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TO THE HIONORAIBLE Tut SENATE AND HOUSE OP UEPR~sEN.
TATIVES OF THE IUNITED STATES.

The President and Board of Managers of the American Coloni.
zation Society, respectfully represent that, being about to commence
the execution of the object to whicli their views have been long direct-
ed, they deem it proper and necessary to address themselves to the
legislative council of their country. They trust that this object will
be considered, in itself, of great national importance, will be found
inseparably connected with another, vitally affecting the. honor and
interest of this nation, and leading, in its consequences, to the most
desirable reslllts.

Believing that examination and reflection will shew that such are
its connections and tendency, they are encouraged to present them.
selves, and their cause, where they know that a public measure,
having these advantages, cannot fail to receive all the countenance
and aid it may require.
The last census shews the number of free people of color of the

United States, andl their i'apid increase. Supposing them to increase
in the same ratio, it will appear how large a proportion of our popu-
lation will, in the course of even a few years, consist of persons of
tlat (lescrip)tion.
No argument is necessary to shew that this is very far indeed from

constituting an increase of our )hysical strength; nor can there be a
population, in any country, neutral as to its effects upon society.
T'lhe least observation shews that this description of persons are not,
and cannot be, either usetfil or happy among us; and many consider-
ations, which need not be mentioned, prove. beyond dispute, that it is
best, for all the parties interested, that there should be a separation;
that those who are now free, and those who may become so hereafter,
should be provided with the means of attaining to a state of respec.
ability and bappiness, which, it is certain, they have never yet reach-
ed, and, therefore, can never be likely to reach in this country.

Several of the States, (ee)ly interested in this subject, have al-
ready applied to the general government; and, concurring in the
views of your memorialists, both from considerations of justice to-
wards themselves and humanity to the colored people, have expressed,
to tle general government, their desire that a country should be pro.
CLUed for them, in the land of their forefathers, to which such of
them, as should choose to avail themselves of the opportunity, might
be removed. It has been the one single object of the Society, which
your Inemorialists represent, to effect this end. They have made the

i*most caUtiotus and( par'ticulart' in(lutii'ies as to the practicability of such
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a lilan and its prospects o succcCss, both ini this country and in
Africa, and they arc warranted in declaring, that there are no difi-
culties which they do not confidently expect will be easily overcome
by a moderate exertion of discretion and perseverance.

In this country, and in almost every part of it, they leave found a
zealous anid deci(led approbation exple.ssed. both in words and Leedss,
by a vast majority of all classes of our (citizens; and this sentiment
is continually increasing as thle measure ceromes more thle subject of
(liscussion and reflectioni. Its importance all admit; anld its practi-
cability, though doubled by1many, at first, is daily less questioned.

TIlhc two last reports of the Society, to which your inenorialists
beg leave to ifSliew the success of their mission to Africa, and
the result of their ilnr)(i(iie[s thiltl cmitinent. From those it is
mallifest that a situation canl be readily ohtaiiied, favorable to com-
nierce and agriculture, ill a ealthy and fertile country, and that thle
natives are well disposed to give excry encouragement to the esta-
blishnient of such a settlement among them. Thus, it ap)pears, that
an object of great national concern. already expressly dlesiredl by
some (if the states and truly desirablel to all, receiving, also, the ap-
probation of those uponwlhomn it is more immediately to operate, is
brought Within o1111' r'('.IChI.

Butt this subject (lcriieS, perhaps, its (clhief' interest from its con-
nection wvith a measure which has. already, to the hollor of 01W £11ll-
try, occupied the deliberations of tile Congress df the United States.

Your ineinorialists refer, witi plleasiue, to tile Act, passed at the
last sessioii of Conllress, sipplemieiitary to the Act formerly passed
forte suppression of the slave trade. Thle means :afforded, by the
provisions of' that Act, for tile accompl)lishimienlt of its olbject, are cer-
tainly great; buittte total extirpation of this (lisgracefill tra(hc, can-
not, perhaps, be expected from any measures whiiich rely, alone, upon
the etloiphnIent ofla maritime Force, howev..er considerable.

'T'lhe profits attelntidig it are so extraordinary, that the cupidity of
the unprincipled will still be tempted to eoitimiue it. as long as there
is any chauice of escaping the vigilance of the cruizers engaged
against tileni. From the lest iniformatlion vou' nieniorialists have
been enabledlto obtain, of' the nature. causes, and course of this trade.
and of the present situation of the coast of Africa, and the habits and
dispositions of tile natives, they are well assure(l that the suppres-
sion of the African slave trade, and the civilization of' the natives,
are measures of indispensable connection.

