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To the Speaker of the House of Representatives
of the United States:

The Convention concluded anq signed at St. Petersburg, on the
12th day of July last, under the mediation of His Imperial Majesty
the Emperor of all the Russias, having been ratified by the three pow-
ers, parties thereto, and the ratifications of the same having been
duly exchanged, copies of it are now communicated to Congress, to;
the end that the measures for carrying it, on the part of the United
States, into execution, may obtain the co-operation of the Legislaturc.
necessary to the accomplishment of some of its provisions. A trans.
nation is subjoined of the three explanatory documents, in the French
language, referred to in the fourth article of the Convention, and an-
nexed to it. The agreement executed at the exchange of the ratifi
nations is likewise communicated.

.JAMES MONROE.
Washinmton, 16th JAnvary. 182'.
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.

WHEREAS a Convention between the United States of Amd-
rica and his Britannic Majesty was concluded and signed at St. Pc-
tersburg, under the mediation of the Emperor of all the Russias, on
the twelfth day of July last, by the respective Plenipotentiaries of the
threq powers: And whereas the said Convention has been by them
duly ratified, and the respective ratifications of the same were ex-
changed atWashington, on the tenth day of the present month, by
JOHN QuINcY ADAMS, Secretary of State of the United States,
the Right Honorable STRATFORD CANNING, Envoy Extraordinary
and Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty, and Mr.
GEORGE ELLISEN, Clia'gC d'Affaires of his Imperial Majesty the
Emperor of all the Russias, on the part of their several governments:
Which Convention is in the words following, to wvit:

In the name of the most holy and
inidivisible Trinity:

The President of the United
States of America, and His Majesty
the King of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland, having
agreed, in pursuance of the fifth ar-
ticle ofthe Convention concluded at
London on thle 290th day of October,
1818, to refer the tlifferences which
had arisen between the twvo guvern-
mnents, upon the true constructiou
and meaning of the first article (it'
thle 'Treaty of Peace and Ar nity,
concluded at Ghent on the 24th dtay
of D)eceniber, 1.814, to the friendly
arbitrat.oll of His Majesty the£ En -
per()i of' Z 1.1 1 he IRussnls, lnutuaflI v

Au nom. de la trt~s-sainte et in-
divisible Trinrzte:

Le President des Etats-Unis
d'Am0rique, et Sa Mfajest6 le Roi
du Royaubne uni de la Grande Bre-
tafgne ct (le l'lrlande, a; ant dkcid&
d'un corimun accord en consc-
eucnce (do l'article V. (le la Conven-

tion conclude 4I Londres IC 20 Octo-
bre, 1818, que les diff'trends qui so
sont 6lev6s entre les deux gouverne-
miens sur Ia construction et le vrai
senls dull Lu- article du T'rnit6 de paix
et, Ikamitij, conclu h Gand le 24
1e: embre, 181-4, seraient dtfiur6is at
laz bitrage ainieal tie Sa Majeste
lVE'Epercur de toutes Ies ltussie:.
s!ftaiit eo outi e ern ages r1!ci1:uqut -
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engaging to consider his decision as
final and conclusive: And his said
Imperial Majesty havinD, after due
consideration, given his decision
upon these differences in the follow-
ing terms, to wit:

"Thatrthe United States of Ame-
"rica are entitled to claim from
"Great Britain a just indemnifica-
tion for all private property, which

" the British forces may have car-
ried away; and 'a the question,

"relates to slaves more especially,
" for all the slaves that the British
"forces may have carried away
"from places and territories of
"which the Treaty stipulates the
"restitution, in quitting these same
"places and territories."
"That the United States are en-
titled to consider as having been

" so carried away, all such slaves as
"may have been transferred from
"the above mentioned territories to
" British vessels within the waters
"of the said territories, and who for
"this reason may not have been re-
"stored."
"But that, if there should be any

'Amnerican slaves who were carried
"away from territories of which the
"first article of the Treaty of Ghent
"has not stipulated the restitution
to the United States, the United

"States are not entitled to claim
" an in(lemnificatioa for the said
61 slaves:"'
Now, for the purpose of carrying

into effect this award of llis Impe-
rial Majesty, as arbitrator, his good
offices have been farther invokied to
assistt in framitig such Convention or
Articles of Agreement between tile
United States of America and HIis
.Britannic Majesty, as shall provide
the mode of ascertaining, and deter-
mining the value of slaves amid of
o)ther Private property, which inay
htave beeu crrie(l awa) in contr. -
vention of thle Treaty of Ghent, amid
for which indentniticatiomn is to be
made to the citizens of(t'the Uiited
stat'sJin virtue oflliVlsmiperial !la-

mnent i regarder sa decision comme
finale et definitive: -et Sa Majeste
Imperiale apres mitre consideration,
ayant 6mis cette decision dans les
termnes suivans:

"Que les Etats-Unis d'Am6rique
"sont en droit de reclamer de la
"Grand Bretagne une juste indem-
"nit6 pour toutes les Fropri~tes par-
"ticulieres que les forces Britan-
" niques auroient emportees; et
"comrne il s'agit plus spbcialemenlt
"d'esclaves, pour tous Ies enclaves
que les forces Britanniques au-
"roient emmenes des lieux et terri-
"C toires dont le traits stip'ule la res-
"'titution, en quittant ces memes
"lieux et ternitoires."

".Que les Etats-Unis sont en droit
"de regarder comme emmenes tous
"ceux de ces esclaves qui, des ter-
"ritoires indiqubs cidessus auroient

et6 transportes i bord de vais-
"seaux Britanniques mouill6s dans
"les eaux des dits territoires, et Jui
":par ce motif n'auroient pas ete
" restitues."

"tMais jue s'il y a des esclaves
'Americamns emmen6s de terri-
"toires dont l'article lr du trait
" de Gand n'a pas stipul. la restitu-

tion aux Etats-Unis, les Etats-
"Unis pe sont pas en droit (le r6-
"dlamer une indemnit6 pour les
ditss esclaves:"

