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MESSAGE
PROM

THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,
0N ANSWM

To a resolution of the House calling for copies of instructions given the
commanding offers of the squadronfor the suppression of the slave-
trade on-the African coast, 4cc.; and copies of instructions given by the
British Government to their squadron.

MAY 22,1844.
Read, and laid upon the table.

7b the House of Representatives of the United States:
In answer to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 3d of

January last, requesting the President of the United States "to cause to be
communicated to that House copies of all the instructions given to the'
commanding officers of the squadron,. stipulated by the treaty with Great
Britain of the 9th of August, 1342, to be kept on the coast of Africa for the
suppression of the slave-trade ;" and " also, copies of the instructions given
by the British Government to their squadron, stipulated by the same treaty,
it such instructions have been communicated to this Government," I have
to inform the House of Representatives that, in my opinion, it would be in-
compatible with the public interests to communicate to that bddy, at this
time, copies of the instructions referred to.

JOHN TYLER.-
WASHINGTON, May 18, 1844.
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