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March 27, 1941

Mr. Emory Bryant
Bloomingdale Civic Asso ci nation
130 Jeaton Place, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Bryant:

The First Annual Conference of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affair fDivision of the Department of Com-
merce will be held in the Department Auditorium, Friday
and Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
held during the day beginning at 10:00 am., and closing
at 5:00 p.m. Subsequent releaaed will contain further
information ;'w to the sessions end speakers,

The Division of Negro Affairs solicits the support of
your organization and urges the tmembership to attend And
participate in the session discussions which will be open
to the public.

The enclosed release contains excerpts from persons who
have ascribed to the program.

Very truly yours,

1mmer Martin Lanctaster
Adviser on Negro Aff rs
U. $. Department of Commerce
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iarch 20, 1941

Mrs 0# K Brown, Seorotary
Washington Cheabor of Coner"
811 F Strit, N. W,
Washintaa, De, o

Dear Mr, ewras

The First Ahaal Conference on Negro busites s sponsored
by the Negro A2fairs Division of the Department of Com--
nore* will be held In the Doartmet Auditoriua, Friiay
and Saturday, April 18th and 19tho Session will be
held durt the day beginning at 10:00 aem., and closing
at 5e00 pow. *$bequent releases will cttaa further
tWormatIos as to seasons and spekers.

The DIviates of Negro Affairs solitits the support of
your organization and urges the membership to attend and
tarbU1ipate $a the $*saton discussions which will be open
to the publios

The enclosed rlese sonbains excerpts from persons who
hve ascribed to this progresa

Very sincerely yours,

hEr Marbin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Afairs
ty S. Departnet of Oncaweroo



April 14, 1941

Miss Edith C. Buotm
Acting Director
School of Business
Eampton Institute
Rapton, Virginia

Dear Miss Buckman:

The enclosed release contains en announcement of a confer-
once on the Negro in Business to,be held in Washington,
D. C., April 18th and 19th, 1941.

Dolegato from business organizations and educational in-
stitutions of fourteen states will be represented. Educa-
tors, businesmen and specialists will present facts, sta-
tiatics and proposals relating to the Negro in business,

The V. S. Department of Comerce invites you to attend and
to participate in the conference discussions,

Very sincerely yours,

MmeIer Martin 4encaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

1E2L: dm h
&Cnl.



March 26, 1941

Brotherhood of tleepin& Car Porters
933 U Streot, N# W.

W--ehin, toz, D. C.

Gentlemen:

The First Ainual Conferenco of Niegro Business sponsored
by the INegro Affair Divisini o the Loprbient o& Ctom-
T4%rcA wll be hold ir the Departmezt AJitoriu Friny

anud Saturdayr, April 18th nd 19t1-h, Sei cu will be
hld durinG the .dy bo ini wt 10:00 an.., e'd closing

at 5:00 m. Subsequent rla e s will ecztain r thor
information as to the essions and speakers.

The Division of Negro Affaire solicits the support of
your organization and ur Us Qv .mbersip to a snd and
patrtiCiptt iZn th.ec cesion uiscusilons uhich will be open
to he public.

The enclosed release contins excerpts from persois who
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Emer iMartin Lancaster
Advi ser on INegroAfa

U. 3. Department of 0$ heroe

EL: drmhx
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April 3, 1941

Rev. Wkyalte r 1K. brooks
Pastor, 19th trnet Bapti t Church
19th & I Streets, Z, 4.
eashagpton, 0. 0.

Dear Rev. Brooks:

The.analosed releaae cOntains6 n gAunnocement of? a conf~erfance
on Nho Negro in Businues to be hol ia th: C1ommor AuditoriUm
Fridyand xaturcaj, Apr1 18th nd 19th. I;111 busine eas-
SiOns6 will open at 10 a.an. ad5- clo1 5 ., n ill
opesn to tho public.

Your s pecil attention is called to the public maos meeting
to be held Friday, April I8th ut Mt. Camel Baptiat Chwon,
and will be addressed by the Hon. Wayne Chatfield Taylor, Th-
der Secretary of ooz ce. Music will bs furishd by the
W.,. egro Commumity Chorus consisting o 45 voices, the Can-
toren Girls' iChorus, directed by Miss Mary E'rope, and vociAl
selections by Mrs. Elizabeth SinkIford Thornton. You And your
congregation are iited to appear and autely participat in
the conference amd eessions.

This office wishes permission to placo on your bulletin board
posters and releases of the confronce aends. Plese advise
if this is permssible.

Very aincerely yours,

Emmxner Martin Laiocater
Advisor on Ne*gro Affairs
U. S. Departmnt of? Co~. erce

E!L: alh
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March 28, 1941

Mrs. Mary Booker
Marshall Heights Civic Association
5400 Drake Ave., S. E.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Booker:

The First Annual Conference of Negro Eusinass sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Division of the Department of Com-
meroe will be held in the Department Auditorium, Friday
and Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
held during the day beginning at 10:00 a.m., and closing
at 5:00 p.m. Subseluent release will contain further
information as to the ae sionts andi speakers.

The Divisioa of Negro Affairs solicits the support of
your organization and urges the membership to attend and
participate ia the eesion discussions tich will be open
to the public.

The Onolosod release contains excerpts from persons Mho

have .scribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Leacaster
Adviser on Ntgro Affair s
U. S. Department of Commerce

iWL: dmb
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March 27, 1941

Mr. Geo&rge 'T Beasely
%ntrl tMorthwesttssociation

923 T Street N.

The Firv Anntufl ont4f rfle of Nerro Buritrm sponsored
by tho k oro Affairs DisIon of the Depurtmitnt o Coam

rce ibl be 4 1phe Deprtmt Auditato, Friday
nd &t yA 1 tWnd 19th. eions will be

hl4Ail b in t 10:00 .c., l:4 losiag

hior tm ~ he ble est til metai 1cA

v Pto a ffirs 4i 1  the 4rpport of
a"ii-,o t mebershi to atted id

t easier 4 ions whie All be open
the obtIe.

th Omolo d 10se contAine exerpta rom perans vho
he asorlisd to this rogre.

Vry trW y yours,

!me*gr Warti Lanes3ter
Acii er on Ne;ro Attairs
U, 8. Departtront of Commeroe
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IMarch 2, 1911

Mrs. Josephine E.B uelford
266 Iolbrook Avenue
Detroit, M ichigan

Dea.r Mr.Belford:

In accorce with the- Vreu t of Conte0m O'Brion
you mre~ invited to a.tted confernc on the Negro
in Business in the De trt t of Commerce Auditorium
April 16th and 19th.

The onclosed re lease nins brief st tement of the
confrenc, ad subsonuant reKli.noe il announce de

tailed ifreto st p.4oa:a esos

Very trul yours,

Earnmer Mat^.-rtin Lanca-ster
.dvisor on Nog.ro affair
U. 3. DOpfrtment of Cothrorce
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August 15, 1946

Mr. B. T. Bradshaw
President-Treasurer
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Co.
Richmond 19, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradaas

The U. S. Department of Commerce, upon the approvaX
of Secretary Wallace, is 'ponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditorium
October 17-18194 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the confer-
eace and the discussion topics is in the process of prepare.
tion and is required to be submitted to the Government Print..
ing Office on the morning of August 27. Photographs of pro.
ainent Negroes in business will adorn this brochure and accord-
ingly .we request that you furnish as with a copy of your
personal photograph of glossy print about 8 x 10 *inches in
aise to be included therein. -It is respectfully urged that
your photograph be received in our office not later than
August 26. 

Very sincerely yours,

Ammer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affaire

EMLada)



August 15, 1946

Mr. L. 0. Blount
Secretary-General Manager
The Great Lakes Mutual Insurawon Co.
301 East Warren Avenue
Detroit 1, Michigan

Dear Mr. Blounts

The U. 8. Department of Commaerce, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commeree auditorius,
October 17-18-19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the disonsion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office
on the morning of August 27. Photographs of prominent Negroes
in business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 10J inches in size to be included there.-
in. It is respectfully urged that your photograph be received
in our office not later than August 26.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affair*

EMLidamj



August 15, 1946

Mr. J. . 1Blayton
Carnegie Professor of Business Adm.
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia

Der Mr. Blaytons

The U. S. Department of Comieree, upon the approval
of Seretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditorium,
October 17-18.19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the discussion topic is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office on
the morning of August 27. Photographs of prominent NXegres in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furniah us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 3 x 102 inches in size to be included thereinw
It is respectfully'urged that your photograph be received in our
office not later than August 26.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EMLidmj



August 15, 1946

Rev. . 8. Bena, Jr.
Regional Vice*President
National Negro Business League
716 South 19th Street
Philadelphis Pa*

Dear Mr. Benno

Tho U. S. Department of Commerce, upon the approval
of 8eoretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditorium,
October 17-819P 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the diseassion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office on
the morning of August 27. Photographs of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about t x 101 inches in sise to be included therein.
It is respectfully urged that your photograph be received in our
office not later than August 26.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EMLtsdm)



August 19, 1946

Miss Mary J. Barrett, Secretary
Progressive Business Alliance, Inc.
7122 Cedar Avenue
Cleveland 3, Ohio

Dear Miss Barretts

The U. S. Department of Commerce, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditorium
October 17-18-19- 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the discussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office on
the morning of August 28, Photographs of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 10i inches in sise to be included therein.
It is respectfully urged that your photograph be received in our
office not later than August 27.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

ENI :daj



August 19, 1946

Mr. W. R. Butler, Manager
Groff Hosiery Co.
324 South Rapart Street
New Orleans, ouisiana

Dear Mr. Butlers

The U. S. Departm of Commerce, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is spo soring the Second Conference on
the Negroin Basines to be held in the Commerce auditorium,
October 1710-19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the discussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be admitted to the Government Printing Office on
the morning of Augast 28. Photograph of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 10i inches in shiie $t be included therdin.
It is respectfully urged that your photograph i be received in our
office not later than August 27.

Very sinker4y yours,

Emmer Martin \Lancaster
Adviser on g0o Affairs

L1'
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August 19, 1946

Mr. Claude A. Barnett, Director
The Aesociated Negro Press
3507 South Parkway
Chicago 15, Illinois

Dear Mr. Barnetts

The U. S. Department of Commerve, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to to held in the C4mmerce auditorium,
October 1748-19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the discussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Governmeot Printing Office on
the morning of August 28. Photographs of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish !a with a copy of your personal photograph of
gloayprint about 8 - 161 inches in aise to be included therein.
It is respeotftly urged that your photograph be received in bur
office wtlater thian ugust 27.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs



August 20, 1946

Kr. B. T. Bradshaw
President-Treasurer
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life Ina. Co.
Richmond 19s Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradshaws

Mr. Lancaster is now attending the Business League

conference in Philadelphia, however I am sure that he would

wish me to thank you for promptly sending your photograph

to be included in the announcement of the second conference

on the Negro in Business. I am sure that the photograph

which you sent wiU be satisfactory.

Very sincerely yours,

Beatrice g. Johnsod
Secretary to Mr. Lancaster
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Richmond 19, Virginia

August 19, 1946

Mr. mmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Eegro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I was indeed glad to receive your letter of August 15th
and to learn that the U. S. Department of Commerce is planning to
sponsor the Second Conference on the N1egro in Business.

Unfortunately, the only photograph that I have at this
tine is the regulation newspaper cut size. I am forwarding this
in the hope that it will be satisfactory. It it does not meet
the requirements please so advise me and I shall make an effort to
obtain an 8 X l0- inch photograph. This will not be easy to do
at this time because all of our good photographers here are on
vacation, but if you insist,you may rest assured that I shall put
forth every effort to obtain exactly what you want.

Sincerely yours,

B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer
VA. MUTUAL BENEFIT LIFE IESURATCE CO.

BTB/b
enclosure

-

.: .. .........

,- - , ', , , ", ,, - "V,

Q.Q
1 ON

nil Q a.

W"! K4%

-.51

-1 now,



gakk ,- -'u.

October 10, 1941

Dr. 1T H. Bol, Prosident

Alo r, iseti

Dear Dr* Polls

During the 198) Cne Wthe Dp artent of Comer* pro-
pard a rpot en the Nero population of the Unit*d

tes entttt *eron in the United Statees 1980
1908' Pla advise if y*ur school library contained
this volumes

Vory truly youras

annor Matin Lnue
Adviser on Negro Affaits
U. 3. Department of Conmooe



Mr. William A. Bailey
Negro Busines Specialist
Burau of th ConsUs
014 Cla ub zl di&g

Dear W atler4

ty. Jesus 1, Jon*e Seoretary of Commros has advised all agenotes
wtthi* the DePrtwnt to revise their peaoetime pro-e to meet the
emergenoi* of the proseit ar coofliet. Aooording, the Division
of tNegro Atfairs has replied its prewar progrn iththe esolosed
plea or sota

The victory progtea of the 4700 member organizations of the Unttd
StaM Cheaber of 0eroe was of suh aguitud that the President
ezpreeo#d his gratitude, publioly. I am oinoed that Negroes in
business desire that their patriothea shall ot be surpasad by any
other business organinstion sad their traditional loyaty to the Govraw
meet renta isw$ietn

I respotflly urge that you serve on the plannIng oottoe of
your abate and you may sleot that operation suitable to your talents.
Your stak ohdrna will comanoats with you on the technique, ass iga

ets at procedure best adapted to yor aloo ty.

You aro advised to oumnioate with thi offtoe frequently and
your oritioiUas of this endeavor, ae invited. In order that our nexb
war release, containing the action 0 our oowdte#e, might receive
proper thng sad adbquate publietty, please reply taediately to this

Very sinerely yours

Tmer Martin Lsaoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S. Department of Qmtrs

NL *A h



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 11* 194Z

setie 0h4SftBureau of the Coa"
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FOREWORD

In considering Negro Business apart from
all businesses, one must. remember that only
Individuals and Partnerships are represented.
So that, though appreciable, the Negroes who
own stock in and control certain Business Cor-
porations are not taken into consideration in
the preparation and presentation of the follow-
ing data.



TABLE I

From this summary it is easily seen; that of the 45,954 business
establishments operated by Negro Proprietors or Firm Members, slight-
ly over 51 percent were in retail; less than 1/10 of one percent were
in wholesale, and the remainder or nearly 49 percent were in service,
exclusive of amusements and tourists camps. Negro Hotels constitute
6/10 of one percent of the total establishments.

Of the $77,174,000 received by these establishments, the retail,
although constituting slightly more than 51 percent of the establish-
ments accounted for more than 63 percent of the receipts; the whole-
sale establishments, while constituting less than 1/10 of one percent
of the establishments accounts for more than 2/10 of one percent of
the sales. Hotels which were 6/10 of one percent of the establish-
ments supplied nearly one percent of the receipts; while service which
had more than 48 percent of the establishments had less than 36 per-
cent of the sales.

Individual Proprietors and Firm Members followed almost the
same ratio as the establishments.

Of the 26,802 employees, service accounted for more than 52 per-
cent, while retail had almost 46 percent. Hotels had nearly 2 per-
cent and wholesale the balance. The payroll followed almost similar
lines.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON

October 15, 1940

MEMORANDUM TO MR. EWKMR M. LANCASTER
ADVISOR OF NEGRO AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
,TASHINGTON, D. C.

FROM: MR. WILLIAM A. BAILEY

Attached here-to are the names of some Manufactur-

ers whom you may care to contact, in furtherance of your

business plans.

Respectfully Submitted,

/ illiam A. Bailey

WAB: w



CFTL-CAGO -- MANUFACTUPMS

Automobile Spark PluEs Manufacturers
B-4-A1l Spark Plug

Beverages Manufacturers
South Side Bottling Works

Caskets Manufacturers
Consumer Casket Company
Continental Casket Mfg. Company
Washington & Wright Casket Company

Dresses - Manufacturers
lola Dress Manufacturing Company
Standard Garnent Mfg. Company
Tanya Shoppe

Exterminators (Mfg. of Insecticides)
Homestead Products Company
Magic Insect Exterminator Company

Gasoline & Oil Burners - Manufacturers
Jackson Sam & Son

Ice Cream - Manufacturers
( Service Links Ice Cream Company

Incense Manufacturers
Jap 0 Oriental Incense Company

Lamp Shades Factory
Home Lamp Shade Factory

Mattress - Manufacturers
Lewis Brothers

Sausage Manufacturers
Parker House Sausage Company
Triangle Sausage Company
Uncle Jerry's Sausage Company

Shirt - Manufacturers

I Washington, G. J. Shirt Mfg. Company

Sboe Polish Manufacturers
7 Green C. H. & Company

Tooth Powder Manufacturers
I Welters Tooth Powder Company

3619 Cottage Grove

4732 Indiana Avenue

3946 S. State Street
3840-44 S. State Street
4521 S. State Street

137 E. 51st Street
47 E. 51st Street
1619 Simpson Street,

Evanston, Ill.

407 E. 35th Street
3630 Cottage Grove

3151 Indiana Avenue

5314 S. State Street

4702 S. State Street

5011 Calumet Avenue

5141 Wabash Avenue

4605
5434
5831

S. State Street
S. State Street
S. State Street

3843 Indiana Avenue

105 E. 35th Street

2542 Cottage Grove

NAME ADDIE SS



CHICACO --- MANUFACTURERS
(Continued)

ADDRE SS

Toilet Preparations Manufacturers
Accurate Chemical Company
Apex Hair Company, Inc.
Davila Beatrice Mme.
M. A. C. Laboratory
Murray Superior Products Company
O'Neal Chemical Company
Overton Hygienic Mfg. Company
Poro Toilet Preparations
Porter's Premier Products Co.
Raynor, H. B. Chemical Co., Inc.
Teverbaugh, Lena
Ward, Marguerita Co., Inc.

Tailors - Manufacturing
( Monarch Tailoring Company

New Car Dealer
Gaines, Dan

Cigar Manufacturers
Lane, Henry S.

2 Smith, George G.

Toilet Preparations
O'Pal Manufacturing Company
Black Beauty Company

Window Shades Mfg., Company
1. C. Butler
South America Window Shade Co.

4320 S. Michigan Avenue
412 E. 47th Street
5817 Lafayette Avenue
4015 Indiana Avenue
3610 S. Cottage Grove
4553 Champlain Avenue
3653 S. State Street
4415 S. Parkway
4417 S. State Street
3659 Indiana Avenue
3626 Giles Avenue
404 E. 47th Street

3446 S. State Street

4510 Cottage Grove

5600 S. State Street
4337 Langley Avenue

4635 S. State Street
4015 Indiana Avenue

623 E. 47th Street

... ...... .....



1KAND T I T,!RERS

NAME

Mrs. U. S. Bond
Casket Factory

The Brown Gas Log Company

ADDRESS

Madison, Arkansas

Sawmill Run Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Penn.

Brown Bomber Baking Powder Company New York, N. Y.



Note s

The effect of such balancing has been shown for the field -f agriculture, and
we further find that all the States except South Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi,
Arkansas, Louisiana Oklahoma, and Texas could stand an increase in their Negro
farm operators,and'such an increase would balance the farms operated by Negroes with
the total proportion of all-per3ant-ef Negro populationso that the percent of
Negro-operated farms would bear the same ratio to all farms,as the ratio for the
Negro population bears to the total population.

The table for balancing the Negro farm population is attached hereto, made
a part hereof.

The same ratiofproportion has been followed through for woolen mills, textile
mills, rubber factories, postal service, street railways, telegraph and telephone
lines, insurance and real estate businesses, automobile agencies, wholesale and
retail trade ( with theexception of automobile agencies),
professional servicesksemi-professional services 9 3n other words, we should
seek to obtain our proportionate share in all trades, occupations, and professions.