Comme il s'agit iipresenttde met-
tre cette sentence arbitrale ii execu-
tion, les bions offices de Sa Majeste'
Finperiale ont Wte encore invoques,
afin qu'une convention arret~e entree
les Etats-Unis et Sa Ma est6 Bri-
tanniqnue stipulitt les articles d'un
accord( piropre . etablir d'une part,
le inode at suivre pour fixer et de-
termninel la valeur des esclaves ou
autres propriktes privkcs qui au-
ruient k6 emmenes en contraven-
tion au Trait6 de Gand, et pour
les(quels les citoyens des Etats-Unis
auraiemit droit de rk'clamer une in-
deiummiti iii vetu de la decision ci-
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jesty's said award, and shall secure
compensation to the sufferers for
theirlosses, so ascertained and deter-
mined. And His Imperial Majesty
has consented to lend his media-
tion for the above purpose, and has
constituted and appointed CHARLES
ROBERT CouNr NESSELRODE, Ifis
Imperial Majesty's Privy Coun-
sellor, Member of the Council of
State, Secretary of State directing
the Imperial Department of Foreigrn
Affairs, Chamberlain, Knight of t&e
order of Saint Alexander Nevsky,
Grand Cross of the order of Saint
Vladimir of the first class, Knight
of that of the White Engle of P
land, Grand Cross of tho order ofSt.
Stephen of Hungary, of the Black
and of the Red Eagle of Prussia, of
the Legion of Honor of France, of
Charles III. of Spain, of St. Ferdi-
nand and of Merit of Naples, of the
Annunciation of Sardinia, of the
Polar Star of Sweden, of the Ele-
phant of Denmark, of the Golden
'agle of Wirtemberg, of Fidelity of
Baden, of St. Constantine of Purina,
and of Guelph of Hlaiiover; and
JOHN COUNT CAPODISTRIAS, His
Imperial Majesty's Privy Counsel-
lor and Secretary of State, Knight
of the order of St. Alexander Nev-
sky, Grand Cross of the order of St.
Vladimir of the first class, Kni-ht
of that of the White Eagle of 'o-
land, Grand Cross of the order of
St. Stephen of Hung-ary, of the
Black and of the IRed Eagle of
Prussia, of the Legion of Honour of
France, of Charles. Il. of Spain, of
St. Ferdinand and of Merit of Na-
ples, of St. Maurice and of St. La-
zarus of Sardinia, of the Elephant of
I)enmark, of Fidelity and of the
Lion of Zithiringen of Baden,
Burher of the Canton of Vaud, aud
also of the Canton and ofthe Rte-
public of Geneva, as his Plenipoten-
tiaries to treat, adjust, and conclude
such Articles of Agreelnent as may
Aerid to the attainment of the above
mentioned end, with the Plenipo-

7

dessus mentionn6e de Sa Majest6
Imp riale; de l'autre lk assurer un
d ommageement aux individus qui
ont support les pertes qu'il s'agit
de v6nfier et d'6valuer. Sa Majebt6
Imperiale a consent a preter sa
mediation pour le (lit objet, et a
fondU et nomm6 le Sicur CHARLES
ROBERT COIMTE DE NESSELRODE,
Son Conseiller prive, Memnbre du
Conseil d'Etat, Secr6taire d'Etat
dirigeant le Ministere des Affaires
Etrangr.res, Chambellan actuel, Che-
valier de l'ordre tic St. Alexandre
Nevsky, Grand Croix de l'ordrc de
St. W a imnir de la ire classe, Che-
valier de celui de I'A gle Blanc de
Pologne, Grand Croix Ye I'ordre de
St. Etienne de Hongrie, de l'Airlc
Noir et (le I'Aigle Rouge de Prusse,
de la Legion (I'Honneur de France,
(le Charles III. d'Espagmme, de St.
Ferdinand et du Mertc *le Naples,
(le l'Annonciade de Sardaigne, de
1Itoile Polaire (Ie Sutlde, (le I'J316-
pliant de Dannemnarc, de l'Aile d'or
de Wliirteinberg,, de la Fi(d'litc' de
Bade, de St. Coestantin de Parnic,
et des Guelfes de Hahovre; et le
Sieur JEAN COMIT1E DrE CAPODIS-
'rRIAS, Son ConsllAler priv6 et Scc-
retaire d'Etat, (Chevalier (Ie l'ordre
de St. Alexandre Nevsky, Grand
Croix de l'ordre de Svt.

s

ladimir
de la ire classe, Chevalier (le celiui
(Cle l'Aiwle Blanc (e PoIo'ne, Grand
Croix ?e l'ordre (le St. ,tienne (le
lHongrie, de l'AigleNoir ct de l'Aigle
Rouge de Prusse,de laLUion d'Hon-
neur de Firance; de (harles III.-
ld'Es~pamie, de St. Fcrdinand et du
M6 rmte (IC Naples, des Sts. Maurice
et Lazare de Sardaigne, de l'Ele-
pliant (lC Dannernarc, Ide la Fid6lit6
et du Lion (le Zfthringen (le Bade,
Bourgeois du Canton de Vaud, ainsi
qOue du Canton et de lna Rpublique
(ic Genve, pour ses 1l6nipoten-
tiaires it l'ele}t dle negocier, repgler et
conclure tels articles d'un accord
(ui pourraient fair attcinidre Ia fin
indique 1lu)s haut,;conjointernent
avec les Plcnipotentiaires (les Etats-
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teitiarids of the United States. and Unis et de Sa Majesth Britannique,
of His Britannic Majesty; that is'to savoir de la part du President des
say: on the part of the President'of Etats-Unia, de.avis..etdu conseute-
the United States,. with the advice ment-de leur Senat, leSi'eur IEN-rii
and' consent of the' Senate thereof, MIDDLETON, citoyen des dits Et'ats-
HEN-RY' MLDDLkETOx a citizen of. the Unis.. et leur.Envoy. Extraordinaiie
said Uiited: States andtheir Envoy et.Ministre PlnipoteDntiaire.pre Sa
Extraordinary and Minister Plent- Maieste imuperiaIe, et de la part die
potentiary to His MaJesty the Em- Sa Majest6 le Roi du -Roysaume Uni
peror of all the Russias: and on the de la Grande Bretagne. et de l'Ir-
parrt of 'His Maje-t;1 the lin of the lande, le tris honorable Sir CHARLES
United Kio-dom of Greatritain BAGoT, Pun des.'.membres du' tes
and LJeianf, the Right .Honorable honorable:Co0nseil prip de SaMa-
Sir HARsLES -BAGOT, one .of His jester, Chevalier Grand Croix du
Av.jesty's most honorable .. Privy tr&shonorable ordre du Bain et son
council, Knight Grand.Cross of-the. Ambassadeur . Extraordixnaire' et
most honorable 'order oof' the Bath, Pllipotentiaire pres Sa Majeste
end His. Majesty's Ambassador Ex- Imnpriale: lesquels 'Pl6nipoten-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary to tiaires, apres s' tre reciproquement
His Majesty theEmperor of all the communique leurs pleinpouvoirs .re-
Rissias. And the, said Plenipoten- spectifs, 'trouves" en bone et' diue
tiaries, after a reciprocal communi- forme, sont convenus des articles
cation oftheir respectivefull powers, suivants:
found. in. good and-due form, have
agreed upon the following arficlas:

ARTICLE. I. ARTICLE I.

For the pupose' of ascertaining Pour verifier et:deftermiier le
and determining the. amount of in- montant de'l'inid'eni qui pourra
demnification-whi~i may- be due to etre dfe aiix ciftoyens -des Etats
citiziseof theUnited ;States`under Unis par suite de la decision, de Sa
tie'decision-of.his Impeial Majesty, Majest Impeiaie, 'deux, comiftis-
'two iComiiissione &,aidtwo -Arb saires etdeux arbitres. sesront nim-
trators shall be ,,a in the .nms de la.maniere suivante, savoir:
manner' followingg;: tl [to say: Un commissaire et un arbitri serout
one. commissioner, and-oie arbitra- nomme's et accridit~si: par le PWrsi-
.edr'sh'all'binominate aud:. appjoint- dent des Etats Unis,.de l'avis.et du
'e'd-'byhe Presidenifof.the Unitea co'nsentement de leur-Snat; l'autre
Staktes'of Amnerica,.b,4y, ,and withthgk conmmissaire etlPautre aritreseront
advice and consent of the Senai nomm~ spar SaMajest4.0Brtannique.
therioof;, and one commissioner and Les deux .commissairea et lesdeux
one .arbitrator shall be appointed .by arbitres,.ainsi nonme's, se .runront
his Dritannic Majesty. And the enConseil, ettiendrontleursseances
tw'ocomiiiissiotners and two arbitra- dans la vyile de Washington. Es
tors, thus. appointed., shall meet and auront le pouvoir. de choisir U1 Se-
hold theirsittings as a-Board in the cretaire, et. av~nt de proceder au
City of' Washington. They. shall travail de lavcommission, ils devront
havc power to appoint a.. Secretary, preterr.pei tivemeht et en presence
.and before proc-eeding .to the other les unsn.3s autres, Ie serment-ou
buesiness'of the commlission, they Vaffirmation. qui suit, et ces.erent
shall,-respectively, take the follow- ou affirmatioD prke' 6C ormnellemeknt
ing oath (or affirmation) in the pre- attested fera -prtie du protocole de
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sence of each other. Which oath or
atfir ation, beingr so taken, and duly
attested, shall be entered on the re-
cord of their proceedings; that is to
say: "1, A B, one of the commis-
"sioners (or arbitrators, as the case
"may be,) appointed in pursuance
"of thc convention concluded at St.
Petersburg on the22-th day of Jl......
one thousand eight hundred and

