


January Op 1942

Mtr. Ralph Halnes
BOX 369
Montehatr, New Jersey

Dear Mr* fainess

I was pleased to receive your recent letter and to observe
your interest in our business program. Under separate cover
I an sending you the business information that you requested.

At the present the I am planning to conduct another
Goaferenae on or about the 10th and 11th of April, I thimk
it advisable for you to came at that tim became ywilbe
to meet and associate with some of our prminet business
leaders from all sections of the Country# I shall keep you
informed as to the outcome of this arrangement,

Roesea Lindsay is getting on alright and at the present
tie we have 22 Akron people on the Government pay roll in
Washington. Please extend ay best wishes to your family,

Very sincerely yours,

Eraser artin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affaira
U. S. Department of Comeroe

EM W. s j
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TZhe ?e&eration of (liflic soiain
MEETS IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE DISTRICT BUILDING

OFFICERS

Lt. Col. Howard D. Queen, President
1810 California Street, N. W.

Mrs. Velma G. Williams, Vice President
2700 Georgia Avenue, N. W.

Dr. E. F. Harris, Second Vice President
49 D Street, S. E.

Mrs. Ruby M. Kendrick, Recording Secretary
751-A Fairmont Street, N. W.

Miss Ursula Jackson, Ass't Recording Secretary
1513 T Street, N. W.

Mr. Woolsey W. Hall, Corresponding Secretary
1330 Wallach Place, N. W.

Mr. W. D. Nixon, Treasurer
839 20th Street, N. E.

The Rev. David C. Lynch, Chaplain
217 D Street, S. W.

Dr. George H. Richardson, President Emeritus
309 11th Street, N. E.

Mr. George W. Beasley, Parliamentarian
926 T Street, N. W.

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY

WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 12, 1941.

STANDING COMMITTEES

Civil Protection-Mr. W. D. Nixon
Civil Service-Mr. George W. Beasley
Collation-Mrs. Mary W. Booker
Commercial Interest-Mr. John A. Edelin
Credentials-Mr. W. F. Henson
Education-Mr. Woolsey W. Hall
Housing-Dr. E. F. Harris
Legislation-Mr. S. L. McLaurin
Membership and Organization-Mr. Hugh Bradford
Public Health and Sanitation-Dr. W. J. Howard
Publicity-Mr. Edward H. Lawson
Public Safety-Mr. J. C. Payne
Public Utilities-Mr. Guy Tinner
Public Works-Mr. Howard D. Woodson
Recreation-Mr. Ernest F. Harper
Social Service-Mrs. Edna W. Payton
Suffrage-The Rev. David C. Lynch

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,

U. S. 'Department of Commerce,
Washington.

Dear Mr. Martin:

In response to the request in your letter of April 7, 1941, for

the names of representatives of the Federation of Civic Associations

of the District of Columbia who will attend the business sessions of

the Conference on the Negro in Business, in the Department of Commerce

Auditorium on Friday and Saturday, April 18 and 19, 1941--opening at

10 a.m. and closing at 5 p.m.--you are informed that the following will

represent us:

Lieut. Col. Howard Donovan Queen, President (1810
California Street, N. W.).

Mr. W. D. Nixon, Treasurer (839 20th Street, N. E.).

Mr. John A. Edelin, Chairman Committee on Commercial
Interest (1640 B Street, S. E.).

Very truly yours,

Correspo ng Secret ary.



April 7, 1941

Mr. Toolsey . all
Correepondinrz Soorttary, The 1Federata

of Ctio ACcoiations
130 UTaIUoh Place', t. W#

Waskington, D, C,

Dear tr, Iall:

A oonferoe o t e ogro in Musinens sronsored by the UV So
Departmnt o2 Covmaece will be held in the Coonres Auditorimx
on Z Aday an~d 3aturky AprI 18th and Wt, 1941, Daily seen

ioo4will open it 10 a.*t,, xxd close at 5 p.fm.m e nd will be
opoe. to the public. A publi rad meeting will be helr on Fr3,9
4ay, April 18th at Vt. ramel Baptist t 'hurch at 8l5 p m., and
-wilbe l addresod by L. C, 0lotan, Searetnry, Great Iakres 1aItnual

Inurane capaY Dbtroit, IMlchigan, and Wayne Chtfieldl'aylor,
VUdoraporetary o2 Oenuanrce, trominze*t bnninessmn, eduators
and govarnant peocialistu wall present an array of fats,
atattction and proposals of vital interest to the public, The
membership of your organization is urged to attend.

A radio broadcast on the Negro in Bsine will be conduated
over stationJSV, Saturday, Aprtl 2h, at 9:45 asm. Rev,
Josath 4- 20,liot, Rotor, W. Lkos P. 1 Churoh will be th
prianLpal upefker

In order that repopitIon i ar published prceedinS% night be
given to all par totptimg organizationt, you at* requested to
suit to this otfloe the nams of yonr represettfites who will
ke able to attend the business wsion*.

Very sinerely yours,

1arer 1hytbin lancaster
Adviser on Negro Afairp

Etdaj S Departmnt ot Commeree

'S



March 26, 194

Mrs. Julia West Hamilton
iederation ?of Colored Women's Clubs

320 T Street, N,
WIshington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Hamilton:

The First Annual Conference of' Negro BIusiness sponsored

by the Negro Atfaire Divicion of the Deptrtmcnt of Com-

merce ,sill be held in. the Deps. tnvent Audioriiu Fri,.Ay

2Ld Saturdy, r1April 18t a 19th. Setionv ::11 be

held during the day bginring atz 10:00 n., an. closing

at 5:00 p.A* Sunb.equent reess :x:ll Qottin further
infmatonas to the xuS$iUWnsrin spe4>rs

The Division of Negro Affairs solicits the support of

your organization and urg the mezbexsLi to Lttend and

patrtici4ute in the 2tnsion di'wuoui3nz lich t4ill be QJ?$f

to the piulic.

The enclosed release contains excerpts from personswho

have ascribed to this program,.

Very truly yours,

Emmor Martin Lancaster
Adtvi&Thr on Ner Affair2

U. 0. Dop:tment of Commerce

WAL: dmh
snot.



March 27, 1941

Mr. Ernest T. arpor
K ingm'an Park Civic Association
520 21st Street, N. 4E.
Washington, D4 C.

Dear Mr. Harper:

The First Anual Conferease of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Division of the Department of Com-
merce All be heldI In the Department Luditoriumi, Piday
and Saturday,.April 18th =d 19th, Seasion: will be
held during the day beginning at 10:00 a.m., and closing
at 500 p.m. Subsequent roleasesW ill coLtLD further
iafeirnation as to the sosi -Is and opeckers.

The Diviaio of' Negro Affairs solicit the support of
your orysnizatioi and urges th membership to atfelad and

partioIate in'the session discussion wtich -All be open
to the public.

he enclosed release contained excerpts from persons who
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

mier Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Akffnira
U. S. Department of Commerce

ERL:drib
Encl.

2



March 27, 1941

Lincoln Civi Association
49 D street, 8. EX
washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Earris:

The First Annual Conference of Nero business Sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Division of the Departmennt of Com-
merco will be aheld in the Departmvnnt Auditorium, Friday
had Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
held during the day banning at 10:00 am., nd closiag
at 5:00 p.r. Sthsequint releases will contain further
information as to the'sessions an'dL spoakcrs.

The Division of Negro Affairs solIcits the support of
your organization and urges the 'mmbership to attend xd
participate in the rseeon diecusons ;hiheb vill be open
to the public.

The enclosed release ocontains excerts fomx person to
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Iirner Martin Lancester
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8, Departmett of Commerce

IML: tdnh
112 ol1'



A441 $, 1943

Mrv. R. L. Uandson
Pastor, 4Shth tptist Ohreh
1500 9th Stww*~ H. IV

eshOx tot, D It 5s
twav per. lHadent

The elteod reasae. omteOmb a auwnnmoneOf k safereas
a the St Tasmns to be hold $th h e Auditeton

Fday Arstday, Aprtl $$th and 1Itb. Al lbusta aseson
UI4 opes at 10 a is. and o1ose at 5 ptxa, aad will be ope to

the pbIo

at 4spe#t 4eactt is ea led to the poliol "s. agetag to
be he4U F tat April 8th at U, Crel 3.a t otbaC h, u ad
will be addteset Aby the Ee WayIe lh%*Zid or tYadar
$eorotary 6o rn, uth wift e tornished brfte WP,4
Wegn dmaty Choax onzsiota*g Of 40 rtoo theattorn
~gkrt Cbowtdtreetet byr Mte Vary tizrope. And vocal sol*

ttorw by e, #Unabth Stkftord T horto You t o een
rgat 4 are tnvited to appeal and at1vely participate to thIg

Tids ofto# wishes prstseo to plane on your Wiletizi. bont
p~oe era pad reea, Of the .oaterem agendas Pleae sawviS

it tid bs penntstl

Vflr sinceroly inn,

annr Mart4in aater
Adviser on egve Aftr

ue so. Deparent of CO r e



(amma (Jhapter
Weelyington .II. 1

539 Fla. Ave., N. W.,
March 28, 1941.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you so much for your letter of March 19 concerning the First
Annual Conference on Negro Business sponsored by the Negro Affairs
Division of the Department of Commerce.

Mrs. Marion H. Elliott, Journalist of our local chapter here, will
be glad to represent us and serve as reporter for the Mass Meeting
to be held on Friday night, April 18, 1941.

In connection with our program for the approaching celebration of
National Business Week, we areldponsoring a Business Show at the
Lincoln Colonnade for three nights - April 8, 9, and 10. We would
be pleased to have you visit the show each night, but we are extend-
ing you a special invitation to be our honored guest on Tuesday night,
April 8, when the formal opening will take place. Because of your
connection with the Division of Negro Affairs in the Department of
Commerce, we feel certain that you can bring us a real message, and
that the inspiration you give us will be of immeasurable value to us
in our future efforts.

Thanking you for including Iota Phi Lambda in your program, and for
the consideration you will give this invitation, I am

Most respectfully yours,

President
AMIMA CHAPTER

Iota Phi Lambda National Business Sorority



I,

March 19, 1941
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION

WASHINGTON

April 18, 1941

Mr. Emmer M. Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your invitation to attend your con-
ference on THE NEGRO IN BUSINESS. It will be a pleasure to
participate on both days.

Very truly yours,

Kenneth B. Haas, Regional Agent
for Distributive Education



April 14, 1941

Mr. Xenneth B. liana
Agent for Distributive Education
Business Education Service
Vocational Division
U. S. Office of Education
Department of the Interior
Wash ington, D' C'

Dear Ur. heas: ,

The enclosed xelease. contains an announcement of a confer-
ence on the Negro l Business to be hold in Washinton,
D.C., April 18th and 19th, 1941.

Delegatea from business oranizaions and educational inl
stitutions of fourteen states will be represented, Educa-
tors, businessmen and specialists will present facts, sta-
tistics and proposals relating to the Negro in business.

The U. S. Department of Commerce invites you to attend and
to participate in the conference discussions.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin LA t
Adviser on Neiro Affairs
U.S . Department of Comerce

AL:- dmb
Era c1.
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January 2a, 194Z

Mr. Alberb Lo ]pa, tPreuidat
Iegro Business 1w*,ur

1/f - //' 7
Washingtn D. C

Dear Mr 4yppe

Mr J4jas*ae Jones, Secretary of Coaeroe, has atdwised all aganoies
within the Departtent to revies their peacatime programs to meet the
emergeuon of the poreent war conflict. Accordingly, the Division
of Negro Affair# hs rplaod its peanr program ith the enedosd
plea of notions

The viotowy program of the hU700 neber organization of the Uaited
Statn Chahr of Camroo nea of such magnitude that the President
epnm4sa his gratitudea publicl. I am convinced that egroes i

be4Msw desire that their prtriotisa shall ot be surpassed by azq
,4iness organisation and their traditional loyalty to the Goven

reaaintoatk,

X respectfully urge that you serve on the planaig owtte. of
your Stan, ad you ajy select that operation sitabl# to your talents*
Your State Chairman will o=Mmuiata Vith youeon the technique4 eassgn
awta and procedure best adpted to your loality.

YOU re advised to so aUate with this ofiO frequently and
your owtthaism t otis endeavor ara inwite4 In order that our nxt
war releaae, cantidng the nation of our omittees, night receive
proper timing and adequate publietty, please reply 3tadlately to this

Very sincerely yoUra,

BEmmer martin Laneasthr
Adviser on Negro Affainr
U. S, Departmnt of OCacaren

fl~tdsJ

- I



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 80v 1941

goad* %nass Ratoni ep at2
PubAe SchestsDivia a l4

Cardea Htc4 $ohoo4

Ielns eao, asp0w

By the ti You MeIn this letter I shall b aonm
fly 4o bapia, Ttea*#s#e

I haM reseiwd seta ftrea two ous with nts
toyoa"03nt phas 19 nmise4 panp0 ph efr a

mister to eW. R t npvgene my at ntenne
to b$* reply, S@n atier *sto wh ret pmwea%

2seer I va 0ae4 to ,arWew with '1 Antt ]tAI fa4
ukayepRt H, t a a tan th weakaTe en ae
the Only Ant4i*46s who Man n*tte A wt ntew
on"cto* y*Wer ln C4 .onrs it o not 4." 1 to
itetn with ea0 propn whiah will .4 bero keiw
theo cheet the oinzay by to*ietic 46 trea 4he dos
aOnt#

You ave y tfl ooopenra tn in yer pesent tr,

Yory siaeely ynrs,

U,8sor oftbnzt Afteore
SantsU# * So Dparbasat of Camere
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 20 , 194

r. Abon t REolcey
eoutIvo $eoretary

th* National )egro lusieas Lague
Tskegee Institute, Alabma

Dear MV, Holsey;

,# * # T bare no destro to hinder any expanaon advemast whbph
relates to the Goverment business program for fegreeo, I 4*
no qbjectiea to asy support or assistane which you sy radr

An Qonation with a, rypps t program, As a. mtter of fw*'
I think this $i a worty venture and that the tn'eeshoulA
supportt it*. * *

Very sincerely yours

(Stgne4) Thner )ebstt TLestr
Adviser on Ngro Attr
U, So tpartnnt of Coeerfl

I
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FICERS

CIS A. GREGORY
President
Armstrong High School

IRENE C. HYPPS
Vice President At Large
Cardozo High School

BERTHA C. ANDERSON
Vice President
Commercial Education
Cardozo High School

VIVIAN T. TURNER
Vice President
Home Economics
M.M. Washington Vocational

WILLIAM H. PAYNE, JR.
Vice President
Industrial Arts
Garnet-Patterson Jr. High

CLIFFORD V. SMITH
Vice President
Related Subjects
Phelps Vocational School

THELMA E. WILSON
Vice President
Related Subjects
M.M. Washington Vocational

ELLIS 0. KNOX
Vice President
Teacher Training
Howard University

VERMELLE H. TURNER
Vice President
Trade and Industry
M. M. Washington Vocational

JAMES 0. SNOWDEN
Vice President
Trade and Industry
Phelps Vocational School

MARTIN D. JENKINS
Executive Committee At Large
Howard University

RUTH C. LEE
Executive Committee At Large
Armstrong High School

EDGAR P. WESTMORELAND
Executive Secretary
Administration Annex No. 2

RAYMOND M. ALEXANDER
Financial Secretary
Armstrong High School

WILLIE ANNA DODSON
Recording Secretary
M.M. Washington Vocational

WILLIAM N. BUCKNER, JR.
Treasurer
Armstrong High School

WALTER L. CRAIG
Editor-in-Chief, Journal
Phelps Vocational School

ALBERT A. BURGESS
Business Manager, Journal
Phelps Night School

National Capital Vocational Association
Administration Annex Number 2

14th and Q Streets, Northwest

Washington, D. C.

