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PHERSONAL AND CONPIDTRTESE—
BY SPECIAL WzodiNGER

Honorable Harry hopkins
The White Louse
Washington, D. C.

Dzzr Harry:®

Supplam=ntiay thot information which 1 have elresdy
furnished tine President and you concerning the Nationzl Confer=zace
of the mMarch on Washington Movsment in Chiszgo, Illinoiz, 1 am
attacaing a memorzndum summ=rizing data reiative to the last
session of July 2, =znd the July 3 ani 4, 19.2 sessions of the
confereace,

As 1t will be noted from ths attsched memorandum, the
orgenization approved the staging of an sctusl march on the City of
Washington, the date of which is to be decided by the Netional
Exscutive Committes of this orgasnization. The preliminary plans
inelude marches by local units of the ilarch on Washington Movament
on State and city municinal buildings, preosumsbly for the purnose
of protesting ellsged discriminstion and segregetion. These local
mareiies are sald to serve also as treining and conditioninz for thne
participants in the proposed msrch on the Naution's Cavnitzl.

I wznted to point out, furtier, s revort made by a confi-
dential informunt of a statement made by A. Phillip Rundolph, the
national leader of the organization. Rendolph is said to have in-
formed if a crisis results frow the loeul demonstrations, then the
zctual march on the City of Weshington will be czlled and tacse
persons participating in it will remain in Washington until a bill
is passed creating a "racial commission.”

Informzation has alzo been raceived that at the evening
sessinon on July 2 postul cards wers distributed at the beginning of
the meeting for the purpose of urging the Prasident tc reschedule
tihe railroad hezrings by the Fair Zmployment Practice Committe= und,
furtaer, to reappolint Earl B, Dickerson to this Cormittse.

I thought the President and you would be interested in this
information and as additionsl pertinent dzte are reported, they will,
of' course, be made available to you.

With best wishes and kind regards,

Sinceresly yours,

. (3) Edgsr
fnclosure e
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duly 5, 1943

Amt NaATIONAL CONFwsibncy OF Thn
maRCR UN WabhINGTON MOViMENT,
UileAaGG, ILLINOILS

On the evening of July 2, 1943, the organization held a "Town
Hall" meeting which was attended by approximately 650 Negroes and 20
White persons. Colden Brown, President of the New York local of this
organization as well as Chaltmen of the national committee dealing
with the Winfred Lynn Seiective Service case, prsasided at the meeting
which dealt meinly with the subject "Jim Crow in Uniform--The War's
Greztest sScandal." Penny postal cards were distributed at the begin-
ing of the session to be addressed to the President urging that he

eschedule the railroad hearings of the Fair Employm=nt Practice

Comnittee and reasppoint karl B, Dickerson to that Committee. The
recipients of these cards were urged to write their own wessages

concerning these two matters.

The following individuzls spoke at the meeting: Vincent Baker,
Hegro, National Director of the Modern Trend Progressive Youth Group;
Jumes Farmer, Negro, Secretary of the Fellowship of Reconciliation;
Roscoe Mitchell, Negro, Richmond, Virginia, delegats at tae Conferance;
David Grant, Negro, ©t. Louls, Missouri, delagate at the Confarence;
Norwan Thomas, Chairman of the Socialist Party; Ira Reed, Negro, heud
of the Department of Snciology, Georgia University; and Edgar G. Brown,
Negro, represantative of the National Negro Council.

Colden Brown, as Cheirman, announced 2t the outset that the
Nutional Conference of the March on Washington Movement proposed to
Lift "the 1id from the foul Jim Crow situation" which exists in the
United States. He alleged thst the problem originzted from the
Federzl Government itself and stuted that it is a sud commentary that
all groups czn serve in the country's war effort except the Negross.
He further alleged that 90 per cent of the Negro troops in the United
States are in labor battalions rather than in comb:t units and urged
segregation in the United Stutes Army b2 =2liminated.

With regard to the Winfred Lynn Selsctive Service case, Brown
stated the March on Washington Movement plans to carry it to the
United Statss Supreme Court and warned if the Suvreme Court fails to
rule in favor of Lynn, then the Negro has no rzcourse to the courts
of the United States, He added if the Suprame Court ruled in favor
of Winfr=d Lynn, then the "Jim Crow policy of the War Department"
will have to be changed. He stated that July 4 meens nothing to the
Negro soldier; that to him hymns and prayers are fraud and deception,
for revalting hypoerisy and barbarism are rampant.

