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MESSAGIH

Oor THL

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 1240 instant, information
i relation to the States of the Union lately in vebellion, accompanied by o
report of Carl Schurz on the States of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabunia,
Mississippl, and Louisiana ; also « report of Licutenant General Grant, on
the sume subject.

DeceMper 19, 1365, —Read and ordered to be printed, with the veparts of Carl Sehirz and
Licutenant General Grant,

To the Senate of the United States:

In reply to the resolution adopted by the Sonate on the 12th instant, T have
the honor to state, that the rebellion waged by a portion of the people against
the properly constituted authoritics of the government of the United States has
been suppressed; that the United States arc”in possession of every State in
which the insurrection existed; and that, as far as could be done, the courts of
the United States have been restored, post offices re-eatablished, and steps taken
to put into effective operation the revenue laws of the country.

As the result of the measnres instituted by the Execuative, with the view of
inducing a resumption of the functions of the States comprehended in the inguiry -
of the Senate, the people in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgin, Alabama,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 'Tennessee, have reorganized their re-
spective State governments, and “are,yiclding obedience to the laws and gov-
ernment of the United States,” with more willingness and greater promptitude
than, under the circumstances, could reasonably hava heen anticipated.  T'he
proposed amendment to the Constitution, providing for the abolition of slavery
forever within the limits of the country, has been ratified by each one of those
States, with the exception of Mississippi, from which no oflicial information has
yet been received; and in nearly all of them measures have been adopted or
are now pending to confer upon freedmen right< and privileges whieh are essen-
tial to their comfort, protection, and seeurity.  In Florida and Texas the people
are making commendable progress in restoring their State governments, and no
doubt is entertained that they will at an early period be in a condition to resume
all of their practieal relations with the federal government,

In +“that portion of the Union lately in rebellion”” the aspect of affaira is more
promising than, in view of all the €ircumstances, could well have been expeeted.
The people throughont the entire south evince a laudable desire to venew their
allegianez to the government, and to repair the devastations of war by a prompt
and cheerful return to peaceful pursuits.  An abiding faith is entertained that
their actions will conform to their professions, and that, in acknowledging tho
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supremacy of the Constitution and the laws of the United States, their loyalty
will be unreservedly given to the government, whose leniency they cannot fail
to appreciate, and whose fostering care will soon restore them to a condition of
prosperity. It is true, that in some ol the States the demoralizing cffects of
war are to he scen in oceazional dizorders, but these are loeal in character, not
frequent in ocewrrence, and arve rapidly disappearing as the authority of civil
law is extended and sustained,  Perplexing questions were naturally to be ex-
pected from the great and sudden ehange in the relations between the two races,
but =y=tems are gradually developing themselves under which the freedman will
receive the proteetion to which he is justly entitled, and, by means of his labor,
make himself a wseful and independent member of the community in which he
has hiz home.  From all the information in my possession, and from that which
I have vecently derived from the most veliable authority, I am induced to cher-
ish the belief that sectional animngity is surely and rapidly merging itself into a
spirit of nationality, and that vepresentation, connected with a properly adjusted
gystem of taxation, will result in a harmonious restoration of the relations of the
States to the national Union,

="T'he report of Carl Sehwrz is hevewith transmitted, ag requested by the Senate.
No reports from the honorable John Covode have been received by the President.
The attention of the Senate i# invited to the accompanying report of Licutenant
General Grant, who recently made a towr of inspection through several of the
States whose inhabitants participated in the rebellion,

ANDREW JOHNSON.
Wasuixaron, D Cu December 18, 1865,

REPORT OF CARL SCHURZ ON 1 HE STATES O SOUTH CAROLINA, GEOR-
SGLA, ALABAMY, MISSISSIPPI, AND LOUISIANA,

St When you did me the honor of seleeting me for a mission to the States
lately in rebellion, for the purpose of inquiring into the existing condition of
things, of laying hefore you whatever information of importance I might gather,
and of suggesting to you such measures ag my observations would lead me to
believe advisable, T aceepted the trust with a profound sense of the responsi-
bility connected with the performance of the tazk,  The views 1 entertained at
the time, 1 had communicated to you in frequent letters and conversations, 1
would not have accepted the mission, had 1 not felt that whatever preconccived
opinions I might carry with me to the south, I should be ready to abandon or
modify, as my pereeption of facts and circumstances might command their
abandonment or modifieation.  You informed me that your “ policy of recon-
gtruction” was merely experimental, and that you would change it if the exper-
iment did not lead to satisfactory results, T'o aid you in forming your con-
cluxions upon this point 1 understood to be the object of my mission, and this
understanding was in perfeet accordance with the written instructions I re-
ceived through the Seerctary of War,

These instruetions confined my miszion to the States of South Carolina,
Georgin, Alabama, Mississippi, and the department of the Gulf, 1 informed
you, before leaving the north, that I could not well devote more than three
months to the daties imposed upon me, and that space of time proved suflicient
for me to visit all the States above enumerated, except Texas. I landed
at Hilton Head, Scuth Carolina, on July 15, visited Beaufort, Charleston,
Orangeburg, and Columbia, returned to Charleston and Iilton Head ; thenee I
went to Savannah, traversed the State of Georgia, visiting Augusta, Atlanta,
Macon, Milledgeville, and Columbus; went through Alabama, by way of Ope-
lika, Montgomery, Sclma, and Demopolis, and through Miszissippi, by way of
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Meridian, Jackson, and Vicksburg; then descended” the Missizsippi to New
Ovleans, touching at Natchez; fram New Orleans I visited Mobile, Alabama,
and the Teche country, in Louisiana, and then spent again some days at
Natehez and Vicksburg, on my way to the north,  These are the outlines of
my journcy.

Before laying the results of my observations before you, it is proper that 1
should state the modus operand: by which 1T obtained information and formed
my conclusions,  Wherever 1 went 1 gought interviews with persons whe
might be presumed to represent the opiniong, or to have influence upon the
conduet, of their neighbors; 1 had thus frequent meetings with individuals be-
longing to the different classes of socicty from the higliest to the lowest ; in the
cities as well ag on the roads and steammboats | had "many opportwiities to con-
verse not only with inhabitants of the adjacent country, but with persons com-
ing from districts which T was not able to visit; and finally I compared the
impressions thus reeeived with the experience of the military and civil officers
of the government stationed in that country, as well as of other reliable Union
men {o whom a longer residence on the spot and a more varvied intercourse with
the people had given better facilities of local observation than my circum-
stances permitted me to enjoy.  When practicable 1 procured statements of
their views and experience in writing as well as copies of official or private
reports they had reecived from their subordinates or other persons. It wasnot
expected of me that 1 should take formal testimony, and, indeed, such an ope-
ration would have required more time than I was able to devote to it.

_ My facilities for obtaining information were not equally extensive in the
different States I visited.  As they naturally depended somewhat upon ‘the
time the military had had to occupy and explore the country, as well as upon
the progressive development of things gencrally, they improved from day to
day as | went on, and were best in the States 1 visited last. It is owing to
this cireumstance that I cannot give as detailed an account of the condition of
things in South Carolina and Georgia as I am able to give with regard to Lou-
iziana and Mississippi.

Instead of deseribing the experiences of my journey in chronological order,
which would tead to endless repetitions and a confused mingling of the differ-
ent subjects under consideration, I propose to arrange my observations under
different heads according to the subjectmatter. It is true, not all that can be
said of the people of one State will apply with equal foree to the people of
another; but it will be casy to make the neeessary distinetions when in the
cotirse of this report they become of any importance. 1 beg to be understood
when using, for the sake of brevity, the term “the southern people,” as mean-
ing only the people of the States 1 have visited.

CONDITION OF THINGS IMMEDIATELY AFTER 'THE CLOSE OF THE WAR,

In the development of the popular spirit in the south since the close of the
war two well-marked periods can be digtinguished,  The first ecommences with
the sudden collapse of the confederacy and the dispersion of its armies, and
the second with the first proclamation indicating the * reconstruction policy
of the government.  Of the first period I can state the characteristic features
only from the accounts I reccived, partly from Unionists who were then living
in the south, partly from persons that had participated in the rebellion. When
the news of Lee’s and Johnston's surrenders burst upon the southern country
the general consternation was extreme.  People held their breath, indulging in
the wildest apprchensions as to what was now to come,  Men who had oceu-
pied positions under the confederate government, or were otherwise compro-
mised in the rebellion, run before the federal columns as they advanced and
spread out to occupy the country, from village to village, from plan-
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tation to plantatien, hardly knowing whether they wanted to exeape or naot.
Others remained at their homes yiclding themszelves up to their fate, Prominent
Unionists told me that persons who for four years had scorned to reeoonize them
on the street approached them with smiling faces imd both hands extended.
Men of standing in the political world expressed gerious doubts as to whether
the rebel States would ever again occupy their position ax States in the Union,
or he governed as conquered provinees,  ‘I'he public mind was o despondent
that if' readmizsion at ome future time under whatever conditions had heen
promized, it would then have heen looked upon as a favor.  'T'he mozt uncom-
promixing rebels prepared for leaving the country. T'he masses remained in a
state of fearful expectaney,

This applies especially 1o those parts of the conutry which were within im-
mediate reach of our armies or had previonsly heen touched by the war. Where
Union soldiers had never heen seen and none were near, people were at first
hardly aware of the magnitude of the catastrophe, and #trove o eontinue in
their old ways of livine.

Such was, according to the accounts I received, the chavacter of that first
period.  The worst apprehensions were geadually relieved as day after day went
by without bringing the disasters and inflictions which had been vaguely an-
ticipated, until at last the appearance of the North Cavolina proclam-tion sub-
stituted new hopes for them, “The development of thix second period T owas
called upon to observe on the spot, and it forms the main subject of this report.

RETURNING LOYALTY.

It is a well-known fact that in the States =outh of Tennessee and Nowth Car-
olina the number of white Unionists who during the war actively aidled the
government, or at least openly professed their attachment to the causze of the
Union, was very small.  In none of those States were they strong enongh to
exercise any decizive influence upon the action of the people, not even in Lou-
isiang, unless vigorously supported by the power of the general government.
But the white people at large heing, under certain conditions, charged with
taking the preliminaries of “reconstruction” into their hands, the suceess of the
experiment depends upon the spirit and attitude of those who ecither attached
themselves to the secession cause from the beginning, or, entertaining originally
opposite views, at least followed its fortunes from the time that their S tates had
deelared their separation from the Union,

The first southern men of this clazs with whom I came into contact imme-
diately after my arvival in South Carvolina expressed their sentinents almost
literally in the following Janguage : “\We acknowledge ourselves beaten, and
we are ready to submit to the vesults of the war.  The war has practically de-
cided that no State shall secede and that the slaves ave emancipated We cannot
be expeeted at once to give up our principles and convietions of vight, hut we ac-
cept faets as they are, and desire to be reinstated ax soon as possible in the en-
Joyment and exercise of our political right=" This declaration was repented to
me hundreds of times in every State 1 ovisited, with s.me variations of lan-
guage, according to the different ways of thinking or the frankuness or reserve
of the difforent speakers, Rome said nothing of adhering to their old prinei-
ples and convictions of right ; others still argued against the constittionality of
cocrcion and of the emancipation proclamation ; others expressed their determi-
nation to hecome good citizens, in =trong language, and nrged  with equal cm-
phasis the necessity of their home institwions being - onee left to iheir oven
control; others would go <o far as to say they were glul that the war was
ended, and they had never had any confidence in the confederacy ; others pro-
tested that they had been opposed to secessionuniil their States went out, and then
yiclded to the current of events; some would give me to nuderstand that they
had always been good Union men at heart, and rejoicea that the war had termi-
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nated in favor of the national eause, hut in most eazes such a gentiment was
expreszed only in a whisper; others again would gramblingly insist upon the
vestoration of their < rights’” as if they had done no wrong, and indieated
plainly that they would submit only to what they could not resist and as long
as they could not resizt it. Sueh were the definitions of * returning loyalty
[ received from the months of o targe number of individualx intelligent enough
to appreciate the meaning of the expressions they used. 1 found agreat many
whose manner of” speaking =howed that they did not understand the eircum-
stances wunder which they dived, ad had no setded opinions at all exeept on
mat ers immediately tonehing their nearest interests,

Upon the gronnd of these declarations, and other evidence eathered in the
course of my obzervations, I may zroup the southern people into finne elasses,
cach of whicle exercizes an influence upon the developmen: of things in that
seetion

L Those who, although having vielded submizzion to the national govern-
ment only when obliged (o do so, have a clear pereeption of the irreversible
changes producecd by the warcand honestly endeavor to accommodeate thems
selves 1o the new order of thing=. Many of them ave not free from traditional
prejudiee but open 1o eonvietion, and may be expeeted 1o aet in good faith
whatever they do. This classis compozed, in it majority, of persons of mature
age—nplanters, merchants,ud profeszional men ;. ome of them arve active in the
recons ruction movement, but holdness and enevgy are, with a few individual
exceptions, not among their disiingaizhing gqualities,

2. Those whose principal objeet i 1o have the States without delay restored
to their pozition and influence in the Union and the people of the States to the
abzolute control of theiv home coneerns. They are ready. in order (o attain
that objeet, to make any oztensible coneeszion that will not prevent them from
arvanging things to =uit their taste ax xoon as that ohjeet is attained, This class
comprizes i considerable wnmber, probably a large majority, of the professional
polivicians who are extremely active it the reconstruction movement,  They are
iowd in their praize of the President’s veconstenetion policy, and clamorous for
the withdrawal of the federal troops and the abalition of the Freedmen’s
Bureau.

3. The incorrigibles, who =till indulize in the swagger which was so customary
before and during the war, and - =till hope for a time when the southern confed-
eracy will achieve it independence, This elass consist= mostly of young men,
and comprizes the loitevers off the towns ad the idlers of the country.  They
perscente Union men and negroes whenever they ean do g0 with impunity, in-
sist clorouzly upon their < right=" and ave extremely impatient of the pres-
enee of the federal soldicrs. 3 pood many of them have taken the oaths of
allegiznes and anmesty, and associated themselves with the second elass in their
political operations, This clement i by o means unimportant ; it is strong in
rutmbers, deals in brave alk, addressex iselt diveetly and ineessantly to the
patsrionz and prepndices of the masses, and commands the admiration of the
Wolnen.

4 the anultitude of people who have no delinite ideas about the cireum-
stanees under which they live aud about the course they have to follow ; whese
intelleers wre weal, but whose prejndices and impulzes are strong, and who are
apt to he carried along by those who know how to appeal to the Tatter, ,

Much depend<upon the relative strength and influence of these celasses.  In
the conrse of thiz report you will find statements of facts which may furnish a
bitsi= tor an e<timate, But whatever their differences may be, on one point they
are agreed s further vesistance to the power of the national government is nse-
fess, aind submiszion to it anthovity womatter of necessity. It is true, the right
of zecess<ion in theory iz =till helieved in hy wost of those who formerly helieved in
ity som- are still entertaining a vague hope of secing it vealized at some future
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time, but all give it up as a practical impossibility for the present. A move-
ments in favor of sc paration from thie Union have, thevefore, heen practically
abandoned, and rezistance to owr military forees, on that score, has censed. The
demonstiations of Im~l|l|l_) to the troops and other agents of the government,
which are still oceurring in zome localities, and of which 1 <hall speak here-
after, spring from another class of motives. This kind of fovalty, however,
which i= produced by the fvrezistible pressure of force, and consizt= merely in
the non-commiszion of acts of rebellion, is of a negative character. and might,
as such, havdly be considered independent of civcumstanees aud contingencies.

ONTH-TARING.,

A demonstration of “returning loyalty” of a more positive character is the
taking of the oaths of .1]](-"nn('n- and amnesty preseribed by the general gov-
ernment. At first the number of persons who availed themselves of the oppor-
tunities offered for abjuring their adhesion to the cause of the vebellion was not
very large, but it inereased considerably when the obtaining of a pardon and
the u«rht of voting were made dcpvmlnnt wpon the previous pm!mm mee of that
act.  Persons hllm'r under any of the exeeptions of the amnesty proclama-
tion made haste to avert the impending danger; and politicians used every
means of persuazion to induce people to swell The number of voters hy clearing
themselves of all disabilitiex.  "T'he great irgument that this was neceszary 9 the
end of reconztructing their State governments, and of’ regaining the contral of
their home affairs and their influenee in the Union, was copionsly enlarged upon
in the letters and specehes of prominent individuals, which are hefore the country
and need no further comment. In some eases the taking of the oath was< pub-
licly recommended innewspapers and addrezzes with mw-nmgn-nmll\s and 1 have
listened to many private conversations in which it was treated with contempt
and ridieule.  While it was not generally looked upon in the State 1 visited as a
very serious matter, except as to the benefits and privileges it confers, 1 have
no doubt that a zreat many persons took it fully conzcious of the obligntions it
impoges, and lmm«tl\' intending to fulfil them.

The aggregate number of those who thus had qualified themselves for voting
previous to the election for the State conventions was not as large as nn”ht
have been expected. The vote obtained at these elections was generally r
ported as very light—in some localities \m]m ingly <o, It would, pe rlulw lw
worth while for the government to order up reports about the number of ouths
administered by the oflicers authorized 1o do o, previous to the elecetions for
the State conventions; such reports would serve to indicate how large a pro-
portion of the people participated in the reconztruetion movement at that time,
and to what extent the masses were represented in the conventions,

Of those who have not yet taken the oath of allegianee, most helong to the elass
of indifferent people wha = donot care one way or the other?” There are still some
individuals who find the oath to bhe a confeszion of defeat and a declaration of
gubmiz==ion too humiliating and too repugnant to theirfeeling=, It is to he ¢ xpeete «l
that the former will "r'ulu,lllv overcome their apathy, and the Ttter iheir sensi-
tiveness, and that, at a not remote day, all will have quadified themselves, in
point of form, to resume the right of citizenship.  On the whole, it may be said
that the vadue of the oaths taken in the outhern States iz neither above nor helow
the value of the pulilic oaths taken in other countries. A historieal examination
of the snlh)w't of ]mhtwnl oaths will lead to the conelusion that they ean he
very serviceable in certain cinergencies and for certain ohjects, hut that the v have
never insured the stability of a government, and vever improved the morals
of a l)(:upl('.
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FERLING TOWARDS THE SOLDIERS AND 'THE PEOFLE G THE NORTH,

A more subztantial evidenee of ¢ retnrning lovalty” would be a favorable
change of feeling with regard to the government’s friends and agents, and the
prople of the Toyal States generally. 1 mentioned above that all organized
attacks upon owr military forees stationed in the south have ceased; but there
are =till loealities where it iz unszafe tor a man wearing the federal uniform or
known ax an officer of the government to be abroad outside of the immediate
reach of our garrisons,  T'he shooting of single soldiers and government cou-
riers was not unfrequently veported while T was in the south, amd even ax late as
the middle of September, Major Miller, nesistmt adjntant. general of the com-
mizsioner of the Freedmen’s Burean in Alabama, while on an inspecting tour in
the southern eonties of that State, found it difficult to prevent a collision be-
tween the menacing populace and his ezcori His wagon-master was brutally
murdered while remaining but o short distanee behind the command, The mur-
ders of agents of the Freedmen’s Bureau have heen noticed in the publie papers,
These, and similar n('(-nn‘('h\-s. however, may be looked upon as izolated CRROR,
and ought to be charged, perhaps, ouly to the account of the lawless persons
who committed them.

But no instanee has come to my notice in whicl the people of a city or a
rural diztriet cordially featernized with the iy, Here and there the soldiers
were weleomed as protectors against apprehended dangers; bt genceral exhibi-
tioms of cordiality on the part of the population I'have not heard ot There ave,
indecd, honovable individual exeeptions to this rule,  Many perzons, maztly he-
longing to the first of the four classed above enumerated, are honestly strivine to
soften down the bitter feelings and traditional antipathics of their neighbors ;
others, who are acting more upon motives of policy than inclination, maintain
pleasant relations with the oflicers of the government.  Bat, upon the whole,
the soldicr of the Union is still Tooked upon as asteanger, an inteader—as the
“Yankee,” ¢ the cnemy It wounld he superfluous to enumerate instanees of
insult offered to our soldiers, and even to officers high in command; the existence
and intensity ol this aversion iz too well known to those who have served orare
now serving in the =outh to reguive proof.  In thiz matter the exceptions were,
when I was there, not numerows enough to affeet the rude. 1o the documents
accompanying thiz report you will find allusions confirming thiz statement. 1
would invite xpecial attention to the letter of General Kirby Smith, (accompany-
ing document No. 9.)

