


February 6, 1942

Er. George G. RDemmond
2939 Audubon Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Mr. MoDemond:

This letter is in reply to your communication dated January 13,
in which you were presenting a report on the Defense Train matter. I
had no idea that the businesmen of New Orleans were subjected to such
inconvenienoes, and I am pleased to know that they refused to submit
to these indignities.

The Contract Distribution Office has now been merged with the
Production Division of the War Production Board and a new field division
will be created to supervise field problems* Before we put into ex-
*oution our contract service operation, we shall arrange with this
unit to give proper treatment to our businessmen in certain sections
of the ouAntry.

I hope that you will play an important part on your State Com-
mittee and I feel assured that you will function in any capacity. Se-
loot that operation to which you are best fitted and notify Wallace
aooordingly. The Conference has been tentatively set for April 10th-
11th, subject to the approval of the Secretary's Office. If possible,
try to arrange transportation for several members of the Board of Trade
to attend this Conference. Please let me hear from you frequently. A
revised plan of action is enclosed.

Very sincerely yours,

mer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce

SML:dmj



2939 Audubon Street
New Orleans,Louisiana
January 13,1942

:r. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster-

It would appear that I am a very poor correspondent. I am. I
supposethat having to write my own letters after several years
of having them done for me has made me either lazy or disposed
to procrastination. However,some of the delay is ,or rather was,
necessitated by certain investigations which had to be made
before I could give you a complete report on the "Defense train"
affair. Here are the final events of this unfortunate affair.

To sum it all up Negroes were not to be admitted at the regular
hours. I had several telephone conversations with Mr. Judd,the
manager of the contract division,who after hearing from
"fashington,attempted to get me to agree to a segregated half hour
for Negroes. ie promised that he would talk with the commander of
the train and give me a final decision on the admittance of
Negroes at the regular hours. Tt developed that on Friday,the
final day of the exbit,I received a telegram from ',r. Judd at
three thirty-five in the afternoon advising that"members of yous
organization will be admitted from four-thirty to five o'clock "
You can appreciate that such a notification would not permit
the proper notification of interested persons nor sufficient
time to get there. Our Negro business men,however had me prev-
iously inform Mr. Judd that a segregated time was out of the
question and that they would not be present. To all appearances
no Negroes attended.

I had been told that two Negroes had attended,but that they had
gone as "white". I had to follow this up so that I could tell
youwhether this were true . I have not been able to see either
of the Cook bros.,but the wife of one tells me that the two
brothers did go and attended the m-rning session. She inferred
that they were not recognized as 'egr6es, Both of the men are very
fair. 1s far as I know no others went to the exhibit.

I was able to stifle all public ity. I felt that because of the
strenuous condition of the times that the least -agitation of
that sort would be better for all concerned. I informed Ir, Judd
that Negroes considered such action slap in the face" and

that we felt -that our assistance and loyalty were not needed. We
are going to continue our fight here against such injustices,but
we propose to do so in such a manner that our indigattion will
be voiced and felt,b'uththat our loyalty to our country will not
be doubted.



7 am still pursuing my b siness. It is growing in sire,and I am
rgoing to add another employee in a few weeks. This seems strange
prrhaps in the face of the fact that I said previously that I am
not making any money. I st ill am not making any. I propose to
add this e:nployee to take my place in the businees as far as my
labor contribution is concerned and to get myself a job to have
the neccessary capital to bolster m-y business. If I can keep it
going to the extent that I can keep the five persons I have
associated with me working and paying their salaries,and that it
will continue to grow in output and will permit of sufficient
other increment to allow plant expansion,I shall be glad to
consider the business successful

Rising prices here in qew Orleans are wreaking a havoc on the
small business man. My output cost have irfreased more than
thirty percent,yet I have not been able to increase my consumer
cost at all. My margin of profit has been cut approximately
twenty percent.I mention this because I know that you are inter-
eshed in the problems of the small business man. I hope that the
government will soon consider the plight of the small Business
man-and will include the ivegro.

