


A. PHILIP RANDOLPH
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

MILTON P. WEBSTER
1ST INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

4231 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

BENNIE SMITH
2ND INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

2611-13 MICHIGAN AVENUE
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

'9 "

TRAIN, CHAIR CAR. COACH PORTERS & ATTENDANTS

AN INTERNATIONAL UNION

ASHLEY L. TOTTEN
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY- TREASURER

E. J. BRADLEY
3RD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

11 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI

C. L. DELLUMS
4TH INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

1716 SEVENTH STREET
OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA

AFFILIATED WITH THE A. F. or L.

217 WEST 125TH STREET
(Room 301)

NEW YORK CITY

M10 2-5080-1
NIGHTS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

UNIVERSITY 4-8262

440

August 7, 1941

Mr. William Hastie
1707 S Street, N. W*
Washington, D. C.

Dear Bill:

Thanks a lot for your letter of July 15th. Pardon
my delay in answering same; it was due to my absence
from the city. Your suggestion of writing the per-
sons who were asked to speak on the occasion of the
Negro Maroh-on-Washington, advising them of the post-
ponement of the March and the reason for that action
and suggesting that if the Mardh is necessary in the
future I hope they will speak to the assembly of citi-
zens is a fine bit of strategy and I shall do this.

When I am in Washington again, I shall give you a ring
to have a chat.

Si oere yours,

. o h
ernatio 1 ent

apr/mf
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1707 8 8treet* N, NoWahagta, D. C,
Sly l5, 1941

W* A4 t1p Redolph
2289 **Oash Avenfue
New %eakty

Dear r *andolph

24 has nwared to s that 44 atht sre a sef4 puwpose
if Yw V A4W*e to eaoh of the person who werq asked to

seka the secaaio of the BaVqntsth ave
It th t pat of the anh and the rase toW

that sh t lso be advised that &t the Mears Js
tkeothe tfa. 4 to hoped that they wiU osent to

#Peak to the asembd ottimese offer this relyy as a sug.
geton at whateve r tei it ay have,

Sheeorely yours*

r #1
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR

Date------------....June. 9 26, --------..1941

T o ------------------------------
-------Adj. Gen.
---------Asst. Sec. of War.
-------- Asst. Chief Clerk.

-C. & R. Div.
--------- Chief of Staff.

-------Chief of Engrs.
--------- Chief of Ord.
--------- Surg. Gen.
---------Panama Canal.

--------- Dir. Personnel.
--------- Chief, Air Corps.

------.-- Chief of Fin.
--------- Q. M. Gen.
-..-.-----Judge Advocate Gen.

-... :fress Relations.
--------- Chief Signal Corps.

- --------- Supplies & Accts. Div.

For-
--------- Necessary action.

- -------Direct reply.
--------- Necessary action and preparation of reply for signa-

ture of Secretary of War.
--------- Remarks and recommendation.
--------- Memorandum, for Sec. of War.
--------- Investigation and report.

--------- Notation and filing.
--------- Previous papers.

--------- Remarks: M& .-G a in-J g tial
....... ~-- _9f1...ugat.tt..A-thia..la-ttter..ba..no t

.fAice xc k d-k

..--.-.--- a..bs ra.alad. -, and.a-latter..will be
By direction of the Secretary of War: pant to the

Secretary confirming that fact.

M p . C. lIeary7
Personal Secretary to
the 8.c1.tazv ofww

Fenu No. 2
QPO 16-16813
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I July 11, 1941

Honorable Franklin D. Roosevelt
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, P. 0.

My dear Mr. Presidents

In a conference held with Mr. Sidney Hillman, Co-Direotor of OPM,
by Mr. Walter White and myself, Thursday July 10th, we discussed the
composition of the Fair p~pyment Practice Comittee which you have
indicated your intention to appoint.

Mr. Hillman indicated his interest in having two representatives
of labor on the oomittee, one from the AFL and the other from the 010.
He stated that since this whole question concerns labor it is necessary
that these two bodies of organized labor be represented on the Committee.

Sine, it is impossible to have a representative from the AFL without
also having one from the 010, it appears that two-fifths of the Comittee
will be represened by members from these two Organiations, sand when a
querum of three of the Comittee is in session it is not oertai that
the interest and point of view of th. Negr people will be safeguarded.
Though we are not opposed to these two bodies of labor having representatives
on this Committee, the National Negro March on Washington Committee feels
strongly that the ratio of representation from these two bodies say militate
against the adequate representation of the Negroes on the Comittee since
it is expected to osist of only five sabers, We are hopeful that you
will see eye to eye with the Nationel Negro March oe Washington Committee
in appointing two Negroes to this body.

