


March 27, 1941

¥r. Fmory Bryant

Bloomingdale Clvic Associstion
130 3eaton Plage, H, ¥,
Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥r. Brysnt:

The First Annual Conference of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Divisiom of the Department of Com-
merce will be held in the Department Auditoriwm, Friday
and Baturday, April 1&8th =2nd 19th. Seasions will be
held during the day begioning et 10:00 z.m., 2nd closing
at 5100 p.n. Subseguent relesses will contein Turther
information s to the ssssions and spenkers,

The Division of Negro Affairs solivits the support of
your organization eand urges the membership to attend and
partieipate in the seeslon dlscussions which will be open
t0 the public,

The enclosed release contsine excerpts from persons who
have asoribed to the »rogram.

Vory truly yours,
Fner Martin Lencaster

Advisor on Negro Affsire
U. 5. Department of Commerce

L dwh
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derch 20, 1941

Yre Cy ¥4 Brown, Seorctary
Washington Chawber of Commercy
811 F Streat, Ne We
W&s}lwe’n, EQ gi

Dear lire Browns

The First Annaal Conference on Hegro Busiuess snonsored
by the Negro Aifairs Divisiom of the Depertment ef Come
moros will be held im the Department Mditorium, Fridey
eud Saturdey, Apyril 18th and 10th, Sessions will be
held during the day begiluning, at 10300 g.me, and closing
&L B100 pene Subsequent reloases will contain further
faformation as to Sessions and spesters,

The Division of Negro Affairs solicits the supvort of
your orgenization end urges the membership to atbend and
icipate in the session disoussions whieh will be open
o the publics

The enclosed r#lease sonbains excerphis from persons who
have asoribed Yo this pregreme

Very siuncerely yours,

By ¥artin Lancaster
Adviser on Hegro Aflairs
Ue 8¢ Dopoartment of Conmerce

Bncle
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oril 14, 1941

&

¥iss Edith C. Puckmun
Acting Director
Sc¢hool of Business
Hampton Institute
Hempton, Virginia

Dear ¥iss Bueclmen:

The enelosed releass contains an snnouncement of a copnfer-
enoe on the Negro in Businoss 1o bes held in Washingtoa,
D, €., April 18%h amd 19th, 1941.

Dolegatos from business organizetionsg and educational in-
stitutions of fourteen states will be represented. Educa~
tors, businessmen wnd srpecinlists gill present facta, stu-

tistics apd proposals relating to the Negro im business, lxk

The U, 8. Dspartment of Commerce invites you to attend and

to participuate in the conference discussions.
. AN
Vory sincerely yours, 5,

Brmer Martin Lancuster
Adviger on Negro affairs
U. 8. Depertment of Commerce

FHL: dmb
Enel.




¥arcn 26, 1941

Brotherhosd of 8leeping Cor Porters
932 U Stroct, W, W,
Weehington, D, C,

Gentlemen:

The First Annusl Conference of Negro Business spomsored
by the Negro Affalirs Divisicn ol the Depurtment of Com-
nares will be hold in the Depurtment Audisoriwm, Frioay
and Saterday, Aprdl 18th ad 19th., Seszzicns will be
Leld during the day beginning =t 10100 s.n., and closing
at 5800 p.m.  Subseguunt relsases will contaln further
informaticn as o the ssssipns and sposkers,

The Division of Negro Affairs solicits the support of
your orgapizap¥ion snd urges the rombersily to sutend and
partlelpates ln the session. discussions ahich will be open
to she public,

The epolosted release contains excerpta from persons who
hove ageribed to $his progriam,.

Very truly yours,
fmper Hortin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Alisize
U. &, Deparisont of C"@f%@rce

EMI: dmh
Enol,




April 3, 1941

Rev, Walter K. Brooks

Pastor, 19th Strest Baptist Churclh
19tk & 1 Strosts, B, 9,
Boshington, b. G,

Daar Rev. Brooks:

The enclosged reloaugs Conbsins on apnouncement of 2 conlerence
ou who Wegre in Buslipess to be scld ip the Comvores Auditorium
Friday and Saturday, April 18€h and 1Gtk,. =11 busipnede. gng-
gions will open &t 12 w.i. and closs it 5 p.me, and will be
open to the public.

Your & pecial attention ig callsd to tho public mass mecting
30 be held Friday, April lbth ot Mt, Carmel Baptist Church,

and will be addressed by theo Hon, Wayne Chasfield Taylor, Un-
der Secretary of Comme:cs, HMusic will ve Cuwrnished by the
W.F. 4. Begro Community Chorus comsisting cof 45 voices, the Cane
torsn Girlis' Chorus, dlrected by Mlss Mary Durope, and vounl
selocsions by ¥re., Eiizebeth Sinkford Thornptom., You and your
congragntion are invited to appear wnd actiely pacticipate in
the confoerence and sessions,

This office wishes psrmiasion $o place on your bulletin board
posters and releases of ths confarence agendn, Please advise
if this is permissible.

Very sipceraly yours,
Famer Mertin Lancastar

Advisnr on Heyro Affalrs
U, 8. Depurtment of Coiierue

BML: dmb
Enel.




¥Mrs. Mary Booker

Marshall Helghts Civic Agsociation
5400 Drake Ave., S. E.

Washington, D. C.

Dear ¥rs., Hooker:

The Firet Asnnual Couference of Negro Busipess sponsorsd
by the Hegro Affairs Division of the Depariment of Com-
merce will be held in the Department Auditorium, Fridey
and Saturday, April 18tk and 19th. Sessions will he
held during the day beginming at 10:00 a.m., sad closing
at 5100 p.m. Subseguent relessss will comtain further
informution as to the sessionw and speskers.

The Divislon of Negro Affairs soliclits the support of
your organization snd urges the memborshlp to attend and
participste ip the ssssion discussions which will be open
to the public,

The dnclosed release nontuins excerpte from parsoms who \
have mseribed $0 this program.

Very truly yours, N

CEmmey Martin Lancsstor
Adviser op Mogro affalrs
U. &, Depsrimont of Commerce

ML, s danh
Em(%l;




Mra, 1de B, Blake, President
Tusttl, Cafoberia Mavagors Asso,
157 P Skreek, N. W,

Weshingbon, Ds C,

Deay Yrs. Hlekes

The First Amwmnl Conferenmce of\ Negro Business sponsored
by the dogro Affafirs Division of the Department of Come
mores will be held in the Deparbment Auazm%m
D AL L T e TR
ng th y beginning & Bielie, and oload
ok 5400 pats Subsequenk m«mwmmw

| nformbion as 4o sessions and speskers,

Tho Division of Negre Affairs solisits the support of

- your srzeniastion and urges Yhe mewbership te sbtend and
partioipaty in the session dieoussions which willibe epan
to the publin, |

The wnolosed ‘relesse oontains exoerpts from persons who
have asoribed do this progrems

Very sinecerely yours,

, Bomer Marbin Lancasber

. : Advigor on Negro M L]
Enole Us 8¢ Depariwont of Commerce
EMLydnd '
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| Dmar :nv’ﬁ;ugﬁlyz‘ :

N /Tha F&rab %nnuﬁl Cvnfm*anag of Negre Pusiness spons sored
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"havﬁraﬁﬂfibnﬁ Lo vhia xrogr@&;

Vory truly yours,
Fmmor Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Nepro Affalvs

U. 8. Departront of Commerce

IMLtdmh
Fnal.




Bareh 20, 1941

¥yrs, Josephine L. Belford
286 Holbrook Avenue
Detroit, Michlgan

Doeor Mra. Belford:

In acecordunce with thoe rscue .t of Congresspen 0'Erien
you are invited do aticond o confersncs on the Negro
in Business lo the Depurtoont of Commeorce suditoriuwm
April 18th and 19th.

The onelosed releass contadns o bried spatomaent of the
copferoncs, opd gubsgsonuent relsuess: 11l anpowics de-
tailed Information su 50 speslors 2wl sc88ildls.

Vory truly yours,

Bmer Martin Lomcaster
adviger on Hegro affalrs
U. 8. Depgurtrent of Commoerce

ML deh
Inel., 1
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August 15, 1946

¥r. B. T. Bradshaw

President~Treasurer

Virginia Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Co.
Richuwond 19, Virginia

Dear Nr. st

The U. 8. Department of Commerce, upon the approval
of Becretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Busineas to be held in the Commerce auditorium
October- 17-'18*191 19460 . N

- A brochure containing an amnouneement of the conferb
ence and the discussion toples is in the process of prepare-
tion and is required to be submitted to the Government Printe
ing Office on the morning of August 27. Photographs of pro-

minent Negroes in businesa will adorn this brochurs and accord- .

ingly, we reguest that you furnish us with a copy of your
personal photograph of glossy print about & x 10¢ inches in
sise to be included therein., 'It is respectfully urged that
your photograph be received in our office not 3.ater than
August 26e ! e

Very sincerely yours,

Bomer Martin Lancaster
Adviger on Negro Affairs

EdlLsdmj




August 15, 1946

#r. Lie Gv Blount

Secretary-Ganeral Hanager

The Great Lakes Mutual Insurance Co.
301 Ragt Warren Avenue

Detroit 1, Michigan

Dear Mr. Blownts

The U. 8. Department of Commarce, upon the anproval
- of Secrstary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Confersnce on

the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce suditorium,
October 17-18-19, 1946,

A brochure containing an snnouncement of the conference

and the discugsion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office
on the morning of August 27. Photographs of prominent Hagroes
in business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request
that you furnish us with a copy of your perscnal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 10% inches in aize to be included therew
in.

It is respectfully urged that your photograph be received
in our cfﬁce not later than August 26.

Yary truly yours »

Emmer Martin Lancaster
. Adviger on Negro Affairs

EdLidm}




August 15, 1946

Mr. J. B. Biayton

Carnegie Professor of Business Adm.
Atlanta University

Atlanta, Gecrgia

Dear Mr. Blaytons

The U. 8. Department of Commerce, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditoriwm,
October 17=18«19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference ' .
and the discussion topice is in the process of preparation and
ig required to be submitted to the Government Printing Gffice on
the moruing of August 27. Photographs of prominent Hegroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we reguest
that you furnish us with & copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 104 inches in size to be included thersine

It is respectfully urged that your photograph be received in our - kR

office not later than dugust 26¢

Very sincerely yours,

Eumer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EMLsdm]
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August 15, 1946

Rev. J. 8. Bemn, Jr.

Regional Vice~President
Hational Negro Business League
716 South 19th Street
Philadelphia, Pa.

Dear Mr, Bennt
The U. S. Department of Commerce, upon the approval

of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
the Regro in Business to be held in the Commerce auditorium,

‘October 17-18-19, 1946.

A brochure containing an announcement of the conference
and the discussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Govermment Printing Office on
the morning of August 27. Photographs of prominent Negroes in

" business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we reguest

that you furnish us with a copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print about 8 x 10} inches in size to be included therein.
It 1s respectfully urged that your photograph bs received in our
office not later than August 26. :

Very sincerely yours,

Ennmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

mL:dmj
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August 12, 1946

Mizs Mary J. Barrett, Secretary
Progressive Business Alliance, Inc.
7122 Gedar Avenue .

Cleveland 3, Ohio

Dear !isa Barretts

The U, S. Depertment of Commerce, upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference on
-the Negro in Businesz to be held in the Comumerce suditorium,
October 17-18-1%, 1946. . :

4 brochure containing sn announcement of the conference
and the dlscussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Qffice on
the morning of August 28, Photographs of prominent Negroes in
bueiness will adorn this brochure and eccordingly, we request
that you furnish us with & copy of your personal photograph of
glossy print sbout 8 x 104 inches in size to be included thersin.
It 1s respectfully urged that your photograph be received in our
office not later than August 27. ‘

" Very sincerely yours,

Bumer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EdL:dm}




Avgust 19, 1946

Mr. W. R. Butler, Manager
Groff Hosiery Co.

324 South Rampart Street

New Orleans, Loulsiana

Dear Nr. Butlers B¢

The U. 8. Departm of Gommer\oe s upon the approval
of Secretary Wallace, is spotisoring the Second Conference on
the Negro in Business to be held in the Gommerce audi torium,
October l7~18~19, 19464

A brochure containing an mnouncmeat of the conference
and the discussion topics is in the process of preparation and
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing Office on ‘
the morning of August 28. Photographs of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and accordingly, we request.
that you furhish us with a copy of your perscnal photograph of

‘glossy print about 8 x 103 inches in size t¢ be included therein,

It is respsctfully urged that your phobogrmh be received in our
office not latar thm luguat- 2'7‘

\

' 3l fl ' '
Very sinbarh&.y‘ yours, o

Bamer MartiniLancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EMLsdmj




August 13, 1946

Mr. Claude A. Barnett, Director
The -Assccliated Negro Press

3507 8outh Parkeay

Chicago 15, Illinols

Dear ¥r. Barnetts

The U. 8. Departnent of Commerce, upon the approval-
of Secretary Wallace, is sponsoring the Second Conference om
‘the Negro in Business to be held in the Gamereo auditorim, ‘,,_
October 1'7«}.8-19, 19464 i

;

F 3 bmeimro conteining an mnouneement of the conferenu
and the discussion iopica is in the process of preparation end
is required to be submitted to the Government Printing O0ffice on
the morning of August 28. Photographs of prominent Negroes in
business will adorn this brochure and sccordingly, we request:
that you furnish us with a gopy of your personal photograph of
‘glossy .print about 8 x 104 inches in sise to be included therein,
It is raapeatﬁally urgcd that your photograph be received in dur
office not later than August 27.