Thix feeling of aversion and rezentiment with regard to our soldiers may, per-
haps. be called natural. The animosities inflamed by afour years” war, and its
distressing incidents, eannot be easily overcome.  But they extend beyvond the
limits of the army, to the people of the novth. T have vead in southern papers
bitter complaints about the unfricadly <pirvit exhibited by the northern people—
complaints not unfrequently flavored with an admixture of vigorous vitupera-
tion,  But, as fir as my experience goes, the “unfriendly spirit”’-exhibited in
the north i al! mildness mnd affection compared with the popular temper which
in the south vent= it=elf in o variety of ways and on all possible ocensions,
No obzerving novthern man ean come into contact with the different elaszes com-
posing southern society without noticing it.  Hemay beveceived in social civeles
with great politencsz, even with apparent cordiality ; but =oon he will hecome
aware that, although he may he exteemed axoaman, he s detested as
“Yankee, "and, as the conversation becomes a little move confidential and throws
off ovdinary restraint, he iz not untrequently told so; the word # Yankee” «till sig-
nifies to them those trait= of character which the southern press has been so long
in the habit of attvibuting to the noythern people; and whenever they look around
them upon the traces of the war, they see in them, not the congequences of their
own folly, but the evidenees of »* Yaukee wickednes=" Tnmaking these general
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statements, T beg to be understood as always excluding the individual exeep-
tions above mentioned.

~ It is by no means surprizing that prejudices and resentments, which for years
were so assiduously cultivated and =o violently inflamed, should not have been
turned into aflvetion by a defeat; nor are they likely to disappear as long as
the southern people continue to brood over their logzes and mizfortunes. "U'he
will gradually subside when thoze who cutertain them cut resolutely loose from
the past and embark in a career of new activity on a common field with those
whom they have =o long considered their enemics,  Of this T shall =ay more in
another part of thiz report. But while we are certainly incelined to put upon
such things the most chavitable construction, it vemains nevertheless true, that
as lowg as these feelings exist in their present strength, they will hinder the
growth of that relinble kind of lovalty which springs from the heart and clings
to the country in good and evil fortune,

SITUATION OF UNIONISTS,

It would have been a promizing indieation of retwening loyalty if the old,
conziztent, uncompromizing Unionizt= of the south, and those northern men who
during the war =cttled down there to contribute to the proxperity of the coun-
try with their capital and enterprize, had rcecived that measure of considera-
tion to which their identification with the new order of things entitled them, It
would seem natural that the vietory of the national cause should have given
those who during the struggle had ramained the firm fricads of the Union, a
higher standing in society and an enlarged politieal influence. "This appears to
have been the ease during that fivst period” of anxious uncertainty when
known Unionists were looked up to as men whoze proteetion and favor might
be of high value, At least it appears to have heen so in some individual in-
stances.  But the close of that * fivst period” changed the aspeet of things,

It =truck me =oon after my arvival in the south that the known Unionistz—1
mean those who during the war had been to a certain extent identified with the
national canse—were not in communion with the leading social and politieal
civeles 1 and the further my obzervations extended the clearer it heeame to me
that their existenee in the =outh was of a rather precarious nature,  Already in
Charleston my attention waz ealled to the current talk mmong the people, that,
when they had the control of things once more in theiv own hands and were no
longer restrained by the presence of “Yankee” zoldiers, men of Dr. Mackey’s
stamp would not e permitted to live theve, At fivst T did not attach much import-
ance to such reports; but as I proceeded throngh the country, 1 heard the
sane thing so frequently repeated, at so many different places, and by o many
different persons, that 1 could no longer look upon the apprehensions expressed
to me by Unijonists az entively groundless. T found the same opinion enter-
tained by most of our militavy commanders,  Fven Governor Shawkey . in the
course of aconversition I had with him in the presence of Major General Os-
terhaus, admitted that, if our troops were then withdrawn, the lives of northern
men in Missizsippi would not be sale. "To show that such anticipations were
not extravagaut, 1 would refer to the letter addressed to me by General Oster-
haus.  (Necompanying document No. 10.; He states that he was compelled
to withdraw the gareison from Attala county, Missiz<ippi, the regiment to which
that garrizon belonged being mustered out, and that when the troops had been
taken away, four murders occurred, two of white Union men, and two of negroes,
(He informed me subsequently that the perpetrators were in custody.) — He goes
onto say: “'Fhere is no doubt whatever that the state of affaivs would be intoler-
able for all Union men, all recent innmigrants froni the north, and all negroes,
the moment the protection of the United States troops were withdrawn,”  Gen-
eral Osterhaus informed me of another murder of a Union man by a gang of
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lawless persong, in Jackson, about the end of June.  General Slocumn, in his
order prohibiting the ovganization of the State militin in Mississippi, =peaks of
the “ontrages committed againsgt northern men, government couriers, and ne-
groc=,”" (Accompanying document No. 120 He communieated to me anofti-
cial report from Licutenant Colonel Yorke, commanding at Port (tibson, to
General Davidson, pointing in the same divection.” General Canby stated to
me that he was obliged to dishand and prohibit certain patrol organizations in
Louiziana beeause they indulged in the gratifieation of private vengeance.
Licutenant. Hickney, assistant commissioner of the Freedinen’s Bureau, at
Shreveport, Louiziand, in noreport addressed to Assistant Commizsioner Con-
way, =ays: “ The Jite of & northern man who ix true to his country and the
spirit and genius of its institutions, and frankly enunciates hiz prneiples, is not
secure where there iz not a militay force to proteet him”  (Accompanying
decument No. 82) 0 Mre, Willian King, a citizen of Georgin, well known in
that State, stated to me in conversation: * There are a great many bk charac-
ters in the country, who would make it for some time unsafe- for known Union
people and northerners who may  scttle down here to live in this country with-
out the protection of the militey”” "P'he affair of Seottzborough, in the mili-
tary district of northern Alabama, where a sherifl arvested and attempted to
bring to trial for murder Union =oldicrs who had served against the guerillas
in that part of the country, an attempt which was frustrated only by the prompt
interterence of the district commander, has hecome generally known theough
the newspapers, (Accompanying document No, T9) It is not improbable
that many cazes similar to those above mentioned have seenrred in other parts
of the =outh without coming to the notice of the authorities,

Lt is true these are mere izolated eases, for which it would be wrong to hold
anyhady responsible who was not couneeted with them: but it is also true
that the apprehensions so widely spread among the Unionist< and northern
men were based upon the spivitexhibited by the people among whom they
lived. 1 found a good many thinking of ranoving themzelves and their fami-
lies to the novthern States, ad i ot troops should be soon withdrawn the ex-
odus will probably become quite extensive wnlesz things meanwhile change
for the hetter,

ASPECT oF FHE POLI'FICAL FIELD,

The status of this elasz of Unionistz in the political field corvesponds with
wlhat I have said above, I this vespeet T have obzerved practieal result= more
closely in Mizzis=ippi than inany other State, Dhad alveady Teft South Carolina
and Georgiawhen the eleetions for the State conventions took place. OF Alabama,
I =aw only 3lobile after the clection.  In Louisiana, o convention, alogizlature,
and a State government had already been eleeted, during and under the influ-
enee of the war, and 1 left hefore the nominating party conventions were held;
hoe T owas in Mississippi immediately after the adjonvmment of the State conven-
tion, aud while the canvass preparatory to the election of the Jegizlature and of
the State and connty officers wag going on. - Fvents have sinee sufliciently de-
veleped themselves in the other Siates to permit us to judgee how far Missis-
sippt enn be regarded as acvepresentative of the vest.  Besides, T found the gen-
cral spivit animating the people 1o he eszentially the same inall the States
ahove mentioned.

T'he election for the State convention in Mizsissippi was, according to the ae-
counts 1 have reeeived, not preceded by a very vigorons and rearching ean-
vasz of the views and prineiples of the candidates. s 1 stated before, the vote
wits very far from being full, and in most eazex the members were elected not
apon <teietly defined party issues, but upon their individual merits as to char-
acter, intelligenee, mnd standing in =ociety.  Only in a few places the contest
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between rival eandidates wag somewhat animated. Tt was probably the same
in Alabama, Georgia, and Sonth Carolina,

The Mizsissippi convention was, in its majorvity, composed of men belonging
to the first two of the four elasses above mentioned.  There were several Union
men in it of the inoflengive, comprowmizing kind—men who had been opposed to
secession in the beginning, and had abstained from taking a prominent part in
the yebellion unless obliged to do so, but who had, at least, readily aequiczecd in
what was going on. But there was, as far ax [ have been able to axcertain,
only one man there who, like the Unionizts of East Tennessce, had offered
active registance to the rebel anthorities.  Phis was My, Creawford, of Jones
county; he was clected by the poor people of that region, hig old followers, as
their acknowledged leader, and his may Justly be looked upon as an exceptional
ase. How he looked upon his situation appears from a speech he delivered in
that convention, and especially from the amended version of it placed into my
hands by a trustworthy gentleman of my acquaintanee who had listened o its
delivery.,  (Accompanying doceument No, 13.)  But several instances have come
to my knowledge, in which Union men of a sterner east than those deseribed as
acquiescing compromizers were defeated in the eleetion, and, aside from Mr.
Crawford’s case, none in which they suceeeded.

The impulses by which voters were actuated in making theiv choiee appeared
more clearly in the eanvass for State oflicers, Congressmen, and viembers of
the legislature, when the antecedents and politieal views of candidates were
more closely serutinized and a warmer contest took place,  'T'he population of
those places in the south which have been longest in the poszeszion of our armics
i= generally the most aceommodating ax to the new ovder of things: at least
the better elements arve there in greater relative strength. A Union meeting at
Vickzburg may, therefore, he produced as a not unfavorable exponent of” Missiz-
sippi Unionizxm. — Among the documents attached to this report you will find
three speeches delivered hefore sueh a meeting—one by My, Richard Cooper,
candidate for the attorney generalship of the State; one by Hon, Sylvanus Evans,
-andidate for Congress; and one by Colonel Partridge, candidate for aseat in the
legixlature, (Aecompanying document No. 1.4) - T'he speakers vepresented them-
selves as Unionmnen, and 1 have leuned nothing about them that would cast suspi-
cion upon the sineerity of their deelarations ax far as they go; but ald there qual-
ificd their Unionism by the same important statement. My, Cooper: < In 1550 1
opposed an attempt to break up the United States government, and in 1860 1
did the same. T taavelled in Alabama and Mizsis<ippi to oppose the measure,
( Applause.)  But after the State did secede, 1 did allin my power to sn=tain it.”
(Heavy applange)  Mr. Fvans: «In 1861 [ was a delegate from Landerdale
county to the State convention, then and in 1560 being opposed to the act of
seeeszion, and fought against it with ail my powers. But when the State had
seceded, T went with it as a matter of duty, and I sustained it until the day of
the swrrender with all my body and heart and” mind.” (Great applanse.)
Colonel Partridge s < He was a Union man before the war and a soldier in the
war.  He had performed his duty az a private and an officer on the battle-field
and on the staff)”

These speeches, fair specimens of a majority of those delivered by the better
class of politiciang before the better elass of audiences, furnish an indication of
the kind of Unionism which, by cdidates, i3 considered palatable to the
people of that region.  And candidates are generally good judges as to what
style of argument ix best calenlated to captivate the popular mind.  In =ome
isolated loealitics there may be zome chanee of success for a candidate who,
proclaiming himself a Union man, is not able to add, “but after the State had
seceded T did all in my power to sustain it,” although such loealities are certainly
searce and diflicult to find.
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It is not go diflienlt to find places in which a different =tyle of argument is
considered most serviceable,  Your attention is 1<-~p('ctlulh invited to a card
addressed to the voters of the sixth judicial distriet of Mizsizzippi by My, Joln
T Hogan, candidate for the oflice of district attorney.  (Acecompanying docu-
ment No. 135.) \\'h('n,.xt the commencement of the war, Kentucky resolved to re-
main in the Union, My, Hogan, so he informs the constitueney, was a eitizen of
Kentueky; beeause l\vnlm'l\v refused to leave the Union My, Hogan left Ken-
tueky. H(' went to \ll*\l\*l])])l, joined the rebel army, and was w nnn«l( dinbattle;
and heeause he Teft his native State 1o fight against the Union, “ therefore,” Mr,
Hogan tells his Missi=sippian constituency, “hie cammot feel that he is an alion
in their midst, and, with comething of confidence in the resuli, appeals to them
for their suffrage<”  Sucl i= My, Hogan's extimate of the loyaliy ot the sixth
Judicial distviet of Mizsizsippi.

A candidate relying for sueeess upon nothing but i identification with the
rebellion might be congidered as an extreme caxe, But, in fact, My, Hogan
only speaks out bluntly what other eandidates wrap up in Tengthy qui alifications.,
It is needless to accumalate specimens. 1 am sure no Missizzippian will deny
that il a candidate there based hig elaims upon the ground of his= having feft
Misasisisippi when the State seceded, in order to fight Tor the Union, his preten
sions would be treated as a picce of impudence, T feel warranted in saying
that Unionizm absolutely untinetured by any connexion with, or at least acquies-
cence in the rebellion, would have but little chance of political preferment any-
where, unless favored by very extraordinary circumstances; while men who,
during the war, followed the example of the Union leaders of Fast "Tennessee,
would in most places have to depend upon the proteetion of our military forees
for safety, while nowhere within the range of my obzervation wounld they, uwder
present cireumstances, be considered eligible to any position of trust, honor, or
influence, unless it be in the county of Jones, as long az the hayvonets of the
United States are «till there,

The tendeney of which in the preceding remavks 1 have endeavored to indi-
ate the character and divection, appearved to prevail in all the States that came
wnder my obzervation with equal foree, =ome izolated localities exeepted. None
of the provizional governments adopted the poliey followed by the late military
government” of ‘Tennessec’s fo select in every loeality the mozt veliable and most
('l]).l\)l(.‘ Union wmen for the purpoze of pl acing into their hands the positions
of oflicial influence.  Thoxe who had held the loeal oflices hefore and during
the rebellion were l‘(‘lll'l.l”) eappointed, and hadly any dizerimination made.
I such wholesale re-appointments were the only thing that could he done in x
hurry, it may be asked whether the huery was neeessary.  Even in Louiziana,
where a State govermment was orzanized during the war and under the influ-
enee of the sentiments which radiated from the e ups and he «ul(ll!nli'l'~ of the
Linion army, awd where there iz a0 Union element far stronger than in any other
of the Ntates 1 vizited, even there, men who have aided the vebellion h\' word
and net are crowding into places of trust and power. Governor Wellz, w hen he
wits cleeted Tiewtenant governor of Louisiana, was looked upon and voted for as
a thorough Unionist; hut hardly had he the patronage of the State government
in hiz hands, when he was carvied along by the ceemingly irvesistible carent.
Fven members of the  Conservative Union party,” and friends ol Governor
Wells, expressed their dizsatizfaction with the vemarkable < Jiberality” with
which he placed men into oflicial positions who had havdly retrned irom the
rebel army, or =ome other place where they had taken refuge to avoid living
under the flag of the United States. The apprehension was Dnatural that sucls
clements would =oon obtain %t power awd influence which the governor would
not be able to control even it he wizhed, Taking these things into considera-
tion, the re-nomination of Governor Wells for the governorzhip can eertainly not
be called a vietory of that Union seutiment to which he owed his first clection,
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While I was in New Orleans an oceurrence took place which may be quoted
as an illustration of the sweep of what 1 might eall the reactionary mocement.
When General Rhepley was military governor of Lounisiana, under General But-
lev's régime, a sehool board was appointed for the purpose of reorganizing the
public schools of New Orleans. A corps of loyal teachers was appointed, and
the education of the children was condueted with a view to make them loyal
citizens,  The national airs were frequently sung in the schoolz, and other ex-
ereizes introduced, ealeulated to impregnate the youthful minds of the pupils
with affeetion for their commry. It appears that this feature of the publie
schools was distasteful to that class of people with whose feclings they did not
accord, .

Mr. I Kennedy, acting mayor of New Ovleans, carly in September last, dis-
Banded the gchool hoard which o far had coudueted the edueational aflairs of
the city, and appointed a new one. The compesition of thix new xchool board
wits such as to induce General Canby to suspead it funetions until he could
inquire into the loyalty of its members, "T'he report of the ofiicer intrugted with
the investigation i amoug the documents aunexed hereto, (Accompanying doe-
ument No, 16.) It shows that a large majority of the members had sympathized
with the rebellion, and aided the confederate government in o variety of ways,
But as no evidence was elicited proving the members legally incapable of hold-
ing oflice, General Canby considered himzelf” ohliged to remove the prohibition,
and the new school hoard entered upon itz funetions,

Without offering any comment of my own, I annex an editorial taken from
the * New Orleans Tines,” of September 12, evidently written in defence of the
measure,  (Accompanying document No. 17.)  Its real substance, stripped of
all cirenmlocutions, ean be expressed in a few words: «The schools of New
Orleans have been institutions <o imensely and demonstratively loyal as to be-
come unpopular with those of our fellow-citizens to whom such demonstrations
are distasteful, and they must be bronght back under ©popular contiol’ =0 as to
make them eease to he obnoxious in itat particular” It was generally under-
stood, when the new schaol board wie appointed, that a My, Rodgers was to be
made superintendent of public schools.  Ta Major Lowell’s veport to Gieneral
Canhy (Accompanying document No. 16) thiz Mr, Rodgers figures as follows
“ Mr. Rodgers, the candidate for the position of superintendent of publie schools,
held the same oflice at the commencement of the war,  His conduet at that time
was imbued with extreme bitterness and hate towards the United States, and,
in his eapacity az superintendent, e introduced the « Bonnie Blue Flag” and
other rebiel songs into the exercizes of thv's;'lumls under hiz charge,  In histo-
vies and other books where the initials « U, 8. occwrred he had the sune erased,
and 08 subatituted. He uged all means in his power to imbue the minds
of the youth intrusted to hi< care with hate and malignity towards the Union,
He has just veturned from the late confederacy, where he has vesided diving
the war. At the time he left the city to join the army he lelt Lis property in
the eare of one Finley, who claims to be a Britih subject, but held the position
of sereeant in a confederate regiment of militia” No sooner was the above-
mentioned prohibition by General Canby removed when Mr Rodgers was actu-
ally appointed, and he now presides over the edueational interests ol New
Orleans,  T'here iz comething like system in such procecdings.

Similir ocenrrences, such as the filling with rebel oflicers of professorships in
the Military Institute of Louiziana, where formerly General Sherman held a
position, have already Lecome known to the country, and it is unnecessary to
o into further detailz. Many eages of this deseription are not of much iniport-
ance i thaiselves, bhut serve as significant indications of the tendency of things
in the south.

It is easily understood that, under <uch cirenmstances, nionizts of the con-
siztent, uncompromizing kind do not play an enviable part. It i asad fact that
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the vietory of the national arma has, to a great extent, resulied in something
like a political ostracizin of the most loyal men in that part of the country., More
than onee have 1 heard some of them complain of having been taunted by late
rebels with their il fortune; and it is, indeed, nurlam-lml) for them to reflect
that, if' they had yiclded to the current of public sentiment in the rebel States
instead of resix tnw it, their present gituation and prospectz2 would be mueh more
pleasing.  Nor is \uch a reflection c.\lcul.lt(ul to encourage them, or others, to

follow a similae conrse it simike ciergencies should again avise,

WHAT HAS BEEN ACCOMPLISHED.