pardon the length of the letter,but I know that you wanted to
know the outcome of the exibit incident and I like to feel that
you are interested in my problems as a business man. ' certainly
hope that you are enjoying good health,and that you will con-
tinue to serve us in your present capacity for we all believe
that we have a friend in you 1t Vashington. I shall be glad
to know if you still contemplate the conference in D.C. WMith
my very best wishes for your continued success,I am,

Respectfully yours,

George . Mc Demmond

-!L44



2939 Audubon street,
hew Orleans, Louisiana,
June 3, 1942.

Mr. iEmmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
u.S. ept. of commerce,
Washington, U. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Please pardon my tardiness in answering your corre-
spondence of a recent date, in which you requested statements
of the two Loan Associations domiciled here in Louisiana. Be-
cause of the press of certain personal matters, I was not
able to contact these firms immediately.

I spoke, however, with the director of the uouglass
Assn., and he has promised me a statement shortly, if other
members of the board permit . From te other I have not yet
had a reply. i hope to have this information within a week
and shall send it to you at once.

you asked regarding my Potato Qhip Business and lam
happy to say that it is steadly growing and bids fair to be-
come a successful venture. i have six employees and am gross-
ing in the neighborhood of ten thousand dollars annually. The
marginal profit, however, has been out more than half by the
exhorbitant rise in production cost, i. e., potatoes, cooking
oil and bags. If rationing,and still nigher potato and oil
cost is not imminent, I hope in a few months to have the
business so stabilized as to weather almost any storm. I have
bought my first truck and hope to buy another in the next few
months.

i shall write you more.., at length very shortly.
Again, let me wish you success in your endeavors, and to assure
you that Lam as always,

ours friendly,

±MAe .mc.Demmond

utM: w s



March 26, 1941
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March 28, 1941.

Mr. E. M. Lancaster,
Special Adviser on Negro Affairs,

Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

We have read with much interest that you have worked out plans
for a conference in Washington, next month, which will attempt to
unify and promote Negro business.

In connection with the promotion of Negro business, may we
call your attention to the field of travel and recreation. Travel
ranks as America's third largest industry and it is estimated that
Negroes are contributing over 140 million dollars, annually to the
huge sum America is spending for travel and recreation.

In every center of large Negro population, there exists an
opportunity right now, for some agency to furnish intelligent,
accurate information and counsel to people who wish to travel or
may be induced to do so.

For your information there is enclosed a copy of a letter which
is being mailed to Negro hotel owners and managers, throughout the
country.

Based on the nation-wide 16-year survey just completed by the
editors of Western Advertising, $6,516,837.00 is estimated to have
been appropriated by State legislatures or raised by private sub-
scription and local tax levies for advertising for the 1940-41
tourist season. This exceeds by nearly $1,500,000.00 the amounts
estimated for the 1939-40 season.

"TRAVEL STRENGTHENS AMERICA"



We are glad of this opportunity to address you and if we can
be of any service to you, within the scope of our activities,
please do not hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,

Jay Wingate,
Supe rvis or,

New Yo rk Branch.

By:

Enclosure: 1753180 Chas. A. R. McDowell,
Collaborator,

Division of Negro Activities.



COPY

Dear Sir:

On several occasions we have enjoyed the privilege of addressing
the owners and managers of hotels in every section of the country.
The response has been exceedingly gratifying.

In our letter on "Travel America Year" which you received from us
last spring, we emphasized the close relationship between the hotel in-
dustry and travel promotion. Hotel promotion is a new field but it
already displays a marked tendency to acquire fixed rituals and procedure.

A national association of Negro hotels, it appears to the writer,
would assume a place of great importance, since it would be one of the
very few tangible, strictly business activities among our organizations.

