


Janvary 8, 1942

Mre Ralph Haines
Box 369
Montehair, New Jorsey

Doar Mr, Holnes:

I was pleased to receive your recent letter and to observe
your inmterest inm our businoss program, Under separate cover
I am gending you the business information that you requested.

At the present time I am plamning to condust anothor
Conforence on or about ths 10th snd 1lth of Apri), I think

1% advisable for you o come at thet time because you will be g4

to mect and sasoclete with gome of our praminent business
leadors from all sections of the Coumbry, I shall keep you
informed as to the oubeoms of this arrangement,

Hosee Lindsay is getting on alright and at the present
time we have 22 Akron people on the Govermment pey roll in
Washington, Pleaso extend my best wighes to your family,

Very sincersly yours,

Bmmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on -Negro Affalrs
Us Se Dopartment of Commerce

EML s dmJ




3

1
¢
H
H

Sins #3¢ 9
Honidetacd

Wewr Lorroee !
oty R e g
lyﬁ aﬁ;f«www%-j

Hndly oo Il el iz

s .
o )
B VI K
T P P



S woeld Lolo, 1y cal ov Come doeors
it s M‘MO«JMW«_}%
(o Mansn o fotagels 2utts
i oo wi B, eed ot oo

MW/@%W'”‘%/@%

Ll Sol Ar bl bo B ety




st

2§
3
Y

i
H

RN

£l st

2
F

@The Hederation of Tigic Associations

? ' MEETS IN THE BOARD ROOM OF THE DISTRICT BUILDING

OFFICERS

Lt. Col. Howard D. Queen, President

1810 Czlifornia Street, N. W,

Mrs. Velma G. Williams, Vice President
2700 Georgia Avenue, N. W.

Dr. E. F. Harris, Second Vice President
49 D Street, S. E.

Mrs. Ruby M. Kendrick, Recording Secretary
7561-A Fairmont Street, N. W.

Miss Ursula Jackson, Ass’t Recording Secretary
1613 T Street, N. W.

Mr. Woolsey W. Hall, Corresponding Secretary
1330 Wallach Place, N, W,

Mr, W. D. Nixon, Treasurer

. 839 20th Street, N. E.

The Rev, David C. Lynch, Chaplain
217 D Street, S. W,

Dr. George H. Richardson, President Emeritus
309 11th Street, N. B,

Mr. George W. Beasley, Parliamentarian
926 T Street, N. W.

EVERY FOURTH FRIDAY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 12, 1941.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lencaster,
Adviser on Negro Affeirs,
U. 8. Department of Commerce,
Washington.

Dear Mr. Martin:

STANDING COMMITTEES

Civil Protection—Mr. W. D. Nixon

Civil Service—Mr. George W. Beasley
Collation—Mrs, Mary W. Booker

Commercial Interest—Mr. John A. Edelin
Credentials—Mr. W. F. Henson

Educztion—Mr, Woolsey W. Hall

Housing—Dr. E. F. Harris

Legislation—Mr. S. L. McLaurin

Membership and Organization—Mr. Hugh Bradford
Public Health and Sanitation—Dr, W. J. Howard
Publicity—Mr. Edward H. Lawson

Public Safety—Mr, J. C. Payne

Public Utilities—Mr. Guy Tinner

Public Works—Mr. Howard D. Woodson
Recreation—Mr. Ernest F. Harper -

Social Service—Mrs. Edna W. Payton
Suffrage-——The Rev. David C. Lynch

In response to the request in your letter of April 7, 1941, for

the names of representatives of the Federation of Civic Associations

of the District of Columbia who will attend the business sessions of

the Conference on the Negro in Business, in the Department of Commerce

Auditorium on Friday and Saturday, April 18 and 19, 19%41--cpening at

10 a.m. and closing at 5 p.m.-~you are informed that the following will

represent us:

Tieut. Col. Howard Donovan Queen, President (1810
California Street, N. W.).

Mr. W. D. Nixon, Treasurer (839 20th Street, N. E.).

Mr. John A. Edelin, Chairman Committee on Commercial

Interest (1640 B Street, S. E.).

Very truly yows,

T

Correspon *ng Secretary.

L




Chpril 7, 1941

Mr, Voolsey ¥, Hall

‘Corresponding Socrebery, The Federation

of Mvie Associations
1350 Yallach pl&?ﬁ’q Ha E‘-‘f.
Washington, D. v,

A conlerense on the Megro in Yusiness sronsorsd by the U, S,
Department of Commerce will he held in the Commeres Auditorium
on Melday and Saturdsy, Aprdl 18th and 194k, 104}, Dally 505w
gions will opon 4t 10 a.m., 21d close at B pem., 2nd will be
oper. to the public,  # public mass meebing will be bheld on Frie
day, fpril 18th ek Ht, Carmel Bapbist Church ab 8115 pen., end

will bo addrossed By Le €, Blount, Sesvebery, Great Iekes Mutmal

Ingurance Company, Detroit, Michinen, and Fayne Chatfieldelaylor,
Underssercbory of Commovces Promiment brsinosswmon, educators
end government spoeleliste wall present en areay of faets,
statictios and proposels of vital interest to the rublics The
wenbership of your orgenization is urged to attend,

4 radlo broadeast on the Negre in Pusiness will be sonduneted
over stetion WISV, Saturday, April ¥2th, st 9146 m.me Haov,
Joslah Ee Blliot, Recter, S Iukes P, B, Church will be the
pringipal speskey,

In order that resognibtion in our published proceedings nmight bs
given to all parbicipating organizations, you are reguested to
subnit to this office the nemes of your representitives who will
be able to atbend the business sessions,

Very sincerely yours,

Trmer Martin Lancaster
Adwizer on Vegro Affalrs
i1 dnd Ue 24 Departwent of Comeree




#arch 26, 19431

Ers., Julin #Fest Hamilbon
Padayation of Colorsd ¥omen's Clubs
920 U Strcet, N, ¥

#ashington, D. C.
Deay Mrs., Hamilton:

The First Annual Conference of Negro Buslnoss sponsored

by the Negro Affairs Diviclon of the Deprarfimont of Gom-
serge 4ill be held in the Dopa imﬁn* uuiiu@rluw, Friday
wa Saturdsy, april l8eh wnd thL u:luna 4111 be

hoeld during tha qay bhuznn ug wb 10: ki, undt closing
at 5300 pome  Subsoquent rolensis will eomtoin Turther
information as b the vessions ad BRORE 0.

The Division of Hegro Affnirs solicits the auppord of
Fouy orgunkaabian i urges the mumbership to attond and
partivigate in the ses.lon Aduvwsuions kich wlll be opsn
to the public,

The snelosed relbsse conbtuins excerpis from persons aho
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Tomer Bartin Loncunater
AGyiser on Megra Affueirs
U, &. Depuwet mﬁnt of Conmeron

L dmh
Enol.
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Karch 27, 1941

¥pr. Ernest T, Barpor

Eingran Park Civic Associustion
520 21st Street, N. E,
Washington, D. C.

Deayr Kr, Harpsr:

The Pirst Anpuel Conference of Megro Businsse sponszored
by the Hegro Affalrs Divislon of the Department of Com-
merce will be held inm the Depurtment suditoriuvs, Friday
and Saturdsy, kpril 18th and 15%tk, Osssions will be
held during the day beginning ot 10:00 a.m., and closing
at 500 p.m. Subsequent rolsasss will contaln further
infoymation ae to the sessi ns and speckers.

>Tha Divieion of Negro Affalrs solicits the support of

your orgemization and urges the membershlp to atbend and
partic]pate in. the ssesion discussions which +111 be open
%o the public.

The enclosed release contains excerpts from persous who

;have aseribed to this progran.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lagcaster
Adviger on Negro Affuirs
U, 8, Depurimsnt of Commerce
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¥uarehh 27, 1941

Me. ¥, ¥, Harris

Lincoln Uivic Association
49 D Btreet, B, K.
Wushington, D, C.

Dear ¥y, Harris:

The First Annual Confercnce of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affsalrs Divisicn of the Dapartment of Com-
meres will be held in tho Department Auvditorium, Fridey
énd Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
held durimg the day begioniang at 10:00 s.m., snd closing
at 5:00 p.m. Bubsesguent releases will contain further
information as %o the sessions =nd spoakors,

The Divisicon of Negro Affeirs solicits the support of
your orpenization and urges ithe mambership to attend ond
participate In the sesaion discussiomns shich will be open
to the publia,

The melosed release contains excerpts from persons who
have caerided to thie progran.

Very truly yours,
HBomer Martin Lancuster

Advianr on Negroe iffailrs
U. 8, Depaztment of Commerce

L dmh
Ifai‘i} ¢




April 3, 1941

Rewy Ea Ls Harrison

Pastor, Shiloh Bapblet Chureh
1500 98h Stvoek, H, W,
Washingbon, Dy 5

Dear Rev, Herrisons

The enslosed rolemse sontelns sh sououncemant of a conferense
on the Nggrs in Jusiness to be held in the Commros Auditerivm
Friday ahd Seburday, April 18th end 19th, ALl business sessions
will ope o 10 agne ond close ot § peme, and will be open to
the publio,

Your spegial abtentlon is ecalled Lo the public wmess meeting bo
“be held ?W April 18th et Mb, Cermel Baphbist Qhumh. end
will be eddresced by the Hom, Wayne ChatfieldsTaylor, Under
Seeretary of Comseres, Musis will be fumaished ‘ui\; the WePeds
Negro Commmity Chorus consisting of 46 voiess, the Cawbores

Girls® Chorus, direobed b{&&ss Mayy Burops, end vooel selege
tions by Mre, Blisebeth Sinkford Thownten, *You end your cone
grogation ere Lnvited b6 appesr and ectively participate in the
sonforeved and sessions,

This offlde wishes parmission o plass on your mxmm bourd

postars and releases of the ponferemos agenda, Plsase advise
if this %6 pormissible,

Vexy sinserely yours,

Emmor Mertiin Iatosster

Aévism‘ on Yegro Affairs
Enely » Depertment of Comuer oe
EMLsduy




Washinpton, B. @.

539 Fla,., Ave., N, W.,
March 28, 1941,

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,

U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you so much for your letter of March 19 concerning the First
Annual Conference on Negro Business sponsored by the Negro Affairs
Division of the Department of Commerce.

Mrs. Marion H., Elliott, Journalist of our local chapter here, will
be glad to represent us and serve as reporter for the Mass Meeting
to be held on Friday night, April 18, 1941,

In connection with our program for the approaching celebration of
National Business Week, we areldponsoring a Business Show at the
Lincoln Colonnade for three nights - April 8, 9, and 10. We would

be pleased to have you visit the show each night, but we are extend-
ing you a special invitation to be our honored guest on Tuesday night,
April 8, when the formal opening will take place, Because of your
connection with the Division of Negro Affairs in the Department of
Commerce, we feel certain that you can bring us a real message, and
that the inspiration you give us will be of immeasurable value to us
in our future efforts.

Thanking you for including Iota Phi Lambda in your program, and for
the consideration you will give this invitation, I am

Most respectfully yours,

Zresident

BAMMA CHAPTER

Tota pPhi Lambda National Business Sororit
ity

J
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537 Florids Avemse, Ho }/
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Deor Miss Harveys

Mmecmwmmmmmawm -
Yy the H&gm Affoirs Division of the Depurtment of Come
by held dn the Department Auditord F’z’idﬁy

hold during the day begluning et 10400 faitey 8nd @}ﬁ;ﬁ.ﬂg
ab 5100 pate  Subsoguent releascs will covbedn further
informntion a8 Yo sessions end speskerss ,

| The Division of Negro Affuirs aﬁh&ﬁn the mgm of

your orgenizabion and uvrges the nesberkhip to attand and
pavbisipate in She session éisawgmw which will s apm
to the ;mmm

The ensiousd relense combeins mm from yersons wiw

Imu aawﬁw& Ho Yhis mgrw

Very amm)sm y?i-v

Prosay Maphin z«mm-
mﬁaw ¥ Hogro Affeire
8, mﬁwmm of Commerse
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FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY
U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON

April 18, 1941

Mr, Emmer M, Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. Se Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your invitation to attend your con-
ference on THE NEGRC IN BUSINESS. It will be a pleasure to
participate on hoth days.

Very truly yours,

{ ‘. s
el . ; PRI
Sooblon doson Eml 2

Kenneth B. Haas, Regional Agent
for Distributive Education
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April 14, 1941

¥r, Kenneth B, Haag

Agent for Distribubive Xducation
Business Fducation Service
Vocational Division

U, 8, 0ffice of Educstion
Dopartment of the Interior
Waghingtom, D, €,

Dear ¥r. lans:

The enclosed rslecss contains an nnnouncement of & confere
ence on the Nogro im Bueiness te ba held in Washington,
D. C., April 18&th and 19th, 1941.

Delegates from business organizations snd educativnal ine-
atitutions of fourteen states will be represented, HEduca-
tors, businesemen and specislists will present facts, sta-
tistics and proposals relating to the Hegero in business.

Tha U, 8, Deportment of Commerce invitos you to atiend amd
to particlpate in the comfsrence discussions.

Very sincerely yours,
Frmey Nortin Lincaster

sSdviser op Hegro Affairs
U. 8, Department of Commerce

EML: duwh
el




April 3, 1041

Reve Jo Ly 8¢ Holloman
Pagtor, Seoond Bpidet Chureh
816 Bpd Streek, e W
Washinghot, D Cs

Deay Rev, Hotdaumas

'm sxslosed relykse wamm an annonnsement of a donferense
m:m in Dusiness %o be hald in the Commevge Auditerdwm

mw and Sabupddy, April 16h sud 10%h, A1) busitwes sesslons ‘

will dpen st mmm&ﬂmwsgm, mmxmm&u
ﬁhﬁw iﬁo S

m ;Y mwm blia mamﬁmw
u be Mam% amwmmaww mum .
, ' zmie. wi' 1 be furmished by 4he WePehy

gro- Cons t“",.?ﬁ%n’f*mm sonsishing of 45 voicen, Wh
otr1gr amm od by Wiss Nary Burope, sud voonl seloow
t&m by Hréa B skford Thorpions "You and your Gome

stlon sre duvibe iy Jhesr and acsively parbieipate in the
forance and us;im ‘

‘L‘m offioe wishos' pornission bo place on your bulletin borrd
Hore and relenses of the conPereme ngends, Plesie advise
this s yemiﬁi‘bih

Very simerely yours,

Tepey Martin Lencester
’ Adviger on Negro MM:-&
Bngle U 84 Dapartment of Commores
EMLidngd
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January 23, 1942

liry Albert Le ﬁfpps, W grssim
%gre B@sinass m SRR

o ki / ydwfu’ / /*f ? ; S
Haahmgtm, I}. Cw '
Dear Mr. Hypps:

- Mre Jesse He Jones, Secrotary of Commerce, hes advised eall agsncies
within the Deparbment o veviss their peasetims programs to meet the
emergenclos of the present war conflict, Accordimgly, the Livision
of Fegro Affairs has repleced its pre-war program with the enelossd
- plan of sotion,

. The ﬁm:fy progran of %he 1,700 member organizations of the Unibed
Stetes Chember of Commerce wias of such megnitude thak the Fresideant
wj}man& hm grwt:i.i.uﬁs, yublmly I s convinged thaet uagrm in

, T wamss arganh&tion and t—hﬁ&r traditionnl loyalty to the Goveraw
- mant! remsin inviolabe,

I mmatfuily urge theb you serve on the plamning comaities of
your Stale, and you may select that operation sulbable to your talentse
Your State Chairman will commmicate with you on Yhe techuigue, assigne
‘mawks and mmadm best adapted to your locality.

You are advised o commmiocste with this office frequently and
ym oriticisms of this endesvor ere imvited, In order thet our noxt
war rolesss, containing the sotion of our commlitbess, night ryeceive

proper timing and adequate publieity, please roply immedistely to this
communicabion,

Very sincerely yours,

- Pmmer Marbtin Lencesbter
 Adviser on Fegro Affairs
Us 5o Department of Comisrce

BML s dmf
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DEPARTMENT OoOF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

August 86, 1941

e Ivens Cu Hyppe

Hoad, Business Bduosbion Department
Publio Schools, Divisicns 10«13
Gerdope High Sghool

Washinghon, Dy C4 -

Deey Nyse Hyppss

By the bime you reseive this letter 1 aha.l:!. be on my
way o wm, @emsmu :

1 ham veceived aslle from two sources with mﬂmm
- 4o your resent planss  The exolossd paragraph from &

lotbor bo Mo Holsey expresges my views In refepence

%o his roplys Socn after Mres Wmm received youy
“letber I wes asked o sonfer with T, Arsold HIll end
Joneph He Be Bvens conserning ihs oonbenmtss These are

the enly indlvidunls who have sontaoted me with refere
amkemg!mﬁ Of oourse, it is not ny desive o
fnteyfore wi progren mi.uh will ald Hegro btusinsan
&hwmmhwk the anuniwy by receiving aid from the Governe
aenTe

You have my full cooperation in your present wm
Very simporely yours,

Bumer Martin Lancasber
Mviser on Negro Affairs
Buely . Us 5S¢ Dopartment of Coxmepce

m:w
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OLLICE Ot LHE 2

DEBVBLAEWL O:R

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON
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July 25, 194}

e Albon La E@lﬁw

Bresutive Secrotery

The ¥abtional Negro Business League
Tuskegee Instibtute, Alabanma

Depar My, Holasays

o o & I bave no desire %o hindey any expension movemer

relates to the CGovermment business program for Nagm&; I e
no objeotion Lo amy support or assigteuse which you wmay rendie
in pomnection with Yrse Hypps! programe As e matter of fagt,

I think this is & worbhy venbure end thet the League should
support 1te o« » »

Tery sincersly yours,

(Sigued) TFomor Marbin Lencasber
Adviser on Negro Affairs
EML sdng Us S Department of Commerce
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ObLICE OF A

{OFFICERS

CIS A. GREGORY
President L
Armstrong High School

" IRENE C. HYPPS

Vice President At Large
Cardozo High School

' BERTHA C. ANDERSON

Vice President.
. Commercial Education
' Cardozo High School

' VIVIAN T. TURNER

“Vice President

. . Home Economics .
M. M;-Washing’ton Vocational

WILLIAM H. PAYNE, JR.
Vice President .
Industrial Arts S

_Garnet-Patterson Jr.. High

CLIFFORD V. SMITH

Vice President
Related Subjects

- Phelps Vocational School
'THELMA E. WILSON

Vice . President . .
" Related Subjects

o ‘ M. M. Washington V ocational ,‘ .
* ELLIS O. KNOX |

. Vice President
. Teacher Training -
‘ Howard University

VERMELLE H. TURNER

Vice President.
o Trade and Industry

M. M. Washington Vocational .

JAMES 0. SNOWDEN

Vice President
Trade and Industry -
Phelps Vgcatiqnal School

MARTIN D. JENKINS
Executive Committee At Large
 Howard University ‘ ‘

. RUTH C. LEE -

Executive Committee At Large
A];mstrbng High School
EDGAR P. WESTMORELAND

~ Executive Secretary
‘Administration Annex No. 2

' RAYMOND M. ALEXANDER

Financial Secretary. -
Armstrong High School

- WILLIE ANNA DODSON

Recording Secretary |
M.M. Washington Vocational

WILLIAM N. BUCKNER, JR.
Treasurer .
Armstrong High Schpol

WALTER L. CRAIG

Editor-in-Chief, Journal
Phelps Vocational School

ALBERT A. BURGESS

Business Manager, Journal
Phelps Night School

National Capital Vocational Association

Administration Annex Number 2
14th and Q Streets, Northwest

°
Washington, D. C.