While the generozity and toleration shown by the government to the people
lately in rebe llmu has not met with a com«pmulnw generosity shown by those
people to the government's friends, it has brought forth =ome results which, if
properly developed, will beecome of value, Tt has facilitated the re-establishment
of the forms of civil government, and led many of thosc who had been active in
the rebellion to take part in the act of hringing hack the States to their consti-
tutional relations ; and if nothing else were necessary than the mere putting in
operation of the m( re machinery Cof government in point of form, and not also
the aceeptanee of the results of the war and their development in point of spirit,
these results, although as yet mcmnpll te, might be ealled a satistactory advance
in the right dircetion.  "There is s at present, no danger of another insurreetion
agaiust the authority of the United States on a ].u*«ru seale, and the people are
willing to veconstruct their State govermments, nud to send their senators and
representatives to Congress,

But as to the moral value of these results, we must not indulge in any delu-
gions,  ‘There are two principal points to which 1 beg to call your attention,
in the first place, the rapid return to power and m”ll(,ll('(: of go many of thosc
who but recently were engaged in a bitter war against the Union, has had one
effect which was certainly not originally contemplated by the government.
P'reason does, under existing cireumstances, not appear odious in the south.
T'he people are not impresszed with any sense of' its eriminality,  And, secondly,
there is, as vet, among the southern people an wtter absence of national /'w'/iwr
I made it a business, while in the south, to wateh the sy mptoms of “returning
loyalty” as they appeared not only in private conversation, but in the publu
press and in the speeches delivered and the resolutions passed at Union meetings,
Havdly ever was there an expression of hearty attachment to the great mpubllc,
or an appeal to the impulses of patriotizm; but whenever =ubmission to the
national authority was declared and advoeated, it was almost uniformly placed
upon two principal grounds: That, under present cireumstances, the zouthern
people could “do no hetter;” and then that submission was the only means by
which they could rid themse Ives of the fe deral soldiers and obtain onee more control
of theiv own affairs,  Some of the speakers may have been inspived by higher
motives, but upon these two arguments they had principally to rely whenever
they wanted to make animpression upon the popular mind. 1t any excoptlon
i3 to be made to this rule it is Louisiana, in whose metropolis a different spirvit
was cultivated for some time; but even there, the return in mass of those who
followed the fortunes of the eonfederate fl ag during the war does not appear to
have a favorable influcucee upon the growth f that sentiment., (See Gen, Canby’s
letter, accompanying document No. 8.)  While admitting that, at present, we have
p(-llmps no right to expeet anything better than this submizsion—loyalty which
springs from m‘ca-wn_) and enleulation—I do not consider it safe for'the govern:
ment to base expeetations upoun it, which the manner in which it m.unhsl\
itselt does not |u~tlI) :

The reorganization of civil government is relieving the military, to a great
extent, of its police duties and judieial funetions; but at the time 1 left the
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south it was «ill very far from showing a satisfactory efliciency in the main-
tenanee of order and security,  In many distriets robbing and plundering was
going on with perfect impunity ; the roads were infested by bands of highway-
men; numerous assaults occurred, and several stage lines were congidered unsafe.
The statements of Major General Woods, Brigadier General Kilby Smith and Col-
onel Gilehrist, (accompanying documents Nos. 11,9 and 18,) give a terrible picture
of the state of things in the localities they refer to. It is stated that civil oflicers
are cither unwilling or unable to enforce the laws; that one man does not dare to
testify against another for fear of being murdered, and that the better clements of
socicty are kept down by lawless characters under a system of terrorism.  From
my own observation I know that these things are not confined to the districts men-
tioned in the documents above referred to.  Both the governors of Alabama and
Mississippi complained of it in oflicial proclamations.  Cotton, horse and cattle
stealing was going on in all the States 1 vizited on an extensive scale.  Such a
state ot demoralization would call for extraordinary measures in any country,
and it i3 diflicult to conceive how, in the face of the ineflicieney of the civil au-
thoritieg, the removal of the troops can be thought of.

T speaking above of the improbability of aningwrrectionary movement on a
large gcale, 1 did not mean to say that 1 considered resistanee in detail to the
execution of the laws of Congress and the measures of the government impossible.
Of all subjeets connected with the negro question I shall speak in another part
of this report. But there is another matter claiming the attention and foresight
of the government. It is well known that the levying of taxes for the pay-
ment of the interest on our national debt is, and will continue to be, very un-
popular in the gouth. It is true, no striking demonstrations have as yet been
made of any decided unwillingness on the part of the people to contribute to
the discharge of our national obligations.  But most of the conversations I had
with southerners upon this subject led me to apprchend that they, politicians
and people, are rather inclined to ask money of the government ag compensa-
tion for their emancipated slaves, for the rebuilding of the levees on the Mis-
sissippi, and various kinds of damage done by our armies for military purposes,
than, as the current expression is, to “help paying the expenses of the whipping
they have received.”  1n fact, there are abundant indications in newspaper
articles, public speeches, aud electioneering documents of candidates, which render
it eminently probable that on the elaim of compensation for their emancipated
slaves the southern States, as soon as readmitted to representation in Congress,
will be almost a unit.  In the Mississippi convention the idea was broached by
My, Potter, in an claborate speech, to have the late slave States relieved from
taxation “for years to come,” in consideration of “debt due them” for the
emancipated slaves; and this plea I have frequently heard advocated in private
conversations. I nced not go into details as to the cfforts made in some of the
southern States in favor of the assumption by those States of their debts con-
tracted during the rebellion. It may be assumed with certainty that thoge who
want to have the southern people, poor as they are, taxed for the puyment of
rebel debts, do not mean to have them taxed for the purpose of meeting our
national obligations. But whatever devices may be resorted to, present indica-
tions justify the apprchension that the enforcement of our revenue laws will
mect with a refractory spirit, and may require sterner measures than the mere
sending of revenue officers into that part of the country.

1 have annexed to this report numerous letters addressed to me by gentlemen
whose views on the loyalty of the southern people and kindred topics, formed
as they are upon an extended observation and long experience, are entitled to
consideration. (Letter of General Gillmore, accompanying document No. 1;
letter of Dr. Mackey, No. 2; letter of Mr. Sawyer, No. 3; letter of General
Hatch, No. 4; letter of Mr. Pilsbury, No. 5; statement of General Steedman,
No. 6; letter of General Croxton, No. 7; letter of General Canby, No. 8;
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letter of General Kirby Smith, No. 9, &e.) In these papers a variety of
opinions is expressed, some to a certain extent sanguine, others based upon a
less fuvorable experience. I offer them to you, without exeeption, as they came
to me. Mauy of the gentlemen who wrote them have never been in any way
connected with party polities, and their utterances may be looked upon as
coming from unbiassed and impartial observers,

THE NEGRO QUESTION—FIRST ANPECTS,

The principal cause of that want of national spivit which has existed in the
south o long, and at last gave birth to the rebellion, was, that the southern
people cherished, cultivated, idolized their peculiar intevests and institutions in
preference to those which they had in common with the rest of the American
people.  1lence the importance of the negro question as an integral part of the
question of union in general, and the question of reconstruction in particular.

When the war came to a close, the labor system of the south was already
much disturbed.  During the progress of military operations large numbers’of
slaves had left their masters and followed the columus of Jur armies; others
had taken refuge in our camps ; many thousands had enlisted in the service of
the national government.  Iixtensive settlements of negroes had been formed
along the scaboard and the banks of the Mississippi, under the supervision of
army oflicers and treasury agents, and the government was feeding the colored
refugees, who could not be advantageously employed, in the so-called contra-
band camps, Many slaves had also been removed by their masters, as our
armics penetrated the country, cither to T'exas or to the interior of Georgia and
Alabama. Thus a considerable portion of the laboring foree had been with-
drawn from its former employments.  But a majority of the glaves remained on
the plantations to which they belonged, especially in those parts of the country
which were not touched by the war, and where, conzequently, the emancipation
proclamation was not enforeced by the military power.  Although not ignorant
of the stake they had in the result of the contest, the patient bondmen waited
quictly for the development of things.  But as soon ag the struggle was finally
decided, and our forces were scattered about in d.tachments to occupy the
country, the so far unmoved masszes began to stir. The report went among
them that their liberation was no longer a mere contingency, but a fixed fact.
Large numbers of colored people left the plantations; many flocked to our
military posts and camps to obtain the certainty of their freedom, and others
walked away merely for the purpose of leaving the places on which they had
been held in slavery, and because they could now go with fmpunity.  Still
others, and their number was by no means inconsiderable, remained with their
former masters and continued their work on the ficld, but under new and as yet
unsettled conditions, and under the agitating influence of a feeling of restless-
ness. In some localitics, however, where our troops had not yet penctrated and
where no military post was within reach, planters endeavored and partially sue-
ceeded in maintaining between themselves and the negroes the relation of master
and slave, partly by concealing from them the great changes that had taken
place, and partly by terrovizing them into submission to their behests,  Buat
agide from these exceptions, the country found itzelf thrown into that confusion
which is naturally inseparable from a change g0 great and so sudden. The
white people were afraid of the negroes, and the negroes did not trust the white
people; the military power of the national government stood there, and was
looked up to, as the protector of botl,

Upon this power devolved the task to bring order into that chaos.  But the
order to be introduced was a new order, of which neither thie Inte masters nor
the late slaves had an adequate conception.  All the elements of society being
afloat, the difficultiecs were immenge.  The military oftficers and agents of the
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Freedmen's Burean, to whom the negroes applied for advice and gnidanee, cither
procured them =uch employment as “eould he found, or persuaded them to return
to their plwtations and to continue in the caltivation of” the crops, promising
them that their liberty, rights, and interests should be protected.  Upon the
planters they urged the necessity of making faiv and equitable contracts with
the freedmen, admonizhing them to treat their laborers as free men ought to bhe
treated, These efforts met with such sueceess as the difficulties ~mlmumlmnr the
problem permitted to expeet. Tavge numbers of negroes went back to the
lields, according to the adviee !ln) had reccived, lmt considerable accumula-
tions still remained i and wround the towns and along the seaboard, where

there was no adequate amount of profitable employment for them, T'he making
and approving of contracts progressed as rapidly ax the small number of officers
engaged in that line of duty made it pozsible, but not rapidly in proportion to
the vast amount of work to be aceomplished. "The husiness experienee of many
of the officers wax but limited 5 here and there experiments were tried which
had to be given up.  In numerons eases contracts were made and then broken,
cither by the employers or the laborers, and the officers in charge were over-
whelmed with complaints from both =ides,  While many planters wanted to
have the Eiborers who had left them haek on their plantations, others drove
those that had remained away, and thus inereased the number of the unem-
ployed.  Morcover, the great change had burst npon the country in the midst
of the agriceltural lnbor =eason when the crops that were in the ground required
steady work to make them produce a satisfactory yield, and the interruption of
llbm, which could not but be very extensive, caused considerable damage.  In
one word, the ¢fforts made could not prevent or remedy, in 2o short a tnm-, the
serious disorders which are always conneeted with a period of precipitons fransi-
tion, and which, although nataral, ave exeeedingly embarrassing to those who
Lave to deal with them,

T'he solution of the social problem in the south, if left to the free action of
the southern people, will depend upon two things: 1, upon the ideas enter.
tained by the whites, the “ruling class” of the problem, and the manner in
which they aet upon heir ide as; and 2, upon the capacity and conduet of the
colored people.

OPINIONS OF 'I'2HE WHI'TES,

That the result of the free labor experiment made under circumstances so
extremely unfavorable should at once be a perfect zuecess, no reasonable person
would expeet. Nevertheless, a large majority of the southern men with whom
¥ eame into contact anmounced their opinions with o positive an agsurance ag
to produce the impression that their minds were fully made up. In at least
nineteen eases of twenty the reply I received to my inquiry about their views
on the new system was uniformly thi<:  “You cannot make the negro work
without physical compulzion.” I heard this hundreds of times, heard it wher-
ever T went, heard it in nearly the same words from 2o many different persons,
that at last I eame to the conclusion that this is the prevailing sentiment among
the =outhern people. There are exeeptions to this rule, hut, as far ax my infor-
mation extends, far from enough to affeet the rule.  In the accon 1p‘mym" doc-
umentt you will find an abundanee of proof in %nppmt of this statement. 'T'here
is hardly a paper relative to the negro question annexed to this report which
does not, in 2ome direet or indireet way, corroborate it.

~Unfortunately the disorders necessarily growing out of the transition state

continually furnizheld food for argument. I found but few people who were
willing to make due allowance for the adverse influence of exceptional cireum-
stances. By a large majority of those I came in contaet with, and they mo~tly
belonged to the more intelligent class, every irregularity that occurred wa
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directly charged against the system of free labor. If negroes walked away from the
plantations, it was concluzive proof of the incorrigible instability of the negro,
and the impracticability of free negro labor.  If some individual negroes violated
the terms of their contract, it proved unanswerably that no negro had, or ever
would have, a just coneeption of the binding foree of a contract, and that this
system of free negro Inbor was bound to be a failure.  If some negroes shirked,
or did not perform their task with suflicient alacrity, it was produced as irrefu-
table evidence to show that physical compulsion was actually indizpensable to
make the negro work. I negroes, idlers or refugees erawling about the towns,
applied to the authorities for subzistence, it was quoted as incontestably establish-
ing the point that the negro was too improvident to take care of himself, and must
neeessarily be consigned to the care of a master. 1 heard a Georgia planter
argue most seriouzly that one of his negroes had shown himself certainly unfit
for frcedom beeause he impudently refused to submit to a whipping. T fre-
quently went into an argument with those putting forth such general assertions,
uoting instances in which negro laborers were working faithfully, and to the
entire satizfaction of their employers, as tue employers themselves had informed
me.  In amajority of cases the reply was that we northern people did not
understand the negro, but that they (the southerners) did ; that as to the par-
ticular instances I quoted I was probably mistaken; that 1 had not closely in-
vestigated the cases, or had been deceived by my informants; that they Anew the
negro would not work without compulsion, and that nobody could make them
believe he would.  Arguments like these naturally finished such digeussions,
It frequently struck me that persons who conversed about cvery other subject
calmly and =enzibly would loze their temper as soon as the negro question was
touched.

EBFFECTS OF SUCH OPINIONS, AND GENERAL TREATMENT OF THE NEGRO,

A belief, conviction, or prejudice, or whatever youw may call it, so widely spread
and apparently so deeply rooted as this, that the negro will not work without phy-
sical compulsion, is certainly ealeulated to have a very serious influence upon the
conduet of the people entertaining it. Tt naturally produced a desire to preserve
slavery in its original form as much and as long as possible—-and you may, per-
haps, remember the admission made by one of the provisional governors, over
two months after the close of the war, that the people of his State still indulged
in a lingering hope slavery might yet he preserved—or to introduce into the new
system that clement of physical compulsion whieh would make the negro work.
Efforts were, indeed, made to hold the negro in his old state of subjection, espe-
cially in such localities where our nilitary forees had not yet penetrated, or where
the country was not garrisoned in detzail.  Here and there planters sueceeded for a
limited period to keep their former slaves in ignorance, or at least doubt, about
their new rights; but the main agency employed for that purpose was foree
and intimidation.  In many instances negroes who walked away from the plan-
tationg, or were found upon the roads, were shot or otherwise severely punished,
which was caleulated to produce the impression among those remaining with
their masters that an attempt to eseape from slavery would result in certain
destruction. A large proportion of the many acts of violence committed is un-
doubtedly attributable to this motive.  The documents attached to this report
abound in testimony to this eflect.  Forthe sake of illustration T will give ome
instances : : :

Brigadier General Fessenden veported to Major General Gillmore from Winns-
boro’, South Caroling, July 19, as follows : «'I'he gpirit of the people, especially
in those districts not gubject, to the salutary influence of General Sherman’s
army, is that of concealed and, in some instances, of open hostility, though
therce are some who strive with honorable good faith to promote a thorough re-

Ex. Doc, 2—2
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conciliation hetween the government and theiv people, A spirit of bitterness
and persceution manifests itself towards the negroes, "Phey are <hot and abused
outside the immedinte proteetion of ony torees v men who announce the deter-
mination to take the law ito thee own hands, in defiance of our authority. To
proteet the negro amd punish these stll vebellious individuals it will be neeses-
sary to have This conutry pretty thickly settled with soldier<”” [ received
similar verbal reports from other” parts of South Carolina.  I'o show the hopes
still indulged in by =ome, 1 may mention that one of the sub-district com-
manders, as he himself informed me, uew planters within the Timits of his
command who had made contracts with their former slaves arowedly for the
ohjeet of keeping them together on their plantations, so that they might have
them near at hand, and (hll\ more casily reduce them to their former ('ond)tmn,
when, after the vextoration of” the civil power, the “unconstitutional cmancipa-
tion proclamation”” would be =et aside,

Cazes in which negroes were kept on the plantations, cither by ruze or vio-
lenee, were frequent enough in South Cavolina and Georgin to eall forth from
General Saxton a civeular threatening planters who persisted in this practice
with loss of their property, and from Major General Steedman, commander of the
department of Georgia, an order hearing upon the same subject. At Atlanta,
Georgia, T had an opportunity to exaumine zome eases of the nature above de-
ceribed my=clf. While T was there, 9th and 10th of August, several negroes
e into town with bullet and bhuckshot wounds in their hodies,  From th« e
statements, which, however, were only corroborating  information pu\mu =1y
received, it appeared that the reckless Sand restless charaeters of that region add
combined to keep the negroes where they helonwed,  Several freedmen were
shot in the attempt to exeape, others suceceded in eluding the vigilanee of their
persecutors ;. large numbers, terrified by what they saw and ln.n'(l, quu'tly re-
mained under (he restraint impozed ipon them, waiting for Letter opportunities,
The commander of the sub-diztrict and post informed wme that hands of guerillas
wers prowling ahout within a few miles of the city, making it danwmm\s for
soldicrs and freedmen to show themselves outside of the immediate reaeh of the
garrison, and that but a few days previous to my arvival a small xquad of men
he had sent out to serve an order upon a planter, concerning the treatment of
freedmen, had been driven back by an armed band of over twenty men, headed
by an individual in the uniform of a vebel oflicer, .

As our troops in Georgia were at that time mostly concentrated at a number
of central points, and not seattered over the State in =mall detachments, bhut
little information was obtained of” what was woing on in the intevior of the
country. A similar system was followed in Al \bmn ity but enough has become
known to indicate the condition of things in localitics not nnnwduml) under
the eye of the military.  In that State the effortx made to hold the negro in a
staie “of subjection appear to have been of o particul: wly atrocious nature.
Rumors to that cffeet which reached me at Montgomery induced me to make
inquiries at the post hospital. The vecords of that in=titution showed a number
of rather startling cases which had occurved immediately after the eloseof the war,
aind some of a mnu-u(cnt date; all of which proved that negroes leaving the plan-
tations, and found on the roads, were exposed to the savagest lwmu(-ul An
extract from the records of” the hospital is appended, (d('(mupumm«r docnment
No. 20;) also a statement signed by the provost marshal at’ Sclna, Alabama,
Major 1.1, Houston, (.lccmnpnnymu‘ document No. 21.)  He says: “'There
have come to my notice oflicially twelve cases, in which I am mm.lll\ certain
the trinls have not been had )(t, that negroes were killed b) whites. Tn a ma-
jority of caces the provacation conzisted in the negroes’ ts)m«r to come to town
or to return to the plantation atter having been sent away.  The eases above
cnumerated, I an convineed, are but a =mall part of those that have actually
been perpetrated.””  Inoa report to General SRwayne, assistant commissioner of
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the Freedmen’s Bureau, in Alabama, communicated to me by the general, ¢ ap-
tain Poillon, agent of the burean at Mohile, says of the um(lm«m of things in
the southwesten part of the State, July 29« There are vegular patrols |m.~u(1
on the rivers, who board some of the boats; after the boats leave they hang,

shoot, or drown the vietims they may find on them, and al thoze found on thu
roads or comine down the rivers are ; alinost inv: ariably murdered, * * ¥
The bewildered and terrified freedmen know not what to do—to le ive is death :
to remain ix to suflfer the inereased burden imposed apon them by the eruel
taxkmaster, whose only interest iz their labor, wrnng from them ln every de-
vice an inhuman nwcmm\('.m devize : hence the las h and murder is vesorted to
“to mtimidate those \\'hmn fear of an awful (lmth alone eause to remain, white
patrols, negro dogs and ~|>|(-.~. dizguized as Yankees, keep constant guard over
these unfortunate people” Ina letter addressed to my=elf, Septe mber 9, Cap-
tain Poillon say=:  Organized patrols, with negro hounds, kee p euard over the
thoronghfares ; hands of Tuwltss robbers (raverse the country, and the unfortu-
nate who attemptz to eseape, or he who returns for his wife or child, is wayluid
or pursued with hounds, mud shot or hnng.” (Aceompanying document \u.‘»‘z.)