We are addressing the management of hotels in different sections
of the country, with an earnest request for opinions on this matter of
national organization, with the following suggested objectives:

1 - To maintain and improve standards of sound business practice,
and to encourage a high standard of professional conduct among men and
women engaged in hotel sales promotion.

2 - To discuss and disseminate information concerning ways and
means of promoting profitable business of all types, including rooms,
food and internal sales.

3 - To encourage between members the confidential interchange of
information concerning the buying habits and practices of conventions
and other groups.

4 - To recommend standards governing sales procedure and other
methods affecting sales.

5 - To seek the cooperation of the American Hotel Association and
other recognized bodies in this particular sphere of interest.



The United States Travel Bureau is interested in the formation of
such an association because as we have pointed out, there is close rela-
tionship between travel and modern places of accommodation. The Bureau
is merely suggesting this organization of the hotels, but does not ex-
pect to have any specific part in its eventual operation.

Your interest in our efforts will be highly appreciated and for
your convenience in replying, we have enclosed an addressed envelope
which requires no postage.

Sincerely yours,

Jay Wingate,
Supervisor,

New York Branch.

By:

Chas. A. R. McDowell,
Collaborator,

Division of Negro Activities.
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to copy all that material f
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

October 18,1941

d and i:-formative letter in answer
on regarding the making of potato
arduous task for your secretary

or me. I certainly appreciate it,
dnessess.

I shall experiment with the suggested procedures and inform
you of my findings in about three weeks. I am already follow-
ing most of the suggested steps.

There was a newspaper editorial and:an article mentioning
that the National Dairy Association in collaboration with the
Department of Agriculture had finally developed a process for
manufacturing potato chips that would render them capable of
remaining fresh for an indefinite period. I have not been
able as yet to get any information as to the veracity of this
announcement or as to the possibility of the formula being
made available to the trade. If I am not being a bother would
you use your connections and abilities to find out whether
these statements were true and if so to get the formula for
me id it is available.

I am still looking forward to the time when we shall have our
Business Institute so that we may ask you to come and visit
with us as well as to help us further our local program. I
have hopes that we will still be able to get assistance
from the local Chamber of Commerce. All indications are fav-
ora ble to that end. I shall keep you informed. By the way-
local business men were quite impressed with the information
contained in the repott of the Washington meeting. Let us
have more such.

Thank you for your ever present helpfulness and with my
best wishes for continued success,I am,

Sincerely yo s,

G.G. Mc Demmond
TO PROMOTE THE COMMEIHCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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December 9,1941

In my letter of a few days ago,I told you that the local o
office of the (.P.1A. had advised me that Negro business
men would be issued inviLations to attend the exibit
upon their written request. I am sorry to report today
that there has been a change and that I am now told that
no invitations are to be issued. Briefly these are the
facts as I know them.

Last week after receiving your letter I immediately
contacted the Contract Division Office of the O.P.M.and
.requested information as to admittance to the train. I
was advised that a written request was necessary and upon
receipt of such communication an invitation would be
issued. I also had the assurance of the informant that a
letter from me listing such names of Negroes as were in-
terested would be invited. I was advised that the train
was principally for manufacturers,but that interested
business men would receive the invitations as I requested.

Today I called the office to inquire about the invitat-
ions,and was advised,"I am sorry put since I talked with
you last week we are in receipt of instructions from the
commanding officer of the train that because of conditid
ons in the south that Negroes would not be invited I,of
course,deplored that statement and so advised the gentle-
man. I asked for the name of the commanding officer so
that I might have his name for inclusion in this letter
to you. In a few minutes a Mr. Judd was connected with
me and very aptly advised me that there were no Negroes
in the manufacturing business and as such was the case
none were being Advited. He assured me that color was
not the reason. No amount of persuasionor the fact that
I told the gentleman that there are Negro Manufacturers
of a sort here did get me any further in the matter of
being invited.

The local press is anxious to qet the story. I have asked
them to hold off until I hear from you. Please write or
wire me immediately as the Negroes here are Aggrieved.