Ina order that this sq be done without reducing the #aber of
representatives from organised labor, our Committee vishe to tUggest and
urge that you increase the saber of the aemr of the Committee fro five
to seven. When this matter was teessed with Mr. Eillman, he indicated that
he bad no objection to it.

It you feel that the reecruendation of our Committee to increase
the Fair Employmeat Praotiee Cosittee fro five to seven marts your
approval, we wish to recomend the following members for said Committee i

4
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Mayor Fiorelle H. LaGuardia, Chairman

Mr. WndTell Willkie

of

Mr. Mark theridge of the Louisville CouriorJfournal

Mr. Sidney Rillman has suggested as the labor members of
the Comittees

Mr. John P. Frey of the AL

Mr. Grillow of the CIO

For the Negro members, the National Negro Marchon-
Washington Comittee wish to reonmead for your appointments

Mr. M. 1. Webater, let International iePresident of
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters

Mr. Homer Brona Meber of the Pennsylvania State
Legislature

It is the earnest desire of our Committee that the above*
mentioned reomawedations will meet an merit your approval.

Very sineerely yours,

// A. Philip Randolph, Direetor
Negro Mawch-on-Washington
Committee

apr/m
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June 23, 1941
N - \1~i~I

Honorable Henry Stimson
Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

Dear Secretary Stimsont

In the name of the Negro Comittee to march on Washington
for jobs and justice in national defense, I wish to renew
my invitation and request to you to address the rally of
Negroes that will assemble at the Lincoln Memorial, July
lst.

I assure you that your message will bring a fine measure
of hope and inspiration to the hearts of the Negro people
of this country, whose spirits are depressed azd souls
disturbed because of flagrant and unreasoning discrimina-
tions against them, while they are merely fighting for the
right to work and fight to achieve the preservation of the
democratic faiths, values, heritages, ideals, traditions
for which our great President is so nobly and 1 leading
our country.

Sincere

For Jobs and Equal Participation in National Defense-March July 1st, 1941Ii

V
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WILLIAM H HASTIE

CIVILIAN AIDE TO SECRETARY OF WAR DEPARTMENT WASHINGTON DC

JUST RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM SECRETARY OF NAVY, KNOX, REQUESTING

CONFERENCE FOR MARCH ON WASHINGTON. WOULD SUGEST THAT BOTH

CONFERENCES WITH SECRETARIES OF WAR AND NAVY BE HELD AT SAME

TIME IN WASHINGTON. REQUEST THAT I BE PERMITTED TO INVITE

WALTER WHITE AND OTHER NEGRO LEADERS FOR CONFERENCE. WILL BE

PLEASED TO ARRANGE CONVENIENT DATE

A PHILIP RANDOLPH.

R
Al
P
H

P
0
S
T
A

it
E
L
E
6
R
A
P

232P.

p

T
A
L

T
E
L
E
6
R
A

S
T
A
L

T
E
L
E
G6
R
A

0
g
T
,A
L

T
E
L
E

RF
A

H

P
0
S

A



NEGRO MARCH-onA-WASHINGTON COMMITTEE

2289 Seventh Avenue, N.Y. N.Y.

June 3, .1941.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt,
The White House,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mrsi Roosevelts

Because the Negro people have not received their
just share of jobs in national defense# and our young men have
not been integrated into the armed forces of the Nation, includ-
ing the Army, Navy, Air Corps and Marine, on a basis of equality#
some of the Negro leaders have formulated plans and set up the
necessary machinery in the various sections of the country for the
purpose of mobilizing from ten to fifty thousand Negroes to march
on Washington in the interest of securing jobs and justice in
national defense and fair participation and equal integration into
the Nation' s military and naval forces.

This movement has been initiated by the officers of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
the National Urban League, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
the Young Men' s Christian Association's branch of the Harlem Comw-
munity, the Negro Labor Committee of New York, the Elks and a *Ober
of other groups.