It must be noted in passing that the Negro when freedwas simply turned loos',.
on the existing system, without any effort being made at the time to integrate him
into all the occupations, so that)he must gravitate, and tended to gravitate,7to
those occupations entered with least resistance; to wit, domestic and personal
services and unskilled labor.

No attempt hasbe made since emancipation to integrate the Negro into
trades, occupations~ and he is being left to drift in the same unbalanced way that
he was at the time of his emancipation. It stands to reason that the progress,
though phenomenal, has not been as great as it would havehad some definite
balancing been put into operation to integrate him into all occupations, trades,asa
professions.

It is believed that such an effort should be made by the churches, schools and
all organizations, incithding those foundations furnishing money for the furthering
of Negro educationto integrate the Negro into the population in the plan presented
above.

What would be the objection to that. It would be that the Negro population
is not static. It might be said in this connection that the Italian population,
Jewish population, Japanese population, and foreigh-born population is not static,
yet it is integrated in our American system of occupations to a greater degree than
is the Negro. The objection might be made that the Negro has not sufficient money
to integrate himself. To this we would say that M he theepons, and the means
a4d labor and brains t± which he has displayed in sufficient quantity to carry
through a capable ix occupational integration.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

BusInESS CENSUS-SERVICE-C -W.A. Project

TABjLE, 3.-PRINCIPAL KINDS OF BUSINESS, BY TYPE OF OPERATION
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON May 6, 1941

Dr. Emer Martin Lancaster
Advisor, Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear sir:
Enclosed will be found tabulations on longshoremen and

sailors as per our conversation of recent date.

Inasmuch as it may be necessary to load the ships in the

Atlantic seaport will all possible speed and, inasmuch as trouble may be attatant i

encountered in finding sufficient qualified men to load the ships as well as

to serve as crews for same, this tabluation is submitted for your use and

information.

Very -respectfully submitted

P.S. Detailed n tion will be found in followin Census publications:
Negroes in United States 1920-32
Occupational statistics, 1930

(1940 figures not yet available)



Bureau of Census
City Club Building
Washington, D. C.
April 23, 1941

Dr. Emmer M. Lancaster
Advisor, Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Lancaster:

In furtherance of our recent conversation
concerning Negro Business in the Nation's Capital,- there
is enclosed herewith certain statistical data calculated
to fit somewhere in your plans.

It is, however, in this regard, well to
suggest that a definite goal be set, which shall be at-
tained without too much effort, and that a long range
plan for business in this area be worked out. By es-
tablishing an easily reached goal, and careful long
range planning, there is no reason why group business
cannot be doubled in this area.

ENCL.

WAB: g



Tract Number (1930) Negro Population

17,482

19,145

10, 951

1,181

11,728

6,389

Percent Negro

78.7

64.1

47.1

55.2

48.9

70.3

Illiteracy

5.2 %

2.2

2.7

0.2

6.4

6.5

Possible -'-'.reas (District of-Co la or siness Penetri--ttion



Suggested Lines for Business Penetration

Assembler of Farm Produce

Poultry, Butter, and 'Eggs toree

( Furniture
Second Hand Store ( Refrigerators

( Apparel

Filling Stations

Fuel (Oil, Coal, Ice)

Liquor Stores (Packaged)

Soft Drink Manufacturing Company

Fruit and Vegetable Market

Building and Loan Company

Lumber and Building Materials

Laundry and Linen Service



District 07r!"

Total Male Female

Agriculture 291 285 6

Forestry and Fishing 4 4

Extraction of Minerals 47 47 ------

Manufacturing and Mechanical Industries 10,149 8,613 1,536

Transportation 6,232 6,078 154

Trade 5,982 5,379 603

Public Service 8,263 6,626 1,637

Professional Service 4,550 2,570 1,980

Domestic and Personal Service 34,937 9,707 25,230

Industries Not specified 2,675 2,438 237

73,230 41,747 31,383



Lr, Joseph 7 !3akEr
Division ot Negro Rereh sad Planntng
Department t Labor and Industry
1Etrrsburg, PcM

Dear Mry Skr"3a

* W' 44e , Jones, Secretary of Cowaeroes has advised all agenote
within 4w 1Uepartmnnt to revise their peacetia provrsam to nt the
emrge.naW Jot the prsnmt war conflict, Aoeordlnglye the Dviston
of NoI z ha replaced its pep r program with the enclosed
plan of'401W

ThpviJoory program zof the 1,700 member organization of the United
tates 4 of Camero eas of euh magnitude that the President
epr0o4 a id, publidy, I an convinced that NegroeS In

busisos that heir patrdotisn shall not be surpassed by azn
othftt butta organtntion and their tAditional loyalty to the Govera
m4 remni # t

:I rs fully urg thaO you serve on the planniug oomittee of
ye' stat., you ~nv* select that operation suitable to your talents9

Tour stke 44rman wll cmuxtote with you o the toohnique, assign/as0s nd proedre best adapted to your looslity.

Ys a 4vise d to comuoae with this office frequently and
Yor oriti(sI"i of this endavor are iited. In order that our next
war relenq a#bObinig the obion of our coaitteee, tight receive( proper t n and dquate pubioity, please reply immediately to this

Very sincerely yours.

Bor Mrtin Lamaster
Adviser on gro Affairs
U, 3S Depatment of Comrce



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

BUREAU OF RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
DIVISION oF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

/

#610 3outh Office B1uilding
. v

January 15, 1942

Mr. Jesse H. Jones, Secret ary
The T. . De artment of Commerce
T ashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Tones:

ill ou kindly send me several copies of your man-
ual Official Poceedings of the First Anual Conference on the
Nero 6 Busines,

My copy has been misplaced, and it is necessary to
r place it"in order to complete our files.

Thank you very much for your kind help n conid
ration, ndlookirig frwrd to an immediate reply, I remain

Very truly yours,

Frances S. Butler

for Joseph V. Baker, Chief

VIVB/fsb

A



Jamary 19, 1942

Nsol Jonetibv. asker
SeVPrMeek Of L'abor.*ad adestrY
anan m ofreassal-k -and wrmtion

aoe se14h atlee Bstat
Hard~abwM a P

Dear Mr. Bkers

the utter addrse to Jes H Jaee, Sretary at
Camewee, be Trase. S# te, has bee n rerre4 to w
Oftt"* foraporaeacon

dr senate covr w bem forwf d sevn copies
at thepleom eates ctrease Preduge In compliasee
wit yourequest.

Very tnay you,*f

SaerMartin leaseter
AdvIser on Wepo Attatra
U. S.SDepartment omere



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY

BUREAU OF RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

August 20, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser
Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of August 11.

I regret that
reply before now, but I have
desk after an extended trip.
inconvenienced you.

I was unable to forward my
just now returned to my

I hope my delay has not

The Conference, I feel, was timely and
helpful and that the United States Department of Commerce
should be congratulated for having the forethought to call
such a meeting]

With heartiest best wishes,

Sincerely,

JVB/h0 Josep V. Baker



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 11o 1941

Mr, Joseph V, Bakor
Division of Negro Researh and Planag
lepartmet of Labor and Industry

Comme-eath of Penylwa
Earrisburg, Penna

Dear Mr. Bakers

The offiotal prooneflngs of the recent Negro Business
Conferease hold tn Washirgtqn ,D 0, have been presemte
to the Contasoe Daptnsta Seoto for prapntioa and
wil be ready for publitation*ast week t hes ben
SgeSted that a etateount be neSd true eaksber
of the National OCssittee On the Negro in Bsinese who
attended the Cenferee with refene to hisaeen
sts Wherest. These replie will be relied sithed
taneouslj with the distribution of the pr**tnges

I shall be plea to restve your Iapressaen of the
Ooatereace and my onstruetive oritioms yes wish to

tffer#

Very truly yors

aniee Martin Lanraster
Adriser on Negro Attare
U. So Department of Connre

INN



Aprit 4, 194&

Kr, Jes V. Bikw
Pvitst of 1e9. Renoeh Wad PiaaS
Department' of Labor sad Industry
C mnsath of Pennetesesa

Dear Mr. MAtrs

to h 0 that you witl atte4 lob st*r.
emse i a.e thisawk Atheeqeto

Adviser I hve 1a44 the matr of spa0 in
order to sal were tIo for d isonssioA on the floor,

tour poettea with thea Ceaseealth ot ?snnsytat
sntrty te. -a a o an pOatls W1hh ye"

"Sgh& rOe* ad I wUld the tor you to atimVely
parltpLte oil P 40eAa0te though I hare no$
saLtan you I spekig por a the po

4o , 1 thtk t a eble that
preare aagptesbyalltwhsfotpat#izSthe

nsea be pnainbeA,

Very estagerely yenre,

Aview on Eegro Attairn
U. 4. DepurbaeaI of Cmroe
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

April 2, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Advisor Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I merely drop this note to say that I am
glad to accept the appointment to your Advisory Committee and will
take whatever assignments on the program you should like me to have
during the conference. I am sending you a mat.

With heartiest best wishes,

Sincerely,

Q = -ZV.t Baker.

JYS t



Mareh 12* 1941

Mr, Joseph V. Baker
Rf8 North Broad Stroet
Phfladephis, Pa.

Doar Ite. S3orw

Dragthe past year womanatton are addressed to yu with
ratew to the trantt tof a tonl egro Bu#sWse Cs

zAttsoeat Otnto to attoot a more adequte $tstan
bC the of Norm eagage4 to btas

senaty, 4e oaterease ad ea.stt wee aprond by the
seretry ofa nap an a pnetat*ar nnoathen"t

has bes preped and salstoted to te Dep as

swM o eediWatener iprsdO U rp*
RaWens a file And*0*steakte aoeu t t

a i a plaed to hat this setene a theNoe
is aaebsa Ubt #e ht4 ?rdaU y and Sturd, April 18th

Do 1* to of C Mdttowtm, bs

A abnuest releases a ctg he seaon ca spaersad
*W - wI be4 thb*t hort * th ordr to ea ts

our pf$ta04n ept y th the a t ofmepapers to
* lst of person attaithe the oaftereas we arpe*4tl

UOr$ ths yOUsend rew phatgaph eat eais us as to yea
a*etes at youtr vtet pabmtp

Tbe tCo e rw flntUe aleo et the
trve1 or aocedatitepefsen of emaiettee
an s attenane or rgistratateee will be barget.

We 0pet your satiV partlipation the oonfstewe disotsa
aton and I nit your teplyA

Very truly yees,

amer Martin Inaster
Advior on Negro Affaira

EIL s 434agv$s$apartmat oflCoa11



October 8,5 1940

MrJ J6oeph V. Baker
205 North Broad Street
M4k4ladebat PO.

DaoreW ftaes

The ontomee of the propoed attonal Ner

.f t. aof~ Oenar, hab" bee Wp1*
st her date to orde that the

W a'S# *neetasy at b"es the
sa ee U** 4an*** m have adequate oppoe

tuin*v * "4 larg"flt" p's we w"

ewe wAU go torwu4es ait eary te
zefl you&4 feam advie t e wtU .nttmm

toOr"easa s vaeretwe Commue

Qord Al rewag

temr 4rkt Lesamster
Atvisev a NrAtfars
Pe.apRmnt. anae



COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

253 North Broad St.
Philadelphia, Pa.

September 27, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
United States Department of
Commerce, Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of
September 26.

I am both glad to hear that you are
going to actually create your Advisory Council and to
tell you that I shall be honored to give to it what-
ever I may have in the way of a contribution.

Let me add that it seems to me that
at this time such a definite move on the part of the
United States Department of Commerce is a very splendid
and almost prophetic undertaking. I enjoyed talking
to you in Detroit and I do hope that we will have the
chance to meet again.

With heartiest best wishes,

JosepVBV.Jkker, Chief
Divi on of Negro Research

JVB:st and leaning



September 26, 1940

N. Joseph Baik
230 Batlhan Tose
Germantown, Pa

Dear Mr* Baker I

During the outeeace in Detroit of the National Negro
Business League I addressed the noonday luncheon of
the Booker Ti Washinon Trade Assooiation, on a pro-
pose dNational Negro Business Advisory Counoll in the
Department of Commeroo. It is my impression that you
were present on that oocasion and heard this proposal
explained in detail. The purpose of this inquiry is
to asoertain if you will serve as a member of this
Advisory Qouxiil.

Details pertaining to the program and date of the oon-
forese dwill be outlined later in the form of a Depart*
abat release*

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

smer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,

o 8. Department of Commeroe.

ML DMR



Dr. Wfllian H. Bell, Pres$dent
Alo a A sad I College

Morns aVItasippI

Dear Drw Bells

n ees B. oes, Seoretary of COMMrsehas advised alX agano
withtn the nDepartnea4to rvine their penaetin program to mest the
energeneSe of the apreset oar confit, Aordiasly, th Dite#on
of egro Aftirn ba replaced it. pro*~, progre with the reloaed
plan of ebn whtoh has been approved by the Office of the Steretary,

You ham roeivd a letter frca r. Albon L. Holsy, explain
the ntare ot our re crn "ere wherein it ws agrend that ths
tete Vies PreIdmte of the -ague shall serae as State Chairnos
I respetta32y ure tOat you sAecept the ChairaAhip of your State Pla*
tAi (amattes ad wagest that you ntity the mmbers of the 101wa

Coitttn 0 the No"in 4usiaess and Yolegaten to the Washiugo teau
reaewhe&tOn I d4tre to Siclude as Amembes ofyour ondttse, The

toes wet prelude yo from solottzg other perncs of year shoe, nor
are yeu rntrited as to the teaekique and prooedare of emoutim this
plan of' aoticn1 Purtherore you are at liherty to attend alter, or
emplity tbIg progre sad your oritiian of thi te*ar Is i rit*d

The Second Annal Confreasf on the ege mi Business, eWho the
Depwtmen of Commerce has not Yt fina3y approved, is tezdatively
a sedt4ed for April 20tbwlthe 19. *All taeChainne wil b* urgeA
to attend this wetoreaoe and present in person a report of their rs'r
speotiwhe tate ativities. These reports wil be included In the oftt
eIal conference prooeediaga o.the D t of Comnero*e and distribntfl
widely am 4gaiatIose busi &overaMt specialiats, libraries
and other interested perans.

Please adViSn me tely if you will a-eopt this assgnment.

Very staoenly yours,

Afvier atn ifeLo Atar



Dr. Wilift H. Boll, Prnsidet
Alorn A. and X Collegr
Aloor, MVisstsippi

Dnz Dr. ,t

wr Je0 ,4 deass sOeetary 0of rse, has advised all aniS
wthts t1e De at to revio their pentia program to not he
11eewsne t othe prest war asttato Aordity, the Divrsia
ot Negr Aftain has rptUed its prear program vith the closed
pus ot satine

the viltoy prar at th 1410 amber onrgistin tof the Vatted
States Chamber of Gemervo was of asoh agattde that the President

apten4 his gatitude, publkiy, I stencazed that Negraes I
bsiaeas desire that ti patriotism shall ot be surpassed by a

e6 thbtaS orgaaitio and their traditional loyalty to te Goeraw
meat reain tariolate,

p Uly Ur" that you yson a nthe plantat oaittee of
yor at and yu al aleot that operation suitable to y"r talents.
Tour stats shatan will as tot with yon on the teehadge, sa n*

od a procedure obt adahe4 to your locality.

You are advised to #eaniais with this otteios frquotly sad
your orittiss O this **dsror are invited. IA order that our ext

wa release, saka t We satis at our emtte* saiht rOstVO
proper ting a adeqUate publiotty, please reply itoot ly to this
*entatin.

Very sicerely yours,

famr Martin Laeaster
Advior on Negro Affairs
u. S. Department of Ccneroe

SML*4t4



ALCORN. MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL
PRESIDENT

October 16, 19h1

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
. S. Department of Comrnce

Washing on, _D C.

Dear Sir:

Replying to your inquiry of Octoer
10th we are pleased to advise that our librarydoes have a copy of NEGROES IN THE UNITED STATES:
1920 1932

ith appreci ion r your every
court sY

Very trul you

Bell,
esident .

/
LORMAN. MISS.

FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

4
I

lot

lot,

wA non, n 4:j

T"T:-WWO

02 mv ,

14



November 29, 1941

Dr, William H. Bell, President
aecrn Coliege

Aloorn, Misstpp$

Dear Dr. Bell;

The Coaraot Distributitt Divitsen of OP.Ms has initlated
a plan to avail to mnuf4oturors and pe sons in business,
facilities for defense ontfraot orders.

On the 10th of Novembe;, three spooial trains left Washo
Ington for a tour throushod the country to intoav imaxmu

facturers dad smaal busineniaen as to the fmunotion of the
Contract Distribut at Division and the procedure to se.
cure defense cont s and procurement orders. Gorbre
rant officials fromO whe QP.24, Aranr Navy and Maritie
omission will a"o these traioa and advise business.

men on defense techaique

In my judgment thisto an opportunity for Negroes In bet.
nes to Ibeome acqdaitd with this defense service, and
the purpose of thi ornunication is to inform you and
other prontieabpraozs in business vdo desire to inspoa
these defenseexItbits, the date and place of these detrense
train, These ttina will be on display December Vlth In
Jaokson Mis, These special train# 4e not opento th ,
pblto, and aditadon thereto is by cards issued by fie34
Offices of the ontra fDistributio* Division of the OP&44
which for your information is looatd at the Towe or BiAlf2i
number 610, JaOkon, Miss.

The Washtot office has been requpated to advise the
various field offices to include colore4 bus inesmen iA
the inspection tour of these train, and I think it adM ,,
visable that you contact your field office mwodiately.

Please lot toS adW the outowns of your efforts.

Vefl truly yours,

Bushbr Martin Lanaster
Adviser on Negro Affaire
U#, SoDepartment of CoanzerdO

E=$W&A



It would be stark nonsense for me to write at length in an effort to extol

the worth of the Conference of the Negro in Business called in Washington April

18, 19, 1911, because I know of no better way of getting to the crux of the problem

of the Negro race than for the leaders in the fields of business and education to

be called together by the United States Department of Commerce to discuss this

problem. I see a better day lurking in the distant future for the race when the

breach between the Negro in business and the Negro in education-although ungrounded--

is spanned by mutual and common understanding on the part of both. We must realize

the interdependence of business and education and that each is indispensible to the

other.

It is as important that men in business relie more heavily upon the

Federal Government for the kind of service it is so capable of rendering because

of its technique and influence upon the entire economic system of our country as

upon the level of education for the basis of business. It should be of paramount

concern to men in business to know of the effect of certain legislations and edu-

cation upon production and consumption of goods and services. Contrariwise, the

educator should be interested in the result of improved business status on the

support and endowment of education.

By and Large, business must place its hopes in educational institutions

for executives, economists, engineers, intelligent labor etc. Likewise, educational

institutions must place its hopes in business for greater support. The ignorant

or uneducated man seldom if ever improves methods of production or makes any con-

tribution to the elevation of business efficiency; he is never a leader in fashions

and styles which make for greater demands on production. It is not he who buys and

remodels his home; who buys radios and first-class of all consumer goods etc. I

would hold in contempt a race or people whose business was pitched to the tone of

demands from its ignorant members. Therefore, I wish to commend the spirit that



lies behind the Conference, and say again that I envisage a, better day for the

Negro when we take steps toward allying education and business and at the same

time avail ourselves of the cooperation and services of the Government.

Respectfully,

Wim. Bell, President
Al rn A & M College

corn, Mississippi

Augucst 251



kiorn -. & ft . oltlge
ALCORN.MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL
PRESIDENT August 25, 1941

Mr. Ener Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Comerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It is probably too late to serve your pur-
pose; however, I am pleased to enclose herewith a
statement of the April Conference as per your request
August 11 which you may use as a whole or in part
according to your desire.

Sincerely yours

Wm. Bell,
P resident.

a/

Enc.