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT' PF CAN NEGRO
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December 2,1941

Mr. Emmer :artin Lancaster
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am terribly embarrassed. Believe me,I owe you an apology
for what seems a very bad breach of business etiquette,not
to mention the seeming disregard for my friendly feeling
and esteem fot you. A letter which should have reached you
more than a month ago was just mailed yesterday. It happen-
ed this way. After writing the letter to you I asked my
wife to place a stamp upon it and post it for me. When I
received your letter of a few days ago,she remembered that
she had left the letter in a purse that she did not use
since the coming of cool weather. She was very apologetic
and asked me to explain to you just what happened. I ask
your forgiveness for the both of us.

I have contacted the office of the O.P.M. as you directed
and have been assured by them that they will mail invit-
ations to Negroes who write in and request same. I am now
contacting certain of our business men who would be inter-
ested in seeing the exibit and who would probably make an
bff6rt to get contracts for the manufacture of such artic-
les as they may be able to produce. I was told that they
would permit me to send in a blanket list for such persons
as I would name. I shall let you hear from me by December
ninth if the invitations do not arrive.

Let me thafRk you again for your information in answer to
my query on the manufacture of potato chips. I have been
making several experiments with them,but have not been
able to lengthen the duration of their freshness. W2e are in
the midst od a rainy season and such weather wreaks havoc
to potato chips. Any additional information as to a method
of overcoming this handicap or whether there is any truth
in the article referred to in my last letter will be
greatly appreciated.

I have been making.. some observations on the effects of
rising prices and scarcity of materials as they affect the
small business man and I am not enthusiastic about the
results. It appears that many small businesses will be

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO



2.

forced to close unless some very definite steps are
taken to protect them from monopolies and other large
capital manipulations.

My business has felt very keenly the effects of rising
prices and shortages of first class materials because
of large quantity buying by interests who corner the mar-
kets for speculation and the hoarding of produce for
the time wnen prices are still higher. :As an example I am
not able to buy as fine a potato as I could three weeks
ago and I am paying more than twenty percent more for the
inferior quality. My margin of profit has been cut nearly
fif ten percent,and T am not able to increase my cost to
the consumer because the monied competitors are holding
their prices the same with the hope that I will be forced
to close out.

As a result I have been teaching my Mother and sister the
technical and administrative sides of the business with the
hope that in a few weeks I may be able to give it entirely
over to their care so that I may seek employment to gain
the neccessary funds to support my business and to take
care of other obligations which my business has long since
been able to provide not a penny.9A long sentence but it
states my problem) It is absolutely essential that I do
so or I stand to lose everything that I have beenable to
accumulate.

I believe that you know of my interest in- business general-
ly and specifically as it relates to the Negro. If at any
time there is an opening in your department where the
services of a man who has the interest of business at heart
and who would like to work as you do for the development
of the small man's business,I hope that you will give me,
some consideration. it is imperative that I get work and
soon. The nature of my business will permit me to leame
it it capable hands and it will prosper if the necessary
capital is available. I have had several calls from the
war department for service as a clerk at several of the
army camps,but never an appointment. I do not know whether
they chose someone else or whether a clerk of a lighter
hue was desired for the particular job.

I shall keep you informed of my progress,or the lack of
it,nd of business trends in this area as I see them. ' hope
to be abetter correspondent some day,but at present the
strain of business propagation requires a lot of time.

Please accept my apology for the tardiness of my letter
and remember that I am always at your service whenever
you or tb Department feels that I am able to render you a
service.

:51 c er el
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.2.L NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

2939 Audubon Street

September 29,1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington ,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your copy of the proceedings of the Washington-
conference. I shall treasure it and keep it for posterity
as a concrete example of a fine piece of work.