A Ca.1l for the march, to take place July lstp is signed
by Walter White of the National Association for the advancement of
Colored People, Reverend William Lloyd Imes of the Presbyterian Church
of Harlem, Frank R. Crosswaith, Chairman of the Noo Labor Committee
of New York# Layle Lane, Vie**President at the Asierioan Federation of
Teachers, Dr. Rayford Logan, Chairman of the National and State Com-
mittees for the Participation of Negroes in National Defense, Henry I.
Graft, Secretary of the 135th Street branch of the YMCA, J. Finley
Wilson, Grand Exalted Ruler of the Independent Benevolent Order of X1ks
of the World, Reverend Adam C. Powell, Jr. of the Abyssinian Baptist
Church of Harlem and the undersigned.



June 17, 1941

MEMOPJWDUM

TO; The SecrEtary of War

SUI3JECT; Negro March on ashington

After conferring with Messrs. A. Phillip
Randolph and Qalter fhite, I am convinced, (1) tht
there will be a demonstration by Negroes in Washirngton
on July lot, and (2) that if the present responsible
leadership taould for any reason withdraw, more radical
elements, so far excluded from the project would
quickly sete the opportunity to take over the whole
enterprise for their own purpose.

The circulation of literature, the rais-
ing of funds the organization of motor parties and*
in one case, arrangements for a special train have prop
grossed where, in my judgment, it is mere wishful tiink-
ing to anticip to a cancellation of the MI-rch, Indeed
I believe such a step is not within the poaer of the
present leaders of the e.terprise,

The attached clipping from the"Daily
Worker" for June 16th shows the effort being made
by the Communist Party to discredit the leaders of
the March and indicates how quickly Communist leaders
would take over if the present leaders should with.-
draw,

While intangible factors of weather and
last minute publicity prevent any close eatimate of
the number of demonstrators who will co'e fro other
communities, it seems certain that the number will be
in the thousands, probably not more than five thousands
although a larger number is quite conceivable.

The plan contemplates the assembly of
the marchers in the early afternoon after lunch and
their final di areal before the dinner hour. The



02-.

use of members of the American Legion for the main-
tenance of order and discipline is planned. A sum
in excess of 01,000 will be hold in a special reserve
for emergency situations which may confront individual
visitors after their arrival.

The principal matters with reference to
which the demonstrators seek to obtain action are, I
believe, these.

1. The failure of the President to take
any coercive action with reference to racial discrimina-
tion in employment incidental to defense production.

2. Delay by the bnate in action on
Senate Resolution 75, calling for investigation of
discrimination in Natibnal Defense; and the apparent
intention of administration leaders in the Senate to
make some token investigation a minor aspect of the
work of the Truman Committee, rather than to under*-
take a major independent inquiry.

3. The exclusion of Negroes from the
Navy and Marine Corps,

4. The refusal of the Army to make
any modification of its policy of racial segregation
throughout its organization, with particular at-
tention being focussed on the Air Corps as a new
vital and rapidly expanding Arm,

5. The widespread abuse of discretion
In Civil Service appointments during the present
period of personnel expansion, with the result that
relatively few Negroes are included among the tens
of thousands of new federal wers recently appointed
In Washington and the additional thousands appointed
in the field.

The conference saceduled for noon on
Wednesday, June 18th, between the Secretaries of
War and Navy and Messrs. Randolph and White apparently
has been Initiated and arranged by and at the request
of the White House. The conference has not been sought
by Mesrs. Randolph and White, hence there seems to



be no contemplated agenda for the meeting. 2
suggest that the occasion be used to obtain any
information desired concerning the project and
to explore ay ways in which agencies of the
Government can make sure that no untoward Anot-
dents occur and can convey to the Negro citizen
any hopeful and encouraging faots with reference
to his participation in the National Defense
effort.

Specifically, I believe the effect
will be very wholesome i several responsible
leaders of defense agencies speak briefly, but
candidly, about what they are doing and propose
to do with reference to the matters now disturb-
ing the Negro citizen. It occurs to s also
that, since the War Department has been concerned
over the anatenance of order, it might be agree-
able to the leaders of the March and to the civil
and military authorities that a detachment of
the Negro National Quardsmen from the District of
Columbia, now stationed at Fort Dix, be detailed
to assist tA policing the line of march.

ftvilian Aide to the Secretary
Of War

Boa*



e 13t 3, 1941.

I hae your letter of Ane 10th about the march of

Negroes on Washington. We are doing all we *an to try to avoid

this march, I thought you might be interested in knowing that

we bare been doing in the War Department about eating Negroes in

the National Defense ?rogra.

It is the determined policy of the War Department to

afford degrees equal opportunitte in or defense. effort.

We are doing everything we can to prvent diseraln.-

tion against Negro workers in industry. Water our defeue oon-

tracts with private industry however, the contractor Is solely

reponhible for funishing the neeseary labor# an the War e-

pertnent does not prescribe labor provisions in its contrasts

other than thoseproded for by lA. We have aetivly cooperated

with mat rpported MNr lman is his pleas to setloyrs sadwA os

to e istmate dieraation against the Ngrose, and have cona

referred ouwrf oiser and contractors to the Statement of Labr

WoRe adopted tV the Advisory Coatan1atSwhIh

prerde agast diecrt atia agatest Vorker bemuse of race

er **4er



e ar king every effort to increase the amber

of Negro Mp es in the War DeptrtmentThe are about 60

Wr civilian Mployees of the War D4partmt in Washington.

A largamber at these are clto mployees and c mur an

effortitoUtocrease the nabar of Negro emploesin the

hiter o1sfiatta o work.

US1t wekthe War Departt t a co t to

dasipn ebald the airbase for the Negro Airqadren at

Tuskagee, Aabeat to a XSar waitect ad egro ontreoaure

The estimated cast of this onstruation is abot $1t5000g*

This is a real recognition of the place of the Negro business

and profeastinal me inthe national defaeneprope.

O the aflitary stdev the No bav las even a

re importatplace in ar tattoal defense. For the first

time in Ou history, the Seretary of War has a Nagro as his

oivitan tide*. pe William A. stte, the Civilian Aide to

the at War, ha. sestautly avis.4 Mr. S s and

fl o nSala 4eetee W Jn 30ththhere will be ver

0,SW eeoffeer soad am in t MwAM. At present there

are 43S b s ettler sad 56 egai a swt. ater Genea

so** it, *i recevet his protea last year, is the first

Seao geeai An ow history, Negro offtoors are attend

ot the negulal stabti Serrice Schae sept that of the

~AL



Air Corps where a sparat school is to be establishot, The

Negro ealisted emarelerateeverything from the opartte

of radin at Canp Beate tosehkng at the AWacbt Scoa

Nevo uits of all branches of the service have ben

created, Theee include the Armoredor*e nd Air Corps nits,

The 99th PrsUt Squadrea compose of 45 Negro officers and 39

anMtated e is is trinAg at Cheat ields Ratl flliO,

and will be woed to its own air base at Taskg, Alabas this

faSLl

In al the eapt which Rep. troops are located

with tw very mor xctiona, the WN uwaits are slated in

the sme as the white waite

818R PN PA%"tV
asseaAWsu s Umesat or .



March-en-Washington local committees are being set
up throughout the country with a view to recruiting the marchers
and carrying out the general program in the interest of developing
an allo*ut-total demonstration of the Negro people for full parti-
cipation in the national defense program.

A week prior to the march on Washington, plans have
been developed to stage marches in various cities in the interest of
urging the Mayors and City Councils to memorialize President Roose-
velt to issue an executive order to abolish discrimination in national
defense and a1l departments of the Federal Government.

Following the march in Washington, the program includes
a great rally at the Monument of Abraham Lincoln, because of its
historical symbolism in relation to the issuance of the Emancipation
Proclamation for the liberation of the Negroes from chattel slavery.

Because of your long, wide and constant touch with the
life# strivings and spirit of the Negro and the great and genuine
affection which the Negroes have for youp I wish, in the name of the
National Negro Marcho.n-o.Washington Committee for Jobs and Justice in
National Defense, to request that you speak at the Rally from the
Monument of Abraham Lineoln, out of the fullness of your heart# to
the huge throng of Negroes assembled there.

I want to assure you# Mrs. Roosevelt, that the Negroes
of America are deeply stirred over the question of their receiving
equal opportunity to share in the benefits and responsibilities and
duties and sacrifices incident to this great and tremendous national
effort to build a defense machinery for the protection of our own
country and to safeguard the cause of democracy,

I am sure that nothing has arisen in the life of the
Negro since Itnamipation which has gripped their hearts and caught
their interest and quickened their imagination more than the girding
of our country for national defense without according them the recog*
nition and opportunity as eitisens, consumers and workers they feel
justified in expecting.

I assure you that the hearts of Negro America will be
grateful to you for this message of inspiration and hope.

Kindly accept assurances of my great appreciation for
your interest and cooperation for the cause of the advancement of the
Negro people i n America.

Respectfully yours,

(signed) A Philip Randolph# Direotor
APS/sts A. hilip Randolphp Director#

U~A'~. 4