LORMAN, MISS.
FOR PASSENGERS. FREIGHT AND EXPRESS



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Awiust U1, 1941

Dr, Wa. H, 1*Be Presmde*
Aom A4 & Me iis*

Alns, Xissetppt

bear Pr, 13e*1

The outtt !rooedta&e of the nenb hepe 3 atuees
oetere hl in *aste, . 0, )aw he eamroaed
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ALCORN. MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL LORMAN, MISS.

PRESIDENT AugustI, 1941 FOR PASSENGERS. FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Nagro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Replying to your letter of July 30 regard-
ing Miss Susan Liles of Akron, Ohio, I regret to
advise that we have no vacancy in the field of
her special preparation; however, we are filing
your letter for future reference and should be
pleased to recommend her elsewhere if the occasion
arises.

I note with pleasure that the proceedings
of the Conference called last Spring will soon be
out. The report on our banks for 1939 and 1940
will prove interesting and helpful.

I am requesting the secretary of the Security
Life Insurance Company to send you the information
desired, and I believe Mr. S. L. Ratliff, Principal
of the George Washington Carver High School, Tupelo,
Mississippi, is treasurer of the Magnolia Mutual Life
Insurance Company.

Looking forward to seeing you in Memphis,
and with cordial good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

T.T<H Bell,
Pr ident.



August 4, 19141

Mro W. Ho Williams., Secretary
The Security Life Insunce Co.
1251 North farish Street
Jackeon, Mississippi

Dear Sir:

Please and to Mr. " er.I
Adviser on Negro Affairs, U 
of Comeroe, Washin Dienj~tr t
following into n
as of December 940,

Lancaster*
Department

airman,
of Directors.



July 304 1941

Dr WlI t Bell
Prstidt, 4oo r A & No College

Alsonas ZfltastppL

Der Dr Bolls

Mles tsee4les of Akron, Ohuo, desre a1 appoineszt a a
teacher tU your tustitution and requests that I interest you
in her behlfe, I hav knows se Ies since her hih hotol
yeara and she Is one of the few Ak girls wo is sealeu in
the performaseof assigned takes, Slh has a vry high Aoi
tsndard and I tol she would be a fline influence m eOst nt

anywhere, iss 100* Is a personal trIed of q wit and we
are all deeply a4orested4 iL seeing that ths o pror4y placdo

orQ connirty is samh that wry ow qualied an4 propre4 girls
are able to locate positions that are camparable to their traim
tIgn ceasquently, we are aompeyld to neoutn sutable locations
for thm elsmen, I am onalosing a brief statement of 'he
aolege Meitary and swployment ezerina, Any cozsideration
shown Miss Z4GS will be deeply appreoiai*4

I hav-e Just subitted to the Secretary's Offioe for approval
the official proceedings of our recent Conforeneo The steno
graphic notes and approval of the Recomendtions mnd Findive
have been dragging in slowly, This soooate largely for the
delty in distributing this volume howenr, I hope to have it
s the mat before the apinrtion of the months

I have just coupletod a oedea*d report for the years 1939
an4 1940 of our telt bmac tea4itutesw owned and operate

by Ses, The the4mLpe item of thtr LxanstAl secnments
show & gradual ierease owe the year of 19$90 This report
4aso has een utttL to the *ontary' e Office for approval.

In Atte" we v n ad the ae sof more than on
hundred Iswuase showing an appreciable 4vaa over
the year 1939 in the total insurance ta tore, total Io,
and ssiw I hoe eto coplete this vlum by t timae t*
SUtggss League QorntiC mets in KUPhism howwvr. ts $U
a flupadoas tas and we baveoUnis the proea of OQ*t g

and ompflng tme. absAtatics sines February
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%e"44 Ste to sest from yes the tota luaerase fto forcea o f

I boe to se- yes In wepgUa oat disease somw of b wettWfthe
of my *OWag

vory ssne2e yeosre

Arisr tae AttAte
est We o putant O e



kAen4. & fA. Alg

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL LORMAN, MISS.

PRESIDENT rch9 1i FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Replying to your letter of the 27th,
President Bell is out of the office; however, I
am sure it will be all right for you to list his-
name as a speaker on your program. Of course, I
am certain he would want you to assign him a specific
subject to speak on ir keeping vith the theme of your
meeting. Or you could let him know what the theme
is and allo'I him to select his own subject. In
either case you may list his name on your program
as a speaker, and plea se do us the courtesy of
some detailed information regarding this conference
at the earliest possible date.

Sincerely yours,

A. I. .Araham,
Secrea ry



27, 8 1941 .

M.A.A ah
Snretary to the prnident

Ales A, & Coes.
Atosm, sase

Dea Mr. AbrbhM

this will shUes.te reet$ *t yor 2.ther with ntnrme
t te* 11eng .mpseenof PweheMa Ba11 At * oleo

of enh Maden the ve ntav will be threewag
4o t op*tl hfr disetee heo will w a e
tisean n party mesatta waea

z od us Prniden# Nt, ta a a aspekr w1that
my ssise mbdget a the sam baeis a. the ot r speaken,

tlaw r V. 7, oak te1 not reent ttu- et
spnewsa to the o rn Praattag Ot by Apri Set*

Ve tstetor.yaso

ainer fvrta asaetev

Us . epabentof Comm"e
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ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL
PRESIDENT March 21, 194.1

LORMAN, MISS.
FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

President Bell is out of the office, but ,
has requested me to write you and ask that you please
disregard that part of his letter of the 13th of
March in which he stated he would send you a specific
subject under the general caption, "Business.Edu-
cation and the Negro" as soon as he figured out the
best approach to make to what he would say. He will
leave it to you to name the topic which you would
have him discuss.

He prefers to serve on a panel rather
than be put down for an address on what the schools
may or may not be doing in their training program.
If you are interested in such an analysis of the
present programs of the schools with respect to
their training courses for business, Dr. V. V. Oak,
Wilberforce University, has given it more careful
consideration than anybody else President Bell
knows.

Sincerely yours,

A. A. Abraham, L
Secretary to President Bell.



(ictrrn . & 4 t (silege
ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL LORMANMISS.
PRESIDENT Ivarch 13 1941 FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emrmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Corrmerce

ashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Your letter of the 11th is acknowledged,
and I share the joy and encouragement which you must
feel in getting the departmental approval of the plan
which you discussed in Detroit last August.

Your invitation to appear on the program is
indeed flattering, and no doubt could be done much
better by one with a larger contribution to make; how-
ever, I am amenable to your wishes and accept with a
great deal of pleasure.

I am sure you will want a specific subject
under the general caption, "Business Education and the
Negro," and as soon as I cmn figure out the best ap-
proach to make to what I may say I shall send it to
you. In the meantime, if there is any limit on the
date which it may be submitted, please let me know.

I am enclosing a.picture as requested and
shall await further information regarding the confer-
ence.

With cordial good wishes,

Very truly y rs

im. . tell,
resident.

Enc.



Marh 1 1961

Dr. Wilitan R, Bell, Presiode
The Mon A. & ) College

Aoora Misstsstppi

Dear Dr. fllS

Purlg the past 7wOr eacateMons ro addnrnd t you with
vteen* to 4he AWt4o of a Nateoa No gro Bwtaon om

atbee sat Cat.ase to attesO a Mor *quate tinhep'ae
MeA e opeatment at camereeof ,egrees engaged tin bUtaass

peo y, the eatew*anssad aM ore appr evt by te
Secretary of Omw san a prolatnAxry ert
has be proparEd sat ubatted to the Departmat'a Proe

Upea for nntlesbe ie.ane

*tters on tile tndgtate that you approwd of this pogras
vad I a pleased o a a hseo he

1 bases wl be helt rrda and Satiurday, AprI 18h1 and
19th lan we sparteof smreAt* e, aa-a

A mhsqte Xewwe ontatning the sessions, speakers and
photopaghwill be distWbd sorx toorder to OpAe
our o s ea with the reqpa of azopapers for
a 1sa4 at parto ina t M oeaeasO, in rnpsttly

Wgl Qat ye seat yer phoopaph adw aditeus as to yo
* ae a par wry earlist .pporbanty

The Qep e of ame wiUn mt be ale to atray the
Ora0000""0dta sase of eatbeW eborov,

sad a a tende or ngittatitfee will be oharget.

Wespent year o*tiv parttotpaeon in the Oantownso asous
stains, and a*at your repWf,

Vory tray yorsw,

mor Martin Lnaster
Mlviser on Negro Affairs

dUUS.L.pp4rtmemb of Comoroe



Baruh 11, 1941

Dr. Wili UUE. Bell, Prei dent
Alcorn A. C-nld M. College

Doer Dr. Boll:

The Department of Co mmerco recently approved the confer-
ence and committ e on the Negro siB mess tich I dis
cussed at the noondty lunxchen of the Booker T. Yashington
Trade Association .last August. April 18th a"nd 19th has
been set acide as the d4 tea jo tb conference which will
be hold in the Depatrtmcnt auditoriu. A p3rolim2inary re-
lease announcing the conference has been issued to all
Interested organizations end inlividuals by the Press
Bureau of the Deartment.

One of the sessions tiLl be entitled "Pusiness Education
and the Negro". Because of your pioneer efforts in that
direction, I wouldd like for yo to iddres ac conf'rence
or. that general subject from t V01 v at of the educator.
Possibly another seeker will isoce the businessman'
attitude on that szoe subject,

A second rel _se with morn detil ;s to the eArs and
sosions ill be i ssue:d by thie offi contains the
photographs of all members of the Lusinted Qcmmitte. I
would like to have your picturee accompanying the accoptince
of this invitation at your erliest opportunity.

Very truly your_,

#1rm er Ma rtin Lancuat or
Advior on Negro 4fairs

U. 2. Depart mnt of Commerce

EML: dmb

...........



Mrarit . & A4. eQh1r'5
ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

WM.H.BEL ~tb~ ~LORMAN.' MIS S.
BELL October 2, 1940 FOR PASSENGERS. FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It was a happy privilege to form your
acquaintance in Detroit and I assure you the as-
sociation was a pleasure and inspirational.

I am grateful for the invitation
which you extend to serve on a proposed National
Negro Business Advisory Council in the Department
of Commerce, and although I am not sure that I
have any contribution to make I am pleased to
accept and await your further instructions.

With cordial good wishes, I am

Very truly yo ,

WmI. . Bell,
P esident.



October 21, 1940

Dr, Wi"l a S. 8t1
President th Alorn A, and M. coCe P
Absor* Msntppt
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September 27, 1940

Dr* William Ho Bell, President
A1corn A. & M4 College
Aloorn, Mississippi

Dear Dr. Belli

During the confernooe in Detroit of the National Negre
Business League, I addressed the noonday luncheon of
the Booker T. Washington Trade Assooiation, on a pro*
posed Natioral Negro Business Advisory Counoil in the
Department of Commeree. It is my impression that you
*ere present on that occasion and heard this proposal
explained in detail. The purpose of this ln~uiry is
to ascertain if you will serve as a memb6,' of this
Advisory Council.

Details pertaining to the program and date of the con
forence will b outlined later in the form of a Departw
meant release.

I &wait your reply.

Respotfully yours,

uaer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Comoroe*

MLWDME



October 2, 1942

Mr. J. B. Blayton
Carnegie Professor of Business Administration
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mr. Blayton:

I am in the process of compiling a list of Negro
Certified Public Accountants throughout the Country, and I
believe you are in a position to help me. I would like first
of all for you to send me a list of all Negro C.P.A'8. of
whom you have knowledge. In addition please advise me the
name of the institution which conferred the degree upon you,
whether or not you took a state examination and the length
of time it took you to prepare for this degree.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

EML tdmj



MMh 25, 1941

C, P. 4, Oante Pane
of &ates0 dmI
Ateata Uatnsity
AtlantS, GegSa
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ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
ATLANTA.GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT oF ECONOMICS AND

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

March 21,1941

Mr. Elmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U.S.Department of Comerce
'Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It is my plan to attend the conference
called by the United States Department of
Commerce in Washington, D.C. on April 18th and
19th, 1941.

I am enclosing a mat reproduced from
a photograph of myself for whatever purposes
you may wish to make of it. In nevrs releases,
and other billings, I prefer to be listed
as the.Carnegie professor of business ad-
ministration in Atlanta University. I, of
course have no objection to references to my
other connections, if to do so serves your
purpose.

Mr. A.A.Reid, accountant for Atlanta
University has agreed to accompany me. I shall
also prevail upon President Milton of Citizens
Trust Company-to attend this conference.

Yours s' c~

J.B 1aron, C. P.



FJ - t , JIBbI I k -8!

AUDITORS ACTUARI ES

SOUTHERN OFFICES

212 AUBURN AVENUE. N. E.

August 16,1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
j'.S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of August 15th. I shall
be glad to serve on the National Negro Business Advisory
Council which is proposed.

Yours sincerely

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE BEFORE U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND U.S. BOARD OF TAX APPEALS

AUDITS

SYSTEMS

INVESTIGATIONS

WALNUT 6808

VALUATIONS

TAX SERVICE



August 16, 1940

Professor Jo B #Blayton
Gertified Publie Aocouutant
212 Auburn Avenue, N E.
Atlanta, Georgia

Doar Professor Blaytons

Recently a letter was addressed to you oontaining pro-
posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Council to which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this communloation is to asoertain if you
will serve as a member thereof.

Detaile pertaining to the program and date of the con-
ference will be outlined later in the form, of a Depart-
ment releae.so

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

Ammer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Comerce

EMODM



June 24, 1940

Mr. J. B Blayton
Certified Publio Aoeountant
212 Auburn Ave4. NJ.
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mr lBlaytons

Your recent letter is hereby acknowledged and while I
did not have the opportunity of meeting you yesterday,
I was impressed with your presentation.

Your list of prospective members for the Advisory Com-*
mittee will receive very careful consideration when the
selection is made*

Respeotfully yours,

Ramer Martin Lanoaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
T4 S. Department of Gomeroee

MLDME



AUD ITORS ACTUARIES AUDITS
SYSTEMS

SOUTHERN OFFICES
INVESTIGATIONS

212 AUBURN AVENUE.N. E.

June 18, 1940

Mr. E.M. Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I believe,that you have an excellent idea. When I spoke at Howard
University in the spring of 1938, I pointed out the wisdom of spch
a committee.

In addition to the names suggested below, perhaps Mr. Holsey, secre-
tary of the National Negro Business League, Tuskegee Institute, Ala.
could supply a useful list.

By all means this list should include men like Professor Lewis and
his associates at Howard University, Professor L. D. Milton of Atlan-
ta University who is also President of the Citizens Trust Company;
Professor C. L. Reynolds, Dillard University, New Orleans, La.; Pro-
fessor We 0. Bryso., Morgan College, Baltimore, Md.; W. H. Maynard,
cashier of the Tuskegee Institute Savings Bank, Tuskegee Institute,
Ala.; Professor George Singletop, Ettreck, Va.; Mr. Frank Adair,
Arkansas State College for Negroes, Pine Bulff Ark.; C. C. Spaulding,
President of the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co., Durham, N.
C.; Dr J. E, Walker, President of the National Negro Business League,
Memphis, Tenn.; Dr A. M. Townsend, Sunday School Publishing Board,
Nashville Tenn.; John R. Pinkett, President of J. R. Pinkett Inc.,
Washington D. C.; E. C. Irwin, Business manager, Paine College, Augusta,
Ga.; and such persons.

Sincerely,

B.,B Blayton

JBB/db

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE BEFORE U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND U. S. BOARD OF TAX APPEALS

VALUATIONS

TAX SERVICE



1FRATERNAL INSURANCE SOCIETIES IN GEORGIA

Acme Life Assurance Society, Atlanta

Coastal Life Assurance Society, Baxley

First National Life Assurance Society, Atlanta

Independent Fraternal Union, Albany

International Life Assurance Society, Atlanta

Laurens Go. Benevolent Association, Dublin

Sons and Daughters of Peace, Davisboro

Stone Mountain Life Assurqnoe Society, Atlanta

Whitfield Life Insurance Association, Dalton

To:

Mr. Jesse B. Blayton, Sr.
Carnegie Professor of
Business Administration
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia.

September 27, 1941



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

September 27, 1941

Mr. Jesse B. Blayton, Sr.
Carnegie Professor of Business Administration
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia.

Dear Mr. Blayton:

This office is conducting an exhaustive survey of
Negro financial institutions in an effort to determine their
growth and expansion. Since we have experienced difficulty
as to the racial designations of these companies, it necessary
that we seek that information from other authoritative sources.

Attached to this letter is a list of fraterna. ins-
urance companies operating within the state of Georgia. I
would like to have you identify those that are owned exclusive-
ly by Negroes.

I shall appreciate your interest in this request, and
I await your usual prompt response.

y yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

. .........................



Auget 8 o1941
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peediags

1 0aU bew pleaS to mootn yor tmpmson of the
Osteroae *4 anw sabsttW ottoiSte you wish to

off*Ps

Very *tLly 7y Ws

theer startalamaste
After on begr Afftairs
t as a tt of oGenroe



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Junly 24, 1941

Professor Jo B fBlabo
Carnogie Professor of
BusinessAdIitratten
Atlanta Uaierotty
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Proafser Bloet

At your requet I hav emad* ea additions to your draft
of the eolismntions andfMdinge reently aaumttet
to ns The proposals contained therein were mot ap*
propriate and ably eonoeived,

I have not as yet received letters of approval from
other members Of the Comittee,

I am submitti to tihe SorCar OffiOe8 at the sw
praticm of *is weko a draft of the Offtoial Preoee4w
taGe of our rent Ooenee 8*cntatina spoe*s,4dis
ouston sad or ffindwiso I hope that these will be
approwd shettly, Thereafter, they wifl be sent to
a 0Onfnuos *l0ptesad other Iwterested pmneons.

I preume that yen will attend the Memphis oan se
and dismiss with me sae of the proposals oonbtied in
this Co:m1ttee"report*

Very sinerenlY yeara

S Martin Loaaster
Itast Adviser on 1egro Attaten

F~tdad 0, 3. bparta of CSoe



eh 12, 194

Mr0 Jo. Blaytoa
212 Aubw AreaW*F 4O
Atlanba, Georgia

Doar Mr, Blayboas

DaTia I the p* year seaa eationsre addressed to yen with
rateneas to the fonrMtion of a Wattonal bero Buunss %e.
aIttee and Cotnce to affoot a more adequate rtatta
Ito the aDparmt of Comm atof Negroe naM An buse*ss*
R ntly* the sutroe and 'amLttee wr approed by the
$nreiry o Crwo , a24 a preiadlary moektoMet

has We popasnd eat salatttd to the Depart tes Pre

Letes on tile saos+e that ye apPoed of this porPs
ada e pea 4 ne that this eantew'on o t Negro
o wstnst tfl b hel priay and 4ea& April lea s

lth As the DepN~at ot SOuseve tAuitoti%* WubI.ste

A sbesqusat "30*40* akAtatesWe agat sspekers ea

hInaps wAU te disvtr sho la Iwder to oplete
ea poesad4 Wa t t te fsueets ot nepapn top

a ortotoperwo taai 0g *h *owase, nw rospeott42t
%rg tht yea sead yoar lbaogb and advise U as to yoa

ttandes at yomr Wery earIlst #pporaity,

The D of Cnmere will set be abe to 4ea the
tw eor on dt apss at e tte mmbera
oad sattenanceorWiOAsWVAte No ildl be sharget,

e ezpot your ative part4patea An the conferease dissua
stone and I wait your repte

Very truly yeur$*

Adviser ca Negro Afnairs
48. Depar of Canwrne

REML WAq



October 23, 1940

Xr. 40 BOS Rayto
US AMweA Vn*,. NoNo
AtMsaiGorg-

Dest Mr. 3)*$ect

The .aerw of the pnpend NLott4 Ret P
IWtness Avu Qo f, taps the nqwiet

t the tof. Ceen., *hs be post*
pn4entte a ate4r 4ate taiorde tht the
see appebot Mretey Of GOnnrn. the

tty to $#etreorgatsae pleas ear

Tue pro seInasnot bet approved .ad the
.ewnt m will go f0r~srt at a nar dito
aat yer, Pse atn tt ye will oeaftnw
to sn as a ember of the Co etl.