Very sincerely yours,

Eumer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

EiLsdm]




August 20, 1946

Mr. B. T. Bradshaw
President-Ireasurer
Virginia Mutual Benefit Life Ins. Co.
Bichwond 19, Virginia
Dear Mr. Bradshaw:
Rr. Lancaster is now attending the Business League
conference in Philadelphia, however I am sure that he would
wish me to thank you for promptly sending your photograph

to be included in the announcement of the second c@nférenco

on the Negro in Business. 1 am sure that the photpgmph

‘which you sent will be satisfactory.

Very sincerely yours,

Beatrice M. Johnson
Secretary to Mr. Lancaster
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V[RG]NIA MUTU BENEFH‘ Lire

Richmond 19,1 Virginia

August 19, 1946

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster ‘ :
Adviser on Hegro Affairs =~ = LT
U. S. Department of Commerce ' '

Washington-25, D. C.

Dear lir. Lancaster:

. I vas indeed glad to receive your letter of Augu st loth
“and to learn that the U. S. Department of Commerce is plannlng to:
sponsor the oecond Conferenoe on the uegro 1n’nus1ness.

Unfortunately, the only pnotograph that I have at thls
1me is the regulation new»paper cut size. I ami‘orwardlnfr this -
the hope thet it will be satisfactory. It it does not meet '
the requirements please so advise me and I shall make an effort to
obtain an 8 X 103 inch photograph. This will not be easy to do
at this time because all of our good photographcrs here are on’
vacation, but if 3 jou insist, you may rest assured that I shall put
forth every effort to ootaln‘oxactly what you vrant.

Sincerely yours,

B. T. Bradshaw, PreSident—Treasuref
VA. MUTUAL BENEFIT LIFE IBSURANCE CO.

BTB/b
enclosure




Osbover 10, 1941

Dy, W, He Boll, President
Ay and M, &3&}:?
Aloorn, Mississippl

Dsar Dr, Pell:

During the 1930 Census the Department of Commerce pree
s report op the Negro population of the United:

tes entitled "Negroes in the United Statess 1980 +
1982, Please advise if your school library contains
this volumee

Very traly yours,
Bumer Martin Lancesber

Adviser on Negro Affeirs
U, 8+ Deopartment of Comnerce

R s dimhy




Mr, Willlam A, Dailey
Hegro Business Speelalist
Bureeu of the Census
¢46y Club Budlding
Washinghon, D. C4

Dear My Baileys

My, Jesse U, Jones, Seoretary of Comucree, has advised all agenoles
within the Departument to revise their possetime progrems to mecet the
emergencies of the present war comflict, Accordingly, the Division
of Nagro Affairs has repleced its pre«war program with the emclosed
plan of aohion,

The victory program of the 1,700 member organizabions of the Unlbed B

States Chamber of Commerce was of such megnltude thet the President
expressed his grebibude, publiolys I sm convinoed that Negroes in
buginess desire thel thedy patriotimm shall mot be surpessed Ly eny
other business orgenisebion and thelir traditional loyslty to the Governs
ment remain inviclate,

I regpectfully urge that you serve on the planning committee of
your state, and you may select that operetion suitebdle to your talents,
Your stebe shnirman will commumicate with you on the teohnique, assigne
monte and protgdure best sdapted to your loocality,

You are advised to communlcate with this office frequontly and
your oritiolsns of this endeavor ape inviked, In order thab our nexb
war relense, containing the agtion of cur commibbees, might recsive
proper Yining and adequate publicity, please reply immedistely to this
commmioation, ‘

Vary sincerely yours,

Ymmer Hartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Us Se Department of Commerce

m:dﬁ




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1941

Mre WAlliay Ay Balley

Section Chief, Buresu of the Census
gty Club Budlding

Waghington, ng -

Dear Mr, Balleys

The offiolsl proceedings of the recent Negre Business
Conference mm in Weshingtion, DBy Uy have been

proseuted
%6 the Commerge Dupliosbi mﬂm for preparetion end

will be ready for publiscation next weels It has bemn
suggestad that a statement bo seoured from eash membey
wﬂhamamemmmmmmummm
sthondod the Comferemse with reference to his Impresw
sions thereofy Thase fes will Yo released siwale
teseously with the ds.n Yobion of the procsedingss

I mall be plemsed o reseive your impression of the
mma and sny oomstrustive oriticiams you wish to
*

Vory truly yours,

Bamer Martin Lansasber
Adviser on Negro Affalrs
ML sdng Uy 8¢ Topertment of Commores




FOREWORD

In considering Negro Business apart from
all businesses, one must remember that only
Individuals and Partnerships are represented.
So that, though appreciable, the Negroes who
own stock in and control certain Business Cor-
porations are not taken into consideration in
the preparation and presentation of the follow=-
ing data.




TABLE I

From this summary it is easily seen; that of the 45,954 busimess
establishments operated by Negro Proprietors or Firm Members, slight-
ly over 51 percent were in retail; less than 1/10 of one percent were
in wholesale, and the remainder or nearly 49 percent were in service,
exclusive of amusements and tourists camps. Negro Hotels constitute
6/10 of one percent of the total establishments.

Of the $77,174,000 received by these establishments, the retail,
although constituting slightly more than 5) percent of the establishe-
ments accounted for more than 63 percent of the receipts; the whole-
sale establishments, while constituting less than 1/10 of one percent
of the establishments accounts for more than 2/10 of one percent of
the sales, Hotels which were 6/10 of one percent of the establish-
ments supplied nearly one percent of the receipts; while service which
had more than 48 percent of the establishments had less than 36 per-
cent of the ssales.

Individual Proprietors and Firm Members followed almost the
game ratio as the establishments.

Of the 26,802 employees, service accounted for more than 52 per-
cent, while retail had almost 46 percent. Hotels had nearly 2 per-
cent and wholesale the balance. The payroll followed almost similar
lines.




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON
October 15, 1940

MEMORANDUM TO MR. EMMER M. LANCASTER
ADVISOR OF NEGRO AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
TASHINGTON, D. C.
FROM: MR. WILLIAM A. BAILEY
Attached here-to are the names of some Manufactur-

ers whom you may care to contact, in furtherance of your

business plans.

Respectfully Submitted,

,
{1{iem A. Bailey

/
i
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R o S S i b i

CEICAGO —-~ MAMUTACTURERS

L
NAVE “33

Autoriobile Spark Plugs Manufacturers
B-4-Al1l1 Spark Plug

Beverages Manufacturers
South Side Bottling Works

Caskets Manufacturers
Consumer Casket Company
Continental Casket Mfg, Company
Weshington & Wright Cesket Company

Dresses - Manufacturers
Iola Dress Manufacturing Company
‘9 Standard Garment Mfg, Company
Tenya Shoppe

Exterminators (Mfg, of Insecticides)
Home stead Products Company
Megic Insect Exterminator Company

Gasoline & 0il Burners - Manufacturers
/ Jackson Sam & Son

Ice Cream - Manufacturers
{ Service Links Ice Cream Company

Incense Manufacturers
{ Jap O Oriental Incense Company

Lemp Shades Factory
[ Fome Lamp Shade Factory

Mattress - Manufacturers
/ Ilewis Brothers

Sausage Manufacturers
Parker HEouse Sausage Company
.5 Triangle Sausage Company
Uncle Jerry's Sausage Company

Shirt - Manufacturers
( Weshington, G, J. Shirt Mfg. Company

Shoe Polish Manufacturers
| Green C, H., & Company

Tooth Powder Manufacturers
{ Welters Tooth Powder Company

ADDRE SS

3619 Cottage Grove

4732 Indiana Avenue

3946 S5, State Street
3840-44 5, State Street
4521 8, State Street

137 E. 5lst Street

47 E, S51lst Street

1619 Simpson Street,
Evanston, Ill,

407 B, 35th Street
3830 Cottage Grove

3151 Indiana Avenue

5314 S, State Street

4702 S. State Street

5011 Calumet Avenue

5141 Wabash Avenue

4605 &, State Street
5434 S, State Street
5831 S. State Street

3843 Indiana Avenue

105 E, 35th Street

2542 Cottage Grove




CHICAGO = MANUFACTURERS
{Continued)

NAME

Toilet Preparations Manufacturers
Accurate Chemical Company
Apex Hair Company, Inc.

Davila Beatrice Mme,
M, A. C. Laboratory

Murray Superior Products Company

- C'Neal Chemical Company

Overton Hygienic Mfg, Company
Poro Toilet Preparations
Porter's Premier Products Co,
Raynor, H., B, Chemicel Co., Inc,
Teverbaugh, Lena

Ward, Marguerita Co., Inc.

.\4
7
7

Tailors - Manufacturing
{ Monarch Tailoring Company

New Car Dealer
/ Gaines, Dan

Cigar Manufacturers
Lane, Henry 8.
2, Smith, George G.

Toilet Preparations
- 0tPal Manufacturing Company
~  Black Beauty Compsany

Window Shades Mfg., Company
J. C. Butler
% sSouth America Window Shade Co.

ADDRESS

4320 5. Michigan Avenue

412 E, 47th Street
5817 Lafeayette Avenue
4015 Indiana Avenue
3610 8. Cottage Grove
4553 Champlain Avenue
3653 S, State Street
4415 S, Parkway

4417 8, State Street
3659 Indians Avenue
3626 Giles Avenue

404 E, 47th Street

3446 S, State Street

4510 Cottage Grove

5600 S, State Strest
4337 Langley Avenue

4635 S, State Street
4015 Indiana Avenue

623 E, 47th Street




MANUT ACTURERS

NAME

Mrs. U. S. Bond
Casket Factory

The Brown Gas Log Company

Brown Bomber Baking Powder Company

ADDRESS

Madison, Arkansas

Sawmill Run Boulevard
Pittsburgh, Penn.

New York, N. Y.




. _Botes

The effect of such balancing has been shown for the field ~f agriculture, and
we further find that all the States except South Cerolina, Alabama, Missiscippi,
Arkansag, Louisiana,xgklahoma, and Texss could stend en increase in their Negro
farm operators and™such an increase would balance the farms operasted by Negroes with
the total proportion of all-peresnt—ef Negro populstion, so that the percent of
Negro-operated farms would bear the same ratio to all farms as the retio for th=
Negro populetion bears to the total population.

The table for belancing the Negro farm population is attached hereto, made
a part hereof,

The same ratio¢ proportion has been followed through for woolen mills, textile
mills, rubber factories, postal service, street railways, telegraph and telephone
lines, insurance and real estete businesses, sutomobile agencies, wholesasle and
retail trade ( with thgégxceptibn of automobile agencies),
professional serv&cesf“semi-profession&l servicesy in other words, we should

. . ek . Sow. . .
seek to obtain our proportionate share, in 51l trades, ocrupations, and professions.

It must be noted in passing that the Negro when freed,was simply turned loos -
on the existing system, witiocut any effort being made at the time to integrate him
into all the occupations; so that, he must gravitate, and tended to gravitete, to
those occupations entered with least resistance; to wit, domestic and personal
servicef and unskilled labor.

No attempt ha%" oen made since ememncipation to ingegrate the Negro into
trades, occuvations and'he is being left to drift in the same unbalanced way that
he was et the time of his emancipation. It stands to reason, that the progress,
though phenomenal, has not been &s great as it would have,had some definite
balancing been put into operation to integrete him into all occupastions, trades,oqd

professions,

It is believed that such an effort should be made by the churches, sbhools and
ell orgenizations, inclhding those foundations furnishing money for the furthering
of Negro education,to integrate the Negro into the population in the plan presented
above,

What would be the objection to that? It would be that the Negro population
ig not static, It might be said in this conpection that the Italian population,
Jewish populetion, Japanese population, and foreigh-born population is not static,
yet ib is integrated in our American system of occupations to & greater degree than
is the Negro., The objection might be made that the Negro hss not sufficient money
to integrate himself. To this we would ssy that bé has theszmoms§y, 284 the means
end labor and brains im which he has displayed in sufficient guantity to carry
through a capable im occupational integration,
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON May 6, 1941

Dr, Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor, Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D, C,

Dear sir:
Enclosed will be found tabulations on longshoremen and

sailors as per our conversation of recent date,
Inasmuch as it may be necessary to load the ships in the
Atlantic seaport will all possible speed and, ineasmuch as trouble may be shtuiwaxi i
encountered in finding sufficient qualified men to load the ships as well as

to perve as crews for same, this tabluation is submitted for your use and

information.
o
Mﬂﬂ“”j/ f7 A 'Vé;ywmespectfully submitted
e AN s ,,) L \
e"/r I N / - ] - o, A
e B Qk,&,&liwz\
7 . :
{ P.S. Detailed LD, tion will be found in following Census publications:

{“Negroes in Umited States 1920-32
Occupational statistics, 1930

\\\X (1940 figures not yet available)

Nw{\‘ﬂfﬁf . |
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Buresu of Census
City Club Building
Washington, D. C.
April 23, 1941

Dr. BEmmer M, Lancaster
Advisor, Negro Affeirs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr. Lancaster:

In furtherance of our recent conversation
concerning Negro Business in the Nation's Capitel, there
is enclosed herewith certain statistical data calculated
to fit somewhere in your plans.

