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BEROBT

Of the Commiltee to whom was referred, at the commencement of ihe pre-
© sent Session of Congress, so much of ‘the Presideni’s Message as re-
lates lo the Slave Trade, accompanicd with a Bill to incorporate the
Mmericun Sociely for colonizing the free people of color of the Unil-

ed States.

JUSISY S—

May 8, 1820.

iHead twice, and, with the bill, committed to the Committee of thé whole House on
the bill from the Senate, To continue inforce an act to protect the commerce of the
United States, and punish the crime of piracy, &ec. &c.

R aammmand

'The Committee on the Slave Trade, to whom was referred the me-
morial of the President and Board oi Managers of the American
Society for colonizing the Free People of Color of the United
States, have, according to order, had under consideration the se-
veral subjects therein embraced, and

REPORT:

That the American Society was instituted, in the city of Washing-
ton, on the 28th of December, 1816, for the benevolent purpose of af-
fording to the free people of color of the United States the means of
establishing one or more independent colenies on the western coast of
Africa. After ascertaining, by a mission to that continent, and other
preliminary inquiries, that their object is practicable, the Society re-
quest of the Congress of the United States a charter of incorpora-
tion, and such other legislative aid as their enterprize may be thought
to merit and require.

The memorialists anticipate from its success consequences the most
beneficial to the free people of color, themselves; to the several states
in which they at present reside; and to that continent which is to b2
the seat of their future establishment. Passing by the foundation of
these anticipations, which will be scen in the annual reports of the
Seciety and their former memorials, the attention of the Committee
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Tias been particularly drawa to the connection which the memorial.
ists have traced between their purgose and the policy of the recent
act ol Congress, for the more effectual abolition of the African slave
trale.

Ea evience has demonstrated that this detestable traflic cay he no
where so successfully assailed, as on the coast upon which it origin-
ates. Notonly does the collection and embarkation of’ its unnatural
cargoes conswne more time than their subsequent distribution apd
saleu the market for which they arve destined, but the Afvican coast,
frequenied by the slave ships, is indented with so few commodious or
aceyssthle harbors, that, notwithstanding its great extent, it could be
guardad by the vigilance of a few active cruisers.  If to these be
added colonies of civilized blacks, planted in commanding situations
along that coast, no slave ship could possibly escape detection; and
thas the security, as well as the enhanced profit which now cherish
this illicit trade, would be cffectually counteracted.  Such colonies,
by diffusing a taste for legitimate commerce among the native tribes
of that fraitlul continent, would gradually destroy among them, also,
the only incentive of a traflic which has hitherto rendered all African
Iubor insecure, and spread desolation over one of the most beautiful
regions ol the globe. ~ "T'he colonies, and the armed vessels employed
in wafching the Afvican coast, while they co-operated alike in the
canse of humanity, would afford to cach other mutual succour.

There is a single consideration, however, added to the preceding
view ol this subject, which appears to your committee, of itself, con-
clusive of the tendency of the views of the memorialists to further the
operation of the act of the third of March, 1818, "That act not only
revokes the authority antecedently given to the several state and
territorial governments, to dispose, as they pleased, of those African
captives, who might be liberated by the tribunals of the United States,
but authorizes and requires the President to restore them to their na-
tive country.  "L'he unavoidable consequence of this just and humane
provision, is, to require some preparation to be made for their tempo-
rary succour, on being relanded upon the Afvican shore.  And no
preparation can prove so congenial to its own object, or so economi-
cal, as regards the government charged with this charitable duty, as
that which would be found in a colony of the free people of color of
the United States.  Sustained by the reconmendations of numerous
socicties in every part of the United States, and the approving voice
of the legislative assemblies of several states, without inquiring into
any other tendency of the object of the memorialists, your committce
do net hesitate to pronounce it deserving ot the countenance and sup-
port of the general government. The extent to which these shall
be carried is a question not so easily determined.

The memorialists do not ask the govermment to assume the juris-
diction of the territory, or to become, in any degree whatever, re-
sponsible {or the future safety or tranquility of the contemplated co-
lony. They have prudently thonght, that its external peace and se-
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curity would be most effectually guarded, by an appeal, in its behalf,
to the philanthropy of the civilised world; and to that sentiment of
retributive justice, with which all christendom is at present animated
towards a much injured coutinent.

