED in dunlicate originals on the day and year
first above written.

HOUSTON BELT & TERMINAL RAILVAY COMPANY

By /s/ J. T. Alexander
President and General Manager

LESSOR
ATTEST: ({SEAL)

/s/ A. B, Higging

Secretary /s/ @. T. Brandon
’ H. T. Brandon

LESSEE
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THE STATE OF TEXAS |
COUNTY OF HARRIS g

TETIS AGRESMENT MADE and entered into this 2nd day
of Beptember, A.D., 195l by and between H. T. Prandon snd
J. D, Burleson=

WITHNESSETH
I.

For and in consideration of the sum of Ten and No/100
($10,00) Dollars Cash, and other zood and valuable consideration,
H. 1. Brandon doces hereby sub-lease unto J. T. Burleson, the
property described in sub~divisions (&) and (b} under Parazraph
I of the leasse beiween d. T. Brandon, Lessee, &snd Houston Belt
and Terminal Railway Company, Lessor, dated March 15, 195L, =
copy of which 1s hereto attached and made a part heresof for el11
purpoges, for the length of time and upon the same conditions
and obligetbtions contsined In said lease. )

IT.

For and In consideratlon of the above snd foregoing,
J. D. Burleson does hereby agree to perform all of the covenants,
agreements and obligations with respect to the property above
described which are contained in said lease, copy of wWhich is

attached hereioc.

/s/ H. T. Brandon
H. T. BRANDON

/s/ 3. D. Burleson
J. D. BURLESON







STATEMENT OF LORETTA M. THOMPSON

May 7, 1961, Dorothy and T arrived at the Union Station. We purchased
our ticket for @ipelousas, Louisiana to attend the funeral services of
Dorothy's cousin, After purchasing the tickets we entered the Union Station
Coffee Shop. We sat at a table with the intention of being served. When
we walked into the Coffee Shop the cashier started to ask the white customers
to move down, because you don't want to sit near those niggers. The customers
looked around and didn't reply. The cashier continued to make remarks using
the term " nigger. '

Then a policeman arrived with a camera to take our pictures., He stood
around, and tock a picture every now and then.

Dorothy and I then moved from the table to the lunch counter. Then the
cashier started moving the menus off the counters.

Several policemen arrived and talked to the cashier. Mr. Burleson
arrived and entered, I assume his office. When he came out he talked to the
cashier and went back into the room with a policeman. He went back and
forth from the office to the waiting room.

Then the officer asked Mr. Burleson if he was going to ask us to leave.
He said no he didn't have to ask us to leave. Then in turn he said, "but
since it's only two I will ask them." He turned to us shaking his finger,
“this is my place I don't have to serve you, this is my place and I'm not
going to serve vou'". Turning to the policeman he said, "now see, arrest
them."

The policeman, said, "well I guess I'll have to arrest you." He took
our names, addresses, and ages and told us to follow him. We were
arrested and taken to the City Jail then transferred to the County Jail about

3:45 A. M. and released about 3:30 P.M. Monday evening.

cz},%ém%’#éfx_




STATE MENT OF DOROTHY M, HENRY

Lorhs ol

May 7, 1961,I\I entered the Union Station and purchased a ticket for

Ogelousas, Louisiana, to attend the funeral of my cousin., After purchasing
the ticket we entered the station's Coffee Shop and sat at a table to be served.
The cashier at the coffee shop said we should be ashamed of ourselves.

She said to several customers, "move down so you won't be close to
those niggers." The customers entered the cofiece shop and the business
seemed normal but upon arrival the cashier ushered each customer to a
specific seat in the coffee shop. She locked at us scornfully, talked about
us to the other help, and to several customers. We heard some of the
comments, and each time she referred tc us we were termed "niggers™.

Several policemen arrived minutes after we entered the coffee shop,

They stood and observed the situation. Customers still entered and left.
Several cbservers stood at the entrance and looked in., The cashier went
out and conversed with them. The cashier again talked to a male customer
but he made no comments.

The policeman with a camera arrived and toock ocur pictures. He asked me
to take sun shades off. Then several more policemen, came and observed
the situation. We moved from the table to the counter thinking that maybe
they would serve us then., We were still ignhored as far as service was
concerned, The couple who had been standing outside of the coffee shop
was served, Other customers came in and they too were served.