It is, however, in this regard, well to
suggest that a definite goal be set, which shall be at-
tained without too much effort, and that a long range
plan for business in this area be worked out. By es-
taeblishing an easily reached goal, and careful long
range planning, there is no reason why group business
cannot be doubled in this area,

Respgctfully su

.

ENCL.

WAB: g




Possibtle

reas (District of Columbi

siness Penetration

Tract Number (1930) Negro Population Percent Wegro Illitsracy
10 17,482 8.7 5.2 %
14 19,145 64.1 2.2
11 10,951 47.1 2.7
25 1,181 55.2 0.2
28 11,728 48.9 6.4
29 6,389 70.3 6.5




Suggested Lines for Business Penetration

Lssembler of Farm Produce

Poultry, Butter, and fggs Store
( Furniture

Second Hand Store ( Refrigerators
( Apparel

Filling Stations

Fuel (0il, Coal, Ice)

Liquor Stores (Packaged)

Sof't Drink Manufacturing Company

Fruit and Vegetable Market

Building and Ioan Company

Lumber and Building Materials

Laundry and Linen Service




Y
W,

Total
Agriculture 291
Forestry and Fishing 4
Extraction of Minerals 47

Manufacturing and Mechaniecal Industries 10,149

Transportation 6,232
Trade ' 5,982
Public Service 8,263
Professional Service 4,550
Domestic and Personal Service 34,937
Industries Not 8Specirfied 2,675

73,230

Male

285

47
8,613
6,078
5,379
6,626
2,570
9,707

2,438

41,747

Female

1,536
154
1603
1,637
1,980
25,230

237

31,383




Mr, Joseph Vi Dolor
Divigion of Negre Research and Flanniug
Department ¢f Lator end Industry

Kmim;rg, { Pa.,

Deer Mra Baker:
o kS

» Y %&#@ E, Jones, Secrebmry of Commerce, hes advised all agoncles
within the Department to revise thelr pecsetime progrems te meet the
euergoacios of the present wer eonflict, Acoordingly, the Division

of Nogro Affeirs hes repleced its pre-war program with the enclosed
plan of sotlon, ‘

i i

, ‘Thqul:siiamw progrem of the 1,700 member organizations of the Unibed
- States Cheaber of Commerse wes of such megnibuds thet the President
exprosged his, grafliude, publicly, I sn eonvineed vhat Negroes in
busingss dasire thab their petrictiem shall nob be surpessed by sny
othor, busingess orgenlisablon and their btraditiomsl loyalty to the Governe
mgdt rewain dovioletes :
s I respagbfully urge that you sorve on the plamming committes of
gwr siate, pud you may select thad operation sultabls to your talentas,
Your stake ghairmen will commnicate with you on the teshnique, assighe
mente and progedure beat adapted to your locality,

¥

Tou ape ddvised te communicabe with this of'fice frequently and
your oriti¢isug of this endeavor are invited, In ordor theh our nexb
war reledsg, containing the action of our commibtees, might recelve
proper Liming and adequate publicity, please reply lmmedietely to this
sommunicatlon,

Very simcerely yours,

Emasr lartin Lamsaster
g Advisor on Negro Affairs
i Us 8. Dopartment of Gommerce




‘COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
B BUREAU OF RESEARCH AND |NFORMAT|ON

DIVKSION -OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING
HARR]SBURG

#610 South Offlce Ru1ld1ng - ‘G#

=-Mr Jesse H;—Jones ;Secretary
"Denartment of “ommerc
'D.‘C.

e : ~i¥f llfyou klndly send me - several ooples of;your man
"officia leroceedlngs of . therFlrst Annual Gonferencevon the

‘BusineSS"; .r‘,,';_ Sy , ..‘,1 .1¢“‘_ u»vrr : 1”

.

Frances S. Butler

for Ioseph V. Ba}cer Chief




Jamnary 19, 1942

¥re Jessph V. Baker
Department of Labor and Industry
Buresn of Resesrcoh sud Information
610 South Office Building
Harrisburg, Pee

Dear lir. Bskers

mm:mmamm«x.am, Secretery of
Commerce, bu Franses S, Butler, has been referred to my
mmrarqmmmm@.

Wupummrmmmmmmwﬁu
of the Negro Business Conference Proceedings in complisnce
with your regquene

Very truly yours,

Enmeyr Martia Laxcaster
Adviser on Hegro Affalrs

Us S« Department of Commeroe

EMLadn}

|
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
BUREAU OF RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING
HARRISBURG

August 20, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser
Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Léncaster:

Thank you for your letter of August 1l.

, I regret that I was unable to forward my
reply before now, but I have just now returned to my

desk after an extended trip. I hope my delay has not
inconvenienced you,

[The Conference, I feel, was timely and
helpful and that the United States Department of Commerce

should be congratulated for having the forethought to call
such a meeting]

With heartiest best wishes,

Sincerely,

JVB/h ‘Joseph/V. Beake

Y SBoby




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1941

A

¥ry JG&QP& V. Bgkor

Diviglon of Negro Research and Planning
Dopartmant of Lebor and Indusbyy
Commomwealth of Pennsylvania
Herrisburg, Penuny,

Pear Yr, Dekars

The officlal proceadings of the recent Negro Business
Conferenge held inm Washingtom, Dy C4 have bsen presented
to the Commercs Duplioating Seotion for prespretion and

will be ready for publisation mext weske It haw been

suggested that e statemsnt bo meouved fram eash member
of the Nabionnl Committee on $he Negre im Pusiness who
attended the Conferense with reference to his Improme

sions thereofy, These replies will be relessed simle

tancously with the distribution of the proesedinge,

I shall be pleased to recsive your lmpression of the
amr-” rence and any oonsbruotive oriticisms you wish to
ofsor,

Very sruly yours,
Fmmey Harbin Lancastor

Adviser on Negro Affelirs
U, 8¢ Doparbtment of Commerce

EML ydnj




April 4, 154}

My, Joseph V. Bakey

Pivision of NHegro Ressarch and Flamming
Department of labor and Indastry
Comsoymgalth of Permsylvanin
Harpisburg, Pennse

Deay Mp, Bakers

1 ws plensed to know that you will abbend the conferw
enos i1 Yashingbon this monbhe AL the reguest of
Advisers I have 1imited the mmber of apeskers in
arder bo &llow more hime for ddsoussion on t}w £loore

Your position with the Commouwenith of Penngylvania
naturally Jemds imporiance to sxy peoposals whish you
wight prosent, snd I would 3dke for you e astively
partioipake An the disgussion although I have nob
assigned you any m&m; port on the programs Since
the Buresu of Forelgn and Domestis Commerom will male
wxoarpbs of 1l proposals, I think it adviseble that
propaved meamssripbs by all whe periieipate in the
seseions be presinted,

Very singersly yours,

Emmoy Martin Lanocsater
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U, 8, Department of Commeree
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

April 2, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Advisor Negro Affairs

U.Ss Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I merely drop this note to say that I am
glad to accept the appointment to your Advisory Committee and will
take whatever assignments on the program you should like me to have

during the conference. I am sending you a mat.

With heartiest best wishes,
Sincerely,

Baker.

| % /@M\Zi\

JVBsw




Mareh 12, 194)

Mre Josoph V. Baker
2563 North Broad Street

Dear Mr. Baler:

During the pesé year communioations were addressed o you with
reference to the formation of a National Negro Busivess Come
wittes and Conferencs %o affest & more adsquate intepration
inbo the 9 tmont of Commorve of Negross engeged in businesse
Regently, the oconferenos and oomities were approved by tiw
Seoretary of Comuersy, snd o prelimivary smmowcement thoroef
hag bosn propared and mlmitted to the Departmontty Fross
Buresu for mam» veloass,

Lebbeyn on £ile indioate that approved of this progrsm,
and I sm pleased o amiounte at%mﬁmcmmtho?ﬁw
in Bupiomsw will be held Fridey and Saburday, Apri) l8th
%ﬁg 18 the Depertment of Cowmmrows Auditorium, Washingbon,

¢ Ve

subseguent ﬂ&mn conbaining the gesdions, spealwrs and
mgmwm&mmmmmm e In order %o complete
our progres and mzv with the u of newspapers fop
. 3Mm wﬂmd& Shonding the #Mw&i we mnmgmw
urge you wend your photiograph and advise us as to yowr
“stbendence st your very serliest oppertunity.

of Comeres will not be sble to de the
m or ascommodation expensex of cowmdttoe P8,
mdmmm m-mwammwmwcmm

We oxpeat your sctive participetion in the conference disous=
sions, and I wwadt your replye

Very truly yours,

Eomr Martin Lencaster
, Adviser on Negro Affeirs
EHLydng UsBs Dmpartment of Commerce




“of the

October 25, 1940

Mr, Joseph V. Bekor
2588 NYorth Broad Street
Philodelphin, Pue

Dear My Bakers

The confeyense of the pmua National Negro
Businews Adviso gﬁm Ly upon the request

T of Cormoree, has Loem poNte
poned watd)] & laber dabs 4n order thet the
newly eppoinked Seoretary of Comweree, e
Hong Jeses Hy Jomen; may have adequaie opporw
tunlty te sffect yewergenisation plens m aumr
aonniderationy '

Mumsmmmmmwemm
sonferente will go forwsrd ot an early deke
next yoar, Please advize if you will oenbimse

te #erve A & menber of the Cownoils

Cordially yours,

Bemer Martin Lensagter
Adviger on “egro Affairs
Uslle Depurtmont of Conmersve

op AT

e
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COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY
DIVISION OF NEGRO RESEARCH AND PLANNING

HARRISBURG

253 North Broad St.
Philadelphia, Pa.

September 27, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

United States Department of
Commerce, Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of

September 26.

I am both glad to hear thet you are
going to actually create your Advisory Council and to
tell you that I shall be honered to give to it what-
ever I may have in the way of a contribution.

Let me add that it seems to me that
et this time such a definite move on the part of the
United States Department of Commerce is a very splendid
and almost prophetic undertaking. I enjoyed talking
to you in Detroit and I do hope that we will have the
chance to meet again.

With heartiest best wishes,

(]m,/ﬂ//%‘—_'

JosepV. Bhker, Chief
Divigion of Negro Resesarch
JVB:st and/Flenning




September 26, 1940

¥r, Joseph Bakey
230 Barlhem Tevtace
Germantown, Pu.(l!

Dear Mr. Bekers

During the conferenmce in Detroit of the National Negro
Business lLeague, I addressed the moonday luncheon of
the Booker T. Washingtom Trade Association, on a pro-
posed National Negro Business Advisory Couneil in the
Department of Commerce. It is my impreseion that you
wore present om that cccasion and heard this proposal
explained in details The purpose of this iauquiry is
to asocertain if you will serve as s member of this
Advigsory Counoil. '

Details pertaining to the program snd dete of the oon-
ference will be ocutlined later in the form eof a Departe
mont release.

I awalt your reply.
Respeotfully yours,

Bumer Martin lLencaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us 84 Department of Commerce.

BML: DMH

1
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January 24, 1942

Dr, Willlsn H, Bell, Presidext
Aloorn A and ¥ Colleze
Alcorn, Miscissippi

Dear Dra Bells

M¥ry Jomse He Jones, Seoretmry of Commerce, has advised all agemoles
ﬁ%&n%W%mﬁmﬁwﬁW&m progrens Yo meek the
energaacien of the preseat war conflicks Accordingly, the Divisionm
of Negro Affeirs hes replaced ibs preewny program with the emclosed
plsn of setlion which has been spproved by the 0Pflee of the Seeretary,

You have recelved & lebter Dram e Albon L. Holsey, explaining
the neiure of our revsnt conference wherein it was sgread that the |
Regiomel Vice Preaidenta of the Lesgue shell serve as State Chairmens
I reapoetfully wrge that you mecepl the Cheirmemship of your State Flane
ning Commities and suggest that you notify the members of the Natiemal
Conmittee on the Hegre in Husiness and delegates Lo the Wushimghbon Come
ferense, whom I desire to inelude as members of your comnittes, This
does meb previude you frou goleobing obther persoms of your cholse, mor
are you resiricted as to the technlgue smd procedure of sxecuting this
plan of sctiomy Furthermore you are ab liberty bo smend, alber, or
explify thisg progrem sad yomr oritleism of this endeavor is imi‘bﬁ.