Crasy rtrs

amer Mart*a LjA ot
Advisor in agro Atsffar

U3. Departfnt of ccnere



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY
PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE - PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE.-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE-PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE. M. 0.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICALDIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

GENERAL OFFICES

301EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT. MICHIGAN

January 26, 1942

Mr. Emmer M. Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Room 2061
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Thanks for your letter of January 23.
I shall be glad to cooperate with you and
your Department in regards to its War-Time
program.

Last week I received a letter from Mr.
Holsey, asking that I serve as Chairman of
a State Committee. He said that he had
suggested to you that the Regional Direc-
tors occupy these positions in the various
states.

In your letter, you ask that I serve on
a State Committee and that the Chairman will
comimunite with me. I am the Regional Direc-
tor of this State for the National Negro
Business League, but do not know who you have
assigned to the Chairmanship of your State
Committee. As soon as you straighten me out
on this point, I will give you all my possi-
ble time and energy.

I have read over the enclosure and agree
with you that much can be done for the Defense
Program by Negroes who are engaged in business.

Sincerely yours,

L. C. Blount,
Secretary-Ge-neral Manager.LCB:w



Jamary 24, 194

Ne* Lo o Blevak

Great Lakes Matal ceo,
'0U Hast Warren Arease
Detrot, Mihigan

Dear Mr. Blouat;

Mr. J * H. Jonesm Seeretary of Camema has advised all agno s
wift he Depadeeusi* to revise- teir peaotaem presras to *eet the

eea of the present war conlict. Aecordingly, the Divlssm
etNep Attaina has pIace its prnmar proga with the eniot

plaa of aston whiok has been approwd ir the Offic, of the Seretary.

YeA ban received a letter frt Mr, Alben L, Hlaes .pleatig
the tature of our recent sonferae wherein it was agreed that the
Regamsi Vice Pesideas of the league shall serve as tabe Chaizms.

X respotfulyi esrrha you accept the Cbaiznnmahtp ot yma Stat. Plafr
alag Coeitte. -ad eastea that you notify the anber of the iebacal

Coap ac the sur in Buetines at delegates to the wshteste team
feee wen I der to IeAlud. as mtenr of your

does aSc Pro*3n& you fom sget4ing other perons of yoar eheie aw
age 7e s e wwe' 1"" be0 to the teakaigne sat ofa at emautig this

plea lot Partheaore yes sa at liberty to andw alter, or
*pty *t aad yur writstmi of this endeavor Is invited.

To seonad Acni commo on the ro an Is ues, *lab the
^" e Fmo not yet fnally appr11' is terhatvea

saeAd hr April lnt4lt, as4, AU tate aia M be uged
to attend *t soreaee at present t prea a report of their rew
spetiwe Sate sett$vits. These reports will be teWd in the otm

.ti" .n10s reof the Departmat of Camereantd dstrihuted
widely aN g gomramnt specialis, libraes,

and other tested persons

Please advise asetaundiately if you will aooept this estgmet

Very sincerely yours,

lbnrMartin Leaseaster
Adviser on Ifegro Affairs
U. 8. Deparbeent of Camerse

ENLudag



Mr O C. Bloub
SooretaryoGneral ange
Great Lae k*atual Inmuranm Co.
301 tast Warns Arem
Detroit, Michigan

Dear Mr. o1swabi

Mr. J4an o ,Jones Seoretary of Consroes has advised all agents
A to revise their peantiae progrn to meet the

*nergenotes of the parent war oonflcst Asor ingly th eDivisA
of Ups Affairs has played t preoanr proper with the aelod
pla of ottos.

the Vietory progress of the 3400 eaber orgUa ttns of the late
states Chamber ot am., was of tadh agaatude that the Prestdnt

expo sed his gnttuda, pubitoly, Z a sovne4 that egreOe t
U*sas dpstrs that teir patrieia shall not be surpassedy an

cbhr Mbetes orgwattdon ead otir tradttonl lognity to te overaw
mat nmai% tAViolate.

Z rnpnttully urge that you sem on eth plamtng ommitee of
yourO stat*W you a SUet that operation niteale to yorw talnts,
Your state hakanna ll ampeatste with yo a the teehaique astg*

neb and pzoce*dn be't adapted to your eeaulty.

YOU are advi44 to seOatb vWithtis offite freuently and
your oritto0es of the adoner are tavited, In order that our "st
war release, staitg the aetios of our cmmittees, might reee
proper ttua dad adequaW pubiaity, please arply imldiately to this

Very stworely yours

ftanorthin laatr
Advisor on Negro Affair
7, 8* Deparbent of Cooees

I -



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

oo tWH MF1,01941

Mr. Co L. Blount
301 last Warren Avenue
Detroit. Mtpgigan

Dear Mr. Blount:

Yoar letter containing its pledge of operation
with our program is a source of encouragement to me in My
work. I usually pride myself on being able to select persons
whose oapaity for performance is unusual. In your case I
am fully convinced that my choice has been most fortunate*

In a few days I shall send you an outline of the
sub,-committees which we disoassed at the Memphis conference.

Very sincerely yours,

mner Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Demortmuent of Commerce



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
CHAS. H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE -PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE.PRESIDENT OctOber 17, 1941

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE-PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE. M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE -PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARYMt L -l

JULIAN HOLDER Adviser on Negro Affairs
ASSISTANT TREASURER U. S. Department of Coerce

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY Washington, D. C.
R- LOUISE HENDERSONCHIEF ACCOUNTANT Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I enjoyed reading over the report of
our conference held in *lasington under the
auspices of your office, but failed to say
"Thank you." I am extremely grateful for
it and will keep it in a sacred place always.

I am in full accord w ith the matter
that you spoke to me about .hen we were in
Memphis.

I saw Mrs. Postles Vednesday and told
her I had expected her to come in and talk
with me. She promised to do so.

It will give me a deal of pleasure to
do whatever I can for your office and your
program.

Very sincerely yours,

Secr etary-General Manager

LCB: wL



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 11 1941

Ifre 1.e t0,8sa

ab.S Z.* Mateuraee Co*
Dstttrr Avna

tSthe rNt NogiNat..

Otenwa haeto Laashtpgsts, 4 . hOw M ee prabo
to the Cqlto Dp~attag Seetta for prepraa at
tfl be wan4 for ptlattw nst wek. 1h hf a bln

eges4te that a atastes b smt tO eac asr
t theSta the Negro n BtsilnAeh

attede the o.aNne tw ih rewae to hb
4e thete TWese rep1 wtU be toeneas a

teseoway with the atditbabion ofthe edNt

X Mal bth ploet to nrYe A1W Impressict of the
otooas ad oa aotette orttots yon wish to

very tray yor%

Advise NrpfAtoar
sumtdag s8. Department of Core



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
CHAS. H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY DETROIT, MICHIGAN

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE- PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT April 7,1941

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE -PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. 0.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICALDIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL Adviser on Negro Affairs
ASSISTANT SECRETARY U..epartment of Commerce

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER VW.ashington, D. C.

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR Dear Mr. Lancaster:

WILLIAM OSBY

R- LOUISE HENDERSON

CHIEE ACCOUNTANT Thank you for your letter of April 4.
As busy as I am with my daily work and other
Detroit activities, I am constantly trying to
say "no" to persons who ask me to speak on dif-
ferent occasions.

The honor you have given me to speak at
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church on April 18 is quite
a coincident and I shall be happy to do it. My
mother and father, as well as myself, when I
lived in Washington, were members of this church.
My connection with this church is definitely
responsible for my being in the insurance busi-
ness, so you can see why I would cherish this
idea.

A public meeting of this type can be very
profitable to the cause and the church should be
packed. In this connection, I am suggesting that
you get out 10,000 handcards about 4 x 6 inches
announcing this public meeting. In order to get
them distributed, I am suggesting that you get in
touch with Mr. G. Normen Branch) Secretary of the
Federal Life Insurance Company; Mr. George Brice,
Manager of the Southern Aid; Mir. Cherles H. Fear-
ing, Sr., Manager of the North Carolina MItual Life
Insurance Company; Mr. A. L. Lindsay, Manager of
the Supreme Life Insurance Company, and also the
Manager of the Victory Life -nsurence Company,whose
name I do not recall et this time, and ask these
gentlemen to have their agents help you distribute
the cards.

----------------
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Mr. Ehmer M. Lancaster, con't Apr. '7, 1941

I shall write each one of these managers
and ask them to cooperate with you in this effort.
I am Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
National Negro Insurance Association and am posi-
tive they will be glad to help you if I ask them.

I am eager that the whole conference be a
whale of a success and am willing to do all I can
to help you.

Sincerely yours,

L. C. Bloun
Secretary-General Manager

LCB:ww



4pr$4 4, 19041

Ths Great takes iMAV lasureaose de
$01 Bast an SeA$
l6oth, 4tohigaa

Dear MUros1sa

Acoordlig to our Prtmw letter I request that yea Aln h
Sasoday *wabietthesa ese bIast

Honver, I tool that you should b sseisned to a more tspo
jak, Oam pubtie ass sete will be Wld ?rday night,

184 at t Caal aatist Churoh, 3rd ant I 8tets, N, Way
wtg be sese*4 b V- W oertay of GMer, ate 1t s

Cit e nagoraddese .t weleP os Nery W 
ofthoSupe as eatC n%*mnewhwenastpreena
ager addras a the proa by Wegsn 1nsa*ens. t was 1Uk4

oA' this pftae ea noaAt to 4#tnr a agSt
naal ebjnt of the Wern to InB es and tno

ten busnesase hrNeow rsn. 1" i. rott toopete. In Mdttt
yu cenU too4 d $AthisO 44k eone of the matsrtal that

alreaty prepe on besinees edunattme

ReV* dtabelwil asaist me in towuriagzoead for this ete
=ad znsio wilt be father by t1e W ,4s mmity 0ose $a
nieth e Cne Onfart Oboe, 2$ by xya psA
S10tLten by keth 8sta% ed Tthwo1thirtty
be afloned for ?ouar tdnres, mad t d44n that a *Atg
script be stted n i or4r that ea tseph from tt atbb b
UtM$t An prS$e neport of th.e wmttenese Zwppe' se

wak reo4e a rt ad a pwtl s of espe*ra Yo e
assned atosp*ak on b a dusse etitw but besequea re
will 11s4 yournew M- aet

PeaSe rtse a Amattely It this aranems et i sati*b tory
to you.

Very sinerely rowe.s

angr arbXn.Lanster
Adviser on4NAgro



All-

The Great Lakes Mutual

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY
PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE-PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE - PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Insurance Company
GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

ivarch 27, 1941

Mr. Emmer viartin LancAster
rAdviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of C-ommerce
Washirnton, L. C.

Dear Mr-. Lancaster:

In reply to your letter of Msrch 25,

I accept your invitation to address the Setur-

day morning session of the Conference on Negro

Business on the subject "business Educetion

and the Negro". I understand thirty minutes

ill be allotted for mniy tlk.

Very sincerely yours,

L. C. blount
Secretairy-Genersl Manager



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY
*PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE- PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE -PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT I. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

March 29, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am enclosing may photograph and

some material from vbLich you may select

something to be used in your publicity

of the Conference on Negro Business

be held in Washington April 18 and 19.

I hope ,my delay has not incon-

venienced you too much.

Very sincerely yours,

0.ou
Sc r 8tar y- Genc ral Lana ger

Enc1s.

to

-111 IN



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

CHAS. H. MAHONEY DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE- PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT March P4, 1941

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE -PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICALDIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOLMr
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER Adviser on Negro affairs
ASSISTANT TREASURER U. S. Department of Commerce

HENRY W. HOLCOMB1
INSPECTOR A i-a'sh i t , D. C.

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON Dear Mr. Lancaster:
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Thank you for your letter of March 12
giving dates and place of the Conference on
Negro Business, which was recently approved
by the Secretary of Commerce.

I expect to be present at the Confer-
ence and you may count on my active partici-
pation in the discussions. Within the next
day or so, I shall forward. you a photograph
to be used in your publicity. I believe such
a conference will prove invaluable to Negro
businessmen and will go a long way toward stimu-
leting widespread interest among them.

I am looking forward with anticipation
to the Conference and shall be glad to do what-
ever I can to make it a huge success.

With sincere good wishes, I am

Very truly yours,

C

,L-. C. Blou
Secretary- general Manager

WWA



taoh a, *141

Zwaao Co#

The 9atew4 anAts sftlon of e lcntenres o* NeO
%*eos wU bt dmtd to a 4aeeSto* 0 B4thnUe

adaantia f4 th Npes Ia pneie# sOm adene 7e
has 4dsnsq .arus phes of StV enbst qt

totbtr. I destrn that you adns the snnt eft
tiat rene4 tphey tot 'wbtoh a peo tedo th±*yalme
wtA boeatietfo your speb

lt artr that Z al'4*att to the Guoverana PrttmA
Otte a tw feprpe of spakes sa ds.ones by Apest

1e%*4wu 1 .towe""t"ev"W0*or
snt he eeateeatrope

Very asUorely youre,

, 8 on NopeAtats
Us**sptako mre

Mrs he 0.0Blongt

& mako wal



varnh 12, 1941

Idre ze o. netoh
The Great Lakes fttUa aTsurenCe low
301 East Warrea Av*
Detroita Michtc*

Dear Mr. Blood

Dartag the paste r casunatiom were addressed to yes with
reforeame to the formation of a Natinal begro Bs tAeas am
aittee and Oonterante to affot a more adeqate integra'aa
Into ths DepartoUatat oComro$ of Negroes engagM in business*
Rneebly, ethe se roese ane oorewere approve by the
Seretary et Co er**e and a pro nry thereof
has been prepare eat vs itte to te De a tsrab Press
Beean for tmdiat. neins

Lettrs a tl atteate that yes apprond of this progras
Ma as eOt be an-es0ee0that this eastoreone a the NeNo

I fthlwss wil h be ed Friday and SftErda sApril Wt and
%9I *the VDs amet of Co ret M"Auditorwn ashtas.

14 C*

A subequt roeese ootating the session espeakrs and
phs wil be distributed +hrtle I* order to oaspete

eMW Program 0Ad soughy wttbthe rge -sofnewspaprs to
a list cf persas attattag the e0terfrm W ftlroxa -W ly

rg that e set your phtgtant and ada us as to yn
sadan" sat yowr try eartleat

te at s~*O menwill not be able to defwy the
tr4 a imdtian expenses eof t e bra,
Sat* attendane or regstratitafew wilt be charged.

WO eOxpot your sette psrtaIgiatta 1. the confereease twemsa
siot, and i swte yer rep);.

Very taIay eor*

Manor MArstsLasaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

Was44 V,8, flopartmemb of Comma



The Great Lakes Mutual
Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY
PRESIDENT-GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE - PRESIDENT-TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE-PRESIDENT-SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICALDIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
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INSPECTOR
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R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

February 20, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro affairs
U. S. Department of'Commerce
Office of the Secretary
VWashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I was quite pleased to get
your letter of February 17 and to know
that the conference will be held in the
Department of Commerce in April.

service I
You may count on me for any

am able to render.

Best wishes to you.

Very since ly yours,

L.eC.Bloune
Secretary-General Manager

WW



February 17, 1941

Mr. L. C. Bloutit
Secretary-Geerial Mianaer
The Great Lakea Mutual
Insurance Company
301 East Warren Avenue
Detroit, Michigan

Diear Mr. Blount:

I have the pleasant task of informing you that on
February 14th the Lecretary of the Dep rtment of
Commerce approved the conference hich I discussed
at the Trade Asociation Conference last August.

The conference will be held in the Departmoent of
Commerce on Fri.-y a&I Saturday, April 18th and 19th.
A bulletin I being prepared for general relese an-
nouncing the conference and preliminary plans. There-
after at frequent intervals release will1 be issued
containing detailed information as to the speakers nd
topics.,

I appreciate your interest in this progeamY 4nd I shall
be pleased to have your active cooperation in the caon-
ferenceo discussion.

Respectively yours,

Emmer Martin Luncaster
Advisor on Negro Affi7s

U. S. Department of Commerco
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October 29, 1940

Mr. hmer Martin Lancaster
Advisr on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have your letter of October 23 with

reference to the postponement of the pro-

posed National Negro Business Advisory Council

meeting.

In reply to your in(quiry, I shall be

pleased to continue to serve as a member of the

Council. Also, there are some suggestions I

should like to make to the Council and to you.

Very sincerely yours,

. C. Blount
Secretary-General Manager

WW



October 230 1940

Mwr* he 00 Blow*b
the eat Lakes WItal x asuraem Ompa

S0 East Warren Annn
DetrIt, hehies

Dear Mr, 4tats

Tle om'a s of the proposed XtionlI Noge
Btns# AdvisorV 0CfOme up* the quest

of the tart OfCornree, has been peat
Pened wa a laor date In order tat the

nesy apptaW Senrery of OomrnS thi
WNRY defee 1 Jonsany hav adequt omW

tw44y toaOOet neonrttti pleas a
ader sanidmnktoz,

ThM progt has sot boon dippre4 *ad the
eoteren*s will so torwrd at a* oary date

next yentP leas. 0istie t you will oattae
to sr** as a smbr ot to omst

OordtSfly years,

meIr Katin noAter
Adviser on Nevo Attairs
.1 SSpartment of Camero
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August 14, 1940

r. Emmer Martin Lancaster
adviser on Negro Affairs
. S. Department of Commerce
ashington, D. C.

ear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for accepting our

invitation to address the luncheon of

the National Negro Business League on

August 28. We are looking forward to

your coming with a great deal of plea-

sure.

Cordially yours,

L. C. Blo nt
Vice-President-Secretary

LCB:ww



August 8, 1940

Mr. Lo C. Blount
Oeoretary Great Lake Mutual Insurance Co.
301 E SWarren Arene
Detroitw Michigan

Dear MUri Blouaks

This will tokhowledge receipt of your recent letter and
Invitation to address the lueaheon of the National Negro
Business League on August 28th which I accept. I shall
discuss the proposals set forth in my recent letter
pertaining to the National Negro Advisory Oouncl, You

, ave my best dishes for a suoeessful conference.

Respeatfully yours#

Bamer )rtin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U* S* Department of Goimeroe.

SMDM
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INSPECTOR Washington, D. C.

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON Dear Mr. Lancaster:
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

I am glad to note in your latest letter
that you have definitely decided to come to Detroit
at the time of the meeting of the National Negro
Business League.

On Wednesday, August 28, at 2:00 o'clock
in the afternoon, we will hold our luncheon meeting
which we expect to be attended by more than 300 per-
sons engaged in business. We are asking that you
be our principal speaker. The time allotted will be
twenty minutes. Please let us have your word of ac-
ceptance.

Thanks for the opportunity to attend the
conference of business men to be held in Washington.

Sincerely yours,

.. lount
Vice-President-Secretary

LCB:ww



July 30, 1940

Mr. L. c. Blount
Secretary-Gueral Manager
The Great Lakes Matual Insurance Co.
Detroit, ichigan

Dear Mr. Blounts

Upon my return to the city, >nzr recent letter was presented
to me, and I am much gratified by y ..,ur cooperative tone and
the helpful suggestionse contained therein.

