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The recent Riots in Philadelphia.

The city of Philndelphia has lost its former
reputation for quietnees and order. More
diagraceful scenes have nover heen enacted in
the United States, than thoso which attended
its late riots. Nor are they to be charged upon
the low-minded rabble alone; the city gov-
ernment, that wauts force, he it moral or
physical, to yuell such an outrago beforo it
nas spent 118ell, 18 ueeply uisnoenored. 1ne
burning of Pennsylvania Hall, three years
ago, was permitted by the city authorities.
A writer in the Recorder says he was within
a stone's throw of that conflagration, and it
was obvious thata very little efficiency on
the part of the mayor would have preveuted
it, The same thing is said, by some of the
Philadelplia papers, to be true of this outrage,
How deep then the disgrace! 1Is it true that
tho higher classes of Philadelphia cherish
such a feeling toward their coloreit population,
a large part of which is far more moral nnd
intelligent than the lower class of whites,
that they will countenance an unprovoked
attack of the populace upon themn, when
] bly bled to celel the 1
cipation of 800,000 of their kindred? We
suppose it is even so.  8aid a Philadelphinn,
who was in this city at the time of the riots,
when 1the news capme, “Good enough for
them:—what right had the niggerstoget up a
celebration 2*  What right! Surely, the dark
shadows of slavery atill hang like the pall of
night over our devoted country, Tle colored
people of the North are not yet free. ‘They
never will be, while oppression is sanctioned
by law, and defended from the Bible, any-
where within our boundnry lines.

‘We rejoice however to see that a redeem-
ing spirit is abroud in the land,—there ia liber-
ly for tho press, if not for the culored man;
wnd thank Heaven! that liberty is somotimes
nsed in virtue's cause. Even tho Philadel-
phin papers very generally condemn the con-
luct of the rioters, though some indicate an
mtire want of sympathy with, the llacks.
We Lelieve they all admit that the attack waa
1itterly unprovoked, and they confees that the
jremen refused to play on the Beneficent Hall,
md the Preshyterian ehurch, which, because
lhey were owned by 1he blacks, wera burnt
1y the mob, This is one of the many facts,
which ilni§fFate the character of public opin-
on aud feeling in Philadelphia. The cool,
ilmost silent rebuke, of tnany presses, in every
sart of the North, shows but 100 plainly how
ittle of moral sense or moral courage there
3 in many of theso “guardians of the public
veal,” But tho tone of a lurgo portion of the
iecular, s well ns religious press, is exceed-
ngly gratifying. We have notroom for quota-
ions. It is enough to say, that many of the
ccular papers, not only condemn mobocracy,
it defend the equal rights of colored meu;
nd in so doing, they have set a good exam.
e to cerlain of our brethren who writs and
ater for the Christian community. ‘The re-
rorta of the causea and prominent characteris-
ica of the riot, have been somewhat contra-
ictory., We therefore copy from the Phila-
elphia Ledger the following sintement, on
10 authenticity of which we supposo we
wy salely rely.

THE LATE RIOTY,

The undersigheu respectiuily request ine at-
tention of the public to the following statement
respecting the alleged origin of the lato riota:

Arrangements wero inade by two Temperance
Sociotics, composcd of people of color, with a
view 1o a joint procession, to bo held on the
1st of August. As Pennsylvania has passed
laws for abolishing -lnvorf' within her limits; as
hor citizena genorally declare that they are not
concerned in, nor resp ble for the oxi:
of slavery cisewhere; and as they gencrally
profess, both those who are termed abolitionista
and thoso who are not, a desire for the moral
and intellectual improvement of the colored
population, it was presumed that no ono could
find roasonable or cven plausiblo grounds of ox-
ception to the proceeding. Ase it was the an-
niversary of tho liberation of nearly a million
of their brethren from slavery n the West In-
dies, the oceasion was deemed favorable for
exciting in their broasts a zeal for solf-govern-
ment, and an incroased determination 1o aveid
the degrading vice of intemperance. And asa
similar procession was held in Wilmington on
the 1st of August, 1841, in a slaveholding State,
without the [cast interruption or apparent dis-
ploasure, it was not anticipated that the citizens
of Philadelphia would be found less tolerant or
reasonable.®

Tho formation of the processions Las been
attributed to the advice of the white abolition-
ists of tho city. Thisis so far from correct,
that none of that class are known to have been
consulted on the subject, and very few of them
are belisved to havo known that the proces-
sions were in contemplation, until they heard
that ono of them had been dispersed by tho
mob.