In \li«i«ippi I reecived informationof a similar character. T would respeet-
fully invite your attention to two letters—one by Colonel Hayne, Ist Texas
cavalry, and one by Colonel Brinkerhoft—giving inte rexting deseriptions of the
condition of the freedmen, and the spirit of tlu- whites \llulll\ alter the elose of
the war.  (Accompanying documents Nos, 23 and 24.) Licutenant Colonel
P.J. Yorke, post commander at port Gibson, \Ih\!w\mn, reported 1o General
Davidson, on August 26, that a “ county patrol ™ had heen ovganized by citizens
of his sub-district, which, for reazons given, hie had been nl;lwml to (ln-l-:md one
of these reaszons wag, in hisz own lnwmw*, that: < T'he company was imnwd out,
of what they ealled picked men, 7. ¢, those only who had heen actually engaged
in the war, and were known as strong disanionizt=. "I'he negroes in the w('lmnk of'
country these men controlled were l\( ptin the most .il;)v(-l shwvery, and treated-
in every way contrary to the requirements of General Hl(lt- rs No: 129, from the
\\',n Department.”  (Acccompanying document \'o 25.)  Ax late as Se plumlu-r
20, Captain J. H, We ber, agent of the Freedmen's Bmvm, reported to Colonel
Thomas, assiztant commizzioner of the hureau, in the State of Missiszippi, as fol-
lows: *In many cazes negroes who left theiv homes during the war, and have
heen within our military lines, and havi ing provided homes Bere for their amilies,
coing back to get their wives and (lnl(ll( 1, have been driven off, and told ('I:ll
t]u) uml(l not l|.|\v them. In several eases guards have been sent to aid people
in getting their fimilies; in many others it hiats heen impracticable, as the distanee
was too great.  In portions of the novthern part of this district the colored
people are kept in slavery still. "The white people tell them that they were free
during the war, but the war is now over, and they mnst go to w ork again as
before. The reports from sub-commissioners nearest that locality show that the
blacks are in a much worse state than ever before, the able-bodied being kept
at work under the Tash, and the young and infirm driven oft’ to care for then-
selves,  As to protection from the civil authorities, there is no =uch thing out-
side of this city.”  (Accompanying document No. 26.)

The conviction, however, that =lavery in the old form cannot be maintained
has forced itgelf upon the minds of many of thoze who ardently desived its pre-
servation,  But while the necessity of a new system was recognized as far ag
the vight of pmpm‘ y in the individual negro is concerned, many attempts were
wade to intraduce into that new gystem tho element of ph)’“lt«ll mmpul-mn which,
as above stated, ix o generally considered indizpensable. This was done by
simply adhering, as lo(hv treatment of the laborers, ag much as possible to the tra-
ditions of the old system, even where the relations hetween e lnplo) ers and labor-
ers had heen fixed hy contract. The practice of corporal punizhment was still
continued to agreat extent, although, perhaps, not in <o regular a manmer as it
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was practiced in times gone hy, Tt iz hardly neees=ary to quote any documentary
evidence on thix point; the papers appended to thiz report ave full of testimony
corroborating the statement. The habit i =0 inveterate witl a great many per-
sons as to render, on the least provocation, the impulse to whip a negro almost
irresistible, Tt will continue to he =o until the outhern people will have learned,
so as never to forget it, that a black man has rights which awhite man is bound
to respeet,

Here 1 owill insert zome remarks on the general treatment of the blacks as a
class, from the whites as a class. It is not on the plantations and at the hands
of the planters themselves that the negroes have to suffer the greatest hardships.
Not only the former slaveholders, hut the non-zlaveholding whites, who, even
previous to the war, seemed 1o he more ardent in their pro-slavery feelings than
the planters themselves, are possessed hy asingularly bitter and vindicetive feel-
ing against the colored race sinee the negro has ceazed to he property, The
peeuniarvy value which the individual negro formerly represented having dis-
appearced, the maiming and killing ot colored men seems to be looked upon by
many s one of those venial offences which must be forgiven to the ontraged
feelings of a wronged and vobbed people. Besides, the serviees rendered hy the
negro to the national cause during the war, which make him an ohjeet of spe-
cial interest to the Toyal people, make him an object of particular vindictive-
ness to those whose lrearts were set upon the snecess of the rebellion. The
number of murders and aszaultz ]wrlnrn':llv(l upon negroes = \'(,'ry'gr(,';ll ;o We can
form only an approximative estimate of what is woing on in thoze parts of the
south which are not clozely garvizoned, and from which no regular reports are
received, by what oceurs under the very eyes of our military authoritics. As 10
my personal expericnee, I will only mention that dwring my two day= sojourn at
Atlanta, one neero was stabbed with fatal effect on the street, and three were
poizoned, one of whom died.  While I was at Montgomery, one negro was et
acrozs the throat evidently with intent to kill, and :nother was shot, but both
eseaped  with their Tives. Several papers attached to this report give an ac-
count of the number of capital cases that oceurred at certain places during a
certain period of time. Tt is asad fact that the perpetration of those acts iz not
confined to that claz= of people which might he ealled the rabble,  Several
“eentlemen of standing” leve been tried before militiy commizzions for such
oflences,

These statementz are natwrally not intended o apply 1o all the individaals
composing the souihern people.” There are cerfhinly many planters whao, be-
fore the rebellion, treated theiv slaves with kindness, and who now continue to
treat them as free laborers in the zame neumer. There are now undoubtedly
many plantations in the south on which the relations between employers anl
employds are Dased upon mutual good will. There ave certainly many people
there who entertain the hest wishes for the welfare of the negro race, and who
not only never participated in any acts of violenee, but who heartily disap-
prove them. 1 have no doubt, a large majority can, as to artual participation—
not, however, as to the hitter spirit—1I offer a good pleaof not guilty, Bat how-
ever large or small «onumber of people may be guilty of complicity in such
acts of persecution, those who are opposed to them have certainly not <hown
themselves gtrong enough to restrain those who perpetrate or favor them. So
far, the spirit of persecation has shown itzelf’ 2o strong as to make the protee-
tion of the freedman by ihe military arm of the government in many localities
necessiry —in ahnost all, desirable. Tt must not be forgotten that in a commu-
nity a majority of whose members is peaceably dizposed, but not willing or not
able to enforce peace and-order, a comparatively =mall number of hold and law-
less men ean determine the character of the whole.  The rebellion itself, in
some of the southern States, furnizhed a striking illustration of this teath,
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GENERAL IDEA2 AND SCHEMES OF WHITES CONCERNING THE FREEDMEN.,

Some of the planters with whom 1 had oceasion to converse expressed their
determination to adopt the course which best accords with the spirit of free
labor, to make the negro work by offering him fair inducements, to stimulato
hi= sonbition, and to extend to him those means of intellectual and moral im-
provement which are best ealenlated to make him an intelligent, reliable and
eflicient free laborer and a good and usctul eitizen. Those who expressed sucely
ideas were almost inviiably professed Union men, and far above the average in
point of mental ability and cuhwre, T found a very few instancees of original
seeessionists alzo manifesting a willingness to give the free-labor experiment
a fair trial. 1 can represent the sentiments of this small class in no better way
than by quoting the Ianguage used by an Alabama judge in a conversation with
me. 1 am one of the most thoroughly whipped men in the south,” said he ; <1
am a genuine old seeessionist, and 1 helieve now, as T always did, we had the
constitutional vight to secede. But the war has settled that matter, and it is all
over now,  As to this thig of free negro labor, T do not believe iuit, but |
will give it a fair trial. 1 have a plantation and am going to make contracts
with my hands, and then T want o veal Yankee to run the machine for me; not
one of your New Yorkors or Penusylvaniang, but the genuine article from Mas-
sachusetts or Vermont—one who ean not only farm, but sing psahins and pray,
and teach sehool——a real abolitionist, who believes in the thing just as I don'’t be-
lieve init. I he does not sueceed, 1 =hall eonsider it proof conclusive that you
are wrong anch T am right.”

I regret to say that views and infentions =0 reasonable T found confined to a
small minority,  Aside from the aszwmption that the negro will not work with-
out physical compulzion, there appears to be another popular notion prevalent
in the south, which =tands as no less sevious an obstacle in the way of asuceess-
ful solution of the problem. Tt ix that the negro exizts for the special objeet of
raixing cotton, vice and sugav _for the whites, and that it i< ilegitimate for him
to indulge, like other people, inthe pursuit of hiz own happiness in hixown way.
Although it is admitted that he has ceased to be the property of a master, it is
not adwmitted that he has avight to hecome his own master.  As Colonel T'homas,
assistant commissioner of the Freedmen's Bureaw in Missizsippi, in o letterad-
dressed to me, very pungently expresses it The whites esteem the blacks
theiv property by natural right, and, bowever mueh they may admit that the re-
lations of mazters and slaves have heen destroyed by the war and by the Pres-
ident’s emancipation proclimation, they still have an ingrained feeling that the
blacks at large belong to the whites at large, and whenever opportunity serves,
they treat the colored people just as theiv profit, caprice or passion may die-
tate.  (Accompanying document No. 27.)  An ingrained feeling like this is apt
to bring forth that =ort of elazs legislation which produces Taws to govern one
clazs with no other view than to benefit another, This tendeney can he dis-
tinetly teaced in the vipious schems for regulating labor which here and there
see the light, ’

Immediately after the emaneipation of the slaves, when the general confu-
sion was moxt perplexing, the prevadent desive among the whites seemed to be,
it they could not retain their negroes as slaves, to get rid of them entirely.
Wild speculations were indulged in, how to remove the colored population at
once and to import white laborers to fill its place; how to obtain a saflicient
supply of coolies, &e, &eo Even at the present moment the removal of the
freedmen is strongly advoeated by thoze who have the traditional horror of afree
negro, and in some seetions, expecially where the soil is more adapted to the cul-
tivation of cereals than the vaising of the staples, planters appear to-he ineline d
to drive the negroes away, at least from their plamtations. 1 was informed by a
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prominent South Carolinian in July, that the platers in certain localities in
the northwestern part of hi= State had been on the point of doing =0, but
better counsel had been made to prevail upon them ; and Colonel Robinzon, 97th
United States Colored Infantry, who had been =ent out to several counties in
southern Alabama to adminizter the amnesty oath, u»pmlwl ageneral disposi-
tion among the plhnters of that region to “set the colored pe nplv whao had culti-
vated their crops during the sumwmer, adrift as soon ax the erops would he =e-
cured, and not 1o permit th«- mmm to remain upon any footing of wpmht) with
the white man in that country.”  (Accompanying document No. 25 The dix-
position to drive away all the no-rm(s frony lhn |»l.un tions wias undoubtedly
contined to a few districts ; and as far as the seheme of wholesale deportation iz
concerned, practical men heemme aware, that it they wanted to have any labor
done, it would have heen bad policy to move away llw laborers they now have
beforeothers were thereto fill their places. A1 these deviees promixing at best
only distant relief, and free negro Jabor being the only thing in immediat
prospeet, many ingenious heads =et about to solve the ]nul»lvm. how to make
free lahor vnmpul.\m_\ by permanent regulations,

Shortly after the close of the war some South ¢arelina planters tried trsolve
this problem by introducing into the contraetz provizions leaving only a small
share of the erops to the frecdimen, subjeet to all sorts of constructive charges,
and then binding them to work off the indebtedness they might incur. It being
to a great extent in the power of the employer to keep the Iaborer in debt to
him, the employer might thas obtain a permanent hold upon the person of the
laborer. It was wnu'llnn«r like the gystem of peonage existing in Mexico.
When these contracts were submitted to the military authoritics for ratifieation,
(ieneral Hateh, commanding at Charleston, at onee i=sued an order prohibiting
such arangements, 1 had an opportimity to examine one of these contracts,
and found it drawn up with much carve, and evidently with a knowledge of the
full hearings of the provisions go inserted.

Appended to this report i= & memorandum ol a conversation I had with Mr,
W. King, of Georgia, a gentieman of good political sentiments and undoubtedly
henevolent intentions. e recommends a kind of grardianship to be exereised
by the emlployer over the freedman, e is a i.m representative, not of the
completey wnprejudiced, but of the more libeval-minded class of planters, and
his sayings show in what diveetion even those who are not actuated by any
spirit of bitterness against the negro, seck w way out of theiv perplexities. ©\e-
companying doctment No., 29))

I annex alzo two documents =ubmitted to Me. Benjamin 17 Flanders, special
treasury agent at New Orleans, who then had the management of freedmen’s
aftnirs in l,mu siana, in November and December, 1861 Phey are not of a re-
cent date, but may be taken as trae ve presentations of the ideas and sentiments
entertained by large mumbers to-day. "The firzt (accompanying document No.
30) contains “ull'nrwlmm on the w ants of planters hetore ¢ mlmn]mw their c:npn.ll
in the cultivation of st iple crop=." and was submitted by acommittee to ameeting
of planters at New Orleans, November 21, 1864 I speaks foritelf, T he
others (lwmnpun)nw document No. 31 is o letter addressed 1o Mr. Flanders
by M. I Gibison, a Lounisiana planter, who iz well kuown in New Orleans as
professing much affeetion for the negro. It commiences with the azsertion that he
“has no prejudices to overcome, and “Would do the black all the good in hiz power
and winds up with a poxtzeript strongly inzisting upon the llt’(‘l',-,\lt‘\' of crnpm.ll
punishment, the < great desideratum in obtaining Inbor from free blacks being
iUs enforcement.”

MENICIPAL REGULATIONS,

The motives and =pirit bringing forth such ideas found a =till elearer expres.
sion in some attempted munieipal regulations. In no State within the range of
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my observation had, at the time of my visit, =0 ‘much progress heen made in the
reorganization of loeal government ax in Louisiana. In most of the parvishes
the pmgsh anthorities had exercized their functions for some time; in others
the organization was less complete. Governor Wells informed me that he had
filled the parish oftices with men recommended to him by the people of the
parishes, and it i fair toassume that in most cases the appointees represented
the views and zentiments of the ruling clazs. Some of the local authorities =0
wpointed furnished us an indieation of the principles upon which they thought
t best to regulate free labor within theiv jurisdiction.

Mr. W. B, Stickney, agent of the Freedmen’s Bureaw at Shreveport, Louisi-
ana, reported to the assiztant commissioner of the hureau in Louisiana as fol-
lows: ** Augnst L—"The following 1= a literal copy of a document brought to
thiz oflice l)) acolored man, \\hwh iz conclusive evidenee that there are those
who still elaim the negro as their property :

“'T'his boy Calvin has permit to hire to whom he plm e, but I shall hold
him as my property until set free by Congress. July 7, 1565, (Signed.) 1oV,
Trony. "

The =pivit df the above also made its appeavanee in another form, in the
action of the police board of the parvizh of Bossier, which was an attempt to
revive at once the old slave laws, and to prevent the freedmen from obtaining
employment (away) from their former masters,  The gist of the enactment al-
luded to is contained in the paragraph directing the ofticers on patrol duty “to
arrest and take up all idle and vagrant persons running at large without employ-
ment and earry them before the proper authorities. to e dealt with as the law
diveets.” A vegulation like this certainly would make it dificult for freedmen
to leave their former masters for the purpose of sm-king_; employment elsewhere,
The matter wax =ubmitted to Brevet Major General Hawkins, commanding
western diztrict of Louisinna, who issued an order prohibiting the pavish pnhcv
forces from aresting freedmen unless for positive offence agniust the law,

Cleaver and more signifieant was the ovdnanee passed h) the police board of
the town of Ope lnu»h Louisiana,  (Ncenmpanying document No. 34.) It de-
serves careful pernsal. - Among a number of regulations applying exclusively
to the negro, and depriving himof all liberty of locomotion, the following striking
provisions are found:

Section 3. No negro or freedman shall he permitted to rent or keep a honse
within the limits of the town wnder any circemstances, ad any one thus oftend-
ing shall be ejected and compelled to find an employer or leave the town within
twenty-four hours. The lessor or furnisher of the house leased or kept as
above shall pay a fine of ten dollars for cach offence,

Section 4. No negro or freedman <hall reside within the limits of the town
of Opelousas who is not in the regular service of some white person or former
wmnener.

Seetion S, No freedman shadl sell, havter or exchange, any articles of mer-
chandise or traflic within the limits oft Opelousas withont permis<on in writing
from his employer, or the mayor, or president of the hoard,

This ordinance was at fivst approved by a Heatenant colonel of the United
States forces having loeal command there, and it iz worthy of note that there-
upon the infection spread at onees and similar ovdinanees were entertained by
the police hoards of the town of Franklin and of the parish of St ll.unh) (Ac-
companying document No, 35). The parvizh ordinance of St. ,umhy differs
from the town ordinances of Opelousas and Franklin in several points, and
wherever there is anydifference, itis in the diveetion of greater severity. It imposes
heavier fines and penalties thronghout, and provides, in addition, for a system
of corporal punishment, It is also ordained “ that the aforesaid penalties shall
he summarily enforced, and that it shall be the duty of the captain or chicef” of

1
<
.
1
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patrol to see that the aforesaid ordinances are promptly executed,”  While the
town ordinances provide that a negro who does not find an employer shall be
compelled to leave the town, the ]mn&h or county ovdinanee knows nothmg of
letting the negro go, but simply compels him to find au employer. Finally, it
i< ordained « that it shall e the duty of every citizen to act as a police officer
for the detection of offences and the apprehension of offenders, who shall be im-
mediately handed over to the proper eaptain or chiet” of patrol.’

It is true, an @ organization of free labor”” upon this plan wenld rot be ex-
actly the re-extablishment of slavery in its old form, but as for the practical
working of the system with' regard to the welfare of the freedman, the difier-
ence would only Be for the worse,  T'he negro iz not only not permitted to be
idle, but he is positively prohibited from \\ml\uw or carrying on a business for
himself; he is compelled 1o be in the = regular serviee™ of a white man, and it
he has no employer he is compelled 10 find one. It requires only a =imple un-
derstanding among the employvers, and the negro is just ag much bound to his
employer ¢« for hetter and for worse ™ as he was when slavery exizted in the old
forin.  If he should attempt to leave hiz ecmployer on account of non-payment
of wages or bad treatment he is compelled o find another one 5 and if' no other
will take him he will be compelled to veturn to him from whom he wanted to
escape.  The employers, under such circums=tances, are naturally at liberty to
arrange the matter of compensation according to their tastes,for the negro will
be compelled to be in the vegular =ervice of an employer, whether he receives
wages or not. T'he negro may be peymitted by hiz employver © to hire his own
time,” for in the spivit and intent of the ordinance hix time never properly be-
longs to him. But cven the old system of slavery was more liberal in this re-
speet, for such < permission to hire hiz own time” “shall never extend over
seven days at any one time.”” (See. 1) The =cctions providing for the ¢ sum-
mary” enforcement of the penalties and plaeing their infliction into the hands
of the *chief of patrol”—which, by the way, throws some light upon the ob-
Jeets for which the militia is to be reorganized—place the freedmen under a
wort of permanent martial law, while the provision investing every white man
with the power and authority of a police oflicer as against every black man
subjects them to the control even of those individuals who in other communities
are thought hardly fit to conteol themselves,  On the whole, thix picee of legis-
lation is a ¢triking embodiment of the idea that although the former owner has
lost hig individual right of property in the former slave, “the blacks at large
helong to the whites at 1: arge.)