Such an opinion has been avowed, anelty years ago. by those best
acquainted vith this subject, and (experience has abundantly confirm,
ed it.

T1le documents and papers which your memorialists had heretofore
the honor' of pIr(esenting to (ongliess. and those contained ini thle late
reports of thle Society, p1ro)-e this position.

Since the establislhlment of tile Eighlisli settlement at Sierra Leone.
Ihe slavc trade has been rapidly (ceasing upon that pLut of' thle coast!
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Not only the kingdonms in its immediate neighborhood, but those
upon the Shlerbro and Bagroo rivers, and others with whoin the peo-
pie of tOat settlement have opened a communication, have been pre-
vailed upon to abandon it, and are turtijug their attention to thie ordi-
nary and innocent pursuits of civilized nations.
Thit the same consequences will result froin similar settlements

cannot be (loubted. Whcn tile natives there see that the European
commodities, lor which thicy bave been accustomed to exchange their
fellow-beimmgs, until vast and fertile regions hfave become almost (IC-
populated, call be more easily and saidy obtained by other pursuits,
can it be believed that they will hesitate to profit by time experience ?
Nor will the advantages of civilization he alone exhibited. That
Religion, whose mandate is "peace o01 earth and good will towards
men," will " do its errand," will deliver them from the bondage of
their miserable superstitions, and display the same triumphlis which it
is achieving in every land.
That such points of settlement woul(l (lifluse their light around

the coast, and gradually dispel the darkness which lias so. long en-
shirouded that continent, would be a reasonable hope. and 'voul(d jus-
tify the attempt, even ii experience laiad not ascertained its success.
Although, therefore, much may be effected by the vigilant operations
of a well disposed nmaval force, it is to be feared that much will al-
ways remain to be done, until sonic degree of civilization is attailned
by the inhabitants of the coast of Africa. The present measures,
therefore, for the sul)pression of the slave trade, if unconimected wit'l
others for tie improvement of the natives, must be long continued,
and the effects l)rodluced by them %vill be partial, tedious, and uncer-
tain; and the least relaxation of this vigilance will revive it.
But those measures, and all others involving expense and labor,

may be vithdrawvn, as soon as these establishmniemits upon the coast be-
conic strong enough to participate in tIme contest a-ainst avarice anmd
inhumanity, and shlall obtain, from their evident advantages over the
natives, a proper influence aniom- them. And lhere your miemnorialists
beg leave, respectfully, to suggest their fears that many of tile p)rofli-
gate adventurers in thiss trade -%vill evade the search of our CrUizerCI
bv their artful contrivances in (disguising their national character.
We have reason to believe that the slave slipis of other nations as-
sumne the flag amid character of Americans to evade tile search of Brit-
ish1 Cruizers. Is it miot, thmorefore, to be expected that the act lately
passed will often he (elleatw] by American slave ships assuming a Co-
reign flag and character? A careful consideration of thiis subject:
has convinced us that all our efforts will be insufficient to accomnp)lish
their purposes, unless some friendly arrangennent can be mnasde alnon.g
the maritime iiowieris of the world,3 whichl shall leave no shelter to
those who (lese'rve to lbe considered an11(1 treated as the crunnmon cne-
lliCS !)f mankind.

Whmetlier a permission, under any mob(lification, to certain specified
shlil)s. or ill erltaill lathilwle. it) sei rrh and size slave ship)s, under



6

our flag, .such as (reat Britain, and other Euroipean powers, have
mutually given to each other,calt be properly granted by our go% ern-
inent, we clcerfully leave to tilhe vis(loiiI and justice of' Congress to
determine. Your nineiorialists will only exprchls their hope and be-
lier, that your (Iliberatiolus upon this interesting subject- ^iill enable
you to discerni a way, without any coinpromiitillent of o(ul nlatiolnal h1o-
;or, by which ouirf country may beIp)la'(la onigll- tile iosremiost and
most. eflicient asserters ofItie rights of luliiinlalnity. But youlr Illellio-
riialists 1in in bly cojlsider. that the colonization;of Africa offers the
ollost po wedl il aniid illudispel ulsahhi) atluxii.iia to tile IMeanlls already
adopted, for the exteriiinal ion o&a trade, whichi is now exciting, ill
every counlltry, th;thi.st indignation, which has been long since felt
a1z1 exlpres.sedz ill tll.Y
No natilon hlats it so nich in its power to furnish proper settlers for