August 18, 1941

Mr. Emmer R. Lancaster

Special Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ue. 3. Department of Cormmerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Ir. Lancaster:

I would like for you to know some of the things which
have transpired since the June meeting of the Virginia
Trade Association. You will recall that I recommended
and the Association voted to request the Honorable
Jesse Jones, Secretary of the 7. 3. Devartment of
Commerce, an expansion of the facilities and services
available for businesses as small as those represented
by the average Negro proprietor. ”

It seemed futile for one association to make a single
rquest of such import, therefore, thirty-two other
business and business education or~anizations were
conﬁacted. I have been reliably informed of thirteen
gimilar requests that have beer sent in to the Secretary
and presume that there were others. Since these thirteen

represented ten different states, it shows s 1
: ffere , : omething
a national need. ’ g ot

Mr. Carlton Gaines writes me that the Honorsbls Jesse
Jones may be on tne program or the National Negro Business
peague.when it meets in ifemphis this month. If so that
is a fine opportunity to follow up such a request éy the

national body. Both lir. Gaines and lMr. ¥ i
vited me to attend. Holsey have in-

A fuyther contact has been made wit . the Senate Special
Gommkttee to Btudy Problens of American Small Busineés

Mr. Charles G. Daughters, Committee clerk in charze of.
the pusiness educntion needs, asked that a renortﬂén the
Sp?Glal needs of the Nlegro small business man be prepared
Th}s has'been done and that report is now in procésapﬁf .
b?lng pr}nfed. I think it is to be released shortly b

the Committee and copies will be available (frese) fr 7
the Committiee room in the Senate O0Fffice Buildgg o

Ze
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Since Mrs. Bethune is chairman of the Negro government advisers
ghe was informed of t.e requests that had been sent into the U,
S. Department of Commerce and of the needs for spscial services
to be rendeved to Negroes in business. In her reply, dated
July 25, Mrs. Bethune states that she will be very glad to

get with you directly and d» whatever she can in addition to

a more direct contact with the Secretary. This 1s most signifi-
cant and I hope that you will talk over any olans that you might
like to see put into effect with her.

Youn will understand, of course, that no officisl contact was
establishsd with vour office bacause it sesmed more effective

if all requests cawe from those representing the needs of Negroes
out in the field of business and business education. The source

of ‘this moveuent has come solely fron the contscts which business
persons aud business teachers have made with one another at re-
cent meetings where the immediate »nroblems of the Negro in business
and Negro youth preparing for business hsve been discussed.

We take for granted that in your official capacity as Special
Adviser on legro Affairs in the 7J. 5. Devartment of Commerce,
you favor and will coonerate with any constractive sugeestions
of services to Negro business and integration of personnel to
insure such services in the Research, Marketing, and Small
Store Structure and Operation divisions. In fact, you are the
only individual in position fto make concrete recommendations.

We feel it 3 responsibility %o see that something is done to
improve the conditions of business as practiced by our group.
Our's is not a mere racial interest, but a sincere desire to
help in the strengthening of America's economic resources.

Any steps toward the successful adjustiment of so important

a minority as the Negroes in America represent, will be a con-
tribution toward the defense of our democracy.

In whatever ways we may ass' gt your present program, you know

that we are willing to serve. 1In any ways that you may farther
our requests, we hope that you will do so.

Very truly yours,

4
1

BT -




August 8, 1941

¥r, Albert Hypps

7 Logan @ircle, N. W,

Director, Negro Business Institute
Hashington, D. O,

Dear ¥r. Hypps:

The official proceedings of the recent Negro Business
Conference held in Washington, Dy O, have been pre-
sented to the Commerce Duplicating Bection for prow
paration and will be ready for publication next week.
It has besn suggested that 4 statement be secured from
each member of the National Committee on the Negro in
Business who attended the Oonference with reference

to his impressions thereof. %hese replies will be re~
lessed simultaneously with the distribution of the
proceedings,

I shell be plessed to receive your impression of the
Conference and any construotive oriticisms you wish to
offer, ‘

Very truly yours,

Eumer Martin lancaster
Adviser on Hegro Affairs
U, 8. Department of Ccmmerce




tay 6, 1941

Erae ' Il'ém G‘ w ‘ ‘ '
Head, Businses Bdueetion Deparimext
Weshington Public Schools

Divisions 10W1$

Cardozo High Jehool

%Mhi&&"ti)ﬁ, ?Q. C.

ﬂ&ar Kree Dyppes

By this bime we have recuperated suffislently to wndere
ek the tash of sorvelebing snd compiling our Couferense
proceedings, The Commibbee on Recommendsblons snd Findings
‘heé nob yeb submitled thelr BRppord, ner do I have the
semprks of lesdrs, Smil Lchraw, Abuor He Ferguson and
Rebort L, lahornay, which wore writben up by Mras i ls
Holpel and ¥ide B, Ko Willioms,

% 1s uonecesgavy for me to inform you vhat the sssistonse
which you rouBdred this office has bsan most yulunbles

I tave expresgeil this Pach publicly and privelely and I
hope thet you will be swalleble for suggestions and pade
posaly on ths W of this office unfolds, I hope be
have the woluse of Conferenge procesdings avellable for
disbribution by the ond off ¥his month,

Vory sinterely yours,

Brasr Nertin Lancaster

: Adviser on Negro Affairs
B vdnd Ty 84 Depariment of Commsros
i

poy b
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w itten from a news angle concerning
Szg?brig: ;\'r:t;her then another announcement Ofoun-

’I;‘zrsggnference since they have already rl{]; ::;1 a?ﬁd

ce?nent of the conferencee ]l.'&'s. Hyp?ilw;u oy ier

to write the story for you if you wi o gspecially),

with the material, pictures (Mr. Blgunfor osp

otcs She will send around to the Y. e eall
t‘rial this evenings I told her you Wod L

ﬁzreas soon as you returned from the Broadcaste

Her phone number is Dupont 3718
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

Notes From Telephone Conversation with
» Mrs. Hypps

Suggested possibility of having NeYeA,
Band supply instrumente, ic for Mass
Meeting, Spoke to Mr.eéég%ngi Smith,
Director of Band about playing, M,
Smith thinks they can arrange it, although
they have an engagement out of town on
Wednesday night, they eXpect to return

before Friday nighte Mr, Smith's phong
number is Taylor 1373 ,yﬂ’
v % 1a

Suggests you comt Major R, R, Wright
of Philadelphia to appear as a speaker

or be given some prominent place on your
program because of hig business connece

tionse She will look up his address for |
uS.e /

She contacted Matthews of the Afro
nection with g story concerni
ferences Matthews suggests that

in conm “
ng the cop
a good




PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE IN CARDOzZO HIGH SCHoOOL
RHODE ISLAND AVENUE AND NINTH STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS PRACTICE
DIVISIONS 10—-13

Dear ilr. Lancaster,

Inclosed is a copy of the release that I
have given to the Afro. 1I'll get out a different

one for the Tribune in the morning.

) On the second sheet are the names of the
fﬁ local members of your National Committee, whom you

i can call in Thursday evening. Mr. George H. Murray,

chairman of the teachers' secretarial group might
also be invited but.that’s all -- unless you want
to include the insurance managers and Mr. Douglas.
It seems to me, however, that you don't want to make

your reception and arrangements group too large.

Cordially yours,

MW

\ |
i
3
H




Comaerce Deparitment Will
Intertain Natiounal Committee

The Division of Negro Affairs of the J. 5. Department of

Coumerce, of which Eumer Lancaster is the adviser, opens its

-first annual conference on "The Hegro in Business" on Friday

marnihg of this weeke A public mass meeting will be held on
Friday evening at the Mi. Carmel Bapntist Church, with the Hon.
Wayne Chatfield-Taylor, Undersecretary of Commerce; and L. C.
Blount, secretary-general manager of the Great Lakes Mutual

and a former Washingtonian
Insuranee Co., Detroit, mich./ as the principal speakers. Mrs.
Mary iMeLeod Bethune will present the members of the Federal Counecil
of Negro Advisors, and Albon L. Holsey the visitors and delegates.,
Speelial music will be rendered by the HNYA band, the WPA ehorus,
the Cantoren Girls Chorus; and;@igzabeth Sinkford Thornton, soloist.
Perry W, Howard will deliver the welsome address.

Four other sessions of the conference will be at the Degarﬁment
of Commerce auditorium. On Friday norning, William A, Bailey,
Walter R. Chivers, and M. C. Clark will talk on "The Negro in Business".
Friday afternoon, specirlists of the Co:merce Department, will speak
on the services of their bureaus. The Saturday morning session is
devoted to "Business Fducation and the Fegro. Att'y H. Wlsie Austin,

Dr. V. V. Oak, Mrs. Irene Hypps, and Dr, ¥m H., Bell will freadisis -

this topie from both the collsge and secondary school levelse At
the elosing session on Friday aftermoon, the theme is that of
National Defense and Wegro Business” with Leon M. Wallace of Louis=-

lana, and Robert L. Mehorney, Chief, Defense Contract Servi:ze, speak-

ing, and Carlton W. Gaines presiding.




—2-

Local members of the ¥ntional Coumittee on the Negro in Business
will serve as a Counitiee onm arrangenents in receiving the out~of7
town delegates ani visitors. These are- William A, Bailey, chaire
man, Att'y H. Elsie Austin, Dr. Dorothy Bo dding Ferebee, Charles
E. Hall, F. T.Harris, Albert L. Hypps, Daisy H. Jackson, Jesse W,
Lewis, John R; Pinkett.

2 Assoeiate committeeson publicity,and gacretarial service

‘ﬁémwcomposeg of 5. A. Dyuglas, Norman H. gya;che, Glar%éee H,
Robinson, C. W. Fegfing, 8r., Ae L. Lindsay, George E. Bricej
George H. Murray, Mrs. R. C. Hill, ¥rs. E. 4. McIntyre, irs.

R. B. Gray, #rs. 11, L. McHeel, Hrs. 4. C. Tee, Mrs., H. &, Sha t,
Mrs. B. X. Williams, ¥Mrs. B. P. Haloney and Hrs. M. J. Nightengale.
Cardozo High School office practice pupils are also assisting in
the clerical work of the conference sessions.

A Coumittee on Findings and Recommendations will meet at
the close of the conference S&xx¥xxg, In addition to the members
of the National Committee, others invited to psrticipate are

Major R. R. Wright, Congressman Arthur D. iitchell, &&d Dr.

Garnet C. Wilkinson. and officials of other goverunment departments.
The Washington Ch.mber of Commerce is sponsoring a special
entertal ment and smoker at the Musolit Club on Saturday night

in honor of the Conference members.

'
i
:
i

w}
i




PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE IN CARDOZO HIGH ScHooL
RHODE ISLAND AVENUE AND NINTH STREET NW.
WASHINGTON, D. C.

] DEPARTMENT OF BUSINESS PRACTICE
¢

DIVISIONS 10—-13 Aprll 12, 1941

Mr. Zmmer M. Lancaster
Adviser, Negro Affairs

UeS. Department of Comnerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have been thinking over the suggestion I made

yesterday in regard to a committee that might function
as a welcoming and general host group. Why not use
your Washington members of the National Committee and
have lMr. Bailey or someone familiar with the Depirtment

; gset-up act as chairman? Since they would all be local,

r you could have a coumittee meeting on Thursday in order

’ to have them feel a part of the active machinery. 1I%
would Be perfectly proper to designate them as a Committee
on Arrangements.

Suggestion number two is that the teacher group

. who are to serve in stenographic capicities and for
helping register and what not, might be termed Associate
Committee on Arrangements. I have asked Mr. George H.
Murray to act as their chairman -- just so as t> have some
one person responsible. His address is 928 S St., n we;
telephone, North 2889. He has had a great deal of ex-
perience in arranging and looking after the details of

: programs for the Iusolit Club and for the Teachers Ad-

i . visory Council Institute Committee.

Where none of these committee names need to go on a
program, they would make good local publicity and create
‘much good-will. However, as in all cases where my sug-
gestions are concerned -- only use what may suit your own
purposes. It really makes no difference to me.

Is the Comerce auvditorium equipped with a microplone?
Since it seats so many, your speakers will want to be hsard.
Good luck to you. I won't mail the Afro and Tribune re
f ; leases until tomorrow, therefore, if you decide to use the
A suggested committee set-up let me know. '

Very truly yours,
D
<.
]

Irene C. Hy




March 19, 1941

Mr. Albert L. Wz Direstor

Begre Businese bute
M ‘fhh %QQ ’ﬁﬁ W«
.W&QWM s Oa
Dear Hre KVPP” |
The Pirst v i Gonferanoe of\ Negro Businoss sponsored
by the Negro Arfairs Division of empaw«af Come
. meros will be held in the Deperiment Audivoriws, Fridey
\ ‘,_,.‘;gA@xawiﬁim‘M‘ " %uﬁmﬁ%&m

o %&%i%&

The oralosed rolease conbeing exosrpba from persons who
heve sacribed to this progren,

Very sinserely yours,

Eymey Marbin Lansaster
Adviser on Negro Affeirs
Encle Us S« Deparbument of Commerce
EML¢ dn)




April 18, 1841

i, Albert L, Hypps

Prosident, Negra Business Institube

1903 7Tth Strest, Ne W,

Washingbon, Ds a.;‘

Dear Mry Hypps:

In commestion with She Negro Business Confersuce I shall

by plessed rar;&ou %é abtbend a meebing im my offiee, roem
2061, ﬁegw‘m&nﬁ: of Commewos Bulldimg at 71850 peme, Thurse
day, April i‘ﬂsh@j The session will meet promptly and adjourn
ab 8300 peme

Very singerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancastur
, Adwiger on Negro Affairs
EHLsdng Uy 84 Department of Comnerce




SBeptember 30, 1941

¥ry Charies Be Hall
L You W} He W,
Washingbon, Py Oe

Deay My Hells

I wan very bappy to receive your mnt letter
eonbaining edmments upon the maberisl relessed
fron Yhin offiop. Your suggestlon that these
gmphlam should be filed in our Negro college

ibraries i an exeellent one, and every efford
will bé made o eomply thorewith,

1 an ﬁ:&m pmwﬂ to vessive your advice, and
I hope that you will fesl free to drop in my
of fioe ab any Mm,

Vory truly ymm,
Emmer Merbin Lanepaber

Advider on Negro Affuirs
e 84 Deparbment of Commeros

B+ duh







dugust 8, 1941

¥y Charles B, Hall
817 U Btreeb, N. W,
Washingten, De Ce

Dgay Mr, Hall:

The offioial proseedings of the recent Negro Buainess

- Gonflerence held in Washingbon, Dy U4 have been pres
sonbed %o the Commerce Duplicating Seetion for pro-
paration sud will be ready for publicstion mext week.
It has been suggested thot a stabeoment be ssoured from
saoh member of the Nationsl Committee on the Negro in
Business who atibended the Conferense with reference

%o him impressions thersofs Thess replics will be rew
lessed slmltansously with the distribubion of the
proosadings,

1 shall be pleased %o receive your impreasion of the
agz;ramm and any consbructive oritlcisms you wish ‘o
offors.

Vory truly yours,
Emmer Maptin Lensaater

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ve 8¢ Dopartment of Commerce

TML s dmh




April 16, 1941

e, Charles B, Hall
617 "U" Strecs, M. W,
Washington, Dy Ca
Doap Mre Hally
Tn eomnoetion with the Hegro Business Couferencs I shall
be plensed fo» 'frmt o abhend o meebing in my office, room
2@63., Dopepbmsuti of Commerce Building ot 7130 peme, Thurds
Wa Aprid, }ms}gg The session will mpet promptly snd adjouram
ot 83100 pamy | | ’

Very gincerely yours,

Prmer Martin Lemcasbeor
Adviser on Negro A{feirs
ML sdn Us S¢ Department of Commerés




- Charles E FHall

| wranaron e %M 2354/
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March 14, 1941

P%&7C arles Lall

Street, K. W,
Hushington, D. C,

Denr ¥y, Lall:

During the psst yewr comaunications were addrossed to
you with reference to the formation of & National Negro
Business Committoe and Conference to affect u mors ad-
squate integration into the Depariment of Commerce of
Hegroess engaged in buciness. Hecently, the confersnce
snd committes were a2pproved by the Secretary of Commerce,
apd & preliwinuary anpowncemont thereofl has.been prepared
gnd submltted to the Depurtment's Press Bureau for im-
mnediatbe release,

I a;m plessed t0 snnounce that this conforence on the Ne-
gro in Businsss will be held Friday snd Sautrduy, April

18th and 19th in the Dopartment of Comnmerce 4uditoriws,

Washington, D. C,

& subsejuent relesss copntsining the seasions, speakers
and photographs w111l be diatributed shoertly. In order

to complote our progrum snd comply with the rosuests of
nowspapers for = lisgt of persomns attending the conference,
we respectfully urge thnt you send your photograph amd ad-
vise ug ca to your attendance at your very carilest oppor-
Puniby.

The Dopartment of Commerce will not be uble to defray
the truveling or accommodation expenses of commitles
nembers, znd ne attendsnce or regletration foe »41ll be
charged.

He expect your active purticipatiom in the confersncs
discussions, and I await your reply.