Snch wag the “orgimization of free labor™ ordained by official= .nppmnt( ol l))
Giovernor Wells, and these ordinances were passed while both the emancipation
proclamation and w provision in the new constitution of Louisiana abolizhing
lavery in that State forever were recognized ax heing in full foree. 1t iz need-
lesz to say that as soon ag these procecdings came to the knowledge of the
I ru(lm(-n s Bureau and the department commander they were pmmplly over-
ruled.  But Governor Wells did not remove the police Thoards that had thus
attempted to revive slavery in a new form,’

The opposition to the negro’s controlling his own labor, carrying on business
independe ntly on his own account—in one word, working for his own benefit—
showed itself in a variety of way=.  Here and there munice ipal regulations were
gotten up heavily taxing or otherwize impeding those trades and” employ ments
in which colored people are mest likely to engage.  As an illustration, T annex
an ordinance passed by the common council of V icksbhurg, (l('(‘“lll]hlll)’il)"‘ doce-
ment No. 36,) together with a letter from Colonel T lmnn v in which he says:
“ You will see by the city ordinance that a drayman, or hackman, must file a
bond of five hundred dollars, in addition to paying for his licenze,  The mayor
requires that the bondsmeii must be frecholders. The laws of thix State do not,
and never did, allow a negro to own land or hold property 5 the white citizens
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refuse to sign any bondx for the freedmen.  The white citizens and authorities
say that it is for their interest to drive out all independent negro labor; that the
freedmen must hire to white men if they want to do this kind of work.”” I found
several instances of a similar character in the course of my obszervations, of which
I neglected to procare the documentary evidenee,

It may be said that these are mere izolated eases; and xo they are. But
they are the Toeal outeroppings of o gpirit which 1 found to prevail everywhere.
If there is any difference, it is in the degree of its intensity and the impa-
tienee or holdness with which it manifest= itself.  Of the agencies which =o
far restiained it from venturing more general demonstrations 1 <hall speak in .
another part of thix report,

EDUCATION OF PHE FREEDMEN,

[t would zecmn that all those who sincerely desire to make the freedman a
freeman in the true =enze of the word, must also be in favor of so educating him
as to make him clearly understand and appreciate the position he is to occupy
in lite, with all its right= and corresponding duties, and to impart to him all the
knowledge neeessary for enabling him to beecome an intelligent eo-operator in
the general movements of gociety.  As popular edueation is the true ground
upont which the efliciency and the suceesses of free-labor society grow, no man
who rejeets the former ean be accounted a consistent friend of the latter. It
i also evident that the education of the negro, to hecome general and effective
after the full restoration of local government in the south, must be protected and
promoted as an integral part of the edueational systems of the States,

I made it aspeeial point in most of the conversations 1 had with southern
men to inguire into their views with regard to this subject. I found, indeed,
some gentlemen of thought and liberal ideas who readily acknowledged the
necesity ot providing tor the education of the colored people, and who de-
clared themselves willing to co-operate to that end to the extent of their influ-
ence.  Nome planters thought of establishing <choolz on their estates, and others
would have heen glad to see measnres taken to that effieet by the people of the
neighborhoods in which they lived.  But whenever I asked the question whether
it might he hoped that the legislatures of their States or their connty authorities
would make provisions for negro edueation, 1 never received an aflivmative, and
only in two wr three instances feebly cencouraging answers, At last 1 was
forced to the conelusion that, azide from a small number of honorable exeep-
tions, the popular prejudice i= almost as bitterly set against the negro’s having
the advantage of education as it was when the negro wax a slave,  Phere may
be an improvement in that respeet, but it would prove only how wniversal the
prejudice was in former days,  Hundreds of times 1 heard the old assertion re-
peated, that “learning will =poil the nigger for work,” and that “negro eduea-
tion will be the ruin of the couth.”  Another most singular notion =till holds a
poteut =way over the minds of the masses—it iz, that the elevation of the blacks
‘will be the degradation of the whitee. They do not understand yet that the
continual contaet with an ignorant and degraded population must necessarily
lower the mental and morad tone of the other elaszes of society,  'This they
might have learned from actual experience, ax we in the north have heen
taught, also by actual experience, that the edueation of the lower orders is the
only reliable basis of the civilization as well as of the prosperity of a people,

The consequence of the prejudice prevailing in the southern States is tha
colored =chools ean be established and earrvied on with safety only under the
protection of onr military forees, and that where the latter are withdrawn the
former have to go with them. "There may be a few loealities forming excep-
tions, but their number i certainly very small. I annex a few papers bearing
upon thiz subject. One is aletter addressed to me by Chaplain Joseph War-
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ren, superintendent of edueation under the Preedmen’s Bureaw in Mississippi.
(Accmup‘m)uw document No. 37.)  The long and extensive experience of the
writer gives the views he eXpresses more than mdnmn weight, After desceribing
the general spivit of opposition to the edueation of the negroes exhibited in Mis.
sissippi, and enumerating the reasons assigned for it, he says: «In view of these
things 1 have no doubt but that, it our protection be. withdrawn, negro edueation
will be hindered in every possible way, including obstructions by frand and vio-
lence. 1 have not the smallest expectation that, with the State authoritics in full
power, a northern citizen would be protected in the exercise of lis constitutional
right to teach and preach to the colored people, and shall look for a renewal of
the fearful scenes in which northerners were whipped, tarred and feathered,
w:n'n(:d off, aud murdered, before the war””  "The letter gives many details in
<upport of this conclusion, and is in every respeet worth perusing.

In the letter of General Kirby Smith (Aceompanying document No. 9) oceurs
the following statement referring to the condition of things in Mobile, Afa.
bama: ©Threats were made to destroy all school-houses in which colored chil-
dren were taught, and in two instances they were fired.  The same threats were
made against all churehes in which colored pe ople assembled to, worship, and
one of them burned.  Continued threats of assassination were made against the
colored preachers, and one of them is now under special guard by order of
Major General W oods.”

While I wag in Louisiana General Canby received a petition, signed by
number of prominent citizens of New Orleans, praying him < to annul Order No.
38, which anthorizes a board of oflicers to levy a tax on the taxpayers of the
purish of Orleans to defray the expense of “educating the freedmen.”  The
reasons given for making this request are as follows: « Most of those who have
lost thun slaves by the vebellion, and whose lands are in the course of confisca-

tion, being thus deprived of the means of raixing corn for their hungry children,

have not anything left wherewith to pay such a tax. The order in quesgion,
they consider, violates that sacred principle which requires taxation to he equal
throughout the United States.  If the freedmen are to he educated at public
expense, let it be done from the treasury of the United States.””  (Accompanying
document No.38.)  Many of the signers of this petition, who wanted to be relieved
of the school tax on the ground of poverty, were counted among the wealthy men
of New Orleans, and t]u 'y forgot to statethat the free colored ('ll qment of Louisiana,
which repregents a eapital of at least thirteen millions and pays a not inconsid-
erable proportion of the taxes, contributes at the same time for the support of
the schools for whites, from which their ehildren are excluded, T would alzo
invite attention to gome statements concerning this matter contained in the
memorandum of my conversation with Mr. King, of Georgin,  (Acceompanying
document No, 29.)

While travelling in the south I found in the newspapers an account of an
interview between General Howard and some gentlemen from Mizsissippi, in
which a Dr. Murdoch, from Columbus, Mlﬂl\\lppl. figured somewhat conspicu-
ously,  He was reported to have deseribed public. sentiment in- Missizsippi as
quite loyal, and (wp('omlly in favor of giving the colored race a good edueation.
I inquired at the Freedmen’s Bureau whether anything was known there of a
fecling so favorable to negro education among D, Murdoeh's ne dehibors. The
information I received is contained in a letter from the assistant commissioner,
Colonel Thomas.  (Accompany ing document No.39.) I appenrs that the fecling
of Dr. Murdoch’s neighbors at ( ‘olumbus was not only not in favor of negro eduea-
tion, but that, m-mulnw to the reportof the agent of the Freedmen’s Burean at that
place, “the citizens of the town are so pugu(llud against the negrocs that they
are opposed to all efforts being made for their education or elevation” that «the
people will 1mt give rooms or allow the ehildren of their hived freedmen to attend
the schools,” and that the citizens of the place have written aletter to the offi-
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cers, saying “that they would respectfully ask that "no freedmen’s schools be
established under the anspices ofgthe bureau, as it would tend to disturb the
present labor system, and take from the fields labor that is so necessary to re-
store the wealth of the State.” Tt seems Dr. Muardoch’s neighbors do not form
an exception to the general rule.  In this connexion I may add that several in-
stances have come to my notice of statements about the condition of things in
the late rebel States, being set afloat by southerners visiting the north, which
would not bear close investigation.  ‘I'he reason, probably, is that gentlemen are
attributing their own good intentions to the rest of their people with too great a
liberality. )

Having thuz given my experience and impressions with regard to the spirit
actuating the southern people concerning the freedman and the free-labor prob-
lem, and before inguiring into their prospective action, I heg leave to submit a
few remarks on the condnet of the negro.

THE FREEDMAN,

The figst southern men. with whom I came into contact after my arrival at
Charleston designated the general conduet of the emancipated slaves as sur-
prizingly good.  Some went even so far as to call it admirable.  I'he connexion
in which they used these laudatory terms was this: A great many colored
peaple while in slavery had undoubtedly sufiered much hardship and submitted
to great wrongs, partly inseparably conunceted with the condition of servitude,
and partly ageravated by the individual wilfulness and cruelty of their masters
and overseers.  They were suddenly set free; and not only that : their masters
Dbut a short time ago almost omnipotent on their domains, found themselves,
after their defeat in the war, all at once face to face with their former slaves as
a conquered and powerless clazs.  Never was the temptation to indulge in acts
of vengeance for wrongs suflered more strongly presented than to the colored
people of the south; but no instance of such individual revenge was then on
record, nor have 1 since heard of any case of violence that could be traced to
such motives. The transition of the southern negro from slavery to freedom
was untarnished by any deeds of blood, and the apprehension so extensively
entertained and so pathetically declaimed upon by many, that the sudden and
general emancipation of the glaves would at once result in “all the horvors of
St. Domingo,” proved utterly groundless This was the first impression 1 re-
ceived after my arrival in the south, and I received it from the mouths of late
slaveholders.  Nor do 1 think the praise was unjustly bestowed.  In this re-
spect the emarieipated slaves of the south can challenge comparison with any
race long held in servitude and suddenly set free.  As to the dangers of the
future, 1 =hall speak of them in another connexion.

But at that point the unqualified praize stopped and the complaints hegan :
the negroes would not work; they left their plantations and went wandertug
from place to place, stealing by the way; they preferved a life of idleness and
vagrancy to that of honest and industrious labor; they cither did not zhow
any willingness to enter into contracts, or, it they did, showed a stronger dispo-
sition to break them than to keep them 5 they were hecoming insubordinate and
insolent to their former owners; they indulged in extravagant ideas about their
vights and relied upon the government to support them without work; in one
word, they had no conception of the rights freedom gave, and of the obligations
freedom imposed upon them.  These complaints T heard repeated with endless
variations wherever I went. Nor were they made without gome show of reazon.
I will review them one after another,

Unwillingness to worl ~'Fhat there are among the negroes a good many con-
stitutionally lazy individualz iz certainly true. T'he propensity to idleness secems
to be rather strongly developed in the zouth generally, without heing confined
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to any particular race. It ix also true that the alacrity negroes put into their
work depends in a majority of cases upon cersain combinations of circumstances.

It is asserted that the negroes have a prejudice against working in the cultiva-
tion of cotton, rice, and sugar.  Although this prejudice, probably arising from
the fact that the cotton, rice, and sugar fields remind the former slave'of the
worst experiences of his past lite, exists to some extent, it has not made the
freedmen now on the plantations unwilling to cultivate such crops as the planters
may have seen fit to raise. A few cases of refusal may have ocenrred.  But
there is another fact of which I have become satisfied in the course of my
observationg, and which is ot great significance: while most of the old slave-
holders complain of the laziness and instability of their negro laborers, the
northern men engaged in planting, with whom I have come into contact, almost
uniformly speak of their negro laborers with catisfaction, and these northern
men almost exclusively devote themselves to the cultivation of cotton. A good
many southern planters, in view of the fact, expressed to me their intention to en-
gage northern men for the management of their plantations.  "This cirenmstance
would seem to prove that under certain conditions the negro may be expected
to work well.  "T'here are two reasons by which it may be explained : first, that
a northern man knows from actual experienee what free labor is, and understands
its management, which the late slaveholder, still clinging to the traditions of the
old gystem, does not; and then, that the negro has more confidence in a northern
man than in his former master.  When a northern man discovers among his
laboring force an individual that does not do his duty, his first impulse is to
discharge him, and he acts accordingly. When a late slaveholder discovers
such an individual among his laborers, his first impulse is to whip him, and he
is very apt to suit the act to the impulse. 11 treatment is a doubtful encourage-
ment for free laborers, and it proves more apt to drive those that are still at
work away than 20 make the plantation attractive to others.  Butif the reasons
above stated are suflicient to explain why the negroes work better for northern
than for sonthern men, it will follow that a general improvement will take place
as soon as the latter fulfil the same conditions—that i, as soon as southern men
learn what free labor is and how to manage it in accordance with its principles,
and as soon as they suceeed in gaining the confidence of the colored people.

In the reports of oflicers of the Freedmen’s Bureau, among the documents
amexed to thig, you will find frequent repetitions of the statement that the negro
generally works well where he is decently treated and well compensated.  Nor
do the officers of the Freedmen’s Burcaualone think and say so.  Southern men,
who were experimenting in the right direction, expressed to me their opinion to
the same cffect.  Some of them told me that the negroes on their plantations
worked “as well as ever,” or even “ far better than they had expeeted.” It is
true the number of planters who made that admission was small, but it nearly
coyresponded with the number of those who, according to their own statements,
gave free negro labor a perfectly fair trial, while all those who prefaced every-
thing they said with the assertion that * the negro will not work without phys-
ical compulsion,” could find no end to their complaints.  ‘I'here are undoubtedly
negroes who will not do well under the best circumstances, just as there are
others who will do well under the worst, '

- In another part of this report I have already set forth the exceptional difli-
culties weighing upon the free-labor experiment in the south during this period
of transition. The sudden leap from slavery to freedom is an exeiting event in a
man’s life, and somewhat caleulated to disturh his cquanimity for a moment.
People are on such oceasions disposed to indulge themselves a little. It would
have shown much more wigdom in the negroes if all of them had quietly gone to
work again the next day. But it is not reasonable to expeet the negroes to possess
more wisdom than other races would exhibit undér the same circumstances.
Besides, the willingness to work depends, with whites as well as blacks, somewhat
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upon the nature of the inducements held out, and the unsatisfactory regulation
of the matter of wages has certainly something to do with the instability of negro
labor which is complained of.  Northern men engaged in planting almost uni-
formly pay wages in money, while southern planters, almost uniformly, have
contracted with their laborers for a shave in the ecrop.  In many instances the
shares. are allotted between employers and laborers with great fairness; but in
others the share promised to the laborers is so small as to leave them in the end
very little or nothing. Morcover, the crops in the south looked generally very
unpromising from the beginning, which naturally reduced the value falling to the
lot of the laborer. I have heard a good many freedmen complain that, taking
all things into consideration, they really did not know what they were working
for except food, which in many instances was bad and sgcanty; and such ¢om-
plaints were frequently well founded.  In a large number of cases the planters
were not to blame for this; they had no available pecuniary means, and in many
localities found it difficult to procure provisions. But these unfavorable circum-
stances, combined with the want of confidence in routhern men, were well
caleulated to have an influence upon the conduet of the negro as a laborer.

I have heard it said that money is no inducement which will make a negro work.
It is certain that many of them, immediately after emancipation, had but a erude
conception of the value of money and the uses it can be'put to. It may, however,
be stated as the general rule, thas; whenever they are at liberty to choose between
wages in money and a share in-the erop, they will choose the former and work
better.  Many cases of negroes engaged in little industrial pursuits eame to my
notice, in which they showed considerable aptness not only for gaining money,
but also for saving and judiciously employing it.  Some were even surprisingly
suceessful, I visited some of the plantations divided up among freedmen and
cultivated by them independently without the supervision of® white men. In
some instances I found very good crops and indications of general thrift and
good management; in others the corn and cotton crops were in a neglected and
unpromising state.  T'he excuse made was in most eases that they had obtained
possession of the ground too late in the season, and that, until the regular erops
could be harvested, they were obliged to devote much of their time to the raising
and sale of vegetables, watermelons, &e., for the purpose of making a’living in
the mean time, :

On the whole I feel warranted in making the following statement: Many
freedmen—not single individuals, but whole ¢ plantation gangs "—are working
well; others do not.  The difference in their efliciency coincides in a great
meazure with a certain difference in the conditions under which they live.  The
conclusion lies near, that if' the conditions under which they work well become
general, their efliciency as free laborers will become general also, aside from
individual exceptions.  Certain it is, that by far the larger portion of the work
done in the south is done by freed men. 7

Vagrancy—large numbers of colored people left the plantations as soon as
they became aware that they could do go with impunity. That they could so
leave their former masters was for them the first test of the reality of their
freedom. A great many flocked to the military posts and towns to obtain from
the* Yankees " reliable information as to their new rights, Others were afraid lest
by staying on the plantations where they had been held as daves they might
again endanger their freedom, Still others went to the cities, thinking that
there the sweets of liberty could best be enjoyed.  In some places they erowded
tocether in large numbers, eausing serious inconvenicnee,  But a great many,
probably a very large majority, remained on the plantations and made contracts
with their former masters, T'he military authorities, and especially the agents
of the IFreedmen’s Burean, succeeded by continued exertions in returning most
of those who were adrift to the plantations, or in finding other employment for
them. After the first rush was over the number of vagrants grew vizibly less.
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[t may be said that where the Freedmen's Bureau is best ovganized there is
least vagrancy among the negroes,  Here and there they show conziderable rest-
lessness, partly owing to local, partly to general causes.  Among the former,
bad treatment is probably the most prominent ; among the latter, & feeling of
distrust, uneaginegs, anxicty abount their future, which arizes from their present
unsettled condition, It i3 true, some are going from place to place hecause
they are fond of it The statisties of the Freedmen’s Burean show that the
whole nnmber of colored people supported by the government sinee the close
of the war was remarkably vmall and continually decreasing,  T'his scems to
show that the southern negro, when thrown out of his aceustomed employment,
possesses considerable ability to support himself. It is possible, however, that
in cqusequence of ghort cropg, the destitution of the country, and other dis-
turbing influcnces, there may be more vestlessness among the negroes next winter
than there is at present,  Where the results of this year's labor were very un-
=atigfactory, there will be a floating abont of the population when the contracts
of this year expire. It is to be expected, however, that the Freedmen’s Burean
will be abletoremedy evils of that kind.  Other emancipatory movements, for in-
stance the abolition of gerfdom in Russia, have vesulted in little or no vagraney ;
but it must not be forgotten that the cmancipated serfs were speedily endowed with
the ownership of land, wlfich gave thews a permanent moral and material inter-
ezt in the goil upon which they lived. A similar measure would do more to
<top negro vagraney in the south than the severest penal laws, In every coun-
try the number of vagrants stands in proportion to the number of people who
have no permanent local inferests, unless auemented by exeeptional eases, such
a8 war or famine,