The owner Mr. Burieson, had arrived before this time. He went through
the door to the right of us seemingly his office., He came out andtalked
to the cashier and policeman and went back through the same door. A
policeman went in with him. He came back out, and finally a policeman
asked him if he would ask us to leave. He replied, I don't have to ask
them to leave, "But since it's only two of them, I will ask them! He pointed
his fingers in our faces and said, " this is my place and I don't have to

serve you this is my place and you will not be served, now get up and leave.,



He then turned to the officer, "see, arrest them." The policeman asked
ug our name, address and age. He then told us to come with him. The
couple who had been standing on the outside of the Coffee Shop smiled at
us. The man followed us into the terminal and later to the police car and
looked on until we were taken to the police car. Mr. Burleson also came
out to see us off.

We were retained at the City Jail until 3:40 A. M., then transferred to
the County Jail until 3:30 P.M. Monday evening.

We were permitted to use the telephone about five (5 ) hours after

our arrest.

M‘” Hinsey,
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Statement of James D. Burleson

Owner of the Union Station Coffee Shop

My peolicey is to never serve Negroes in the
dining rcom. I have a separate plece in which they sre
servsed, except at times when these demonstrators or
agltators assemble in groups, at which time I feel that
it is detrimental to my business, and that I reserve the
right to refuse service to any such groups regardless of
thelr race or color.

In comnection with the assembling of the
Progressive Youth Associlation in my place of business
on May 7, 1961, there was a group of 32 persons that
entered my establishment late in the afterncon--~seating
themselves throughout the dining room. They were re-
fused service; and my cashier, Mrs. Lena Daspit, tele-
phoned me at home, between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM, advising
me of the Iincident.

I cailed the police fron my home, and srrived
at my place of business shortly afterwards. I found the
entire group =2till assembled inside Tthe dining room,

A police detail had arrived, snd I requested them to
arrest the participants., ALl of the group in the dining
room, except two girls, got up and started to leave. I
told the police that I wanted all of them arrested. The
police rounded up the group that attempted to leave and
arrested them. The two girls remalned 1n the dining
room; and I told them, in the presence cf the policemen,
that I was the ownher of this busliness, and that I wanted
them to leave--at which time the officer arrested them,

and the entire group was taken to the police station.

7/ JAVES D. BURLASO







STATEMENT OF

MR3. LENA DASPIT

T am employed as cashier by Mr. J. D. Burleson,
owner of the Union Station Coffee Shop, Houston, Texas,

On May 17, 1961, about 5:00 PM, a group of young
colored people entered the coeffee shop and sat down at
the tables and counters throughout the entire dining room.

T told them that we did not serve colored people,
and that they would not be served, then picked up the
menus. Then, when they did not leave, T called Mr. Burleson,

and he came down and had them arrested.

s aﬁpﬂ(/ E}W

Mrs, Lena Dasp







lias

G.LoShuptring

G4 Munre,; Seprgeand
Ohisf of Folise P;t;ol Bmganm It
0, H,Vahidiek, Gaptaim
Patrol Puresc Mgy 8, 1961

HedeBurton, Inepsobor Uplewful Azasubly Arveshs
Peirel Pursau 2t 501 Ovewfoprd, Unien Coffesc

Shop, ey T, 1361
Ga Lo Seber, Assiostent
Chief ef "elise

On Mavy 7, 1961, 8t ooprozimetsly 5130 M, Unite T, 110, 135 and 12
regeived & aall %o sall 201, vhere they in turs wore given imformition
sonserniug » disturbanse and 5 dowmossbvetisn at the Unlowm 3tetiom
Goffee Jhop, 500 Orsuford.

¥nen I errived st the shove legsetiocsn, eleng with the other sers, &%
eppreximately Si43 *H, I found thet thess demonstrstors were 1a the
Onion Station Cefe, #itting in et the tables end gunater. 3Isversl
atoeis along the gounter were vacent spd the dewmonstrstors had ats-
tionesd themselves &3 varleous intervelis, alomg ths gounter but a8ll
booths were oasupled by cegros.

I talked to the sashlerk "we. Leas Desnit, wvhe %oild se thet she hed
refused servies 2o these verpens, asked them %o lsave, but thet
r. Burlessn wes on the wey dows epnd would avrrive sharily.

I then tdlked to “ocha Helly, /s 21, 3301 Durkets, kmoun $& me ag 8
lesder ia this gpoup. He teld me that