(It is to be racalled that the Winfred Lynn Selsctive Service
case involved this individual, a Negro selectes from Long Island,
New York, refusing to be inducted into the United States Army because
of alleged diserimination and segregation in it. His attoraevs, his
brotiher, Conrad Lyna, and Arthur Garfield Hays of the American Civil
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Linertizs Union in their brief attacked the administration of the
Selective Truining and Service Lct as bpeing unconstitutional in that
separats guotas are allsgedly used to induct white and colored
selectees. A write of habeas corpus sougnt on these grounds after
¥infrsd Lynn h=d been inductsd was denied on the basis tiaere was a
failure to prove Lynn's induction was pur:uunt to a guote since Lynn
had reported for induction alones on Descember 19, 1942, =znd not in an
inﬂuption grouc. An appeal was filed and lbsp"ugﬂtlj the March on
‘aghington Movamant indiceted its desire to support tiie apvesl as a
mezns of attackiag discrimination ugeinst and segrezstion of Negross.)

Vinecent Bakevr at the July 2 =2vening session ramerkaed thot Negroes
are told not to De emotional ovsr riots, yot i1 Negroes egrs to de
indignant over the slaughter of fiericuns in Ja:rsznese iatermment cuamps
then surely ther ars sntitled to become indignant over the sLJugnter
of degroes in Americen camps. He then stitad thaet Hisler and Goebbels
could not have done =2 more effective job of breaking up juzerican
anity than "Stimson and &nox" end sllsged that everywhers Amerizan
troops have gons the prejudiize of "Jim Crowism” has followed it.

Junies Fermer of the Fellowship of Reconcliliation informed thnot
"Jim Crowism" exists throusghout thz United States and the world =t
large and alleged the United 3States Army is under the rhand of reaction-
ariecs in the South. He urged segregztion be abolished for unity in
order that true unity can be bused on equality and juatice. He then
steated that Winfred Lynn is not brecking the law, rather upholiing it
in opposing segrezation in the United Stutes Army. He urgsed all
Negross to protest through demonstrations znd letters wnd telegrams
t» their Conygressmen.

David Grant avowed the riots in Detroit wer=z csused by segrega-
tion insugurated by industrielists and urged agitation, exploitation
and the exposs of existing conditions by Negroes to curs "evils of
Jim Crowism."

Norman Thomas in his speech urged the abolition of "Jim Crowism"
in america and stated also that no Negro or white man cun hopes to have
Tresdom without doing away with the war system ané conscristion unﬂpr
it. Hs urged Neyroos not only to fight "Jim Crowism" but to fiz
against tne whole systam which permits consceriution to exist.

In connection with ths evening meeting of July 2, 1943, it was
ascertained by a coafidentizl informznt that the Non-Vlolmn e Direct
4etion Committes of the March on Washington iovament would stage a
demonstration composed of Negroes and white persons zt the Wdant
Room of the dotsl Bismarck in Chicago during the dinner hour on July
5, 1943. 1t was alleged thst the Merch on n¢¢ulnuton Movarealt would
>bserve the outceowe of this demonctrztion to determine the course of
Turtiner activity on their purt, Jamss Farmer, proviously referred to
was reportedly scheduled to make the initigl dewsnd for service at
the hotsl which would be followed by demands for service by other
dewonstrators.
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On July 3, 1943, from 3:00 P.i. to 9:00 P, M., & closed d mzeting
was held at the metropolitan Community Church in Chicago Thiszs wa
meeting of the Non-Violencs Direct 4ction Commiittes oF tne slarcn on
Washington Movsment and the purpose of it was to prszsznt the recom-
mendations on future activity in this particular fleld. Thers it was
recommended that plans for an zc¢tugl march on the City of Washinpton

be made at the present time and a date be set for this march. It was
further recommended that local chapters iastitute marches immediztely
upon their delegates' return frowm the National Conference to e direct-
ed &t State and musicipsl buildiags. William Stucrt Nelsnn, Desn of
Felizion at boward University anl Chairman of the Non-Viclence Dlrect
Action Committee of the instznt organization, introduced a resclution
which was adopted by the delegates:

1. Thut the actuszl march on Washington be used ag one of the
techmi sues of the non-V1olenuh, direct action, gooa will orogram;