The Second Annual Conferemee cn the Negro in Business, vaich the
Department of Commerce bes unot yeb finally approved, is temtabively
moheduled for April mnm 1942, A1l Stabe Chalrmen will be urged
%o atbend this conforence and present in porson & report of thelr re-
spsctive Stave scbtivibies, These raports w1l be ineluded in the offiw
¢ial conferente proceedings of the Tepartwent of Tommerce and distribubed
widely smeng organizabions, businesemen, govermuent specialists, libraries,
end other intereshed persons,

Please advise me %ﬁmww 1f you will zccept this assigmmenty

Very sinosrely yours,

Pmmer Mertin lansaster
&Maar on Kagw afftirs

EMisdmd




Dy William H, Bell, President
Aloorn A, and ¥ Gollege
m@my mﬂﬂi‘QipP’r

Depar Drs Bells

Mry Josse Hy Jomes, Ssoretary of Commerce, has advised all sgencies
within the Department to revise their poasstime progrems to most the
sergonsiss of the present war sonflict, Accordingly, the Divisiom
of Negro Affairs has replaced its preewsr program with the emelosed
plan of sotiom, ,

The wiotory program of the 1,700 member organisetions of the United
States Chanber of Commerod was of such magnitude that the President
exprossed his graditude, publioly. I am oonvincsd that Negroes ia
business desire theat thelr patriokism shall mot be surpassed by emy
other business crganisation sitd their Sraditiomsl loyalty to the Goverms
ment remain inviolate.,

I respectfully urge that you serve on the plamning commititee of
your stiate, and you mey seleoct that operation suitable to your talents.
Your sbate ohalrmen will oommmicante with you on the technique, assigne
manks and prosedure best adapted to your losality,

You are advised to commmiloate with this office frequently and
your oritioiens of this endeavor are invited, In order that our mext
war relensy, eontaining the astion of our committess, might receive
proper ﬂ::ug and adequate publieiby, please reply Ammediately Lo this
scmmmionbion,

Very aincerely yours,
Emner Martin Lagossber

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Us S¢ Department of Commeros

EML s dmd




‘WM. H. BELL
. - PRESIDENT

learn (_A & . @Inl[egei

ALCORN MISSISSIPPI

-~Mr. Fromer Martln.Lanc&ster

Adv1ser on Negro Affairs

Eashlngton, D..C,

s have a COpj of NEGROES

‘October 16, 1941

U..s. Dep&rtm@nt of -Comme fre

Repr1ng to your 1nqu1xy of October
re pleased to. advise that our llbrarv

AN THE UNIT“D G”ﬁTb

. FOR PASSENGERS FREIGHT ‘AND' EXPRESB '

LORMAN MISS.




Hovewber 26, 1941

Drs Willien H, Bell, President
Aecen College
Alcorn, Micsissippl

Dear Dr. Bell:

The Comtract Distribubion Divisfon of 0.P.M, has initisted
a plan to avail to manufdobturers snd pessons in busineas,
facilities for defense conbroct ordors,

On the 10%h of Novembey, three spsclel Yrains left Waghe
ington for & tour throughout the coumbtry to infom warum
fecturers dnd smell businessmen ss to the function of the
Contract Distributiop Division and the procedure Lo 3¢e
cure defense contracts and procurement orderss Govorne
mend officials from he QeF.la, Army, Navy and Varitinme
Comission will aevo y these trains end advise businosse
nen on defense technlquas ‘

In my judgment this de an opportunity for Negrees in busie
ness Yo become acguainted with this defonse service, and
the purpose of this cormunication is to inform you sad
other prominent pérsons in business who deaire to lnspesd
these defense exhibits, the date and place of these defense
traine, These trmins will be on digpley December 1Gth in
Jackeon, Mirss These zpecisl traing dre not open to thw |
publie, and admigelon thereto is by cards issued by field -
offican of the Contrust Distribubion Division of the 0,P.Mp;
which for your information is located et thr Tawer Building,

mmber 610, Jackson, Misse 4 :
The Weshington office hag been requosted 4o advise the

various fleld offices to include colored businesswen iit
the inspestion tour of these trains, and I think it ade

i
i

. wiseble that you contack your fleld office immediatelys:

Plemse lebt me lnow the outoame of your efforts.
Very truly yours,
Erwper Martin Lancaster

Adviger on Negro Affairs
Ue 84 Dupsrtment of Comuerce

EMLs dmh
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It would be stark nonsense for me to write at length in an effort to extol

the worth of the Conference of the Negro in Business called in Washington April

18, 19, 1941, because I know of no better way of getting to the crux of the problem
of the Negro race than for the leaders in the fields of business and education to
be called together by the United States Department of Commerce to discuss this

problem. I see a better day lurking in the distant future for the race when the

breach between the Negro in business snd the Negro in education--although ungrounded--

is spanned by mutual and common understanding on the part of both. We must realize
the interdependence of business and education and that each is indispensible to the
other,

It is as important that men in business relie more heavily upon the
Federal Government far the kind of service it is so capable of rendering because
of its technique and influence upon the entire economic system of our country as
upon the level of education for the basis of business. It should be of paramount
concern to men in business to know of the effect of certain legislations and edu-
cation upon production and consumption of goods and services. Contrariwise, the
educator should be interested in the result of improved business status on the
support and endowment of egucationf“i

By and Large, business must place its hopes in educational institutions
for execﬁtives, economists, engineers, intelligent labor etc. Iikewise, educational
institutions must place its hopes in business for greater support. The ignorant
or uneducated man seldom if ever improves methods of production or mekes any con-
tribution to the elevation of business efficiency; he is never = leader in fashions
and styles which meke for greater demands on production. It is not he who buys and
remodels his home; who buys radios and first-class of 21l consumer goods etc. I
would hold in contempt a race or people whose business was pitched to the tone of

demands from its ignorant members. Therefore, I wish to commend the spirit that

. e il
o it et 2




lies behind the Conference, 2nd say again that I envisage a better day for the
Negro when we take steps toward allying education and business and at the same

time avail ourselves of the cooperation and services of the Government.

Algdm A & M College
corn, Mississippi

L s i

s i et B s e s




WM. H. BELL
PRESIDENT

Aleorn A, & M. College

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

LORMAN, MISS.
August 25’ 191.;,1 FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
washington, D. Ce

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It is probably too late to serve your pur-
pose; however, I am pleased to enclose herewith a
statement of the April Conference as per your request
August 11 which you may use as a whole or in part
according to your desire.

Sincerely yours,

Wu\
m. Bell; )

W, He
Président.
a/
Fnc.




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

nf't e B‘ Bﬁn
Aloorn Ay & Ny &nnm
Aloorn, Mississippl

Dear Dy, Bells

The of ficisl yiings of the vecent Negro Duminess
Cenforense Mg 4 in Wiashingtom, Dy Us have bown prosented
to the Comerde Duplicating Sestion for preparetion and
will s ready for publication next wesk, It has been
sugzested 4hat a stetement bs secursd frum sach member
of the Nakional Comittee om the Negre in Rusiness who
shtondsd the Conferenss with reference bo his improse
sions therenfy Theme ins will be relessed simile
tanuously with the distribubion of the proosedingss ,

I stell be plessed to reveive your impresslon of the
Conferense snd any construstive oritioimms you wish ¢e
offery

Very truly yours,

Bwaer Mertin Lancaster
Adviser on Negre Affelirs
EMLsdng Ue 8, Dapartment of Commerce
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Alcorn A, & M. Qollege

ALCORN, MISSISSIPP!

LORMAN, MISS.
WM. H. BELL N FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS
PRESIDENT August 4, 1941

E Hr. E¥mmer Martin Lancaster

: Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Visshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Replying to your letter of July 30 regard-
ing Miss Susan Liles of Akron, Ohio, I regret to
advise that we have no vacancy in the field of
her special preparation; however, we are filing
your letter for future reference znd should be
pleased to recommend her elsewhere if the occasion
arises.

I note with pleasure that the proceedings
of the Conference called last Spring will soon be
out. The report on our banks for 1939 and 1940
will prove interesting and helpful.

r ‘ I am requesting the secretary of the Security
Life Insurance Company to send you the infermation
desired, and I believe Mr. S. L. Ratliff, Principal
of the George Washington Carver High School, Tupelo,
Mississippi, is treasurer of the Magnolia Mutual Life
Insurance Company.

~— Looking forward to seeing you in Memphis,
f and with cordial good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

Pregident.

o .




sugust 4, 1941

Hr., ¥We H, ¥illiams, Secretary
The Security Life Insurance Co.
125% North Parish Streeb
Jackeon, Mississippi
Dear 8ir:

Please sand to Mr. \
Adviser on Hegro Affairs, Und
of Commerce, "*iaehmgt. ¥

a8 of December

Board oi’ Dlrectors.

ce Mr, sher




July 3G, 1941

Dry Willlem B, Bell
President, Alcorn Ae & M, College
Alsorn, Mesissippl

Deay Dr, Bells

Miss Susdn L§les of Akrom, Ohlo, desires av appointment as e
toachay in your iustitubion aud requests thal I interest you .
in hor behaife I have known Miss L¥les siuce ber high sohool
years and shs ia one of the few Akrdn girls who is zealowd in
the performsnse of assigsned beskse Bhe Las & very high moral
standard snd I feel she would be a fine influence emong sbtudents
anywhere, Hlgs Ifles is & personsl friend of sy wife and we

are all deeply inforested in sesing thet she lo properly placeds
Our commmity 1z swh thet very few qualified and prepared girls
gare sble to locete posibions that sre comparable to their traipe
ingy vouseguently, we ave em?amd 4o seourd suibable locabions
Por them e¢lsevheres I am enclosing & brief stetement of hey
sollege history and employment experisnces Auy consideration
shown Miss Gles will be deoply sppreciateda

I have Just submitbed Lo the Secrotary's Office for approwal
the oifficiel preceedings of owr recent Conferenves The steno-
grophie nelbes snd approvel of the Reoonmendetions end Findings
have boen dragging in slowlys This mocoumts largely for the
deliey in distribubing this volumeg however, I hope %o have Ib
$n the maile before the expirstion of the month,

I haye just cemplebed a condemsed reporh for the yeara 1939
and 1940 of owr twelve banlimg insbibubions owned end operated
by Negrosds The ppimciple items of thedr finaneial stalemonts
show & gradial luerease over the yesr of 1939, This repert
alse has beon sutmitbed o the Sworetaryts 0ffice for appiovele
In addiion, we have sanplled the stobememts of more then one
hwndred insurence od los showlng an appreciable advasce over
the year 1939 in the Sotal insuranee in foree, tobtal income,
and assebse I hope Lo complete this volume by the time the
Buasiness Lesgue Convention meels in Meuphis, however, this 14
& ptupendous task and we have beon in the prodess of collesting
and compdlidng these statistics since Februarye
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Dry Williss H, Bell)
July 30, 1541

It is impossible for us to know eash and every insurance cowmpeny
in the United Stabes owned hy Begroess I have just observed from
"Jost Insursmne Reports™ that the Security Life Insursmos Campeny,
and the Magnolis Mutwel Life Insuramce Company of Tuppale webe
orgenised in 1940, Tt wes my impressics that you wers Chalrman
of the Board of Directors of the former compsuy, but I do net
kuow whethor or not the latier company iz ownsd by Hegroess I
wonld like to seours from you the totel Insuremse in foree as of
Desember 31, 1940 im your sompsnys

I hope te ses you in Memphis and disouss some of the sotivities

of my offices | _
Very sincersly yours,
Emmgr Martin lanoastor
Adviser on Negro Affeirs
Baols Us 8o Department of Commoree
BiLsdn}

ro—




AMrorn ZA & 4. @nllege

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

WM. H. BELL ' ' LORMAN, MISS.