Of the constitutional power of the gencral government te grant
the limited aid contemplated by 'the accompanying bill and resolutions,
your comnnmittee nresune, there can exist no shadow of doubt; and they
feave it to a period of greater national piosperity to determine, how far
the authority of Congress, the resources of the wational governument,
and the wellare and happiness of the United States, will warrany, ve
require its extension.

Your committee are solemnly enjoined by the peculiar ohject of
their trust, and invited by the suggestions of the memorialists, to en-
quire into the defects of the existing laws agninst the Afvican slave
trade, 8o long as it is in the power of the United States to provide
additional restraints upon this odious traffic, they cannot be with-
held, consistently with justice aud the honor of the nation.

Congress have heretofore marked, with decided reprobation, the
authors and abettors of this iniquitous commerce, in every forin
which it assumes; from the inception of its unrighteous purpose in
America, through all the subsequent stages of its progress, to its
final consummation; the outward voyage; the cruel scizure, and forci-
ble abduction of the unfortanate African from his native home, and
the fraudulent transfer of the property thus acquired. 1t may, how-
ever, be questioned, if a proper discrimination of their velative guilt,
has entered into the measure of punishment annexed to these criminal
acts,

Your committee cannot perceive wherein the offence of kidnapping
an unoffending inhabitant of a foreign country; of chaining him down
for a series of days, weeks, and months, amidst the dying and the
dead, to the pestilential hold of a slave ship: of consigning him, if b
chance to live out the voyage, to perpetual slavery in a remote and
unknown land, differs in malignity from piracy, or why a milder
punishment should follow the one, than the other crime.

On the other hand, the purchase of the unfortunate African, after
his enlargement {rom the floating dungeon which wafts him to the
foreign market, however criminal in itself, and yet more, in its ten-
dency to encourage this abominable trailic, yiclds in atrocity to the
violent scizure of his person, his sudden and unprepavated separation
from his family, his Kkindred, his friends, and his country, followed
by all the horrors of the middle passage. Ave there not united in
this offence all that is most iniquitous in theft, most daring in rob-
bery, and cruel in murder? Ity consequences to the victim, if he
survives; to the country which receives him; and to that from which
he is torn, are alike disastrous. If the internal wars ol Alvica, and
their desolating effect, may be imputed to the slave trade, and that
the greater part of them must, cannot now be questioned, this crime,
considered in its remote, as well as its proximate counsequences, is
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the very darkest in the whole catalogue of human iniguities; and its
authors should be regarded as hortes humani generig.?

In proposing to the House of Representatives to make such part of
this offence, as occurs upon the ocean, piracy, your committee are
animated, not by the desire of manifesting to the world the horror
with which it is viewed by the American people; but, by the con-
fident expectation of prowmoting, by this example, its more certain
punishment by all nations, and its absolute and final extinction,

May it not be believed, that when the whole civilized world shalt
havedenounced the slave trade ag piracy, it will become as unfrequent
as any other species of that offence, against the law of nations? Is it
unreasonable to suppose, that negociation will, with greater facility,
introduce into that law such a provision, as is here proposed, when
it shall have been already incorporated in the separate code of each
stater

The maritime powers of the christian world have, at length, con-
curred in pronouncing sentence of condemnation against this traffic.
The United States having led the way in forming this decree, owe
it to themselves, not to follow the rest of mankind in promoting its
vigorous execution.

If it should be objected, that the legislation of Congress would be
partial, and its benefit, for a time at least, local, it may be replied,
that the constitutional power of the government has already been ex-
ercised in defining the crime of piracy, in accordance with similar
analogies, to that which the committee have sought to trace between
this general offence against the peace of nations and the slave trade.

In many of the foreign treaties, as well as in the laws of the United
States, examples are to be found of piracies, which are not cogniza-
ble, as such, by the tribunals of all nations. Such is the unavoida-
ble consequence of any exercise of the authority of Congress, to de-
fine and punish this crime. The definition and the punishment can
bind the United States alone,

A bill from the Senate, making further provision for the exercise of
this constitutional power, being now before the House of Representa-
tives, your cominittee beg Ieave to offer such an amendment of its
provisions, as shall attain the last object which they have presumed
to recommend.