August 18 , 1941

Mr. Ermmer R. Lancaster
Special Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

I would like for you to know some of the things which
have transpired since the Jurne meeting of the Virginia
Trade Association. You will recall that I recommended
and the Association voted to request the Honorable
Jesse Jones, Secretary of the J. j. Department of
Commerce, an expansion of the facilities and services
available for businesses as small as those represented
by the average Teqro proprietor.

It seemed futile for one association to make a single
request of such import, therefore, thirty-two other
business and business education organizations were
contacted. I have been reliably informed of thirteen
similar requests that have bee sent in to the Secretary
and presume that there were others. Since these thirteen
represented ten different states, it shows something of
a national need.

Mr. Carlton Gaines writes me that the rHonorable Jesse
Jones may be on the program of the Ntional Negro Business
League when it meets in iMiemphis this month. If so, that
is a fine opportunity to follow up such a request by the
national body. Both l.r. Gaines and Mr. Holsey have in-
vited me to attend.

A further contact has been made wit i the Senate Special
Committee to Study Problems of American Small Business.
Mr. Charles G. Daughters, Committee clerk in charge of
the business education needs, asked that a report on the
special needs of the Tegro small business man be prepared.
This has been done and that report is now in process of
being printed. I think it is to be released shortly by
the Committee and copies will be available (free) from
the Cormittee room in the Senate Office Building.



Since Mrs. Bethune is chairman of the Negro government advisers
she was informed of tie requests that had been sent into the U.
S. Department of Commerce and of the needs for special services
to be rende,:ed to Negroes in blisiness. In her reply, dated
July 25, Mrs. Bethune states that she will be very glad to
get with you directly and do whatever she can in addition to
a more direct contact with the Secretary. ThiiisifsosTsiifi-
cant and I hope that you- will talk over any olans that you might
like to see -out into effect with her.

You will understand, of course, that no official ontact was
established with your office because it seemed more effective
if all requests catie from those representing the needs of Negroes
out in the field of business and business education. The source
of -this movement has come solely from the contacts which business
persons and business teachers have made with one another at re-
cent meetings where the immediate problems of the Negro in business
and Negro youth preparing for business have been discvesed.

We take for granted that in your official capacity as Special
Adviser on ve.gro Affairs in the U. S. Department of Commerce,
you favor and will coonerate with any constru-ctive suggestions
of services to Negro business and integration of personnel to
insure such services in the Research, Marketing, and Small
Store Stracture and Operation divisions. In fact, you are the
only individual in position to make concrete recommendations.

We feel it a responsibility to see that something is done to
improve the conditions of business as practiced by our group.
Our's is not a mere racial interest, but a sincere desire to
help in the strengthening of AMerica's economic resources.
Any steps toward the successful adjustment of so important
a minority as the Negroes in Aerica*represent, will be a con-
tribution toward the defense of our democracy.

In whatever ways we may ass at your present program, you know
that we are willing to serve. In any ways that you may further
our requests, we hope that you will do so.

Very truly yours,

I r ene C. H:{yac



August 8 1941

Mr. Albert Hyppe
7 Logan Circle, N. WO
Director, Negro Business Institute
Washington, D Ob

Dear Mr. fppet

The official proceedings of the recent Negro Basiness
Conference held in. Washington, Do 0. have been pme
seated to the Cuommerve Daplicating Bootion for pre*
paration and will be ready for publication next week.
It has bee suggested that a statement be secured from
each member of the National Comittee on the Negro in
Business who attended the Conferene with reference
to his impreeions thereof. These replies will be re-
leased simultaneously with the distribution of the
proceedings*

I shall be pleased to receive your impression of the
Oonferease and any constructive oriticians you wish to
offer.

Very truly yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
0', 8, Department of Commerce

ERE:4mb
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story be written from a news angle concerning
personalities rather than another announcement of

the conference since they have already run an announ-

cement of the conference. Mrs. Bypps will be glad
to write the story for you if you will supply her
with the material, picture(Mr. Blount's especially),
etc. She will send around to the Y. for the

material this evening. I told her you would call

her as soon as you returned from the Broadcast.

Her phone number is Dupont 3718

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Notes From Telephone Conversation with
Mrs. Bypps

Suggested possibility of having N.Y.A,Band supply instrumenta 10 for MassMeeting. Spoke to Mr*.* SMsh
Director of Band about playing. MrhSmith thinks they can arrange its althoughthey have an engagement out of town onWednes day night, they expect to returnbefore Friday night. Mr* Shith's phonenumber is Taylor 1373,

Suggests you contl MAjor R. R. Wright
of Philadelphia to appear as a speakeror be given some prominent place
program because of his business connect.
tionso She will look up his address for
use

She contacted Matthews of the Afro in con.nection with a story concern con.ference. Matthewsryuggneers the co g

PIMPI



PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE IN CARDozo HIGH SCHOOL

RHODE ISLAND AVENUE AND NINTH STREET NW.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS PRACTICE

DIVISIONS 10-13

Dear dr. Lancaster,

Inclosed is a copy of the release that I

have given to the Afro. I'll get out a different

one for the Tribune in the morning.

On the second sheet are the names of the

local members of your National Committee, whom you

can call in Thursday evening. Mr. George H. Murray,

chairman of the teachers' secretarial group might

also be invited but that's all -- unless you want

to include the insurance managers and Mr. Douglas.

It seems to me, however, that you don't want to make

your reception and arrangements group too large.

Cordially yours,



Commerce Department Will
Entertain National Committee

The Division of Negro Affaire of the U. 3. Department of

Comameroe, of which Ewmer Lancaster is th8 adviser, opens its

first annual conferenrc-e on "The Negro in Business" on Friday

morning of this week. A public mass meeting will be held on

Friday evening at the Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, with the Hon.

Wayne Chatfield-Taylor, Undersecretary of Commeree; and L. C.

Blount, aecretary-general manager of the G0eat Lakes Mutual
and a former Washingtonian

Insurance Co., Detroit, idich./ as the principal speakers. Mrs.

Mary McLeod Bethune will present the members of the Federal Concil

of Negro Advisors, and Albon L. Holsey the visitors and delegates.

Special music will be rendered by the NIYA band, the WPA chorus,

the Cantoren Girls Chorus; and .,71 sabeth Sinkford Thornton, soloist.

Perry W. Howaxd will deliver the welcome address.

Four other sessions of the conference will be at the Department

of Commerce auditorium. On Friday morning, William A. Bailey,

Walter A. Chivers, and 2. C. Clark will talk on "The Negro in Business".

Friday afternoon, speciKlists of the Co imerce Department, will speak

on the services of their bureaus. The Saturday morning session is

devoted to "Business education and the T-egro. Att'y H. Elsie Austin,

Dr. V. V. Oak, Mrs. Irene Hypps, and Dr. m i H. hell will t 6<

this topic from both the college and secondary school levels. At

the closing session on Frid ay afternoon, the theme is that of

National Defense and Negro Business" with Leon M. Wallace of Louis-

iana, and Robert L. Mehorney, Chief, Defense Contract Serviae, speak*

ing, and Carlton W. Gaines presiding.
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Local members of the National Com-mittee on the Negro in Busineas

will serve as a Cotmmittee on Arrangements in receiving the out-of-

town delegates and visitors. These are- William A. Bailey, chair-

man, Att'y H. Elsie Austin, Dr. Dorothy Bo ading Ferebee, Charles

E. Hall, F. T.Harris, Albert L. 1ypps, Daisy YI. Jackson, Jesse W.

Lewis, John R. Pinkett.

-Associate committeeson publicityand secretarial service

poomposed of S. A. Douglas, Norman H. Branche, Clarence Ho

Robinson, 0. W. Fearing, Sr., A. . Lindsay, George E. Brice;

George Ii. Murray, Mrs. R. C. Hill, Mrs. E. M. McIntyre, Wrs.

R. B. Gray, Mrs. I. L. MOcNeel, Mi1rs. K. C. Tee, Mrs. H. A. Shrt,

Mrs. 3. K. Williams, Mrs. B. P. MIaloney and Mrs. M. J. Xightengale.

Cardozo High School office practice pupils are also assisting in

the clerical work of the conference sessions.

A Co amittee on Findings and Re-commendations will meet at

the close of the conference X".XQ gm In addition to the members

of the National Committee, others invited to participate are

Major R. R. Wright, Congressman Arthur D. Mitchell, MA Dr.

Garnet C. Wilicinson., and officials of other government departments.

The Washington Ch-mber of Commerce is sponsoring a special

entertai ment and smoker at the usolit Club on Saturday night

in honor of the Conference members.



PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE IN CARDOZO HIGH SCHOOL

RHODE ISLAND AVENUE AND NINTH STREET NW.

WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS PRACTICE

DIVISIONS 10-13 April 12, 1941

Mr. Emmer M. Lancaster
Adviser, Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have been thinking over the suggestion I made
yesterday in regard to a committee that might function
as a welcoming and general host group. Why not use
your Washington members of the National Committee and
have Mr. Bailey or someone familiar with the Department
set-up act as chairman? Since they would all be local,
you could have a committee meeting on Thursday in order
to have them feel a part of the active machinery. It
would be perfectly proper to designate them as a Committee
on Arrangements.

Suggestion number two is that the teacher group
who are to serve in stenographic capicities and for
helping register and what not, might be termed Associate
Committee on Arrangements. I have asked Mr. George H.
Murray to act as their chairman -- just so as to have some
one person responsible. His address is 928 S St., M w.;
telephone, North 2889. He has had a great deal of ex-
perience in arranging and looking after the details of
programs for the Musolit Club and for the Teachers Ad-
visory Council Institute Committee.

Where none of these committee names need to go on a
program, they would make good local publicity and create
much good-will. However, as in all cases where my sug-
gestions are concerned -- only use what may suit your own
purposes. It really makes no difference to me.

Is the Coimerce auditorium ecjuipped with a microphone?
Since it seats so many, your speakers will want to be heard.
Good luck to you. I won't mail the Afro and Tribune re
leases until tomorrow, therefore, if you decide to use the
suggested committee set-up let me know.



March 19, 1961

Mr. Albert Lo rp Dlreotor

Pear lit E 998

The FPAn f atZA40ztp *$A Se *BNnsso 5panered
bvtawDfof- ~b#t eDthewDflabba*or CO

# otuubW,4i eadth oPr*day

h4tudArw& S 4r bees at 10 a s., sad oes
tar, 0sAe.Ist e w40 4"tSoatae tufher
tater otleto ao *e4ee sa $ggaer.

the Ptvtesat $was Afl~re *4t. the qupz* *t
yerg# o at fl# eanbaa t wa sad

part~la.A the * enAh 4t4catu w lh w~lt be open
tthe ptb4*a

the eslrt r4.n @metas vnnrpt. troin peott weo
he 0nthat to tis gn

Veory stanrelz your,

Advier a bsro Attes
e,$A. s. 0 "nO at comroe

liptdad



April 10, 1941

Mr. Albert Le, llyp
Presd*nt, Negro Bus inoas &atitute
190$ 7th sitrea II, Vi

Pnr7 Mr. Uyppvz

Zn eonne4taa With the bXgro Business Conforao I sal

e p #A ed for you td attend a meetag in aur otttes ren

81, D1epa t n4 w oaorno" Building 4 .1# P44 Thum.*

y, 4f1 11th*. These saton will zeet promptly aso d4JV6MA

Vary siiesrely youran

mear omartla La faster
Advr'ron NOV*o Affts

ExhadU* 3,6o Dpartaeut of* C0Omere
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September 30, 1941

14 Charles $4 Thll
447 YOU S-0400t#X*

Wshingtonz. fl4

I Wa wey hampp to reetre your recent 1ete
w A , upon the material releaed

ti tan hok Touqstton that thee
pa0phlet0 #ho44 be fltod -tour Negn oolleg*

10butes ntto-e elles cze Oat rmwy effort
tfl W sad to eply thrawth.

I ea flre plesaA to nan~vn your advtee, and
I hop* that yoa t11 te4 re to ouep sa my
afttie at t3n7 time

Yn truty young

Mer Ma flene*earAdvise onr taire
U, s ottDeWeiot of Comwo
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August 8 1941

*. Obarles U. Hall
17 U Street, No W.

Wahingto, PD Co

Deer Mr. Hells

th ofttotul prooeed4ie of the reeat Negro Ainese
Ste0 esebolin4 To Washigtea% D o has bee pro

seated to the CGene aDpLtIAg Seeton for pre.
pston and wilU be ready for publiostion ant meek.
t ho be suested that a eateneb be seonrefro
ah mmbor of the Naetonal Ca ftaee on the Negro i

Bua ess who atteded the Contramse with rennose
to his tapnsstes thert, These eplie will be wea

lese estaltaneousty with the iWtribaton of the

1 shea be pleased to receive your tUprossion of the
Confereuoe tad any onetruotin artSeame you wish to
offer,

Very truly your$*

Umaer Meatin Lexaster
Adftlar on Negro AfTairs
U, S, Dopartmnt of Comoee



April 16, 1941

Mr. Charles 1. htU
617 " sU eet, N. W
Washington D, 0.

Deat Mr* .fHlst

tn consettso rith the egro Business Gord'erone t sha1l

be ploeed tf6r you to attend a meeting in X office, rooi

OPa eA otf Comaro Building at 74150 pam., Thrce

day, April t7 h. The seesion will met promptly ad adjwn

at 8000 pfr.