Cortracts—Frecdinen frequently show great dizinelination to make contracts
with their former masters, They are afinid lest in signing a paper they sign
away their freedmn, and in this respeet they are distrustful of most southern
men, I generally requires personal assuranees from a United States oflicer o
make them feel xafe. But the adviee of sieh an officer is alimost uniformly fol-
lowed, In this manner an iminense number of contracts has been made, and
it in-daily ineveasing, A northern man has no difienlty in making contracts,
and but little inenforeing them. The complaints of xouthern men that the
contracts are not well observed by the freedmen are in many ingtanees well
founded.  T'he same can be wnid of the complaints of freedmen with regard to
the planters. The negro, fresh from slavery, has uatueally bat a erude iden of
the hinding force of w written agreement, and it is galling to many of the
planters to stand in #uch relations s o contract. ertablishes to those who for-
merly were their slaves, 1 was, however, informed by oflicers of the Freed-
men's Burean, and by planters alao, that things were improving in that vespeet.
Contracts will be more readily entered into and more gtrictly kept as soon as
the intimate relations hetween labor and compensation are hetter understood
and appreciated on both sides, :

Insolence and. insubordination—"1'he new wpivit which cmancipation has
awnkened in the colored people hns undoubtedly developed iteelf in some indi-
viduala, eapecinlly young men, 1o an offensive degree,  Henee cases of involence
owthe partof freedmen ocenr. Butsueh ocenrrences are comparntively rare. On
the veholecthe conduet of the colored people i fine more subipiggive than anyhody
hadbaaightto cxpect. The neta of violence perpetented by freedmen nguinat whife
perzons do not stand inany proportion to those committed by whites ngninst
NEYroex, l')w-ry #uch ocewrrence is #ure 1o he notiea] in the sonthern pupere,
and we have heard of bt very fow,

When Southern people speak of the insolenee of the negro, they generally
menn eomething which personi who never lived wnder the wystem” of slavery
are nol apt 1o uprrt'l'inlv. Feis hnt very rarely whint would he enlled ingolene
among equal<c Bt aean old planter said 1o me, one people cannot realize
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yet that the negro iz free” A uegro is ealled insolent whenever his conduet
varies in any manner from what a southern man was accustomed to when
slavery existed. - 7

The complaints made about- the insubordination of the negro laborers on
plantations have to be taken with the same allowance. There have been, no
doubt, many eases in which freedmen showed a refractory spirit, where orders
were disobeyed, and ingtruetions disregarded, "There have heen some instanees
of positive resistance,  But when inquiring into particulars, 1 found not unfre-
quently that the employer had adhered too strietly to his old way of doing
things. I hardly heard any such complaints from Northern men,  T'have heard
planters complain very earnestly of the insubordinate spirit of their colored la-
borers because they remonstrated against the practice of corporeal punishment,
This was looked upon as a symptom of an impending insurreetion, A great
many things are regarded in the old slave States as acts of insubordination on
the part of the laborer which, in the free States, would be taken ag perfeetly
natural and harmless, The fact is, & good many planters are at present more
nervously jealous of their authority than before, while the freedmen ave not
always inclined to forget that they are free men,

Lortraragant notions—In many loealities 1 found an impression prevailing
among the negroes that some great change was going to take place about
Christmas, Feeling wneasy in their present condition, they indulged in the
expeetation that government intended to make some farther provision for their
future  welfare, expecially by ordering  distributions of Jand among  them.
To comnternct. thix expeetation, which had a tendeney to interfere seviously
with the making of contraets for the next season, it was considered necessary
to send military oflicers,and expecially agents of the Freedmen’s Bureaw among
them, who, by administering sound advice and gpreading corveet information,
would induce them to =uit theiv conduet to their actual eireumstanees,  While
in the south | heard of many  instances in which this measure hiad the desived
effect, and it is to he expeeted that the effeet was uniformly good wherever ju-
dicious ofiicers were vo employed, '

Impregsions like the aboverare very apt to spread nmong the negroes, for
the renson that they ardently desive to become frecholders. In the independ-
ent possession of landed property they see the consnmmation of their deliver-
ance,  However mistaken their potions may be in other vespeets, it must be
admitted that this instinet is correet,

Relations between the tweo races-—'There are whites in the south who profess
great kKindness for the negro,  Many of them are, no doubt, sineere in what
they sny.  But as to the feelings of the masses, it ix hardly necessary to adid
any thing to what I have alveady stated. T have heard it assevted that the ne-
groes nlso cherish feelings of hostility fo the whites,  T'aking thiz ns a general
assertion, T am sntisfied that it is incorveet. T'he negroes do not teust their
Inte masters heennso they do not feel their freedom sufliciently assured, Many
of them may harbor feelings of resentment towards those who now ill-treat and
pevseeute them, hut as they practiced no revenge after theiv emaneipation for
wrongs saflered while in slavery, ro their prosent resentments are likely to
cense an roon ay the pevscceution conses, 1 the perseention and the denial off
their rights as freemen continue, the rerentments growing out of them will con-
tinne and wpreads The negro s conatitwtionally  docile and eminently good-
ntueed,  Tostanee of the most touehing attachment of freedmen to their old
manters and mistressres hnve come to my notice. "o acwhite man whom they
helieve 1o he sineerely their friend they cling with greater affeetion even than
to one of their own eaee. By some novthern speeulntord thebe confidenee has
heen wndly ahused,  Nevertheless, the teust they place in persons coming from
the novthy orin oy way conneeted with the government, s most childlike and
unbounded, Phepe may be individual exeeptions, hut 1 am anre they are not
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numerous,  Those who enjoy theiv confidence enjoy also their affvetion.  Cen-
turies of slavery have not been sufficient to make them the enemies of the
white race.  Ifin the future a feeling of mufiial hostility <hould develop itself
between the races, it will probably not be the fanlt of those who have shown
such an inexhaustible patience under the most adverse and trying circum-
stances,

In some places that T visited I found apprehensions entertained by whites
of impending negro insurrections,  Whenever our military commanders found it
expedient to subject the statements made to that effect by whites to close in-
vestigation, they uniformly found them wnwarranted by fact.  In many in-
stances there were just reasons for supposing that such apprehensions were
industriously spread for the purpose of serving as an excuse for further perse-
cution. In the papers annexed to this report you will find testimony support-
ing this statement.  T'he negro is easily led; he i= always inelined to follow
the advice of those he trusts. 1 do, therefore, not consider a negro insurrce-
tion probable as long as the freedmen are under the direct protection of the
government, and may hope to sce their grievances redressed without re-
sorting to the extreme means of self-protection.  There would, perhaps, be
danger of insurrcetions if the government should withdraw its protection from
them, and if, against an attempt on the part of the whites to reduce them to
something like their former condition, they should find themselves thrown back
upon their own resources.  Of this contingency 1 <hall speak helow.

Education—"T"hat the negroes should have come out of slavery as an igno-
rant class is not surprising when we consider that it was a penal offence to
teach them while they were in slavery ; but their eager desire to learn, and the
alacrity and suceess with which they avail themselves of every facility offered
to them in that respect, has become a matter of notoriety.  T'he statisties of
the Freedmen’s Burcau show to what extent such facilities have been offered
and what results have heen attained.  As far a< my information goes, these re-
sults are most encouraging for the future,

PROSPECTIVE—THE REACTIONARY TENDENCY,

[ stated above that, in my opinion, the solution of the cocial problem in the
south did not depend upon the capacity and conduct of the negro alone, hut in
the same measure upon the ideas and feelings entertained and acted upon by the
whites,  What their ideas and feelings were while under my observation, and
how they affected the contact of the twe races, I have alveady set forth.  The
question arises, what policy will be adopted by the “valing class® when all re-
straint imposed upon them by the military power of the national government iz
withdrawn, and they are left free to regulate matters according to their own
tastes 7 .1t would be presumptuous to speak of the future with absolute cer-
tainty ; but it may safely be assumed that the =ame causes will always tead
to produce the same effects.  As long ax a majority of the southern people he-
licve that “the negro will not work without physical compulsion,” and that
“the blacks at large belong to the whites at large,” that belief will tend to
produce a system of coercion, the enforcement of which will be aided by the
hostile feeling against the negro now prevailing among the whites, and by the
general =pirit of violenee which in the south was fostered by the influence
slavery exercised upon the popular character. It ix, indeed, not probable that
a general attempt will be made to restore slavery in it< old form, on account of
the barriers which such an attempt would find in its way; but there are sys-
tems intermediate between slavery as it formerly existed in the south, and free
labor as it exists in the north, but more nearly related to the former than to the
latter, the introduction of whick will be attempted. 1 have already noticed
some movements in that dircetion, which were made under the very eyes of
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our military authorities, and of which the Opelousas and St. Landry ordinances
were the most significant.  Other things of more recent date, such as the new
negro code submitted by a committee to the legislature of South Carolina, are
betore the country.  They have all the same tendency, because they all spring
from the same cause.

It may be objected that evidenee has been given of a contrary spirit by the
State conventions which passed ordinances abolishing slavery in their States,
and making it obligatory upon the legislatures to enact laws for the protection
of the freedmen,  While acknowledging the fact, I deem it dangerous to be led
by it into anydelusiona.  As to the motives upon which they acted when abol-
ishing slavery, and their understanding of the bearings of such an act, we may
safely aceept the standard they have sct up for themselves.  When spenking of
popular demonstrations in the south in favor of submission to the government,
I stated that the principal and almost the only argument used was, that they
found themselves in a situation in which “they could do no better.” It was the
same thing with regard to the abolition of slavery ; wherever abolition was pub-
licly advocated, whether in popular meetings or in State conventions, it was on
the ground of necessity—not unfrequently with the significant addition that, as
soon as they had onee more control of their own State affairs, they could settle
the labor question to suit themselves, whatever they might have to aubmit to
forthe present.  Notonly did I find this to be the common talk among the people,
but the same sentiment was openly avowed by public men in gpeech and print.
Some declarations of that kind, made by men of great prominence, have passed
into the newspapers and are undoubtedly known to you. I append to this report
a specimen, (neccompanying document, No. 40,) not as something particularly re-
markable, but in order to represent she current sentiment as expressed in the lan-
guageof a candidate for a seat in the State convention of Mississippi.  Itis a eard
addressed to the voters of Wilkinson county, Missizsippi, by General W. L. Bran-
don.  The general complains of having been called “an waconditional, imme-
diate emancipationist—an abolitionist.” e indignantly repels the charge and
avows himself agood pro-slavery man.  “But, fellow-citizens,” says he, *“ what I
may in common with you have to submit to, is a very different thing.  Slavery
has been taken from us; the power that has already practically abolished it
threatens totally and forever to abolishit.  Bus dues it follow that I am in fuvor
of this thing ? ~ By no means. My honest conviction is, we must accept the sit-
uation as it is, until we can get control oncemore of our own State affuirs.  We
cannot do otherwise and get our place again in the Union, and occupy a position,
crert an influence that will prolect us against greater cvils whick threaten us.
I must, as any other man who votes or holds an office, submit for the time to.
evils 1 cannot remedy.”

General Brandon was eleeted on that platform, and in the convention voted
for the ordinance abolishing slavery, and imposing upon the legislature the duty
to pass laws for the protection of the freedmen.  And General Brandon is cer-

-tainly looked upon in Mississippi as an honorable man, and an honest politician.
What he will vote for when his people have got once more control of their own
State aflaivs, and his State has regained its position and influence in the Union, it
is needless to ask. 1 repeat, his case i3 not an izolated one. e has only put
in print what, as my observations lead me to believe, a majority of the people
sy even in more emphatie language; and the deliberations ot several legisla-
tures in that part of the country show what it means. 1 deem it unnceessary
to go into further particulars,

It is worthy of note that the convention of Mississippi—and the conventions
of other States have followed its example—impozed upon subsequent legislatures
the obligation not only to pass laws for the protection ot the freedmen in person
and property, but also fo guard against the dangers arising from sudden eman-
sipation. 'I'his language is not without significance; not the blessings of a full

Ex. Doc. 2 3
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development of free labor, but only the dangers of emancipation are gpoken of
[t will be observed that thix clause is 8o vaguely worded as to authorvize the
legislatures to place any restriction they may see fit upon the emancipated
negro, in perfeet consistency with the amended State constitutions; for it rests
\vuh them to define what the dangers of xudden (»mump.nmn consizt i, and
what measures iay he required to gund againgt them, Tt ig true, the clause
does not authorize the legislatures to ve. establish «l; avery in the old form; hut
they may pass whatever |l\\~x they sce fit, stopping short only one step ot what
may strictly be defined as “slavery.,”  Peonage of the Mexican pattern, or
serfdom ot some Furopean pattern, may wader tlml clauze be considered admis-
sible; aud looking at the egislative attempts already made, v«lnn.\llv the Labor
code now under consideration in the legislatare of South Carolina, it appears
not only possible, but cminently [nnlmhlu that the laws which will be l«ml to
gunrd .:gmn\t the dangers arizing from emancipation will b diveceted against
the spirit of emancipation itzelf.

A more tangible evidence of good intentions would seem to ave been fur-
nished by the admizsion of negro testimony in the courts of justice, which
has been conceded in xome of the southern Stautes, at least in point of
form.  "This being a matter of vital intevest to the colored man, T inquired
into the feelings of people concerning it with particular eaver At fivst 1 lonnd
hardly any southern man that ll\mml it. Even persons of some liberality
of mind saw scemingly insurmountable objections. The appearauee of a
general order issued by General Swayne in Alabmna, which made it op-
tional for the civil authoritiex either to admit negro testimony in the State
courts or to have all easex in which colored people were coneerned tried by
officers of the burean or military commissions, scemed to he-the signal fora
(lmn;,v of pogition on the part of the |ul|n(|m~ A greai many of them,
secing a chance for getting rid of the jurisdiction of the Freadmen’s Buveau,
dropped their opposition xomewlut suddenly and endeavored to make the ad-
mission of negro testimony in the State courts palatable to the masses Ly assur-
ing them that at all events it would rest with the judges and juries to determine
i ceach case hefore them whether the testimony of negro withesses was worth
anything or vot.  One of the specches delivered at Vicksburg, already veferred
to in another connexion, awd a cud published by a candidate for office, ‘ae-
companying document Noo b, furnish specimerss of that Tine of argmnent,

In my despateh from Mowtea ey, Alabama, Truggested to vou Ih.ll instruce-
tions be izsued making it put of e duty of agents of the Precdmen's Burean
to appear in the State courts ax the heedmen's next tiend, and 1o forwied
reports of the proceedings had in the principal cazes to the headquarters of the
bureau.  fu this maaner it would have heen possible to ascertain to what extent
the admission of negro testinony scenrcd to the eolored man justice in the Suate
courts,  As the plan does not seam to have bheen adopted, we must form our
conelugions from evidenee less complete. Among the mmexed documents there
are several statements eoncerning its resujts e made by gentlemen whoze busi-
ness it was to observe, b would invite your attention 1o the letters of Captain
Paillon, agentofthe Freedmen’s Burenuar Mobile ; Major Reynolds wssistant com-
missioner of the burcauat Natchoz; and Colenel Thomas, assistant commissioner
for the State of Migsissipy . (Acu mpauy ing documents Neso 41 and 27.) The
opinions expressed in these papers we uniformly unfaverable, Teis to he hoped
that at other places better vesults have Leen aitained. Bue Linay state that even by
prominent routhern men, who were anxious to have the jurisdietion of the Stae
cour:s extended over the freedmen, the admizzion wax made to me that the tes-
timony of a negro would have but Jitthe weight with a southern jury. 1 fre-
quently asked The question, ** Do you think a jury of your people would b
apt to find a planter who has whipped one of bis uegro laborers guilty of assault
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and battery 77 "Phe answer almost invariably was, » You uast make some
allowance for the prejudices of our people.”

It is probable that the laws excluding negro testimony from: the courts
will be repealed in all the States lately in 1<'lwllmn if it is believed that a =atis-
factory arrangement of this matter may in any way facilitate the “readmission”
of the States, but T apprehend such arvangements will havdly be suflicient to
secure to the colored man impartial justice as long as the feelings of” thd whites
are against him and they think that his rights are less entitled to respeet than
theiv own. More potent certainly than the laws of a country are the opinions
of right and wrong entertained by itz people. When the spirvit of a law is in
conflict with sueh opinions, there is but little prospeet of its heing faithfully put
in exeention, expecially where those who hold sueh opinions arve the same who
have to administer the laws,

The facility with which southern politicians swequiesee in the admission of
negro testimony is not surprising when we cdnsider that the practical manage-
ment of the matter will rest with their own people. 1 found them less accoin-
modating with regard to @ constitutional amendment.” Nine-tenths of the intel-
ligent men with whom I had any conversation upon that subject expressed their
wlllnwm #5 to patify the first geetion, abolishing slavery throughout the United
States, but not the second section. empowering Congress  to Senforee the hn(-
going by appropriate legislation.” 1 feel warranted in saying that, while 1 wa
in the =outh, this was the prevailing sentiment.  Ne verthe l(--~ [ deem it pmlp
able that the «conztitutional amendment ™ will be vatitied by every State legis-
ature, provided the government insists upon such ratifieation as a2 conditio sine
qua non of readmiszion. Tt ix instruetive to obzerve how powerful and innne-
diate an efleet the announcement of such a condition hy the government pro-
duces in southern conventions and legizlatares. Tt would be idle to assume,
however, that a telegraphic despateh, while it may heat down all parliamentary
opposition 1o this or that meazure, will at the =ame time obliterate the preju-
dices of the people; nor-will it prevent those prejudices from making them-
selves seriously felt in the future. Tt will vequire measures of o more pmcin'll
charneter to prevent the dangers which, a< evervhody that veads the sigus of
the times must see, are now impending.

THE MILETIAL

F+lo ot mean to =ay that the southern people intend o vetrace the steps
they have made as zoou as they have resamed control of their State affuivs,
Although they vewret the abolition of slavery, they certainly do not intend to
veestablizh iCin it old form. Although they ave at heart opposed to the admis-
sion of negro testimony in the conrts of justice, they probably will not re-cuact
the laws excluding i, But while aceepting the < abolition of slavery,” they
think that ome species of serfdom, peanage, or ome other form of compulsory
lahor is not slavery, and may he introduced withont a violation of their pledge.
Although formally admitting negro testimony, they think that negro testimonyy
will be tadeen pr wllt"l“\' for v Im( they the meelves consider it ¢ \\mlh What
particular ~l|.|]w the reactionary movewent will assume it i= at present unneees-
sary to inguire T'here are a hundred ws vy s of framing apprenticeship, vagrancy,
or contraet laws, which will serve the purpoze. Even the mere reorganization
of the militic npon the old footing vwill o far towards accomplizhing the objeet.
To this point I beg leave to invite your special attention,

The people of !lw southern States show great anxiety to have theie militia
reorganized, and i xome instances peonizzion has been given. I the case of
MNM], pi Fgave yon my reasons for opposing the mearure under existing
circumstanees,  Vhey were, fivst, that county patrols had already been in exist-
enee, and had o be disbanded on account of their open hostility to Union people
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and freedmen.  (See Colonel Yorke's report, accompanying document No. 25.)
Second, that the governor proposed to arm the people upon the ground that the
inbabitants refused to asrist the military authorities in the suppression of erime,
and that the eall was addressed, not to the loyal citizens of the United States,
but expressly to the “ young men who had so distinguished themselves for gal-
lantry 7 in the rebel service,  (8ee correspondence between Governor Sharkey
and General Osterhaug, accompanying document No. 42.)  And third, beeause
the State was #till under martial law, and the existence of organized and armed
bodies not under the control of the military commander was inconsistent with
that state of things.

But there are other more general points of view from which this question must
be looked at in order to be appreciated in its most important bearings. 1 may
state, without fear of contradiction, that, in every case, where permission wan
asked for 1eorganizing the militia, the privilege or duty of serving in that armed
organization was intended to be confined to the whites.  In the conversations
[ had with southern men about this matter, the idea of admitting colored people
to the privilege of bearing mims ag a part of the militia was wniformly treated
by them as a thing not 1o be thought of.  The militia, whenever organized,
will thus be composed of man belonging to one class, to the total exclusion of
another. "T'his concentration of organized physical power in the hands of one
clasg will necessarily tend, and is undonbicdly designed, to give that class ab-
golute physical control of the other. The specific purpose for which the militia
is to be reorganized appears clearly from the uses it was put to whenever a loeal
organization was cflected. It is the restoration of the old patrol xystem whieh
was one of the characteristic features of the végime of slavery. The rer-
vices which such patrols are expeeted to perform consist in maintaining what
gouthern people understand to be the order of socicty.  Indications are given
in feveral of the accompanying documents.  Among others, the St Landry and
Bosgier ordinances define with some precizion what the authority and duties of
the “chief }mtm]x” are to be.  The militia, organized for the distinet purpose of
enforcing the authority of the whites over the blacks, is in itself practieally
sufficient to establish and enforce a system of compulsory labor without there
be ng any explicit laws for it; and, being sustained and encouraged by public
opinion, the chicf and members of “county patrols’ are not likely to be over-
nice in the constiuction of their ovders. This is not a mere supposition, but an
opinion based ppon experience already gathered. "As 1 stated ahove, the reor-
ganization of the county patrol system upon the basis here deseribed will result
in the cetablislfment of ‘a sort of permanent martial law over the negro.

