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Emancipation Proclamation.

The proclamaticn of the President, declaring
the slaves {n the disloyal sta‘es free, has been
issued, and will be found in another column.
YWe rejoice to see it.  As a military mcasure, it
was onc of necessity. The negro popu'ation of
the Sounth has been from the begiuning of the
rebellion engaged against the Union. It had
no motive unti! now to refuse its rebellious
toil. The slave populition of the disloyal
states, numbetiog, by the cenwus of 1860,
3,600,000, contains about two millioas of la
horers, who have supplied the armic: of the
South with provisions and clothing, and have
thus contributed, without compensativn, to
sustain the cause of treason as much as if thédy
had been under arms,  Add these to the dis-
loyal white men in the South, und you have un
aggregate nearly cqual to the white pepulation
of the North between the ages of cighiwen and
forty-five. It is the duty of the couttuander in-
chicf, if possible, to detach this foren of slaves
from tho cncmy, «ad he sceks to Go 5o by the
promiec of liburty. Ia there anything wrong
in this? Slavery is ncl like 1aarriage, an in.
stitution with winch the suoral law forbids ue
to interfere, It is not, hike delit, an obligation
which cquity forbids us to dissolve, Indeed,
it is an unjust and unnatursl relation, and we
ouglit to be thankful that it isin our power
to interfere with it without violating the Con-
stitution of the land. Our fricnds sliroart wall
now sec tho great difference betweck the con-
tending pastics, and boiween the jxeucs pie:
sented for the war. Toe North sigles for bbb
erty, the South for slavery, Tac sieiy of
the one Is colancipatior, the victosy of tbe
other is the indefinite perpetuation end extens
sion uf slavery on cur il L,

Had the measare heen adopted avlier it
wauld Lave been better,

It is unfortunste for us that the d',c'n-c
of the Preddent eaeepts v luge 3 praion
of tanitere.  Honever 1t Nberates inere than
3 060,000 out of 4,000,000 el.ves, The «zcip-

tion proccds upon a false assmuption,
namely, that the excopted cections are
in a state of loyalty, But is this true?
Little loyalty is to be found in them which
is not enforced. If the loyalty wero sin-
core the exceptions would not be matter of
much regret, because the work of compensat-
ed cmancipation would be likely to follow in
the excluded districts at no distant day, Asit
is, the cxception only perpetuates their motives
to rebellion and their sympathy and unjon with
the district under the power of the confeder-
acy; whilc it alienates the whole slave popula-
tion within reach of our lincs, and thus cuts us
off from our means of communication with the
sluves that we cmancipate. We sce no reason
why the opposers of the decree should object;
theysay it could only operate where our lines are,
and here its operation is restrained, ‘We, how-
cver, hope that it will operate beyond, but not
as it would have done if all the territory actu-
ally disloyal had been included.

We do not blame the President for not dis-
tinctly placing the decrce upun the simple
grouad of justice. Unfortunately, the Consti-
tution was framed with a view to the protec-
tion of tlave propesty, and Mr. Lincoln was
sworn to respect its provisions. He has gone
as fur as he could constitutionally in the direc-
tion of justice and humanity, and he deserves
credit for it, and the more €0 when we consider
the violent opposition which he has encoun-
tered from potiticians, and the feeble support
which ho Las reccived from the Church of God,
many of whese members and ininisters opposed
tho measure to the last. We rcjoice that he so
distinetly recognizes the principle of justice
and appesls to the providence of Almighty
God.,

What will be the cffect upon the South and
upon the war it is difficult to tell. ‘We believe
that, by a sort of telegraph, the ncws will soon
be conveyed to the negro population. They
will seek our lines as rapidly as possible;
they will favor our causc; they will hence-
forth labor with reluctance, if at ay; and
they will create apprehensions umong their
masters which will materially weaken the rebel
lines. We do not believe there will bo servile
insurrections unless tho masters provoke them
by ctueltics to the slaves. The negroes are
timid, forgiving, loving, unless aroused by bar-
barous treatment. If they do but lay down
“de shovel and do hoe,” the rebellion ie

crushed.
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