Vory Sinerely vours,

Enner Martin Ltnoaster
Adviser on Hegro Afairo

U,# , Depatmnt o Commero
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M1kLArch 14, 1941

MsCharles EUll
,l7 UStre-et, IN.
tik*shington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Hall:

During the past year comaunic atioon wore 'ddro sed to
you with rsference to the; formation of National Negro
Business Cmi mttee ,nd Conference to effect a more ad-
equate integration into the Departtent of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and a prelimiwry announcement thereof has.been prepared
and submittcid to the Department t s Press Bureau for im-
mediate release.

I =z pleased to enounce that this conforonee on the Ne-
gro in Busines vill be held Friday anLd Sautrday, April
18th ,nd 19th in th Dop rtment of Comwmerce Auditorium,
Washington, D. 0.

a subsequent release 'ontainiug the sessions, speakers
iuz photographs vill be distributed shortly. In order
to coapleto our program and comply ith the ro:ucate of

- papers for -,list of persons attnng the conference,
we Irespectfully urge tbat you send your photograph- ad dd-
vise us as to your attendane at your very crliat oppor-
tuni ty.

The Dep rWtent of Commerce will not be able to defray
the truve1ing oraccommod.tion expenses of aomitto
members, and no attendance or registration fee Iill bo
charged.

.,e expect your active participation in the conference
discussions, and I await your reply.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor oQ $egro Affai re
U. S. Delartrent of Commerce

EtML: dah
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Industry Possible Thru

Cooperative Effort
By CHARLES E. HALL, Grand Statistician

While there are no records showing the number and kinds of caskets purchased annual-
ly by members of our racial group, data relating to the number of our deaths in the United
States by states and principal cities are available and men familiar with the operations of our
morticians believe that a Negro-owned casket company doing a business of ONE MILLION
dollars per year or more could be easily financed and successfully operated.

Factory Consoldation Necessavy
In this connection it has been

pointed out that in 1939 there were
173,510 Negro deaths in the United
States and tha; our average deaths
per year from 1935 to 1939, inclusive,
was approximately 182,000. If the
two or three casket factories now op-
erated by Negro manufacturers could
be consolidated Into one large com-
pany thoroughly equipped and man-
aged, and if our hundreds of morti-
cians would purchase their caskets
and other supplies from this com-
pany, our Race for the first time in
its history would have a million dol-
lar a year Industry that would give
steady employment to a great number
of skilled and semi-skilled workers.
Each of the two or three casket fac-
tories now in operation could be ex-
panded to meet the requirements of
the territory in which they are now
located and serve, and each would
constitute a, unit of the consolidated
organization. It is believed that this
economic expansion could be success-
fully promoted and operated if our
morticians, our casket manufacturers,
bahkers ind iniiranceexecutives would
meet togther andt oroughly discuss
efryphase of the industry Including
the manufacturing, fnanciig and dig-
triI tioil7f tFplroduction7

The Possibilities

It Is, of course, unreasonable to be-
lieve that this concern would supply
all of the caskets used for the burial
of colored persons throughout the
United States, but assuming the mar-
keting to our undertakers of one-half
the number required for bur use each
yeai and estimating on the basis of
a very low wholesale average value of
twenty dollars per casket, this com-
pany would do a gross business of
more than a million and a half dol-
lars. And if the company sold but
one-third the huber required It
would still be a million dollar per year
industry capable of expansion under
efficient management.

We have the market, two or three
factories now operating and the sales-
m en,. Surely our trained bankers and
insurance executives can evolve a fi-
nancial plan to satisfactorily under"
write the project. Our. Race Is be-a
coming increasingly Interested in bu-

iwned and operated
e' eatlion I of em fo entor805o5 and daughters, and in having a

greater amount of money ietairied for
circulation withi the group. We are
facing a new era, possibly an era of
great economic expansion and our In-clusion in the new order may be large-
ly determined If not limited to our
own efforts. We must do something
about it, and we can at least make
and distrjbute our own coins and
embalming fluid through the buix-
dreds of intelligent morticlans--wi'he*funeralize our dead, 4

____________________ -*1
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Industry Possible TIru
Cooperative Effort

By CHARLES E. HALL, Grand Statistician

While there are no records showing the number and kinds of caskets purchased annual-
ly by members of our racial group, data relating to the number of our deaths in the United
States by states and principal cities are available and men familiar with the operations of our
morticians believe that a Negro-owned casket company doing a business of ONE MILLION
dollars per year or more could be easily financed and successfully operated.

Factory Consolidation Necessavry
In this connection it has been

pointed out that in 1939 there were
173,510 Negro deaths in the United
States and tha; our average deaths
per year from 1935 to 1939, inclusive,
was approximately 182,000. If the
two or three casket factories now op-
erated by Negro manufacturers could
be consolidated into one large com-
pany thoroughly equipped and man-
aged, and if our hundreds of morti-
cians would purchase their caskets
and other supplies from this com-
pany, our Race for the first time in
its history would have a million dol-
lar a year Industry that would give
steady employment to a great number
of skilled and semi-skilled workers.
Each of the two or three casket fac-
tories now in operation could be ex-
panded to meet the requirements of
the territory in which they are now
located and serve, and each would
constitute a unit of the consolidated
organization. It is believed that this
economic expansion could be success-
fully promoted and operate our
morticians, our casket manufacturer,
bankersn'd insuiancgexecutives would
me'et together and. thoroughly discuss
every phase of the industry Including
the manufacturing, financfig a nddi-
trutiof production,

The Posibiities

It is, of course, unreasonable to be-
lieve that this concern would supply
all of the caskets used for the burial
of colored persons throughout the
United States, but assuming the mar-
keting to our undertakers of one-half
the number required for our use each
yeaf and estimating on the bass of
a very low wholesale average value of
twenty dollars per casket, this com-
pany would do a gross business of
more than a. million and a half dol-
lars. And if the company sold but
one-third the number required It
would still be a million dollar per year
industry capable of expansion under
eficient management.

'We have the market, two or three
factories now operating and the sales-
men. Surely, our trained bankers aid
insurance executives can evolve a fl-
nancial plan to 'satisfactorily under.
write the project. Our Race' i be.e
coming increasingly interested In bu-
siness enterprises owned and operated
b y memerox&)f this racial group, in
the creation of employment for their
sons and daughters, and in having a
greater amount of money retained for
circulation withinn the group. We ar
facing a new era, possibly an' era 'of
great economic expansion and our in.
clusion in the new order may be large-.
ly determined if not limited to our
own efforts, We must "do something
about it, and we can at least make
and distribute our own coffins and
embalming fluid though the hun-
dreds of intelligent morticians-who
funeralize our dead.

Our Funeral BDIl

As previously stated we had 178,516
deaths in 1939. If the average cost
per funeral was one hundred dollars,
it means that our Race paid $17,351,.
000 to the 'undertakers during that
year. If the average cost is conserv-
ately estimated at $75 pqr funeral our
funeral bill was in excess of THIR-
TJEEN MILLION DOLIAR.S. - .Thbjsis I
Big Money in any language and defl-
nite plans shrould be made to give our
group a bigger "cut", and It can be
done.

Regardless of our problems, and
they exist without number, there is no
reason why we cannot overcome some
of the obstacles that surround us thru
an Intelligent cooperative effort to
strengthen our assets.



January 25, 1942

Jr . F0. Ear s
Executt.e Secretary

ashitoli, D C,

Dear Nr. Earr$ius

r. Jes H~JOzat Soeretary of Comaere, bas advised all agenes
withith jwartzt tozrvise ther psan program oa the

e of the presot war conflkt. Aoordingly the Division
of Vegro Affair hta repaired ts pre tr program wt the encood
pls of tetioa.

the victory progra oft the L4(K0 member organtntons of the Unite
,ta Chaer of , e was at eo agntude that the Prestdnt
expread his gratitude. jublticy, I a coneed bhat Regrew Xn
butlaniaes rn that ther patr*iotin shall not be ar by w

whe bsige agahaenand MAetrad ftIenal Wopatty to the GOv raw

I ragect ufly urge that you aerve on the p
ye St*, Ad $oU alnt that oeratIon suIt*ble to your talents.

tour State Chaira ni m 4e t6 you on the teobhlan e easiga-
ats ad praor bb 4 daptse to your beauty,

You ar *aee4 to eate with this othe tqab and
your erStaan of this eare Aitte& n order tWat our ant
wa release, okt the setto of our sensittees, miht reasive
properba sad adeate pubotys please reply immediately to this

Very sitaerely yors,



November 26, 1941

e Lqut 4* fSolland, Dean
Senet Houtona college

Austina, ea

Dear RW, Hollants

The Otnt flttrbu tou Divmton of OP.4 has initiated
6 p*e to at to muwntastnras na pesons In butsss,

ftetittea f6r detene .ontnoct ordera.

ft th IOoh 6t *ovetber, ese epeolatsain latWash*
te for 4 tour throughout the ountry to itont msn

tateurr 4 Ail busn n a to the foaetton of tw
Ootrset Pstttuttn Diiston and the profetua to so

1t*f ptfOAs ett Mabpocu" orders. Goern*
SOwt 4tt9 tthw W O.P.M." "4, 0y ad Mett

Oeastdna tflt-those train sad advise business

%May wdgedthis %* an oppofluntty for *eprones u st.
ao#to an wtqttd t this befensea s,n end

te pnptenoftte s att tstotato"youea
*0t peos* in buslnes wo deutn to tnpoot

these data4~ exhibits, th0 da6 sad pase of thes 4dfetue
tiw Th0ontswtflbe an adphy SDaner drdt

San MtQt% easbe 4th at Houston *ad bwealer8th at
Dalte h ee.peehi trin ae ono* Open to the publo,

sAd Aateton thereto is by erdesutead bz tield tfins
ot the G$eznbot tstribution Dvisaton of the O4, 54 waioh
tor yon tr tnttan s oeodate at the Federal Rsere

Uk* auildhtta "1aa0

The Wohington tfttoo has bn requested to 40ise the
trntou* f9d14 ettiee to ielude olord businesszen In
the inspeotton 4tew of these trains, and I th* it ad*
visable that yo o ast your field of$* tatediktely,

P3 ase lot ae know the outcome of your efforts.

Very truly yours,

anr Ertbiu Lanoster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U,a Nparomnt of Conera



23ay s, 1941

Mr. F. T# Harris
ExeOutive Secretary
I. E. A. 0. P.
1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. 0,

Dear Mr* Harris:

The request contained in your recent letter for the adw
dresses of members of the Fmtional Negro Business Com-*
mittee will be sent to you as soon as posible.

Very truly yours,

Eimer Martin Lanoaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U* 8 Department of Oommeree

ML: dmh



"T. Harris
Executive Secretary

MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

May 2I,194I.

Mr. E.M.Lancaster,
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
U.S.Dept. Commerce,
Washington,DC..

Dear Sir:

Please send me the names and addresses of the members of
the Advisory Council,if you have them convenient.
Also enclosed is the lattest issue of 0 Economic Life."

Yours truly,

Frederick T. Harris



MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

F. T. Harris Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.

Executive Secretary Washington, D. C.

March 28,1941.

Mr.E. M. Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S.Dept. of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Please find enclosed a. photograph of myself as per
your request.

Our paper will go to press during the weekof April
I. Will you have your program ready by that time?
If so,please send me one by mail.

Very truly yours,

F.T. Harris

I



F. T. Harris
Executive Secretary

MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

March 22, 1941.

E.M. Lancester
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S Dept. of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

My Dear 6ir:

In reply to your letter of March I3,please be advised
that I will attend the conference. Since I do not have
a photograph of myself just now ,it will be another week
or ten days before I can have one made. I hope thAs will
be soon enough,if not please advise me.

Very truly yours,

Frederick T. Harris



Mar ch 13, 1941

Mr. F. T. harris
Executive Secretary, LCAGF
1935 9th Street, N. W.
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. Harria:

During the past year communications were addressed to
you with reforecc to the formation of a Xtional Negro
Business Committoc and Conforence to affect a more ad-
equate integration into the Department of Commerce of
Neg roek enGaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee wore approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and a preliminary announcement thereof has beon prepared
ad submitted to the Department's Presa Bureau for im-

mediate release.

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
graxn, and I a pleased to amnounce that this conference
on the Negro in Business will be held i rid.y and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the Departmaent of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D. CP

A subsequent release containing& the somluo
anti photograpbn will be diistributed shortly. In order
to complete our program and comply with the eques'ts of
newspapers for a list of persona attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph and ad-
Vise us us to your attendance at your very earliest oppor-
tunity.

The Departmuent of Commarce will not be able to defray
the traveling or nccommnodation sxpenses of committee
members, and no attendance or registrar tion fee will be
charged.

We expect your active participation in the conference

di SCussionst, and I awai t your reply.

Very truly yours,

Emmner lMartin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs .

U. S. Department of Commered'

EM4L :dm



F. T. Harris
Executive Secretary

MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

nlnc 4 ,194I.

Mr.E.:M.Lancuater
Liv2ser c~ i:r'o gfa irs,
U. .L ept. of Cormmerce.

03' Lec.r dic:

In reply to your letter some time ago asking
me if I would serve on the proposed ivisory
Council for ero- bneines, I am glo to sy
I will.

Very truly yours,

F.T. Ha rri s



October 24, 190

MsoeYs To eestry9 MAS
4985 9u Mead N"' o 4omo

Dr Mr. Uarwten

The eo qt 4he prowoseNton e
tsttns nasry ca 4 Wpe te re061A
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F. T. Harris

Executive Secretary

MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N.- W.

Washington, D. C.

.august 22,1940.

Mr. . . Laencaster
Adviser on Lero Affers,
U.3Denartment of Commerce.
Washington, D.C.

Lear Sir:

In reply to your letter
in whi ch you ask if I will serve
National Negro Business advisory
pleased to say I will.

of August 21,
on the proposed
CouncilI 0z

Note: the street No. is 1935.

Yours truly

F.T.Harris



August 210 1940

Mr. F? t6Harris
$eoretary M..o ..
193f 9Mh StreetS N. W*
hashington, D. .O

Dear . Harris

Recently a letter was addressed to you oontaini pro*
posals for the formation of a National Ne5ro Aose
Advisory Counal to whidh you replied favorab1 The
purpose of this communioation is to ascertain f you
will serve as a member thereof.

Detailed pertaining to the program and date of the cono
fereno will be outlined later in the form of a Depart.
ment release*

I await your reply

Respeotfully yours,

Samer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8 Departmaent of Commeroe.

EMLsDME



F. T. Harris

Executive Secretary

MEA CP
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.

Washington, D. C.

A ugust 20,1940.

M1r.E.A.Lancaster
-idviser on Hegro affairs,
U.S. Department of Commerce,
ashington, .

Lear Sir:

In reply to :;our letter Of Lugust 19,
I am glad to say that the plan meets my approval.
Please inform me when I may have an interview vvith
you concerning the matter.

Yours very truly,

F.T. Harris



-August 19# 940(

Mr* 7.TIHarris
secretary MoR#A#C*?.