I have been quite busy of late in setting up a potato chip
business for my mother and sister. I hope to build quite
a business. I have quite a problem here with the humidity
as it hastens the staleness of the chips. In that regard
I am asking that you do me a personal favor. I have just
read that the Department of Agriculture has developed a
process for preserving the freshness of a potato chip
indefinitely. Will you please look into this and let me
know the details as soon as possible. If I can get the
formula immediately,I beliexa that I can outstrip some of
my competitors before they get set. I shall certainly
appreciate your assistance in this matter as a great help
to me. Since you are in D.C. and because of your position
I believe that you can facilitate my getting this informat-
ion.

I shall write you more fully in the next few days as to
developments here and other affairs. I hope that wecahall
be able to have.you come to us at our next Business seminar.

With my best wishes for your continued success,I am,

Respectfully yours,

G.G. Mc Demmond

TO PHOMOTE THE COMM IllUENCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMElICAN NEGRO
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August 16;1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington,D .C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

The past few weeks have been quite trying to me. I have
had all manners of duties to perform,and it seems that
I have not had the mental clearness to cope with the
situations which arose. My grandmother,who I loved very
dearlyhad been ill and it finally proved fatal on
Monday ,August 11th and she was buried on Wednesday,
which day was her 88th birthday. Her illness and death
has quite upset me and I am only now becoming able to
think of anything than my great loss. She.reared me,
along with my mother,and her love for me was general
knowledge to most of the people in the neighborhood.

I have made some investigations regarding the white
insurance companies who do business with colored people
in Louisiana. To be able to give an accurate report on
the number of such companies a breakdown will have to
be made on the companies operating in the state. In the
last report issued by the Secretary of State on the
companies operating in the state there was no indication
as to which of the companies were doing business as
insurance companies though they were classified ps
Wraternals,BurialsSocieties. We know that some .rater-
nals also operate as insurance companies. There are also
some listed companies that are doing business that are
unknown to me in this section and investigation will be
neccessary to determine whether they sell to Negroes.
I shall be happy to give you a complete report in a week
or two ,* If there is any particular phase you want
covered I shall be glad to include it in my report to you.

[I believe,as expressed before,that the Washington Confer-
ence was the most important step made in recent years,or
at any time,for the furtherance of the Negro in business.
The conference should be an annual affairand shouldhave
regular appointed committes to follow through with the
program as outlined in session at Washington. At least

TO PROMOTE TRE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAl, DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO



Mr. Lancaster,cont.

two Negro field representatives should be appointed to visit
the various Negro business centers in the country and study the
problems which confront them. Investigations should also be
made as to the types of persecutions which are heaped upon the
Negro business man by representatives of city and state govern-
ments,jobbers,Associations of Commerce,Salesmen,white competi-
tors and divers other deterrents to Negro business growth. The
field agents could be of invaluable assistance in helping the
Negro business man in setting up modern business methodsin
buying,in detecting fraudulent deals,and in general to make
the small Negro business man a better business man.j

If funds are available,literature should be sent to merchants
throughout the country for the purpose of schooling them in A
correct business practices. This could be a regular service of
the department,and the local government chambers could be used
as the distributing agency. Efforts should be made to have the
local white associations give recognition to the Negro groups
and to ha them cooperate with the Negro program.

FinallyI hope that there will be many more conferences called
by the Department of Commerce. A repetition of the splendid meet-
ing held .in April will do untold good in helping us to grow
economically. A tie-in with the work of the National Negno
Business League will unify our efforts and lead the Negro people
of this country to economic security after not so many years have
passed-.

I again want to thank you for the part you played in making the
conference possible and the splendid follow up work you have since
been doing. I amm looking forward to the Memphis meeting and to
seeing you and talking with you there. Iaam hoping that events
will permit my going. The many dnwbacks that I have had in the
past few weeks will make it necessary that I sacrifice quite a bit
to be present,but it is worth the sacrifice.

I hope to hear from you soon in regard to the insurance query.