Very truly yours,
Ermer Hartin Lancastor

Advieor op Bugro ~Affsirs
U. 8. Depurtrment of Commerce

ML duh
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Million Dollar Casket
Industry Possible Thru

Cooperative Effort

Factory Consolidation Necessary

By CHARLES E. HALL, Grand Statistician

While there are no records showing the number and kinds of caskets purchased annual-
1y by members of our racial gr oup, data relating to the number of our deaths in the United
| States by states and principal cities are available and men familiar with the operations of our:
morticians pelieve that a Negro-owned casket company doing a business of ONE MILLION
dollars per year or more could be easily financed and successfully operated. /

In this connection it has been
pointed out that in 1939 there were
173,510 Negro deaths in the United
States and thei our average deaths

was approximately 182,600, If the

| two or three casket factories now op-

erated by Negro manufacturers could

| be consolidated into one large com-
1pany thoroughty . equipped and man-

aged, and if our hundreds of morti-
cians would purchase their caskets

pany, our Race for the first time in
its history would have a million dol-

‘| lar a year industry that would give
steady employment to a great number |

of skilled and semi-skilled workers.

panded to mee; the requirements of
the territory in which they are now
located and serve, and each would

organization. I is believed that this
economic expansion could be success-

“he l’ossibihtxes )

1t'is, of course, unreasonable to be-

‘| Heve that thiy concern’ would  supply
il all of the caskets used for the burlal
‘| of  colored persons throughout the
.| United States, but assuming the mar-
‘| keting to our undertakers of one-half
‘| the number required for dur use each
;| year™ and estimating ‘on the basis of
‘|'a very 10w wholesale average value 0f
‘| twenty dollars. per casket, this com-

pany ~would. do’ & gross business of

.| ' more than a million and a_half dol-
lars. Angd if the company sold bug

ong-third _the = humber. required it
would till be a million dollar per year

e!ﬂcient management

We have the ma.rket“two or, three
1actories now: operating and the sslesn

0. 'We are

g facing & new' ei‘a. possibly .an' era of
great economie expansion and our ine
| clusion in the new order may he large-

Iy determineq” it not nmited to our
.own efforts, “We must "do somethlng

about 1, and we,.tan at ]east m
and_ distribute ond

rough the hune

dreds of mtenigent morhiciazw—»wh@
funeralize our dead,

per year from 1935 to 1939, inclusive,

and other supplies from this com- |

Each of the two or three casket fac- |
tories now in cperation could be ex- |

constitute g unit of the consolidated |

fully ,pxjomoted and operated g our |

mdustry capable of expansion under

men. . Surely our trained ‘bankers and -
insurance. executwes ‘can . evolve & fl=
nancial . plan’ to - satisfactorily. unders .
‘write. the: project, Our.Race; is be=




Industry Possible Thru
Cooperative Effort

By CHARLES E. HALL, Grand Statistician

While there are no records showing the number and kinds of caskets puuhabed aunual-

ly by members of our racial gr oup, data relating to the number of our deaths in the United

States by states and principal cities are available and men familiar with the operations of our
morticians pelieve that a Negro-owned casket company doing a business of ONE MILLION

dollars per year or more could be easily financed and successfully operated.

=}  Fasctory Consolidation Necessary
In this connection it has been !’

pointed out that in 1939 there were
173,510 Negro deaths in the United
States and that our average deaths
per year from 1935 to 1939, inclusive,
was sapproximately 182,000, If the
two or three casket factories now op-
erated by Negro manufacturers could
be consolidated inte one large com-
1 pany thoroughty equipped and man-
aged, and if our hundreds of morti-
cians would purchase their caskets
and other supplies from this com-
pany, our Race for the first time in
its history would have s million dol-
lar a year industry that would give
| steady employment to a great numbes
1 of skilled and semi-skilled workers,

| tories now in cperation could be ex-
panded to meet the requirements of
the territory in which they are now
located and serve, and each would
constitute g unit of the consolidated
organization. 1t is believed that this
.| economic expansion could be success-

g,
g

every 1
the manufactlumg, ﬂnancing aﬂ,,,dtsf
§: ‘

“The P6’§sibxlitnes

It 1s, of course, unreasonable 0 be-
| lieve that this concern’ would : supply
:| all of the caskets used for the burial
‘| of colored . persons throughout the’
United States, but assuming the mar-
keting to our undertakers of one-half
‘| the number required for our use each
yeal and estimating on the basis of
‘| 'a very low wholesale ‘average value of
‘| twenty -dollars. per. casket, this com-
pany would: do a  gross business of
more than &. million and a: ha]f dol-
‘|lars, And' if- the company sold but
| ong~third ' the.  fiumber. required it
+| would &1l be 4 million dollar per year
" mdustry capable of” expansion under
: emcient management o
|- 'We have the market, two. or, three
v i'ac ries now operating a.nd the sales«

by membern of" this. racial group, in :
the creation of employment for their
sons .and da.ughters, and in having s
greater amount of money retained for
: circu]ation within the group. 'We are
faclng & new. era; po&siblyw an era of
great. economic expansion and our ine
clusion in the new order may be large-
v determined i not lmited to ous
own efforts, ‘We must ’ ‘do xomething
‘| about it, and we, .G

dreds of intelligent morticians—who
funerauze our dead.

- Our Funeral Bil}

As previously stated we had 173,510
deaths in 1939. If the average cosy
per funeral was one hundred dollars,
it means that our Race pald $17,351,=
000 to the undeltakexs during that
yeax If the average cost is conserve
stely estimated at $75 per funeral ouy
funera] hill was in excess of THIRe
TEEN MILLION DOLLARS This i
' Big’ “WMoney in any language and defls
nite plang shrould be made to give our
group & bigger "cut”,‘and it can be
done .

Regardjess of our px obléms, and
they exist w1thout ‘number, there is no
reason why we cannot overcome soms
of the obstacles that surround us thrg
an intelligent cooperative effort w
strengthen our assets,

Each of the two or three casket fac- |

fully prornoted and operated Jf our |
! morticxano, our, cansket‘ manufactm'eru, ~

; owned and operated.

’
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. meut remein inm&aﬁ.‘

January 23, 1942

Hry Py Ty Harris

Exscutive Secretary
HeEolalole
mmnm I}Q Q,

‘Dear lr. Harriss

- Josai Hy Jones, Seeretary of Commerce, bas advised all agencles

| within the Department to rovise thelr pescebine programe to meed the

emergenciss of the present war conflicts Accordingly, the Division
of Regro Affairs hes mhna it m»mr progran with the enclosed

. phn of setiony

The wietory program of m 14700 mewber organigkbioms of 'km Uniw

| Stakes Chamber of Cowmeres was of Such magnitude thet the Prosidemt
‘expregzed his gratitude, publiclye I am convineed thet Negroes im
- business desire thet thelr patriotismm shall not be surpassed by any

mmmm e

*.mmMrmw&mzmmwmm‘

: Immnﬁfuﬁy%%ym sorww on the planning commitiee of
your State, and you select that operation suiteble to your talents.
Your State Chairmen will gommonicate with yow on the techniguey assigne
ments and prosadure besk mptm& o your localitye

~ You are advised to commumicate with this office freguently and
your eriticisny of this endeavor are inviteds In order thet owr mexh
war release, containing the astiom of our commitbtess, might receive
proper timing and adeguate publiecity, please reply immedistely to thias
commnication,

Tory sincerely yours,

Emmer Mertin Lancaster
Adviser on Hegro Affairs
Us S¢ Department of Commeres

EML:dmj




November 26, 1941

Mye Lowis K, Holland, Dean
Ssmuel Houston College
«&Miih Texhs

Deﬁil' Hys Holland:

The Contratt Distribution Division of 0.F.My has initiated
& plan to avail to meaufastursrs and persons in business,
mnwm fw defende gontrack ordors.

on tht 10%h ar Hovenber, thres spesial trains left Washe
ingbon for a tour throughout the counbry to inform manuw
fucturers snd amall businessmen as to the function of the
Contrast Distribution Division and the prosedure Lo see
sure defense vontreots axd prosurement orderss Governs
nond mhma £Pom the OuPylls, Army, Nevy end Mapitine
Cemnispion will ssovmpauy these treins and advise businesse

man on dede: oo teohniques
In my 3‘« meii thiz s an opportunity for Negroes in busis
sosd to beoomd noquainted with this defense service, and

the W ‘#f this cammnioation iz to inform you and

obher pronfient persons in business who desire Yo inspect

' these #&Mﬂ ashibits, the date and plaoe of these defense

ﬁm; These trelns will be on dispiay Desember Srd st
San Antonie, December 4h st Housbon and December Sth at

Dallass These speoial dralins are nobt open Ho the publis,

and adnfasion thereto is hy oards lssusd by fisld offlces

of the Conkrack Distridution Division of the 0,P,M,, whish

for your informetion is lossted at the Federal Reservs

Bank Builddng 4w Dallas,

The Washingkon office has been requesbed 'lm advise the

various £isld offices to imslude colored businessmen in
the inspestion tour of these trains, and I think 4t ade
wisable that you contast your field offise immedistely,

Plesse leb me know the oubsoms of your efforts.
’ Very truly yours,

Ermor Nartin L&mastér
Adviser on Negyo Af'fairs
Us 8¢ Deparbment of Cammerce

ML ¢ dnb
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Kay 23, 1941

YMr. ¥. %, Harris
Exeautive Secretary

MQ E. &a Oc:P\‘

1935 Ninth Btreet, N. W.
Washington, D, C,

Dgar ¥r, Harris:
The request contained in your recent letter for the adew
dresses of members of the Fational Fegro Business Come
nittee will be sent to you as soon as posgasible,

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Us 8, Department of Commerce

EMI. dmb




,_ .*‘""I". Harris

MEACP

. LN
Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People
1935 Ninth Street, N. W.

Office:
Washington, D. C.

A Executive Secretary
May 21,1941,

Mr,.E.M.Lancaster,
Advisor on Negro Affairs,

U,S.Dept. Commerce,
Washington,D.C.

Dear Sir:
Please send me the names and 2ddresses of the members of

the Advisory Council,if you have them convenient.
Also enclosed is the lattest issue of * Economic Life."

Yours truly,

5%;a%h44é4a-7344xn0i5

frederick T. Harris

L . B
S .,



MEACP

Movement for the Econormic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

F. T. Harris
Executive Secretary

L]

Merch 28,1941.

Mr.8. M. Lancaster
Adviser on HNegro Affairs
U.S.Dept, of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

My Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Please find enclosed a photograph of myself as per
your request.

Our paper will go to press during the we@Kkof April

I. Will you have your program ready by thet time?
If so,please send me one by mail.

Very truly yours,

FJ. '

F.T. Harris




MEACP

Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

F. T. Harris Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Executive Secretary Washington, D. C.

March 22,I19471.

E:M. Lancester

tdviser on Negro Affairs
U.5 Dept. of Commerce
Weshington, D.C.

My Dear sir:

In reply to your letter of March I3,please be advised
thaet I will attend the conference. 3Since I do not hsave
& photograeph of myself just now ,it will be another week
or ten days before I can have one made. I hope thds will
be soon enough,if not please advise me.

Very truly yours,

iéuuil4&a¢%£ZXZLLme
Frederick T. Harris

!
%
!




BMarch 13, 1941

Mr. ¥. T. Hzrris
BExocutive Secretary, REACY
1935 9th Street, N, W,
Washington, D, C,

Daar Mr. Harris:

During the past yeor communicamtiomns were addressed 10
you with referemcc te the formation of a Nutionsl Negro
Business Committoc and Confersuce to affect & more ade
equate integration inte the Departmont of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in businesa., Recently, the conference
and committes were approved by the Becretary of Commerce,
and & preliminary announcemcnt thereof hus been prepared
and‘submitté& t0 the Department's Press Bureau for im-
modiate release.

Letters op file indicote that you approved of this pro-
gram, snd I am pleascd to wanounce that this conference
on the Negro in Busimess will be held Friday ond Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the Depurtment of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D, C,

A subﬁaquwnﬁ releass contalning the sesslons, 8pouiody

and photographs will be distributed shertly. In order

to complete our program apnd comply with the reguests of
newspapors foe s list of persons atteading the conference,
we respoctlully urge that you send your photograph and ad-
vise us as to your attendanco at your very earliest oppor-
tunity. :

The Departwent of Commorce will not be able to doelray
the traveliny or seccommodation expenses ol comalitees
members, snd no attendance or registration fee wlll be
charged.

We expect your asctive participstion in the conference
digcussions, and I awalt your reply.

Very truly yours,
Fmmer Murtin Lencaster

Adviger on Negro Affairs
U, 3. Department of Commerce

HML: dmh




F. T. Harris
Executive Secretary

MEACP

Moverﬁent for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

cenuarcy 4,741,

Wremeil. Lencas ter
~dvicer on fdegro iffairs,
TT

U.l.Lept. of Commerde.

Wy Tear sirc:

In reply to your letter some time apo asgking
me if I woulé serve on the proposed Ladvizory
Council for Jegro business,I am glad to gay
I will.

Very truly yours,
:7//. ;, AT

F.T.Farrig




Ootaber 24, 1940

Mre Fy Ty Horeds
Exesutive Seoretery, MRACP
lﬁsﬁ oth aﬁm; Yo Wa

Veshinghon, D Co
Deay Mre Harrisy |

The oohferense of the proposad Natiomsl Negro
Mima%w Counodl, upon ’tzﬁp mmﬁ

of the Digartment of Coumeros, has) be
m&' by :hamr dage in wﬁw i sa, the
bl

Homy, J&&aﬁﬂ #m& may heve adegiate W
tumity bo “effoch roserginisation | w
undar onalderations

This xammmmmn dseppro amam
conferense will go forwerd ot an ea &
continue

next yeture Flesge sdvise if you -
Yo nerve as amboroftha%m

ﬂardmuy ymﬁrs.\

Ernmer Mertin L ﬁ;t
Advisey on Kagmx faire
BLydng Vs34 Mparmt
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MEACP

Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

F. T. Harris Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N.-W,
Executive Secretary Washington, D. C.

asugust 22,1940.

Mr.8. M. Lsncaster

Afviser on Tegro Affsirs,
U.5.Tenartment of Commerce.
WHashington, L.C.

Lear Sir:

In reply to wvour letter of August 21,
in which you gg¢% if I will serve on the proposed
Netional HNegro Business fdvisory Council,I a=x
pleased to say I will.

Note: the treet No. is 1I935.

F.T.Harris

!
i
i
¢
i




August 21, 1540

Mr. Fe To Harpis
SQQ”MW M,B.&:0.P.
1935 » 9th Street, N« W,
Washington, D O

Dany lh‘# Barris:

Recontly a letter was addressed to you containipg prow
posals for the formation of a National Negro jiness
Advisory Countil to which you replied favorablye The
purpoess of this communication is to ascertain it you

. will serve as a member thereof.

" Details pertsining o the program and date of the cone
- ference will be outlined later in the form of a Departe
.. ment relsase.

I aﬁait your reply.
Respeotfully yours,

Bumer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us 84 Department of Commerce.

EML s DME
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F. T. Harris
Executive Secretary

MEACP

Movement for the Economic Advancement of Colored People

Office: 1935 Ninth Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

August 20,1940.

Mr.oed.Lancaster

advicer on Hegro affairs,
U.3. Lepartment of Commerce,
washington, L.C.

Lear Sir:
In reply to ryour letter of fugust I9,
I am glad to cay that the plen meets my approval.

Please inform me when I msy have an interview with
you concerning the matter.

Yours very truly,




August 19, 1940

Mir. ru I, Harris
Sacretnry MeEsAuCuFa
1981 » 9th Btreet, N W,
Weshington, D, O

Dear Nr. Harriass

The Department of Commerce ia interested in a&oiaﬁing :
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to |
Govermmental regulations, but unfortunstely, exeept for
+ statistiosal date upon reteil establishmenss and their ine
comes, we have very little knowledge of their probleomss

- Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ag=

quired only through o medium of contmet with the Faderal
Governments I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busiw
ness Advisory Council or commithee similar o the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secy
of Commercs, to recommend and advise methods of impro ng
business by Govermntal nsais%mao

I propose that this hagm Gouneil should be composed ftof

fifty or more prominent Easro businéssmen throughout the

ocuniry who are representative of all types of business

* ineluding financidl and memufacturing interests, rotai}
and wholoaale astablishmntn :

~Raoen*b1y Profsuor Jeeu We lewis and Associate Profeaa\ora
Hy Naylor Fitghugh smd James B. Mitchell of the Departw
ment of Commerce and Finenoce, Howard University, aonfon}md
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this come
forence several proposals were mede with reference tmad
. uging the Fegro Advisory office of the Depertment of Coin
meroe as a clearing house for sll Negro businhesses through«
out the country perteining to (a) busivess administration
curriculs in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of‘\
students in business establishmentsy -this would be detere’
mined by maintaining & list furnisked by the schools of
all choice students applying for - jobs in various types of
businesses and & list of those businesses desiring expert




A T A e e

- e e -

employees of college experience, (o) factual studies to
be mede aveilabls for the benefit of small Fegro busgiw
nesses, {d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof ms headuyarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administrstion courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

nosp;ctfully yours,

Brmer Martin lencester
Advisef on Negro Affairs,
U. 8, Department of Commproes

ML : DMH




January 23, 1942

S&, M& %. Mw&, hm

“of Economice
Mﬁ ﬁmtan College
M‘i;im Toxus

Dear Mr, Hollsudy

, Hng Jense Hy Jmaﬁ,g Sawakw of Copmerce, has advised all agencies
. within the Depariment te vevise their pescebime programs bo meet the
ausrgencies of the progent war conllicte Accordingly, the Siviston -
of Hegro Affairs has WM& .ﬁm pra-ueyr progran with the anslosed
pm of sotion,

ii’im mw "ymgm :af the 1,?&:} member armizata,m of %he United
: ;&tﬁmwﬁm&mﬁn&a that the Fresidsut

Epre grotibude, publiclys I @a convimeed thet Negroow in
s iness Mi.m ‘hat thods pabriotism shall not be surpassed Ly say

‘ wabion aud their traditional ioy&l'ky 4o the Governw
mﬂn im W# '

I respectfully urge tmt you serve ou the plemuing @mm of
your Stake, and you may salech thet operation suiteble to your teleniss
Your Stete Cheirmen will coammnicste with you on the teeluiquey aﬂa&g&-
monts and provedure besk uﬂupﬁu& to your locality.