Washington, 1D#, 0#

Dear Mr. harries

The Department orOomeroisiiteeted 14 aSsiating
Nogro businesses with 'their problems as they relate to
(Govrmantal regulations# but unfortunately, exaipt for
st1tstl~oal data upon retail etalishment* and their n-
aomes# we bays very little kn qwledge ofib hir probhmn**
Wnormtion portsinizig thereto in my opinion can- be aO-w

quirod oaly through a msdiux of -contaot with the Vsde#'al
Govrwxb I havoc in mind the 'formntiton of a Negro 4uijw*
fless Adisory Ooiinoil or oommittee similar to the lbuw.res
Advisoryj Counail which nots at the call of the Sow4'ofrCOmercev to reoi~d sn d advite mthods of impr' ng
business 'by Goverroantal astiitoic.

I propose that this Negro Council shOuld be composed *tf
fifty or more prominent Negro butiese ~ruhu h
country *0 art, r*4weeet&t4*4- of A'll yp4oxof bus iness
iieluding f2inaiil and touring Intirestse, retaql
and wholesale esftablishments

~eoertly Pofes o sso e R, Lwis and Asoooiate Profestors
H. Nylorfttsugh, and Janes B. Mitohell of The 3)eparto'

ziwnt of Qemre ad Finanoe, Howard Universi'ty, eonfer~od
wi th m with reference to the foregoing,* -Out of this -,l006
fererce several proposals were mad* with rererence t4toad
using the Negro Advisory-office of this DepartmeOnt ofOtm aras a clearing house for all Ne&ro busl1Aeasse thr:Ou~
out the aourntry pertaining to (a i~zesamnsrton,
currioula in various Negro institutions,# (b) "Plaeement Of\,
otudants in business establishment this would be dotorob*-ied by maintaining a litt furnielhed by the eOkool* of
all choioei students applying for ~obs In various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses dosl.* ing expert
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employees of college experience, (e) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Departmet of Commorce and ite use
thereof as headqarters for the proposed oeamittee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro Intitutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I watt your imediate reply.

espeotfully yours*

Smer Martin Lancaster
Advisei on Negro Afairs,
U. 8, Department of Comfroeoi



/

wtati*e t o rwteanir*ti* pro*nato Vct
is o tepr swroaalctr eor ty he£ivso

prnmitssloes

otthe 1a300ofroraizatooo
Usal''"oh tndehantethes4a

tada*pubAe eaIea a ooyf iamod, tha vsed alaein
a *pnDeparmet t evii p eacianpograamrotinohsanotna o aal

mergetheerotnhetteaaOLA 4tt to tadGeditra

nsptfafly aurg th yoeYaw oathe autoed
y h Ste mypo wd"t tha0 anpr aty oyur talented

aYw ate 0C Comowa o ae waithyude thet te eedden4t

Aos#dpo tabs aatdto yoUr oaiy

ptasMr adSd tb at. it tonAs of fd hfr eotly ind
7eartt ad an an' adnnr hat operts Ta ordr zhat our z=t

war rele onaintig atia of er ounittes, misht receii
pare taan adequate petlty, ples reply izziedittely to this

Very shcerely yours,



Augtuet 15, 1940

Sasaol Houstona coll.e
4*stina Txa

Durx Profesor fHolland$i

booontly ia letter 'was addressed, to y oataiiAiii-proposal
for the formation of. a' ational Ngro BMus iress Adsory
911 to whi ch yoU rvpl iod -tfaorab1yo T?* purposoki\ of this ~

wioation: is to asaortain ifityou -will serve as member te

Details pertaing'to, +he po m n 4te of oforeco
will be outl ina& later inathe forma of a 'pepar rat release.

I aist your reply.

Avisor on, * tfi'F Imrs#
U. 5. Depar~we~t , omeeUrase

Al



SAMUEL HUSTON COLLEGE
AUSTIN, TEXAS

June 25, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

In response to your letter of june 13 with reference
to the formation of a Negro Business Advisory Council
or committee I wisn to state that I highly endorse the
idea and pledge my cooperation.

Needless to say that such an organization could greatly
aid Negro business in the manner proposed by Professors
Lewis, Fitzhugh,and Mitchell of Howard University.

You may count on me to serve where and when possible to
the best of my ability.

Sincerely yours,

Lewis R. hoiland
Head Dept. Economics

, 10-0



June 13, 1940

Office of Dean
Department of eoameroe and Finance
Samuel Ruston College
Austin, emas

Dear Sirs

The Department of Commerce is interested in assisting Negro
business with their problems as they relate to Governmental
regulations, but unfortunately, except for statistical data
upon retail establishments and their incomes, we have very
little knowledge -of their problems. Information pertaining
thereto in my opinion oan be acquired only through a medium
of contact with the Federal Government. I have in mind the
formation of a Negro Business Advisory Council or committee
sieilar to the Business Advisory Couneil which meets at the
oail of the 8coretary of Commeree, to reoumend-and advise
methods of improving businees by Governmental assistance

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed fifty
or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the country
who are representative of all types of business including
financial and manufacturing interests, retail and wholesale
establishments.

Roently Professor Jesse W Lewis and Associate Profossors
B. Whylor PFithugh and James B. Mitchell of the Department
ofih Comre an ?inanoas toward Univresity, conferred with me
with reference to the foregoing. Out of this conference sevo.

oial proposals were made with reference toward using the Negro
Advisory office of the Department of Commerce as a clearing
house for all Negro businesses throughout the country per*
taining to (a) business admiistration ourricOula in various
Negro institutions, (b) placement of students in business
establishment; this would be determined by maintaining a list.
furaished by the schools of all shoioe students applying for
jobs in various types of businesses and a list of those
businesses desiring expert employees of college experience,
(c) faotual studies to be made available for the benefit of
small Negro businesses, (d) a conference to be called and held
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in the auditorium of the Department of Commere and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of which
the professors of business administration courses in Negro
institutions will be members.

This office plans to issue a bulletin periodically of the
work of the department for wide distribution.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to the pro-
posal, especially the composition of the connittee and the
date of the conference., I await your imediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Sauer Martin Lansaster
Advisor on Negro Afftairs,
U. S. Department of Comeroe.

IWL:ei
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January 2a, 3194

Dr. Gordon 4lbinon
Virgikia Union Uivnrsity
Richmond, Virginia

Dear DWr !Iamoo1s

tM, Jqtne w Jcese Seeretary of cmnerae, has advised 4l agenees
hi t hU e tOw-artmeak to revise thtr peacetime progreastto weet the

enregnio.tof the present war conflict. Accordingly, the Divisio
of egro Affaire ha replaced its promwar proprt with the enolse4

pin of sotit.

The Vistory ,rogran oftthe,t0 M" er organiationpfetheUnet&
stats chambere of0dne s asofasuch magitude that thoe Preidet
ezpmessed his ,gaftitudeubliety* 'I amcovinced thatieqestin
business desire that their patriotisa shall not be surpassed by ay
othr businse orgrdatton and their traditional loyalty to the Goveruw
nnt win tritolt.

I respetutly rge that you sorte on the plannIng counts eeof
your State ad yes any wleet that operator atitable to yor talenta
Yor Sttcha wifl teramite with yU on the technique assign-
nnts and reeddarv best *dapted to your 1nocaity.

Tom aretse ad to with this ofce frequently and
fear othiatof this end'.vor are vite. In order that opur efxt

VWr releaW% eetaa t a of owu cotheea, alsht repoen
proper tsin ad adegant peblitty, please reply madiately to this

.Tery #ieroiy yours

Adtier on Nego Affairs
YJ410 S epadentof Commre

M44da



March 13, 1941

Dr. Gordon B. Rincock
VirCinia Union university
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Iineock:

During the past year tcommunications were addrsed to
you with reference to the fovtation of a Ntional Negro
buainess Comitteue and Conferenea to affect a mor- ad-
equate integration into the Decartmnt of Commerce of
tNegroes engaged in business. RecOntly, the COnference
and committee were approved by the Secretary of Gomerce,
and a psreliminury announuenerst thereof has been prpred
and submitted to the Department's ePress Bureau ior im-
meuiate release.

Letteae on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleased to announce that this conference
on th Negro in Business Aill be h.ld Friday and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D. C.

A subsequent relea. cont3i.ing the seasons, speAkors
and photographs will be distributed shortly. In order
to complete our program and comply with the requests of
newspapers for a list of p:)rsons atteudin& The conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph and ad-
vise t18 as to your attendance vt your very earliest oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Commerce will not be able to defray
the traveling or accommodation expenses of committee
members, and no attendance or regiatratin foe ill be
charged.

We expect your active pcArtiecipation in the conference
discussions, and I await your reply.

Very truly yours,

EuYmer Mrtln Lanocaster'
Advis er on Negro Affairs
U3. S. Department of Commerce

ZML: dmb7
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

September 17, 1940

Dr. Gordon B. Hancock
Virginia Union University
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Hancock:

Recently a letter was addressed to you containing pro-
posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Council to which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this communication is to ascertain if you
will serve as a member thereof.

Details pertaining to the program and date of the con-
ference will be outlined later in the form of a Depart-
ment release.

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce.

EML: Dlvi
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September 17, 1940

Dr* Gordon Be Hiaek
Virginia Uni Viest
Richmont, VI iia

Dar Dr. Baqoeks

Recently a ite was addressed to you containing pro*
posls or formation of,&aNational Negro Business

Advisory anoil to whieh you replied favorably. The
purpose oe thiscommanieation is to as$ertein if you
will servW as a moaber thereof#

Detailed pertaining to the program and date of the can-e
fereaoe,*w11 be outlined later in the form of a Depart*
mat re4e#e

I awaitY our reply

Reespstfully yours,

Samer Martin Laneaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U& 8. Department of Commeree.

E, tMS



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 28, 1940

Dr. Gordon B. Hancock
Virginia Union University
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Hancock:

The Department of Commerce is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in-
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ac-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Fitzhugh and James B. Mitchell of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this con-
ference s-everal proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Departmeth of Com-
merce as a clearing house for all Negro businessmen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) pl cement of
students in business establishments; this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of. those businesses desiring expert
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employees of college experience, (c) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
-which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions -will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to those
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce.

EML: DNHL
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August 28, 1940

Dr. Gordon B. Hanoook
Virginia Union University
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. anoocks

The Department of Gommerce is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in*
cones, we have very little knowledge of their problems
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion oan be ae*
qaired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government, I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory ounoil or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the-eall of the Seoretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I propose that this Negro Counil should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including fi anoial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments

Recently Professor Jesse Tr Lwis and Associate Professors
R. Naylor Fitshugh and James Bo Mitchell of the Depart*
ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with ms with reference to the foregoing. Out of this son,
forence s veral proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department~ of Corn.
merce ahs a clearing house for all Negro businessen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments; this would be deter*
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for sobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert

- -
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employees of college experience, (o) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (4) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Conneroe and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors. of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours.

Eneaer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Departmak of Conro.

ENUtSM



December 30, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey, Executive Secretary
The National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holseys

Thanks very much for including our latest release
in the January iseue of the Service Magazine.

I think that the Steering Committee of the League
used sound judgement in its decision to go ahead with the
1943 Conference. We need to apprise our businessmen of the
most recent Government war regulations and acquaint them
with available opportunities offered in the present war
economy. The best method of conveying this information
to them is by conducting conferences or clinics and present
information or authorities who are specialists in their
particular field.

I feel assured that the Baltimore Conference
will be most effective for I believe that Mr. Allen
will exert his utmost energy in the interest of the
Organization.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EM ERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C,

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
RALPH B. STEWART, JR.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TREASURER COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS
MRS. U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY

LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

October 26, 1942

Dear Miss Johnson:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLA, CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTY HALL, ST. Louis, Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OaSLIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUGUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

TREASURER
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.

SECRETARY
MRS. LUCY WINSLETT

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Thank you for your prompt reply

to my letter requesting copies of your release on

"Government Contract Awards and the Negro in Business".

Please convey my greetings to

Mr. Lancaster when he returns.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA YoL

MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.

WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON, INST., VA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DR. W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLA. CITY, OKLA. Exe4
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH. AT.
DR. C, B. POWELL, NEW YORK CITY
G. W. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX. Miss Ieatrice M. Johnson
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA. etary
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO Department of Commerce

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS Office of -the Secretary
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD. Washington, D. C.W)LLRW . ~LLEA LTIpj MmcORE D Wsigon ,C

urs very trul

lbon L.Hosey
cutive Secretary

WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FALLS, ST. Louis, Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
C. D. KING, NEw YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PENN.
LEWIS W. MCKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.
LEO M. WALLACE, BATON ROUGE, LA.

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION; CHICAGO, AUGUST 26,27,28



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

300KER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

RALPH B. STEWART, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TREASURER-COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS
MRS.U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
CHAPLAIN

BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

JESSE 0. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY
LEGAL ADVISOR

A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
W. . EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DR. W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J.S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO

OBJECT
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMEfT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

February 14, 1942

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

The Drorams of' t-he Naional T'Negvro

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
RoSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. KITTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BourrE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Bfisiness League conventions have been progressively
better since our national officers have helped to
make them up.

For the past several years we have selected a
"General Theme" for the convention with panel dis-
cussions which were related to the theme.

May we now ask that you submit suggestions for
the theme for the 1942 Chicago convention together
with panel topics.

Your further suggestions of white and colored
speakers for Founder's Night and panel chairmen and
discussants will be appreciated.

We hope to have your full help and cooperation
that the Steering Committee's task of arranging the
program may speedily be accomplished.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FALLS, ST.LoUIS, Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
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Dear Mr. Lancaster: MRS. LUCY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BouTrE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

On my return to the Institute, I found your
letter of the 3rd awaiting my attention in which you
gave me the names of some of the national officers who
have not yet replied to your letter.

I saw Mr. Ragland in person and he was very en-
thusiastic about the appointment, and both Mr. J. E.
Smith and Mr. Willard Allen have written and told me
that they would be very glad to accept. Mr. McKissack
is out of Tennessee and down here in Alabama doing a
construction job at the new air base here. I gave you
the name of someone else who could fill his place.

I imagine Mr. Falls has been very much excited over
the lynching at Sikeston because he has been out of St.
Louis on several occasions, and it is probably for that
reason that you have not heard from him. Knowing Mr.
Falls as I do, you can count on his cooperation in every
way.

I do not know what to say about Mr. Hornsby and
Mr. King. Sometimes I never hear from them. Most of
the men were very enthusiastic about your asking them
to serve and will, I know, give a fine account of them-
selves.

Yours very truly,

alh/g Executive Secretary
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with is copy of a letter which I
o Mr. Luther C. Harris of Nashville,
s self-explanatory. If you have not
someone else from the state of
d be very glad if you would follow
ggestion and invite Mr. Harris to
ssee State Chairman.