1 1 0 y . FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND ExPRESS
PRESIDENT ) warcr A 5

Mr, Emmer Mrrtln Lancester

- Adviser on Negro Affairs
~ U. S. Department of Commerce
'H‘ hlngton, b. C. :

',Dear,Mr;uLancaster:

hepljlnﬂ to your letter of the 27th,
A_ﬂPr@nldent Bell'is out of the office; however, I
Clam sure it" w111 be all rlght for you teo list his-
. name as & spe&kev on your program. Of course, I
oam’ cgrtaln he would want you to zssign him a: bpelelC
‘Pbubgect to Qpeak on-in keeping with the theme of your
meeting. Or you could -let him know what +he‘theme B
fls and mllom him to select his own subject. In’
V‘1e1ther case you may 1list his name on your. program
as’ SVSpeaker, and please do us. the courtesy of
”ivSOm:;dPtilled information reg afdlng this oonfernnce
jat Lhe ewrllest poswlble date

Sincerely yours,

(G5

K. AL Abraham
Secretary




lrs Ao As Abrahem
Seoretary o the Fresident
Aloorn 4, & M, College
Aloorn, Eiuu

Deay Mr, Abraham

R S I
8 ong of Prem olose
of sssh sddress the warious sessfons will be thrown ¢

4o thw 3o for disovesions. Mz&wﬂnmm
dtsoussion ax we gemerally understand that avrangement,

y Stuighed sibest en the ssms tasis. ‘”&ﬁ’m‘mm '

» ;] st ae other » 4
mm&mﬂmv.%m‘ Sinoe I must present the ldist of ’
speskers to the Covernment Printing Offies by April 1st,
plense gdvise if this srrengement is sntisfectory,

Very sincerely yours,
Fwer W Lagosatoy
Adviger

on Negro Affairs
Ue 5y Department of Commaroe

Eill s dng
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Alrorn A, & M. College

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

y LORMAN, MISS.
- wMm. H. BELL - ~ .
- PRESIDENT I.jia:{’ch /_lj l\;_}\;l FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Comerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster: !

President Bell is out of the office, but , !
has requested me to write you and ask that you please :
disregard that part of his letter of the 13th of
March in which he stated he would send you a specific
subject under the general caption, "Business Edu-
cation and the Negro" as soon as he figured out the
best approach to make to what he would say. He will
leave it to you to name the topic which you would
have him discuss.

r ‘ 5 : He prefers to serve on a panel rather ¥
' than be put down for an address on what the schools !
may or may not be doing in their training progrem. :
If you are interested in such an analysis of the
present programs of the schools with respect to
their training courses for business, Dr. V. V. Qak,
Wilberforce University, has given it more careful
‘ consideration than anybody else President Bell
— : ' knows.

! ‘ : Sincerely yours,

4.G bzl

A. A, Abraham, .
Secretary to President Bell.

/77
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Aleorn A, & M. Unllege

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

LORMAN, MISS.

March 13, 19/.;1 FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Ldviser on Negro Affairs

U. Se Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Your letter of the 1lth is acknowledged,
and I share the joy snd encouragement vhich you must
feel in getting the departmental approval of the plan
which you discussed in Detroit last August.

Your invitation to appear on the program is
indeed flattering, and no doubt could be done much
better by one with a larger contribution to make; how-
ever, I am amenable to your wishes and accept with a
great deal of pleasure.

I am sure you will want a specific subject
under the general caption, "Business Education and the
Negro," and as soon as I can figure out the best ap-
proach to make to what I may say I shall send it to
you. In the meantime, if there is any limit on the
date which it may be submitted, please let me know.

I am enclosing a picture as reguested and
shall await further information regsrding the confer-
ence.

With cordial good wishes,

Very truly yoytrs

resident.

Enc.
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¥areh 12, 1941

Dre Williem H, Bell, Pregidenk
The Aloorn A. & Ms College
Alcorn, Hissiseippi

Deay Drg &u&

During the mnt yoar commmications were addmaua to you with
yeference to the Nemstion of o Nationel Segro Business Coms
nittes and Conferenne to affect a more hdequate integrabion
into the Departmenty of Commores of Negroes engaged in business,
Reosmbly, the conferencs and sommitbes were approved by the
Secretary of Commeres, and o preliminary cxmouicomsnt therecf
has been prepared mud subtmitbted to the Depurtment's Press
Bayeau for immediake release,

Lebters on ﬂle mmam that you &g:md of this program,
and I an pleased to mmnounse that conferenss on the Negro
in Baslosss will be held Pridey and Saburday, spril l8th ami

%ﬂ&g in the mwmm of Commeros Auditorium, Washingbom,
s Uu

;h zghp goent ,,:;%’:? wnm&ﬂni ‘:;;a aau&ng, ag:ak;»m and
W diatriute ) * ordar Gm
our progean sud somply with the m?ém of newspapers for
a 1m of parsong ahtending the counference, we reapectfully

wrge thet you send your phobograph end advise us as to yow

stbendanse ab your very earliest apportunitys

The Deparbment of Commeree will not be shle o defray the
traveling or sooommodetion oxpenses of eommittes members,

- and no sttendunne or reglstration foe will be charged,

Wﬂ expeot yonr sotive participation in the eonferense discuse
sions, and :t wwnit your replys

Very truly yours,

Eygner Martin Lensastey
Adviser on Negro Affeirs
EML s dng UsS, Department of Commeree
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Dpr., Williwms K, Bell, Pressident
alvorn A, =nd M. College
sleorn, Mias,

Besr Dr, Bell:

The Department of Commerco rocently approved the confer-
epce apnd committen on the Negro in Business which I dis-
cussed at the noomduy lunchscn of the Booker T. ¥Washington
Trade Association last August. April i8tk and 19th bas
been set aside ag tho dutos oo Sh- confercnce which will
be held in the Departmont auvditoriwe. 4 prelimipssy re-
lecse announcing the conference huz teen issued to all
interested orgunizations cnd inlividuals by the Press
Bursau of the Depsriment.

One of tho sesaionz #ill bo cntitled "DBusiness Eduestion
and the Negro". Beeause of your pioncer offorts in that
dirvection, I would like for you to addreus ‘us conferonce
on that ganeral subject from L o viewsclpt of the educator,
Pogsibly another aspoaker #ill Jiscuss the businsusmente
sttitude on tnal suwe subjact,

A gscond relosss with nove detuils @s o the 2vweaberg and
gossions will be iasucd by this office contul » sho
rhotographe of all membors of the Busincss Seormittaesn, 1
would like to have your picture nccompunying the socoptunce
of this invitution wt your esrlicast oppoctunity.

[

Vary truly yours,

Huner ¥Mourtin Lancustor
adviser on Negro Affalrs
U, &. Departmont of Commerce

BN donh




wM. H. BELL
PRESIDENT

g.lr:nmt g‘v & ém @nﬂzge

ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

LCRMAN, MISS.

OCtObeI' 2, 1940 FOR PASSENGERS, FREIGHT AND EXPRESS

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It was a happy privilege to form your
acquaintance in Detroit and I assure you the as-
sociation was a pleasure and inspirational.

I am grateful for the invitation
which you extend to serve on a proposed National
Negro Business Advisory Council in the Department
of Commerce, and although I am not sure that I
have any contribution to make I am pleased to
accept and await your further instructions.

With cordial good wishes, I am

Very truly yo

PXesident.

a/




Ostober 21, 1940

Dyry Willimm Hy Bell
Progidens, The Alcorn A, and ¥, College
Aloors, K&sai&ﬁypﬂ.

Desr Drs Belly

m:hum ar 'ehe proposad Nationad Negro Dusiness
mumcmm upen vequest of the Depuriweit of Come
meren, has heon pasdponed wntil e Mster date An order
Shat %&a nowly sppointed Seoretary of Comerve, the Hous
Jossn H, a!amg, wiy have adeguate wpmmw 4o effaet

o fone Inoddembally, the swws
ﬁ%m in al) Comwroe Wummm NOW progremy
e wnder emﬁ%&m

Ky doday in dng whith your invitation te addrass the
Conferenss of Gpant Co)leges, was caused by

#nd Loy M&m logtitutions in Ohic and ab Hempbons
However, I ahall be plénsed to ascept this engagemont

During the mwxt seversl weeks I may be roschsd st 1008
Blg Mlls Avenus, Okron, Uhioce

Very respeetfully yours,

By Mortin Lensastey
. ofh Negro Affalre
EMLedng Uslls Dopariment af Commaroe




September 27, 1940

Dr, William He Bell, President
AYoorn A. & M, College
Aleorn, Mississippl

Dear Dre Bell:
!

During the conference in Detroit of the Nationsl Negre
Business lesgue, I mddressed the noonday luncheon of
the Booker T. Washington Trade Agsocistion, on & pro=
posed Natioral Negro Business Advisory Counocil in the
Department of Commerce. It is my impression that you
were present on that occasion and heard this proposal
explained in detail. The purpose of this inguiry is
to ascertain if you will serve as a membé¥ of this
%dvisory Couneil, !

Details pertaiﬁingfte the pregram end date of the ocon-
ference will be outlined later in the form of & Deperte
ment release. '

I await your reply.s
Respeotfully yours,

Emmer Martin lamcaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us 8¢ Department of Cemmorce.

EML: DME




October 2, 1942

¥r. J. B. Blayton

Carnegie Professor of Business Administration
Atlanta Univerasity

Atlanta, Georgila

Dear Mr. Blayton:

I am in the process of compiling a list of HNegro
Certified Public Accountants throughout the Country, and I
believe you are in a position to help me. I would like first
of all for you to send me a list of all Negro C.P.4'8, of
whom you have knowledge. 1In addition please advise me the
name of the institution which conferred the degree upon you,
whether or not you took a state exauingtion and the length
of time it took you to prapare for this degree.

Very {ruly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

EMLidm]




March 25, 1941

‘%Q J. BQ

Cy Pq 4y, Carvegls meaw
of Business Adminisbration
Atlante University

Atlanta, Ceorgia

Dear Mr, Blaybome

This will acimowledge receipt of your recent letier, and
I am plensed 4o lmow that Professor A, i, Peld win’
accompany you %o the conferense,

&he GM'! of the Division of Publicstions informs me thet
dmﬂﬁnghmwwmhmdmm
for our yaxk relsase, I am returning the mat
mwgmgmtmmdymm%mhyaprﬂm
which i3 the last dsy for the surmission of material 4o
the Goverment Printing Offive,

Very sinosrsly yours,

Fmmay Martin lLaneaster
' Adviser on Fegro Affulrs
Enale Ue S¢ Dogpartment of Comerce
EMLsdnj
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ATLANTA UNIVERSITY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

DEPARTMENT oF ECONOMICS anD
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

March 21,1941

Mre Elmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
UsSeDepartment of Commerce
Weshington, D.Ce

Dear ¥r, lLencaster:

It is my plan to attend the conference
called by the United States Department of
Commerce in Washington, D.C. on April 18th and
19th, 1541,

I am enclosing a mat reproduced from
a photograph of myself for whatever purposes
you may wish to make of it, In mews releases,
and other billings, I prefer to be listed
as the .Carnegie professor of business ade-
ninistration in Atlante University. I, of
course have no objection to references to my
other connections, if to do so serves your
purposes.

Mre A.A.Reid, accountant for Atlante
University has agreed to accompany me. I shall
also prevail upon President Milton of Citizens
Trust Company to attend this conference.

'Y

Yours s ncexi %
J. %lpay’t.en, Co P-Ao




WALNUT 6808

VALUATIONS AUDITORS

TAX SERVICE SOUTHERN OFFICES
212 AUBURN AVENUE, N. E.

AT ANITAY, G

Auvgust 16,1940

¥Mre Bmmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Te3e Department of Commerce
Washington, D.Ce

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of August 15the I shall
be glad to serve on the National Hegro Business Advisory
Council which is proposed.

Yours sincerely

- T

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE BEFORE U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND U. S. BOARD OF TAX APPEALS

AUDITS
SYSTEMS
INVESTIGATIONS




August 15, 1940

Professor Je Bs Blayton
Certified Public Accountant
212 Auburn Avenue, Ne BEe
Atlanta, Gecrgia

Dear Professor Blaytons

Recently & letter was addressed to you ocontaining proe-
posals for the formation of & National Negro Business
Advigory Council to which you replled favorably. The
purpose of this communloation is to ascertain if you
will serve as a member thersof,

Details perteining to the program and date of the cone
forence will be outlined later in the form of a Departe
went release,

I await your reply.

i

Reapeotfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster |
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Ue 8¢ Dopartment of Commerce.

BML: DY
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June 24, 1940

¥r. J. Bes Blayten
Certified Public Acsountant

212 Auburnp Ave., N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia

Dear Mre Blayton:

Your recent letter is hereby acknowledged and while I
did not have the opportunity of meeting you yesterday,
I was impressed with your presentetion.

Your 1ist of prospective members for the Advisory Come
mnittee will receive very careful consideration when the

gelection 1a wnde,

Respeotfully yours,

Brmer Martin lanoaster
Advisor on Negro Affaire,
Us 8. Department of Commerce,

BML ¢ DMH

ol B,




NE

F

WiwhyT e

40 VOsCayay
i

i

* }3

e @
)

5
]

TAX SERVICE

uﬁigég;%%§§§1§FT€ﬁ§F§Z;§£§L§g§%

ETHENED)

&E G ACICIONI INFTzANET:
AUDITORS TS ACTUARIES AUDITS
SYSTEMS
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June 18, 1940

Mre. Eo.Me Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs

Ue Se Department of Commerce

Washington, De Ce “
{

Dear Mr, Lancaster:

I believe, that you have an excellent idea. When I spoke at Howard
University in the spring of 1938, I pointed out the wisdom of such

a committee,.