With my fondest regards,

George G. Mc Demmond.
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Tuly 29, 1941

Mr. George G. MoDemmond
2959 Atdubon Street
New Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Mr. ooDemmondt

I have your recent letter and I appreciate your con'-
plimentary remarks with reference to the conference.
I presume that you will attend the convention of the
National Negro Businees League. The Department of
Commerce has approved my travel allowance to this
convention. I wish to confer with you and others
as to the future program of this office and the pro-*
visions of the committee's report on recommendations
and findings.

I am interested in the study of the Louisiana sitav
ation you mentioned in your letter. Upon its com*
pletion I shall be pleased to receive a copy of the
report*

I have knowledge that there are a number of white
insurance companies in Louisiana writing Negro busi-
ness, Please send me a list of these companies at
your earliest opportunity,

Very sineerely yours,

Ainmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
. . Department of Commeree

MLt damh
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ALLEN PAGE I am in receipt of your letter of July 15th. Please accept
J. EVERETSTU.RT my appreciation of your interest and the report.
JESSE L. WICKER

J. EDWIN WILKINS

In my opinion I believe that the Washington meeting and
the subsequent report to the Department-of Commerce is
the most noteworthy accomplishment that Negno business
has gained in its existence. We,who knownof your efforts,
shall always be indebted to you for making this possible.

We are making splendid gains in New Orleans with our
Board of Trade. The Housewives League is also functioning
splendidly. The Local Chamber Of Commerce assured me
through its manager of Operations last week that it will
cooperate with us. "e also intimated that some financial
aid might be possible. If you could have known the
previous attitude which prevailed you could really appreciate
what a step forward this is to us.

Since seeing you in Washington,I have made a change in
employment. After being with Flint-Goodridge Hospital for
more than four years I left to take a position as Agency
Director for the Keystone Life Insurance Uompany. But
after being with them less than two weeks I decided that
it would serve me better to leave as quickly as possible.
I have had several offers but they have not been quite
the thinr7 for me to dobut I shall have to do something
soon as my bride of a few months is beginning to be uneasy
because of my three week lay off.

While I am not working if there is any way that I can serve
your office or you I shall be glad to do so. I have been
making some study of the situation here in Louisiana and
when it is completed it will be of help to us in our pro-
gram.

Please accept my thanks for the splendid work you are doing
and for your continued success.

Respectfully yours,
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THEEICAN NEqu1O



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941

Mr. G. G. MoUDemond
Executive Secretary
New Orleans Negro Board of Trade
2107 Dryadea Street
New Orleans, La.

Dear Mr. MoDemmond:

I have made several a:'ditions to the report of the
Committee on Recommendations and Findings which were
recently forwarded to you by Hr. .sB. Blayton.

Since the enclosed draft, which has been approved by
the Secretary's office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respectfully urge that you
indicate your approval thereon at your earliest con-
venience.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commeroe

EML;dmh
Encl.
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April 1, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

For some unexplainable reason your letter of March 12th
has just been received by me this morning, and I hastily answer.

In a previous letter to you, I stated my approval of the
Conference and my willingness to attend. 1 shall arrange to be
present on April 18th and 19th for the sessions.

I shall send, under separate cover, a photograph, as per
your request, and I am also sending a copy of the survey which
we have recently made here in 'Lew Orleans, and a Directory of
Negro-owned establishments here.

ith anticipation of a successful Conference, I am,

Very truly yours,

GGMcD-w. G. G. McDmmond
Executive Secretry

New Orleans iegro Board of Trade

TO PROMOTE TflE COUMM,1IAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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March 12, 1941

Mr0. G. McDormond
w leans Negro Board of Trade

2107 Dryades Street
New Orleans, Louisia

Dear Mr. McfDemmond:

During the past year commauni cations vere addressed to
you with reference to the formatioa of a National Negro
Business Committee and Conference to affect a zore ad-
equate integration into the Departent of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Locretary of Cormerce,
and a preliminary announcement thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Department's$ Press Bureau for im-
mediate release.