It is the desire of most busineasmen whoa I have contacted that
this conference be called during the month of October, preferably
the first Firday and Satarday of that month to satisfy eost of
the -College Deans who during the ammer months are conducting
Glasses or pursuing graduate studies. This Washington humidity
which laats until aid-September is not inviting, consequently,
an early October date is moot preferred.

I ball attend t*Aietroit conference at al events, but I
prefer that you write the Secretary of Commerce requesting my
presence there.

It was my original intention to include you as a member of the
Council and I am pleased that you have accepted.

Respectfully yours,

Eaer Martin Lancas
Advisor on Negro 1,
U. S. Department erce.
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July 16, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser of Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

I have just returned to my desk and find
yours of July 9, for which I thank you.
Your idea for the Government to help Negroes
in business, is a magnificent one. Perhaps
the latest census just taken will help you
from the statistical end. If it is found to
be inadequate, then your Department might
conduct such surveys in cities where the pop-
ulation of Negroes would warrant it. Then we
need to conduct some sort of intelligence bu-
reau whereby we can change the thinking of
certain Professors of Negro Institutions about
Negroes engaged in business.

I am suggesting these among the first things
to be done, because boys and girls are coming
out of school every year misinformed regarding
their possibilities of engaging in business.
ience, the majority of them go for the profes-
sions.

Following this would come the curricula and
your own idea of placing students in business
establishments. Perhaps the Government can set
up a program whereby it could help Negro stu-
dents taken in by business people on an appren-
ticeship basis; thereby relieving the owner of
the business of the whole cost of training the
type of help he should be able to get other-
wise.

I think our Life Insurance Comoanies are out-



2.
Mr. E. M. Lancaster
July 16, 1940

standing examples of the possibilities of
Negroes.

Concerning the conference which you plan
calling, these persons could be divided in-
to several committees to work on various
phases of businesses owned and controlled
by Negroes. In this connection, the National
Negro Business League will make a worthwhile
contribution to this effort, and I am sure
you will be of great value to the League.

Detroit modestly boasts of having the best
organized group of Negroes engaged in busi-
ness in the country. Perhaps you already
know that the National Negro Business League
meets in Detroit August 28, 29, and 30. It
seems to me that you should be on that pro-
gram, and if you have not already been in-
vited, I should be glad to contact Mr. Holsey
and ask him to have you as a speaker.

I will be happy to serve on the Council that
you plan calling and will help in every way
possible to cooperate with you in getting a
definite program conducted by the Federal
Government in the interest of Negro business
people. I commend you highly for this thought.

Sincerely yours,

L. C. Blount,
Secretary - General Manager.

LCB/w

....... .... .I
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a r h 5 ,1942

Mr. L. 0 33.ovunt
Seeir~strGenetal Manager
The Great Lakes Mutual Insurame Company
01 Bas Warrea Aiew

Detret MithigaSI

Dear Mr. Bounts

AA a war to year tolegrea has been delayed in order that I alght
gw careful easdewbrio be lits reply.

Oar investigati* reveals that part of the Comeree auditoria and
all of the conferas rooms bao been conorted into offietes for the
dtraties of the war. This makes it exeeedlagly difficult for us to obtain
an assembly roe in which to hold our oonferenee. If our sessions are
held in se songoVeneital building or on Howard Campus, we have so
assurase that the faetittles therein will be available for our ae.d

The program An#tittA by the goverwnt for the conservation of
asebotohle tires to a dtrexd to long distane motoring and that
qu ton has been rated by eas of *b te ate delegations. Additional
dlfftealties arise in th fact that it is impossible to predlot with ay
degree of' .aatty the tare trend of governmut activities. It would
be eXsiagiy dtoP t 4 f or %s to prepare for our conference and later
learn that our activities were ourbailed because of unforeseen ereats.

This postponeet is8 of *oure, disappointing tome but it is one
of the many surIt iso*whkh goversaent executives are forced to undergo
in the present wa" effort*

I sheerely hope that this action will not dampen your enthusiasm,
and that you will atry forward our program with your same vigoro

Very sincerely yours,

Ener Martia Lanaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Comerse

EMJtjda



Profensor B. R. Braseal
Department* of Boonomios
Morehouse College
Atlanta, Georgia

Doer Mr. Braseals

Mr. Jesse HO Jones, Secretary of Comeroe, has advised all agenOtes
within the Department to revise their poaotiwe program to meet the

ergeo1es of' the prosetb war aoiWliot, Aooordingly, the Division
at Nogro Afaitre has replaced its prenr program with the enclosed
plan of actionz.

The victory program of the 1,700 member organization of the tited
States Chamber of Cmeree was of such magnitude that the Presidet
ensaetsd his gratitude, publioly. I #a convinced that Negroes in
business desire that their patriotis shall rot bo surpassed by ys
other buswis organtztto* SaM their traMtional loyalty to the Gov*=h*
seb nntn inviolate,

I rnpeattlfly irg that you ser on the planuatgesomuitteo of
your ft.sbe#ad you nay selot that opeton suitable to your talenbs.
Yo~r State 0hairman wit ooMatatee with you on the technique, &ssigsm
mets and proedure boat adapted to your looality.

Ton are advised to cntatee with thio effio frequently and
your orithiews of this endenvor are invited. In order that our next
war release, containing the astton of our *omittes, might receive
proper tztzg sand adequate publitty, please reply bvediately to this

Very staerely yours,

.t r Martin Leaqter
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Dparimnt of Commeroe



November 26, 1941

Professor B# R. Braseal
Department of soonomis and
Business Adtnistration
Morehoue College
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Professor Bhelas

The oanteat Distr$b4tion DiVIsion of O.Pd, has iitiated
* plea to avail to maufaoturers and persons in business,
faoittes for defeae oontaot orders.

O the 10th of Noeaber, three special trains left wash*
iaste for a tour throughest thnecoatry to ater maw
festwres end al buaeaesz as to the tntton of the
Oonnt stribution Division and the posedure to so*
o dot*ensen#rats ad prooeeat ordre Gorn *
most tfrtst from the o.PM, Any, Ny sat Iritte
Omisto will aocompe# these traise sat afise bnawIess*
a*R on deNase teihaitjue,

Uz my jgenxzt this is s opportnty for Negrees sIn bst.
nss to osbe #aquta*e4 with thip dtnene*saVio*e and
the purpo of this eannoation is to intorn youeaat
other prpant werso tI business who deire to tmnpest
then defense nhibits. the date 4d pIee tof these defen
treis, These btein will be o* display easoaber 18th at
Al*nt and Peobetr IM at Mson. The e special tratas
an nt open to the publ** and admieeton theretois tby
"a tested l4 tield oftes otthe Cntamot Distribution
Divisio of the O.?.,, which for your iormeation is o*o
oatet at the Federlt sereB Rank building in Atlanta.

the Washington Offto has been requested to adis. the
various field offios toomilndeolored businessmen in
twe inspeation tour of these train, ad I think it ad.
visible that you contact your field office isadiately,

Please let me know the outcome of your efforts.

Very truly yours,

Ihesr Martin Lasaster
Adviser on Negro Afftairs
US 8. Departswent of Comenre



MOREHOUSE COLLEGE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

March 21, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I wish to thank you for your letter of March
12 which advised me of the fact that the conference of
teachers of business administration and persons who are
actively engaged in business will be held Friday and Sat-
urday, April 18 and 19 in the Department of Commerce Build-
ing in Washington. I have purposely refrained from answer-
ing this letter until this time because I was hoping that
I would be able to eliminate a conflict in my schedule.
Today I learned that this could not be done. I had already
committed myself to attending a very important conference
which is being held at Atlanta University on April 17, 18
and 19. It will be the Twenty-Fifth Atlanta University
Conference on the Economic Conditions and Social Trends of
the American Negro.

I regret that I am not able to attend the con-
ference which is being called by the Department of Commerce,
because I consider it a forward step. Rest assured that I
shall be glad to cooperate in any way that I can, and when-
ever I chance to have some time to spend in Washington, I
shall be happy to come out and talk with you about the con-
ference and other matters which will be of mutual interest
to us.

With every kind wish, I am

Yours sincerely

B. R. Brazeal, Chairan
Department of Economics

BRB:G



1 aroh 12, 194

Professor So R. Brasel
Department of ioneanes
oreose Co11e9e

Atlwfta, Georgia

Dear Proteseor Sfas02s

Dur1e the past year se0vttoations wore addressed to you with
referee to the foration of a National Negro Business C .
attee and Oonerence to afftot a nore adequeintegration
tao the Dpartnex* of Con*roo of' Negroe etage 4to bes eel
Se*tey. the onfereafe and comAittee were appr4 ov W y
Seeetryof Cout "kad ta prelatayeem ma ee

has bel prepared ad bm4titd4 to the Tha a Press
Bavea for lmndiato nelaso*

Letters on file tnioate tat you approved of this program,
sad I am pbafld to tamo that this conferfe on the W6e
ta atess wll be held Fridav and Satuday Aprl 18t and

19thta % seprtue t Commere Antitortes, Washb on
b, 0,4

A suseqtpnt release obtainingg the sessions, speakers an4
photop will be dIrtbhwe shortly In order to eaplet
our progr and ooop vth the qess of nemppers for
6 list ofr persons attenatxs the contereoe, 'n espeaottullY
re0 that pn send yar 8h4to and advise us as to your

tsetn 0Vee at yow vr herest oppotuntp,

The f tumtot Genroq lwt not beabUtodftray the

and as &*dence or ngestration fee will be charged

we eagpnt Year7 1 p4 tpattion in the conferVee disolw
sits, and Z a0" 1our reply*

very traz ret,

Advieer ft Negre Attdra
S~sta) 48o Department of Camerao

low -.7 -7,771 .,,



MOREHOUSE COLLEGE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

November 12, 1940

tr. Emmer Ilartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear 1r. Lancaster:

I shall be glad to continue to serve as a member

of the National Negro Business Advisory Council. I will

await further information concerning the program and ac-

tivities .of this council.

With every kind wish, I am

Yours sincerely

B. R. Brazeal
Dean of Ken

BRB: G

t-



Gotober 28 1940

Protnner Be R, Bnassal

Dear ProfeeSOr Bnsa,

Tb semtenseof' the propsd National Negn
estnems Adisory Coapl, upon the weoeat

oft*Dpa b ofCommeros has ben pea.
poned sa later date order that te
newly applied 8*oretary of teroCwme the

loa*. Jeas JasE M ay ha adeqate Opper.
t yltotV ,A r0 o*rgansatton plans tnt
Iunder 4ndrtto 4 n

This pregbe haspt beennsppove .a4 the
conference will ge frwrd at an .arly date
next year, PReuse advise it yeu wl conta
to erve *o* aebet of the Coetl

Cordially y0w

IDwsr MarbM Lansaster
Adviser oa Negro Affairs
U080 Departmnt of Camnro*



MOREHOUSE COLLEGE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

September 5, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

When your letter of August 15 reached Atlanta I

was away in New York City doing some work on my thesis. This

accounts for r not replying to it before today.

I shall be glad.to serve as a member of the National

Negro Business Advisory Council and shall await further instruc-

tions and information.

With every kind. wish, I am

Yours sincerely

B. R. Brazeal
Department of Economics

BRB:G



August 15A~ 1940

Professor Do R Brateal, Dean
Departmrnt of: aonioiieos and
Business Adizitatiou

Morehouse Ollog#
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear frotossor 8Br.a)"

t~0 .,Oa 1tt~r was addressed to you a4outaining ~pr*
e kf tor the koruation of a Ntionial Negro Business

Avisor uOft'ik to whiob you replied f.rorably, The
puVTO44r ofi8;oomm~uoatkinIs to asoortsiu if you

Vill 1640rve as mbor tbereofv

Dtails pertaimag to th~e prograza and date of the ampi
fern'Oe i4U be outlined later In the forma of a Deprtw
swat veloane,

I &wait 'your roily*

Roseeetftlly yours#

b~r Martin Lancaster
Adser on loIgro Atirso

U. 8.,1Departument of Comorooo

I3M-LDMI



MOREHOUSE COLLEGE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

June 17, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, DC

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have read your letter of June 13 very carefully and
heartily endorse the proposals which you have set forth. I
think it will be a very fine thing for a Negro Business Ad-
visory Council to be formed so that it can cooperate with the
Department of Commerce, Negro schools, and Negro businesses
in the manner which you outlined.

I am of the opinion that it will be well for the
meeting which you mentioned to be held in Octobers inasmuch
as a number of teachers in Negro colleges are at the present
time away on their vacations or pursuing graduate study.

Rest assured that we at Morehouse College will cooper-
ate with you.

With every kind wish, I am

Yours sincerely

R.Braze
Department of Economics

and Business Administration

BRB:G



JunUe 130 1940

Office of Dean
Department of~ Comeron an Fina~nce
Morehouse Collegee
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Sir:

The Depertment of Comeroe is interested in assisting Negro
businegaea with their problems as ey reLate to Governmental
regulations, u ntntl, a-ocept rsaitcldt

upon retail tablishmnats and their income., we ive very
little knowledge of th ir problem *s. Information pertaining
there in my opinion a be., aqired only trough a odim
of contact with the Fedor'l Govornient I have in mind t
formation of a Negro uines Ac sory CnoU or onmittee
similar to the uinr Advisory Cualcl 1 which Meet at the

al ofh to recommend aad &dvise
methods of :::! oin buins b overn.Men0tal assistance.

p oppose thAt this Tegro Council 1h.)l becoi.posed of fifty
orrovni Nogco Qusnema rohout the country
who ar.e rprsut of all type of buiness including
financial and ianufactu rin interests, retail and wholesale
establishment.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Assooiate Professors
116 hylor Fitzhugh and James B, Etobell of the Dertment
of Commerce and Finanoe, Howard baversity, coafrred with aa
with reference to the foregoing. Ot of this onereo s--
\eral proposals were made with reference toward using the Negroadvisoryy office of the Department of' Commerce as a clearing

unse for all Negro businesses throughout th~e country per*
aining to (a) business administration curricula in various
%agro thetitutions, (b) placement of~ abudents in business1

establishments ; this would be determined by maintaining a ls
furnished by the schools of all choice abudents applying for'
Jobs iin various types of bnainessoe and a list of those

businesss desiring expert employees of college exprizee
(o) factual studies to be made available for the benefit of
small Negro businesses, (d) a conference to be called and held



A

in the auditorium of the Department of Commerca an. its usO
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of w2oh
the professors of business adn nistration courses in Negro
institutions will be members.

This office plans to issue a bulletin periodically of the
w'rk of the dpfrtment for wide distribution.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to t1e pro-
posals, esp3oially the compositio- of the committee aid the
date oil the onerene. aw&ait your mediate reply.

2, * Depatment of~ Conf~herce.

:1



Proftesor A* Ii Brows
State A sAd I o00110g
Orangburgt 3, 0.

Dfr Mr. BrowuvV

Mr. J'ese U, Jonee, Seortary ot aomerce, has advised all aniee
wtthia the Departwt to rvise their pacettae progrSMS to Meth00
nmr0g1n0e0 of th present war cootiet. Acordingly, the Divia

of Ngro Atair has replaced its promsar program with the encosd
pian of action .

The victory program ofth 1700 member ormitsatton of the fait"
Sat*** Chmer' of Comor* was of atnch gtud that the Paident
expreasd his gratitude, publio2y. I am couvland that 1ogne* Ia

baes tesIre that their patriots 4eflbannot be surpassed by any
other bzakse.s orgaisatia sad their traditional loyalty to the Govoerb

at remia iaviolate.

I rspettaly large that you serve on the planing omtto of
Ow aate. *atd you a **1st0t that operetta suitable to your talent.

State Chan will sommtoats with you on the teohAiqne, assIga
sats sad po0edure best adapted to your locality.

You an trised to mat wiwth this office fquoNtly and
Yert laS * of taW slIdtLvor are tavited, *U order that out set

war wosem ou1Ain 4t1e attn of a oemittees, might rueie
proper ataig ad adequate publtty, pleas reply tedUiately to thi
*oumnteateos

Very stoerly yours,

nr Mafhns Leaaster
Adviser on Negro Afairs
U. 3S Dopartent of Comwrse

Ri i



STATE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

ORANGEBURG, S. C.

DIVISION OF ARTS AND SCIENCES

March 18, 1941

Jr. Ehmmer martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I a indeed glad that the formation of a national
ilegro Business Comaittee and Conference to affect a
more adequate integration into the Department of Commerce
of Negroes engaged in business vill become a reality.
The need is aoparent.

It will be possible for me to attend the conference
on April 18th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditorium. Miss Ophelia Parks, head of the business ad-
ministration department at this institution, who was away
at the time of your first correspondence with us, will
accompany me.

You may expect our cooperation and )articip'ation.

Very truly y.ours,

A.W. Brown
Aw B:joL



tlaroh 12, 1941

Professor A, W. 8run
State A*sand MU tOlIIge
onangeburg* South Qaolnan

Doar 2 etneso lbemas

During the past year oanwnieations were addressed' to ruwiAt
reference to the tortatioa of a National Negro BIusees

sitsteand CantensO to aftest a mcre adequate tnt grataw
into the epar bof Co meof' Negroes en4  in bnusismga
Resexays, the ooat reaoe and smitten were ap by the
Secretary of f lrt and .a pr4 aay e thernt
has been p pand and snatttet to the e a Prss
Btreaw for teMA4te release.

Letters on file adteate that apprad at this progas
and I an pleased to annon this eOnternce on the Nepw

t UlnAae will be ba4d Piay tnthedayApril1IM ad
IMh i the Departant ofr amroe Audftorln Wa shgtaou

Do 0#

A ubsequent rlnds oenbatatag the sestons, spears ad
photographs will be d&strth4d abortly. In order to oapleto
our program and easply with te requests of newspapers tor
a listaof persons attenditg thoeconferenoe we respeatfully
urge that you sent your pbhtegfph and advis tas as to yew

athadence at your wry earliest opportunIt

the Deartenatet Com ewila tbet1ableto datny the
travnt Ot aOt oaodestoa exposee tof *e ttee eaers,

and as at adaanor regstftiow fee will be charged

We ezpeot yoar atnU partltpation to the conftrese disous-
Ites, and I n^it your repy.

Very truly yours,

A4dviser en Negro Affairs
1flada US Dea tuna of Coner



October 24, 1940

Protesor A. W Bron
State Agrteatur4a and meohanical Colege
Orangebrg, Seth Carolin

Dear Professor Brwns

The oatfenn of the proposed National Nepe
&aeasoo# AiV onfl, a the rqegst

Ot '101W pt tof CGomer, has been pet-
pened a. a 14rwdatetAordertVatte

eWly ppeated nxwtary of Co * Me
R0*4 J### R Jon.,w a n adepMW eppr.

tatty eato tff resorgansattfl plans an
at sderttenn

This pnr has anot been d4ppronet and th
Owate1""0Vill go forward at an esty da
nt yera Please advisn It you will oodatu

to ser as a member of the Cetii

Cordially yours,

Der Martia Lansaster
Adviser a* Negro Affain
VEMOs6Jpartmet of Commree

...................... - -------------



164 Chestnigt St. S.W.

Atlanta, Georgia

August 22, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Department of Commerce

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Your letter of August 15th addressed .to State Agric-

ultural and Mechanical College, Orangeburg, S.C. has been

forwarded to me here.

I shall deem it an honor to become a member of your

proposed National Negro Business Advisory Council.

For your information, I may be reached at Orangeburg

after September 5, 1940.

Respectfully yours,



August 15, 1940

Professor A* W. Brown
State Agicultural and ehanioal College
Orangeburg, Snout Carolina

Dear Profe sor Myowns

Recently a letter was addressed to you containing pro*
posals fofthe formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory/Counci4'to which you replied favorably. The
purpose5of this oomunioation is to ascertain if you
will a*'re as a!smber thp'of.

