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WASHINGTON'S RUNAWAY SLAVE.

There is now living, w the borders of the town
of Greenlund, N. H. a runaway slave of Gix. Wass-
INGTON, at present supported by the  County of Rock-""
mgham. - Her name at the tine’ of ligr elopement
was Oxa Maria Jupce: “She' is nor able to ' ive
the year of “her escape, but says thut ‘she came
from Philadelphia, just after the close of ‘Washing-:
ton’s second ternvof the Presidency, which must fix -
It somewhere in the first part of " the year 1797.—
Being a waiting-maid of Mrs.-Washington, she was
not exposed to any peculiar hardships, -If asked
why ‘she -did uot remain: in_his service, she gives
two reasons, first, she wanted to be fiee, secondly,
that she understood that after the *decease - of her
master’'and ‘mistress, she was to'become - the “prop=
erty of a grand-daughter of theirs, by the name of-
Custis, and: that she was' determined never to be
ker slave. i .

She came on hoard a ship commanded by Capt.
John Bolles, and . bound to Portsmouth, N. . In
relating it, she added, I never told bis nume - tiil
after he . died, a few years since, lest they should
punish him for bringing me away? Had she dis-
closed it, he might have shared the fute of Jonathan
Walker in ourown day,” - : :

Some timne afier she arrived at Portsmouth, she

miirried a colored sailor, by the name of Staines,
‘uml had a family of several children, but they, to-
getlier With her husband, have all been dead for
'severnl years, - - Coe = :
' Washington “made two attempts to recover ler.
First, he sent a man by the name of Bassett to per-
sude her to return; but she resisted all the argi-
ments he ‘employed for this end. They told her
they would set her free when she arrived at Mount
Vernon, to which she replied, ¢I am free now, and
choose to remain so. )

Finding all sttempts to seduce her to slavery
again in‘this' manner, uscless, Bassett was sent
once more by Washington, with orders to bring Ler
and ker tnfunt child by force. ‘The messenger, being
acquainted with Gov. Langden, then of Portsmouth,
took up lodgings with him, and disclosed to him
the ahjeet of his mission. . The good old Gavernor.
(to his honor be it spoken,) must have possessed
something of the spivit of niodern anti-slavery, He
entertained Bassett very fiandromely, and in the
mean time sent word 1o flvs. Staines to leave town
before twelve o'clock :at night; which she did, re-
tired to a place of concealment, and escaped the
clutehes of the oppressor. Shortly after this, Wash-
ington died, and, said she, ¢ they never troubled me
any more after he was gone.’ ’

cing asked how she escaped, she replied sub-
stantially as follows :—* Whilst they wecre packing .
up to go to Virginia, I was packing to go, I didn't
know where; for I'knew that if I went back toVir-
ginia, I never should get my liberty. I had friends
among-the colored people of Philadclphia, had my
things carricd there beforehand, and left while they
were eating dinner.’ ’ ’

Mus. Steines does not know her age, but is proba-
bly not far from eighty.  She is a-light mulatto, so
light that shie might easily pass for & white woman,
smalil of stature, and, although disabled by two suc-
cessive attacks of palsy, remarkably erect and ele-
gant in her forn. ) C

The faets here related, are known throneh this

region; nnd may be relied on - as substaninlly cor-
rect.  Probably they were not for years given to the
public, through fear of her recapture ; but this rea-
son no longer exists, since she is 100 old and infirm
to be of sufficient value to repay the expenses of
search?” :
" “Though a house servant, she had no education,
nor any valuable religious instruction; says she
never heard Washington pray, and does not believe
that he was accustomed to. ¢Mrs. Washington
used to read prayers, but I don’t call that praying.’
Since her escape she haslearned to read, trusts she
has been made ¢ wise unto salvation,’ and is, I think,
connected with a church in Portsmouth. .

When asked if she was not sorry she left Wash-
ington, as'she has labored so much harder since
than before, her reply is, ¢No, I am free, and have,
I trust, been made a child of God by the means.
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