- You are adwim& %o amim with this office frequently end
your qﬂ&tﬁm of this endsaver are invited, Im order that our pext
war relesse, sontaining the askion of our cammitbess, night receive

proper timing and adequate publieity, plesse reply n.wdmbaﬁ.y %o this
sonmunication,

Yery &-imarc’iy yours,

Eumer MHartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affeirs
Ve S» Waﬂﬁmm

EMLsdm3 7




Depeytment of Economics

August 15, 1940

4
4

[

i
I
/

Professor Lewis R. Hollend, Dun

Samuel Houston College

Austin, Texas

Dear mreoaor Folland:

for the formation of a Natiomal Negro

eil to which you rapmad favorablys The
munication: 1s to aseoruin if you nn sarvc as ¢ member thete
of's )

e e oy B

|

i
1
b

‘Recently & lottm' we.s nddx-ouad to yo W

gontelining proposals
usiness Advisory Cgi
purpose of this

I

l}cuilu pemining to. tho pmgm and d‘\p; of f;ho confarenco
will be cmtlimd later in the form of a ! p:rmut relesse.

I amit your reply. \ |
' Rospoottull& "wourﬂ& .

Enmoy &rﬂ

EML e DMH




SAMUEL HUSTON COLLEGE
AUSTIN, TEXAS

HECISKERE R X

June 25, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

U. 8. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear 8ir:

In response to your letter of june 13 with reference
to the formatinn of a Negro Business Advisory Council
or committee I wisnh to state that I highly endorse the
idea and pledge my cooperation.

Needless to say that sueh an organization ceould greatly
aid Negro business in the manner proposed by Professors
Lewis, Fitzhugh,and Mitchell of Howard University.

You may count on me to serve where and when possible to
the best of my ability.

Sincerely yours,

PN XTI

Lewig R. Hoiland
Head Dept. Economics

{
|
M




June 13, 1940

Office of Dean

Departmant of Commerce and Finance
Samuel Huston College

Austin, Texas

Dear 8ir;

The Department of Commerce is interested in assisting Negro
businesses with their problems as they relate to Governmental
regulations, but unfortunately, except for statistical deta

upon retail establishments and their incomes, we have very
1ittle knowledge of their problems. Iaformetion pertaining
thereto in my opinion oan be aocquired only through a medium

of oontact with the Federal Government. I have in mind the
formation of a Negro Businsss Advisory Council or committee

aimilar to the Business Advisory Couneil which meets at the

eall of the Seoretary of Cormerce, to recommend and advise
methods of improving business by Govermmental assistance.

1 px?apén ‘that this Negro Oounoil should be composed fifty
or more prominent Fegre businessmen throughout the country

_who are representative of all types of business ineluding

financial and manufacturing interests, retail and wholesale

ostabliskments.

Réaently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Assosiate Professors
He Mayloy Fitzhugh and James B. Mitchell of the Department

s Fot on e,

of Commeérce. dnd Finande, Howard University, conferred with me

with reference to the foregoing. Out of this conference smeve
oral proposals were made with reference towsrd using the Negro

- Advisory office of the Department of Commerce as a clearing

house: for all Negro businesses throughout the ocountry pere

taining to (a) business administration ourrieula in various

Negro institutions, (b) placement of students in business
establishments; this would be determined by maintaining a list

" furnished by the schools of all choioe students applying for

jobs in various types of businesses and a list of those
businesses desiring expert employees of college experience,
(o) factual studies to be made available for the benefit of
small Negro businesses, (d) & conference to be called and held




e

in the auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committes of whieh
the professcrs of business administration courses in Negro
institutions will be members.

This office plans to issue & bulletin periodieally of the
work of the department for wide distributien.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to the pro-

posals, sspecially the compesition of the committee and the
date of the conference. I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Bameyr Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
Ue 8. Department of Commerce.

{
!
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Jexuary 23, 1942

Dre Gordon Be Hamcotk
Virginia Union University
Rickmond, Virginis,

Deexr D Hancosks .

Bre h&w E; Janes, Secretary of Commerse, has advised all egencles

within the Department to rovise tholr poacetime programsito meet the

 gmergencies of the present war sonflicts Accordingly, the Divisiom

_of Segro Affaivs hax replaced its preewar pmgrsm with the em‘lmé
plﬂl of sotion, |

 The v&nﬁwy program of the 1,7!39 nanbar organisations of the United
: e wis of such maguitude thot the President
expressed his gmmi:nda. publiely, I am convinosd that Negroes ix
business deglre thwb their patriotism shall not be surpeased by sny
other business orgarnisation end thelr traditioral loyslty to the Soverne
ment rvemain miama.

" Imm&ﬁ%lywtmmammmghmmgam&hm of
your Stete snd you nay select that opsration suitable Lo your balents,
Your Stete Chafrman will comrmumicete with you on the tanhniqm? amign-»
ments and mwdurp best sdapted to your loeallty,

You are sdviged to sommmionte with this offiece freguently and
your sriticisms of this sudesvor are invited. In ordsr that our next
war releass, containing the sstion of our committees, might recelve
pmperiﬁ‘tm and sdaquate publicity, please reply m&aamzy to thisg
CommIs:

Yery sincerely yours,

Bumeyr Martin Lencester
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ve S. Tepartment of Commerce

EMLydm)




Karch 13, 1941

Dr. Gordon B. Huancock

Virginin Union Unlversity
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Hancock:

During the pust year communicsations were addeessed $o
you with refersnee to the fomuution of a Nutionel Negro
Businecss Committee and Confersnce to alfoct & more ud-
eguate integration into the Departmoent of Commerce of
Negroes engoazed le business. Recently, the conferehce
and committes were approved by the Secretury of Commerce,
and a preliminary arnounuvencrht thereof has been Lropared
and submitted to the Department's Press Bureau for ime-
nediate relouse.

Lette.s on file indicute that you approved of this pro-
gran, snd I sm pleased to esnnounce that this conference
on the Negro in Busipegs +1il1l be held Friday snd Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th inm the Depurtment of Comwmerce

Avditorium, Washingtoun, D, C,

A subsequont releawme containing tho sessions, speukors
and photographs will be distributed shortly. Im order

to couplete our progras and comply with the renuests of
newspapers fopr u liest ef porsons attendinsg “he conference,
wg regpectfully urge that you send your phobograph apd ad-
vise U8 88 to your attendance =% your very earliest oppor-
tunity.

The Depurtment of Commorce will not be able to defray
the traveling or accomodation exponses of commities

members, and no sttendunce or registration fee #111 be
charged. ' \

Y
'

We expect your active participstion in‘&h% copferencoe
disoussions, apnd T awsit your reply. ﬂ
R \

Very truly yours,

Emmer Mardin Lapcaster
Adviser on Neyro Affairs
U. 8, Dapartment of Commarce

{

FXL: dmh /
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Ootgber 25, 1940
i

M{sm of $he prepssed Nationsl Negro
/ﬁ‘mﬁ Advisory Counoll, WW’ “‘IW
AL o laker date in onder Shat $he
7 appodnted Booretery of Commeree, the
s Joaee B, Jonen, may have adequete oppore
ity to. 6000ot reworgonisstion plens wow
inder am&, ; mms.

i ﬁm pwm o not besn disspproved and the
|
|

anf'erencs Wi 1 ge forward ut an surly date
| nexb yenre ¥l advise if you will eantinwe
Lo gerve as. m mhur of the Omwmieile

| /( f‘ 4 ,f\‘ Garatadly yours,

r
)

g /\ /

/s

Y Bsoor Martin Lensaster
1 )
! W& on Hagro Aﬁfg&m
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DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

September 17, 1940

Dr, Gordon B, Haneock
Virginia Uniom University
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Hancock:
Recently a letter was addressed to you eontaining pro=-

posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Couneil te whieh you replied favorably. The

. purpose of this communication is to-asecertain if you

will serve as & member thereof.

Details pertaining to the program and date of the con-
ference will be outlined later in the form of & Depart-
ment release.

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

ster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us S. Department of Cemmerce.

S AN
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September 17, 1940

‘ il
Dr, Gordon B,/ Hameook
Virginia Uniom University
Riehmond, Vivginia
p
Dear Dr. Hencoek:
.

oo '
Recently a letter wes addressed to you containing proe-
posals for /the formation of & National Negro Business
Advisory Opumcil to whieh you replied favorably. The
purpose of this communiestion is to aseertain if you
will serve as a member thereof.

Details ;pa:rtaining to the program and dete of the ocon=
ference will be outlined later in the form of a Departe
mont relense.

-
1 awéi}‘% your replys
7

/] n‘ Respeotfully yours,
I/
i V .
Hioog Bomer Martin Lanemster
(I Adviser on Negro Affairs,
! l Ue 84 Department of Commerce.
¢2
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DEPARTMENT oF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 28, 1940

Dr, Gordon B. Hancock
Virginia Union Univsrsity
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Dr. Hancock:

The Department of Commerce is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in-
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ac-
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Council or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance.

I proposze that this legro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Fitzhugh and James B. WMitchell of the Depart-
ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this con-
ference several proposals were made with reference toward
using the lNegro Advisory office of the Department of Com-
merce as a clearing house for all Negro businessmen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curricula in various Negro institutioas, (b) plecement of
students in business establishments; this would be deter-
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students apnlying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert



employees of college experience, (¢) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully yours,

Errrren <?7§Za42ﬁ;&/ ;;ﬁ;o¢cnﬁéﬂéaul/

Ermer Martin Lancaster - ’
e/

Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Commerce.

EML:DMH
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August 28, 1940

Dr. Gorden B, Hanoock

Virginia Union University

Riohmond, Virginia
Desr Dr. ﬁansouk:

The Department of Commerce is interested in assisting
Hegro businesses with their problems as they relate to

- Governmental regulations, but unfortunately, exeept for

statistionl dste upon retail esteblishments and their ine
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems,
Information pertaining thersto in my opinion oan be o=
quired only through & medium of contact with the Federal
Government, I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi~-

"ness Advisory Counoil or committee similar to the Business

Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental assistance,

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen.throughout the
country who are representative of all types of businsss
including financial and manufacturing interests, retail
and - whelasala ‘establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Assooiate Professors
He Naylor Fitzhugh and James B, Mitohell of the Departe

ment of Commerce and Finance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this con»
ference wéveral proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Come
merce as a clesaring house for all Negro businessmen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business administration
curriculs in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishmentsy this would be detere
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of

81l oholce students applying for gobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert




employees of college experience, (o) factual studies to

be made available for the benefit of small Hegro busi-

nesges, (d) s oconference to be called and held in the :
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use !

- thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of 3
-which the professors. of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I lho.ll appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respsctfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Ue 8+ Departmenmt of Commsrce. ‘ .

EMLsDMH




December 30, 1942

¥Mr. Albon L. Holsey, Executive Secretary
The National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute

Tuskegee, Alabama

Dear Mr, Holsey!

Thanks very much for including our latest release
in the January issue of the Service Magazine.

I think that the 8Steering Committee of the League
used mound judgement in its decision to go ahead with the
1943 Conference. W¥e need to apprise our businessmen of the
most recent Government war regulations and acquaint them
with available opportunities offered in the present war
. economy. The best method of conveying this information
to them is by conducting conterences or clinics and present
information or authorities who are specialists in their
particular field.

I feel assured that the Baltimore Conference
will be most effective for 1 believe that Mr. Allen
will exert his utmost energy in the interest of the
Organization.

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce

EML1dm]
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THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE o

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT - . :

OBJECT
) TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGR .
NATIONAL OFFICERS STEERING COMMITTEE'
PRESIDENT-EMERITUS TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA GCHAIRMAN -
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C. DRr. F. D. PATTERSON '
" VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
- FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CiTY October 26 1942 J. B, BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA."
‘ TREASURER-EMERITUS 3 GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA. ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JosePH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
PRESIDENT ) B. G. OLIve, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.
Dr. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT HOUSEWIVES LEAGUE
GEORGE W. Cox, DUrRHAM, N. C. PRESIDENT
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT B MRrs. FANNIE B. PEck, DETROIT, MICH.
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH. 1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY MRs. KiTTy HaLL, ST. Louls, Mo.
ALBON L. HOLSEY ' , 2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
. ASSISTANT SECRETARY 3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
. RALPH B. STEWART, JR. MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUGUA
. TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER COMPTROLLER TREASURER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GaA. MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
AUDITOR SECRETARY
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL. MRs. LucYy WINSLETT
GENERAL ORGANIZER OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 5

R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN. . . UBLICITY DIRECT

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS Dear MlSS Johnson. MRs. A. V}: BBous'rE, NeEw O‘;iEANS, LA,

MRrs. U. S. BoND, MADISON, ARK. ‘ -

LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.

REGISTRAR ank

J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. ‘ Th you. fOI‘ your prompt reply
- ASSISTANT REGISTRAR .
L OB Roxrens Insmrute, ALasama L0 My letter requesting copies of your release on o
. DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY )

CLAUDE A.-BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL. . . .
~ CHAPLAIN "Government Contract Awards and the Negro in Business'.
" BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR .
JESSE O. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY Plea,se convey my greet:mgs tO
LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. lWALDEN, ATLANTA, GA. '

Mr, Lancaster when he returns.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DoN A. DAvis, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA -

MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH. Yours very trul
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.

WM. M. COooPER, HAMPTON, INST., VA,

W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA, . ¢

DRr. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.

DR, W. L. HAYWOOD, OKLA. CITY, OKLA. Albon L. Ho Sey
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEwW YORK CITY .

MRrs. LEAH JONES, OKLA. CITY, OKLA. Exeeutive Secretary

J. S. JoNEs, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
~— . O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX. v
. DR. W. H. PeEcK, DETROIT, MICH. ALH"“p
DRr. G, B. PowELL, NEW YORK CITY
G. W. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

' J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. . .
: CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX. Miss Beatrice M. Johnson

M. S. & » M , T . .
Dr. H. M. WiLLiamsToN, IoaneL, oxua.  O€cretary to Mr. Lancaster ;
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO Department Of Commerce

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS Offlce of ‘the Secretary

WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD. Washing‘bon D. €. ‘ -
WnM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPL 4 .

L. C. BLouNT, DETROIT, MICH.

J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK. -
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA. Lo -

M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. S. FaLLs, ST. Louls, Mo.

S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS,

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.

W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
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Dr. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
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February 14, 1942

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRS. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. KITTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, MoO.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
SRD VICE-PRESIDENT '
MRS. CHRISTINE M. Fuqua
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER
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o SECRETARY
Dear Mr. Lancaster: MRS, LUCY Witer oy
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

The programs Of the National Negro MRS. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
Business League conventions have been progressively '
better since our national officers have helped to
make them up.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

For the past several years we have selected a
"General Theme" for the convention with panel dis-
cussions which were related to the theme.

May we now ask that you submit suggestions for
the theme for the 1942 Chicago convention together
with panel topics.

Your further suggestions of white and colored
speakers for Founder's Night and panel chairmen and
discussants will be appreciated.

We hope to have your full help and cooperation so
that the Steering Committee's task of arranging the
program may speedily be accomplished.

Yours very truly,

Executive \Jegretary




¥r, Albon La Holsey \
Bxeoutive Sworelary :
Bational Negeo Business Leagus

Tuakeges Trstifute

?uaimg&a Ins'!;wuﬁm Alabsma

xm.r Hr‘ B‘.alw: ’
- This %11 éx;imwwm receipt of your reoent létter with
forance %o the agends of the 1042 confeyence, I shall glve

this matber gonsiderable ctudy and inform you the results of my
 delibersbioms,

The manning &m&me heve besn quite active and I psmi&d;
thas this campRign. ‘Vd.ll be mosh succassul,

Very sincerely yours,

Brmer Mortin Leancustey
Adviser on Wegpo Affairs
Us 8¢ Dapartment of Commerse

EML pdm]
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PRESIDENT
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TUSKEGEE leT;Tu-ré, ALABAMA ivin i 3 1 s
E INsTiTuTE, ALABAKA g g Miss licNamee of Memphis in securing some
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO; ILL. work in Washington. I met Miss McNamee and was
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DoN A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN

do to help this worthy young woman will be very
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MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.L—~" Yours very truly,

HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.

WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA,
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February 12, 1942

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

DR. F. D. PATTERSON
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. CoX, DURHAM, N. C.
ROsScoE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JosePH P, GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRrs. FANNIE B, PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. KITTY HALL, ST. LOUIS, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FuQua
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY
MRS. Lucy WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

On my return to the Institute, I found your
letter of the 3rd awaiting my attention in which you
gave me the names of some of the national officers who

have not yet replied to your letter.

I saw Mr. Ragland in person and he was very en-
thusiastic about the appointment, and both Mr. J. E.
Smith and Mr, Willard Allen have written and told me

that they would be very glad to accept.

Mr. McKissack

is out of Tennessee and down here in Alabama doing a

construction job at the new air base here,

I gave you

the name of someone else who could fill his place.

I imagine Mr., Falls has been very much excited over
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WasHiNgToN, D.¢. the lynching at Sikeston because he has been out of St.
ILouis on several occasions, and it is probably for thst

reason that you have not heard from him.,

Knowing Mr,

Falls as I do, you can count on his cooperation in every

way.

I do not know what to say about Mr, Hornsby and

Mr. King., Sometimes I never hear from them.

Most of

the men were very enthusiastic about your asking them
to serve and will, I know, give a fine account of them-

selves,

alh/g

Yours very truly,

¥

Executive Secretary
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February 3, 1942

¥re Albon Le Holsey

Exeoutive Secrebary

The Nakional Negro Business Lesgue
Tuskegeo Imstitute

Mkcgu Institube, Alabame

Dear ¥re Holsey:

.~ The responss from mest of the Viee Presidents of the Lesgus hes
bosn mosh hearbening and I predict that our arrengement will work oub.
gatisfackorily, Vice Presidents who hawe mt responsed imoluds Ragland,
Allen, Hormaby, MoKissaok, Fells, Swmith and Kinge Please comtact these
mon Immediately and mﬁ 8 the address of William A, Clemont,

I hewve Mmaim& the Leagus Resolutioms and I am most gra.‘hifm
st the specisl comgiderskion given to the TUs S« Depariment of Commerce.
I fally eppreciate your wholshearbed ocovpsration in this endsavors

Vory sincerely yours,

Fmner Martin Lancaster
Adviger on Hegro Affeirs
Us S« Department of Commeros

B dmJ
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OBJECT
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January 28 1941

Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster

Advis
U. S.

er on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce

Washington, D. C.