It is, therefore, not even neceseary that the reaction agninst that result of the
war, which consists in cmancipation, should manifest itself hy very obnoxious
legislative enactments, just as in zome of the slave States slavery did not exist
by virtue of the State constitution. It may be practieally accomplished, and ix,
in fact, practically accomplizhed whenever the freed man is not protected by the
{;('d(*rnl authorities, without dizplaying its character and aims upon the statute

ook.

NEGRO INSURRECTIONS AND ANARCHY.

That in times like onrs, and in a country like thiz, a reaction in favor of com-
pulzory labor cannot be ultimately suceeszful, ix ax certain as it was that slavery
could nwot last forever.  But a movement in that divection ean prevent much
good that might be accomplished, and produce much evil that might be avoided.
Not only will such a inovement seriously interfere with all efforts to organize an
efficient gystem of free labor, and thus very materially retard the return of prog-
perity in the south, but it may bring on a erisis as dangerous and destructive
as the war of the rebellion itself,

I stated above that 1 did not deem a negro insurrection probable as long as
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the freedmen were assured of the direct protection of the national government
Whenever they are in trouble, they raise their eyes up to that power, and
although they may suffer, yet, as long as that power is visibly present, they
continue to hope.  But when State authority in the south is fully restored, the
foderal forces withdrawn, and the IFreedimen’s Bureau abolished, the colored
man will find himself turned over to the mercies of those whom he does not trust.
If then an attempt is made to strip him again of those rights which he justly
thought he possessed, he will be apt to feel that he can hope for no redress un-
less he procure it himself. I ever the negro is capable of -rising, he will rise
then,  Men who never struck a blow for the purpose of gaining theiv liberty,
when they were slaves, are apt to strike when, their liberty once gained, they
see it again in danger.  However great the patience and submissiveness of the
colored race may be, it cannot be presumed thatits active participation in a war
against the very men with whom it again stands face to face, has remained
entirely without influence upon its spirit.

What a general insurreetion of the negroes would result in, whether it would
be casy or diflicult to suppress it, whether the struggle would be long or short,
what race would sufler most, are questions which will not be asked by those
who understand the problem to be, not how to suppress a negro insurrection, but
how to prevent it Certain it is, it would inflict terrible ealamitiex upon both
whites and blacks, and present to the world the speetacle of atrocities which
ought to be forcign to civilized nations.  'T'he pegro, in his ordinary state, is do-
cile and good-natured; bui when once engaged in n bloody business, it is diffi-
cult. to say how far hix hot impulzes would carry him; and as to the southern
whites, the barbirous scenes the country has witnessed sinee the close of' the
rebellion, indicate the temper with which they would fight the negro asan insur-
sent. It wauld be a war of extermination, revolting in ity incidents, and with
ruin and desolation in its train,  There may be different means by which it
can b prevented, but there is only one certain of effect: it is, that the provoea-
tions be avoided whieh may call it forth,

But even it it be prevented by other means, it is not the only danger which
a reactionary movement will bring upon the south.  Nothing renders society
more restless than a social revolution but balf accomplished. It naturally tends
to develop its logical consequences, but is hindered by adverse agencies which
work in another divection; nor can it return to the point from which it started.
There are, then, continual vibrations and fluctuations between two opposites
which keep society in the nervous uneusiness and excitement growing from the
lingering strife hetween the antagonistic tendencies.  All elasses of society are
intensely dissatisfied with things as they are.  General explosions may be pre-
vented, but they are always imminent. ‘T'his state of uncertainty impedes all
suceessful working of the social forces; people, instead of devoting themselves
with confidence and steadiness to solid pursuits, are apt to live from hand to
mouth, or to indulge in fitful experiments; capital ventures out but with great tim-
ity ; the lawless elements of the community take advantage of the general con-
fusion and dissatisfaction, and society drifts into anarchy. ‘There is probably at
the present moment no country in the civilized world which contains such an
accumulation of anarchical elements as the south. The strife of the antagonistic
tendencies here deseribed is agevavated by the passions influned and the gen-
eral impoverishment brought abont by a long and exhaustive war, and the
south will have to suffer thé evils of anarchical dizorder until means are found
to effeet a final settlement of the labor question in accordance with the Tgic of
the great revolution.

THE TRUE PROBLEM.—DIFFICULTIES AND REMEIMES,

In sceking remedies for xuch disorders, we ought to keep in view, above all,
the uature of the problém which is to be solved.  As to what i comoniy termed
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“reconstruction,” it is not only the political machinery of the States and their
constitutional relations to the general government, but the whole organism of
southern society that must be reconstrueted, or rather constructed anew, w0 as
to bring it in harmony with the rest of Ameviean zocicty.  The diflicalties of
this task are not to be considered overcome when the people of the south take
the oath of allegiance and cleet governors and legislatures and members of Con-
gress, and militia captains. That this wonld be dene had become certain as
zoon as the surrenders of the southern armies had made further resistance impos-
sible, and nothing in the world was left, even to the most uncompromising rebel,
“but to submit or to emigrate. Tt was also natural that they should avail them-
selves of every chanee offered them to resiwme contral of their home affaivs and
to regain their influence in the Union.  But this can hardly be ealled the first
step towards the =olution of the true |n'nl I( am, and it s afair guestion to azk,
whether the hasty gratification of their desive (o rezume sueh control would not
create new embarrazsments

The trae nature of the diffieulties of" the situation is thiz : The 2eneral gov-
ernment of  the republie has, by proclaiming the emancipation of the ~laves,
commenced a great social vevolution in the south, but has a< yet, not com-
pleted it Only the negative part of'it is accomplished, "he slaves are eman-
cipated in point ol form. but free labor has not yet been put in the place of
slavery in point of fact,  Aund now, in the midst of thiz eritieal period of tran-
gition, the power which vriginated the revolution i= expeeted to turn over its
whole future development o another pon e which from the beginning was hos-
tile to it and has never yet enteved into its spivit, leaving the class in whose
favor it was made (mnph tely without power to proteet itself and to take an in-
fluential part in that development. ‘Fhe history of the world will be searched
in vain for a proceeding similar to this which did not lead cither to a rapid and
violent reaction, or to the most servious trouble and civil disorder. It cannot he
caid that the conduet of the southern people sinee the cloge of the war has ex.
hibited such extraordinary “Nlmn and self-abrcgation as to make them an
exception to the rule.

In my despatehes from the south I repeatedly expressed the nplmnn that the
people were not yet in a frame of mind to legislate calmly and understandingly
upon the subjeet of free negro labor.  And thiz I reported to he the opinion of
some of onr most prominent ll)l]lldl) commanders and other observing men, It
ig, indeed, diflicult to imagine circumstances more unfavorable for the deve lop-
ment of a calm and \mpu‘)mlwul public opinion than those ander which the
southern p(oplc are at present laboring.  T'he war has not un]y defeated their
political agpirations, hut it has hroken up theiv whole zocial organization.  When
the rebellion was put down they found themselves not only (()Hllll(l((l in apo-
litical and military sense, but ceonomically ruined. The plauters, who repre-
gented the wealth of the southern country, are partly laborivg under the zeverest
embarrazgsments, partly reduced to absolute poverty. M nn who are stripped
of all available means, and have nothing but their land, eross their arms in
gloomy despondency, incapable of rising to 2 manly resolution. Others, who
still posscrs menns, ave ata Joss how to nse them, as their old way of doing
things is, by the abolition of «lavery, rendered llll]n-l(‘ll(' ible, at least where the
mlhtur) aim of the government has enforecd cmaneipation, Others are still
trying to go on in thn old way, and that old way ix in fact the only one (lw)
understand, and in which they have any confidence. - Only a minority is trying
to adopt the new order of things. A large uumber of the plantations, probably
a considerable majority of the more alwable estates, is under heavy mortgages,
and the owners know that, unless they retrieve their fortunes in a comparatively
short space of time, their property will pass out of theiv hands.  Almozt all are,
to ome extent, embarrassed,  The nervous :m\wt_) which such a state of things
produces extends also to those elassesof society which. although not compom;d
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of planters, were always in close business commexion with the planting interest,
and there was hardly a branch of commerce or industry in the south which was
not directly or indireetly so conneeted.  Besides, the outhern soldiers, when
returning from the war, did not, like the northern soldiers, find a prosperous
community which wmerely waited for their arrival to give them remunerative
cuployment, They found, many of them, their homesteads destroyed, their
firms devastated, their families in distresa; and those that were less unforti-
nate found, at all events, an impoverished and exhausted eommunity which had
but little to offer them. Thus a great many have been thrown upon the world
to =hift as best they ean. They must do something honest or dishonest, and
must do it zoon, to make a living, and their prospects are, at present, not very
bright.  Thus that nervous anxiety to hastily repair broken fortunex, and to
prevent =Ull greater ruin and distress, embraces nearly all elisses, and imprints
upon all the movementx of the social body a morbid character.

In which divection will these people be most apt to turn theireyes?  Leaving
the prejudice of race out of the question, from carly youth they have been ae-
quainted with but ane system of labor, and with that one system they have been
in the habit of identitying all their interests, They know of no way to help
themselves but the one they are accustomed to.  Another system of labor is
presented to them, which, however, owing to eircumstances which they do not
appreciate, appears at first in an unpromising licht. To try it they consider an
experiment which they eannot aflord to make while their wants are urgent.
They have not reazoned calmly enough to convinee themselves that the trial
must be made, Itz indeed, not wonderful that, under such cireumstances, they
should study, not how to introduce and develop feee Libor, bhut how to avoid its

“introduction, and how to return as muceh and as (uickly as possible to something
like the old order of things.  Nor is it wonderful that such studies should find
an expreszion in their attempts at legislation.  But the circumstance that this
tendency ix natural does not vender it less dangerous and objectionable,  The
practieal question presents itelf’s s the immediate restoration of the late rebel
States 1o abzolute xelf-control o necessary that it must be done even at the risk
of endamgering one of the great results of the war, and of bringing on in those
States insurrcetion or anavehy, or would it not be better to postpone that resto-
ration until sueh dangers ave passed 7 1, as long ax the change from slavery
to free labor is known to the southern people only by its destructive results,
these people must be expeeted to-throw obstacles in its way, would it not secem
necessary that the movement of social “recoustruction” be kept in the right
channel by the hand of the power which originated the change, until that change
an heve digeloged some of its beneficial effeets? ~

It is certain that every suceess of free negro labor will augment the number
of its friends, and dizarm some of the ;n'(-_iulliv(‘s and azsumptions of its oppo-
nentz. I am convineed one good harvest made by unadulterated free labor in
the south would have a far better effeet than all the oaths that have been 1aken,
and all the ordinanees that have as yet been passed by sonthern conventions.
Jut how can such a result be attained 7 ''he factz enumerated in this report,
as well ax the news we receive from the =outh from day to day, must make it
evident to every unbiased observer that unadulterated free Iabor cannot be had
at present, unless the national government holds its “protective and controlling
hand over it. Tt appears, alzo, that the more eflicient this protection of free
labor against all disturhing and reactionary influences, the sooner may =uch a
satisfactory rvezult be looked for.  One reazon why the southern people are so
glow in accommodating themselves to the new order of things is, that they con-
fidently expeet =oon to be permitted to regulate matters according to their own
notions,  Ivery coneession made to them by the government has been taken
as an encouragement to persevere in this hope, and, unfortunately for them, this
hope is nonrished by influences from other parts of the country.  Hence their
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anxiety to have their State governments restored af once, to have the troops
withdrawn, and the Freedmen’s Bureau abolished, although a geod many dis-
cerning men know well that, in view of the lawless spirit still prevailing, it
would be far better for them to have the general order of society firmly main-
tained by the federal power until things have arrived at a final settlement.  Had,
from the beginning, the convietion been foreed wpon them that the adulteration
of the new order of things by the admixture of clements belonging to the system
of slavery would under no circumstances be permitted, a much larger number
would have launched their energies into the new channel, and, secing that they
could do *“no better,” faithfully co-operated with the government. It is hope
which fixes them in their perverse notions.  T'hat hope nourished or fully
gratified, they will persevere in the came divection.  That hope destroyed, a
great many will, by the foree of necessity, at once accommaodate themselves to
the logic of the change. If, therefore, the national govermment firmly and un-
equivocally announces its policy not to give up the control of the free-labor
reform antil it is finally accomplished, the progress of that reform will undoubt-
edly be far more rapid and far less diffieult than it will be if the attitude of the
governmment is such as to permit contrary hopes to be indulged in.

The machinery by which the government has so far exercised its protection
of thé negro and of free labor in the south—the Freedmen’s Burean—is very
unpopular in that part of the conutry, as every institution placed there as a bar-
rier to reacticnary aspirations would he. "That abuses were committed with the
management of freedmen’s affairs; that rome of the ofticers of the bureau were
men of more enthusiasm than diseretion, and in many cages went beyond their
authority : all this is certainly true. But, while the southern people are always
ready to expatiate upon the shortcomings of the Freedmen’s Burean, they are
not g0 ready to recognize the services it has rendered. T feel warranted in say-
ing that not half of the Iabor that has been done in the south this year, or will
be done there next year, would have been or would be done but for the exer-
tions of the Freedmen’s Burean.  T'he confusion and disorder of the transition
period would have been infinitely greater had not an agencey interfered which
possessed-the confidence of the emancipated slaves; which could disabuse them
of any extravagant notions and expectations and be trusted; which could ad-
minister to them good advice and be voluntarily obeyed.  No other ageney,
except one placed there by the national government, could have wielded that
moral power whose interposition was <o necessary to prevent southern society
from falling at once into the chaos of a general collision between its different
clements. ‘T'hat the success achieved by the Freedmen’s Burcauis as yet very
incomplete cannot be disputed. A more perfeet organization and a more care-
fully selected personnel may be desirable; but it is doubtful whether a more
suitable machinery can be devised to secure to free labor in the =outh that pro-
tection against disturbing influences which the nature of the situation still
imperatively demands.

IMMIGRATION,

A temporary continuation of national ~-atrol in the southern States would
also have a most beneficial effect as regards the immigration of northern people
and Europeans into that country; and such immigration would, in its turn, con-
tribute much to the solution of the labor problem.  Nothing is more desivable
for the south than the importation of new men and new ideas.  One of the
greatest drawbacks under which the southern people are laboring is, that for
fifty years they have been in no sympathetic communion with the progressive
ideas of the times.  While professing to be in favor of free trade, they adopted
and enforced a system of prohibition, as far as those ideas were concerned, which
wae in conflict with their cherished institution of slavery; and, as almost all
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the progressive ideas of our days were in conflict with slavery, the prohibition
was sweeping. It had one peculiar effeet, which we also notice with some
Asiatic nations which follow a similar course. The southern people honestl
maintained and believed, not only that as a people they were highly civilize
but that their civilization was the highest that could be attained, and ought to
serve as a model to other nations the world over.  The more enlightened indi-
viduals among them felt gometimes a vague impression of the barrenness of their
mental life, and the barbarous peculiarities of their facial organization; but very
few ever dared to investigate and to expoge the true cause of these evils, Thus
the people were 3o wrapt up in self-admiration as to be inaceessible to the voice
even of the best-intentioned eriticism.  Henee the delusion they indulged in as
to the absolute superiority of their race—a delusion which, in spite of the severe
test it has lately undergone, iz not yet given up; and will, ax every traveller in
the south can testify from experience, sometimes express itself in singular mani-
festations.  "T'his spirit, which for co long a time has kept the southern people
back while the woild besides was moving, is even at this moment still standing
as a serious obstacle in the way of progress.

Nothing can, therefore, be more desivable than that the contact between the
routhern people and the outside world should be ax strong and intimate as pos-
gible; and in no hctter way can this end be subserved than by immigration in
mass.  OF the cconomical benefits whichi such immigration would confer upon
the owners of the goil it is hardly necessary to speak.

Inmngmtmn wants encourngement.  As far as this encouragement consists in
the promise of material mlvmtngo, it is already given. There are large districts
in the south in which an industrious and enterprising man, with some ('ﬂpml]
and acting upon correct principles, cannot fail to accumulate large gaing in a
comparatively ghort time, as long as the prices of the staples do not fuil below
what they may reazonably be expected to be for gome time to come. A northern
man hag, besides, the advantage of being served by the Taboring population of
that region with greater w lllmgn( gy

But among the prineipal 1 ('(|me1tm for thn success of the immigrant are per-
konal seeurity and n settled condition of things.  Personal sccurity is honestly
promiged by the thinking men of the wulh' but another question is, whether
the promige and good intentions of the l]mlkmg men will be suflicient to restrain
and control the populace, whose animosity against “ Yankee interlopers” is only
second to their hostile feeling againgt the negro. I the military forees of the
government should be =oon and completely \\’l(h(]mwn.-l sce reasons to fear
that in many localitics immigrants would enjoy the necessary security only
when settling down tagether in numbers strong enough to provide for their own
proteetion. On the whole, no better encouragement can be given to immigration,
as far as individual sccurity is coneerned, than the assurance that the national
government will be near to proteet them until such protection is no longer needed.

The routh needs capital. But capital is notoriously timid and averse to rigsk
itgelf, not only where there actually is trouble, but where there ix serious and
continual danger of trouble.  Capitalists will be apt to consider—and they are
by no means wrong in doing so—that no safe investments can be made in the
south as long as southern society is liable to-be convulsed by anarchieal digorders,
No greater encouragement can, therefore, be given to capital to transfer itself to
the south than the assurance that the government will continue to control the
development of the new gocial gystem in the late rebel States until such dangers
are averted by a final settlement of things upon a thorough free-labor basis,

How long the national government should eontinue that control depends upon
contingencies. It ought to ceage as goon as its objects arc attained; and its
objects will be attained oouner wnd with less difficulty if nobody is per mitted to
indulge in the delusion that it will cease defore they are attained.  'T'his is one
of the cgser in which a determined policy can accomplish much, while a half-
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way policy is liable to spoil things already accomplished. The continuance of
the national coutrol in the south, although it may be for a short period only, will
cause some inconvenience and expense; but if thereby destructive collisions and
anarchical disorders can be prevented, justice sceured to all men, and the return
of peace and prosperity to all parts of this country hastened, it will be a pay-
ing investment.  For the future of the republic, it is far less important that this
business of reconstruetion be done quickly than that it be well done. The
matter well taken in hand, there is reason for hope that it will be well done, and
quickly too. In days like these great changes ave apt to operate themselves
rapidly. At present the southern people assume that free negro labor will not
work, and therefore they ave not inclined to give it a fair trial. ~ As soon as they
find out that they must give it a fair trial, and that their whole future power and
prosperity depend upon its suceess, they will also find out that it will work,
at least far better than they have anticipated.  Then their hostility to it will
gradually disappear.  ‘T'his great result accomplizhed, posterity will not find
fault with this administration for having delayed complete “reconstruction” one,
two, or more years :

Although T am not called upon to dizcuss in this report the constitutional
aspeets of this question, 1 may bhe pardoned for one remark.  The interference
of the national government in the local concerns of the States lately in rebellion is
argued against by many as inconsisteit with the spirit of our federal institu-
tions. Nothing is more foreign to my ways of thinking in political matters
than a fondness for centralization or military governiment.  Nobody can value
the blessings of local self-government more highly than I do. But weare living
under exceptional circumstances which require us, above all, to look at things
from a practical point of view; and I believe it will prove far more dangerous
for the integrity of local self-government if the national control in the south be
discontinued—while by discontinuing it too soon, it may be rendered necessary
again in the future—than if' it be continued, when by continuing it but a limited
time all such future necessity may be obviated, At present these acts of inter-
ference are but a part of that exceptional policy brought forth by the necessities
into which the rebellion has plunged us.  Although there will be some modifi-
cations in the relations between the States and the national government, yet
these acts of direct interference in the details of State coneerns will pass away
with the exceptional circumstances which called them forth.  But if the social
revolution in the south be now abandoned in an unfinished state, and at some
future period produce events provoking new and repeated acts of direct practi-
cal interference—and the contingency would by no means be unlikely to arise—
such new and repeated acts would not pass over without most seriously affecting
the political organism of the republie.