These proccedings were intonded principally
for tho mombers of Temperance Societies, and
sspecially for those who had become reformed
from the habit of intoxication. The great mass
of the peoplo of color who were disposed to
rolemnize tho day, had mede arrangements for
doing #o, ono portion by going to Sanow Hill, in
New Jersey, to parlaks of an ontertainment,
another portion by religious services and ad-
drosees in the churchesin the city and surround-
ing districts; which arrangements were quietly
carried into effect.

In consequence of a difference on,
which nroso botween the two Tom) 0-
cietles above mentioned, as to the most suiiable
place for dining, their proposed union did not
lake place. ’ﬁ‘a Northern Socioly held its pro-
cesajon through various strects in tlio Northern
Liberties, Spting Garden and the City, and,
crossing ovor to Camden, dined at one "of the
public gardens there without either molestation
or ixlxinmfcnulion of dishke on the part of the

ublic,

P The Moyamensing procession, which was
composed, in a great measuro, of reformed in-
hriates, choso iis route through that part of
the southern distsicts where it was believ-
sd it would be most useful by reason of the
greator proportion of obj ding a temy
ance reformation, It procecded from the Tem-
perance Hall, in Bedford-street, u Eighth to
Lombard, up Lombard, to Tenth, down Tenth
lo Carpenter, down Carpenter to Fourth-streot,
without interruption; thence up Fourth to Ship-
pen-street, in which street it was attacked and
broken up by a mob.

It has been pretended that the banners car-
riedby the procession were the cause of.ths at-
tack. This was not the fact. There were two
banners, both of which are now in the hands of
tho Mayor. Neither of them contained any
thing calculated to give offance to a just or
reasonable mind, That which it has pretonded
caused the riot, did not contain any words such
as have been reported. It was carried in the
lattor part of the pracession, whils it was the
fore part of it that was attacked, and that too,
itis believed, by persons who had not at the
time even seen the banner which hassince bhean
set forth as the cause of disturbance. This
banner has been publicly exhibited by the
Mayor, and its pacific character plainly
proved.

From variows information received, there is
strong reason to belicve that plots had been
laid, preparations made, and cudgels obtained,
for the burnose of breaking up the procesaion.

if not furtber violence, before tho arrival of the
dl{ on which it was to take place.

t was thought the chiefl Instigators of the
ok .were found among the enemies of the tem-
perance cause, and that their principal object
was (o impede ‘tho progress of that cause; at
loast eo fer ay to the colored lati
of Moyamensing and its vicinity.

The subsequont occurrences are generally
known to tho public,—~how unoffending colored
women were attacked in the streets, their fur-
nitute broken, destroyed, or stolen; how golored
men and boys, having given no offence, excopt
that of wearing the skin which their Creator had
fiven them, were assaulted when quietly walk.
ng the streots, engaged in their usual business,
and wero boaten until their persccutors believed
thom to bo doad; how it was publicly announced
in the streets during the day, that a hall, whicl,
was buildidg exclusively for purposes of educa-
tion, and of literaty, moral, and religious in-
struction, should be butned in the evening, and
how it actually was burned; and how a church
was 3, with fite surrounding it,
and none of them pennilloa to save it from de-
struction,

Wo submit this brief statemont of facts to an
intelligent community, leaving to them the de-
cision how far such proceedings sre to meet
with their sanction and encouragement.

ROBERT PURYVIS,
CHARLES W. GARDNER,
DANIEL A. PAYNE,

® Tho day was alto celcbrated tho present year in Wil
mington, by & procession and an address, without any
Intereuptlon, from 8, H Glducester, whoso dusclaimer has
recently appearediin the Ledger.
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