"twenty-two, between his Majcsty
"the Emperor of all the Russias, the
"U. States of America, and his Bri-
tannic Majesty, do solemnly swear
(or affirrmj that I will diligently,
impartially, anti care fully examine,

"and, to the best of my judgment,
according, to justice and equity,

"decide all matters submitted to Ime
" as commissioner (or arbitrator, as

the case miay be,) under the said
"convention."

All vacancies occurring by dedtth
or otherwise shall be filled up in the
manner of the original aplointinent,
and the new commissioners or arbi-
trators shall take the sacme oath or
affirmation, and perform the same
duties.

ARTICLE II.

If, at the first meeting of this board,
the governments ofthe, ; nited States
andeof Great Britain shall not have
anoreed upon an average value, to be
aflowed as compensation for each
slave for wvlom indemnniication may
be due; then, and in that case, tihe
commissioners and arbitrators shall
conjointly proceed to examine the
testimony which shall be produced
under the authority of tde President
of the United States, together with,
such other competent testimony as
they may see cause to require or al-
low, going to prove the true value or
slaves at the period of the exchange
of the ratifications of the treaty of
Ghent; and.uporr the evidence so ob-
tained, they slhall agree upon and fix
the average value. But in case that a

2

leurs actes et sera coiilu ainsi qu'il
suit: "Moi A B, lPun des commis-
"saires (ou arbitres, suivant le cas,)
"nomm6s en execution de la con-
"vention conclue bt St. Peters-

burg, le in il-huit-cent.
Vingt et deux, entre Sa Ma-
jest. L'Emnpereur (le toutes les
Russies, les Etats-Unis d'Am6r-
ique, et Sa MajestW Britanniquu
jiure ou affirme solennellement que
j'exaniinerai avec diligence, im-
partialitil et sollicitude, et qie Je
6dciderai dlapres mon mneilleur
entendement et en toute justice
et quite, toutes les r clamations
qui mc seront def6r6es en ma
quality tc commissaire (ou d'ar-
bitre, suivant le cas,) i la suite de

"la dite convention."

Lcs vacances causes par la mort
ou autrenient, seront remuplies de la
mamne marie.re u'au moment de la
nomination primitive, et les nouveau
coinmnissaires ou arbitres devront
plreter le uieme sernment ou affirma-
tion, et s'acquitter des monees de-
voils.

ARTICLE II.

Si lors de la premircreunion de
cc conseil, le gouvernement des
Etats-Unis et ccliii de la Grande
Breiawrie ne sont point parvenus 1'
d6term'iiner d(un commune accord la
valeur nmoyenne qui *devra etre as-
signec comnme compensation pour
chaqlue esclave, pour lequel it aera
d uric inidemnit6, dans ce cas les
commnissaires et les arbitres proce-
deronit conjointement it l'examen de
tous les t mnoignages qui leur seront
)L-esertes par oradre du Pr6sident
(les EtatsslUnis, ainsi que de tous
les autres t6inoigiiaes valables
(ju'ils croiront devoir requerir ou
adinettre dans la vue d'arreter la
veritable valour des esclaves ;
l'Npoque de l'i change des ratifica-
tioni* du traits de Gand3 et d'apres

9
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majority of the board of commission-
ers andf arbitrators should not be
able to agree respecting SrS cl average
value, then and in that case, recourse
shall be had. t. the arbitration of the
ininister or other ageut of the inced iat-
ing power, accredited to thc govern-
nieiit of the United States. A state-
merit of the cvi(lence produced, and
of thie proceedings of the board
thereulpon, shall be communicated to
the said minister or agent, and his
decision, founded upoD such evi-
diince and proceedings, shall lie final
an(d conclusive. And the said ave-
ra.gevc lue, %when fixed al(] deter-
minodl h;' eittier of the th iee.before
Inlc ti .olinomethods, shall in all iases
Sert't ;IS a rtle fir the conimpelsation
to he :rw'.eil fo.r coach aid( every
shivo, fri whom it mav afterwN;rlds
be found that indeemnification is (due.

ARTICLE 11.

When the average value of slaves
shall have been ascertailned and fix-
cd, the t ro coininissioners shall coii-
stitute a board for the examination
of the claimiis which are to be sul-
mitted to then, and thev shall no-
tifv to the Secretary of SDtalt of tile
United Statli", that ilcy are ready to
receive a definitive list. of the slain es
and other piRvate properrty, fir
Mhich the citizens of tfle United
States clain imideinnification; it be-
ing, understood and hereby agreed
that the commission shall niot take
cognizance of, nor receive, and that
his Britannic majesty shall not be
required to make comipensatiori for
any claims for private property un-
der the first article of the treaty of
Ghent, not contained in the said list.
And his Britannic majesty hereby
engages to cause to be produced be-
fore the commission, as material to-
wards ascertaining facts, all the evi-

les preuves qu'ii5 auront ainsi ob-
tenlleS, ils 6tabliront et fixeroiit la
sustlite valeur moyenne. Dans le
cas oii la majority du conseil dtes
coinninissaires et arbitres ne pourroit
- as s'accorder sur cette valeur pro-
portionnelle, alors on aura recours ht
I 'arbitra,,e du miriistre ou autre
agent die la puissance inceliatrice
accredits auprcs du goutverneinent
des lEtats-Unis. 'routes les preuves
proluites et tous Ics actes des olp-
rations du conseil it cc sujet, lui
seront conmmurliques et la d6cisioi,

*Ic cc nministre ou agent, base,
conlIIIC il *ient dl'etre (lit, Sum, ces
pr'(tes et sur les actes de ces op6-
rations, sera regard e comme finale
et (ldlfiiitive. C'est sur Ia valcur
inoveinmo' fix6c par tin (lestroislmodes

;menitionnes ci-dessus, que devra
Otrcgle e en tout ktat (le cause la
coim~er~l.iOtiloii rjui Sera accoirdie pour
clhaq uv eselave potirIeq(ltiel onl re-
conlimitl.tra par a Sulite, ut.ule11C in-
deinlllite' est diie.

ARTICLE III.