.homa City last Friday night and the
ro Chamber of Commerce had a Luncheon
nd had just received a letter from
as State Chairman. This letter

e Smoker, and those present applauded
their fellow worker by the Department

s very glad to observe with what pride
hey greeted this information.

tters from a number of Regional Vice-
whom said they would be very glad
y that you would have them serve.

Yours very truly,

Executive tary

NATIONAL OFFICERS
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December 11, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Conerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. Louis. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LucY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Some time ago you wrote me about Civil Service
examinations soon to be offered in connection with
the Department of Commerce, and requested that I
suggest to as many of our people as possible to take
these examinations. Please be good enough to send
full information regarding these examinations to
Mr. Robert Smith, Principal, Colored School, Tchula,
Mississippi.

I have talked with Mr. Smith and find him both
wide awake and well trained with the type of back-
ground which would enable him to pass the examination,
and if an appointment is available, would I believe,
be quite a credit to the race as well as to the
Department.

We had a very interesting meeting of the Steering
Committee here Monday and regret very much that you
could not be with us. Much action was taken which
will be of interest to you and you will be receiving
right behind this letter a copy of the Minutes of the
meeting held here Monday.

Y very uly,

alh/g yxective ecretary
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November 27, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

On my return to the Institute, I found y
letter of the 12th regarding motion
owned and operated by Negroes.

I do not have the information which you request
on file in my office, but will have to send out an
inquiry to our local organizations requesting them to
send as much information as they may have with respect
to the names and locations of such theaters. I know
that Mr. James A. Jackson, 26 Broadway, New York City,
would be very helpful also in contributing some definite
information on this subject. At bne time I know that
he had a complete list of Negro owned and operated
motion pictures.

We very much hope that you are planning to come
down to Tuskegee on December 8th for the meeting of
the Steering Committee. If you are coming, please
let me know at once so that I may make suitable
arrangements for your entertainment while here.

Very sincerely you -s,

alh/g Executive Se etary

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. CoX, DURNAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JosePH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

MRS. FANNIE . PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICEPRESIDENT

MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

TREASURER
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.

SECRETARY
MRS. LucY WJNSLENT

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, .A.

our
picture theaters



December 1, 1941

Mr. Albon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
National Negro Business league
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear MrHoey

I dont think I shall be able to attend the
conference in Deember at Tskegee. It Is my desire
to come to Tuskegee during the spring for the Founder's
Day eeremonics.

Arrangetents are now being made for the Second
Annual Conference on the Negro in Business to be held
in Washington during the Easter vacation of 1942.

Very truly yours,

Emm~er Martina Latnesister
Adviser on Negro affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce



December 1, 1941

Mr. Albon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
ational Negro Business League

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holesy:

1 dont think I shall be able to attend the
conference on December 8tL at Tuakegee. It is my
desire to can to Tuakegee during the spring for the
under'ss Day ceremdnies.

Arrangements are now being made for the
Second Annual Cocference on the Negro in Business to
be held in Washington durinG the Easter vacation of
1942.

Very truly your,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Dept, of Commere



November 26S, 1941

Mr. Albon L. oley
Zxeotiw Seoretary
ational Negto uzness League

tnekgea Institute
Thak4oge AMab3Am

Dear We Hols8t

The onant tstrttibion Divitson of O4PM. has initiated
pea to avail to wa sttnrs and persons in business,

teefttete* for define sotenat orders.

On the 10h of Raember, thre special trains left Wasl*
*usto for a tour throughout the cotry to tom mnta*

tubers and aIl teiestam as to the fwtion of the
sAret DtetbWtton Dtvision ad the pro*wo to see

sure defense cotaets an proureent orders Goverm.
m w oettetals trpi th O, SAra.Mo Navy and Naithe

**Caiston whil aoewpe these trains sad advise businas-
nxt ae detent teehatqn.

I u *gnt this is an opr Wty for Neros in but.
uses to bosa*' aquitaed with thts defense service, and
tht purpose ot thiwtis tnt Is ito ton ye ead
ether praken4 persona in business who destre to intpeet
these 4.tpa ehibtt, the datesad p10 of these defense
tran ThOetais wil, be on display Doenr 1eth at
Mobile and Deonabr 15th ataBiningha these er4a
tant us o iasope to th it eapubUoand a4sion tereto is

by 04"0 issued by field 0tthes o th Contact Distri*
button DisteOn of OP*l which for your ttrnati* is
1seatd at the Federol SnRrVe *k Building in Btning#
hea.

The Washinton oftfa has ben requeted to advise tho
vwriou field offices to include colored bustneteonn in
the inpetion tour of these trains, and I think it ad.
viable that you oontaot your field office Smediately.

Please let me know the outcome of your efforts.

Very truly yours,

BooraserMatin Lansaster
Aiser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commere
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November 15, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA. GA.

GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLErrT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Upon the authorization of the Chairman of the
Steering Committee and the President of the League,
I am writing to notify you that the Steering
Committee will meet at Tuskegee Institute on Monday,
December 8th at 9:30 A.M.

All National Officers of the League are invited
to attend the Steering Committee meeting and to
participate.

In the meantimeplease let me know if you plan
to attend and also send your suggestions for any im-
portant matters which should go on the agenda.

Yours very truly,

alh/g Executive Searetary

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY. OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK. CLEVELAND. OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J._H. COATES, JACKSON, MISS.
U. S. FALLS, ST. LouisMo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO. ILL.
RUSSELL S. GlDsoN, BOSTON, MASS.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARRIS. DURHAM.N. C.
W. S. HoRNsaY. AUGUSTA, GA.
JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KINGNEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND,

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEwis W. McKiSSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACED SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

Your name has already been entered on the
subscription list of SERVICE magazine. We hope
you will find the monthly reports of business
activities among our people interesting.

During the year you can help in several ways:

1. Send us news about business activities in your
community. Photographs are also useful to
illustrate some particularly outstanding enter-
prise.

2. If there is no local organization in your city
which affiliates with the Business League, en-
courage such organization. We will gladly send
information.

3. Help us to secure somc additional members in
your community. Speak to such prospects and
send us their names for follow-up. We can
send you some blanks for individual applica-
tion for membership.

Let us 41 join together this year to enable the
Business League to render an expanding service among
our people.

alh/g

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA. GA.
GEORGE W. COX. DURHAM, N, C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIs, TENN.

'I

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. MO.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

October 14, 1941 MRS. Lucy WINSL OK M
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BouTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

DEAR MEMBER:

Herewith enclosed is your membership
card for the current fiscal year in the National
Negro Business League. We take this occasion to
express our thanks to you for your interest and
cooperation.

Yours very tuuly,,

Executive Secretary



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

August 18, 1941
PRESIDENT

DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.,

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA Advisor on Negro Affairs
TREASURER COMPTROLLER

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA. Department of Commerce
AUDITOR

G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.W h o D

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZEDear Mr. Lancaster:
MRS. U. S. BOND, MADISON. ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

CHAPLAIN
BiSHoP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS. ATLANTA. GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

HENRY ALLEN BOYD. NASHVILLE, TENN.
N. W. COLLIER. ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
GASTON A. CRAWFORD. HOUSTON, TEX.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
JAMEs A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TE(.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C.
MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND, OHIO
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK CITY
JAMES ROUcE, HITCHCOCK, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON. IDABEL, OKLA.

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. Louis. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLEffr
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a recent
issue of the Domestic Commerce News Letter and
have checked a paragraph which was particularly
interesting to me. What I would like for you to
do if you will, would be to write me a letter
calling attention to this localized service of
the Department of Commerce, which I in turn
may mimeograph and send to all of the local
organizations and urge them to take advantage
of this field service.

Yours very truly,

alh/g Executive Secretary

Dictated but not signed.
REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLOUNT. DETROIT, MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK. CLEVELAND. OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. COATES, JACKSON, MISS.
U. S. FALLS, ST. LouIs, Mo
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO. ILL.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM. ALA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING. NEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND,

NEw ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS. JACKSONVILLE. FLA.



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICEPRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE. FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. COX. DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN. DETROIT. MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ALBON L. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
ROBERT R. MOTON. JR.,

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TREASURER COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON. ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THEN

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

September 12, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
NEGRO DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA. GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT. MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE. JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT. MICH.

2ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLEfIT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE. NEW ORLEANS, LA.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZER Dear Mr. Lancaster:
MRS. U. S. BOND, MADISON. ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. I thought you

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA. a copy of a letter

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS. ATLANTA. GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR Assistant to the Se
A. T. WALDEN. ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Commerce.
DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
N. W. COLLIER. ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
WM. M. COOPER. HAMPTON INST., VA.
GASTON A. CRAWFORD. HOUSTON, TEX.
ROSCOE DUNJEE., OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN. alh/ g
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY

MRS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, ,bKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS. TEXI.
0. K. MANNING. HOUSTON, TEX.
THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, 0. C.
MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND. OHIO
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT. MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL. NEW YORK CITY
JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON. IDABEL. OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY. OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLoUNT. DETROIT. MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK. CLEVELAND. OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. COATES, JACKSON, MISS.
U. S. FALLS, ST. LOUIS, Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO. ILL.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM. ALA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY. AUGUSTA. GA.
JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING. NEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND,

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEo SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

would be interested in seeing

from Mr. Norman W. Baxter,

cretary of the Department of

Yours very truly,

Exec tu ive S bretary



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Office of the Secretary

Washington

September 8, 1941

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Mr. Jones has asked me to acknowledge your
letter of September 5.

He appreciates your statement that Messrs.
Lancaster and Bailey were able to add to the
success of your deliberations at the meeting of
the National Negro Business League and asked me
to thank you for the copy of Dr. Walker's re-
marks,

Sincerely yours,

Norman W. Baxter
Assistant to the Secretary

f



TRADE WEEK TRADE WEEK

During the recent convention of the National Negro Business League,
Mr. William A. Bailey, Division of Business, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D. C., made official presentation of the census Report entitled, "Retail
Negro Proprietorships - 1939". This report says:

"Retail sales of the 29827 unincorporated.Negjg Establishments in
1939.amounted to1$71,446,000, an increase of 49.0 percent over the corres-
ponding total for 1935".

As encouraging as is this report, the sales are still 27.5 percent
less than sales in Negro retail outlets in 1929, according to the Census
Report,

Negro Trade Week campaigns offer the most direct and effective method
for stimulating sales increases. Reports from communities where these
campaigns have been conducted show substantial increases in business and
a definite awakening on the part of Negro consumers.

It is hoped that every local organization. will begin NOW to plan for
the Fall Trade Week Campaign.

As the result of defense activities, many Negro families have more
dollars to spend and Negfo-operated business should immediately organize
to get their share of this increased income. Trade weeks help to direct
these dollars into Negro cash registers; and make it possible for Negro
proprietors to add new lines of merchandise, engage additional help, do
more advertising and render more effective customer service. New dollars
also mean new business established.

These campaigns reflect the highest type of community cooperation in
that local Housewives Leagues, local churches, schools, newspapers, fraternal
organizations and other groups join together in giving wholehearted support
to such a broad and practical objective.

Upon request, we shall be glad to supply a suggested outline of pro-
cedure for planning such campaigns. This outline represents a collection
of experiences of local groups which have put over these cooperative
efforts.

Yours very truly,

Executive Secretary!/



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
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ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

September 5, 1941

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA. GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE. JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK. DETROIT. MICH.
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2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
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MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS. LA.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am writing to thank you for the definite contri-
bution which you made to the success of the Business
League convention which was held in Memphis last week.

We were so very happy that the Nominating Com-
mittee tendered you a place on the Executive Committee
of the Business League and we hope you will accept
this assignment and be willing to work with us through-
out the year.

I think your presence on the Executive Committee
will mean much towards stimulating interest among all
of our National Officers in the next convention which
will be held in Washington next Spring.

When I am in Washington I shall plan to stop to
see you and talk more in detail about some of our
plans for the coming year.

Yours very truly,

Executive Secretary

ALH; ek

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you ffor your letterr of August 14..

We are writing Mr. Trent and Mr. Meserole today.
I have a letter from 1r. Bailey and he aSiures me that
he will be on hand for the address which he is to
deliver, on Friday morning.

You will be on the same morning on the panel dis-
cussion, subject of which is IHow May Education Help
Solve Problems of the Small Business Man?"

I am writing to Memphis today and remindin! them
that you prefer to stay at a hotel rather than a private
home. There is only one hotel in M'emphis that I know of
and that is the Clark Hotel. I have stopped there over-
night, but I am not sure that you will be wholly comfortable
there for three or four days. However, I will make a
reservation there for you.

Yours very truly,

Executive secretary

ALH:ek

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Would you be good enough to contact Mr. Meserole
and see if he would came down to Memphis to take part
in the Business League program this year? I have in
mind particularly to have him speak for us on Friday
morning the 29th when we take up problems of small
business enterprises.

You will be interested to know that I suggested
to Mr. A. Maceo Smith in Texas that he invite you
and Mr. Meserole to address the Texas State Negro
Chamber of Commerce when they hold their annual meet-
ing early in August. I understand that invitations have
been sent to you and Mr. Meserole and very much hope
that it will be possible for you to accept.

Enclosed herewith is copy of the Report of the
Committee of Findings which you sent me. I think
the revisions are most appropriate and hope that you
will give it widest possible circulation.

Yours very truly

Executive Secretary4-alh/g
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Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have had a letter from Mrs. Irene C. Hypps
suggesting that our organization get behind a move-
ment to have a Negro placed in the small stores
division of the Department of Commerce. Before
doing anything in this regard I wanted to check
with you and to know if such an effort meets your
approval.

I wonder if you have been able to make any
progress in the matter of Exhibits for the Business
League. You may recall that I spoke to you about it
the last time I was in Washington. We want to have
photographs or other Exhibit material showing what
the Negro is contributing to National Defense
through industry and agriculture.

With kind personal regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

alh/g Executive Secretary
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Dear Mr Lanc-ster:

Let me thank you for sendin-
correspondence with r. Granger of
League.

me copies of -our
4;he National Urban

I think you will be interested in the enclosed
letter from T. G-ranrger to me which contained the sug-

gestion leading up to Fr. Granmer's request to you for
the information which you sent him.

Mry understanding is that Dr. Ykalker has appointed
Mr. Jesse 0. Thomas chairman of the committee to work
on this matter and I an sure that as plans develop, you
will be called upon to cooperate, and wme hope that you
will be !willin- to serve as a member of that committee.