Detai14 portai*asg to the program and date of the oone
foren4e will b4 outlined later in the fora of a Departo
meat lease*

Ia 'it our re ly

Respectfully yours,

tmer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Commerce.

EaDMB

..................



STATE AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE

ORANGEBURGIS.C.

June 25, 1940

Mr. Emmer Mlartin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The interest which the Department of Commerce is taking in
Negro businesses cannot fail to better their condition. This is
an important as well as neglected phase of our economic system,
and one which will bear considerable fruit if the persons re-
sponsible for its conduct receive advice and assistance of the
type which the Department of Conmimerce is able Lo extend.

Your proposals for improving the quality of Negro business
by contacts on the operating as well as the collegiate level
are extremely interesting. 1 shall be pleased to offer any
assistance possible toward this end. The council method will
prove the best for arriving at a definite procedure to be
followed in carrying out the .rooosals a-Treed upon. Early Aupust
should be a convenient date.

I shall appreciate hearing of any further decisions and
suggestions you may make in this matter.

Yours very truly,

A. W. Prown

AWB : R



June 13, 1940

Office of Dean
Department of Commerce and Finano
State Colored Normal, Industrial, Agricultural
and Meohanical College of South Carolina
Orangeburg, South Carolina

Dear Sirt

The Department of Commeroe is interested in assisting Negro
businesses with their problems as they relate to Governmental
regulations, but unfortunately, except for statistical data
upon retail establishments and their incomes, we have very
little knowledge of their problems, Information pertaining
thereto in ay opinion can be acquired only through a medium
of contact with the Federal Goveramed. I have in mind the
formation of a Negro Business Advisory Council *or oomeittee
similar to the Business Advisory Council whieh meets at the
nil of the Secretary of Commeree, to reaomkend and advise
methods of improving business by Governmntal assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of fifty
or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the country
who are representative of all types of business including
financial and manufacturing interests, retail and wholesale
establishments

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H, Skyltr Fitahugh and James Bo Kitehell of the Department
of Coseree and Finance, Howard University, conferred with me
with reference to the foregoing Out of this conference sev
eral proposals were made with reference toward using the Negro
Advisory office of the Department of Commerce as a clearing
house for all Negro businesses throughout the country per*.
taking to (a) business administration curricula in various
Negro institutions, (b) placement of students in business
establishments this would be determined by maintaining a list
furnished by the schools of all choice students applying for
jobs in various types of businesses and a list of those
businesses desiring expert employees of college experience,
(o) factual studies to be made available for the benefit of
small Negro businesses, (4) a conference to be called and held



k

A

in the auditorium of the Department of Comeroe and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of whIeh
the professors of business administration courses in Negro
institutions will be members.

This office pleas to issue a bulletin periodically of the
work of the department for wide distribution.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to the pro*
posals, especially the composition of the committee and the
date of the conference. I await your inediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Ruer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
U. . Department of Comereo.

........ ..

Tft

UA-V 4-Ar-,"



Mr. Dallas 0 lBroa Direeor
Deparktat of Baizns AdiStratioc
West Virginia St*. (Oelege
Institttes Weat Virgiia

Do Mr. Bronts

* J Jease He Jones# Searebary of Comwoes; advised all agencies
within the Depsrbent to revise their poaeine programs to meet the
emrge*aes of the prsent war oaflicts Aaoordingly, the Division
of Iegro Attake has replaced its pre-war program with the eaelosed
pla of nation.

the Vietaory pro w vthe 1,700 mber organisations of the UitAd
Staten Chaber of A we of euoh magatude that the President
Olprnssed his graitud., publioly* I se4osvinced that Zagrees in
btineass desire that their patriotitm shall not be surpasaed by w
other business organisation and their traitional loyalty to the Govern
mant ain iniolate.

I respeotttly urge that you serve on the planang oom4ttee of
yoar state and you n selet that operation suitable to your talents*
Your State Ohairma will oawtioate with you on the technique, assign.

eats and procedure beat adapted to your lolty,

TYo are advised to coammoate with tha oftioe frequently sad
yar writise oat this endeavor e taited. In ordor that our nexb
war elnte, ebstxtata the action of our aomittees, might receive
proper taking sad adequate publiity, please rely indtately to this

Very sinerely yours,

Saner *artta Lnicastev
Adviser on Nogro Afftair
U1 8. Department of Commeroe

EMLw*dJ

------------



Maroh 25 1941

Mr* DalisOBrom

West Virtua$ State Ctee
latitute, WYt VIrgt^a

Doar Mr* Brewas

I regrettostate wbth e Depadnaw of Com ero# wit
not be in a poetft to groa ye a tra l aflmoanes to
atted our oefd*e.m

I have ben ltern by the eubhoritieos of the DepartEba
tth pre ttn t setray to the polity of the Depart-
meate NHowr, I hope that I sa be able to e#Ue a
budgtuey allotnesuto over natters of this tWpe In

tauq years.

Very smerly yours,

Bertaki Lancaster
Adviser o Negro Affairs

ILa 4U$v. 8, Departnb of 0am re



WEST VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE
INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 20 March 1941 DALLAS C. BROWN, DIRECTOR

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

We here ee vitally interested in
your program. However, previous commitments
in the matter of travel in connection with
the work of our college makes it inconvenient
for the State of West Virginia to underwrite
my expenses in connection with my attendance
to the conference to be held Friday and Sat-
urday, April 18th and 19th in the Department
of Commerce Auditorium, Washington, D. C.

My personal finances at the present
time make it unwise for me to assume this ob-
ligation. Therefore, I am requesting that,
if possible, you have your department make
some commitment in the matter of travel allow-
ances for me, otherwise, I fear that I will
not be able to attend.

Please accept my best wishes for a
very successful conference.

Sincere yours,

DALLAS C. BROWN
Director

DCB/aal

.. .........



Maroh 12, 1941

Professor Dallas 04 Broa
West Virgiata tats College
Iatitute, Jest Virginta

Dear Profedsor Brown

Thring the past year easoattows ore a4dressed to you with
eeras to the ratta o a NW& n bNgro uau"es done

mitteand Coferene to sffeot a more adeqate integratbi
into the 1Dpartwt of Comn of Negroes excaged in business#
Recently, the onferease and cnm4ttee were approved by the
Secretary of Caom,. and a pretaizar anounconat tereoC
has beea prepared ard suist:bted to the apartment ' Prof s
Bureau forr twadIate lease.

Letter on file Indoate that you approat of this progress
and I an pleased to asseensethat thes toforesqon the Negr

A Sa itsse will be bold Fri4ty and Satrdaw. A4th prilisra
19th In the Seamnto f Cameroe Aua* t4 aston Washirtgtan

A stmstnb r4ease eastaiz4*g the session spealo and
photographs will be distrttile shorty In oer r to epuete
eoe progeat an coply wth the regOsae of nnwpapere for
a list of person Ma4ding the cooreonves, erespectfully
urge that you send your photograph and af4t so us as to your
attenane at yor* nry earflest opportunitW

The Dfpartment of Otneroe will not be able to detray t
traveling or aooaed ogexpns of eom4ttee smbers0
and no attendenoe or registration too ewill o oharg

Woeopeot your active parteipation the conference disaun
etone, an I awat yor retg.

Very troly yes,

THner eartia Lanwater
Adviwer on Negro Atfsirs

#8da US. Dartma6 of Cmere



October 28, 1940

Professor Dallas Co Brown Diretar
Business Administratioz
West Virginia State College
Institute, West Virginia

Detr Professor Browns

The conference of the proposed National Negro
Business Avisory Counoil, upon the request
of the Department of Coneroe, has been post.
phoned until a later date in order that the
newly appointed Soretary of Conners,*
lion Jesse H. Jonaes may have adequate opporo
tunity to otfoot resorganisation plans now
under consideration,

his progm has not been approved and the
soaterenae will go forward at an early date
next year, Please advise if yes will ontina
to serve as a member of the Coneil

Cordially yours,

%Asr ant nLaoaster
AOviser on Negro Affairs

VeoDeathaat of Gongeros



West Virginia State College
Institute, -Vest Va.

September 11, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Martin:

I will be glad to serve as a member
of a National Negro Business Council as organized
by your Department.

Sincerely

Dallas C, Brown, Director
Business Administration



August 15, 1940

Professor Dallas C. Brown, 0. Pt A.
Director of Business Administration
West Virginia 8tate College
lastitute. West Virginia

Dear Professor Browns

Reeently a letter was addressed to you containing pro-
posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Conoil to which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this comunaioation is to ascertain if you
will serve as a member thereof

Details pertaining to the program and date of the oonw
forence will be outlined later in the form of a Depart.
met release*

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

ISmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
US 8. Department of Commeree.

SMMtDSI



West Virginia fState (Eallege
PHONE 4-181-EXT. 23

INSTITUTE, WEST VIRGINIA

26 June 1940

Honorable Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Your letter of June 13, 1940, ad-
dressed to the Office of Dean, Department of Commerce
and Finance, West Virginia State College, Institute,
West Virginia, eventually reached my desk for attend
tion.

We have studied carefully the pro-
posals resulting from your conference with the mem-
bers of the Department of Commerce and Finance of
Howard University. These suggestions should furnish
an excellent basis for profitable work on the part
of your division among Negroes interested in business.

The committee, I believe, should be
composed of leading Negro businessmen of the country,
directors or deans of the colleges of commerce, organic

~o* primarily for the instruction of Negro youth
in Business Administration and relating subjectsand
representatives from various organizations that are
attempting to improve and increase business among our
people. For example, The National Negro Business
League and The National Society of Accountants:

Numerous organizations bold meetings
and conferences during the summer months, especially
August. Consequently, I believe that the proposed
conference should be held sometime after October. You
will find enclosed a statement of the objectives and
aims of our Department of Business Administration. The
same may be used inany way that you see fit.

Please feel free to call upon us here
for any assistance that you think we may give.

Sincere yor

alas C. Brown, CPA
Director of Business Administration

Enc

VIN "?l 1:1 i i; 1 T .. ,:!!

TER MT. ... ..M, 7.
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Jua 13, 1960

Office of Dean
Department of Co mere and Finanee
West Virginia , 6!rOCollege
lastituteo,W V

Dear Sir

The Department f Commroe is interested in assisting Negro
businesses with their problems as they relate to Governmental
regulations, u nfortlately, exempt for statistical data
upon retail eat;blishments and their incomes, we have very
little* knowled## of their problems. Information pertaining
thereto in my #pinion easbe acquired only through a medium
of ontaot witthe Federal Goverment I have in mind the
formation of &/eOgro Business Advisory Counil or committee
similar to t businesss Advisory Counoil which meets at the
call of the o etary of Commero., to recommend and advise
methods of fapwIVing business by Governmental assistance.

I propose htlis Negro Counil should be composed of fifty
or more snelNegro businessmen throtghot the country
who are ro etative of all types of business including
financial 44naufaoturing interests, retail and wholesale
establishments.'

Receplyw 4wtsor Jesse W. Lewis and Assooiate Professore
. Nhyoa itsuh and James.w Mtchheil of the Department

of Come Pianae, Utiversity, oenterred with me
with re 's e to the fore tagm Out of this conference ov*w
oral r al* were made with referee toward using. the legro
Advisory offtop of theDepartment of Commerce as a clearing
house for all Wegro businesses throughout the country per*
tainig to (A) business administration ourricula in various
Negr" instit4one, (b) placement of students in business
estalis a this would be determined by maintaining a list
furgiished schools of all choice students applying for
JOS in va4on types of businesses and a list of those

inesse 4 ing expert employees of college experience,
p) te alst~dies to be made available for the benefit

o small ero businesses, (4) a conference to be called and held
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ini the auditorium of~ the Departmut of Comaseooand its use
thereof' as headquarters fror the -proposed co ozirnnttee of veIieh
the professors of' bu~stssa nistratilon courses ini Negro

Itituations willbe members.

This office pla to Isue a bulletin periodically of' the
-okof' the depwrtxeiit forn wide distributions,.

T sball appreciate your reactionz with rel'ereoe to the pro-
poh~sls, espeially the oompostion of the oinittee and the
date of' the coufmvteree. T ait your Immz~sate rmplyo

Respoect~fully YOVWSW

r ft? .rtiIs ~zastor
Advisor on N~egro Af'ftIrs,
TY. S. Depextmerit of Cor,irce

MM- dwh

-'Aw

I



Fbrury 0, 1942

V Sat)44vfl Roait Lifte auram Co.

Nar ,* stahm:

2 M a tbhs tzttfltation wewte of tho Qaptal
rad A tae tadayf ebruar18th* at a*30 P.x.
2 prnsma that t* agett W*l1 he tld ix the oue*Iy

ro*s et th Snthen Alt ildting.

Very sioerely yong

Smar MedIx Lanossatr
Aulsor on atgro Attain

U. s Departma of Canam e

ZMede



FirUaryt4, 1902

Atota *at Viit

Dear Mara mdshers

It It ts pesle tor yon to amble your Sta
Flanni C Onwtte *At ory vnr nar Netnrn, I should

Uke to eoa to and Spleas dInetal the wae

o - kar yoar ntose to thisg

Very seore2t yoan

AA, Adeer nNegSoAffaire
*(.w S* Dreatnenator canner



January 24, 1942

MrS B. T.Bradaler
Pesidat-*Treasurer
Virginia Mutual Bonfit Insuranse Co.
Richmand# Virginia

Dear Mr.

M Ja 4N JOes, Secretary of Cere, has advised all pagsIes
within the Deparhto toare their peaeetm* programs to seet the

imagemtqo of the present war conflit. Asoordingly, the Dviston
of bgro Atftln has replat4 ts proe ar pro with the enosed

Vla*at of iso w*oh has been approved mby the o fthce et asentary.
TM haw reIwed a leter tres r, Alba L. olsey, expling

the astu e of our neat conferees wherein it as agreed tnt the
egcesal Vice Pnreideats of the agUeabafl woserv as State Oata

I sp tay tap that ya eept the Chatmanship of your State Plan
alg Cnd at ang that yeu notify the m ebrs of the labial

Cminttse on the Negoin lsuemes and delzaxtw to the .Whlatheast*
ftrwoe when I datave to ioolede s mo rs o your enittee hi

does st pwrlnd. you te altUng other pearseo t your kete, sr
ae yo restricted at to te teehnqe and procedure of ezasating t)e

pia Oratitn Nrtlrnare yeu ar at loMi by to *aMd alter, or awlIfy
this prfl w wmtmearitRsian of this endeavor I sieted

'The300e Amoal Co ren the NeW* in BUsineq, whio theDepa dof Cenrs bab not yet ftsl, approved, is toatwly
antduled for ApriA U abb**4lt 1948. Aall tat.Chan will be urged

to atmd fte 1 enrease and presekto perso a report of their :e-
panetiv aate atwitter these reports will be tIwlted in the oft

eal eesteenueo reautage of the Deparbeamb of Camree and dstribated
widely ong orgntsathems Intmoassa# goasntak spesiallets, libraries,
and other teawested person.

Pleae advise a- meately if yes will ccept this assigaemb*

Very sinerely yours,

omer Martin Lansaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. $. Departent of Canere

EB.Ad4



Mrs B l Brndshaw
Pros ideabTreasurer
Virginia stAual Beanit Ins. Co.
Rioleaa4 Virginia

Dear Mr. Bratabaw

Mr. Jean , Jonns Soretary of Comern, has adriset all agesnis
withta the Depariet to revise their petetim program to met the
emerenbch of the proseab war cotliet. Aseordingly, the Division

of bos Aftar* has placed ts prewar program with the emolosed
$sa of atos.

The fVitery progret of the 1,700 naor qtgnisatioMas of the UatoA
States Cheabw of Comasm was of wh magitude that the nPrsident
exprot*ed his gntitnde publicly. I ei neaoow ed tht Negros in
bUslnes dsire that thr patriotim shall et be surpassed by eO
other bnAiwes orpatsation ad their traditionla loyalty to the Govera

I respettally urge that you eerwe on te pleaIntg OMittte of
your Stat, sad yet ay elet that operation suitable to your talents
Your Stte OhMeam will @nwdaite* with you on the toohaues assign.
*as esad prooedro bet adapted to your looelity.

Youo ae adist d to m oats with this offis feteAtly ad
yar oritoise of ti entaVor a"e inVte. It order that our anM
war release, ootakizs the Sation of our sonittees, night reoive
propor taing sad adequate pubiotty, please reply mdisatly to this

Very sinerely your.

Somr Martin Lasaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. . Departont of Cameroe

IBMLtdm$



December 4, 1941

Mr. B, To Bradsha
PrestdontTreasurer
Virginia Matual Benefit Life Insurance Co,
Ricbmor4, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradsha#s

the Contract Distribution Division of OP&. has initiated
a plan to avail to manustures and persons in business,
fetlities for defense contract orders.

On the 10th of November, three special trains left Wash
iuton for a tour throughout the country to inform mama.
tssternn and sail businessmen as to the function of the
Contract Distribution Division and the proceuro to see
snn defense contrasts and procurement orders. Govern
nent o1ttas r the O.PM, Arny, Savy and Maritie
Comateic will aeconpany these trains and advises basinewsw
men on defense tflhmique.

In my judgeat this is an opportunity for Negroes in bust-
ness to beoes nequainted with this defense service, and
the purpose of this c oo ication is to inform you and
other pranlset persons in business who desire to inepeot
these defense ehibits, the date and place of these defense
train. thee trains will be on display Deoaber 19th at
RiethaA. Those special trains are not open to the public,
and adaisuion thereto is by oards issued by field offices
of the Co0nrot Distribution Division of the O.P44 whioh
for your Information is located at the Johnson Publishing
Suilata 8th and Carey Streets in Riohaom the director
of which to 4. Lo Mason.

The Washington office has been requested to advise the
various field offtees to include colored businessmen in the
inspeation tour of these trains# and I think it advisable
that you contact your field offloe itwediately.

Please let me know the outeoe of your efforts.

Very truly yours,

EzwoorMartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Camer*e

EWLadth



XIRGINMUTUAL BE1 plT LIFE
INSURANCE COMtPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

September 94

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Since receiving your letter of September 20th
I have not had an opportunity to talk with Mr. Don A. Davis,
but I have indirectly communicated with him.

Since you have committed yourself to Hampton
Institute as the place of your conference, I see no necessity
in changing your plans. No doubt they have begun to make
preparation and to change at this time would in all probability
cause them some inconvenience.

In reference to the meeting of the Negro Organiza-
tion Society, we are attempting to formulate a program for their
meeting on November 5th. Wie are counting on you to make the
principal address at the night meeting and would appreciate your
advising us as to just what Governmental Specialists are available
for the afternoon meeting. You will expedite matters a great deal
and assist the Negro Organization Society materially in the
formation of their program if you will forward your acceptance of
the assignment to speak at the night meeting as well as the names
of the available Governmental Specialists direct to Mr. Curtis A.
Crocker, Field Secretary of the Negro Organization Society, 214
E. Clay Street, Richmond, Virginia.

Thanking you for your cooperation and depending
upon you to help us out in this situation, I am

Yours very truly,

B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer
BTB/w



October 4, 1941

Mr*. T? Bradahaw, Presidentoheasurer
Virginia Mutual benefit Life Inswexs Co.
Richmond9 Virginia

Dear Mr OBradthaws

This wtfl anlmowledge recetipt of yow letter dated
Bepteaber 50th. I shall be pleased to address the
Ngro Organisation Society November 5the 1 1hen
diseasedWAths meeting with several Goveran
specialists, but I an unable to gEt their anfath
wnts uatil the matter has been cleared by their
ssperiors

Sin*e the fitt day of this amebing will be devoted
te o en 4antd discussion of Negro business 0 I
teel that 4 ates nitwold be more interesed tn i
subject of gwlral applicatian. I havf decided to
discuss the Negro in our Post4tar Prorsam.