Lorsquc Ie l)rorata aura 6te ainsi
arrvtil, ivs deux coimimissaires se
coostit neroIlt eVi COnsCil pOUI' I 'exa-
men des rckclamations qu i leur se-
rilot sou inlises, et ils i otifieront au
Svmrretaire (i 1tat des EItnts-Uinis,
rill'ihs sont ret9s h recevoir la liste
de-finitive des esclaes et autres
p1)prielt6s 1)rivcsp'iir lesquels les
citovtlS1n ie lEmrats-Uliis reclatnent
uine indemniter . 11 est entendu que
les conuiiiissaiies ieC sauroient exa-
rminer ni recevoir, et quei Sra Ma jest6
B1ritainiqui( fie saul oit, enlertu ldes
clauses de I article ler. dU trait6 de
Gand, bonifir aiucunc pr6tention,
qu lie seroit pas port~e sur la (lite
listed. Sa majest.lBritanniquc s'en-
gage l'autire part ht ordonner, que
tous les temoignages fluc son gou-
verneinent peut avoir acquis par les
rapports des ofliciers de sa dite ma-
jest6 ou par tout autre canal sur le
itonubre des esclaves emmenms, sov-
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deuce of which his majesty's go-
vcrnmcnt may be in possession, by
returns from his majesty's officers
or otherwise, of the lumber of slaves
carried away. But the evidence so
produced, or its defectiveness, shall
not go in bar of any claimn or claims
which shall be otherwise satisfac-
torily authenticated.

ARTICLE IV.

The two Commissioners are here-
by empowered and required to go in-
to an examination of all thle c'ilins
subillitted, through thle above-mlell-
tioned list, by the owners of slaves
or other property, or by their lawful
attorneys or representatives, aldl to
determine the same, respectivel y, ac*
cor(dinlr to the merits of the several
cases, under the rule of the Imperial
decision herein above recited, and
having reference, if need there bee,
to the explanatory documents hiere-
unto annexed, marked A and B.-
And ill considering such clajins, the
Commissioners are empowered, and
required, to examine, on oath, or af-
firmationj, all such persons as shall
comie before them, touching the real
number of the slaves, or value of
other property., for which indeminifi-
cation is claimed: and, also, to re-
ceive in evidence, according as they
may think consistent wvith equity anld
justice, Written depositions oEpa-
pers; such (lepositiollS or pat ers e-
ing duly authenticated, either ac-
cordii,- to existin, le-al f~rwns, or ill
such other manner as tile said Coin-
missioners shall see cause to require
or allow.

ARTICLE V.

In the event of tlme two comnnims-
sioners not agreeing in any partictu-
lar case under examination, or of
their disagreement Upon alln(ques-
tioln vhLich llayI result fromu1 the Kti-
pulations of tllis Conv1'tentiOnl, Lthen
wrnd ill thiat raise Illev sll(lldraIwV h

ent mis sous les youx des comn-is-
saires, afin de contribute Zi. la v6eifi-
cation des faits. Mais soit que ces
temnoignalges vieniient .6tre produits,
soit qu-ils inanqsuent, cette circon-
stance nie pourra porter prejudice i
untle r6clamation ouaux reclamations
qui par une autre voice seront legiti-
mnees ('urle mnani6.rc satisfaisante.

ARTICLE IV.

Les deux Coinmissaires sont au-
torises et charg,;:s d'entrer dans l'ex-
a ene touted les reclamations qui
leur seront souinises au moycn de la
liste ci-(lessus melltiollnle, par les
propr'ietaires (l'esclaves ou les pos-
sesseurs (l'autres proprriktes, out par
les pi-fcureurs ou mandataires (le
celux-ci, et t prol!llcer sUIr ces ricla-
inationis suivant le de-r6 de leur me-
rite, la lettre do la dmlcision Imnpe.
riale cit e p)lus haut, et en cas de
bosoin la teneur des documiens ci-
, xisXc ct cot6s A et B. hn consi-
(d(!rant les (lites rmclaniations, les
Cominissaires sont autorisi s it inter-
peller sous sermnent on affirmation
tclle personne qui se presenlterait 4
cux, concernant le vinritable nombre
tLies esclaves ou ia valour de toute
autre proprie ete purrlacluelle il serait
rkclane ulne inmellitn ; ils sont au-
torist6s (le minume it recevoir autant
qn0' ils le. julreront conform ine it l'cqui-
to et it la justice, toutes les d6posi-
tiolns ecriLes, qui seraient dueniemt
leg6itimees soit d-'aprs les forin-s Cx-
istamites, voulues Palr la loi, soit danis
tout autre mode que lIs (lits Comn-
miniisirveS auraient lieu d'exiger ou
d 'ad1 noett ie.

ARTICLE V.

Si les (leux commissaires ne par-
viennetit pas it s'accordler stir une
des reclamllatiolls q1ui seront souoni-
scs I CuLr Cxalltell, ou s'ils different
(dopi union sur unle question resultant
dte la I.I'pserite convention, alors 'il
tnJerullt all sort le nomn ulnl (les;deux

11
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lot the name of one of the two arbi-
trators, who, after having given (lue
consideration to the matter contest-
ed, shall consult with the commis-
sioners, and a final decision shall be
given, conformably to the opinion of
the majority of the two commission-
ers, and of tlle arbitrator so d(rawn by
lot. And the arbitrator, when so
acting with the two coimimissioners,
shallte bound in all respects lby the
rules of proceed ing enjoined 1)b the
fourth article of this convention upon
the commissioners, antd shall be vest-
ed with the same powers, and be
deemed,for tiatcase, a comin nnsioner.

ARTICLE VI.

The decision of the two cniinis-
sioners, or of the miajority of the
board, as constituted by the. preced-
ing article, shall in all cases oe final
and conclusive, whether as to niiii-
ber, t-ie value, or the owvnership of
the slaves, or other property , for
which indemnification is to be m-lade.
And his Britannic Majesty engages
to cause the sum awarded to' each
and every owner in lieu of his slave
or slaves, or other property, to l)e
paid in specie, without deduction, at
such time or times, and at such place
or places, as shall be awarded by the
said commnissioners, and on conili-
tion of such releases or assigniments
to be given, as they shall direct: pro-
vided, that no such payments shall
be fixed to take place sooner thin
twelve months from the dav of the
exchange of the ratifications of thiis
convention.

ARTICLE Vi1.

It is farther agreed, that the coin-
nissioners and arbitrators shall bu
respectively paid in such inanner as
shall be settled between thie govern-
ments of the United States a(Id

arbitres, leqluel aprt's avoir pris en-
inure d6libtration l'olbjet en litige,
le discutera avec les commissaires.
La decision finale sera prise ci)n-
form6ioent iL lopinion dela nilajorit6
des deux commissaires et doe iarhi-
tre tiri au sort. Dans des cas sem-
blables 1'arbitre sera tenu de iro-
ce(ler aL tous &,gards d'apres les reg-
les prescrites aux comnmissaires par
le 4mc article (ie la pr6sente con-
vention. II sera investi (les inline,
pouvoirs et cense pour le moment
failr les m1nmes fonctions.

ARTICLE VI.