Iith kind personal rewards, I am

Yours very truly,

Executive Secretr

AL:ek
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1133 Broadway Room 526 New York City

Department of Industrial Relations

July 19, 1941

Mr. Albon L. Holsey, Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Some months ago on behalf of Mr. Eugene Kinckle Jones, I ack-
nowledged with thanks the offer of the National Negro Business
League to cooperate with the National Urban League in advancing
the interests of Negroes during the national defense program.

At this time I should like to call your attention to one specific
type of cooperation which no organization is so well equipped as
the National Negro Business League to offer. The Urban League
has worked zealously during the past twelve months to speed the
integration of Negro workers into defense industry. The results
of our efforts and the efforts of organizations similarly in-
terested have already been recognized. We note with concern,
however, that the same progress has not been made in assuring the
Negro business men and contractors a share of defense contracts
which have been awarded by the Federal Government.

I know that the National Business League agrees with us that
while Negro Business will profit from the increased income of
Negro workers in the defense program, these profits are small
compared to those that should accrue from a proportionate
division of the hundreds of millions of dollars being spent in
small defense contracts.

It seems to us that the National Negro Business League has an
unparalleled opportunity at this time to devise ways and means
by which Negro business capital can be pooled, management skills
organized, and formal bids presented in order to place with Negro
business those types of defense contracts that can be efficiently
handled with substantial profit.
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It seems to us that in such an approach there might easily lie
the beginnings of a real small industry for the race. Though
the defense program has proceeded a long way during the past
year, it is only now getting to the place where subcontracts
are being let on a scale to use the small contractor and in-
dustrial plant. Efficient organization during the next several
months might easily prepare Negro business for handling these
contracts while they are still being let. Do you thihk this
subject worthy of extended discussion at the National Negro
Business League's convention to be held next month? Can the
National Urban League be of service to you in developing the
idea?

It is probable that none of our National staff could be present
unless Mr. Jesse 0. Thomas could arrange to attend the convention
on his way to the National Urban League's Conference which takes
place from August 30 to September 1 at Green Pastures Camp,
Jackson, Michigan. I shall be very happy to offer whatever co-
operation we are able to extend.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Lester B. Granger
Lester B. Granger
Assistant Executive Secretary
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

LBG: RVA
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a copy of the last issue of SERVICL.

On page you will find a reference

to you

of interest to you

Each month the section of the magazine which
is devoted to activities of the National Negro
Business League and its affiliated g roups contains
reports on Negro progress in business, and comments
on timely Topic relating to economic conditions
among Negroes.

Yours very truly,

Executive Sccretaryalh/8

P. S. If you are not already a member of the National
Negro Business League, full information will be
sent you upon rectuest.
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U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:
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I am enclosing herewith copies of three letters
which I thought would be of interest to you. Mr. Leon
Wallace of Baton Rouge has already sent you a copy of
his interesting letter to me dated April 29th.

We havd attempted in our correspondence with a few
selected Negro leaders to encourage them to fully support
your efforts in trying to integrate Negroes into the pro-
duction of War material.

It looks as though I am to be in Washington sometimes
during this month and hope I can get there before you leave
for Jacksonville because I want to bring with me all of the
information which I have gathered to add to that which you
have assembled.

It must be very gratifying to you to find so many of
our Regional Vice-Presidents responding so whole-heartedly
to your cAll for names and addresses of Negro manufacturers.
I think this has done much to focus attention among our
people on the disadvantagesof inertia and indifference to
such opportunities as this one offers.

Through our office here we have striven in every
possible way to give 100% support to your efforts because
we are very anxious to see some of our people take full
advantage of these opportunities.

Yours very ruly,

E ouie S'ectpetaryalh/g
enc.



NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE OF JACKSONVILLE

410 Broad Street

C Jacksonville, Florida
0

P April 28, 1942
Y

Mr. A.L.Holsey
Tuskegee Institute
Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

I am in receipt of your letter of April 24th enclosing
excerpts from your recent address. I think your suggestions are
very timely and you should call a conference on these matters
as soon as possible. I think the presidents of the various
Leggues over the country should prepare a list of all probable
participants in the Small War Plants Corporation and forward same
to you to be analyzed.

There may be quite a number of eligible manufacturers or
plants which Mr. Lancaster does not know about so it seems that
in addition to the list he is preparing, a check-up list from
the various Leagues will give you a more thorough survey of
Negroes in various types of production. I do not know of any
Negro enterprises who have already qualified.

We are holding a Business and Consumers Clinic here in
Jacksonville on May 27th. Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster will
conduct two round-table discussions, one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon in the assembly room of the Afro-American
Life Insurance Company. In the evening of the same day there
will be a mammoth mass meeting here in the main auditorium of
Bethel Baptist Institutional Church. The main theme for the day
will be, "The War Emergency and the Negro in Business".

Kindly let me know whqt you think of this program.

Yours very truly,

/s/ Geo .W.Powell,President

4 ~



TEXAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF CO1ERCE

2011 North Washington St.

Dallas, Texas

April 28, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Reference is made to your April 24th letter relative
to small war plant corporations which was created by a
recent act of Congress.

I think there are sufficient possibilities in the
legislation to warrant the proposed conference. It appears
that the Business League, the Urban League and the Negro
Affairs Division ofthe Department of Commerce should be
the agencies represented in this conference. The Planning
Committees that Mr. Lancaster appointed could be utilized
in the selection of persons to attend this conference.

Attached is copy of a memorandum I recently sent out to
local chambers in Texas on this subject. I have begun to
get some replies, in already.

If travel authority could be provided the committeemen,
the conference might be held in Washington, D. C. I'll be able
to advise later as to possible companies that might be qualified
to get some of these war contracts in Texas. I agree in spirit
with your recent address delivered at the meeting of the GeorgLa
Teachers Association.

Cordially,

C /s/ A.Maceo Smith,President
0 Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce
P
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DALLAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Y

8142 Good Street

Dallas, Texas

April 29, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey,
Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Your letter of April 24 addressed to Mr. J. S. Jones,
former President of our local Chamber of Commerce has been re-
ferred to me for reply.

The excerpts from your address are interesting and challeng-
ing to us and we are planning a meeting of leaders and small
businessmen iarly in May in an effort to establish some competent
Negro business or businesses which may be eligible for government
contracts under the recent act of Congress. It appears to me that
such a group out of its own resourcefulness both financially and in
thinking of types of business would be splendid possibilities for
development. You, perhaps, are aware of the Negro concern located
in San Diego, California, owned and operated by Negroes which is
now in process of manufacturing parachutes for the government.
Their first contract order called for 30,000. The business is
providing employment for a large number of women and men. It is
owned and operated by H. "Skippy" Smith, 28 year old Los Angeles
parachute jumper. Eddie "Rochester" Anderson launched the venture
with a backing of $5,000.00.

For such a conference as you have proposed there should be in-
vited those individuals and representatives of organizations who are
definitely interested in such a program. The owner of small business
should attend where possible.

Our local plans are not yet complete as to how we shall work
locally, but, we will pass this information on to you as soon as we
have completed arrangements. As soon as the list of Negro enter-
prises which may qualify for war contracts is compiled by Mr.
Lancaster, we would like you to forward a copy to us. Please keep
us in constant touch with all developments.

Yours very truly,

L. Virgil Williams
Executive Secretary



May 12, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
The National Negro Susiness League
tas1kegee Institute
Tuskegoe Institute. Alabama

Dear Mr. Rolseys

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter and its
enclosurwe which I have read with considerable delight and interest.

I feel that a conference based upon this war conversion program
would be most appropriate. However, I feel that the August Convention
meeting in Ohicage could handle this situation most appropriately.
Tou understand that the information contained in my memorandua was
Senate legislation only, and has not been pleased by the House of
Representatives. Consequently, at the present time it is only a
proposal and not a 1ev. My belief to that the House will approve
this measwe and thereafter the task of securing deputies and
forming a committe to execute the measure will follow. It appears
to me that several monthe will expire before this legislation becomes
effootive. At the time of our convention in Ghicago we will be in
the midst of this conversion program, and the effect of proper timing
will not be late.

I do not think that I shall hold a conference in Washington
this year. If you think our suggestions will be of any benefit to
your Exeoutive Committee, I shall be glad to submit this to them.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce

IMLa dmj



August 8, 1941

Mr, Albon L. Rolsey
Izeoutive Searetary
National Negro Business League

askegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr# Roleys

The offleial proceedings of the reaeet Negro Business
Conferease held in Washington, D, 0 have been pre

seated to the Commerce Daplicating Seotion for pre-
paration sad will be ready for publication next week.
It has been suggested that a statement be soured from
each member, of the fAtiona LSoamittee on the Negro in
Business who attended the Goaference with reference
to his aeiupreions thereof. These replies will be ro*-
leaset ss4etaneouely with the distribution of the
proceedings.

I shall be pleased to receive yourimpression of the
Conference and any constructive criticism you wish to
offer,

Very truly yours,

lmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on egro Affairs
V, BS Department of Commerce

dM14mh



August 4, 1941

Mr. Albon L. Holsaey
Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee aInstitute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey;

I have discussed with Er. William Tret, the Race Relations
Adviser, Federal Works Agency, the possibility of an exhibit
on the Negro industry. He desires to assist you and suggested
that you write him directly. I feel assured that his office
will be able to prepare this material for you*

I am not sure that our insurance report will be available this
month. Certain discrapaaoles have arisen between the state,
meAts submitted by the state insurance departments and those
prepared by the companies. It may be necessary for me to con.
tact the companies for an explanation of these differences,

The bank report will be ready for distribution, I cannot say
that we will have sufficient time to prepare any charts for
display. Btt, I can assure you that we will have releases,
and William A. Bailey has informed me that his department
will distribute the latest statistics on the volume of Negro
business nationally. Tomorrow, I have a conference with Mr.
Pettit, Chief of the Agricultural P$vision, concerning various
phases of Negro agricultural statistics,

I suggest that you write Mr# Weerole directly and secureM
confirmation from him of his appearance at the conferenot

it is gratifying to know that Mr. Thonas N, Roberts has been
appointed to an important position in the Department of Agri.
culture. Upon his arrival in Washington I would like to meet
him,

While in Memphis I prefer to stov at a hotel, please inform me
which one has the best accommodations.

Very truly yours,

Darmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U, 8, Department of Commercee

WMLeamuh
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Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Let me thank you for your letter of the
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25th.

It is very good to have word from you that Mr. Meserole
will be with us and is to address the convention on Friday
morning, August 29th. I am writing Dr. Walker and the
Negro Chamber of Commerce in Memphis and suggesting that
they make a special effort to have Negro retailers in
Memphis to hear Mr. Meserolets talk.

Thank you also for the assurance of statistical material
from your Department. I imagine you will want these charts
to be displayed in the Exhibit room and would therefore appre-
ciate your giving me some general idea of the wall and floor
space which would be required to give them proper display.

I think that the material which you have gathered on
banks and insurance companies set up in chart form would
be a fine contribution to the convention.

Thank you for your efforts to secure some Exhibit
material on the Negro in industry through Mr. Trent's
office. It is good to know that you are going to fol-
low this through. The agricultural statistics will be
very appropriate because they will fit in with the actual
agricultural products which we are going to have on dis-
play to show what the Negro is contributing to National
Defense through participation in the Food-for-Defense program.

Mr. Thomas N. Roberts who recently received the appoint-
ment as Special Assistant to the Director of Personnel in
the Department of Agriculture is spending a few days here at
Tuskegee with his family before taking up his active duties
in Washington. I suggested that when he gets back to
Washington that he drop in to see you for an informal get-
acquainted chat.

With kind personal regards, I mn,

Your very puml

Executive Secretary
NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941

Mr. A~bon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
The National Negro Business League
Taskegee Institute
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

I have made several additions to the report of the
Committee on Recommendations and Findings which were
recently forwarded to you by Mr. :o B. Blayton.

Since the enclosed draft, which has been approved by
the Secretary's office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respectfully urge that you
indicate your approval thereon at your earliest con-
venience.

Very sincerely yours,

amer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Oommeroe

EML; dmh
Enol.



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 3, 1941

Mr. Alban tLo l*eity

The keonl er aSstms

Tsafge swttute# Alabas

Dear Er* bHlSa

The $eantary'sa*tise ha $ust approt wyrqug
to aftest the Nettent Vepo a" ies Zage P0atns.
Please advise athe nuan a0t the pet to htah yet
hawe agnigut se.

I should ta to y to exten an Antattt to Ir
El$Laa A4 Dile, a*w t foftheltns at 7 alb

hatitns to attend this e

Write ma at your earliest q

Vmy sta Ys *ye##

21er Nth lUmaste

A~viser on oeComAt r ,
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ro Affairs
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Negro Business League will
al convention in Memphis,
27th to 29th.

ed by our Steering Committee
invitation to artici ate in the

program.

Most of the convention time will be devoted
to Panel Discussions and if you can arrange to be
with us, I will notify you later of your assign-
ment.

6
alh/g

Yours very truly,

Executive Secretary

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I had a long distance call the other day from
President J. R. E. Lee of Florida A. and M. College,
Tallahassee, wondering why Florida was not represented
in the Conference which will be held in Washington
this week. If you have not already done so, may I
suggest that you send an invitation by telegram to
Mr. J. R. E. Lee, Jr., Business Manager of the Florida
A. and M. College, Tallahassee, inviting him to attend.
Mr. J. R. E. Lee, Jr. is also liegistrar for the Business
League.

I plan to arrive in Washington sometimes during
the day on Thursday the 17th and will get in touch
with you for any specific instructions you may wish
to give me as to my part on the program.

I was in New Orleans last week and the Negro
Board of Trade is endeavoring to send two men to
the Conference which you have called.



Msrch 19, 1941

Mr. abon lolscy
The Nsatl. Ngro usinus4 egue
Tu&kegoe institute, Jflaba

Dear Mr. Iholsey:

This will acknowlde rnceiipt of your recent .ettcr and
photogra ph, and I it pleased to know thAt you nill attend

the conflrerence.

In acc6rdan-c lgith ou: pevlous arrangemAnt you will srve

as chArnman of the fridy morning ion entitled "The
Negro In 1Business". Details not to the spoeaker2 and sistns
will be supplied to you litter.

Corially!.; yours,

Emmr Martin LncAcster

Advise on Ne6-ro .ffi r'b
U. &, Department of Commerce
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In response to your request of the 13th I am

ng you a photograph of Mr. Holsey. He has

dy written you in a previous letter of his

to attend your conference.

Yours very truly,

Secretary to tsr. Holsey



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

March 15, 1941

DR. F. D
Tu

J. B. BL
GEORGE
CARLTON
JOSEPH I
EDWARDI
B. G. OL

MRS. FAN

MRS. KIT

MRS. OB

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Mr. E mmer Martin Lancaster
ROBERT R. MOTON. JR..