In addition to the names suggested below, perhaps Mr. Holsey, secre-
tary of the National Negro Business League, Tuskegee Institute, Ala.
could supply a useful liste

By all means this list should include men like Professor Lewis and
his associates at Howard University, Professor L. De Milton of Atlan-
to. University who is also President of the Citizens Trust Cempany;
Professor Ce L. Reynolds, Dillard University, New Orleans, Le.; Proe-
fessor We O. Brysop, Morgan College, Baltimore, Mde; We He Maymard,
cashier of the Tuskegee Imstitute Savings Bank, Tuskegee Institute,
Ala.; Professor George Singletop, Ettreck, Va.; Mr. Frank Adair,
Arkensas State College for Negroes, Pine Bulff Ark.; C. C. Spaulding,
President of the North Carolina Mutual Life Insurance Co., Durhem, N.
Ce; Dr Jo Ey Walker, President of the National Negro Business League,
Memphis, Tenne.; Dr A. M. Townsend, Sunday School Publishing Board,
Nashville Tenn.; John Re Pinkett, President of J. Re Pinkett Inc.,
Washington De Ce; Ee Ce Irwin, Business manager, Paine College, Augusta,

Gae; and such persons.

Sincerely,

N

JV B. 'Blayton

e e s
SE:?%EE;;:;;;:S?:xﬂaip‘aﬂJa~L4 b o
JBB/db

ADMITTED TO PRACTICE BEFORE U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT AND U. S. BOARD OF TAX APPEALS
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FRATERNAL INSURANCE SOCIETIES IN GEORGIA

Acme Life Assurance Society, Atlanta

Coastal Life Assurance Soclety, Baxley

First National Life Assurance Soclety, Atlanta
Independent Fraternal Union, Albany
International Life Assurance Soclety, Atlanta
Laurens Oo, Benevolent Association, Dublin
Sons and Daughters of Peace, Davisboro

Btone Mountain Life Assurance Society, Atlanta

Whitfield Life Insurance Association, Dalton

To:

-

Mr, Jesse B, Blayton, Sr.
Carnegie Professor of
Business Administration
Atlanta University
Atlanta, Georgia.

September 27, 1941




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

September 27, 1941

Mr. Jesse B. Blayton, Sr.

Carnegie Professor of Business administration
Atlanta University

Atlanta, Georgla.

Dear Mr. Blayton:

This office is conducting an exhaustive survey of
Negro financial institutions in an effort to determine their
growth and expansion. Since we have experienced difficulty
as to the racial designations of these companies, it necessary
that we seek that information from other authoritative sources.

Attached to this letter is a list of fraternal ins-
urance companies operating within the state of Georgia. I
would like to have you identify those that are owned exclusive-
ly by Negroes.

I shall appreciate your interest in this request, and
I await your usual prompt response.

ijy truly yours, Eziic¢uépczxs

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce




Angust 8, 1941

Myy Josse Blayton, 8r, |

Onrnegie Professer of Business Administration
AMlanbs University

Atlunbe, Gesrgin

Donr Mr, Fleytons

The of Plein) preosesdings of the recent Negro Businems
Gonference held in Washington, D Uy have boen prew
sented to the Commsyes Duplicating Sectiom for pree
parstion and will be ready for publication next wesk,
It has been suggested that & statemsnt be seoured frem
enash menmber of the Netionsl Committee on the Hegpwo in
Business who sttended the Conference with yeforenve
Yo his inpressions reof, Thess repliss will be 2ee
1lensed shmitnnsously with the distribubion of the
proowedings,

T whall be plessed bo yecsive your impvession of the
Confarenss and sy sonstustive eritioisms you wish te
pffery

Tery truly yours,
Prmer Marbin Lanesster

Advisey on Nogre Affuirs
e 8¢ Department of Commerce

EMG.pdenh




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

dnly 24, 1941

Professor Jo Be :
Carnsgle Professor of
Business Adminisbratiom
Atlarta University
Ablante, Ceorgin

Dear Professor Blaybons

At your vequest I have made eoms edditions to your draft
of the Recommendstions and Findings recently sulmibtted
to mey The proposals oontained therein wers most ape
propriate snd ably conceived,

I have not ag yet rocelived letters of approval from
other members of the Committes,

I am submitbimg be the Sscretaryts Office, at the exe
piration of this woek, & draft of the Cffiocial Procacte
Ings of our vescent Conforonce contoining spesches, dlew
ougsions end our findincs, I hope thet these will bé
approwd shordly, Thereofber, thay will be sent be

all Conferenss delegates and other interested persons,

1 prosume thet you will atbend the Memphis Conferense
and dlacuss with me some of the proposals contoined in
this Commitbes reporty

Yery sinoevely yours,

Emmer Meartin Lencaster

Bnole : Adviser on Negro {
EMLydng Us 8 Department of Oommercs




Mry Jo Bs Blaybton
212 Auburn Avenue, N, E.
Atlanba, Georgle

Dear Mr, Dlaytons

Durdng the post yesr communications were adiveased to m with
referones t0 the Cormation of & Fatiopal Negro Dusivess “ome
mittes and Conforence to affeet a more adequate fntesration
fnto the Departmant of Commeves of Negroes engaged in businesse
Recsmbly, the cagferemce and committes were spprowed by the
Seoroctary of Commres, and a preliminary smsouwscement thereof
has beexn propared and sulmithbed Yo the Department's Press
Bureau for lwmediate reolensw,

Letters on fils indlosbe thet you spproved of this program,
and T um pleaned §o snnounow that this sonference on the Negro
in MM will be held Friday and Saburday, Aprdl 16th end
%w; 4 the Department of Commeree AudiSordws, Washington,

Ve

relpase conbaining the saslous, speakers and
W&gﬁa will be distributed shorblys In order %o oomplebs
our progrem and Somply with the requests of newapapers for
& list of persods attending the conference, we respechfully
urge thet ‘yom send your photograph and advies us ns to your
atbondanos et your wery earliest épportunibys

The Dape of Camseros will npt be sble Yo de: the
traveling or asccangdabion expensew of acmmittes membors,
and no awm or ¥efiistration fee will be gmgod.

We oxpeot ywr agtive parbicipetion in the conference discuse
sions, and I await your replye

Very tvuly yours,

Fomer Morbtin Lancoster

Adviser on Negro AfCairs

UeSy Doparément of Commerce
EML sdng




Oc’ﬁe'ber 33. 1940

Mre J, B, Blaybon
212 Auburn Avenus, N, Ee
Ablanba, ﬂomis

. Doy ¥r, Haybomy

The conlersnse of the proposed Hatlomal Negre
Pusiness Advisory Council, wpon the reguest
of the Department of Cemmerce, has been posbe
ponsd untdl & laber date in order that the

appolabed Seoratery of Commeroe, ﬁha
m&;@% a&mﬁ&hm m
wdar sonkkderation,

This progrem hes uot been dleapproved snd the
oonforenss will go forwsrd st an early date
Boxt year, Plense advise 1f you will combluve
%o serve s & member of the Counoile

Cordially yours,

Bmmey NMartin Lensaster
Adviser on Segro Affairs
UgS, Department of Commerce

EMLidnj
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The Great Lakes Mutual

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY
PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE -PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

January 26, 1942

Mr. Emmer M. Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Room 2061

Washington, D. C.

Dear 3ir:

Thanks for your letter of January 23.
I shall be glad to cooperate with you and
your Department in regards to its War-Time
program.

Last week I received a letter from Mr.
Holsey, asking that I serve as Chairman of
a State Committee. He said that he had
suggested to you that the Regional Direc=-
tors occupy these positions in the various
states.

In your letter, you ask that I serve on
a State Committee and that the Chairman will
communite with me. I am the Regional Direc-
tor of this State for the National Negro
Business League, but do not know who you have
assigned to the Chairmanship of your State
Committee. As soon as you straighten me out
on this point, I will give you all my possi-
ble time and energy.

I have read over the enclosure and agree
with you that much can be done for the Defense
Program by Negroes who are engaged in business.

Sincerely yours,

e S

L. C. Blount, -*
ICB:w Secretary-General Manager.

3
1



Jamusry 24, 1942

ire Le Co Blount

Sesretary-Consral Mannger

Great Lakes Mutuel Insurance Coe
301 Bast Werren Avenus

Debroit, Michigan

Doty M BIM:

Hr, Josas H. Jones, Sesretary of Commorce, has advised all agencies
within the Department to revise their pescetime programs to meet the
sxorgencles of the present war conflict. Accordingly, the Divisiom
of Negro Affairs has replaced its pre-wer progrem with the enolosed
plan of aokion which has been approved by the Office of the Seeretarye

You have recsived a lstter from Mre Albon L. Holsey, mhiniag
the hature of our recent conference whersin it was sgreed that the
Regional Vies Presidemts of the Lesgue shall serws as Stabe Chalrmen,
I respectfully urge that you sccept the Chaimmenship of your State Flanme
ning Comaittes and suggest that you notify the members of the Hatiomal
Comuittee on the Hegro in Business and delegates to the Washington Come
ferense, vhon I dasire to imslude ss members of your sommittes. This
mmmmtmmmmmmofmmm,m
are you wewiricted ax to the teshuique and procedure of exeauting this
rlan of sotiomy Furthermore you are st liberty te smend, alter, or
mlwmumm;rwrwﬁhmwfﬂﬂammumm

MWMMWWE:@»&MM&&W
Departoent of Commeroe mnot finally approved, is tentatively
seheduled for April 1Rh~11th, 1942, Al Stats Chalrmen will be urged
to sttand this conferenve and present in person s report of their ree
spostive Stake astivities. These reporks will be insludsd in the offie
eial confersnce proosedings of the Department of Commeros and distributed

widely among organizstions, businessmen, govermment specislists, librardes,
and other Ainterested persons,

Please advise me immedistely if youn will ascept this assigmment,

Very sincerely yours,

EMLsdnj




¥re Las Co Blouwnt
Secretary«Goneral Menager
Great Lake Mutusl Insurenoce Co.
301 Best Warren Avenus

Detroit, Michigen

Denx Mr, Blounb:

My, Jesse H, Jones, Secretury of Commerce, has sdvised all agencies
within the Deparimant to revise their poasetime prograus to meet the

omergenoles of the present war conflict, Ascordingly, the Division

of Negre Affairs hag replaced its pre-war program with the enslosed

- plan of aobion,

The vietory progrem of the 1,700 menber organizetions of the United
States Chanber of Odmmerce was of such magnitude that the President
expressed his gratitude, publiclys I am gonvinoed thet Negroes in

" “business dewire that thelr patriotism shall not be surpsssed

other business orgenigstion and their imgditim?. loyalty to & "cgwm

- ment remnin inviolate,

I respectfully urge thet you serve on the plamning committee of
your state, and m.%uhc@ that operation suitable to yowr talenba,
Your stabe ohairman will commmicabe with you on the teshnique, assigne
menta and procsdure best adapted to your losality,

You are sdvised %o communicnte with thie offlce fraquently and

" your eritioimms of this endeavor are inviteds, In order thet our next

war release, oconbaining the astion of ocur ccmmitices, might receive

proper Shning sad adesguats publieity, please reply immediately Ho this
sommniontion,

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviger on Negro Affalrs
‘Us 8¢ Department of Commerce

BML ¢ dnd




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Oot SHSHINATON 941

Ky, co Lo BlD’unt
301 East Warren Avenue
Detroit, Eioligan

Daar Hr. Blount:

Tour letter containing its pledge of cooperation
with our program is a socurce of encouragement to me in my
work. I usuelly pride myself on being able to select persons
whose capacity for performance is unusual, In your case 1
am fully convinced that my choice has been most fortunates.

In a few days I shall send you an outline of the
sub~committees which we disoussed at the Memphis conferenco.

Very sincerely yourse,

Fmmer Martin lancasber
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U, 8. Desortment of Commerce

EMLigm




OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT-—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

October 17, 1941

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE -PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OsSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. smmer dartin Lancaster
Acdviser on Negro Affairs

U. 5. Department of Commerce
Office of the Becretery

j;ashington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I enjoyed reading over the report of
our conference held in washington under the
auspices of your office, hut failed to say
"Thank you." I am extremely grateful for
it and will keep it in a sacred place always.

I am in full accord with the m
that vou spoke to me about vhen we w
Memphis.

I saw Mrs. Postles Vednesday and told
her I had expected her to come in and talk
with me. ©She promised to do so.

It will give me a deal of pleasure to
do whatever I can for yvour office and your
program.

Very sincerely yours,

< D . -

L. C. Blount
Secr-tary-General Manager

Y




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON
¥rs Le G4 Bloumt
parebarywGonorel Nenager
The Great Lelws Mubual Insurance Co.