La d6cisioin des deuix comnmis-
saires ou celle de la majorit(e (lit con-
seil lorm6 ainsi qtf'il a 6t: (lit en
lParticle precedent, sera (lains tous
les cas finale et definitive, soit rcla-
tinvemnent. al nombre et *i la valeur,
soit pour la verificatiomi (le la pro-
priet;, des csclaves ou (le tout autre
bien meuble priv6, pour sequel il se-
ra rt-ciame uine indeemnit6. Et Sa
.Majest6 Britanniqlue pren(d Pen-
,gagement riuc la somme adju!;ce h
c lia1ue lproprietaire en place de son
esclave ou (IC ses osclaves, ou de
touIm autre proplit:te, scra pay6e en
eplwl s salns deduction, ;i tel teams
ll .i tels terines; et dlans tel lieu ou
tels endroits, 1ue0 l auront prononce
les dlit. coininissaires et soUs clause
Ihe tclles exenil)tions on assignations,
(i iis 'aluront arretl: I)o rvu seule-
nielint rjsiiil tie soit pas fix6 pour ces

l)aieinens (le terilme plus rapproch6
(ILiC celiii dIC douizC Mnois ht partir du.
djolltic h X,; des ratifications
le la presented convention,

AR'I'ICLE VII.

11 est convene en outre, que les
c(iniumissaires et ai'bitrcs recevront
le lpart et d au tre tin traiteoi ent,
lont les (;ouvvileitnens d(1s E tats-
Unis et de Sa MajestcIBritannique
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Great Britain, at the time of the ex-
change of the ratifications of this
convention. And all other expen-
ses attending the execution of the
commission, shall be defiayed joint-
l by tlhe United States and Hlis9ritannic Majesty, the same being,
previously ascertained and allowed
by the majority of the board.

ARTICLE VIII.

A certified copy of this conven-
tion, when duly ratified by lHis MNa-
jesty the Eiperor of all the Rus-
sias, Iv the President of the United
States, bv and with the advice and
consent of their Senate, and by HIi
Britannic Majesty, shall be deliver
ed by each of the contracting par-
ties, respectively, to the miini',ter or
other agent of the mnediating pow-
er, accredited to the government of
the United ';tates, as soor. nas vay
be after the ratifications shiall lhave
been exchang-ed, which last shall be
elected at Washington, in Six
months from the date hereof, or
sooner if possible.
In faith whereof, the respective

Plenipotentiaries have signed this
Convention, drawn up in twvo lan-
guages, and have hereunto affixed
their seals.
Done in triplicate, at St. Peters-
buro-.thi rit of June

one thousand eight hundred
and twenty-two.

(L. S.)
(L. S.)
(L. S.)
(L. S.)

is

se reservent de determiner le mon-
tant et le mode hi l'epoque ile l'6-
change des ratifications de la pre-
sente convention. Tioutes les aai-
tres depenses qui acconmpagneront
les travaux tie In commission seront
slupport6es conjointement par les
Etats-Unis et par Sa Majest4 Bri-
tannique. Ces dlpenses devront
d'ailleurs etre au prealable verifiees
et adinises par la maj oriti du conseil.

ARTICLE VIII.

Lorsque la pr6sente convention
aura 6te duement ratifiee par Sa

iajeste Irnypiale, par le President
des Etats-Unii de lPavis ct du conf-
sentemnent (le leur Senat, et par S:
Majest6 Britannique, une copie vi-
(linmee en sera delivree par chacune
des parties contractantes au minis-
tre ou autre agent de la puissance
m6diatrkce, accr6dite pros le Gou-
vrneilnent des Etats-U'nis, et cela
le jluti~tque faire se pourra, apres
que les ratifications auront et
tkchang6es: cette dernire formality
sera reniplie it Washinatoll, dan&
l'espace de six niois, deta date ci-
dessous, ou plutit s'il est possible.
En foi de quoi, kes Pl6nipotenti-

aires, respectifs ont signed la pre-
sente Convention et y out appose re-
spectivement le cachet de leurs
armes,

Fait triple ; St. Pktersbourg,
15i Juiikt,clnJtuin, de.leanneux. l-huit-
cent-vinirt et deux.

NIESSELRODE,
CAPODISTRIAS,
HENRY MIDD)LIUTON.
CHARLES BAGOT.



14 tso ]
A.

Le Soussigne' Secretaire ('}Etatfiri-eant le Ministere Imperiale des af-
faires tranmrercs a lihonneur (le comnmuniqucr wt 'Monsieur (le Middleton,
Envoy6 Extraordinailre et Mfinistre 1P16nipotentiaire des Etats Unis d'A-
ineriflue, l'o pinion que 1',Empereur, Soii Maitre, a cru devoir expriner
sur P'objet des(lisd i&-renlds qui se sont Mlev6s entree les Etats Unis et la
Grantde Bretaogne, relativeinent .t F'interprktatioii dC l'Articlc premier du
Trait6 (lc Gand.

Nlonsieur (le Mid(dleton est invit6c. ' consilierer cette opinion comme la
decision arbitrale (denian(dee a. I lnpereur par les deux Puissances.

11 se rappellera sans d*ote, (julaussi bien *3Ue le Pl4nipotentiaire de S.
M. Biritannique, if a (Ians toissse 10mnioircs principaletnent insisted sur
le sens graminatical (lI 1' Art. I. dlu Trrait, de Gand, et que lueme dans
sa note du 24 Novembre, 1821, il a formellemnent dkclar-6 que c'tuoit
sur la 8sigfclio(diofl des mols dlny lc xexte (c 1'arliclc Ill qu'il eaistc, que de-
voit se f'bidcer la Iectsion de Sa Mit jcsi6 liperiale.
La inelne d6claration 6tant consignee daiis la note dii Plenipotentiaire

Britannique en date ciul Octobre, 1821, L'Emnpereur n'a fait que
se conformer alux vutix enonces par les deux Parties, en vouant toute Son
attention .i. l'exanientle la qruestion grainniaticale.

L'opinion ci-desstis nientiobnnlie fera connoitre la maniere *lont Sa Ma-
jeste lmpi6riale juge octte question, et afin que le Cabinet de Washington
connoissc egalenient les niotif& sur lesquels se fonde le jugement de L'Ern-
pereur, le SOUsigfl_ joint atla presente, un extrait (le quelques observa-
tions, sur le sens iilttrfla(e 'tIArticle premiier dIu Traite de Gand.

Sous cc rapport, L'IlnpeNeur s'est born6 at suivre les r6gles de la lan-
gue employee planss la redaction de lacte, par lequel les (leux Puissances
ont r6clame son arbitrage, et dd61ini 1' objet de leur dlil~crend.

C'est unifquemncot it l'attoriW de ces regles, que Sa Majest6 Imperiale
a cru devoir olkiir et Son Avis iie pouvoit (qu'en etre Ia consequence rigou-
z-usC et n6cessaire.
Le Soussign-' saisit avec empicssement cette occasion, pour r6it(rer i

Monsieur de siddelcton les assurainces (le sa consideraton tris-distin-uee.
St. I'e'Irslbourg, cc 22 dvril, 1822.

NESSELRODE.
A MONSIlUn DE MIDDLYT1ON, &C. &C.

A.

