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Fo the Public.

’Fhe undersigned respectfully request the stien-
tion of the citizens of the city and county of Phila-
delphia, to the following statement of facts, baving
reference to the Temperance Hall, in Moyamensing,
which was taken down on the .3d- inst. by order of
the Cominissioners of that district, after having been
presented by the Grand Jury as a nuisance.

About three years ago, the Grand Jury inquiring
for the city and. county of Philadelphia, directed
special attentico to the degraded condition of the
lower class of the inhabitants of Moyamensing,
among wlidm are many colored people, who had
beenreduced toa very abject state by the prevalence
of intémperance and 13 kindred vices, ‘T'his present-
ment induced a number'of persons, who felt an in-
térést in the improvement of the morals of the peo-
ple of color, to commence delivering addresses in
the neighborhood of Bedford and Eighth streets, to
that class of our. population, upon the subjucts of
temperance, morality, aud religion. Tlese address-
es were delivered in the open ain, either on vacant
lots of ground, or in the courts and alleys of that
vicinity. They produced asvery sensible improve-
mient in _the chiracter and conduct of a large num-
ber of thase who listenad to them. But owing to
the want of stitable shelter, the course of instruction
was interrupted in the winter season, and hence a
relapse {o their old habits was witneesed in some of
thost who had been partially reformed. Subsetiuenb
ly, a'romm in o private house in Bedford ahove
Seventh stréet, was temporarily hired, and was oc=
cupied for the-prrpose of Sabbuth School instruction
during the winter 1840 and *41. This room, howev-
er, was quite 100 small to accommodate the teinper-
ance and religious meetings, and {or their accommo-
dation, as well as the Sabbath school, a society of
people of color, called the Moral Reform Society,
took upon ground rent, a small let situated in Bed-
ford below Bighth street, and with the aid of a few
devated and self-denying colored females, who not
only contribated me{hseTves, but made considerable
collections for this object, erected upon it, less than
one vear &go, a srall.ene story brick building, to
which they give the name of Temperance Hall.

At the time, the erection of the House was highly
approved by the neighbors, without a single known
exception; and many of them contributed towards
the expense of its erection. The enterprise was al-
so fuvored with the approbation of several active
members of the Temperance Societies formed about
that time, for the reformation of inebriates At the
laying of the corner stone, addresses were deliveres
by Measrs. Crist, Beck and McClugh, one of them at
the time, Vice President of "the Jefferson Society,
and another at preseiit, of a I'otal Abstinence Socie-
ty in the Northern Luberties. The Hall was open
at all times for the use of Lectures on Temperance,
whether trhite or colored. A wmajority of those who
have spcken in it were white persons belonging to
the viiious Temperance. Spcieties, but principally
to the Howard Society. Meetings for public worship
were held in it on every Sabbath, and also on two
evenings during the week. At the close of a pro-
tracted meeting, recently held there, thirty-five per-
sons came forward, and gave their names for mem-
bership to the neéighboring. churches. Sunday
schools were also_held in the Hall, in the morning
and afternoon of every Sabbath, the roll of which
contained the names of sixty children, at the time of
the destruction of the building. They were for the
most part collected from the street, and all of them,
excepling ‘ohte family, were said to be the children
of intempérate parents, or of those who had been in-
temperate. | Many of the scholars had inade consid-
erable progress in learning. The good vesults of
their efforts had become very apparent. The, tee-
total pledge had been administered to upwards of
one thousand adalt persons.  Many were reclaimed
from habits of dissipation and vice, to a moral and

industrious lifé. A humber of children, as weill as
persons of mature age, were relieved from a state of
extreme destitution, and were supplied from the Fail
or by those who attended it, with decent elothing as
well as with suitable books, &ec. Efficient aid in
this department of our labors wias réceived from
memhore af a hannunlant anninsg., 3= S~iiuis ek
the Rev. Mr. Boardman’s church. o

It is confidently believed that the reform effected
and the relief afforded, produced an annual saving
of more than five hundred dollars in the county ex-
penses for the support of the poor. The number of
Bquor selling shops in the neighborhood had been
considerably reduced, and the sales of this article in
those that vemdined, groatly 8iminished. It has
been pablicly asserted, ahd without contradiction,
that there were, ot long ‘sifice, fifly-lid  iinlicensed
dram shops within the Thrée squares which constitute
the length of the street ot which the hall was erect-
ed. After the developniciit of these fiéts, a spirit of
hostility to the Hall was for the first thine manifested.
Constable Whisner has informed one of the propric-
tors, that he received an intimation nine weeks ago,
of the intention of some persons to burn it down on
a certain night. It however escaped without mate-
rinl injuiy,, throtigh the riots of the Ist and 24 of
August. ~ On the 3d inst. one of the Commissioners
of Moyemensing applied tq 1he managers of the Hall,
requesting ‘that they would calse itto be taken
down ;—when this was declined, he detired that at
least the doors and windows should be taken (E_mt.—’
The only reason which he gave for this réguest,
was a determination which he alleged to exist on
the part of some persons to destroy the Hall by fire.
He was informed that means should be taken to
have it wateched without expense to the publié. Af-
ter this conversation, the owners received ho fiirther
information or notice on the subject, until they heard
that the buildihg hind been taken down by tlie Com-
missiduers of the District, after the preseitation ot
it as & Nuisasck by 'the Grand Jury. No opportu-
nity was afforded them of proving belore the Jury,
as they could easily have done, the great utility of
the Hall, and the practicability of preserving it by
means to which it would have been incomparably
more reasonable to resort td, (han 16 perwit ts de-
struction npon such pretexts as wére offered.

We have thus given a naked statenent’cf facts,
and withont conmment, leave to an enlighténed cém-
munity the decision, how far such proceedings ave
consistent with law, with justice, and with the pub-
lic welfare.

[Sigacd] DANIEL A. PAYNE,

i SAMUEL NICKLESS,
Managers of the Hall.
Philadelphia, Acgast 8th, 1842,

The undersigned, having dccasionally attended
meetings or lecturcs at the Temperance Hall on
Bedford-street, in the Diatrict of Moyamensinm, de-
clare that- we beheve-itto liave beeh devoted to
highly useful purposes—that its destruction is a se-
rious cvil, and that we have coafidence in the fore-
going &tatement in reference to it, many of the facts
therein contained being within our knowledge.

[Signed} - JAMES MOTT,

LUCRETIA MOTT,
WILLIAM HARNED,
GEQ. CATLIN,
WM. J. MULLIN,
- DAVID W. WHITE.
Philadelphia, 8th mo. 8th, 1842, -
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