301 Bast Warron Avense
Detirodt, Miohigem

Dear Myy Blown®s
The offivial provsedings of the recent Negro Busineass

Conferonpe held in Washingbom, Dy Cs hove besn prosembed

%0 the Cosmervd Deplicating Section for preparation and
will be resdy for publicetion mext weeks It has been
suggestod thet a statement be sepured from odsch member
of the Neklousl Commibies on the Negro in Pusingss whe
stbendsd the Cenfeswmse with reference o hiw "“ﬁﬁ
sions thereefy These roplies will be released s
Sunoously with the dlstribubion of the provesdinge,

1 ahall be pleased to ressive yowr improssion of the
Conferenge aud any conpbructive eritiioisms you wish to
offere

Very truly yours,

Bumer Martin Lenoester
Adviser ou Negro Affairs
B, ¢ g Uy 3¢ Depariment of Commeree




The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY

MOSES L. WALKER

GENERAL OFFICES

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY DETROIT, MICHIGAN

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE-PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

April 7, 1%41

VICE - PRESIDENT——SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT I. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. Bmmer Mertin Lancester
Ldviser on Negro L£ffairs

U. &. Lepartment of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Desr Mr. Lancaster:

Thenk you for your letter of April 4.

g busy as I em with my daily work and other
Detroit activities, I am conctently trying to
say "no" te persons who ssk me to speak on 4if-
ferent occasions.

The honor you heve given me to spesk at
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church on 4pril 18 is cuite

a coincident end I shall be haopy to do it. My
mother end fether, as well as myself, when I
lived in Wachington, were members of this church.
My connection with this church is definitely
responsible for my being in the insurence busi-
ness, so you can see why I would cherish this
idea.

A public meeting of this type cen be very
profiteble to the casuse and the church should be
packed. In this connection, I &m suggesting thet
you get out 10,000 hendcerds ebout 4 x 6 inches
announcing this public meeting. In order to get
them distributed, I am suggesting thst you get in
touch with Mr. G. Noruwen Brench} Secretary of the
Federsl Life Insurence Coupany; Mr. George Brice,
Meneger of the Couthern Aid; Mr. Cherles H. Fear-
ing, Sr., Maneger of the North Cerolina Mutuel Life
Insurence Company; Mr. A. L. Lindsay, Manager of
the Supreme Life Insurence Company, and also the
Mensger of the Victory Life +nsurence Company, whose
neme I do not recall et this time, and ask these
gentlemen to have their egents help you distribute
the cerds.




Mr. Fomer M. Lancsster, con't Apr. 7, 1941

I shall write each one of these managers
end ask them to cooperate with you in this effort.
I am Chairmsn of the Executive Committee of the.
National Negro Insurance Association and am posi-
tive they will be glad to help you if I ask them.

I am esger that the whole conference be &
whale of a success snd am willing to do.all I can
to help you.

Sincerely yours,

L. C. Bloun

- Secretery-General Manager

LCB:WW‘
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- Saturdny morging sesaion of the conferencs on business

Apl"ﬁ iy 16841

lire Ly Co Bloumt ‘

Seoretary«denernl Kanagop .
The Great Lakes Mytual Insurence Cee i
301 Bast Tamren Avenue -
Detioit, lichigan 1

|
1
Dear lir, Hlouab: E' \
| %
Agoerding to our previeus letters I requested theb you add

However, I feed that you should be eseigned to 8 more Lmporiam

‘baaky Our public mess msebing will be held Pridey might, Apedd

18th at by Carmel dsphist Churh, Srd and I Btrools, Ne Vi, B
will be &édmu& by Undey Seorcbary of Uommeree, the Hon, Wayne

Thatiiol dell Tuvepk-adiresses of wolcoms by Pervy T, Hiweed\

of he Negro o of Cameras, there are at present no pthor
mdaw a&éreaam an the program by Negro usinessmens T weml m:
far m fs‘hm publie mask meabing o Ml&m o major addres , f\

ﬁo subjest of the Negro in Busimess and inform Washiug.
m businessmen hew Hegroes in”Dabrolb ¢ovporates In addiviol \
you eould imoluds fn this talk some of the materiel thab -yo'a / i
alrendy pmm on business eduoabiong S

Reve Joynigan will assiet me in securing & orowd for this w‘
end mueic will be furnished by the mm «Mﬁx Chorus of 48
voloes, the Cantorwn Girle' Chorus, led by Butops, and ; 2
selestions Wy Elisabeth Sinkferd fhom hirty minutes will
ba allowed for your addross, and I dosire that a wittien ]
gsoriph be sulwmdtted in order thet exeerpte from it mizht be
1isted in our pristed report of the conference, ummym
weok redoived a report and & paptial 1ist of epeskergs Yo
asaigned to speek on tusiness eduenbion, m subasguent
will &M your new sesigmsnte

i’xaue advise me dmmediately if this arrangement is aaﬁﬂt@bﬁm
0 yous ‘

Very simserely yours,

|
Emer Martin Lononater ;

Adviser on Negro Affuiye
Enole Uslie Dopartment of Comparoce
EML vdn) |

|
/
!




CHAS. H. MAHONEY

MOSES L. WALKER

ALBERT E. KINNEY

VICE -PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT !. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOU!SE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

wwarech 27, 1941

Mr. Fmmer Mzsrtin Lencecter
£dviser on Negro Lffairs

. S. Lepartment of Commerce
Waehington, L. C.
Lezr Mr. Lencester:

In reply to your letter of March 25,
I zcecept your invitetion to zddress the Setur-
dey morning session of the Conference on Negro
Business on the subject "Businese Education
end the Negro". I understsind thirty minutes
~11ll be =llotted for my telk.
Very sincerely yours,

L. C. blount
cecretary-General Manager




The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY

‘- PRESIDENT——GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 3

harch 29, 1941

VICE -PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

ir. Zmmer Martin Lancaster
Advicer on Negro Affairs

U, 8., Departument of Conmerce
wWashington, D. C.

Dear kr. Lancaster:

I am enclosing my photograph and
some material from vwhich you may select
something to be used in your publicity
of the Conference on kegro Business to
be held in Washington April 18 and 19.

I hope ny delay has not incon-

venienced you too much.

Very sincerely yours,

Do,
AR %fé%%’&ﬂ/ﬂ/

Secretary-Gencral lanager

WY,
ncls.




The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

March 24, 1941

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. Emmer Martin Lencaster
Ldviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thenk you for your letter of March 12
giving dates and place of the Conference on
Negro Business, which wes recently approved
by the Secretary of Commerce.

I expect to be present at the Confer-
ence and you mey count on my sctive partici-
pation in the discussions. Within the next
dey or so, I shall forward you a photograph
to be used in your publicity. I believe such
& conference will prove invsluable to Negro
businessmen and will go a long wey towerd stimu-
leting widespread interecst among them.

I am looking forward with anticipation
to the Conference end shall be glad to do what-
ever I can to make it a huge success.

With sincere good wishes, I am

Secretaery-beneral Manager

WwW




Maroh 28, 1942

Hrabug BW

& Yeunger
The Grent Lekes Mutual Insuranse Co.
Dotrodt, Mishigen

Dgay My, Blounbs

The Saturday mernisg maax&m of vhe Conferemce on Negro
Busineas bo devobed to a disoussiom on Businsss
Eduoation m he Fegros In previcus sorrespondence you
have discussed warious pheses of this subjeot quite
foroiblys I desire jhat you nddress the eonferense en
that general tople, for which a period of Whirbty mimebes
will be mma for your specch,

In order thet I might submit to the Govermwmt Prinsting

Offiee s full progrem of speskers snd sessions by Aprid
1st, I shall be pleased to receive your sccephepos on or
before that Yimgs

Very sinesrsly yours,

Enmey Markin Lansester
Advigzer on Yegro Affalirs

Uy B4 Department of Commerce

Bl sdnd




Haroh 12, 1041

Kre Lo Co Houmb

Tho Great lakes Mmbtual Insurance Coe
301 East Warren Avemw

Detroit, Hichigem

Dear Mr, Blowk:s

Daring the past yeer communications wers addressed bo you with
yreforexmoe Lo the formation of & Natiomal Negro Due iness Come
mittee and Comferunoe to sffwet a mors adsguate integratbon
inbo the Deperiment of Commerce of Negroes emgagsd in businesse
Recextly, tho confercnce and ocmmitbee were approved by the
Secretary of Commercs, axd e preliminary axmounsemont thereof
hes been preparod and sulpitied to the Depurtment's Fress
Buresw for immediste releass.

Letters on file indlooke that you spproved of this program,
and I am ploased bo mnnounse thet this conference om the Negre
in Businese will be held Fridey end Saturdey, April 18th and

‘ %ﬂﬁé {a the Departwent of Coammerce /uditoriwm, Weshingtonm,

. Ve Ve

A subsequent rolease containing the sgusions, speskors and
photiographs will be Astribubed thowx: In order %o complete
cur progran and comply with the requasts of newspepors for

s 1ist of persoss sttending the conferente, wo respsotfully
urge that you send your phobograph and advige us as to your
sbtendanos eb your very earliest opportuniiys

The Deparbuent of Commores will nok be sble to defyay the
Yraveiing oF sccommodaticis expenses of comittee menmbers,

and wo sttendanse or registration fes will be chargeds

We expeot your astive partieipation in the conference discuge
slons, and I mumit your replye

Vory Lruly yours,

Famer Hertin lencaster
Adviser on Negre Affairs
EMLsdng Ue®, Dopartment of Conmeroe




The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE

CHAS, H. MAHONEY DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PRESIDENT-—GENERAL ATTORNEY

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY

VICE- PRESIDENT Februery 20, 1941

LOUIS C. BLOUNT
VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D,
VICE - PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT I. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

N NSPeaToR_ -COM® Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
WILLIAM OSBY Adviser on Negro Affeirs

R. LOUISE HENDERSON U. §° Department of Commerce
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT Office of the Secretary

Weshington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I was gquite pleased to get
your letter of February 17 and to know
that the conference will be held in the
Department of Commerce in April.

You may count on me for any
service I am a&ble to render.

Best wishes to you.

Very/sincegply yours,

Y G _
D C. Blount™”
Secretary-General Meneger

ww




February 17, 1941

Er, L. C. Blouht
Secretary-General Hanager
The Great Lukes Mutual
Insurance Company

301 East Warrenm Avenue
Detroit, Michigen

Déar ¥r. Blount:

I have the pleasant task of informing you that on
February 1l4th the Secratury of the Dep:rtment of
Commarce approved the conforence whichk I discussed
at the Trade Asgociation Conference laut August.

The conference will be held in the Departmont of
Cormerce on Fride=y opd Saturday, April 18th and 19th.
A bulletin is being prapared for general relosse an-
nouncing the conference and preliminary plans. There-
after at frequent intervile relouces sill be issued
contalning detailed informstion 13 to the speakers :nd
topics,

I appreciate your interest in this program 2nd I shall
be pleased to have your uctive cooperation in the con-
ference discussion,

Respectively yours,
Immer Eartin Luncaster

Adviser on Negro Afiairs
U, 8. Department of Commorce

ML D
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OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

October 29, 1940

VICE -PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE-PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. Emmer Martin Lencaster
Advisr on Negro 4Lffeirs

U. &. Department of Commerce
Office of the Secretary
Weshington, D. C.

Desr Mr. Lesnceaster:

I have your letter of October 23 with
reference to the postponement of the pro-
posed National Negro Business sadvisory Council
meeting.

In reply to your inguiry, I shell be
pleased to continue to serve as s member of the
Council. 4lso, there are some suggestions I
should like to make to the Council end to you.

Very sincerely yours,

L. C. Blount
Zecretery-General Manager

ww




Oatober 23, 1940

Yrs Le Cp Bloumb
The Grest Lekes lubtual Insurance Compsny
301 East Warren Avenus

Deay Mr, Biw*

The confeionee of the propesed Haviomal Negre
Businesy ,Mvmg Oouncil, upom the request
of the Department of Commerce, has been posbe
poned wibil & later date in order that the
newly appoinbed Secretery of Commeree, the
Hone Jonee Ha Jones, may have adequate Oppevw
tunity b0 effect re-organisation plons new
vnder considerations

Thia progrios has xwobt been disapproved und the
conferdned will go forward at an garly dete

next years Plesse advise Af you will combinue
to serve ay a menber of the Comnoil,

Sordially yours,

Emmer Mertin bencaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
UeSs Department of Commeree

EMLsdng




OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS, H. MAHONEY

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT-—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

August 14, 1940

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE-PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W, HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affeirs

U. &. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for accepting our
invitetion to address the luncheon of
the National Negro Business Lesgue on
August 28. We are looking forward to
your coming with & great desl of plea-
sure.

Cordiglly yours,

Y

7

L. C. Blount
Vice-President-Secretary

LCB:ww




August 8, 1940

Mr. L. Cs; Blount

Secratary Great lake Mutusl Insurance Co.
301 E¢ Barren Avemie

Detroit, Michigan

Dear Mrs Blount:

This will uoknowledge receipt of your recent letter and
invitation to address the lunsheon of the Hational Negro
Business Lesgue on August 28th which I ascept. I shall
discuss the proposals set forth in my recent letter
pertaining to the National Negro Advisory Council. You
‘have my best wishes for a sucecessful conference.