Opinuiow de Sa MIajesl6 lInperiale.
[nvit6 par Ics Etats-Unis d'Ani6-ique et par la C rande Bretagrne il

6niettre une opilnioll, coinine aMbitre daris les dillerends (ui se sont i IeNTs
entre ces deux lPuissarces, ail Sujet dIc P'iuterpretation (e P'article preinier
du Trait6' yu'elles ont conclu Gandl, Ic 24 Dkeembre, 1814, I'Einpereur
a pris connoissance de tous les actes, m(ninoires et notes oil les Planipoten-
tiaires respeclirs ont expose a Son Mfinistire dies aihires f;tran_-res, les
argtimens cque chacunCle1ls parties en litige fait valoir ;. I'appui tle l'inter
pretatiomn (Iq' 6lle donuc an (lit article.
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Apr~s avoir murement pes6 les observations d6vel6pples de part et
,1 autre:consid6rant que lc Plenipotentiaire Amji6ricain et lePlcP poten-
tiaire Britannique ont dcmand6 (luc la discussion ffit close, considerant
que le premier dans sa note du 4j Novemibre, 18i21, et le second dans sa

notc du T, Octobre, (le la innmic annec, ont d6clar6, que c'cst sur la con-

.t1rucfion du texte de article, tel qu'il existrP, que la decision arbitrale doit
se tender, et que 1'tun et I'autre W'ont ilvo(que (que comhrne moyens subsi-
diaires, les 1lrincil)es g6n6raux de droit des gens et dle droit maritime.
L'Einpereur est d'avis, "que cc nest (ue dl'apres le sells litt6ral et

gramnmatical de I'article 1, du traits de Gand que la question peut Citre
dlecidee."'
Quant au sens litt6ral et grammatical (e P'article 1, d*u traits de Gand.
Consid6rant que la p6riode sur la signification le la quelle il s'616ve deg

routes, est coustruite ainsi qu'il suit.
!'rous les territoires, licux et possessions juelconqucs, pris par l'une

(les parties stI l'autrc, (durant la guerre, ou qui pourroient etre priS aprIs
Ia signature du present trait6, hi exception seulement des isles ci-dessous
lU'ntijionnees, seront rendus sans (16lai et sans faire d(ltruire ou importer
aucune partic dle 'artilleric ou autre proprikt6 publiique origiiiremcent
prise dan.9 Ics dits forts ct liutex ct qui s'y trouvera aut moment de l'change
dels ra'tfi-latwols duitrajiP, otl aucuns esclaves OU autres proprictes privies.
IEt totus archiives, registlres, actes et papielrs, suit (I'une nature publique oa
appartenants des particuliers, liui (atls le course (IC Ia guerre peuvent etrc
touibes entre les inains (Ies ofliciers (le I'tune OU (le l'autre partie, seront de
suite, en tanit (It'C sera praticable, restitu6s et (le livres aux autorites pro-
pres et l)rsonnes aux(quelles ils appartiennent respect veinenit; considerant
titl(IIis cette peritC, les inots: origibiairemcnt prise c qui s'y trouvera
(ll? Illof71C)lt (le 4e/Ia)?nc des ra/licitions, florinent uric phrase incident,
akquehle ne petit se ra)porter -raininalicalcment q(u'aIux substantifs ou.
Sujets (Iui pr6c6;dent.
QU'ainsi I'article 1 dU traits de GanuI, ne defend aux parties contrac-

tantes d'emporter des lieux (lout il stipule la restitution, que les seules
prol)riets publitques qn yati1roient ete orfzina^irenient prices ct qui s'y
trouveroicnt acm moment d l'e'chliaiie des rav/tication1., 111LiS (JU1il defend
(leinporter de ces nmimes lieux, aucuine proprWte particulie're quelconquer.
Que (Wun autre cotc, ces deux dhcfenses ne sont applicables qu'uniqtue-

nient aUx Iieux dont P'articlc stipulc la restitution.
L'E'nperetur est (I'avis:
" Que les Etats-J1nisdI'Ai6rique, sonten droitdlereclainer ic la Grande
Bret-gne unc juste inldemnite', pour toute., les pro'priktes particulieres

"(hue les forces lBritanniques aurnient ermportees, et comimnc li s'agit plus
st)pcialemuent d'esclaves, pour tous les esclaves que les I7orces 13ritanni-
"(lues auroient euunen6s des licux et tcrritoires dont le trait stipule Ia
restitution, en quittant ce8 mnemnes lieux et territoires.
" Quc les Xtats-Unis sont cll droit de regarder comnne enimene's, tous
ceux de ces esclaves qui, des territoires indiqu6s cidessus, auroient 6't6
trarispo)res ii board de vaisseaux Britanniques mouilles dIarms tes eiaux (IeCs
dits terrltoireo, et qui par cc motil n'auroient pas kt6 restitues."

"Mais (ue, s'il y a des escIaves Anmericains crnmnenis di territories (font
I article 1. du traits de Gand n'a pas stipul6 Ia restitution aux Etats.-
'Unis, les Etats-Umois ne sont pas en droit (le rcclanker une inmlern-iiit'.
.o)0or los (dits 'SCl.1vo4.-
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L'Emprerur (declare en outre, rcu'il est pret h. exercer 1'office de NM6-
diatour qui Lui a 6tt' (oferrti'avancc, par les deux Etats, dans les nlgo-
ciations (uc dnait ameioer centre eux, 1la d16cision arbitrale qu'ils ont doe
mand6c.

Fait ii St. P etersbourg, Ic 22 Avril, 1822.

B.

Le Snussign(6 Sbecr6tairv dI 'Itat, (litioeant le MNifhisttre Implerial des
aflairvs ktratgeres, s ets- flnpel'szo doe )rltel a Ia cnfioissaTIce de 1'Em,
perour soil malitrei ICs eXpliCatins (lstns lesquollsMir.1 Ilmassadeur (Ie
i.9M. Britannique csf iit-'6 avec le M inistt're Inipterial, hr la suite de hi
COIlInIT UictIntiOl '.al tit et cottidhd!ntiv Ic qui a 6tt. faite *L Nisuie'ur (le
Middleton aiist jlu l Mr. Ic C'hevalier Biagot (l. l'ttpinion Cxprin!e par
l'l'En reur, sur Ic vrai seLnsdei'art. 1l"' itu J'liait ti,d :aud.

'Mr. le (h'evalier Barpt enten(l qut'vn vertu (lela decision do Sa NMajest6
1 mlptriale, "'S. :\1. Brifiln iq(ue Wiest pas t enue it indletninser les Etats
;' Ullis WIiaucti UI slavIe s qui, vena ntddos endroits qui 1'ont ,jautais *t oc-

nCUp6s par sos trouVpe, sesunt vololitairmenit reuitis aux forces Britan-
ii q tio, ou eni cflnst'qLueLce (de ecouraiceil'cmnt que les ofliciers de S. M.
lemt avoil nft'rt, ou se rlt robber anl pouvoir (o Icurimaitre, ces esclavos
Wnv uatt pas et1 emniert6s dvs lieux on uferiitoires pris par S. L. Britan-

' niquC dii ant fia guerre, et conIIs(quenieinot ii'ayatt pas 6t. eommens des
Iulieuix dint I article stiJpule lit restitution."
Eun ripjollstI. cette (i)5serv ation, 1e soussigit(1 est chlarg6 par Sa 'Majest6

finmpritle, (le rnmmuniquer ce qui -Suit . M1onsiCUr le otiniistre dles Etats
Unlis (W'.nieriqule.