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA Adviser on Negro Affairs Dr

JB. TREASURER-COMPTROLLER U ~ ~ 'C MRS. SAM
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTAR, GA. U . Department of Comnerce

AUDITOR .Washington D. C. MRS. Lu

G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL. O K

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN. MRS. A.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZEPear Mr. Lancaster:
MRS. U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. I have received the first announcement of the

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETRF, CHICAGO,ILL. Conference which will be held in Washington Friday

CHAPLAIN lr Ai'r 0 ct r± ,, .

BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.and Saturday, April 18th and 19th, 1941. I am glad
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR that your plans have at last come to a focus and am

JESSE 0. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR looking forward with high anticipation to the result
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA. from it.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN I have
HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN. this matter and have
N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
WM. M. COOPER. HAMPTON INST.. VA. attend.
GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TEX.
ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.

JAMES A. JACKSON. NEW YORK CITY

MRS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

J. S. JONES. DALLAS, TEX.

0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.

THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C.

MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND. OHIO

DR. W. H. PECK. DETROIT. MICH.

DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK CITY alh/g
JAMES ROUCE. HITCHCOCK. OKLA.

CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.

M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS. TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL. OKLA.

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
. PATTERSON

USKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
AYTON. ATLANTA. GA.
W. Cox. DURHAM, N. C.
W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

P. GEDDES. NEW ORLEANS. LA.
SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
LIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

NNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICE-PRESIDENT

TIE HALL, ST. LouIs. Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

ELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

RIsTINE M. FUQUA
TROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

DIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

CY WINSLETT
:LAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
V. BOUTE. NEW ORLEANS. LA.

ts

with my officials in Washington
asked that I be authorized to

Yours very truly,

Executive S retary

I ~ A -17-, -.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN. BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLOUNT. DETROIT. MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW. RICHMOND, VA.
M. C, CLARK. CLEVELAND, OHIO

WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. COATES, JACKSON. MISS.
U. S. FALLS. ST. Louis. Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO. ILL.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON. BOSTON. MASS.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARRIS. DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY. AUGUSTA. GA.
JOHN JAY JONES. TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING. NEW YORK CITY

R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA. PA.
GEORGE G. McDEMMOND.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH. DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.
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ciruh 13, 1941

Mr. Alban boley
The Natl. Negro i3usinezs Le:aguce
Tuakacge Institute, Alab;n:t

Deatr Mr. Holsey:

During th'e past year conmunications were Adressed to
you ,ith reference to the formation Of a National Negro
Business Committee and Conforence to aff ct a more ad-
equate integration into thc Department of Covmmerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the tDocretary of Commerce,
and a preliminary announcmcint thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Deorrtments Press Bureau for im-
mediate release,

Letters on filn indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleased to announce that this conference
on the Negro in Business ill be hold Friday and datur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D. C.

A subsequent release containing the sessions, speaker
and photographs will be distributed shortly. In order
to complete our program And comply ith the requests of
nespapor- for a list of perons attending tht confrence,
we respectfully urdo that you send your photogrph nd ad-
vise us as to your attendance at your very erlieAt oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Commeirce will not be abl to defray
the traveling or accommodate ion exponoes of committee
members, and no attendance or registration fee will be
charged.

We expect your actIve participation in the conference
discussions, and I await your reply.

Vlery truly your,

£Tmer Martin Lance 'tar
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

ERL: &xb



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C. TO P

VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

1* PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
ROBERT R. MOTON. JR.,

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA U.
TREASURER-COMPTROLLER

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER De
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZER
MRS. U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. Na

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL. be

CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA. wi

TRANSPORTATIONTDIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA. E

LEGAL ADVISOR a
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.

N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.

WM. M. COOPER. HAMPTON INST., VA.

GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TEX.
ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA.

W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
JAMES A. JACKSON. NEW YORK CITY

MRS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY. OKLA.

J. S. JONES. DALLAS, TEX.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON. TEX.
THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C.

MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND. OHIO

DR. W. H. PECK. DETROIT. MICH.

DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK CITY

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK. OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON. TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS. TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN. BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLoUNT. DETROIT. MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW. RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK. CLEVELAND. OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. COATES, JACKSON. MISS.
U. S. FALLS. ST. Louis. Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO. ILL.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON. MASS.
A. G. GASTON. BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARRIS. DURHAM. N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY. AUGUSTA. GA.
JOHN JAY JONES. TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING. NEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT. PHILADELPHIA. PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND.

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH. DALLAS. TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON. FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
ROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DR. F.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA J. B. B
GEORGE
CARLTOI
JOSEPH

October 26 1940 EDWARD
B. G. C

MRS. FA

MRS. KI,

Ernmer Martin Lancaster MRS. 0

viser on Negro Affairs MRS. CI

S. Department of CommerceMR
shington, D. C.RS.

MRS. LI

0

ar Mr. Lancaster: MRS. A.

I regret very much that the meeting of the
tional Neg',ro Business Advisory Council has
en postponed until early next year. So far as
thin my power, you can count upon me to co-
erate with you to the limit to make the meeting
success whenever it can be arranged.

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
D. PATTERSON
USKEGEERINSTITUTE, ALABAMA
LAYTON. ATLANTA, GA.

W. COX. DURHAM, N. C.
N W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

P. GEDDES. NEW ORLEANS. LA.
SIMMONS, CHARLESTON. S. C.

LIVE. JR., MEMPHIS. TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
ANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT. MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
TTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
BELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
-HRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

TREASURER
ADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.

SECRETARY
UCY WINSLETT
DKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
V. BOUTE. NEW ORLEANS, LA.

With kind personal regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

Executive Secret

qrUit



GOtober 16, 1940

Mr* Alban LO olaeys Seeretary
The 4ttoaZ Negro Busine s oLague
Tusicages hibitate
Tualege Aabunm

Dar Mr. EOlsay

I have the fpleaak teak of Etsota oe t*
the ettiea e of the lottonal Ngro fNsot*es1
Advisorw isotX. 'apon 48*to of di utr
ttw A4t t- t the Secretary or Comeroe, has

bee pepo*& nttZ the earl pert of nxt year&
s tentior over wteh I h"t no cntrol,

eMt to4 diappetat's o u*0

"Nhafe extrnated to yonz ad her
yu# %&teox*eto our program will seaottsk

ReepoflAelz yoture,

taner Markt Jaanter~t~
Advisor on Negro Affairs
48 e Department of COmeren



Suepemboer 25 1940

Mr. A. L# tolsey
Executive Secretary
National -grc 3usiness Le@ #
tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Your recent letter containing names of prospective
council members has been received. The list contains
several who I have contacted previously and their aow
oeptanees have been received,

I have not ha4d the opportunity to confer with
secretary, Jesse L. Jones, but I presume that
forenee will take place shortly. At presents
set as the tetative dates of the conference,
18th and 16th, These dates will not intoejr
provra of the Land Grant colleges.

the new
this con-
I have
November
with the

At your convenience please select the person to make
the presentation speech at the Businessmnt' Session
of the confereae.

Respectfully yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commeroe.

RML:tDMH
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THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT*EMERITUS

ROBERT R. MOTON, CAPAHOSIC, VA.

PRESIDENT

C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM.N.C.

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON. A. DAVIS, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

VICE-PRESIDENTS

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA. GA.
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK, N, Y.

ORGANIZED IN 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
To PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

September 16, 1940

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. COX. DURHAM, N. C.
J. B.BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
B. J.OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON,8,C.
CARLTON GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK, N. Y.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS. TENN.
W.S.HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

REV. W. H. PECK. DETROIT, MICH.

A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS

TREASURER

A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

SECRETARY
A. L. HOLSEY, TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

AUDITOR

L. E. WILSON, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

GENERAL ORGANIZER

R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

REGISTRAR

J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

JESSE 0. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

CHAPLAI N

BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

J. S.WILLIAMS, SHREVEPORT, LA.

CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEXAS
N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.

C.F. RICHARDSON, HOUSTON, TEXAS

P. B. YOUNG, NORFOLK, VA.

J. A. JACKSON, NEW YORK, N. Y.

WILLIAM M.COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
G. D. ROGERS, BRADENTON, FLA.

JAMES P. DAVIS, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

ROBERT E.CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

GEORGE MCDEMMONS, NEW ORLEANS, LA

W. M. DRAKE, HOUSTON, TEXAS

L. D. MILTON, ATLANTA, GA.

L.C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY OKLA.

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLAHOMA

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

We were glad that you were able to be present
at the Detroit convention of the National
Negro Business League and wish to take this
occasion to thank you for the contributions
which you made, particularly when you spoke
at the noonday luncheon and discussed in
such detail the principles which you have in
mind for your conference.

I do not know whether your list is complete
or not but I am sending some additional
names which may be considered by you if you
have not already included them.

Yours very truly,

Albon L. Holsey
ALH:gem Executive Secretary



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
ROBERT R. MOTON, CAPAHOSIC, VA.

PRESIDENT
C. C.SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DON. A. DAVIS, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK, N.Y.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

W.S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

REV. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS

ORGANIZED IN 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

June 26, 1940

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D.PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. CoX, DURHAM, NC.

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

B. J. OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.

CARLTON GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK, N. Y.

TREASURER
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

SECRETARY
A. L. HOLSEY, TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALAMr. Emmer M. Lancaster

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
R.R.MoToN,JR.'

AUDITOR
L. E.WILSON, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W.A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISER
A.T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

J. S. WILLIAMS, SHREVEPORT, LA.

CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEXAS

N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N.C

C.F. RICHARDSON, HOUSTON, TEXAS

P. B. YOUNG, NORFOLK, VA.

J. A.JACKSON, NEW YORK, N. Y.

Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It was a very great pleasure to meet you in your
office the other day and I am placing your name on
our mailing list to receive with our compliments a
copy of our magazine which contains a report of
Business League activities.

I am at work on the list which I promised to
you and will forward it to you this week before I
leave for Chicago.

WILLIAM M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.

G. D. ROGERS, BRADENTON,FLA.

JAMES P. DAVIS, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

ROBERT E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

GEORGE MCDEMMONS, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

W.M. DRAKE, HOUSTON, TEXAS

L. D. MILTON, ATLANTA, GA.

L.C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLAHOMA

alh/g

DETROIT, MICHIGAN 28, 29, 30.
NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, 0 AUGUST ,2AND H

send

YOurs very truly,



June 8, 1940

Mr. Albon L. Holsey, Secretary
The National Negro Business League
Tuskgee, Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear it, Mro,,eys

The Department of Oommerce is interested in assisting Negro
budnes'es with their problems as they relate to Governmental
regulations, but unfortunatey, except for statistical data

pon retail establishments and their lincme, Ye have very
little knowledge of their problems. Information pe:tsting
thereto in my opinion can be acquired only through a media
of contact 'ith th lFIderal.Goverment, I b se in mind the
formation of a Negro Business Advisory- Couzncil or committee
ai ilar to the Business Advisory Council which meett tthe
call of the $ecrstary of Ommerce, to recommand advise
methods of improving busitb s by Governmental asistance,

-would be pesdt lee-xyour, vieves on su ch anoaieto
Swell as other problems relating thereto.

I propose that thief Negro Council should be composed of fifty
or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the country A
who are representative of' all types of business including
financial nd manufacturing interests, retail and wholesale
establishment s.

Qt course I could not expect these men, serving voluntarily, to
spend money for a trip to Washington to discuss these afters,
but they could meet with us at the conferease of the National
Negro businesss League in Detroit, Michigan, this summer or at
other times most convenient to the majority of the comittee,

I shall be pleased to have your reactions with reference to these
proposals.

Respectfully yours,

Emner Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
0. S. Department of Commerce.

EMLtdih

- N



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
ROBERT R. MOTON, CAPAHOSIC, VA.

PRESIDENT
C. C.SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DON. A. DAVIS, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

VICE*PRESIDENTS
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK, N.Y.

REGIONAL VICE*PRESIDENTS

DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

W.S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
REV. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS. TEXAS

TREASURER
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

SECRETARY
A. L. HOLSEY, TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
R. R.MOTON, JR.

AUDITOR
L. E.WILSON, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE 0. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W.A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISER
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
J. S. WILLIAMS, SHREVEPORT, LA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEXAS
N. W.COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N.C.
C.F. RICHARDSON, HOUSTON, TEXAB
P. B. YOUNG, NORFOLK, VA.
J. A.JACKSON, NEW YORK, N. Y.
WILLIAM M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST.,VA.
G. D. ROGERS, BRADENTON, FLA.
JAMES P. DAVIS, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
ROBERT E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
GEORGE MCDEMMONS. NEW ORLEANS, LA.
W. M. DRAKE, HOUSTON, TEXAS
L. D. MILTON, ATLANTA, GA.
L.C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN
ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLAHOMA

ORGANIZED IN 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

June 17, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of June

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, NC.
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
B. J. OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
CARLTON GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK, N. Y.

8th.

I have notified the President of the Business
League and the Chairman of our Standing Committee
about your suggestion and I am sure that all of
our officers will be very happy to have you
arrange for the proposed conference to be held in
Detroit during the session of the Business League.

Last Monday we had a meeting of our Steering
Committee in Atlanta, Georgia to make arrangements
for the convention program, and we decided that
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, August 28th and
29th, would be devoted to group meetings. You see
your plan very definitely dovetails with the set-up
which we have for this year'I s convention.

May I take this occasion to express my con-
gratulations and best wishes to you on your
appointment as Advisor on Negro Affairs, and to
assure you that our organization will gladly co-
operate in every way possible.

Your presence in Detroit during the convention
will give the President of our organization an
opportunity to appropriately present you to the
.audience at one of the evening services.

If we can be of further service, dontt hesitate
to let me know.

I expect to spend a few hours in Washington the
latter part of this week and if I can possibly do so,
will run in to your office and personally get ac-
quainted wt h you.

Yours very truly,

Sect ary
28, 29, 30

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION. AUGUST 2W . AND 5T
DETROITMICHIGAN



TH-E NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

300KER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

RALPH B. STEWART, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TREASURER-COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS
MRS.U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
CHAPLAIN

BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

JESSE 0. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY
LEGAL ADVISOR

A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMIYTEK

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DR. W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
o. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FALLS, ST.LOUIS, Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
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C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
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T

J. B. BLA
GEORGE%

March 10 1942OSCOE
CARLTON

JOSEPH I
B. G. OL

MRS. FAN

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster MRS. Kil

Adviser on Negro Affairs MRS.

MRS. CHIU. S. Department of Commerce D
TiWashington, D.C.

MRS. LU

Dear Mr. Lancaster:.
MRS. A.

Enclosed herewith is copy of a letter which
I received from Mr. Samuel Scott of Scotty's
Service Garage in Pittsburgh.