such establishmients, as this; no nation has so deepl) ill interest ill
tius disposillng of theill. By lime laW Ipssed at tIle last sessions, and
before referred to. the captives who may be takeniby our clruisers,
from the slave ships, are to hle taken to Africa, amid delivered to thie
Cu1sto(v Of a;gemits al)Ioilited( bj tilhe P'esident. There will tlhei be a
settlemn;emt of caplhtUed negroes upon the coast, in consequence of the
measures already adopted. And it is evidently most important, if' not
necesarv lto Such a settlement, that the civilized people of' color, of
this country, whose industry, enterprise, and know l(lge of agricul-
ture, and tihe arts, would render thmein most usett'l assistants, should
be connected wvith such anl estabhlishmmenl:.

Whell, thet efore, the object of the Colonizatio(n Society is viewe(l,
in connection witli that entire sii oppression of the slave trade, vhmicil
V'oUr memorialists trust it is resolved shall be effected, its import-
UnIce becomes obvious and extreme. The beneficial consequences re-
sulting from success in such a.meastire, it is impossible to calculate.
'l'o the general cause of hjuinamaity. it Xvill afford the most rich. and
noble contribution. and for tlme nation that regards that cause, that
employs its power iin its behalf; it caainot fail to procure a proportion-
ate rew;ard. It is by such a course that a nation insurers to itself tile
protection and favor of the Governoor of thle wvorhd. Nor are there
wanting views and considerations, arising from our peculiar political
institutions, which would justify time sure expectation of' the most
signal hhessinls to ourselves frotn;etl accomplislinuent of such all oh-
ject. It' one of' these consequences shall be the gradual, and almost
iinperceptible, removal of a national evil, which all unite in lanient-
ing. ander for %vlhiclh, wvith the most intense, but hitherto hopeless an1x-
iety. thle patriots and statesmen of our country have labored to dis-
co;1er a reniedy, who (aln doubt, that, of all the blessings wve may be
permiiittedh to bequeath to our desceumdants, this vilI receive tile richest
tI'illate of' their thankYs and veneration ?
Your ienemorialistsC;cannot believe that such an evil, universally

acrknowledged and deprecated, has been irrenloveably iixed upoon uS.
Soiiim way will alwayss lie opened by Providence. by which a people,
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desirous of acting justly and benevolently, may be led to the attain-
ment of' a meritorious object. And they believe, that of all the
plans, that the most sagacious and discerning of our patriots have
suggeste(l, for effecting what they have so greatly desired, the colo-
nization of Africa, in the manner prol)ose(l, presents the fairest pros-
pectq of success. But if it be admitted to be ever so doubtfulI, whether
this happy result shall be the reward of our exertions, yet if great
and certain benefits immediately attend thiem, why may llot others,
still greater, follow them.

In a work evidently progressive, who shall assign limits to the
good that zeal and perseverance shall be permitted to accomplish ?
Your memorialists beg leave to state, that, having exj)ended consider-
ble funds in prosecuting their inquiries anid inaking lpre)paratiobns, they
are now about to send out a colony, and complete the )ull'chase, al-
ready stipulated for with the native kings and chiefs (if Sherbro, of
a sumit-ble territory for their establishment. The nuiimber they are
now enabled to transport and provide, Vor, is but a sin all proportion of
the people of color who have expressed their desire to go. And with-
out a larger antl more sudden increase of their funds than can be
expected ironm the-voluntary contributions of individuals, thmeirpro.-
gress must be slow and uncertain. They havre always flattered them-
selves with the hope, that when it was seen they bad surmounted the
difficulties of preparation, and shiewn that ineans applied to the exe-
cation of their design, would lead directlyy and evidently to its ac-
compiishment, they would be enabled to obtaimi for it the national
countenance and assistance. To this point they have arrived; and
they therefore respectfully request, that this interesting subject may
receive the consideration of your honorable body, and that the Execui-
tive Department iy be authorized.l, in suich way as may nimet your
approbation. to extend to this object suicli pecuniary and other aid,
as it may be thought to require anddeservev.
Your memorialists further request, that the subscribers to tIme

American-Colonization Society may be incorporated, by act of Con-
gress, to enable them to act with more efficiency, in carrying on the
great and important objects of the society, and to enable then, with
more economy, to manage the benevolent contrilbutions entrusted to
their care.

JOHN MASON,
W. JONES, I
E. B. CALDWELL,Cinhittee.
F. S. KEY.

Washingtolt, February 1, 1820.