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
grar, and I ku pleased to announce that this conforeace
on the Negro in Business iill be held Friday and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the D.partont of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D, C.

A sibsauent release continiag tihe sessions, speakers
and photographs will be distributed ahortly. In order
to complete our program and comply with the, requests of
newspapers for a list of persons attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you omd your photograph and ad-
vise us as to your attendance at your very earliest oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Commerce will not be able to defray
the tra4ve1in-' or acconmodetion expenses of committee.
membrs, and no attendance or registration fee ill be
charged.

We expect your ative participation in the confe-enco
discussionsa, and I await your reply.

Very truly your,

LAmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Pegro Affairs
U. 5. Denartmnsat of Commerce

EI3IL: drih



FLINT-GOODRIDGE HOSPITAL
OF

DILLARD UNIVERSITY
NEW ORLEANS

October 28, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor of Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. OC.

Dear Mr. Lancasters

I am in receipt of your letter of October 23, in which you advise of a
postponement of the day of the'conference, and wish to say that ypu may
consider me as willing to serve atany time that is convenient to your office, I
am just recovering from an operation and would have found the proposed date
inconvenient at this time.

Respectfully yours*

GM oDs:hw G.- G. MoDemmond

HOSPITAL CARE FOR A PENNY A DAY TO EMPLOYED GROUPS . . .A
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October 21, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster;

Since my last correspondence I have been confined
to Flint-Goodridge Hospital as a patient and have not been
able to write you of our work with the Negro Board of Trade.
It was only a few days ago that I underwent an operation, but
I felt that I should let you hear from me.

We are issuing a journal of Negro Business here in
New Orleans and I should like to know how many copies you will
require for your department and any other place where you
might wish them sent. We believe that it will be quite a
creditable booklet and will give some idea of general Negro
progress in New Orleans. Having limited facilities for
investigation we do not claim that it will be complete but
feel that it will cast some outlook in Negro Business progress
in New Or~eans. We are soon to get out questionaires and to
institute a survey so that we may be well informed on general
conditions in Louisiana.

With my very best
in your field, I am

GGMcD:m

wishes for your continued success

Respectfully yours,

G. G. McDemmond

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPAfEN'' OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

September 19, 1940

Mr. Simmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C

Dear Mr. Lancaster*

I am in receipt of your letter of September
12, in which you ask whether I will serve as a member
of the National Negro Business Advisory Council. To
this query1 I wish to advise you that I heartily
accept the invitation to confer with you on this very
vital matter.

I have begun to supplement my files, and to
make additional surveys through the New Orleans Negro
Board of Trade and certain other agencies in our
community, as well as by personal investigation, in
order that we may present as complete a picture as
possible of the factors which influence, both negatively
and positively, the growth of Negro business in New
Orleans and the state of Louisiana. I shall be very
happy to have such additional information as you deem
necessary, and wish to assure you that you may feel free
to call on us at any time for such assistance as
you may need in the formulation and working out of your
program.

With my very best wishes for your continued
success, I am,

Yours very truly,

NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

George G. McDemmond,
Executive Secretary

GGM/ABB

TO PIMIOTEI TRE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAl DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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September 12, 1940

Mr. George G0 Mo.emond
Exeoutive Seoretary
New Qrleans Negro Board of Trade
2107 Dryades Steet
New Orleans# Louisiana

Dear Mr. MoDemmondz

Recently a letter vms addreseeg to you containing prg,
postle for the formation of a national Negro usizeds
Advisory Counil to which you replied favorably. The
purPose of this communication is to aseertain if you
will serve as a member thereof*

Details pertaining to the program and date of the con-
ference will be outlined later in the form of a Depart*o
ment release,

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emmwer )Artin Laeaster
Adviser onl egro Affaire,
U. S. Department of Ciommeree.