Dear

~

Mr. Lancaster:

Enclosed herewith is a copy of

and also to you.

alh/g

enc.,

Yours very truly,

(Mm/\wﬂ% |

Executive S

the Resolutions
adopted by the Business League when we held our
meeting in Memphis last August.
able to get these off the press, but you will note
that reference is made to the Department of Commerce,

We have just been
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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U, S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D. C.

PDear Mr., Lancaster:

DR.
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MRs.

MRS.

MRs.
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Enclosed herewith is copy of a letter which I

am sending today to Mr. Luther C. Harris o
Tennessee, which is self-explanatory,
already appointed someone else from the

f Nashville,
If you have not
state of

Tennessee, we would be very glad if you would follow ‘

Mr. McKissack's suggestion and invite Mr. Harris to

serve as the Tennessee State Chairman.

I was in Oklahoma City last Friday ni
‘ y night and the '
members of the Negro Chamber of Commerce had a Luncheon ;

for me.

Mr. Ragland had just received a letter from |

you appointing him as State Chairman. This letter

was read during the Smoker, and those present a
] : pplauded
the appointment of their fellow worker by the Department

of Commgrce. .I was very glad to observe with what pride
and satisfaction they greeted this information.

I have had letters from a number of Regional Vice-

President§, all of whom said they would be very glad
to serve in any way that you would have them serve,

alh/g
enc,

Yours very truly,

Executive

/

tary -
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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:
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Some time ago you wrote me about Civil Service

examinstions soon to be offered in connection with
the Department of Commerce, and requested that I
suggest to as many of our people as possible to take

these examinations.

Please be good enough to send

full information regarding these examinations to
Mr. Robert Smith, Principal, Colored School, Tchula,
Mississippi.

I have talked with Mr, Smith and find him both

wide awake and well trained with the type of back-
ground which would enable him to pass the examination,
and 1f an appointment is available, would I believe,
be quite a credit to the race as well as to the

-Department.

We had a very interesting meeting of the Steering
Committee here Monday and regret very much that you

could not be with us.

Much action was taken which

will be of interest to you and you will be receiving
right behind this letter a copy of the Minutes of the
meeting held here Monday.

alh/g

%

Yourg very

uly,

xecutive \Secretary




Decembey 15, 1941

Mr. Roberk Smith, Prinsipel
Golored Sohool
Tohula, Midaissippd

Doar m Smibhs

Y Mhan Lo m)laay‘ Exesutive Searstery of the Nabione) Negro

Bupineas Lesgus hes duformed ne Yhat you desire information with

reforanos Go Civi) Service Dxeminabion amovncements by the

G4vil Servics Jommideion, Imolosed you will find s 1dst of

axanivations that have been recextly manounded by the Commission,

- Aﬁg&h&ﬁm blanks and further informetion muy be sedured fyom
Uiy Post OFfice 18 your dietrick,

In m ovent that you have %Mfﬂiﬁﬁlﬁy in gecuring this
. gntornaiiion, p&aus& wma office immedistelys

Gordially youre,

omer Martin Lanoaster
Adviger on Negro Affairs
UsSs Depuriment of Comierce
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January 15, 1942
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g ram IM&:‘ which we disouseed st our lass m‘km
;1 feel agsured theb this oellsboratiion botween
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‘," f\ \ Very sixcerely yours,
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Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs DeTROIT, MICHIGAN
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Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Lancaster:

On my return to the Institute, I found your
letter of the 12th regarding motion picture theaters
owned and opersted by Negroes.

I do not have the information which you request
on file in my office, but will have to send out an
inquiry to our local organizations reguesting them to
send as much information as they may have with respect
to the names and locations of such theaters. I know
that Mr. James A, Jackson, 26 Broadway, New York City,
would be very helpful also in contributing some definite
information on this subject. At one time I know that
he had a complete list of Negro owned and operated
motion pictures,

We very much hope that you are planning to come
down to Tuskegee on December 8th for the meeting of
the Steering Committee, If you are coming, please
let me know at once so that I may make suitable
arrangements for your entertainment while here.

Very sincerely yours,

U . oo, -

etary

alh/g Executive



December 1, 1941

. 4lbon L. Holsey
Executive Secretary
Kational Kegro Business League
Tuekegee Institute, Alebanma

Dear ¥r. Holsey:

I font think I shall be able to attend the
conference in December at Tuskegee. It is my desire

to come to Tuskegese during the spring for the Founder's
Day ceremonies.

Arrangsients are now being made Zor the Second

Annusl Confersnce on the Negro in Business to bo held
in Washington during the Easter vecation of 1942,

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin lancaster
tdviser on Begro iffairs
¥, S. Department of Commerce




Dgcamber 1, 1941

Mr., albon L, Holsey

Executive Secretary

Rational Hegro Business League
Tuskeges lastitute, Alabama

Lesy ¥r. Holsay:

1 ¢ont think I shall be able to attend the
conference on Uscember 8th at Tuskegee. It is my
desire to come to Tuskegee during the spring for the
Pounder's DPay cereminies. '

&rraﬁgamenﬁs are now being made for the
Second Annual {Jonference on the Negro in Business to
be held in Washington during the Bagter vscation of

Very truly yours,

Emmer Bartin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affauirs
U. 8. Dept. of Commerce

!
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November 26, 1941

re Alhon La Holsey

Executive Searetary

Rational Negre Business Leegue
Tuskeges Institute

Tuskegee, Alabama

Doar Mrs Holseys
The Gontract Distribution Division of O.PM. has initiated

& plen to avail to manufactuvera and persons in business,
faoilities for defense conbtrnot orders. |

 On the 10th of November, three special trains left Washw

for a tour throughout the counbry to inform manuface
Yurers agd soall businewsmen ss to the funotion of the
Gontract Distribution Division and the prossdure to see

oure dofense contracts and prosurement orderss Governw

nsnt offiolals from the OuPuMe, Army, Navy snd Naritims
Commisgion will scoompany these traina and advise businesse
wen on defense teohniques

In my judgment this i an epperbunity for Negroes in busie
noss o becond woguainted with this defense service, and
4he purpose of this semmunication is to inform you end
wther promiuent persons in business who dssire to inspeot
thess defynve exhibits, the date and plase of these defense
traings These trains will bs on dleplay Dsgember 12th at
Mobile snd Desember 15th st Birminghem, These special

baing are nob opem to the publis, and aduwlasion thereto is

by caprde {saued by fleld offines of the Contrect Distriw

bubion Division of QuPullsy which for your information ie

maMd at the Pederal Reserve Bask Bullding in Birmings
. ,

The Washingbon office hes been requested to advise the
vorious fleld offices %o inelude eolored businegemen in
the inspestion tour of those trains, and I think it ade
wiseble that you contast your fisld office fnmmediately.
Plense lot me know the outooms of your efforts.

Yery truly yours,

Exmer Meytin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

Ues 84 Department of Commerce

EML, 3 dh
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CHAIRMAN

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DR. F. D. PATTERSON
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November 15, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JoserPH P. GEDDES, NEw ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRs. FANNIE B. PecK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. KITTIE HALL, ST. Louls, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRsS. OBELIA CLAY, BrisToL, VA,
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER .
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY
MRs. Lucy WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Upon the authorization of the Chairman of the
Steering Committee and the President of the League,

I am writing to notify you that the Steering

Committee will meet at Tuskegee Institute on Monday,

December 8th at 9:30 A.M.

A11 National Officers of the League are invited

to attend the Steering Committee meeting

participate.,

and to

In the meantime,please let me know if you plan
to attend and also send your suggestions for any 1lm-
portant matters which should go on the ggenda.

alh/g

Yours very truly,

gL M&f

Executive Secretary

TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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. Aves 2elser,
laoutive Secretary .
mmﬂ Negro Business Mm
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Englosed is sn gunouncemgnt and applieation blsilk
from the G1vil Hervice Cdmmission for en exnme
indtion for Junlor Profesgicnel Asglstenbs The
ophidonal subjest of Junlol Business Anslyst would
sppeal Yo mome of your friendis If a sufficient
bey of Hogross pass this examination, the aps
ntments in the Dopartndnt of Commerce would be
ilery .
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Very ’&r@}y VOLTS,

Fomer W&n Lancaster
Advicer on Nepro Affiirs
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J..H. COATES, JACKSON, Miss,

4. S. FaLLs, ST. Louis, Mo,

S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.

RuUsSELL S. GIDEZON, BOSTON, MASS.

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

R. N. HARRiIS. DURHAM, N. C.
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JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.

C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY

R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND,

NEw ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
Lewtls W. McKissack, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MAcCEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LoulsviLLe, Ky,

ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DR, F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE,

October 14, 1941

DEAR MEMBER:

Herewith enclosed is your membership

ALABAMA

. TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. COoX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JoserH P. GEDDES, NEwW ORLEANS, LA,
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRs. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
I1ST VICE-PRESIDENT d
MRs. KITTIE HALL, ST. Louils, Mo. o
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT by
MRS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA. LS
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT Sk
MRs. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN H
TREASURER i
MRS, SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN. '
SECRETARY
MRsS. LucYy WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTE, NEwW ORLEANS, LA.

card for the current fiscal year in the National
Negro Business League. We take this occasion to
express our thanks to you for your interest and

cooperation,

Your name has already been enteréd on the
subscription list of SERVICE magazine. .We hope

you will find the monthly reports of business
activities among our people interesting.

During the year you can help in several ways:

1. Send us news about business activities in your
community. Photographs are also useful to
illustrate some particularly outstanding enter-

prise.

2. If there is no local organization in your city
which affiliates with the Business League, en-
courage such organization.

information.,

We will gladly send

3. Help us to secure some additional members in
your community. Speak to such prospects and

send us their names for follow-up.

We can

send you some blanks for individual applice-

tion for membership.

Let us a1l join together this year to enable the
Business League to render an expanding service among

our people.

alh/g

Yours very tnuly,,

/i{ £ Sy
L / a8 ‘7\// ¢ M

Executive Secretary /7
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RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, Mass.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
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JoHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
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Dear Mr, Lancaster:

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BoUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a recent
issue of the Domestic Commerce News Letter and
have checked a paragraph which was particularly
interesting to me. What I would like for you to
do if you will, would be to write me a letter
calling attention to this localized service of
the Department of Commerce, which I in turn

may mimeograph and send to all of the local .

organizations and urge them to take advantage
of this field service.

Yours very truly,

d. QN&Q*W{ 3
alh/g Executive Secretary

Dictated but not signed.

enc,

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 2¢
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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.
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alh/g

enc,

REGIONAL., VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CiTY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. CoATESs, JACKSON, Miss.
U. S. FALLS, ST. Louls, Mo,
S. B. FULLER, CHIcAGO, ILL.
RussELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MAss.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARRIS. DURHAM, N. C.
W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
JoHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PaA.
GEORGE G. McDEMMOND,
NEwW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Lewls W. McKISsAck, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.

A. MAceo SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.

J. E. SMITH, LoulsviLLEe, KY.

NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

September 12, 1941

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

TGO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DR. F. D. PATTERSON N
INSTITUTE. ALABAMA

_TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
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JosEPH P. GEDDES, NEwW ORLEANS, L.A.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.
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PRESIDENT
MRs. FANNIE B, PEcK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
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MRs. A. V. BOUTE, NEwW ORLEANS, LA.

LEAGUE

I thought you would be interested in seeing
a copy of a letter from Mr. Norman W, Baxter,

Assistant to the Secretary of the Department of

Yours very truly,

EJ% S\ebretary
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Office of the Secretary

Y Washington

September 8, 1941

Dear Mr, Holsey:

Mr. Jones has asked me to acknowledge your
letter of September 5.

He appreciates your statement that Messrs,
Lancaster and Bailey were able to add to the
success of your deliberations at the meeting of
the National Negro Business League and asked me
to thank you for the copy oif Dr, Walker's re-
narks.,

Sincerely yours,

Norman W. Baxter
Assistant to the Secretary

i
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TRADE WEEK TRADE WEEK

During the recent convention of the National Negro Business League,
Mr, William A. Bailey, Division of Business, Bureau of the Census, Washington,
D. C., made official presentation of the Bensus Report entitled, "Retail
Negro Proprietorships -~ 1939"., This report says:

SRR T e o

"Retail sales of the 29,827 unincorporated Negro Establishments in
- 1939 amounted to $71,446,000, an increase of 49.0 percent over the corres-
ponding total for 1935",

As encouraging as is this report, the sales are still 27.5 percent
less than sales in Negro retail outlets in 1929, according to the Census
Report,

Negro Trade Week campaigns offer the most direct and effective method
for stimulating sales increases. Reports from communities where these
campaigns have been conducted show substantial incrcascs in business and
a definite awakening on the part of Negro consumers,

It is hoped that every local organization will begin Egﬂ to plan for
the Fall Trade Weck Campaign.

As the result of defense activities, many Negro families have more
dollars to spend and Negfo-operated business should immediately organize
to get their share of this increcased income, Trade weeks help to direct
these dollars into Negro cash registers; and make it possible for Negro
proprietors to add new lines of merchandisc, cengage additional help, do
more advertising and render morc cffective customer service. New dollars
also mean new business established,

These campaigns reflect the highest type of community cooperation in
that local Housewives Leagues, local churches, schools, newspapers, fraternal
organizations and other groups join together in giving wholehearted support
to such a broad and practical objective.

Upon request, we shall be glad to supply a suggested outline of pro-
cedure for planning such campaigns., This outline rcpresents a collection
of experiences of local groups which have put over these cooperative
efforts, *

Yours very truly,

[
»” - " \ 4 ,"-' o
{ "!.o (-:” . ( .c} o Jl._..'_.‘«l)

Executive Secretary /
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PRESIDENT
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2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
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.
Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D. C.
My dear Mr, Lancaster:

I am writing to thank you for the definite contri-
bution which you made to the success of the Business
League convention which was held in Memphis last week.

We were so very happy that the Nominating Com-
mittee tendered you a place on the Executive Committee
of the Business League and we hope you will accept
this assignment and be willing to work with us through-
out the year.

I think your presence on the Executive Committee
will mean much towards stimulating interest among all
of our National Officers in the next convention which
will be held in Washington next Spring.

When I am in Washington I shall plan to stop to
see you and talk more in detail about some of our
plans for the coming year.

Yours very tnuly,
e . Motrey
Executive Secretary /y/

AlH;ek

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 26 AND 29
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fr. Hmmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D, C.

Dear ir, Lancaster:
Thank veu for wour letter of Auoust 4.

We are writing Mr. Trent and !, Meserole today.
I have 2 letter from lir. Balley and he as-=ures me that
he wi

will ke on hand for the address which he is to
deliver, on Friday morning.

You will be on the same morning on the panel dis-
cussion, subject of which is "How Nay fducation Heln
Solve Problems of the Small Business ian?"

I am writing to lMemphis today and reminding them
that you nrefer to stay =t a hotel rather than a private
home, There is only one hotel in Nemphis that I know of
and that is the Clark Hotel. I have stopned there over-
night, but I am not sure that you will be wholly comfortable
there for three or four days. However, I will make a
reservation there for wvou,.

Yours very truly,
g /
%K/ .
Executive 3ecretary

AlH:ek

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:
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PRESIDENT
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MRs. KITTIE HALL, ST. Louis, Mo.
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MRs. Lucy WINSLETT
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PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTE, NEw ORLEANS, LA.

LEAGUE

Would you be good enough to contact Mr. Meserole
and see if he would come down to Memphis to take part

in the Business League program this year?

I have in

mind particularly to have him speak for us on Friday
morning the 29th when we take up problems of small

business enterprises.

You will be interested to know that I suggested
to Mr. A. Maceo Smith in Texas that he invite you
and Mr, Meserole to address the Texas State Negro
Chamber of Commerce when they hold their annual meet-

ing early in August.

I understand that invitations have

been sent to you and Mr., Meserole and very much hope

that it will be possible tor you to accept.

Enclosed herewith is copy of the Report of the

Committee of Findings which you sent me.

I think

the revisions are most appropriate and hope that you

will give it widest possible circulation.

/

alh/g

enc,

Executive Secretary -

Yours very trgi%?

\
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Washington, D, C.
Dear Mr, Lancaster:

I have had a letter from Mrs. Irene C. Hypps
suggesting that our organization get behind a move-
ment to have a Negro placed in the small stores
division of the Department of Commerce, Before
doing anything in this regard I wanted to check
with you and to know if such an effort meets your
approval.

I wonder if you have been able to make any
progress in the matter of Exhibits for the Business
League. You may recall that I spoke to you about it
the last time I was in Washington. We want to have
photographs or other Exhibit material showing what
the Negro is contributing to National Defense
through industry and agriculture. '

With kind personal regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

v

!
alh/g Executive Secretary

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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arbin Lanceosher
crn Affoirs
U. S, Derartment of Comrarce

Yashingtor, D, C,
Dear ¥r. Lancaster:

Let me thanlr you for sendinc me conies of rour
correspondence with ¥r, Granger of *the Mztional Urban
Ieazue.,

I thinlk vou will be interested in thes enclosed
letter from lir. Granger to me which conbazined the sug-
gestion leading up to Yr. fGranger's remuest to you for
the information which you sent him,

¥r, Jesse O. Thomas chairman of the committee to worl
on this matter and I om sure that as plans develop, you
will be czlled uron teo coonerate, and we hope that you

nill be willinr to serve 2s g merher of thabt commitbee,

¥ understandins is that Dr, Wzller has eppointed

YWith kind personal repnrds, T am

Yours vers t-r\.llf,f’,

Drrecutive Secretary

J
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NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

1133 Broadway Room 526 New York City

Department of Industrial Relations

July 19, 1941

Mr, Albon L. Holsey, Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Some momths ago on behalf of Mr. Eugene Kinckle Jones, I ack-
nowledged with thanks the offer of the National Negro Bysiness
League to cooperate with the National Urban League in advancing
the interests of Negroes during the national defense program.

At this time I should like to call your attention to one specific
type of cooperation which no organization is so well equipped as
the National Negro Business League to offer. The Urban League
has worked zealously during the past twelve months to speed the
integration of Negro workers into defense industry. The results
of our efforts and the efforts of organizations similarly in-
terested have already been recognized. We note with concern,
however, that the same progress has not been made in assuring the
Negro business men and contractors a share of defense contracts
which have been awarded by the Federal Government.

I know that the National Business League agrees with us that
while Negro Business will profit from the increased income of
Negro workers in the defense program, these profits are small
compared to those that should accrue from a proportionate

division of the hundreds of millions of dollars being spent in
small defense contracts.

It seems to us that the National Negro Business League has an
unparalleled opportunity at this time to devise ways and means

by which Negro business capital can be pooled, management skills
organized, and formal bids presented in order to place with Negro
business those types of defense contracts that can be efficiently
handled with substantial profit. '
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Mr, Holsey -2 July 19, 1941

It seems to us that in such an approach there might easily lie
the beginnings of a real small industry for the race. Though
the defense program has proceeded a long wgy during the past
year, it is only now getting to the place where subcontracts
are being let on a scale to use the small contractor and in-
dustrial plant., Efficient organization during the next several
months might easily prepare Negro business for handling these
contracts while they are still being let. Do you thihk this
subject worthy of extended discussion at the National Negro
Business League's convention to be held next month? Can the
National Urban League be of service to you in developing the
idea?

It is probable that none of our National staff could be present
unless Mr, Jesse O, Thomas could arrange to attend the convention
on his way to the National Urban League's Conference which takes
place from August 30 to September 1 at Green Pastures Camp,
Jackson, Michigan, I shall be very happy to offer whatever co-
operation we are able to extend.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Lester B, Granger

Lester B. Granger .
Assistant Executive Secretary
NATIONAL URBAN LEAGUE

LBG:RVA
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OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR

Dear Mr. Lancaster: MRS. A, V. BOUTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

I am enclosing herewith copies of three letters
which I thought would be of interest to you. Mr. Leon
Wallace of Baton Rouge has already sent you a copy of
his interesting letter to me dated April 29th.

We have attempted in our correspondence with a few
selected Negro leaders to encourage them to fully support
your efforts in trying to integrate Negroes into the pro-
duction of War material,

It looks as though I am to be in Washington sometimes
during this month and hope I can get there before you leave
for Jacksonville because I want to bring with me all of the
information which I have gathered to add to that which you
have assembled.

It must be very gratifying to you to find so many of
our Regional Vice-Presidents responding so whole-heartedly
to your czll for names and addresses of Negro manufacturers.
I think this has done muech to focus attention among our
people on the disadvantagesof inertia and indifference to
such opportunities as this one offers.

Through our office here we have striven in every
possible way to give 100% support to your efforts because
we are very anxious to see some of our people take full
advantage of these opportunities,

Yours very irulyy,

alh/g EXecutife\Secretary
enc.




NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE OF JACKSONVILLE

410 Broad Street
Jacksonville, Florida

April 28, 1942

Tuskegee Institute
Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

I am in receipt of your letter of April 24th enclosing
excerpts from your recent address, I think your suggestions are
very timely and you should call a conference on these matters
as soon as possible, I think the presidents of the various
Leggues over the country should prepare a list of all probable
participants in the Small War Plants Corporation and forward same
to you to be analyzed.

There may be quite a number of eligible manufacturers or
plants which Mr, Lancaster does not know about so it seems that
in addition to the list he is preparing, a check-up list from
the various Leagues will give you a more thorough survey of
Negroes in various’types of production. I do not know of any
Negro enterprises who have already qualified.

We are holding a Business and Consumers Clinic here in
Jacksonville on May 27th. Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster will
conduct two round-table discussions, one in the morning and the
other in the afternoon in the assembly room of the Afro-American
Llife Insurance Company. In the evening of the same day there
will be a mammoth mass meeting here in the main auditorium of
Bethel Bapt#st Institutional Church. The main theme for the day
will be, "The War Emergency and the Negro in Business",

Kindly let me know what you think of this program,

Yours very truly,

/s/ Geo.W.Powell,President




TEXAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

2011 North Washington St.
Dallas, Texas

April 28, 1942

Mr., Albon L. Holsey

Executive Secretary

National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

Reference is made to your April 24th letter relative
to small war plant corporations which was created by a
recent act of Congress.

I think there are sufficient possibilities in the
legislation to warrant the proposed conference. It appears
that the Business League, the Urban League and the Negro
Affairs Division of the Department of Commerce should be
the agencies represented in this conference., The Planning
Committees that Mr. Lancaster appointed could be utilized
in the selection of persons to attend this conference,

Attached is copy of a memorandum I recently sent out to
local chambers in Texas on this subject. I have begun to
get some replies, in already.

If travel authority could be provided the committeemen,
the conference might be held in Wgshington, D. C, I'1ll be able
to advise later as to possible companies that might be qualified
to get some of these war contracts in Texas. I agree in spirit
with your recent address delivered at the meeting of the Georgia
Teachers Association.

Cordially,

C /s/ AMaceo Smith,President
0 Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce




DALLAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Y

8143 Good Street
Dallas, Texas

April 29, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey,

Executive Secretary

National Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Hdlsey:

Your letter of April 24 addressed to Mr, J. S. Jones,
former President of our local Chamber of Commerce has been re-
ferred to me for reply.

The excerpts from your address are interesting and challeng-
ing to us and we are planning a meeting of leaders and small
businessmen garly in May in an effort to establish some competent
Negro business or businesses which may be eligible for government
- contracts under the recent act of Congress. It appears to me that
such a group out of its own resourcefuilness both financially and in
thinking of types of business would be splendid possibilities for
development, You, perhaps, are aware of the Negro concern located
in San Dieg@, California, owned and operated by Negroes which is
now in process of manufacturing parachutes for the government.
Their first contract order called for 30,000, The business is
providing employment for a large number of women and men. It is
owned and operated by H, "Skippy" Smith, 28 year old Los Angeles
parachute jumper., Eddie "Rochester'" Anderson launched the venture
with a backing of $5,000,00,

For such a conference as you have proposed there should be in=
vited those individuals and representatives of organizations who are
definitely interested in such a program. The owner of small business
should atténd where possible.

Our local plans are not yet complete as to how we shall work
locally, but, we will pass this information on to you as soon as we
havé completed arrangements. As soon as the list of Negro enter-
‘prises which may qualify for war contracts is compiled by Mr.
Lancaster, we would like you to forward a copy to us. Please keep
us in conxstant touch with all developments.

Yours very truly,

L. Virgil Williams
Fxecutive Secretary
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May 12, 1942

Mr. Albon L. Holsey

Executive Secratary

The ¥ational Fegro Business League
- Tuskegee Institute

Tuskegee Inptitute, Alabama

- Dear Mr. Holsey:

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter and its
engcloanras which I have read with considsrable delight and interest,

I feel that a conference based upon this war oconversion program
would be most appropriate. Howaver, I feel that the August Convention
mesting in Chicsgo could handle this situation most appropriately.

- You undsrstand that the information contained in my memorandum was
Senate lcgialation only, and hae not heen passed by the House of
Representatives, Consaquently, at the present time it is only a -
proposal and not s lav. My belief is that the Houss will approve
this meagure snd thereafter the task of sacuring deputies and
forming a committee to execute the measure will follow. It appears
to me that several monthe will expire befors this legislation becomes
effective. At the tiao of our convention in Chicago we will be in

the midet of thies conversion program, and the offoat of proper timing
will not be late,

I do not think that I shall hold a conference in Washington
this year. 1If you think our suggestions will be of any benefit to
— your Executive Committee, I shall be glad to submit this to them,

Yery truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviesr on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce

EML:dm)




August 8, 1941

¥rs Albon L. Holsey

Executive Seoretary

Rational Negro Business League
Taskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Kr. Holsey:

The official proceedings of the recnet Hegro Business
Oonference held in Washington, P, Us have been pre-
sented to the Comperce Puplicating Section for pro-
paration and will bs ready for publication next week,
I% bas been- suggested that a statesment be secured from
each member of the National Gommittee on the Negro in
mainemz wkm attended the Conference with reference
to his fmpx ,‘miem thereof,  These replies will be re~
leased simaltammaly with the distribution of the
prnuwﬁims.

I shall he pleaaed to receive your impression of the
Uonference and any constructive oriticisms you wish to
of'fer.

Yery truly yours,
Emmer Martin lansaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ue Be Department of Commerce

By dmh
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Mr, Albon L. Holsey

Executive Secretary

National Negro Business League
Taskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear ¥r. Holsey:

I have disoussed with My, William Trent, the Race Relations
Adviser, Federal Works Agency, the possibility of an sxhibit
on the Negro industry. He desires to assist you and suggested
that you write him direcotly. I feel assured that his office
will be able to prepare this material for you.

I am not sure that our insyrance report will be avallable this
mondh. Certain diserepascies have srisen between the statew
ments submitted by the state insurance departments and theose
prepared by the companies., It may be necessary for me to cone
tact the sompanies for an explanation of thesze differences,

The bank report will be ready for distridbution., I cannot say
that we will have sufficlent time to pr#pare any charts for
dieplay. But, I can assure you thet we will have rsleases,
and William A, Baliley has informed me that his department
will distribute the latest statistics on the volume of Negro
business nationally. Tomorrow, I have a conference with Mr,
Petiit, Chief of the Agricultural Division, concerning various
phases of Regro agricultural statistics,

xiﬁuggﬁﬂﬁ that you write Mr. Meserole directly and sacureﬁ?
confirmation from bim of his appemrance at the conferencel

It i gratifying to know that My, Thomas N, Roberts has been
appointed to an important position In the Department of Agri-
eulture, Upon his errival in Washingbton I would like to mest
hime

While in Memphls I prefer to stop at a hotel, plesse inform me
which one has the best accommodations.

Very truly yours,
Pomer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerse

B4l dmh
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' NATIONAL OFFICERS

P PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.
VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY
TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

s —

PRESIDENT
DRr. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST  VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. CoX, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
1.. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.,
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE,
TREASURER COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
AUDITOR
G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.
GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
ASSISTANT GENERAL 'ORGANIZER
MRs. U, S. BoND, MADISON, ARK.
REGISTRAR :
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL. -
CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
. TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, "ATLANTA, GA.
LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.
Sr——

ALBON

ALABAMA

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DoON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.
HENRY ALLEN BoYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
WM. M. CooPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
GASTON A, CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TEX.
RosScOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRsS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C.
MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND, OH!O
DR. W. H. PEcK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, NEw YORK CITY
JAMES Roucpe, HITCHCOCK, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M, WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.

L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.

BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, §. C.
J. H. CoATES, JACKSON, Miss.

U. S. FALLS, ST. LouIs, Mo,

8. B. FULLER, CHIcAGO, ILL.

RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MAsSS,

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.

W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.

C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY

R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND,

NEwW ORLBANS, -LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McCKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

ORGANIZED 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT
OBJECT: CHAIRMAN
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DR. F. D. PATTERSON

STEERING COMMITTEE

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, _TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
UTE. ALABAMA J. B. ‘BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
July 29, 1941 CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

JosEPH ‘P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES'

PRESIDENT
FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
KITTIE HALL, ST. Louis, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRsS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY
MRs. Lucy WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRS. A. V. BOUTE, NEw ORLEANS, LA.

Let me thank you for your letter of the 25th.

LEAGUE

MRs.
Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U, S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D, C.

MRs.

MRs.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It is very good to have word from you that Mr. Meserole
will be with us and is to address the convention on Friday
morning, August 29th., I am writing Dr. Walker and the
Negro Chamber of Commerce in Memphis and suggesting that
they make a special effort to have Negro retailers in
Memphis to hear Mr, Meserocle's talk.

Thank you also for the assurance of statistical material
from your Department. I imagine you will want these charts
to be displayed in the Exhibit room and would therefore appre-
ciate your giving me some general idea of the wall and floor
space which would be recuired to give them proper display.

I think that the material which you have gathered on
banks and insurance companies set up in chart form would
be a fine contribution to the convention.

Thank you for your efforts to secure some Lxhibit
material on the Negro in industry through Mr. Trent's
office. It is good to know that you are going to fol-
low this through. The agricultural statistics will be
very appropriate because they will {it in with the actual
agricultural products which we are going to have on dis-
play to show what the Negro is contributing to National
Defense through participation in the Food-—for-Defense program.

Mr., Thomas N, Roberts who recently received the appoint-
ment as Special Assistant to the Director of Personnel in
the Department of Agriculture is spending a few days here at
Tuskegee with his family before taking up his active duties
in Washington. I suggested that when he gets back to
Washington that he drop in to see you for an informal get-
acquainted chat,

With kind personal regards, 1 am,

Your verx%gruty
n

ixecutive éecretary
NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941

¥r. Albon L. Holsey

Bxecutive 8Seoretary

The Natlonal Negro Business League
Tuskegee Institute

Tuskegee Institute, Alabama

Dear Mr. Holsey:

I have made several additions to the report of the
Committee on Recommendations and Findings which were
recently fcrwgrded to you by Mr., J. B, Blaytone.

Sinee the enclosed draft, which has been approved by
the Becretary's office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respectfully urge that you
indicate your approval thereon at your earliest cone
venience,

Very sincerely yours,
BEmpmer Martin Lancaster

Advrisor on Negro Affairs
U. 8, Department of Commerce

EML:dmh
Encl,
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 3, 1941

Mre Albon Le Holsey

Exeoubive Sporetary

The Netional Hegre Business loague
Tuskegee Ingtitute

Tuskeges Institube, Alabame

‘Daar Hrs Holseyt
The Secretery's Office has Just spprowed my rmﬁ ’
%o Attend the Natlomal Negro mmm Iaague Conferondes
Pleane advige me the mabube of the panel to which you
have sesigned ma,

I should ke for you 4o extend an Invibabion to Mrs

Willlam A, Bailey, Buresu of the Consus, City Club
Building, to Mﬁm& this Confevencn,

Write mo st your earliest opportunitys ]
Very sinserely yours,

Bogoer Maxrdin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affasvs
BML s dng Uy By Dopariment of Comeres




THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.
VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CiTY
TREASURER-EMERITUS
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PRESIDENT
DRr. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

ALBON L. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TREASURER COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR

ORGANIZED 1800 STEERING COMMITTEE
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT
OBJECT: CHAIRMAN
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO DRr. F. D. PATTERSON
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

GEORGE W. CoX, DURHAM, N. C.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JosePH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
June 12, 1941 B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
PRESIDENT

MRrs. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT

MRs. KITTiE HALL, ST. Louls, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

MRsS. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

ROBERT R?s:ll::g::r JS.E.CRETARY Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster MRS. CHRISTINE M. FUQUA
Advisor on Negro Affairs P eneunen o
U. S. Dept. Of Commerce MRS. SADIZEX::;GA:? MEMPHIS, TENN.
Wa,shington y D, C. Mes. laL:(cl.YAH‘OA’l:':SIbTY. OKLAHOMA

G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTE, NEwW ORLEANS, LA.

assISTANT GENerAL oreaNizei)ear Mr. Lancaster:

MRs. U. S. BOND, MADRISON, ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

: CHAPLAIN
BisHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR’
A. . T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.
Cm—

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DoN A. DAvVis, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA,
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TEX.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CiTY
MRsS. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D, C.
MRs. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND, OHIO
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK CITY
JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLA,
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGH R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.

L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.

BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHlIO
WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, §. C.
J. H. COATES, JACKSON, Miss,

U. S. FALLS, ST. Louls, Mo,

S, B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.

RUSSELL 8. GIDEON, BOSTON, Mass.

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.

W. 8. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

JoHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.

C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY

R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G, MCDEMMOND,

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
LEWIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANSOM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

The National Negro Business League will
hold its next annual convention in Memphis,
Tennessee, August 27th to 29th.

1

I am authorized by our Steering Committee
to extend you an invitation to participate in the
program, ‘

Most, of the convention time will be deévoted )
to Panel Discussions and if you can arrange to be ‘ ¥
with us, I will notify you later of your assign-

ment,
Yours very t?]j R

/
4
alh/g Executive Secretary -

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION, MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE, AUGUST 27, 28 AND 29
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ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO
INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TUSKEGEE

April 14, 1941

Mr, Zmmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

CHAIRMAN

DR. F. D. PATTERSON
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE,
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

GEORGE W, Cox. DURHAM, N. C.

ALABAMA

CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.

JOSEPH P.

GEDDES,

NEW ORLEANS,

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON. 8. C
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

MRs.
MRSs.
MRs.

MRs.

MRs.

MRS.

HOUSEWIVES'

PRESIDENT

LEAGUE

FANNIE B. PEcK, DETROIT. MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT

KitTie HALL, ST. Louils,

Mo.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT

OBELIA CLAY,

BRrISTOL, VA.

3RD VICE-PRESIDENT

CHRISTINE M,

FuQua

DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER

SADIE WRIGHT
SECRETARY

. MEMPHIS,

LucY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA

PUBLICITY

. A. V. BouTEg,

I had a long distance call the other day from
President J. R. E. Lee of Florida A. and M. College,
Tallahassee, wondering why Florida was not represented
in the Conference which will be held in Washington

this week.

If you have not already done so, may I

suggest that you send an invitation by telegram to

Mr. J. R. E. Lee, Jr., Business Manager of the Florida
A. and M. College, Tallahassee, inviting him to attend.
Mr. J. R. E. Lee, Jr. is also Hegistrar for the Business

League.

I plan to arrive in Washington sometimes during
the day on Thursday the 17th and will get in touch
with you for any specific instructions you may wish
to give me as to my part on the program.

I was in New Orleans last week and the Negro
Board of Trade is endeavoring to send two men to
the Conference which you have called.

rg very tpuly,

xecutive {Secretary

DIRECTOR
NEW ORLEANS,

TENN.

LA.

LA,




Hureh 15, 1641

¥r. Albon Lolsoy
Tho Natl. Nogro Business Le.gue
Tugkegoe Instlitute, Alabagn

Dear Kr. Holsey:

This will scknowledge rresipt of your vecent letter snd
photograrh, snd I om pleased to kmow that you will attend

"the conferance.

In accodrdsnce with our previous arrangems=nt you will serve
a8 chairmen of the Friday morning scssion emtitled "The
Negro in Business". Detalls as o the spoakers ond segslme
@11l bhe supplisd 1o you laser.

Coraiully yours,

Immer Martin Loncaster
Advioer o Nogro offulire
U, &. Dopartment of Commerce

Ls dmh
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ORGANIZED 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

March 17, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

p. 3. Department of Commerce
Nashington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRo PR: F. D. PATTERSON
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE,

J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, G
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM,
= CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JoserH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS,
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON,
B. G. OLIVE, JR.. MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES'
PRESIDENT

MRrs. FANNIE B. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT

Mrs. KitTie HALL, ST.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, VA.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FuQua
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

MRs.

TREASURER

MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.

SECRETARY

Mrs. LucY WINSLETT

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
A. V. BouTte, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

MRrs.

In response to your request of the 13th I am
sending you a photograph of lr. Holsey. He has
already written you in a previous letter of his

plans to attend your conference.

Yours very truly,

Joccesn /4/%%\

Secretary to ir. Holsey
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J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, Ga. U. S. Department of Commerce MrS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
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Washington, D. C MRs. LucYy WINSLETT
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R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN. MRs, A. V. BOUTE. NEwW ORLEANS, LA.

ASSISTANT GENERAL oreanized€ar Mr, Lancaster:
MRrs. U, S. BoND, MADISON, ARK.

REGISTRAR

J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. I have received the first announcement of the

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY ) . s . . .
CLAuDE A. BARNETT, CHicaco, .. GConference which will be held in Washington Friday

BisHoP W A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, eadnd Saturday, April 18th and 19th, 1941, I am glad

T, 1
JEsSE O. ;.:%?::RA,;?:ST: RECTOR that your plans have at last come to a focus and am

LEGAL ADVISOR looking forward with high anticipation to the results
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA. from it ;

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DON A DA CHaTrrOTE, VA. I have taken up with my officials in Washington

HENRY ALLEN BoOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN, il . .
N. -W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. this matter and have asked that I be authorized to ‘
WM. M. CooPER, HampTON INsT., VA. attend, f
GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TEX. ;
ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CiTY, OKLA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CiTY, OKLA.

DRr. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK GITY Yours very truly,

MRs. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA, ) .
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.

O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX. ‘

THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C. .

MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND, OHIio ’

DR. W. H. PecK, DETROIT, MICH.
Dr. C. B. PoweLL, NEW YORK CITY alh/g Executive S retary P

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.

DR, H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA. K\

M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS. TENN, .
REGIONAL VICE~-PRESIDENTS [4 < /]
[ /

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA,
M. C. CLARK., CLEVELAND, OHIO /
WILLIAM A, CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C. :
J. H. CoaTtes, JAcksoN, Miss. L
U. S. FaLLs, ST. Louis. Mo. ,’
S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL. 1y
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON. MASS.
A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARrRRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
W. 8. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
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G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A, MACEO SMITH., DALLAS, TEX.
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o et e . oM
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larek 13, 1941

¥r. Albon Bolsusey
The Natl, Negro Busineas League
Tugkegor Institube, Alabuma

Denr Xr. Holsey:

During the past year communicstions werve addressed to
vou with reference t0 the formution of o Hational Negro
Businegs Committee wsnd Confuorence to aflfect o moyrs nd-~
gquate Intcgretion imto the Dspartment of Commsrce of
Negroes engaged ip business. Reocently, tho conference
and committes were approved by the Yocretary of Commerce,
apd 2 preliminary snpounconcnt thereof has beon prepared
and submibtted to the Deparitment¥s Press Buresu for im-
mxdiate relensa,

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro- !
gram, and I am plecsed to snmounce thet this conference :
on the Negro in Busziness «ill be held Fridoy spd Satur-

day, April 18th and 19tk in the Department of Commerce
Auditoriwe, ¥ashington, D. C.

A subgequent releass contalnlng the sessions, sposkers

snd photographs will beo distributed shortly. In order

to complato our prograsg and comply with the requosts of
nowspapors for 4 1ist of persons wttendipg the comforence,
wo respectfully urge that you send your photograph and ad-
vise us as to your atbondamce et your very eurliesi oppor-
tunity,

The Department of Commerce will pot be 4ble to defray
the traveling or accompodation exponses of commlttiee
nembers, and no sttendonce or reglstration fee will be
charged.

e expuect your asctive participation im the confersnce
digcussions, wnd I awelt your reply.

Vaery truly yours,
Bumer Martin Lancs <der

Adviser on Regro Affaips
U, 8, Department of Comuorcs

HML: dmb
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A, L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA. CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JoserH P. GEDDES. NEw ORLEANS, LA,
EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S§. C.
¥ PRESIDENT October 26’ 1940 B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TEh‘IN.

DRr. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST VICE—PRESIDENT

GEORGE W. Cox, DurHAM, N. C, HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH. MRs. FANNIE B. PEcK, DETROIT. MICH.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs, KitTie HALL, ST. Louls, Mo.
2ND VICE—PRESIDENT

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HoOLsEY

TUusKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA  Ifyr . Tmmer Martin Lancaster MRS. OBELIA GLAY, BRISTOL, VA.
ASSISTANT | SECRETARY Adviser on Negro Affairs MRS. CHRIGTINE M. FuaUA
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U SASSB!STANT GENERAL %RGANIZER
MRrs. U. §. BoOND, MADISON, RK. .
REGISTRAR I regret very much that the meeting of the

J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA. v . . . -
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY National NBP;I‘O Bus:‘Lness AdVlSOI‘y Council has
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHicaGo, ItL.  been postponed until early next year. So far as
CHAPLAIN . .
BisHor W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, Ga. Within my power, you can count upon me to co-

JESSE O. ThOMAS RrLANTA GA T operate with you to the limit to make the meeting

LEGAL ADVISOR 3 P
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA. a success whenever it can be arranged.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE With kind personal regards, I am,
DON A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN
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HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
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'‘GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HouUsTON, TEX. ,{?

RoOScOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. N 7
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA, Ri
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN. p\:)

JAMES A. JACKSON, NEwW YORié CITYO
MRs. LEO JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. .
J. S. JONES, DALLAS, TEX. Executive Secret
O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON. TEX.

THOMAS W. PARKS, WASHINGTON, D. C.
MRS. ALICE PEARSON, CLEVELAND, OHIO /g
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT. MICH.

DR. C. B. PoweLL, NEwW YoRK CITY

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK. OKLA.

CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.

M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.

DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
L. C. BLoOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA.
M. C. CLARK. CLEVELAND, OHIlo
WILLIAM A, CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
J. H. CoATES, JACKSON, Miss.
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RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MASS.

G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N. C.
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JOHN JAY JONES, TEXARKANA, ARK.
C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY
R. H. MERRITT, PHILADELPHIA, PA.
GEORGE G. McCDEMMOND,

NEwW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

LEwIS W. McKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
F. B. RANsoM, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.
A. MAceo SMITH. DALLAS, TEX.
J. E. SMITH, LoulsVviLLE, KY.




Ootober 16, 1940

Mre Albon L Holsey, Secrebary
The Natiopal Negro Business Leegue
Tuskeges Institute

Tuskeges, Alabema

Dear Hre Holseyt

1 heve the uspleagant tesk of informing you thab
" the sonfereiipe of the Nabional Negro Businoss
Advigory Compoil, upon adbise of the Administras
tive Assisbait to the Seoretery of Commerce, has
‘been postpoumed untdl the i pars of next yeer,
This L¢ 6 sibustion over which I hed no combrol,
and de mmmy d&aaypamm o mee

Flesse advien me 4f you will sbill serve in the
eupieity that I heve entrusted bo you, and whether
youy adherenée to our progrem will continuse

Respectfully yours,

Bamer Nertin Lancasber
Adviser on Negro Affairs
UgBus Department of Commeroe

EMLed)
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Seohbember 25, 1940

¥r. A. L« Holsey

Bxecutive Beoretery }
National Hagre 3usiness Leagle
Puskegee, hlabama .

i

Dear ¥r, Helsey:

Your receat letter containing wmames of prospsotive
oouncil members has heen received. The list contains
several who I hava contacted previously and their acw

‘@eptances have been received,

I have not had the opportunity to confler with the new
secrotary, Jesse L, Jones, but I presume that this cone
ference will take place shortly. At presenty I have
set as the tentative dates of the conference, November
15th and 16th, These dates will not intepffer with the

‘program of the Land Grenmt colleges,

At your convenience please select the person to make
the presentation apsech at the Businessmen's Session
of the confaerence.

Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us 8+ Department of Commerce.

BYL: DMHE
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ORGANIZED IN 1900
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENY

OBJECT:

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE., ALABAMA

September 16, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

We were glad that you were able to be present

“at the Detroit convention of the National

Negro Business League and wish to take this
occasion to thank you for the contributions
which you made, particularly when you spoke
at the noonday luncheon and discussed in
such detail the principles which you have in
mind for your conference.

I. do not know whether your list is complete
or not but I am sending some additional
names which may be considered by you if you

have not already included them.

Yours very truly,

Lyt

Albon L. Holsey

AlH:gem Executive Secretary

|

!
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STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D. PATTERSON -

TUSKEGER INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N. C.

J. B.BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

B. J.OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, 8. €.
CARLTON GAINES, DETROIF, MICH.

Dn. C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK, N. Y.
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C. C.SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DON. A. DAVIS, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

VICE-PRESIDENTS
J.B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK, N.Y.
REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
W.S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.
JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
REV.W. H.PeCK, DETROIT, MICH.
A .MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS
TREASURER
A.L.LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
SECRETARY

A.L.HoLseY, TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALAMr Emm
. er M.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
R.R.MOTON, JR. °

AUDITOR

ORGANIZED IN 1900

BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT:

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

June 26, 1940

Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs

L. E.WILSON, HAMPTON INsTiTuTE, VA, [J, S, Depa,r‘bment of Commerce

REGISTRAR
J.R.E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

GENERAL ORGANIZER 3
R.E.CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE Wasnmgt’on) D . C .

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN
DR. F. D.PATTERSON
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N, C.

J. B.BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

B. J. OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S.C.
CARLTON GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
DR.C. B. POWELL, NEW YORK, N. Y.

I was a very great pleasure to meet jou in your

CHAPLAIN office the other day and I am placing your name on
BiSHOP W.A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA- our mailing list to receive with our compliments a

LEGAL ADVISER
A.T.WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE Business League activities .

J. S. WiLLIAMS, SHREVEPORT, LA,
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEXAS
N.W.COLLIER, §T. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N.C:-

C.F. RICHARDSON, HOUSTON, TEXAS
P. B. YOUNG, NORFOLK, VA.

J. A.JACKSON, NEW YORK, N. Y.
WILLIAM M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA,
G.D. ROGERS, BRADENTON, FLA,

. JAMES P. DAvIS, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

ROBERT E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
GEORGE MCDEMMONS, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
W .M. DRAKE, HOUSTON, TEXAS

L. D. MILTON, ATLANTA, GA.

L.C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN
ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLAHOMA

alh/g

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION,

Yours very truly,

DETROIT, MICHIGAN

3

copy of our magazine which contains a report of

I am at work on the list which I promised te send
you and will forward it to you this week before I
leave for Chicago.

28, 29’ 300

O KCBHIOMA O TR EKIAONA . AUGUST 38, Bp AND $t
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June 8, 1940

- Mr. Albon L. Holsey, Secretary
©  The NHational Negro Business League
Tuskeges, Institute

Tuskegee, Alabams

~ Desr Hr, Holaayz

%I propcae that thie ﬁegrc CQancit should be composed of fifty
or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the country *

Phe Department of Oommerce 1s interested in essisbing Begro

businesses with thelr problems eés they relute to Covernmental

- regulstions, but unfortunately, except for statistical dala

upos ratall sstablishmente snd thelr iacomew, we have very
1ittle koovledge of thelr problems. Informetien pertainimg N\
thereto in my oplsion can be acquired only through a mediun

of contsct with the Pederol Government, Izumvsxﬁwﬁtmm
formetion of & Negro Business kdvisory Covneil or comolttee
sirzlliaxr to the Business Advisory Council which meets st the
eall of the Becrztary of Commerce, to recommend znd sdvise
matbv&s of i*@rnvivp'buﬁin@$ﬂ by Governmental assistence,

i wmuld be pla&ﬁ@ﬁ 1o learn-your views on such an W?g&ﬂi&&tﬁ&ﬁ
ka wa*l 23 cther problems raleuing thereto. ;

K

who ere repressntative of all types of business including
finencisl end manufscturing interssts, retull and wholesale

asﬁ&bli&hMEnts;

+0f course I could not expect these men, zerving voluntarily, to

jfaﬁand money for a trip to Washington to discuss these matbers,

but they could meet with us at the conference of the Natlomal
NHegro Business League in Datroit, Michigen, thie symmer or st
other times most cunvenient to the majority of the committee,

I shall be pleased to he vafyour reactions with reference to these
proposals, :

Respectfully yours,

Emmér Martin Lencaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
B. 3, Department of Commerce,

ML dmbh

|
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THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

ORGANIZED IN 1800
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT
OBJECT: DR. F. D.PATTERSON

NATIONAL OFFICERS
—

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
ROBERT R. MOTON, CAPAHOSIC, VA.

PRESIDENT
C. C.SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C,

CHAIRMAN OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
DON. A. DAvVIS, HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.

VICE-PRESIDENTS

J.B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK, N.Y.
REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS _

DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

W.S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

JOSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

REV. W. H.PECK, DETROIT, MICH.

A .MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS

TREASURER
A.L.LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

SECRETARY
A.L.HOLSEY, TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
R. R.MoTON, Jr.

AUDITOR
L.E. WILBON HAMPTON |NB'I'ITU'I'E VA.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R.E.CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

REGISTRAR
J.R.E.LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, ATLANTA, GA.

. 'CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W .A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

LEGAL ADVISER
A.T.WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

) EXECUTIVE comm'rrzz '
J. S. WILLIAMS, SHREVEPORT, LA.
CHARLES A, SHAW, HOUSTON, TEXAS
N.W.COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM,N.C.
C.F. RICHARDSON, HOUSTON, TEXAS
P. B. YOUNG, NORFOLK, VA.
J.A.JACKSON, NEW YORK,N. Y. '

_ WILLIAM M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.

G.D. ROGERS, BRADENTON, FLA.
JAMES P. DAvVIS, LITTLE RocK, ARK.

' ROBERT E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
GEORGE MCDEMMONS, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

W .M. DRAKE, HOUSTON, TEXAS
L. D. MILTON, ATLANTA, GA.
L..C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICHIGAN

»

ROSCOE DUNGEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.

JAMES ROUCE, HITCHCOCK, OKLAHOMA

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION.

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

CHAIRMAN

STEERING COMMITTEE

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALA.

GEORGE W. COX, DURHAM, N, C.

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

J. B.BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

B. J. OLIVE, MEMPHIS, TENN.

EDWARD SIMMONS, CHARLESTON, S. C.
CARLTON GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
DR.C. B. POWELL, NEw YORK, N. Y.

June 17, 1940

Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Lancaster:
Thank you for your letter of June 8th.

I have notified the President of the Business
League and the Chairman of our Standing Committee
about your suggestion and I am sure that all of
our- officers will be very happy to have you
arrange for the proposed conference to be held in
Detroit during the session of the Business League.

Last Monday we had a meeting of our Steering
Committee in Atlanta, Georgia to make arrangements
for the convention program, and we decided that
Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, August 28th and
29th, would be devoted to group meetings. You see
your plan very definitely dovetails with the set-up

which we have for this year's convention.

May I take this occasion  to express my con-
gratulations and best wishes to you on your
appointment as Advisor on Negro Affairs, and to
assure you that our organization will gladly co-
operate in every way possible.

' Your presence in Detroit during the convention
will give the President of our organization an
opportunity to appropriately present you to the

.audience at one of the evening services,

If we can be of further service, don't he51tate

to let me know.

I expect to spend a few hours in Washington the
latter part of this week and if I can possibly do so,

will run in to your office and personally get ac-
quainted with you. ‘
Yours very truly,

¢.7

Secr tary /'

2 AL
T?OIL MICHIuAN

ik. AUGUST 25389 A
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THE NATIQNAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS

C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.
VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS

FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY
TREASURER-EMERITUS

A. L. LEwIs, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.
EXBECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
RALPH B. STEWART, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
TREASURER-COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
AUDITOR
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL.
GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS
MRs.U. S. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.
REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA,
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, NEW YORK CITY
LEGAL ADVISOR
A.T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

b

EXECUTIVE COMMITTER

DON A. DAVis, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA
MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BoYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DR. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DRr. W. L. HAywoop, OKLA. CiTY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEwW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. 8. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
0. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR: C. B. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

WILLARD W. ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MISSISSIPPI

L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.

J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE RoOCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA,
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OH!O

WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, 8. C.
U. 8, FALLS, ST.LoUIs, Mo.

8. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S. GIDEON, BOSTON, MAsS.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N.C.

W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

C. D. KING, NEW YORK CITY

LEWIS W. MCKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN,
GEORGE R. RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.

A. MACEO SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS

J. E. SMITH, LoulsvILLE, Ky.

LEON M. WALLACE, BATON ROUGE, LA.

ORGANIZED 1900

300KER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

March 10, 1942

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C,

Dear Mr., Lancasters:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JosePH P. GEDDES, NEwW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRrs. FANNIE B, PEcK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. KITTY HALL, ST. LoOUIS, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS. CHRISTINE M. FuQuA
DETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER
MRS. SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY
MRS. LucYy WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Epclosed herewith is copy of a letter which
I received from Mr. Samuel Scott of Scotty!'s

Service Garage in Pittsburgh.

. .If you have any suggestions to
it will be very much appreciated.

pass along to him,

Yours very truly,

alh/g
enc,

(e K.

Executive Secretary




March 12, 1942

Mre Samusl Seotd
Buginess Meneger
Sookty's Service Carage
2414«18 Contre Avenus
P&Wuburgh, Penne

Deay Bim Bootb1
Your letteyr addmwa& %o Albon L. Holgey, Exmoutive Secrstary

of the Nabional Negro Business League, has ‘beezs refarred to this
offise for a.pm‘*opria’aa aa'&iaﬁ.

o As goon a4 I have contacted the War Production Board, I shall
inform you of thy opportunities available for contysch awards in
your type of business,

Very sincerely yours,

Ermer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negpo Affairs
Ue Se Dapsrtment of Commeree

EML ¢ dmg




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

August 10, 1942

¥r, Albon L. Holsey, Executive Secretary
National Negro Business League

Tuskegee Institute

Tuskegee, Alabama

Denr Mr, Holsey:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter received
from ¥r, Clifton E. ¥ack, I bhave not heard from
the regional director of the Chicago WFB. However,
I shall contsct the Washington office in the event
the Chicago communlcation is not received,

Very sincersly yours,
Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ues S. Department of Commerce

EMILigm

.




THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS

C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.
VICE-PRESIDENT-EMERITUS

FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY
TREASURER-EMERITUS

A. L. LEWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
DR. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. CoX, DURHAM, N. C.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A, ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L.. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
RALPH B, STEWART, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
TREASURER-COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
AUDITOR
THEODORE JONES, CHICAGO, ILL.
GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.
ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZERS
MRs.U. 8. BOND, MADISON, ARK.
LYNwWOOD W. BROWN, RICHMOND, VA.
'REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
ASSISTANT REGISTRAR
ROBERT R. MOTON, JR.
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.
CHAPLAIN
BISHOP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.
TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JESSE O. THOMAS, NEW YORK CiTY
LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTER

DoN A. DAvVIS, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON, VIRGINIA
MRS. MARY L. BEASLEY, DETROIT, MICH.
HENRY ALLEN BoYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA,
W. J. EDWARDS, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
DRr. W. J. HALE, NASHVILLE, TENN.
DR. W. L. HAYwoobn, OKLA, CiITY, OKLA.
JAMES A. JACKSON, NEW YORK CITY
MRS. LEAH JONES, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
J. 8. JONES, DALLAS, TEX.
EMMER M. LANCASTER, WASHINGTON, D. C.
O. K. MANNING, HOUSTON, TEX.
DR. W. H. PECK, DETROIT, MICH.
DR. C. B. POWELL, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.
J. W. SANFORD, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CHARLES A. SHAW, HOUSTON, TEX.
M. S. STUART, MEMPHIS, TENN.
DR. H. M. WILLIAMSTON, IDABEL, OKLA.
ALONZO G. WRIGHT, CLEVELAND, OHIO

REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS

WILLARD W, ALLEN, BALTIMORE, MD.
WM. H. BELL, ALCORN, MIS8SISSIPP!

L. C. BLOUNT, DETROIT, MICH.

J. R. BOOKER, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.
BOOKER T. BRADSHAW, RICHMOND, VA,
M. C. CLARK, CLEVELAND, OHIO

WILLIAM A. CLEMENT, CHARLESTON, S. C.
U. 8. FALLS, ST.Louis, Mo.

S. B. FULLER, CHICAGO, ILL.

A. G. GASTON, BIRMINGHAM, ALA.
RUSSELL S.GIDEON, BOSTON, MAss.

R. N. HARRIS, DURHAM, N.C.

W. S. HORNSBY, AUGUSTA, GA.

¢. D. KiNG, NEw YORK CITY

LEWIS W. MCKISSACK, NASHVILLE, TENN.
GEORGE R.RAGLAND, OKLA. CITY, OKLA.
G. D. ROGERS, TAMPA, FLA.

A. MACEC SMITH, DALLAS, TEXAS

J. E. SMITH, LOUISVILLE, KY.

LEON M. WALLACE, BATON ROUGE, LA.

ORGANIZED 1900

300KER T. WASHINGTON, FOUNDER AND FIRST PRESIDENT

OBJECT

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE NEGRO

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA

February 18, 1942

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce

Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

STEERING COMMITTEE

CHAIRMAN

DR. F. D. PATTERSON

TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA.
CARLTON W. GAINES, DETROIT, MICH.
JOsSEPH P. GEDDES, NEW ORLEANS, LA.
B. G. OLIVE, JR., MEMPHIS, TENN.

HOUSEWIVES' LEAGUE

PRESIDENT
MRs. FANNIE B. PEcK, DETROIT, MICH.
1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. KiTTY HALL, ST. LOUIs, Mo.
2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
MRs. OBELIA CLAY, BRISTOL, TENN.
3RD VICE-PRESIDENT
MRS, CHRISTINE M. FuQua
DRETROIT, MICHIGAN
TREASURER
MRS, SADIE WRIGHT, MEMPHIS, TENN.
SECRETARY
MRS. LUcY WINSLETT
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
PUBLICITY DIRECTOR
MRs. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

By all means ask Mr, Blayton to serve as State
Chairman, and my suggestion would be that your let-
ter to him be so worded that if he cannot accept,
he would recommend someone in the state of Georgia

to be State Chairman.

I cannot understand why Mr. Hornsby does not

answer our letters.

I will be glad from time to time, to receive
from you reports on any activities of these national
officers so that I can mimeograph them and send them
out to our local membership, and in that way help
further to stimulate interest in your program and to
encourage the support of local leaders behind your

efforts.

With kind personal regards, I am,

Yours very truly,

(Ut % i

Executive Secretary -




Mry Albon L ﬁaluy
Exeoubive Seoretery
Tuskegee Institute
Tuskegee, M.abam

- Dear iy, Holsey:

February 24, 1942

I shall- aonbaee My, Blayton Inmdiaﬁeiy and ask
that he sorve as ohaima of the Gmx'gaa. State Planning

Commitbews
I visited

R!.csbmnd last week and spoke to the

Cepitel Trade Asspoietion, on the War Effort Programe I
shall address the Marylend Asspoiebion for the Promotion
of Business, im Baltimore on Wednesdey, Februsry 2B,

4 flood of relemses will be dssusd to you and
to all business mem, from this office shortly.

EMLesgm

Very truly yours,

Ermeyr Martin Lancester
Adviser on Negro Affailvs
Us 8¢ Depertment of Commerce




THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

NATIONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT-EMERITUS
‘C. C. SPAULDING, DURHAM, N. C.
VICE-PRESIDENT EMERITUS
FRED R. MOORE, NEW YORK CITY
TREASURER-EMERITUS
A. L. LEwWIS, JACKSONVILLE, FLA.

PRESIDENT
Dr. J. E. WALKER, MEMPHIS, TENN.

1ST VICE-PRESIDENT
GEORGE W. Cox, DURHAM, N. C.

2ND VICE-PRESIDENT
FRED A. ALLEN, DETROIT, MICH.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
ALBON L. HOLSEY
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
RoBERT R. MOTON, JRrR.,
TUSKEGEE INSTITUTE, ALABAMA
TREASURER COMPTROLLER
J. B. BLAYTON, ATLANTA, GA.

AUDITOR
G. STEVENS MARCHMAN, CHICAGO, ILL.

GENERAL ORGANIZER
R. E. CLAY, NASHVILLE, TENN.

ASSISTANT GENERAL ORGANIZER
MRrs. U. S. BoND, MADISON, ARK.

REGISTRAR
J. R. E. LEE, JRrR., TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

BIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY
CLAUDE A. BARNETT, CHICAGO, ILL.

CHAPLAIN
BisHoP W. A. FOUNTAIN, ATLANTA, GA.

TRANSPORTATION DIRECTOR
JeEssE O. THOMAS, ATLANTA. GA.

LEGAL ADVISOR
A. T. WALDEN, ATLANTA, GA.
e )

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

DoN A. DAVIS, CHAIRMAN

HAMPTON INSTITUTE, VA.
HENRY ALLEN BOYD, NASHVILLE, TENN.
N. W. COLLIER, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA.
WM. M. COOPER, HAMPTON INST., VA.
GASTON A. CRAWFORD, HOUSTON, TeX.
ROSCOE DUNJEE, OKLAHOMA CiTY, OKLA.
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. Bach month the section of the magazine which

is devoted to activities of +he National Negro

Business League and its affiliated groubs contains
in business, and comments

reports on Negro progrcss i
] to economic conditions

on timely topics relsting
among Negroes,

Yours very truly,
ST N /,’
L{ ‘f // P
21h/p . . Y
alh/g kxecutive Secretary
P. 8. If you are not already a member of the National

Negro Business Leaguc, full informstion will be
sent you upon request,
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of sending you this symbol of your membership in
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Please regard our office as your office and call
upon us for any service we can render, and please remem-—
ber that every national officer of the league is your co—
worker in the cause of economic advancement for the
Negro. Write often and freely giving such suggestions as
c. may occur to you.

Very truly yours,

d//. / //(/{46{7'

Executive Secretary
alh/c

NEXT ANNUAL CONVENTION; CHICAGO, AUGUST 26, 27, 28
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MRsS. A. V. BOUTTE, NEW ORLEANS, LA.

Enclosed herewith is copy of a letter which I have
received from Mr. Alfred West of the Pittsburgh West
guto Body Shop. His letter does not give much detailed
1n?onnation, but evidently he is equipped to do welding,
painting, etc. in connection with autos. In fact, I am
sending his card also,

My general impression is that his set—-up would be
too limited for any particular type of contract for
Defense work. I did not wish however, to discourage
his efforts in as much as he wrote to me, but would
like to have your reaction to the situation and a general
statement from you which would guide me in answering let-—
ters of this type.

Of course, this all emanates from the efforts which
the League has been putting forth to try to coordinate
some of the facilities of some small business enterprises
in order to help them to secure some Defense contrabts.

I see frequent references to efforts which are being made
to expedite thé matter of allocating contracts to small
production units. I wish you would bring me up to date
with any new material or comments that would be helpful,

Yours very truly,

(Ul A ooy~

alh/g Executive Secketary
enc
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March 28, 1942

Hry Alon Le Holsey

Bgooutive Secrobawy

The Nabional Negro Business Leagus
Tuskoges Instibute

Deny Mr, Holsey:

Upon recelving your letber relative to the ixguiry of Mr. Alfred
Wenb, 1 contected the Small Business Unit, The Comtyact Distribvublon
Offioe, ond the Conversion Burssy of the Wer Produchion Board, %o
ssgertein thelr policliss with referente to garegess The response row
seived from these sources was sot very encouraging,

~ Howewer, bhis morning it wes yevesnled that 100 milliop dellars
- 4 sboub to be eppropristed Yo retool small plasts for the production
of war materisls snd Yo srests & Wap Plank Corporation to dlstribute
end refinance gubsontracbs, In my opinion, this program will resch
soms of the operedlons vow condvoted by Negroes, '
The war Produshion Bourd has suggesbed thed you advise Mry Wesk
to contack Yhe Contenot Distributlon Tivision, 408 Fulton Bullding,

Pibtaburgh, Penmaylvanis, The Manager of that office 1s Me, M, 8,
HoOmber, who will advise My, West adequetely on this matter,

Vory sincerely yours,

Enmor Maytin Lansester
Adviser on Negyo Affeirs
Uy 84 Department of Commerce

EML ¢ A}
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PROCUREMENT OFFICE

TREASURY DEPARTMENT

PROCUREMENT DIVISION

N REPLY ADDRESS

Charleston, West Va.

910 Wuarrier Street December 15, 1941,

Mr. Emmer Martin Lencaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington,”D. C.

Dear Sir:

Reference is made to your letter dated December 11, 1941, concerning
the participation of Negroes in the business of the Government.

As you are no doubt aware, our business is conducted under the
procedure of competitive biddi ng. When we originally organized our field
offices, we examined all trade journals, telephone classifications, etc.,
to secure potential bidders. After the public was familiar with the purpose
of our agency, they wrote us requesting their names be placed on our
mailing lists to receive Invitations to Bid. If their business standing
and finencial condition were satisfactory, we mailed them applicetion to
receive Invitations to Bid on the commodities they were interested in
selling. Our mailing list applications do not require them to state what
color or creed they are and for that reason we are unable to definitely
furnish you the identity of Negro businessmen dealing with the Government.

Of the business concerns we are personally acquainted, there
ere none that are owned and operated by Negroes but there may be some in
outlying states with which we are not familiar. We make no effort to
differentiatesIf the Negro businessm&n is financially responsible to trade
with the Govermment, and if he meets oupépecifications end is the low bidder
he will receive the same consideration as anyone.

Some of the items purchased in this office that may be of interest
to Negro concerns are cement, sand, gravel, tile, culvert pipe, lumber,
stationery and office supplies, building hardware, brick, paints, drugs,
groceries (dry and green), and dry goods and notions, In fact we buy
everything that is sold. We welcome any nemes you may furnish and will
conduct business with these persons in the regular manner, contingent
of course, upon the bidder qualifying to the Government's requirements.

Very truly yours,

9%

H. A. Hetz
Procurement gfficer,




FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

U. S. OFFICE OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON

September 24, 1941

Mr. E. M. Lancaster
Division of Negro Affairs

U, 5, Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your "Official Proceedings of the First
Annual Conference on the Negro in Business," and for the

other materials which you sent to me.

Very truly yours,

Kenneth B. Haas, Regional Agent
for Distributive Education
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June 8, 1940

Dr..Jdeues W, Hazgard Jr., Presidant
Hegro State Chamber of Commerce of Arkansas

&, M, ¥, Gollege
Fine Bluff, Arkensas

F Desr Dr, Hezzards

7. The Begarﬁmaé% of Commerce iz interested in sesisting Vegro
.'; 3buSiﬁ6ﬁﬂQB w*th thelr problems as they relate to Governmentsl

, but, aufbrtunat@lv, mxcagt for statlstical dabea
6 steblishments sud thely lncomes, we have very
o3 ﬁdgﬁ of their problems. Informesbion perbaining

tt1®~%n

H7"tharat¢ in'my oplalen can be acauired only through & medium
- of conteot With the Federsl Government, I have in mind the

fnrm&%i@n of & Wegro Business Advisory Councll or committee

 siwileribo the Bugluess Advisory Council which msets &b the

VVVVV

- eall of #he Secratary of Commerce, to Tocommend and advise
'methada“afaiwprovimg buﬂin@aa by Govwﬁmmentai &am&&ﬁ&ﬁua‘

is&%eﬂ to lesrn your views on such an orgenisstion
c%her grdblams relatin@ thersto.

1 pragaaaiﬁhat this Regro ﬁoumsi;wahouid be composed of fifty
;or mcre«@rmm*nevt ¥egro businessmen throvghout the country

who are ragvaaentativa of 8ll btypes of business inciuding

 finsncial and menufecturdng interests, retail snd wholesale
*‘,establiahments. '

: f'Qf course I gould not expect these men; serving voluntarily, to
- apend maney for s ﬁrip to Washington to dlscuss these m%;tsra,
. but. they could meet with us st the:conference of the Bational

Hegro Busineaa Lesgue in Detrolt, Michigsn, this summer or at

'jethar times noi#t cohvenlent to the majority of the committees.

I shall be: Ql@?&@d ta bave your resctions with reference to these

prapoaaﬁa.
Raspéetful&y yours,
Emmer Martin Lancaster

hdvisor on Nagro &ffairs,
B, 3. Depariment of Cowmerce.

Bkt dmh
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OFFICE OF PRODUCTION MANAGEMENT

SOCIAL SECURITY BUILDING
WASHINGTON, D. C.

April 30, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your kind letter of
April 28.

I wish to advise you that I enjoyed
very much addressing the First Annual Con-
ference on the Negro in Business and I am
very happy to learn that my talk was so well
received. :

Sidney Hifflman
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April 28, 1941

Hon, Sidusy Hillmas

Assooiate Dirdotore-Gonsyral

Offios of Froduotion Managzement
W&ﬁhmﬁng Pe G4

Deay Sir:

_This m:‘fi’:m wishes Lo expross its grabitude for yowr
_appeerence &b the Friday evening meebing of the Firey
“Auptnl Uooferenve on the Negrs Sn Susiness, The informew

H3on dmparted %o this group wes mot only most Limely
bt bended to answer wmmmy of the gueries sbowt which

there hoas becn nueh warest mmong Mx«m.

I Peel assured thak the Office of Pruduction Mens
will ascelerate the indogration of Negroes imbo the
dofense prograw, and thus sablsfy this urgrucy bout

which the masses of Negroes are deeply concerusd,

Yory sinserely yours,

Buwr Mertin Lensaater
Adwiser on Negro Affuirs
ML dnd Te S Dopartment of Commsros
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April 17, 1941

:

¥r, Sidney Hillmen

Azsociste DirpobormCfonsral

0ffice of Produsthlon Yanegemend

Suedal Securibty Building

Washington, Dy C,

Dear Hr, H1llmany 2

I heve been informed by vhe Secretary's Office that you

will addvess the First Appual Cenforemee on the Hegro in

‘ S Business, Fridey evening, dpril 18t¢h, eb Mb, Carmel

r Raphbist Church, 3rd and Bye Streets, e W,

e Wa apre ploased o receive confirmetion of this soccepbance,
end conforonse delegmies will Le deoply inberested in your
messegs ot the metbter of mationsl defense,

Very sirsarely yours,
f Hamer Merbin Levoasber
S Adviser on Negroe Affatra
L Ynole Us 8, Department of Commerce
. UL ydn)

TN . -
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FARM SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

IN REPLY REFER TO

Bpi. 3, 1940

Mr, Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,

U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr., Lancaster:

I am very sorry that because of previous commitments which
take me out of the city, I will be unable to attend the
conference on the Negro in Business sponsored by the

Division of Negro Affairs, Department of Commerce, on

I hope that you have a very successful meeting.

Giles A. Hubert,

Assistant to the Director,
Rural Rehabilitation Division.
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M fr. Billmans

Fhe Depariuwent of Commerce is

apansoring
a Sonfeyence of Negre Basinsss fo be held
in Wsskiington April 18 snd 19.

fne of the seassions will be held on the
night of April 18 st the Wount Camel
Haptist Qhurch, corner Thisd and I Sirects,
Rorthwest,

i 4

Tha | ] ; belisves It would be
extrensly helpfol if you would attend on

- that cccanion and meke a short address in

ordpr to ssquaint the Kegro leaders who
w111 sattond on the put that ths Kegro
wg&wﬁammﬁmmmm

Horman W. Baxter,
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Associate D o,

pITi0e of - 'm Hanagewant,
Bashington, B0
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‘ xwmwmww. Ce K, Brown thet you will dee
Yiver m m&w«m off walogue ab the business sonference

!  gvening, on behglf of the Weshington
Tegro Chambey of Commeross I have listed your name on
the wagﬂ'm fﬁr the yeﬂamwﬁ of this service,

pasod Yo imq your active ccoperation in this busie

ness pm vom and I urge that you abvend our daily sessionk
and perbicfpate in the disoussionne

Vory nivoersly yourt,

Bupasy Masbin: Laneaghey
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ue 8. Dapartument of Commerce
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April 30, 1952

Dr. Harold A. Haynes

First Agsistant Superintendent of Sehools
Franklin Administration Building

131‘-11 and K smatﬂ, Ng We

Washington, D, C.

Dear Mr. Haynes!

Your contyribution and gomplimentary comments
conoerning the redent gonference on the Negro in Business
are deeply appreciated by this office, I am grateful
for the time which you freely aontributed to the session
on "Businems Edusation" and the spirit which you infected
into the disoussion.

I sincerely hope that this fine relationship
between our offides will be continuous and that your
gervices will always be available for similar ventures

Very truly yours,

Emmer Martin Lanecaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
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