1 p'lpie Cur amiant, (C1l Olii euirent imitnlt (des deux plknipotentiaires,
.ell Is untw (pilli(iI tmIldte 1.i itiilI Vtuilt s tit' le selis (ji1i dUt't/ (ICetc (eo lar-
fIrhe en Iltire, ne so crt)it appolt" It decider ici aucine questionn relative hce
tque lIs loix (do la "Lcruerc pertottetit ou (loflerdnt aux parties bellig6rantes,
nats ttiti jour fi(tI le a I'iuteorprt atimnl 'rranimaticale (le P'art. 1ei- di, trai-

tr doe (antd, S;t Mijestu; [op &riaicdlcfare utte second, fois (julil lui set-
!bio, ci<z]e tte ititerpt l'e;tt1Ionl.

" W iei (Ilittaint los ef feirritoires dotnt le traitor de Garnd stipille la
rIest itll'in' unu E'ta tsliUiIis, les forces tie S. MNI. Britan nique n'avoicit ie
dirlnt dinin crdo cos intitnes lienxc t. tv.'riloires, al)soluenti aucti
"~t IA; i'. 1par1 (ILIII(It'It 11iiti-Cll (Ii 'il filt tonib6 onl vo(tiu se renetttre en leur
pouvot~ir'll."

;',is tmle -;i, duratit. In truerre, des osclaves An-i6ricains avoient ttet Ot-
ntciu' a; 1osit~i rcs AnIt-.lUises, Z'aIuti'o9 elir' (quI celx do(It Ic traits (le
;(G lc itiultu la r( stiluliont, sur territoire ol ih mord (le vaisscaux Britan-

tus,it1ri}(lBrria,'iio no seroit pas tetiue *I'indiuleitiiser les Etats
in ticti( pe; 't e CC'S t'sC'las' pa.v (q1uo lqerilotmven (qu'ils fusselit .tolblls

" i!!t -urvnl~ wi" ''Irvt! all povir{(\fi de ses offliciers
'

wtw) i1"WIUt ;iU !va t i1'p;'I ('Xophiiatiis ptI'trftIl;esb dont il a (tl: qestisfivi
tit;>- hlut rilew teIl e:n.l ;tl-,i Iv sens (jipe iMr. le (ht-ealivr 1 a;titaclicii

.011 ou;ctlWim:], so'!uIlssigot nt'll ;a p1s littitlis r'e'U (10e S.a Alt*t'je-t6 limeiri-
ale. ULrdi;tilescr'u' atix mteniiiztofotiairls respvctifs, lai Irveslitetlle.
qilO t' pi(iilD;';i'je pounr aiieux rtp'pndru10 ; la conliticu de-s (don x rl&u-
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vernemens, EI'Evmpereur n'a pas voulu qu'il pftt s'elever le plus leger doute
sur les consequences de son opinion.
Le Soussine saisit avec eml)ressement cette occasion de reitercr 4i Mon-

sieur de Middleton, l'assurancc de sa consideration tre's distinu6e.

NESSELRODE.
St. Petersbourg, le 22 Rvril, 1822.

Now, THEREFORE, BE IT KNOWN, that I, JAMES MONROE,
President of the United States, have caused the said Convention to he
made public; to the end that the samne, and every clause and article
therenf, may be observed and fulfilled with good faith by the United
States and the citizens thereof.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused
Bt.s.) thre seal of the United States to be allixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this eleventhi (lay on
January, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundreds and twenty-three, and of the In-
dependence of the Unitcd States the forty-se.
venth.

JAIES MONROE.
By the President:

JOH.N Qurxc'y ADA-MS. ^Secretaryal of State.

A.

[rRANSLATION.]

Count Nmesselrode to Mr. Mfiddlcton.

The undersigned Secretary of State, directing the Imperial adminis-
tration of Foreign Affairs, has the honor to communicate to Mr. Middle-
ton, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America, the opinion which the E~mperor, his master, has thnufht
it his duty to express upon the object of the dilfferences which have arisen
between the United States and Great Britain, relative to the interpreta-
tion of the first article of the Treaty of Ghent.
Mr. Middleton is requested to consider this opinion as the award re-

quired of the Emperor by the two powers.
He will doubtless recollect, that he, as well as the Plenipotentiary of

His Britannic AMajesty, in all his memorials, has principallv insistenl on
the grammatical sense of the first article of the Treaty of Gh'ent, and that,
even in his note of the 4th [16th] November, 1821, he has 1(-mnally de-
clared, that it was on the signification of t/c zeords in t/he text of Ihe'arti-
dc as it 7low is, that the decision of His Imperial Majesty should be
founded.
The same declaration being made in the note of the Britislh Plenipoten.

tiary, dated 8th [20th] October, 18I21, the Emypenzrhad nly tn comnfori
to thle Nvishes expressed by the two parties, by devotig all his attention *r
the examination of the grammatical question.

3



i8 L 30 ]

Thc above mentioned opinion Nvill shcw the manner in which Mis Im-
eial ?Majesty judges of this question; and in order that the cabinet otwrTashigtong Miay also knowv the motives upon which the E'nmperor's ju(ID-
ment is founded, the undersigned has hereto subioined an extraLt of
some observations upon the literal sense of the first article of the T'rcaty
of Ghent.

In this respect, the Emperor has confined himself to following tile rules
of the language employed in drawing up the act, by which the IwNo powers
have required his arbitration, and defined the ol)jecl of their diflerencec.

His Imperial IMajesty has thought it his dluty, exclusively, to obey the
authority of these rules, and his opinion could not but be thc rigOrous and
necessary consequence thereof.
The uni(lersigne(d eagerly embraces this occasion to renew to Mr. Mid-

dleton the assurances of his most distinguished consideration.
NESSEJLRODE.

sSt. Pt'ecrdlburg, 22d .pril, 1822.

A.

[TRA N SLATION.]

IlS IMNPERIAL MAJESTY'S AWARD.

Invited by the United States of America and by Great Britain to give an
opinion, as arbitrator in the differences which have arisen between these
two powers, on the subject of the interpretation of the first article of the
treaty which they concluded at Ghent, on the 24th December, 1814, the
Eminperor has taken cognizance of all the acts, memorials, and notes, in which
the respective plcnipotentiaries have set forth to his administration of fo-
reign affairs the arguments upon which each of the litizant parties depends
in support of the interpretation given by it to the said artic c.

After having maturely weighed the ohseirvations exhibited on both sides:
Considering that the American plenipotentiary and the l)lenipotNltiary

of Britain have desired that the discussion should be closed;
Consider ng that the former, in his note of the 4th (16th) November, 1821.

and the latter, in his note of the 8th (20th) October, of the same year, have
declared that it is upon teic construction. of thc text of the article as it stands,
that the arbitrator's decision should be foundeed, aned that both have appeal-
ed, only as subsidiary mcans, to the general principles cf the law of nations
and of maritime lawv;
The Emperor is of opinion "' that the question can only be decided ac-

"cordhing to the literal and grammatical sense of the first article of tie
treaty of Ghent."
As to the literal and grammatical sense of the first article of the treaty

of Ghent:
Considering that the per-iod upon the signification of which (loubts have

arisen, is expressed as follows:
" All territory, places, and possessions, whatsoever, taken by either