EMLDMH
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September 9, 1940

Mr. mmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, Dw C.

My dear NM. Lancaster.

I have Just returned to my office'this morning and
found your letter dated August 27. You will recall
that I was at the Business League Convention in
Detroit, and I added a little vacation before I re-
turned home. Please accept this for my delay in
answering your letter.

Your speech at the luncheon in Detroit, as well as the
information which r have at hand now, gave me much in--
formation as to what you have in mind for the develop-
ment of Negro business by governmental assistance. -
I firmly believe this to be a step in the right direo-
tion and will be a great boon to the struggling Negro
businessmen.

In this section where I serve as regional vice-president
of the National Negro Business League, I find that there
is a greet need for the type of agency which you propose.
Much good can accrue; particularly, from fact finding
bureaus and from placement units which will serve to
integrate business minded young pReople into the classes
of business for which they will be more suited.

Any information or services which you desire of me or
the New Orleans Negro Board of Trade, we shall be very
happy to give. We should like representation from this
area at your conference because We feel that New Orleans
and its surrounding territory has problems of a very
peculiar type, which are not generally found throughout
other places in the nation. With my very best wishes for
a continuance of your success, and with the hope that we
shall meet again, I am,

Yours very truly,

NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

George G. McDemmdnd,
Executive Seoretary

GGMt/abb
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCfAL DEIVEI.OPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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August 27, 1940

Mr. George MoDemond
Flint*Goodridge Hospital
New Orleans, a.

Dear r. MoDemaonds

The DepartmeAt of Deaneroo is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in*
comes, we have very littleknowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ao-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Govfrwnth,6 I have in mind the formation of a Negro Bust.
nes Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Cosmerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments,

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Assooate Professors
H. Naylor*Fltahugh and James 3. Mitchell of the Depart.
Matn of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. oOt of this 4onw
forence several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Coa*
meroe as a clearing house for all Negro businessmen through-*
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
ourriqula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business 4ptablishmentes this would be deter*
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert



s4

employeis of ooll.ge experience# (a) factual studies to
be m~de amailablo for the 'benefit of am~ll Negro busi-
nes.ess Cd) - a, anfarene to be called an~d held In the
&uditotium 6f 'the 'N'partmeat of' Couueree antd it,% uae
tbeo as headqu..rtero -for'the proposed oommidttee of
Vhich theprofOssors ot buisineas administration ooursee
in-hegro in aituVions will be members*

I ahsal appr I eiate ya'ur reactions with reference to these
proipsals, and 1I await Youri i ediats reply*

Respectfully yeuxro,

~NL;

7

inseur Martin Lanaster
Adviser ou Nogro Affairs,

S. tD.p.rtmaut of Comoare*

I~-,-
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AuCust lb# 1940

Mr# R. L* McDougall
Vice President
Meahanies and Farmers Bank
Durhat, North Carolina

Dear Mr. MoDougalls

The Department of Commeroe is interested in assisting
Nogro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistioal data upon retail establishments and their in*
oomesj we have *ery little knowledge of their problems*
Information peraining thereto in my opinion can be afot
quired only though a medium of contact with the Federal
Government# I/have in mind the formation of a Negro $uciw
ness Advisory Oounoil or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Counil which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, to recomnd aid advise methods of improving
business by Grvermental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who ate representative of all types of business
includingnfinotal and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholeaIe establishments.

Recently Prof~ssor Jesse W. Lwis and Associate Professors
. Nayt6r Fithugh and James B. Mitchell of the Depart.

ment of Commede and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with with reference to the foregoing* Out of this oone
fereee several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Commerce
as i clearing house for all Negro businesses throughout
the country pertaining to (a) business administration our-
rila in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments this would be deter-
mied by maintaining a list furnished by the school of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
bu inesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert

p /
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employees of college experience (a) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (di)a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Comerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
vhich the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

.mer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U# S. Department of Commeree.


