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RESOLVES velating to Slavery.

Resolved; First. That human slavery is, in all its aspects, an un-
yualified evil and wrong, and, as such, merits the reprehension of
mankind..

Second. That in the early periods-of onr nafmna] history, both the
opinions of the people and the polu,}, of the government were advcrw
to the instituton. _

Third. That the (‘cmstltutmn of the United States i ix, and was dc-
signed to be, a charter of liberty, and hence that all acts of the na-
tmn.v,l government by which slavery maintains a legal existence in
territory subjoct to the exclusive jurisdiction of ‘Congress, are in di-
reet conflict with the whole -pmt and w1th thc clcru pwwsmns of
that instrunent,. -

Fowrth. That the act of the thlrty third (/nnrrr(‘ss, repealing the
law of 1820, known as the Missouri Compromise, by which slavery
was forever pmhllnted in the territory north ot the parallel of thirty-
six degrees thirty minutes, was an un]ustlfmble v1ohmon of a solemn
compa(, t and a flagrant breach of faith.

Fifth. That Maine will never consent to the admission into the
(«ideml Union of any more States with constitutions authorizing
slavery,

Swt);z That the act of eighteen hundred and fifty, called the “Fu-
gitive Slave law,’’ is unconstitutional, and odious to the whole North ;
Maine, thuefnru, demands its imm iediate and unconditional repeal.

Seventh. That it is the duty of the general government, without
delay, to aholish slavery wherever it has exclusive jurisdiction, and
to exert its influence whenever and wherever it lecrxtlma,t,elv may on
the side of universal liberty. Theretyre ' |
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- Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our
xepresentatwes requested, to usc all practlca,ble means to sccure the
- passage of the following enactments:

. First. An act ropcuhn" all laws of the Umted States authoru.mv
| -slavcry in the District of Columbia, - -

Second. An act repealing the statute of ci ighteen hundu,d and fifty,
known as the Fugitive Slave law.,

Third, An act Torever pxohxbxtmw slavery or involuntar y serwtude,
“except for crime, within the territories of the United States. :
~ Resolved /‘urtlcm That our senators in Congress be instructed, and
our reprcscntatwes requested, at all times hcruaftex most stlenuousl
* to oppose in every justifiable way the admission of any new State in-
to the Union, except upon the condition to be embraced in the act of
" admission that slavery or involuntary servitude, excepting that for -
crime of which the accused shall ha,vc been duly proved n'ullty, shall -
be forever prohibited therein.
. Resolved, That the governor be requcsted to forward a copy of

these resolves to cach of our senators and representatives in Congress,
and to the governors: of each State, with a request that the 1esolves
be laid before the legislature thereof..

- In the House of Representatlves March 17, 1855.—Read and passed
- " SIDNEY PLRHAM Speakcr

'In Senmte, March 17, 185.) —Read and passed.
PRANKLIN MUZZY I’rcszdent.‘
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