2. That local murches on city 2nd Stats govermmznt bullliings
ve neld by locul cihmpters as soon a8 plans can be made which are to
he used to train =nd condition maorchers for the "nstional march demon=-
stration" in Washington, and

3. That the time of tihe nationul mirch be determined by the
national Executive Committee.

Tris resolution was adonted unsnimously. In this connecticn, it
is reportad that A. £hillip Randolph, the national leader, in =
private conversation advisged if a crisis comes &3 a result of loeal
demonstrations, then th2 actual msurch va the ity of Washington will
be culled s#nd those persons participsting in it will remain in
Washington until &« pill is pussed creating g "roeisl commmission.®
The contemplited purposes of the "rscizl commission™ are:

1. To outlaw "Jim Crowisw" in the Arnmy.
2. To investigate 2ll rocial cuestions in the Army and elsewhiers

On July 3, 1343, the delsgates at the Netional Confersnce numbering
104 elected & new Notional Exscutiveas uouult*oa compesadl of 26 cersons
and <divided the United Statzs into 7 goographical districts. They
provided for 2 mamwbers in esch district to hold memberahip in the
nxecutive Committee «nd for 5 members at Llorge from New York City. 4
guorum of the Xxecutlive Committes wus set at 5 persons, which bhody
has been given tho power to meset 2t any time and to issue the “oull®
for a national murch. 1t was veted 103 to 2 to axelude white persons
froa membership in the organization. Rundolph, who JL;,*ﬂntly
accounted for ths extra votz, was in fovar »f pemitting Sneciclizts to
pDecome members L vls Lune, Notional Lixs cutive Cormittec riember,
favored peﬂnlttlnb white parsone U0 becoms mowbers inusmush as tha
March on \uuhlnuton tovement has accapted contribiutions frow them. It
: to be netad in this connectiun thit reprasentatives of the Sseia-
list party's newspaper "Tha Call™ wnd "The Militznt" which 1o gener:
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racognized a¢s the officisl pudlicstion of the Sooizliost DTKGTE Pmrt‘,
a Trotskyite groun, wers peruitted to attend the closed session

The wmembers of the subcomaittee interssted in the Winrfred Lynn
selactive Service case, referred to previously, issuad recomuendztions
2t the closed meeting of July 3, lWLB, that euch local unit of the
March on Washington Movainent obtzin additional cuses of this chursctar.
Tney further recoumended that N¢Cf0‘" ba zporoacned prior to thsir
purpose of =zc¢cueinting themw with Ythe

induction into the Arwy Tor ths

lew" so that after they are inducted thay can institute legsl cetion
against the War Dspartment. sc2ording to = confidentizl inform=ng,
trere wag soue discussion zs to whether the Nesroes aprroached
ghould institute legsl action before induction took olace, slthouzh
nothing def'inite was s=2ttl=sd in this ragurd.

Among the other resolutions vasced at the clossd mseting ol July
3 was that Cormunists be excluded from the membership of thne
organization. An =dditional rrsolution was that 12,000 must be
raised to financ= the orzanization by the 1loczl un1t° throush stlﬁlnn
ralliec, coucerts and doness. Andther rosolution, whiesh waws aisg

0y & vots of 104 to 1, urgsd ossis tvnba in winnin,g tie war and sur-
cnzsing war bonds, In this conncetion Layis Lone o3:os2d the raso-
lution on the grouad tnnt the war is "espitulistic” :nd raeguested tust
ner vote be recarded.

d
i

Cn the morning of July 4, 1943, & morning prayer was =iv
the Nationazl Conferesnce 2t the Nesre Soidisr's donuncnt in Ch
This was Toliowed at 2:00 PL.id. zde frow t:z Metropolits
Compsunity Chureh in Crnicna: Sao's High School ~hse-
m&8s mesting of the Confsorence wero hsld. :U'foylhst 1y 50 o
perticiveted in what was culled tha "froedom prrade "

At 3145 P.i,, July 4,
erencs was hneld ot the T
d’“T“‘lHUt’1v 2,200
srlies Wegley burteon, Nesl
aanounceéd that the surch on Wesh
tiin the ides of me=rching w;

4.

to gat rid of "Jim Croviism.
cnly e e Lot resoert.,  burton
vasnington sovement wouls prop
national manreh b; in-ii
Stete escitals in the U
oy the Fzdersl Surezu of
stoou T'or justice.