Respectfully yours,

Emmeyr Martin lanoastor
Adviser on iegro Affairs,
TUs 8¢ Dopartment of Conmoroe.




The Great Lakes Mutual

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

CHAS. H., MAHONEY

PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER

VICE - PRESIDENT-—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

LOUIS C. BLOUNT

VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.

301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

August Sixth
1 9 4 0

VICE-PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM GSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Weshington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am glad to note in your latest letter
that you have definitely decided to come to Detroit
at the time of the meeting of the Naetional Negro
Business League.

On Wednesday, August 28, at 2:00 o'clock
in the afternoon, we will hold our luncheon meeting
which we expect to be attended by more than 300 per-
sons engaged in business. Ve are asking that you
be our principal spesker. The time allotted will be
twenty minutes. Please let us have your word of ac-
ceptance.

Thanks for the opcortunity to attend the
conference of business men to be held in Washington.

Sincerely yours,

. C- Blount .
Vice-President-Secretary

LCB:ww
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- presence there.

July 30, 1940

r. L. C, Blount

Secretary-Gneral Manager

fhe Great Lakes Mutusl Insurance Co.
Detroit, Michigen

Dear Mr. Blount:

Upon my return to the city, ;o ur receat letter was presented
to me, and I am wach gratified by y.ur cooperative tone and
the helpful suggestioms contained therein.

It is the desire of wost businessmen whom I have contacted thsat
this conference be called during the menth of Jctober, preferably
the first Firday and Saturday of thut momth to satisfy moet of
the Gollege Deaps who during the summer months sre conducting
clesses or pursuing graduste studies. This Washington humidity
whioh leszts until wid-September is mot imviting, consequently,

en early Ootober date is most preferred.

I shall attend thpmetreit conference at &li events, but I
prefer that you write the Secretsry of Commerce reguesting my

PPN

It was my originel intention to include you as & member of the
Council and I am pleased that you have accepted.

Respectfully yours,

Eemer Martin Lancasgef
Adviaar on Negro &g
U. S. Depertment 8

"&L’
BROLCE .




The Great Lakes Mutual

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
CHAS. H. MAHONEY
PRESIDENT—GENERAL ATTORNEY

MOSES L. WALKER
VICE - PRESIDENT—TREASURER

ALBERT E. KINNEY
VICE - PRESIDENT

Louls C. BLOUNT
VICE - PRESIDENT—SECRETARY

ROBERT GREENIDGE, M. D.
VICE - PRESIDENT AND MEDICAL DIRECTOR

JOHN W. ROXBOROUGH
VICE - PRESIDENT

EVERETT 1. WATSON
VICE - PRESIDENT

AGNES BRISTOL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

JULIAN HOLDER
ASSISTANT TREASURER

HENRY W. HOLCOMB
INSPECTOR

WILLIAM OSBY

R. LOUISE HENDERSON
CHIEF ACCOUNTANT

Insurance Company

GENERAL OFFICES
301 EAST WARREN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

July 16, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser of Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Office of the Secretary
Washington, D. C,

Dear Sir:

I have Just returned to my desk and find
yours of Jduly 9, for which I thank you.

Your idea for the Government to help Negroes
in business, is a magnificent one. Perhaps
the latest census just taken will help you
from the statistical end. If it is found to
be inadejuate, then your Department might
conduct such surveys in cities where the pop-
ulation of Negroes would warrant it. Then we
need to conduct some sort of intelligence bu-
reau whereby we can change the thinking of
certain Professors of Negro Institutions about
Negroes engaged in business.

I am suggesting these among the first things
to be done, because boys and girls are coming
out of school every year misinformed regarding
their possibilities of engaging in business.
Hence, the majority of them go for the profes-
sions.

Following this would come the curricula and
your own idea of placing students in business
establishments. Perhaps the Government can szt
up a program whereby it could help Negro stu-
dents taken in by business people on an appren-
ticeship basis; thereby relieving the owner of
the business of the whole cost of training the
type of help he should be able to get other-
wise.

I think our Life Insurance Comvanies are out-




20
Mr. BE. ¥. Lancaster
July 16, 1940

standing examples of the possibilities of
Negroes.

Concernine the conference which you plan
calling, these persons could be divided in-
to several committees to work on various
phases of businesses owned and controlled

by Negroes. 1In this connection, the National
Negro Business League will make a worthwhile
contribution to this effort, and I am sure
you will be of great value to the League.

Detroit modestly boasts of having the best
organized group of Negroes engaged in busi-
ness in the country. Perhapns you already
know that the National Negro Business League
meets in Detroit August 28, 29, and 30. It
seems to me that you should be on that pro-
gram, and if you have not already been in-
vited, I should be glad to contact lr. Holsey
and ask him to have you as a sneaker,

I will be happy to serve on the Council that
you plan calling and will help in every way
possible to cooperate with you in getting a
definite program conducted by the Federal
Government in the interest of Negro business
people. I commend you highly for this thought.

Sincerely yours,

== Ot

. C. Blount,
Secretary - General Manager.

1CB/w
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March 25, 1942

¥re Lo Co Bloumt

Seeretary«tonsyal Mansger

The Great Lakes Mutual Insurance Company
301 East Warren Avenus

Detroit, Michigsa

Dear Mr, Blounts

An sxswer to your telegram has been delayed in order that I might
give oarsful comsideration to its reply.

Our imvestigation reveals that part of the Commerce audiSoriwa and
all of the confermnce rooms have been converted into offices for the
duration of the war, This mekes it exseedingly diffieult for us ko obbtain
an assenbly roem in which to hold our eonferencs, If our sessions are
held in some nomegovermsenmtal building or on Howard Campus, we have no
assurance that the fasilities therein will be awailable for owr nseds,

The progrem imstituted by the govermment for the conservation of
aubonobile tires 4s a deterrent to long distance moboring, snd they
question has been ralsed by one of the Stake delegations, Additionsl
diffieulties arise in thé fast that it is impossible to prediet with any
degres of sertaimbty the future trend of government activities, It would
be exoesdingly dlstusbing for us to prepare for our conferense and laber
learn that our aﬂiﬂﬁu were curtailed because of unforeseen events,

This p»atpanomnh is, of course, disappointing to ms bub it is one
of the many sacrificés whioch govermuent exeoutives are forsed to wmdergo
in the present war effort.

I sinsersly hops thet this action will not dempen your enthusiasm,
snd that you will ocavry forward our program with your same vigor,

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Us Se Department of Commerce

B+ tng




Prufessor Be Re Bragesl
Depertmeny of BEconomics
Horehouss College
Atlante, Georgin

Dear My. Bragesls

Mr, Jesge He Joues, Secretary of Commwsros, hes advised all agenoies
within the Dopariment Lo revise their poacebime programs to meet the
wmergencies of the present war comflicts Acoordingly, the Division
of Negro Affairs has reaplaced ite pre<war progrem wl h the enclosed
plan of astion,

The vistory program of the 1,700 member organizstions of the Unlted
States Chamber of Commerce was of suoh magnitude thet the President
exproased his gratitude, publioly. I sm comvyinced that Negroes in
business desire thet thair patriotism shall mot bYe surpessed by sny
other busingss organizabvion and thelr fraditionsl loyalty te the Governe
wexk remain imviclabe.

I respeotiully urgk thak you serve on the plamning committes of
your Stabte, and you %uiwb that operation sultable Yo your talents,
Your State Chairmen sommmicate with you on the taehmqua, assigne
menby and prosedure best adapbed %o your looality.

You are advised o sommmiontis with this office fyrequently and
your oriticisms of this endeavor ave invited, In order thad our next
war relense, oonbaining the action of our committess, nipht receive
proper timing and adequets publieity, plesse reply immsdistely to this
eomuund oatione

Very sincerely yours,

Pomer Martin Lancagter
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ue B« Dopartment of Commerce

ML amd




November 25, 1941

Professor By Re Braseal
Depardment of Economics and
Business Administration
Horshouse College

Atlante, Georgia

Deny Professoy Brazeals

The Contrast Distribution Division of O.P.,My has initiated
s plan to avail to manufacturers and persons in business,
feollitien for defenme contrsst orders.

On the 106h of Nowembep, three specisl trains left Washe
&asm:m-utmrkhm ub the counbyy 40  inform mame
fanburers and small bu smen a8 to the fungtion of the
Contrach Distrdbubion D&viuion and the procsdure to sgw
ours defense contrachs and prosurement ordsyss Goverte
menk offisiels from the O.P,M., Army, Nawvy and Maritime
Commission will scommpany these trains ma advige busingse~
wan an dofonse technique,.

In my Judgment this is an opportunity for Mgmm in busie
poss %o becoms avquainted with this defense service, and
 %he purposs of this communication 1s to inform you sud
othey prominent persons in business who deslire to inspest
these defense exhibita, the date and place of these defense
trainge These Srains will be on display Deosmbor 12¢h ab
A%lanta and Dosgmber 15¢h at Macon, These speoisl Srains
axe nob opan %0 the publie, and aduission thereto is by
okrds Lemued by field offices of the Contrect Distribubion
Division of the O4P.M,, which for g:ur information is loe
oated at the Federsl Ressrve Bank Bullding in Atlanta,

The Viashington office has been requested to advise the
weplous £ield offices %o include colored businessmen in
the inspection tour of these trains, and I think it ade
viseble thet you contast your field office Lumediately,

Please let me know the outeome of your sfforts,
Yory truly yours,
Bumey Martin Lansaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Us 8¢ Department of Commerce

B, ¢ doly
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MOREHOUSE COLLEGE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

March 21, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr, Lancaster:

I wish to thank you for your letter of March
12 which advised me of the fact that the conference of
teachers of business administration and persons who are
actively engaged in business will be held Friday and Sat-
urday, April 18 and 19 in the Department of Commerce Build~
ing in Washington. I have purposely refrained from answer-
ing this letter until this time because I was hoping that
I would be able to eliminate a conflict in my schedule.
Today I learned that this could not be done, I had already
committed myself to attending a very important conference
which is being held at Atlanta University on April 17, 18
and 19. It will be the Twenty-Fifth Atlaenta University
Conference on the Economic Conditions and Social Trends of
the American Negro.

I regret that I am not able to attend the con-
ference which is being called by the Department of Commerce,
because I consider it a forward step. Rest assured that I
shall be glad to cooperate in any way that I can, and when-
ever I chance to have some time to spend in Washington, I
shall be happy to come out and talk with you about the con-
ference and other matters which will be of mutwal interest
to us.

With every kind wish, I am
Yours sincerely

B(C. ﬂrﬁ,@:g

B. R. Brazeal, Chairman
Department of Economics

BRB:G
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Mareh 12, 1941

Ppofessor Be Re Hrazeal
Department of Soonemios
lorehouse College
Aﬁlm. Gﬁargiu

Deer Professor Braseals

During the past year commmications ware addrossed bo you with
reference to the formation of a National Hegro Pusiness Comm
nittes and Conferenss to affect & more adeguabe integrabion
fnto the Department of Commurcs of Heproes enpaged In bus inseme
Resently, tho confersmde and commibboc were aporoved by the
Seopetary of Cemords, and o preliminury anmowcewent theroof
bas bewn propared and submitbed to the Isperbtmantts Press
Bureuy for immsdiete relanses

Letters on file indieate that you approved of this progrem,
and I am pleased to annowtes that this confersnce on the Negro
in Puginess will be held Friday end Ssturday, April 18th and
19¢h in the Department of Commoree Auditoriuwm, Washington,

By Co

A subsegquent relense tontaining the sessions, speskers and
photogrephs will be distribubed shortly. In ordey to complebe
our progyam and comply with the mequests of newspepers for

& list of persons ettemiing the conferemce, we respeobfully
wrge thet you send your photogreph end edviss us as Lo yow
sttendance ab your very earlisst opporbunitys

The Dapertment of Commerce will uot bo able to defray the
traveling or asoownivdation expsnses of sommittec nmsmbeérs,

eand no attendancs oy voglistration fee will be chapgeds

We expact your eighiwe participation in the conferenve discuse
sions, end I § your replys

Very bruly yours,

Emmor Nortin lamcasber
‘ Adviser on Negro Affairs
Bl sdny Usls Dopariment of Commerce
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MOREHOUSE COLLEGE

ATLANTA, GEORGIA

OFFICE OF THE DEAN

Novenber 12, 1940

Ir. Emmer HMHartin Lanocaster
Adviser on Hegro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D C
Dear lir. Lancaster:
I shall be glad to continue To serve as a member
of the National Negro Business Advisory Council. I will

await further information concerning the program and ac=~

tivities of this council.

i
{
!

With every kind wish, I an

Yours sincerely

e 7

Dean of len

BRB: G




Ootober 28, 1940

Dear Profossor Brasesls

The sonferenve of the propese<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>