"party from the otherduringthe wvar, or which may be taken after the sign1-
ing of this treaty, excepting only the islands hereinafter mentioned, shall
be restored without delay, and without causing any destruction or carry-
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"ing away any of the artillery or other public property originally captured
in the said ,forts or laceCs, and which shall rcrnain thereinn upon the ex-

change Of the ratifications of this treaty, or any slaves, or other private
"property; and all archives, records, Leedss, and papers, either of a public
nature, or belonging to private persons, which, in the course of tile war,
may have fallen into the hands of tile ofiicer- of either party, shall be, as
far as may be practicable, forthwith restored an(l delivered to the proper
authorities and persons to whoin they respectively belong:"
Consideriii- that, in this period, the words originally captured, an2dtwhich

shall remain tAerein upon the exchange of the ratIfications, form an inciden-
tal phrase, which can have respect, gra;nmalticall1y, only to the substantives
or subjects which precede;

That the first article of the treaty of Ghent thus prohibits the contract-
ing parties from carrying, away from the places of wvhicll it stipulates the
restitution, only the public property, which might have been originally cap-
lured there, an whichshould remain therein up)onz the exchange of the rati-
fications, but that it prohibits the carrying away from these same places,
any private property whatever;

'rhat, on the other hand, these two prohibitions are solely applicable to
the places of which the article stipulates the restitution:
The Em peror is of opinion:
That the United States of Amnerica are entitled to a just indemnlifica-

' tinn from Great Britain for all private property carried away by the Bri-
' tish forces; and as the question regards slaves inore especially, for all
such slaves as were carried away by the British forces, from thce places
" and territories of which the restitution was stipulated by the treaty, in
Sitting the said places and territories.

' That the United States are entitled to consider as having been so car-
ried awav, all such slaves as may have been transported from the above

"mentioned territories onl board of the British vessels within the waters
of tle said territories, and who, for this reason, have not been restored.
" But that, if there should be any American slaves who were carried

"a.vay fiom territories, of which the first article of the treaty of Ghent has
not stipulated the restitution to the United States, the United States
are not to claim an indemnification for the said slaves."
The Emperor declares, besides, that he is ready to exercise the office of

mediator, which has been conferred on him beforehand by the two states,
in the negotiations which must ensue between them in consequence of thc
award which they l)ive demanded.

Done at St. Petersburg, 2_2d .lpril, 1822.

B.

[TRANSLATI ON.]

(o'oUnht Nessetrode to Mr. Afiddelron.

The 1ln(dersined Sec(revtarv of State, (liirecting the Imperial adnministra-
6non ('t Iourizn :,lmirs, .has, Witli(ut delay, lai(d before the Eniperor, his
awma;ter, liI(! vX;1IIta tii 'ns iito wh ich thew Amibassad or otf lis Britannic Ma-
jestv ha,; niterd wNith the I mperiaol Ministrv. it comIsecluence of the pre-
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ceding and confidential communication which was made to Mr. Middleton,
as well as to Sir Charles Bagot, of the opinion expressed by the Emperor
upon the true sense of the 1st Article of the Treatv of Ghent.

Sir Charles Bagot understands, that, in virtue of-the decision of His Im-
perial Majesty, "$ His Britannic Majesty is not bound to indemnify the
" United States for any slaves, who, coming from places which have ne-
"ver been occupied by his troops, voluntarily joined the British forces,
"either in consequence of the encouragement which His Majesty's offi-
"cers had offered to them, or to free themselves from the power of their
"master-these slaves not having been carried away from places or territo-
"ries captured by His Britannic Majesty during the war, and, consequent-
"ly, nothing been carried away from places ofwhich the article stipulates
the restitution.":
In answer to this observation, the undersigned is charged by His Impe-

rial Majesty .to communicate what follows to the Minister of the United
States of America.
The Emperor having, by the mutual consent of the two Plenipotentiaries,

given an opinion, founded solely upon the sense which results from the
text of the article in dispute, does not think himself called upon to decide
here any question relative to what the laws of war permit or forbid to the
belligerants; but, Alwavs faithful to the grammatical interpretation of the
1st Article of the Treaty of Ghent, 'His Imperial Majesty declares, a se-
cond time, that it appears to him according to this interpretation:

"That, in quitting the places and territories of which the Treaty of
Ghent stipulates the restitution to the United States, his Britannic Ma-

"jesty's forces had no rightto carry away from these same places and terri-
"tories, absolutely, any slave, by whatever means he had fallen or come
"into their power.
" But thatif; during the. war, American slaves had been carried away

"by._he English forces, from other places than those of which the Treaty
of Ghent stipulates-the restitution, upon the territory, or on board Bri-

"tish vessels, Gr'tBiitainiisSould not be biund to indemnify the United
State3for the loss of these'slaves, by whatever means they might have

'fallen or come into the power of her officers.ll
Although convinced, by the previous explanations above mentioned, that

such is also the sense' which Sir Charles Baeot attaches to his obsenation,
the undersigned has nevertheless received from His Imperial Majesty or-
ders to-address tie present note to the respective Plenipotentiaries, which
will prove to them, that;,in order the better tojustift the confidence ofthe
two Governments, the Emperor has been unwilling, that the slightest doubt
should arise regarding the consequences of his opinion.
The undersigned eagerly embraces this occasion of repeating to Mr.

Middleton the assurance of his most distinguished consideration.

NTESSELRODE.
St. Petersburg-, 292d Spril, 1822.

We, the'undersigned, having this day met in the City of Washington to
exchangethe ratifications of the Convention concluded anwd s;ig.ie. at St.
Petersburg on the th dIy of June, 1822 by the respective Plenipotentia-;2:iL day Of July,

20
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l ies of the United States of America, His Majesty the King of the United
King-dom of Great Britain and Ireland, andl His Majesty the Emperor of all
the Rtussias, (1o hereby certify that, at the time of exchanging the said ratifi-
cations, it was agreed by us, for our respective governments, ccaformably
to the seventh article of the abovementioned Convention, that the salary or
compensation of the Commissioners and arbitrators mentioned therein, shall
be at the rate of one thousand pounds sterling, or four thousand four hun-
dred and forty-four dollars, to each Commissioner. and of seven hundred
and fifty pounds sterling, or three thousand three hundred and thirty-three
dollars, to each Arbitrator, per annum, from the time of the first meeting of
the Commissioners at Washington. until the final dissolution of the Board,
to be paid quarterly; with an a(lditional allowance, to be paid with the
first quarter's salary, of six hundred pounds sterling to the Commissioners,
anti of the same sum to the Arbitrator, to be appointed on the part of His
Britannic Majesty, in consideration of their being called upon to exercise
their functions at a distance from their country; and of a sum of five hun-
dred pounds sterling to each of them, at the close of the Commission, for
their return home.

It was also agreed by us, that the compensation of the Secretary of the
said Board of Commissioners, shall be at the rate of four hundred and fifty
pounds sterling, or two thousand dollars, a year, to commence from the
period of his appointment, until the final dissolution of the Board.
And it vas lastlv agreed by us, that the said salaries and additional

allowances shall, like the contingent expenses of the Commission, be de-
fraved jointly by the United States and His Britannic Majesty; the said
expenses to be laid before the Board at the end of each quarter, and, after
being ascertained and allowed by a majority of the Board, to be divided,
including salary andi allowance, as above, Into two moieties, for each of
which tie Commissioners on either side shall draw, respectively, on the
proper departments of their own governments.

In witness whereof, we have hereunto set our hands ant affixed
our seals, at 'Washington, this tenth (lay of January, one
thousand eight hundred and twenty-three.

[L. S.]3JOHN QUINCY ADAMS,

F a~. s* )STRATFORD CANNING:


