9h CONGRESS, [ 249 ]
15t Session.
il

RESOLUTIONS

UF THE
LEGISLATURE OF KENTUCKY,

Jainst any inlerference on the part of the General Government, socie-
lies, or tndividuals, on the subject of slavery in the District of Co-
lumbia.

Marcnr 16, 1836.

Luid on the table, and ordered to be prifted.

el P

RESOLUTIONS RESPECTING ABOLITION SOCIETIRS.

Theselect committee Lo whom was referred so wmuvch of the message of
the Licutenant and ccting Governor, as refates to the abolition socie-
fies at the North, together with the prewmnbles and resolulions af the
Stetes of North and Seuth Carolina, in relation lo ive same subject,
have had the swme wnder considerution, and beg leare to report: .

That although your committee have not heen able to ascertain the
peeise number and extent of sueh socicties, yet they are satisfied of
beir existence, and that their object is to produce s entire abolition of
dwery in the United States, by printing and cirendating, through the
pst offices and other modes of communication, tracts, pamphlets, al-
mnacs, and pictorial representations, the manifest tendeney of which is
Wproduce a spirit of dizcontent, insubordination, and perhaps insurrec-
i, with the slave population of the country.

Your commiittee hiave not thought it a part of their duty to present to
ke House, upon this occasion, a formal vindication of the justice and
jpriety of the institution of domestic slavery. 1o do so, would in-
nlre a recognition of the right of those Northern abelitionists to ques-
imit. For this inslitution, the pcople of Kentucky hold themselves
wponsible to no carthly tribunal, but will refer their cause to Him alone,
tough the mysterious dispensations of whose providence, dominion has
leen given to the white man over the black. Ie alone may judge of
iscompatibility with His will; and of its political expediency, we who
vitness its practical operution are best eompetent (o speak.

The Commonwealth of Kentucky, so long as she remains a sovereign
sember of this confederacy, can never permit another State to assail her
beal institutions, much less a combination of private individuals. If the
Sates of this Union were hound together by no common tie; if the
Federal constitution were annihilated, cvery principle of international
bw would still prohibit the citizens of one State from interfering with
e domestic policy of another. How much more forcible, then, is their
tbligation to abstain from such interference, when we are united together
bra common instrument, which guaranties to each State where the in-
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stitution of slavery exists, its perfect inviolability.  Yet the strapg
scene is exhibited to the world, by the abolition socicties, of private .
dividuals combining to effeet that which the States of which they are
members are restrained, by the saered provisions of the constituions]
compact, from attempting.  Had all this been the work of foreign incep.
diavies, meditating the most effectual mode of assading our peace ang
quict, whatever sentiments of indignation may have heen inspired, it
weuld have eaused no surprise. But when it procceds from those with
whom we ar¢ united by every tie which can bind «a people together i
concord and affection, your committee cannot restrain the expression of
surprise and mortification,

Your committee will not deny that recent manifestations of publie
opinion at the North, have inspired them with the gratitying hope, that
the wild and fanatical spirit which guides and direets the conduct of the
abolition socictics, have not yet been imparted to the great body of the
people; yet the history of the world too fatally attests (he deep and ir-
reparable mischicf which may be effected by the organized action of 2
few zcalous enthusiasts, especially when their minds become so heated

Cand sublimated as to imagine themselves the speeial executors of the Di-
vine will. They wust grow and strengthen, and whenever they become
sufficiently numerous to exereise an influence in the political contests by
which a free people are perpetually shaken, the history of the Ameriean
Union, with all the high and glowing visions which now gladden the
heart of the patriot, will have been written.

Whilst, however, your committee have been gratified with the spirit
whieh has charaeterized the numerous and respectable meetings of our
Northern brethren upou this deeply interesting subject, and their en-
phati¢ denunciations of the plans of those misguided fanatics, they would
have been still more gratified had they thought proper to interpose the
more powerlul and ellectual remedy of penal legislation.  But your
committee do not entedtain this hope 3 cnough has transpired to convinee
them, that ander the miserably perverted name of free discussion, these
‘incendiaries will be permitted to scatter their firchrands throughout the
country, with no check but that which may be imposed by the feeble
operation of public opinion.  Your committee are as deeply impressed
with the value of the hich privilege which is secured (o the eitizen by
the constitution of the country-—the right of full and free discussion, as
can be those who are prostituting it to such unhallowed purposes. But
the frecdom of the press is one thing—its licentiousness another; whilst
the one is justly dear to every freeman, the other is the object of deep
reprobation. It cannot be that the right of discussion at the North car-
ries with it the right to excite a portion of the population of a sister State
to rapine and murder.  When the constitution of the country guaranties

“to every citizen the right to publish and speak his opinions upon all sub-
jects, it wiscly fixed the limitation that he shall be responsible for the
abuse of that privilege. Your committec are unable to conccive a grosser
prostitution of the freedom of the press, than the cfforts of the abolition-
ists to stir up a portion of the population of cleven States of this Union
to rebellion and bloodshed. May wE not, however, appeal to the con-
stitution of the land in behalf of the tenure by which we hold our prop-
erty, with the same confidence that they appeal to their constitutional
right of discussion. 'The rights which are sought to be violated by these
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fmatics, are not less sacred by all the sanctions of the charter which
binds us together, than is the unrestricted {reedom of the press, to which
they appeal in vindication of their right to seatter their licentious pro-
ductions among, us.

Your commitiee would assure our brethren at the North, that this
rommonwealth is still animated by the same ardent devotion to the
(nion of these States, which has ever marked her political history 5 but
ey feel that they would be violating the bigh trust reposed in them by
fe House, did they not in terms firm, yet respectful, adinonish them of
fie certain and tremendous consequences which must attend this officious
and dangurous interference with their domestic institutions. If, as your
emaittee fear, all invocation upon the justice of the North be in vain,
remains for the Commonwealth of Kentucky to look to her condition—-
wdeelare to the world her determined resolution to maintain inviolate
ker domestic institutions, and make good that declaration by all the safe-
qaurds which legislation can create.

" Your committee would respectfully recommmend the adoption of the
illowing resolutions:

Resolved by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky,
That this Commenwealth alone has power to regulate and control the
shject of domestic slavery as it exists within her territory ; and any at-
tempt on the part of the Federal Government to interfere with it in any
mener, weuld be at war with the solcinn sanctions of that instrument
which binds us together. .

Resolved, That the General Assembly views with unqualified repro-
tion, the formation of abolition socicties at the North, for the purpose
of drevlating incendiary publications among the slaveholding States of
the Union, as a vivlation ol the original busis of the Mederal compact,
ad caleulatéd to endanger the integrity of this Union.

Resolved, 'That any attempt by Congress to abolish domestic slavery
vithin the District of Columbia, would be regarded by this Common-
wealth as a breach of the implied faith of the nation towards the citizens
o that District, and as a usurpation of power, which, if acquiesced in
by the slaveholding States, must end in the ultimate disregard, by that
body, of the constitutional tenure by which they now hold their property.

Resolved, ‘That our sister States, where domestie slavery cxists, be,
ad they are hereby assured of the carnest co-operation of the State of
Kentucky, to resist, at all hazards, every cfiort to interfere with that
sibject, either by Congress, any State, or combination of private per-
sons,

Resolved, That his Excellency the Licutenant and acting Governor be
tequested to trunsmit a copy of this report and resolutions to the Fxeeu-
live of cach State, und to cach of our Senators and Representatives in
Congress, with a request to said Excceutive to lay the same before their
nespective Legislatures.

INO. L. HELM, Specker of the louse of Representatives.
CYRUS WINGATE, Speaker of the Senate.

Approved 1st March, 1836 : J. T. MOREHEAD.

By the Licutenant and acting Governor:
A. P. COX, Secretary.