The Goveraent has established agencet knea as
the bbtl 4 asseunes man Bard t dtaken a tetn poet-war program No
of or etro e is iasluded in its4 agenda
Co q ly t heltthat the atiton of Osa group
thoutt be called to this nw nue, ad a pla of
integration be prsparea Please lot as know your
reactioes on this subjects,

YWry truly YoutS,

Rmer )brtin Laneaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U, St Dbparbaent of Oemroe

Ez sah

INA&



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 20, 1941

Mr. Boober T. Bradshe
PresidentT reasurer
Vlrginia Matual Benfit Life Imnraoe 00*
Riohmend, Virginia

Dear Mr. fradshavw

The Secretary's Offlce has approved oorbsn provisions of the
Comnittae's Report with refereno to anual and regimal* o
foreess the regional confereost program was designed to a44
small businoem twho are unable to finane a trip to the Distriot

I shea1 lt1e to held our first rctonl eontereasea in the bate
of Virinia and Invite businesemen of surrounding state to
participate thereta. I feel assured that this meetty will be
anat sunesetl beaue % have faith in the ooopattoea of

bpteo* In adthin, for payaholeUal reasonm I
d !eirethat this first regiousl comfo e e a nt searul ae,

Th seitereases iWsfl be bhutand the Dttwtot ofttoo at
the Sween oft 1 e.np es Donbiati C ere and roverment
bustnesspeiat40 will collaborate by ginvixg Istruotion In

belroopn at ebta, ae ahipstore arrne
ad b aI hood ike for this e eneae to

be held samttze d4n th e early aU at this year, I n writing
a siatie lett* o 4or, V=n Davia ar#s sat Dr lathe P, Jackson
equnting thetr oooratin in ths vntum,

R4 ts wwt he Intben of xq offte to damnate the business
sthenfln In Virtglaa 0r plan is to eolabonate and nob Urp
xiettag buiness organittn n the regi.tt As 4 matter of

teatr I should te tor either the state or teal bi4azwass
orgntatio to to the laAUrship and supertrtee te eatforenn.
We wil collaborate by stiat ag the lastnetions wteh I hoe
Intateh

Pease lot me lknw your reastione with reference to the suess
of such a coefereote,

Very sincerely yours,

asser Martanese*4ter
Adviser on Negro Afftairs

BIL a d0 *ptt of Core

-----------



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 11o 1941

Mr, B0 To Bradsbaw
PresidetsTreaurer
Vitrtin Mutual Benefit Life Insurae Co
Richmand,Virgidat

Dear Mr. Braddhw

The offiotal preme4ings af the recent Negro Busine s
Confemene hold LA tahs~tm D, Co have been pressed
to the Oomer* Dtipottug eonttm for preparation &ad
will be ready for publioation n weks It has bee
esggesteG that a statment be scoured fr eeah mer
oft the htt4a Co ttee a the Usgro to Businsg who
attend the Coaterese with referenase to his t*rea
atona theret those replies will be released st4m.o
taneousy with the distribution of the proeedinge.

I shfl be passed to reoeivn your tapression of the
Coenerese and an oonstruetive orttltam you wish to
ofter,

Vsz7 truly yoursf

BomarMartin anaster
Mieor on Negro Affairs
Ut, 8. Deparet of Cameroo
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MuTUL BN1~Lir
INSURANCE COMPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

June 11, 1941

Mr0 Fmmier Martin Lancaster, Advisor on eNgro Affairs
Ignited States Departnient of Conmerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster

T-am indeed sorry that I did not get a
opportunity at see you while yoi were in the city the
other ays

However I certain you plan to be wit us
on Sunday afternoon June 15th at the regular meting of
the Virginia Trade Association. You will recall that the
date was announced at your meeting on Anpril 1th. he
time is 30 P. M, to 5:30 P. M. and he place is the fourth
floor this bildin th Southern id Society, Third and
Clay Streets.

I shall be looking forward to seeing you.

B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer j
~1

BTB/w
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Stop right now and mark your calendar for April 18th
and 19th!

11HAT'S GOING ON?

On those two days we are going to be in 7ashington.,

FOR 'JHAT?

To attend the Conference on the Negro in Business which
has been called by Attorney Einner Martin Lancaster, Advisor on Negro
Affairs, U. S . Department of Commerce. Business people from all over
the country will be there and ranking officials of the Reconstruction
F inance Corporation, Fedoral Housing Administration and Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation will address the group. A model store
will be sot up in the Commerce Department Auditorium; specific
instruction on modern storo arrangement, advertising and salesmanship
will be offered by specialists of the Euroau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce; the " farming out " program of the Labor Division, National
Defense Advisory Commission will be explained and discussed for the
benefit of Negro contractors; and, all the facilities, factual studio-
and advice of the Department of Commerce business specialists will
be available to you. In other words if you have any business problei-im,
7ashington is the place to take them on April 18th and 19th.

All I INVITED?

Yes, Mr. Lancaster has been kind enough to grcnt me
permission to invite all the members of the Virginia Trade Association
and has expressed a desire to have all interested business people
present.

IS THERE ANIY COST IUTVOLVED?
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You will have to pay your own transportation to and from
7ashington and your own board and lodging while in the city, but there
D.s absolutely no feeoto attend the sessions. By grouping yourselves
and traveling by auto you can save transportation cost while at the
same time making an enjoyable trip.

IF I CAIT ATTEND BOTH DAYS, WHICH DAY SHALL I COME?

The Official Program goes to press on April 1st and no
doubt will appear in the lTegro papers shortly thereafter, Tatch the
papers for the time the'meetings are to bogin and other information
relative to the program. If you dontt soe it in the papers, contact
this office and I'll endeavor to supply you with the information you
v.a nt. In the meantime make your plans HTOW to attend both days of
the conference.

In the near future you will receive a release either
from my office or from the office of ouxr Secretary Mr. George Singleton
relative to our accomplishments since our last meeting and relative
to our plans for our regular meeting in June which will be hold here
in Richmond where we will be the guests of the mighty Capital Trade
A association.

Watch for this release in the future, but right now
ALL ROADS LEAD TO WASHINGTON on April 18th and 19th.

TO: ALL MEMBERS - VIRGINIA TRADE ASSOCIATION

FROM: B. T. BRADSHAW!, PRESIDENT

DATE: MARCH 28, 1941

SUBJECT: CONFELREICE AT DEPRTET 1 OF COMMERCE LPRTL 18th and 19th,194-,

REMEMBER THE DATE AND THE PLACE

ASHIINGTOT, D. C. APRIL 18th and 19th.



VIRGNJ MUTUAL BE pT IPE

INSURANCE COMPANY'
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

March 28, 1941

i-r. Emmer -artin Lancaster
advisor on Iogro affairs
U. . Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

This will acknowledge receipt of your
letter of March 25th. I am enclosing the glossy
photograph of myself which you requested in place
of the mat.

I am also enclosing a copy of a
Release which I am sending today to the members of
the Virginia Trade Association announcing the
Conference for the 18th and 19th.

Very truly yours,

B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer

InK



Barch 25, 1941

Mr. Booker T. bradshtaxw
President - Treasurer
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life
Insurance Company
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

I have your recent letter announcing you intention to
invite members of the Virginia Trade Association to
attend the conference. I am played to receive this
cooperation from the business organizations of your
state.

The Ciaf of the Division
that only a photograph of
the material for our next
newspaper mat and request
by April let which is the
of material to the Bureau

of Publications informs me
glossy print can be used on
release. I a returning the
that you send a photograph

last day for the submission
Q Printing.

loot sincerely yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Nogro A affairs
U. $. Department of Commirce

Elit': Tsh
Encl.



VIRGINMUTUAL BE IplT LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

March 24, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you very much indeed for your
kindness in authorizing me to invite the members
of the Virginia Trade Association to attend the
conference on April 18th and 19th. I am getting
out a release to the members on this subject and
shall send you a copy of same.

While I am naturally glad to receive
your permission to invite our group, I'm indeed
sorry that my letter caused you .to change your plans
relative to coming to Richmond. Irm sure I voice
the sentiment of the Negro Business Men of Richmond
when I say we would have been pleased and honored
to have had you, and if you find it inconvenient to
come at this time, in the future we shall expect a
visit from you.

Please be advised that I shall be
happy to act as Chairman of the session on Federal
Agencies and the Negro in Business and to serve in
any other capacity which will in any way contribute
toward the success of the conference.

Sincerely yours,

B. T. Bradshaw, President.-Treasurer

BTB/w



March 19, 1941

Mr. B. T. 'radshtw, Prhs--Tra-r is.
Virginia Mutual Senefit Lifa Ins, Qo.
214 East Clay StAret
kichmond, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

I was most pleased to receive your letter with the
no sapeo mat enclosed, and I fully appreciate your
desire to eliat the support of the Virginia Trade
Asso1ati oZ.

Your 01uestion of inviting business representatives
to attend the coaferene iaImost constructive, and I
do not consider your invitation presumptuous. If
possible I would like to soe the total meniberhip of
Virginia busine4 organizations in attendmAce it the
asions. Yodliave my authority to issue a blanket
invitation to the entire ;roup.

It xamy intention to visit Richmond next wek and
discuss the program suggested by you. However, since
you have volunteered-your instance my apperance
will not be necessary.

Tb sooond se vision of th conference :ill be entitled
Federal Agencies and the V14cro in Business, and ill
be azdresAd by the .Director jof the Rconstruction
Finance Cowmmision, the Fedoral Eousing CommisSion
and the Bureaus of Fr eign anid Dome. tic Co=nemrce,

Ple avise if you 411
$session.

cavo as ch irwman o:f tiAs

Cordially yours;,

Amer Martin Lancaster
dviscer on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Comerco

L* dAh



IRGNJMUTUAL BE IT LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

March 18, 1941

Mr. Emmer Eartin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, Do C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I was indeed glad to receive your
letter of March 12th and to know that you had
matured your plans to form a National Negro
Business Committee.

As previously indicated, I shall
be happy to serve on such a committee and shall
be present on the 18th. In fact the program dove-
tails so well with what we are trying to do here
in Virginia with our Virginia Trade Association,
I am wondering whether it would be permissible to
invite the Presidents or a local committee of say
three persons from each of our local leagues here
to at least view the model store display, if not
to attend the sessions.

If the above is not permissible,
please do not hesitate to frankly say so because
while my interest in the Negro Business persons
of Virginia prompts me to seek to bring them every
advantage that I can, I certainly do not wish to
appear to presume upon my invitation.

It so happens that I do not have a
photograph of myself at present. However, I am
enclosing a newspaper mat which I trust will answer
the purpose.

Looking forward to an interesting and
constructive conference, I am

Yours ye ytryly, 7

B. T.Bradshaw, Pres.-Treas.

BTB/w



iaarch 12, 1941

2 r. P, T. Bradshew
Virginia Mutual Life Ias. Compn
214 sat Clay Street
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradshamw:

During the past year commications were addressed to you with
referee to the formation of a National Negro Business Come
amttee and Conftreas to affoat a more adequate integration
Into the tparmnt of Cann roe of Negroes engaged int bus tnesso

oently, the conferease and codttee were anpwd by the
Secretary of Cmste, and a pretlatuary aan ncement thereof
has ben prepare dad aulaitted to the Deparbtts Press
Bureau for tumediate release,

Letters on file indateae that you approved of this program,
and I a pleased to apounwe that this onforenoe on the Negro
In Business will be M14 Frsidy and Saturday, Apri th and
1965In tba Department of Cameree AudtorUn, washinrtoa.
DP 0

A subsequent release contataior the sessions, spekers and
photographs will be astrtbea shortly. In order to complete
our program and eaoly with the reqvosts of newpajy rs for
a list ot persons a teding zthe oonferenoe, we respotfully
urge that yeu set year phaoraph and 4vi*e us as to your
attendans at your very earliest oppost.dW,

The Dpartnenta of Care will ot be able to dofray the
trawls or acwsdtatoa xpefles of ofwnttee members,
and no attendance or registration foe will be ehArged.

We expeat your native participation in the conference disoam
sion., and I awt your reply.

Very truly yours,

Buer Mrtin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Atirs

ELidnj U.S. Department of Corsare

..... .....



VIRGUMJTUAi BENIT IFE
INSURANCE .COMPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

October 31, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I can fully appreciate the fact that
it might be necessary to hold your plans in abeyance
because of the appointment of a new Secretary of
Commerce and reorganization incident thereto. How-
ever I assure you my interest shall not wane in the
interim and you can count on my continued cooperation
in the prosecution of your program, as a member of
the Advisory Council and otherwise.

Sincerely,

B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer

BTB/w



October 24, 1940

Mr# B. T. Bradeha
Presidext4reasurer
Virginia ?utual Life Iamurance Oompay
214 Enet Clay Streeb
Richaond, Virstin

Dear lMr, Bradshaw

The oafntron* oof the proposed National NgrO
Busiesa Advisory Conoil, upon the reques4
of the Departumat of Cmawroe has been post
posed it a later date in order that the
newly appoiihed Seoretary of Cmwee, the

o. Jlsse EH Jonae, asny have adequate opporw
tuity to offoot re*organisation plans now
under Oonsideratono

This program has not been disapproved sat the
conterese will go forward at an early dat
next year. Plese advise if you will contime
to serVe as a neber of the Counl.

Cordially yours,

Emer Martin L.aator
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EL ataj U.S. Department of Comerce

?



IRG UTUAL 1BE1plT 11APE
INSURANCE COMPANY

RICHMOND, VIRGINIA

August 22, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D4. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am indeed glad to know that your plans are
about to materialize to form a National Negro Business
Advisory Council.

In view of the fact I included among my
Presidential recommendations to the Virginia Trade Associa-
tion the drafting of a resolution to Honorable Harry L.
Hopkins expressing appreciation for your appointment and
pledging cooperation, I accept with pleasure appointment
to membership on the Advisory Council.

Cordially yours,
12

3TB/w B. T. Bradshaw, President-Treasurer

............ ...... .... 
O I L

..... .....



Au,-qt 20, 1910

r.1.T. Bradshawresidant
Virginia. Mutual Life Insurance
214 go Clay Street
Riohinoad,,Vir~inia

Dear Mr. Bradahaws

During the annual coaventiori of the /Virginia Tra.de Assoo
elationL at hampton, Virginia June 23', 1940, 1 disoudsed
the formation of a N~atioral N~egro B usiness Advisory Coun-P
oil in connection with the 1epart.-me t of Coxmnerce. 1,
recall that you attended that meeti 4 and heard nV ox-
planation*

At the present time I am in the pro4-.*ss ot forming th#~t
council, and the purpose of this in1juiry is to aseert~in
if you desire to serve as a member ithersof,

Trusting timt your reply will be in' the affirmative.,'I
remifle

Respectfia11y yours,

bmer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser orn Negro Af~f'irs,
U.* So Department of Comn~eroeo

MOM DW



March 286 1942

Mr. J3. , Toadshew
President Treasurer
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life Ins. Cog
Richmond# Virginia

Dear Mr. Bradshaw:

During my roont visit to Richmond we disoused the
difficulties experienced by Negroes with the government
training schools. I understood you to state that Negroes
were barred from instruction I shoot metal and meohanioal
training. Please advise it that situation sill existo

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affaire
U. S. Department of Coimree



RECOMENDATIONS

by

B. T. Bradshaw

to the

VIRGINIA TRADE ASSOCIATION

6/23/40

1. That we obtain a ruling from the National Negro Business League
establishing our status as a state body in relation to local leagues in so
far as the prerequisites for membership in the National Negro Business League is
concerned, and upon receipt of said ruling that we seek full participation as a
member of the National body.

2. That we draft suitable resolutions from our state body and our local
leagues to the Honorable Harry L. Hopkins expressing our appreciation for the
appointment of a Special Advisor on Negro Affairs in the Department of Commerce
and pledging our cooperation.

3. That we draft a suitable resolution to the President of the United
States asking that Negroes be given their proportionate share of jobs in the
rearmament program in connection with our National Defense. That in addition
to the resolution to the President, that each member of our local leagues write
our representative in Congress asking that Negroes be included in this program
and pointing out that they could not be mistaken for foreigners or members of the
"fifth column." I cannot over emphasize the importance of this recommendation
not only at present but when European refugees begin taking away our jobs in
wholesale lots.

4. That our Program Committee be enlarged and it's work extended to the
Regional Institutesconducted by the Negro Organization Society so that the Better
Business Division will be represented along with Better Homes, Better Schools, etc;
that the Program Committee work out it's suggested programs for "Sunday Afternoon
Seminars" in localities where we have Negro Businesses but have no Business LeaguG;
and that the Negro Organization Society and kindred organizations be approached on
the subject of purchasing a projection machine on a communityt" basis so that some
visual education relative to better methods of conducting business might be made
available to the Negro business people of the state.

5. That our Public Relations Committee be instructed to conduct a slogan
campaign among the housewives and other women consumers in the various communities
where we have or contemplate organizing a local league. Judges could be appointed
and the prizes could be donated by the local merchants. Then the winners in the
locn1 contest could compete in a statewide contest for a prize offered by the stato
body,

rA



6. That our local leagues foster the organization and maintenance of
Housewives Leagues (or rather Homemakers Leagues, I prefer calling them as that
includes single as well as married women) to the end that we might control the
buying habits of certain of our group and direct them into the right channel,

7. That in line with the wishes of the National Negro Business League
and the United States Chambcr of Commerce, we seek cooperation with our local
Chamber of Commerce by intorchanging programs, speakers, etc. This sort of
cooperation was proposed by the United States Chamber of Commerce on April 12th
when its officers received the of'ficors of the National Negro Business League
and a conference was hold in WJashington.

8. That we nominate from Virginia a candidate for the C. C. Spaulding
Mbdal which will be awarded at the National Negro Business Leogue meeting in
Detroit to the Negro man or woman who, in the opinion of the judges has contri-
butod most to the advancement of Negro business during the year.

9. That the Secretary of each locrl league consider it his duty to koop
the Secretary of the stato body advised as to the nomes and addresses of the
membership of' said local league and at least onco each quarter, prepare a report
of the activities of his leauc so that the Socrotary of the state league might
send out periodical relonses to the various locals and other interested parties.

10. That the Exccutive Committee look into the possibilities of publish-
ing a State Negro Business Directory as a means of raising funds for the Associn-
tion.



July 9, 1940

Mr. Claude A. Barriett, Pros.
Associated Negro Press
3607 So. Parkway
Chioago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Barnette

The Department of Gowaeroe is interested in assisting Negro
businesses with their problems as they relate to Govermmental
regulations, but unfortunatelys exoopt for statistical data
upon retail establishments and their incomes* we have very
little knowledge of their problems. Information pertaining
thereto in my opinion can be acquired only through a medium
of contact with the Federal Governments I have in mind the
formation of a Negro Business Advisory Council or committee
similar to the Business Advisory Counoil whieh meets at the
oall of the Secretary of Commerce, to reoomnd and advise
methods of improving business by Governmntal assistance.

I propose that this Megro Counoil should be composed of fifty
or more proinent Negro businessmen throughout the country
who are representative of all types of business including
financial and meanketuring interests, retail and wholesale
establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W Lewie and Assoeate Professors
. Naylor Fitahugh and azees 6. Mitchell of the Department

of Commeroe and Finanoe, Howard University, conferred with me
with referee to the foregotg. Out of this conference sev*
oral proposals were made with reference toward using the Negro
Advisory office of the Department of Commerce as a clearing
house for all Negro businesses throughout the coutry per*
training to (a) business administration ourricula in various
Negro institutions, (b) placement of A-Ate bannes

., students applyingator
jobs In various types of businesses and a list of those busim
nese" desiring expert employees of college experiemee,
(0) factual studies to be made available for the benefit of
small Negro businesses, (d) a conference to be called and held



-2-

in the auditorium of the Department of Comeroe and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of which
the professors of business administration courses in Negro
institutions will be members.