final me ting of the Wation:zl Con-
i:h wchonl iIan Chic In =ttondince
TP‘ Chaireen of meetin wes Dr.
ident of the thukh unit. e

whon Movarns

0t ned decided to medne
dxuy of wazhington as the stretesy
- sdvised, howsver, tats i b
¢l=0 snnounced thot the Mavren on
2 bo izlins ite piowwbers for

1 I

- \;*’ el
T upon virlous o
ire 'rm;'* swmad oL inves

ivn, stiting thest ths

The follewing individuals 2ise addressed the neating: Dr.
Villiam Stuert Melson, who hes desn vefarved to provicucly =nd who wa s
cppolinted to dirsct the "zetion ST of tlie Karch on Wactiington
Movement: Dr. 2. 8tunlev Jones misszioiery te Lndia, who
was described es an il of Hoh:s L:l; A P]illlp Tuadelph; Tr.

James Borace, Negrn, poroscher Church; n2nd

-
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Reverend T. =Z. Chedman, Shilo Bapiist Shrel, Ingiswood, Illincis.

In his sveech, Dr. James Horrce stzted, "The Cuurch must come to
ﬂrip~ with thu rece meacure, the Churcly nes uph=14 zsgreg:tion cnd
it is tims 1t started confessing its sins. Th2 Chuvrel has preschad

and not brotherkocd., It ig a sin for a Negro te go to the
rnds to fight for democracy thot he deessn't have at home.

I want the FBI to communiceta thint to the President."

Dr. i, Ztenley dones addres ed the sudience on the
non-violoent sclutions to the rice progrem. He deseriped the non-
vielent action progran of Kohandss Gandhi and tgtnd it was & prin-
ciple of "wa won't hate you, but we won't obey you." He recormended
tane organization to institute such =a techulﬂuc.

A. £hillip Hendelph in bis speech stetad the prssent war is one
of Impericlism and of white veople's supremscy. bHEs cloimed tas crus
Tor freednm is in Full rotrest ond the Allies mey win buv SESHICIS X ehs
will lose. He stated the Mesro iz not free and unever hus been froe
beccusse ¢f the lﬂkﬂurlltles wb“ch have existed iIn .m=rica. FEHe couw-
sered thiz libersiion of Negroes to thot of other ensluved pooples. fle
pointed out alleged ins thFCPQ of Hgaraghtion of the Hegre in the
gocizl, economic znd political Tizlds in the United otstes.

randnlph advacatad the meabers of the loccl units
af the murc% zabington #ovenent uoctact publiic utiiities through
sending C“umlt e to sesk employment [or Hegroes with the wublic
utilities. e Turthsr advoczted if erployment ie not obteined the
locil units conduct picketing, institute marches =and strge demon-
gtruticns. e added that dem=nds would be wmsde by the morch on
Vashington Movament of President iwosevalt to goin emslovmient for
Negroes in all branches of thie United Stet=s Govermment., Le et-oted
the izrch on Washington Moveisnt propgoses & united Hegro politicsl
bleoe, & picketing of puwvlic utilities &nd unarches on ¢ity hells
2nd Dtote cepltils. He ¢2lied upon the Hegro z018iers te vote in
support of anti~lynching snd @aati-poll tox laws as well s sipilor
IS EUTES.

ch
v
ee

Han@alph slso rararked in Lis spesch thit the Mzrch ou Washington
woVemant Will demond an shlsw:r froi the Republican and Demscrsatic

Parties on the gup<t10n cf rucicl discriuminction. He glso szid the
orgsnization proposes to puryge labor unicons 27 diserin

qihlldf mesns. He geverely criticized monz 15nL* Friaancels havsg, head of
> Fadr Iploymsat Fractice Committee, Tor hisz decision in the
I.fo‘ailn Alabame, shipyards cuse, terming it znothar example of roce
'UPqutlon-

It was cloimed Dy kandolpin in hic remarss thot the Federsl
Government was entirely r*k“oh~1ol° for the roce srebisw exiceting in
Americs &t the present time znd it would only do wn“t wae right wihen
foreced to by muciures preponed Oy the Horch on Wioshington movewient.
fie added thut Congress will Lo czlled upon to snforge th=t gection of
ti.e Iourteentl phananbnt which |“ov1ces thet individusl Stqtes dis-
criminsting ﬁﬁ“\nmt zces pe cubt down vproporticaately in their

recurssentation in Congress
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