If you have any suggestions to
it will be very much appreciated.

Yours very truly,

Executive Secreta:alh/g
enc .

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
PATTERSON

USKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
AYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
I W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
IVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

,NNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICE-PRESIDENT

TTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

BMLIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

RISTINE M. FUQUA
ETROIT, MICHIGAN
REASURER
DIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

CY WINSLETY
KLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

pass along to him,

I--



March 12, 1942

Mr. Sanel Scott
Bus iness Msanage
Soetty's Svies Garage
241440 0eatre Avenu
Pittsburgh, Pzn,

Do" MrS Soott*s

Yor letter addressed to Allon ub Holsey, Exnutive Secretary
of the National Negro Btsioness Leagua, has been referred to this
offic for appoprite sAtiot,

As oos a I e o obatd the War Prodution Board, I shall
infon fyu of' the opportiatties available fo contract awards in
your type of businega

Very sincerely yours,

hrr Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affair*
U. So Deprtnent of Conmire

E1Ltd &



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 10, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Bolsey, executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter received
from Mr. Clifton I. Mack. I have not heard from
the regional director of the Chicago WPB. However,
I sball contact the Washington office in the event
the Chicago communication is not received.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

EML;gm



THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

30OKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY

TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
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AUDITOR
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R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
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MRS.U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY

CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
CHAPLAIN

BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR

JESSE 0. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY
LEGAL ADVISOR

A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
HAMPTON, VIRGINIA

MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DR. W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FALLS, ST.LOUIS, MO.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HoRNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
LEWIS W. MCKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.

G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLASt TEXAS
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.
LEON M. WALLACE, BATON ROUGE, LA.

OBJECT
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

February 18, 1942

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIs, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. KITTY HALL, ST. LouIs, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BouTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

By all means ask Mr. Blayton to serve as State
Chairman, and my suggestion would be that your let-
ter to him be so worded that if he cannot accept,
he would recommend someone in the state of Georgia
to be State Chairman.

I cannot understand why Mr. Hornspy does not
answer our letters.

I will be glad from time to time, to receive
from you reports on any activities of these national
officers so that I can mimeograph them and send them
out to our local membership, and in that way help
further to stimulate interest in your program and to
encourage
efforts.

the support of local leaders behind your

With kind personal regards, I am,

Secretary

Yours very truly,

Executive



February 24, 1942

Mr, Albox L. Holy
Exeoutye Bearntary
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskpgee, Alaban

Dest Mr4 Hlse?s

I shall coztaot Mr. Blayton asmaiately and ask
that he oere as ohatma off the Georgia Stato Planig
Ooentte.

I viatted Riohmad- last week and spoke to the
Capital Trade Asaqtatton on the War fftort Progras I
shall addrwws 41. Marylaud Asspoitton for the Promotion
of Buatess, 5A la imre on Wednesday, February 25.

A floqd 4ot releason will be issued to you and
to all business mn, from this oftto. shortly.

Very truly yours,

Exmr Martin Lanaoster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S Departmnt of Commeroe

EEa v
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THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
NATIONAL OFFICERS
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CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
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A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.
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CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON. IDABEL, OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS
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ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

/ ti

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYToN, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE. JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. KITTIE HALL. ST. LOUIS. Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL. VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LucY WJNsLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTORUnder separate cover we are sending"btf- V. BoUTE, NEw ORLEANS, LA.

a copy of the last issue of SERVICE.

On page you will find a reference

to yo u

of interest to you

Each month the section of the magazine which
is devoted to activities of the National Negro
-Business Lcague and its affiliated groups contains
reports on Negro progress in business, and comments
on timely topics relating to ccono-mic conditions
e.mong Negroes.

Yours very truly,

(~.J~§/~ j~
alh/g L-xecutive Secretary

P. S. If you are not already a member of the National
Negro Business League, full information will be
sent you upon request.
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THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
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MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
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DR. W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
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L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FALLS, ST. Louis, Mo.
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
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STEERING COMMITTEE

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

September 5, 1942

DR. I

J. B.
GEOR
Rosc
CARL
JOSE
B. G.

MRS.

MRS.

MRS.

MRS.

HERE IS YOUR
MEMBERSHIP CARD MRS.

MRS.

Greetings: MRS.

To you as we have the pleasure and privilege
of sending you this symbol of your membership in
the National Negro Business League. We are sure

CHAIRMAN
F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.

COE DUNJEE, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
TON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
PH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

IST VICE-PRESIDENT
KITTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
CHRISTINE M. FUGUA

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

TREASURER
SADIE WRIGHT,MEMPHIS, TENN.

SECRETARY
LUCY WINSLETT

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
A. V. BOUTTE, Naw ORLEANS, LA.

you will keep it with you and take pride in showing
it to your friends as evidence of your interest in
and support of the economic progress of our race.

Your membership entitles you to a year's sub-
scription to SERVICE magazine beginning with the
October issues Each issue contains a section devoted
to Business League activities. Read it each month and
feel free to send us reports or news clippings of any
significant business activities among our people in

your community.

We appreciated your presence at the Chicago con-
vention of the League and hope that you received some
ideas or information which may be helpful to you during
the coming months

Please regard our office as your office and call
upon us for any service we can render, and please remem-
ber that every national officer of the league is your co-

worker in the cause of economic advancement for the
Negro. Write often and freely giving such suggestions as

may occur to you.

Very truly yours,

Executive Secretary
alh/c

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION; CHICAGO, AUGUST 26,27, 28
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GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.
LEON M. WALLACE, BATON ROUGE, LA.

OBJECT
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

March 19, 1942

r. Emmer Martin Lancaster
adviser on Negro Affairs
. S. Department of Commerce
lashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
IST VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. KITTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY

MRS. LUCY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BourrE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Enclosed herewith is copy of a letter which I have
received from Mr. Alfred West of the Pittsburgh West
Auto Body Shop. His letter does not give much detailed
information, but evidently he is equipped to do welding,
painting, etc. in connection with autos. In fact, I am
sending his card also.

My general impression is that his set-up would be
too limited for any particular type of contract for
Defense work. I did not wish however, to discourage
his efforts in as much as he wrote to me, but would
like to have your reaction to the situation and a general
statement from you which would guide ,me in answering let-
ters of this type.

Of course, this all emnates from the efforts which
the League has been putting forth to try to coordinate
some of the facilities of some small business enterprises
in order to help them to secure some Defense contracts.
I see frequent references to efforts which are being made
to expedite the matter of allocating contracts to small
production units. I wish you would bring me up to date
with any new material or comments that would be helpful.

Yours very truly,

Executive Sec taryalh/g

enc



Mench 28, 19482

Mr4 A061% L, o0140y
SaoutI deertafy
the Waflonl Negro Suwnes League
tUkgrs Tastitut

Dear Mr. Hoe

pozn reelvitg your Wetsr reatte to th inquiry of Mr. AlIte4
West, X o*Mst4t the Sallt fe1neqs Unit, The Ootact Dttbuttoa

ot10e4 ant tie Ovstot Burt of the Wt Pronotion Board, to
aoslet4 their potioW4 with reforane to garae# The respofle wole
sttd trea thse pouroes o not very nsouraging.

Eqsns th%* aMrtttit It was vroetd that 100 Milion dollas
t aboat .o be app'Oprated to tool o=afl plates for the prodUOtton
of wAr AtrtStaad o #Oft# 4 Wr Plant aorportto to distrtbu*

tad nftanoe sateoUtr Ve, Ta opinion. this pra 4wllrach
soe of th ope*a toz sOw oonduotet by 1%gtoes,

the war freduOton lBord ha susseated that you advise ar. West
to oo*aot tho 0nt4 Dtfibtien 14vieton, 400 Fulton Safldtna
Pttbrhw , Penylvnt, the Aaer ot that oftee lto Mr.14 S.
Lo~abb, tho will adds Mr. West ahequately on this matter.

Very stwnonly yours,

Rnr Martin Lasate
Adviser on en o Afftira
U, 8, Dlepaztwert of Comeroe

sic..,ag

(p



TREASURY DEPARTMENT

PROCUREMENT DIVISION
IN REPLY ADDRESS

PROCUREMENT OFFICE Charleston, West Va.

910 Quarrier Street December 15, 1941.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington,-D. C.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter dated December 11, 1941, concerning

the participation of Negroes in the business of the Government.

As you are no doubt aware, our business is conducted under the

procedure of competitive bidding. When we originally organized our field

offices, we examined all trade journals, telephone classifications, etc.,

to secure potential bidders. After the public was familiar with the purpose

of our agency, they wrote us requesting their names be placed on our

mailing lists to receive Invitations to Bid. If their business standing

and financial condition were satisfactory, we mailed them application to

receive Invitations to Bid on the commodities they were interested in

selling. Our mailing list applications do not require them to state what

color or creed they are and for that reason we are unable to definitely

furnish you the identity of Negro businessmen dealing with the Government.

Of the business concerns we are personally acquainted, there

are none that are owned and operated by Negroes but there may be some in

outlying states with which we are not familiar. We make no effort to

differentiatedif the Negro businessmen is financially responsible to trade

with the Government, and if he meets ourApecifications and is the low bidder

he will receive the same consideration as anyone.

Some of the items purchased in this office that may be of interest

to Negro concerns are cement, sand, gravel, tile, culvert pipe, lumber,

stationery and office supplies, building hardware, brick, paints, drugs,

groceries (dry and green), and dry goods and notions. In fact we buy

everything that is sold. We welcome any names you may furnish and will

conduct business with these persons in the regular manner, contingent

of course, upon the bidder qualifying to the Government's requirements.

Very truily yours,

H. A. Hetz
Procurement f ic

~. ~



FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION

WASHINGTON

September 24, 1941

Mr. E. M. Lancaster
Division of Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your "Official Proceedings of the First

Annual Conference on the Negro in Business," and for the

other materials which you sent to me.

Very truly yours,

Kenneth B. Haas, Regional Agent
for Distributive Education



June 8, 1940

Or. Jaeges W. Hazssard Jr,, President
Negro State Chamber of Commerce of Arkansas
AL R. College
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Deir Dr. Rassard;

The Oartment of Commerce is interested in easiting Negro
bubtna 'aswibthb their prob'lems aa they relate to Governmental
r lt nsbut ufortunately, cept for statist4oal data

p6%rePestablishments and their incomes we have very
A4?9ttle Thr edge of thpir problems. tnformatton perfaing
thee in oeptitcn can be acquired onLy through a medium
of contact ith the. Feder Governxment. I have in mind the
for-a a of a egto Business Advieory Counci or committee
a 4larto the luajeses Advisory Council which seets etthe
cael of ahe Secrtryof Commerce, to recommend and advise
thosof mrvg business by Goverinmental assiateaao

l 1ed to learn your views on such an organisation
os a or problems relating thereto.

propose 6that th: Negro Councihould be composed of fifty
r amorep neqt Negro businessmen throughout the country
who are representative of aII types of business including
faane ci4 n maufacturing interesia, retail and wholesale
eastablishme ts.

Of course I could not expect these men, serving voluntarily, to
spend money for a trip to Washington to discuss these mPters,
but they could eet ith us at the conferawce of the ,tttonal
Negro Busineas Leagte in Detroit richigan, this summer or at
other times mot convenient to the majority of the committees.

I Ohall be pleased to have your reactions with reference to these
proposals.

Respeotfully yours,

Ener Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
U. 3. Department of Commerce.



I

OFFICE OF PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT
SOCIAL SECURITY BUILDING

WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 30, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your kind letter of
April 28.

I wish to advise you that I enjoyed
very much addressing the First Annual Con-
ference on the Negro in Business and I am
very happy to learn that my talk was so well
received.

With kind personal regar<

Sidney
C-



Aprf1 Z8D 1941

Assootat krnoorwGenera
Oftl of FrflotL a ag

Pop'* **~'; 0

ThA. offXes welhes to express Its gratitude tor yw
at the Priday evenlai natig -of the Ptret

hAndl oztwenos on 4he W.gro an BasInesZW The f torl
flo 'ator to this grobp na ant onlW wzt thly

tn64ended toi answr ngr Ot the peorit tout wihdh
hene ook anh uwent amag gae.

ZItfe6Z st4 4 t Wb Qtttot of ?roduotton Ma a
will stailto the 0tathof at pose.tak is i
dote progra and thus satiary this wgmy abhis
which the masses of grea are dply eonas4.

Very *$oE*rOlr yews

so 441 v,. flopwa~aa of 0omee



frr

April 1% 1941

Assotate Diroctor"General
office of PZ t-Odtion MAn4AgeMn

Dear Mr. Illas

I ave been Iideosed by the Sooretary'a Office that you
wdll address Oe First Anatal Couferoxee on the 'Neoo n

IBaptist Churoho 3rd and Sye Sres wW

We are plae1orcev of union of this neceptase

and conference delegages wi lye aoply interested tu your
seeateat. te *4or of ablem doeese.

Y74ry w he rely yours,

0t4e Marbiaba atro

San TUs 4 *Departuoak of Camoos
Old



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

IN REPLY REFER TO

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am very sorry that because of previous commitments which
take me out of the city, I will be unable to attend the
conference on the Negro in Business sponsored by the
Division of Negro Affairs, Department of Commerce, on
April 18.

I hope that you have a very successful meeting.

Si e ely yours,

Giles A. Hubert
Assistant to the Director,
Rural Rehabilitation Division.



fahAp 5, 1941

amw r tb *Aba IoUm nthe
agh te AFt r a nut tonelta

to asdftseA",rA* 0e19

or~o -the
as ttU the efls tot tiZaon t

aptui tk Matat at.a

/M



April 15 1041

flos. PerypIt a wrav

$ hav bee* 1flra )y5M. 0e . 4re 3zaS 10 on wtfl A.
* 04t0he *400a waees a 0the bUine *sot erne

*r b oflrv empti# *A bboteot te aEft

the pastoor te 0eerznwe St tae *wento,

Z as phne4sto bnw your .ostw 9epratton tao 6MB bust-
sswo aM ta Wat you aead o tally 4 ssta#

at peas 4l tat te dtaositn.

Very *terelyr yeflg

AAvtew on *egro Attaws
U, . apartment of Comnroe



April 30, 1952

Dr. Naold A. Hayn0e
First Assistant Superintendent of Shools
Franklin Administration Building
13th and K S'reets, N, W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. ayness

Your contribution and complimentary comments
conoerning the recent wonfereno on the Negro in Business
are deplyr 4ppreoated' by this offtmi I am grateful
for, the time which you treely contributed to the sesion
on "Businesa Eduoationff and the spirit which you injected
into the diussion.

I sincerely hope that this fine relationship
between our offineo will be continuous and that your
service Vill always be available for similar venture
in the future,

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

ZIE bmj