This office plans to issue a bulletin periodically of the
work of the department for wide distribution.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to the pro*
posals, especially the composition of the committee and the
date of the conference* await your imediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Easer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on egro Affairs,
U. So Department of Commerce.

EML: DAR

/

/



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 21, 1941

MEMORANDUM.

To: Mr. Emmer M. Lancaster.

From: Norman W. Baxter.

I believe that it would be better,
since you have not heard from Mr. Schram,
to paraphrase his remarks in the third
person rather than attribute them to him
under his name.



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

NATIONAL YOUTH ADMINISTRATION
2145 C STREET NW., WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 8, 1941

W. Emmner martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D1. C.

Yy dear Kr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of April 5 concerning the
Conference on Negro Business sponsored by the Department of
Comnerce which will be held on Aoril 18 and 19.

It is my plan to be present at the Conference and
I shall be most happy to have the orivilege of presenting
the Federal Council of Neg-ro Advisers to the ashington group
and delegates on that occasion.

Sincerely yours,

MIary cod Bethune, Director
Division of Negro Affairs



April 6, 1941

M. Uary oaeod Bothe
Director, Division of Negro Attairs
National Youth Adinistration
2145 0 1Stroot* .WA
Washington, DI. c.

Dear Mrs. Bethuneoa

I assume that you have knoledge of the Conference oo NegNo
B2ainss sponsored by the Department of' Ca4inro which will be
held in the ADpartment Auditoriumi, April 18th and 19th On
Friday evening, April 18th, at llomt Oarmel aptist Chure%
a nsaeoeting will be held, and addresses by o B. Blount,
Secretary of the Great Lakes utual Inwurance Compar of
Detroit, Michigan, and the Hon. Wayne ChatfieldeTaylor,
Under Secretary of ComaerOe, wd11 be given,

As a ieoture of inter-departmental cooperation I feel that
all mbers ot the federal Counil of Negro Advisers shoUd
be presented to the Washington group and delegates. The puwh
pose of this letter is to ascertain if you will a*se the
tast of Abtroduoig this group of Advisers to the audien-o
that evetag I shall await your reply at your earliest
opportunity

Very sincerely yours,

Emer N&rtin Laeoaster
Adviser On Negro Attairs
U, 8. uDpartment of Ge npeo

BNtS



LEay 1, 1941

Mr Flemng W Brown
1613 5th Street, No W,
iashington# PD 0

Dear Mr Br*owne

I wish to express to you my appreciation for
your asslstance as organist in cooleation with
the Negro Bsiness onferenoe recently held at
Mt. Carmel Baptist Chureh

Ia inoreoy hope that we may have the hezait
of your fine services on eilar ocasuon in
the tuure

Very nearly yetras

RmW LartM ilnaster
AMiteer on Nero Attar
UO St DpartmEnt of Coewre



#y 8, 1941

Dr. R es 0 , &are
S64th EduealsOnSpeials
IU. 0* POUSAlth Se30"e
Washingto, o4 Co

Dear Dr. ]rofs

the pressure exrted by our reoe* Coatrw a ad the
prnpalao of our proondiUg e e4.aqed agqreply
to your reek 1 ws. X appretate your $atenet
In our botsse progre and mit theConfreAe
mngested by you with neorn to our rpettw

progress

The pubiee v4o of our Caterm proo*4*e
will be matled to you shorWt#e

Very sinerolyyours#

Senor Martianete
Muvisr on Negro AttaU

ZMLtdA u. s Dpartnnt ato Couro



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

WASHINGTON
IN REPLYING

ADDRESS THE SURGEON GENERAL

U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE April 23, 1941.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser,
The Division of Negro Affairs,
U. 6. Department of Comnerce,
Washington, .) C.

Dear *r. Lancaster:

I regret very much that prior duties prevented my
attendance at the First Annual Conference on the Negro
in Business, held in the Commerce Department Auditorium,
April 18 and 19, which was ably planned by you and which
I hope received the support it deserved.

I am sure a comprehensive report of the proceedings
will be prepared and, therefore, am requesting that you
send me a copy of it when it becomes available.

Later, I hope to make personal contact with you to
discuss our respective programs of work.

By direction of the Assistant Surgeon General.

Sincerely yours,

Roscoe C. Brown,
Health Education Specialist,
Division of Sanitary Reports
and Statistics.

RCB/CBM
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INVITATIONS

March 28, 1941.

United States Dept. of Commerce
Bureau of Negro Affairs
Washington D. C.

Sirs:

Please send me some imformat ion concerning meetings
sponsored by your department for April 18th and
19th in Washington D. C.

KB:nb

A

SCHOOL

AND

COLLEGE

JEWELRY

TROPHIES

AND

AWARDS

1~

I

I

I

JOHN D. SILVERA, ASSOCIATE MGR.



August 17, 1940

Professor W. 0 Bryson
Morgan College
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Professor Brysons

The DptMent of Commere is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, ut unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon reti 1 establishments and their in-*
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining the eto in my opinion can be ao-
quired only through a medi m of contact with the Federal
Government. I have in an the formation of a Negro Busi*
nose Advisory Council or ommittee similar to the Business
Advisory Counoil which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commeros, to recommend ead advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this negro C unoil should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negoa businessmen throughout the
country who are represents ve of all types of business
including financial and mA facturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishment4.

fRoently Professor Jesse W. Lewis'nd Associate Professore
H. Naylor Fitahugh and Jame B. NWohell of the Depart,*
ment of Commerce and Finane , Howard University, conferred
*ith me with reference to te foregoing. Out of this oone.
forence several proposals w re made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory of ice of the Department of Com-
meroe as a clearing house for all Negro businesses through*
out the country pertaining o (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establ shmental this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert



employees of college experience, (a) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (4) a conference to be called and held in the
auditoria of the Department of Comerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions tth reference to these
proposals, land I await your indiate reply.

Respectfully yours,

amer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Uw 8o Department of Commerce.

EML: DO
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August 27, 1940

Mr. Edmund Burke, Comptroller I
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Mr. Burkes

The Department of Gomeroe is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in-
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ao-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Soretary
of COmmeroe, to recommend and advise methods of improving
bus eiss by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments

Recently Professor Jesse Wo Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Fitshugh and James B. Mitchell of the Depart-*
ment of Commeroe and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this con-
forence several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Com-
merce as a clearing house for all Negro businesses through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions (b) placement of
students in business establishments this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert

---l lkql............
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employees of college experience, (o) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Departmnt of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to thees
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Comeree.

ENLsDMH
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August 29, 1940

Ivir. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

In Mr. Burke's absence from the office on his
vacation, I wish to acknowledge with thanks your letter
of the 27th.

I shall place your correspondence before him
immediately upon his return to the campus.

Yours respectfully

Secretary to Mr. Burke

MILL.

LLOYD ISAACS. TREASURER



August 15, 1940

Mr. Emmset Burke, President
Consolidated Bank and Truit Company
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mr. Burkes

The Department of Comeroe is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishmuents and their inw
comes, we have very little knownledgo of their problems-
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ae"
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
nes Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meots at the call of the Secretary
of Oommerce, to recomend and advise methods of Improving
business by Governmental assistano..

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
oountry who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W, Lewis and Assoeiate Professors
H. Naylor Fitzhugh and James B. Mitohell of the Depart.
ment of Commerce and Finanoe, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing# Out of this con.
forence several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Com'
mere as a clearing house for all Nhegro businesses through-w
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
currioula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishmenbaj this would be deter*
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the school of
all choice stud nte applying for joba in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert



employees of college experience, (o) faetuaa1 studies to
be mde available for the benefit of small Negro busi,.-
flO868, (d) a conferenoo to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Coineroe anid its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed oowdttee of
which~ the professors of bu;3iness. administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals., and I await yq* rimiediate reply.

Respectfully your&,

Z~wr 'Martin I:nias tei
Adviser on Nearo Affairs.
U. $* Department of Cwroeo

j!j



August 19, 1940

Mr. Llewellyn Coles, Editor
Ohio State News
Columbus, Ohio

Dear Mr. Coles#

The Department of Commeroe is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in-
oomes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ao-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Gover ant. I have in miad the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Govermental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including figanoial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Fitahugh and James Bo Mitohell of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this con,
ference several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Com-
merce as a clearing house for all Negro businesses through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments this would be deter-
_mand by maintaining a list furnished by the sohoole of
AUL4 oioe students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert

V ,A
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employees of college experience, (a) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro bsi-
neasses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commeroe and its us
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

EserN artin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. oDepartment of Commere.

ML: DM1



J-.no 13, 1940

Depart~meritof' Goimuroe ariI. na nae
Colorod Agriculturail a-ad 'Normal Unive~rsity
Lanriston, Okla.

Dear Sir.-

The Departmnixtof~ Coi irio~ is lniJautod in asn~siti Neera
busineses with their vrb~~as thoy rr~Ia.o to Governmental
regulations, biit unfortunately, e!' cept for st atetioal data
upon retail establishiment;~ .nd cel - re ~ Vve±-y
little knowledfa of7 tleir prb)Oe's -Ifrx iaportai1nn;
thereto in my opinion clo aq ;11- um C rd0 l hC~± I ~~
of a(,.tat witl the Feera(;:ovorri.eota Ih vinI mind the
formation o: ' a Ke,,ro 3usI-l~as Advisory 'Counciil or oo=mttee
similar to the 3usiinosss Adv-,zsry -,ao~nil wiich mis~ts atth
call of the Sec%-ct ,.ry of Co~vorce, to rciedand ad'rirse
motho-1s of improve .ang bulreoss by Gvrrna ~tn

I proixos% that i-his :-rinfl hould be, oot Tosed of fifty
or more Prominont 'No r 7;is -n Hohotthe cc-,iItry
who are representative of all tyoes or' businos3 including
financial and mairuacturing :itorests, rotail and .eal
*stablishmntsis

Roently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Assoolate 1Trofestcors
Ho. Maylor Fitshugh and James B3. T.tceell of I.-he Depart-Ilernt
of Commerce and Pinanoe, IHoward Un1.ver.Aty. eonforred with me
with reference to the foregoing, 0,,4 of this coriferenoe sev-
eral. proposals were made with reference toward using the Negro
Advisory office of the Department of Commserc~e aa a clearing
house for all Negro businesses throughout the country per.*

taining to (a.) business administration curricula ia various
Negro institutions# (b) placemout of students iii business
establishment this would be determined by mal tajnin6 a list
furnished by the schools of all ohoioe student& ,applying for
jobs in various types of businesses and a list-of those
businesses desiring expert employees of collegt eexperience,
(o) factual studies to be made available for th~e bensfiLt of
small Negro businesses, (d) a o~ferenoe to be called and hold
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in the auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of whleh
the professors of business admiinistration courses in Negro
institutions will be mmbers.

This office plans to issue a bulletin periodically of the
work of the department for wide distribution.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to the pro-
posals, especially the corposition of the committee .and the
date of the conference. I await your mediate reply.

RespectfulA ly yours,

Euaer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Departinent of Comnerce.



September 27, 1940

Mr. George W. Cox, Vie, President
North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co.
Durham, North Carolina

Dear Mr. Coxs

During the conference in Detroit of the National Negro
Business League, I addressed the noonday luncheon of
the Booker T. Washington Trade Association, on a pro*
posed National Negro Business Advisory Council in the
Department of Commerce. It is my impression that you
were present on that occasion and heard this proposal
explained in detail. The purpose of this inquiry is
to ascertain if you will serve as a member of this
Advisory Couneil.

Details pertaining to the program and date of the son-
ference will be outlined later in the form of a Depart-
ment release.

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

Baner Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Commeroe.

EML s DMS



September 11, 1940

r. 1. T. oCreswell
Assistant Professor of
Economies and Business Administration
Fisk University
Nashville, Tennessee

Dear Mr. Oreswells

The Department of Commeroe is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they rolate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in
oomes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ao-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Governent. I have In mind the formation of a Negro Eusi-
ness Advisory Council or comrttes similar to the Businaess
Advisory Counoil which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Comeroe, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throug.hout the
country who are representative of all types of bu3s8non
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Fitshugh and James B. Mitchell of the Dopart-
ment of Commerce and Pinanoe# Howard University, conferred
with as with reference to the foregoing. Out of this eon*
ference several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Com-
merce as a clearing house for all Negro businessmen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert
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*ployees of college experience, (a) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called an-d held in the
auditorium of the Department of Comerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the propseed committee of
which the professors of business adaidstration courses
in Negro institutions ill be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
propoesls, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emer MKartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
UT. S. Devrtment of Coerrce.

JrML ~)Mfl
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A-A TAVL.oP. MDAN June 21, 1940

Mrpmmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr Lancaster:

I am greatly pleased to have your letter
of June 13th, in which you state that the Department of
commerce is considering the formation of a Negro Business
Advisory Council under the conditions stated in the third
paragraph of your letter.

I am especially interested by this movement
and trust that it may be eminently successful.

In reference to the composition of the coun-
cil I believe that your proposal is extraordinarily sound.

should like to submit the name of Mr I. T. Ureswell,
Assistant professor of Economics and business Administration,
for membership on this council.

Mr Creswell is leaving the city today for a
period of six or seven weeks. i do not believe that he
will be available for a meeting of the council before seven
weeks, at least, have elapsed.

Sincerely yours,

A A TALOR, 7 e an

AATm
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June 13, 1-40)

O"~Ice of De~an
Department of Comeceand Finmnoe
78~k University
Wa~hvi11e, Tenn.

Dolar S Ire

The Department of' Commeree is interested in asss alAmn x2fegrro
businesses with their problems as they related to Govoront.a
regulations,* but iunf'ortrncately, e:c f or saitoldt~
uponI retail Ostablish-mnfts !r.Thl tbe-.'r c. r Vove,-ery
little k~nowedee of' their problems. ort~ pert tJv ng
th~reto In imy opinion oau be aoqmired only ti rough a .ediul-rl
at contact with the Federal Governme-nt 4  I :a -nit the
fornation of a NgroBuiner.s Advisory Coune.il o o oi;,ttrie
gintlar to the Business A~riiory Cojndlj 4" eti t th
o ali of the Seoretary of' komnei-oe, to roomend xd -1s
me*thods of Improving business 10 Goverin, enal asistance,

I propos e thait this Aeg roCOmn iIs t iId be 'iompose& W o-'filty
or more prominent Hwrro bi-iieimn t~irouio-hou~t thno country
,who are representative o±i all types of bhsliiesa V-iruilng
fl ~ia. and roin faetitri4'v' 1nornts, rots).17,ar

btooutly Professor Jesse W* towis en'! Assonite Pfes -ors
H., hylor Fitzhhgh and James B3. Mitchell of the Depart ".nt
of Commierce and Finaance, !owrd T-nivers ity, conf'erreci with me
with referenooe to the foregoing-& Out of this co~cjl.erenoe sev-
oral proposals were ivade ith rofrence towarId ~ L~thle ~
Advisory offloe of the fDepartmnent of CV:'.-xece na, c :. ria
house for all Negro businesses thron.&,2cut the coijV r
tainng to (a) business administration curricula in varincis
Negro inatitutious, (b) placement of' students In blisness
establishments thits would be de termined by maintaining a list
furnished by the schools of all ahoice stladonts applyi, x!!Cor
oinrou "at o0 f buoinesa!l tjrand a list of tos

Wusfnesses eiris* expert smployiis of college ex, erjenae,
(a) factual studies to be made available for the benefit of
Smsjj Negro businesses, (d) a conference to be called and held



in the auditorium of the Depvu'r-a-remt of' comrre anj -its use
thereof' as headcpmrters f'or the proposed comittee of' which
the imrofeaors of' bus inis administration courses iii Negro
institutions will be ~m~s

Thlis office plans to issue a bulletin periodically of the
work of' the depsartrent for wide distribution*

I shall appT'eotatO your relations with reference to th~e pro--~
posals. espeolally the composition of the comittee and the
date of the corferozoe. I amit your immediate reply.

Pepatfll Il yours,

Emwer !'Xrtin Lancaster
.Acvisor on Negro Affairs,~
U. 3.Depart..ent of' Camwroe*

EVI :dih,



August 27, 1940

Dr. P. P. rewzot
2107 Dryades
New Orleans, La.

Dear Dr. Orwsott

The Department of Commeroe is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in*
oomes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ac
quired only through a medium of oontaot with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-'
neas Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commeree, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Gounoil should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including finanolal and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H# Naylor Fitzhugh and James Bo Mitohell of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University1 conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this oon*
forence several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Com-
meroe as a clearing house for all Negro businessmen through*
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments; this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert
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employees of college experience, (c) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-.
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce.

AMLsDMB



Aprf1 1$, 1941

Mr. James E. Cury
$107 4Old tertor Building
WashtSton, D o.

Dear * crrys

Enolose4 you will fld a reeas owtaintag a hbrit a ms
Mt of the $4saeo* and topic dieousatona for the A*Mual

NegoBuwesiConference. I respeatfully vrge that you
atteMd and parttoipate in the deaoussion

t 'have tted the ame of Mr. Reddix on our official
prognea as a speacer for the first session Friday WaPraU
April 1tho

Very aSiswrely years,

Emer brtim Laneaster
Advisor on flgro Afars

TS.Department or Camere
Enels



"e,.utt Superintendent
-trsortu1lci Division

80 CezPtre Street
Ne'i YcrI City

Dear lir. MciA7oy:

This office is conductiz, surv~y among, 'ina&nial
~titut ions owned and opeza tez. iy ""Ggross foz the PuaxPOee

of determining~ their grom;th and expnsion over a period of
yours,

i 4t this time we are p~to~'yintu'ested in per-
sozlA loaua co:.jw:1 a 'XLe & dt by Neagroe~s within
your st z.te. Siac4 our kno':kv~dE, s to th(e;ir ideotity is
inadequate, we shall be pl.eased to have your depactuent Imi-
part this infrnitiori to us at youz earJli~ut opportunity.

F'urtherrce, p1,1--.--.e, advise it~ the condensed financial
stktements of~ these companies maay "Cv furnished us upon request.

Very truly yours,

Zumer kutixi 1Aodst'ar
Adviser to the

U. S. Department of' Commnerce
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C. C. Spauldiing, President

MIJTUAL
LIFE INS URANCE COMPANY

DURHAMn, NORTH CAROLINA A

April 17, 1941

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster:

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of the 14 to
Mr C C Spaulding.

I am sure Mr Spaulding appreciates the invitation
to attend the conference on the Negro in Business
to be held in Washington April 18 and 19 and re-
grets his inability to be present. Mr Spaulding
is out of the city and is not expected to return
until the early part of next week. If the results
of the conference are assembled, I an certain he
would like to have copy of same.

Best wishes for a very successful conference.

Ve__truly yo s,

s ) :S. Berry
Secretary to Mr Sp lding

"No Home Complete Without North Carolina Mutual Policies"

--------------- i I

Oy
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April 14, 1941

Mr. C. C. Spaulding, President
N. C. Mutual Life Insurauce Co.
Durhia, N. C.

Dear Mr. Spaulding:

The enclosed rele se contain an announcement of a confer-
ence on the Negro in business to be held in Washington,
D. C., April 18th and 19th, 1941.

Delegates from business orgaizations and educational in-
stitutions of fourteen state Aill be represented. Educa-
tors, businessmen and spelcialits All present facts, sta-
tistice and proposals relating to the Negro in bu.Anoss.

The U. S, Department of Comwercre invites you to atten nLd
to participate in the conference discussions.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lan cater
Adviser on Negro Affair:
U. S. Departnont of Commerce

EML: dnih
En cl.