NEGRO SEFFRAGE.

It would scem that the inerference of the national authority in the home
concerns of the southern States wonld be rendered less necessary, and the whole
problem of political and social reconstruction he much simplified, if, while the
masses lately arrayed against the government are permitted to vote, the large
majority of those who were always loyal, and are naturally anxious to sce the
free labor problem successfully solved, were not exeluded from all influence npon
legislation. In all questions concerning the Union, the national debt, and the
future social organization of the south, the feelings of the colored man are naturally
in sympathy with the views and aims of the national government.  While the
southern white fought against the Union, the negro did all he could to.aid it;
while (ke southern white secs in the national government his conqueror, the
negro sees in it his protector; while the white owes to the national debt his
defeat, the negro owes to it his deliverance; while the white considers himself
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robbed and ruined by the emancipation of the slaves, the negro finds in it the
assuranee of future prosperity and happiness. . In all the important issues the
negro would be led by natural impulze to forward the ends of the government,
and by making his influence, as part of"the voting body, tell upon the legisla-
tion of the States, render the interference of the national authority less necessary.

Ag the most difticult of the pending questions are intimately connected
with the status of the negro in southeru society, it is obvious that a cor-
reet solution can be more easily obtained if he has a voice in the matter.
In the right to vote he would find the hest -permanent protection against
oppressive class-legislation, as well as against individual persecution.  The
relations between the white and black races, even it improved by the gradual
wearing off’ of the present animosities, ave likely to remain long under the
troubling influence of prejudice. It iz a notorious fact that the rights of a
man of some politieal power arve far less exposed to violation than those of one
who iz, in matters of public interest, completely subjeet to the will of others. A
voter is a man of influence; small as that influence may be in the single indi-
vidual, it becomes larger when that individual belongs to a numerons class of
voters who are ready to make common cause with him for the protection of his
rights.  Such an individual is an object of interest to the political parties that
desire to have the benefit of his ballot. 1t is true, the bringing face to face at
the ballot-box of the white and-black races may here and there lead to an out-
break of feeling, and the first trials ought certainly to be made while the national
power is still there to prevent or repress disturbances; but the practice once
suceessfully inaugurated under the proteetion of that power, it would probably
be more apt than anything else to obliterate old antagonising, especially it the
colored people—which is probable, as soon as their own rights are sufliciently
secured—divide their votes between the different political parties.

The cffect of the extension of the franchise to the colored people upon the
development of free lubor and upon the security of human rights in the south
being the principal object in view, the objeetions raised on the ground of the
ignorance of the freedmen become unimportant.  Practical liberty is a good
achool, and, besides, if any qualification can be found, applieable to both races,
which does not interfere with the attainment of the main object, such qualifica-
tion would in that respect be unobjectionable.  But it is idle to say that if will
be time to speak of negro suffrage when the whole colored race will be educated,
for the ballot may be necessary to him to secure his education, Tt is also idle
to say that ignorance is the prineipal ground upon which southern men object
to negro sufirage, for if it were, that numerous class of cobwred people in Lou-
isiana who are as highly educated, as intelligent, and as wealthy as any corre-
sponding class of whites, would have been enfiinchised long ago.

It has been asserted that the negro would be but a voting machine in the
hand of his employer.  On this point opinions seem to differ. 1 have heard it
¢aid in the south that the freedmen are more likely to be influenced by their
schoolmasters and preachers.  But even if we suppose the employer to control
to a certain extent the negro laborer’s vote, two things are to be taken into con-
sideration : 1. The class of employers, of landed proprictors, will in a few ycars
be very different from what it was herctofore in consequence of the general
breaking up, a great many of the old slaveholders will he obliged to give up
their lands and new men will step into their places; and 2. 'I'he employer will
hardly control the vote of the negro laborer so far as to make him vote against
his own liberty. The heuneficial cfieet of an extension of suffrage does not al-
ways depend upon the intelligence with which the newly admitted voters exer-
cise their right, hut sometimes upon the eircumstances in which they are placed;
and the circumstances in which the freedmen of the south are placed are such
that, when they only vote for their own liberty and rights, they vote for the
rights of free labor, for the success of an immediate important veform, for the
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progperity of the country, and for the general interests of mankind.  If, there-
fore, in order to control the colored vote, the employer, or whoever he may be,
is first obliged to concede to the freedman the great point of his own rights as
a man and a free laborer, the great social reform is comipleted, the most difficult
problem is solved, and all other questions it will be comparatively casy to settle.
In discussing the matter of negro suffrage I decmed it my duty to confine
myself strictly to the practieal aspects of the subjeet. I have, thereford, not
touched its moral merits nor discuszed the question whetber the national gov-
ernment is competent to enlarge the clective franchize in the States lately in
rebellion by its own act; 1 deem it proper, however, to offer a few remarks on
the assertion frequently put forth, that the franchise is likely to be extended to
the colored man by the voluntary action of the southern whites themselves.
My observation leads me to a contrary opinion.  Aside from a very few enlight-
ened men, I found but one class of people in favor of the enfranchisement of the
blacks : it was the class ot Unionists who found themselves politically ostracised
and 1ooked upon the enfranchisement of the loyal negroes ag the salvation of
the whole loyal eclement.  But their numbers and influence ave sadly insufhi-
cient to secure such a vesult.  T'he masses are strongly opposed to colored suft-
rage ; anybody that dares to advoeate it is stigmatized as a dangerous fanatic ;
nor do 1 deen it probable that in the 01‘([11mry course of things prejudices will
wear oft to such an extent as to make it a popular measure. Outside of Lou-
isiana only one gentleman who occupied a prominent political position in the
south L.\plessed to me an opinion favorable to it. e declared himself ready
to vote for an amendment to the constitution of his State bestowing the right of
suffrage upon all male citizens without distinction of color who could furnish evi-
dence of their ability to read and write, without, however, disfranchising those
who are now voters and are not able to fulfil that condition. 'I'his gentleman is
now a member of one of the State conventions, but I prezume he will not risk his
political standing in the south by moving such an amendment in that body.
_.The only manner in which, in my epinion, the southern people can be in-
duced to grant to the freedman some measure of solf’pmtcclmg power in the
form of suffrage, is to make it a condition precedent to “ readmission.”
DEPORTATION OF THE FREEDMEN.

I have to notice one pretended remedy for the disorders now agitating the
south, which scems to have become the favorite plan of some prominent publie
men. It is that the whole colored population of the south ghould be transport-
ed to some place where they could live completely separated from the whites.
It is hardly necessary to discuss, not ouly the question of right and justice, but
the difticulties and expense necessarily attending the deportation of nearly four
millions of people.  But it may be asked, what would become of the industry of
the south for many years, if the bulk of its laboring population were taken
away ! The southstands in need of an increase and not of a diminution of its
laboring force to vepair the losses and disasters of the last four years,  3Much
is said of importing Kuropean laborers and northern men ; this is the favorite
idea of many planters who want such immigrants to work on their plantations
But they forget that European and northern men will not come to the south to
serve as hired hands on the plantations, but to acquire property for themselves,
and that even if’ the whole Iuropean immigration at the rate of 200,000 a year
were turned into the south, leaving not a ringle man for the north and west, it
would require between fifteen and twenty years to fill the vacuum caused by the
deportation of the freedmen.  Aside from this, the influx of northern men or Ku-
ropeans will not diminish the demand for hire d negro labor; it will, on the con-
trary, increase it.  As Luropeans and northern people come in, not only vast
quantities of land will pass from the handg of their former owners into those of
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the immigrants, but a large arca of new land will be brought under cultivation;
and as the area of cultivation expands, hired labor, such as furnished by the
colored people, will be demanded in large gquantities.  'T'he deportation of the
labor so demanded would, therefore, be a very serious injury to the economical
interests of the south, and if an attempt were made, this effect would soon
be felt. .

It is, however, a question worthy of consideration whether it would not be
wise to offer attractive inducements and facilities for the voluntary migration
of frecdmen to some suitable district on the line of the Pacific railroad. It
would answer a double object : 1. It would aid in the construction of that road,
and 2. If this migration be effected on a largeseale it would cause a drain upon
the laboring foree of the couth; it would make the people affected by that drain
feel the value of the freedmen’s Iabor, and show them the necessity of keeping
that labor at home by treating the Iaborer well, and by offering him inducements
as fair as can be oftfered clsewhere,

But whatever the eflicieney of such expedients may be, the true problem re-
mains, not h'ow to remove the colored man from his present field of labor, but
how to make him, where he is, a true freeman and an intelligent. and useful cit-
izen.  I'he means are simple : protection by the government until his political
and social status enables him to protect himself, offering to his legitimate ambi-
tion the stimulant of a perfectly fair chance in life, and granting to him the
rights which in every just organization of society are coupled with correspond-
ing duties.

CONCLUSION,

[ may sum up all 1 have said in a few words. If nothing were necessary
but to restore the machinery of government in the States lately in rebellion in
point of form, the movements made to that end by the people of the south might,
be considered satisfactory. But if it is required that the southern people should
also accommodate themselves to the results of the war in point of spirit, those
movements fall far short of what must be insisted upon.

The loyalty of the masses and most of the leaders of the southern people,
cousists in submission to necessity. There ig, exceept in individual instances,
an entire absence of that national spirit which forms the basis of true loyalty
and patriotism.

The emancipation of the slaves is submitted to ouly in so far as chattel
slavery in the old form could not be kept up.  But although the freedman is
no longer considered the property of the individual master, he is considered the
slave of socicty, and all independent State legislation will share the tendency to
make him such. 'I'be ordinances abolishing slavery passed by the conventions
under the pressure of circumstances, will not be looked upon as barring the es-
tablishment of a new form of servitude.

Practical attempts on the part of- the gouthern people to deprive the negro of
his rights as a freeman may result in bloody collisions, and will certainly
plunge southern society into restless fluctuations and anarchical confusion,
Such evils can be prevented only by continuing the control of the national gov-
ernment in the States lately in rebellion until tree labor is fully developed and
firmly established, and the advantages and blessings of the new order of things
have digelosed themselves.  ‘Phis desivable result will be hastened by a firm
declaration on the part of the government, that national control in the south will
not ceaze until such results are seeured,  Only in this way can that sceurity be
established in the south which will render numerous immigration possible, and
such immigration would materially aid a favorable development ol things,

T'he solution of the problem would be very much facilitated by enabling all
the loyal and free-labor clements in the south to exercise a healthy influenceo
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upon legislation. It will hardly be possible to secure the freedman against op-
preszive clags legislation and private persecution, nnless he he endowed with a
certain measure of political power,

Ar to the future peace and harmony of the Union, it is of the highest import-
ance that the people lately in rebellion be not permitted o build up another
“pecaliar institution ™ whose spivit isin conflict with the fundamental prinei-
ples of our political system; for as long as they cherish intevests peenliane to
them in preference to those tiey have in common with the vest of the American
people, theiv loyalty to the Union will always he uneertain,

I desive not 1o he understood as saying that there are no well-meaning men
among those who were compromized in the rebellion. There are many, but
neither theiv number nor their inflnence is strong enough to control the manifest
tendeney of the popular spirit. There are great reazons for hope that a deter-
mined policy on the part of the national government will produee innumerable
and valuable couversions. "T'hiz consideration ¢ounselz lenity as to persons,
such as is demanded by the humane and enlightened spivit of owr times, and
vigor and firmuess in the carvving out of privciples, such ax is demanded by
the national sense of justice and the exigencies of our =itnation.

In submitting this veport T desive to say that I have conseientiously endeay-
pred to xee things as they were, and to vepresent them as | saw them, 1 have
been caveful not to uze stronger language than was warranted by the thonghts
Iintended to express. A comparizon of the tenor of the annexed documents
with that of my report, will convinee you that I have stndiously avoided over-
statements, Certain legislative attempts at presene made in the south, and es-
pecially in South Carvolina, seem to be more than justitving the-apprehensions
I have expressed,

Conscious though T am of having used my best endeavors to draw, from what
[ saw and learned, corveet general conelusions, yet am far from placing too
great a trust in my own judgment, when interests of sueh maguitude are at
stake. 1 know that this report is incomplete, although as complete as an ob-
servation of afew months could enable me to make it Additional facts might
be clicited, ealenlated to throw new light upon the subject. Although I sce no
reason for believing that things have changed for the better sinee I et for the
south, yet such may be the eaze. Admitting all these possibilities, T would
entreat you to take no irvetraceable step towirds velieving the States lately in
rebellion from all national control, wntil xuel favorable changes are elearly and
nnmistakably ascertained. )

To that end, and by virtue of the permizsion vou honored e with when
sending me out to communicate to you freely and |i|n‘u.~<(-r\'(ftlly my views as to
measures of policy proper to be adopted, T would now vexpectfully suggest that
you advize Congress to send one or more “ investigating committees ™ into the
southern States, to inguive for themszelves into the actual condition of things,
betore final action is taken upon the readmission o f such Stues to their repre
sentation in the legislative branch of the government, and the withdrwal of
the national control from that section of the country,

L, wir, very vespeetfully, your obedient sevvayt,
CARL SCHURZ.

s Fxcellency ANprEW Jouxsoy,

LPresedent of the United Statis,
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ACCOMPANYING THD

REPORT O MAJOR GENERAL CARL SCUHURYZ,

No. 1.

HizapqUak rens DEPARTMENT 0P SouTi CAROLING,
Hilton Head, 8. C., July 97, 1365,

Dear Sic: I have reecived your fetter of the 17th instant, from Charleston, propounding
to me three questions, as follows:

Ist. Do you think that theve ave a number of bona fide loyal persons in this State laorge
enongh o warrnt the enrly estubhishinent of ¢ivil government? '

2d. Do you think that the white population of South Cavolinn, if vestored to the possession
of politieal powcr in this Stute, wounld earry out the spivit of the cmancipation proelumation,
and go o work i o bona fids manner to ovgranize free Jaboy ?

3d. What mensures do you think necessary to insure such o vesult in this State !

The first of these questions 1 am foreed to answer in the negative, provided that white
pevsons ouly are veferred to in the expression *“hona fide logal persons,” and provided that
“the early establishment of eivil government” means the carly withdrawal of the, genernl
control of alfuirs from the United Rtates anthorities,

T'o the second question, T answer that T do not think that the white inhahitants of Qouth
Caroling, if left to themselves, are yet prepared to carry out the spirit ol the emancipation
proclamations neither do 1 think that they wonld orgunize free Inhor wpon any plan that
wortld e of advantuge to hoth whites and blacks until the mutual distrastand prejudice now
existing between the races are in ameasure removed,

1o the thivd question I answer, that, in ovder to secure the carrying out of the “spirit of
the emancipation proclamation,” and the organization of really free Inbar in good fuith, it
appears to e necessary that the military, ov some other anthority detived from the national
govermment, should retwin a supervisory control over the eivil affairs in this State until the

o

next season's erops are havested and seenred,

The reasons which have dictated my veplics Tshall notiee quite briefly.

Loyalty in South Carolina—such Joyalty as is xccwed by the taking of the amnesty
oath and by the reception of Exceutive elemeney —duoes not approach the standard of loyalty
in the north. It is not the golden frait of convietion, but the stern and wnpromising result
of necessity, avising from wnsnesesdul jusurrection, The white population of the State
aceept the condition which has heen tposed upon them, simply beciuse there is no alterna-
tive,

They entered upon the war in the spring ol 1551 and arvaxed themselves on the side of
treason with a wnanimity of prurpose wnd a0 madignity of Seling not equalled by that dis-
played in any other State.

The judividaal exeeptions to this rule were oo few in numbers and were possessed of too
little power to he taken into aeconnt at atl, Although the overt treason then innugnrated
has been overcome by superior foree, few will claim that it bus been transtormed into
layalty townrd the national government.  §am cleavly of the opinion that it has not, and
that time wied experience wiil be necessary to effeet such a change

Al fntelligent whites admit that the “abolition of slavery” and the *Cimpracticability of
secession” ure the plain and unmistakable verdiets of the wav. Their convielions us yet
co no further,  Their preference for the *“divine institntion,” aned their intelleetual belief in
the right of n State to secede, are ns mnch artieles of faith in their ereed at the present
moment ns they were on the duy whea the ordinanee of secession was unanimously adopted.
When the rebel anmes eeased to exist, and there was no longerany foree that could be in-
voked for waging war ngainst the nation, the insurgents aceepted that fuet simply as proof
of the impossibility of their establishing wn independont government.  ‘This sentiment was
almost immedintely followed by a general desire Lo save as mueh properly s possibie from
the genersl wreek,” Po this state of the public mind, which succeeded the swrender of the
whel avmies with notewoerthy rapidity, T am foreed to attribute the prevailing willingness
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and desire of the prople to **return’ to their alleginnce, und resume the avocations of peace.

1 do not regard this condition of things as at all discouraging, It is, indeed, better than 1
expected to seo or dured to hope for in so short « time.  Oune good result of it is, that guorills
warfure, which was se very generally apprehended, hus never been resorted to in this State.
There was a sudden and general change from a state of war to o state of peace, and, with
the cxeeption of frequent individual conflicts, mostly between the whites and blacks, and
often, it s true, resulting in loss of life, that peace has rarely been disturbed.

Lt is, however, o peace resulting from a cool and dispassionnte appeal to reason, and not
from uny convictions of right or wrong ; it has its origin in the head, and not in the heart.
Impotency and policy gave it'bivth, and impoteney, policy and hope keep it alive. It is
not inspired by any higher motives than these, and higher motives could hardly be expected
to follow immediately in the footsteps of armed insurrection. The hopes of the people are
fixed, as & matter of course, upon the President. ‘The whites hope and expect to recover the
preponderating influence which they have lost by the war, and which has been temporarily
repluced by the military duthority throughout the State, and they receive with general satis-
fuction the appointment of Mr. Perry as provisional governor of the Sule, and regard it as
a step toward their vestovation to civil and politieal power,  Even those men who have tuken
the lead during the war, not ouly in the heartiness and liberality of their support of the
rebel ennse, but also in the bitteruess of their denimeintion of ‘the national government and
the loyal people of the northern States, express themselves as entirely satisfied with the
shapo which svents are taking. .

Fhe colored populution, on the contrary, or that portion of it which moulds the feelings
and divects the passions of the nmss, look with growing suspicion upon this state of affuirs,
and entertuin the most lively apprehensions with regurd to their future welfure.  They have
no fears of being returned to sluvery, having the most implicit fuith in our assuranee of its
abolition for all time to come, but they think they see the power which has held tho lnsh
over them through muny generations again being restored to their former masters, and they
wre impressed with o greater or less degree of alurm,

Thus the *“ireopressible confliet,” the antagonism of interest, thought, and sentiment
hetween the races is perpetusted.  The innnediste restmmption by the whites of the civil and
political power of the State would have o tendency to augment this evil. At the present
time il differences between the whites and blacks, but more especinlly those growing out
of agrecements for compensated labor, are promptly aud willingly relerred to the nearest
military authority for adjustment; the whites well knowing that simple justice will be nd-
ministered, and the blacks inspired by the belief thut we are their friends.  This plan works
smoothly and satisfactorily.  Many of the isbor contracts upon the largest plantations have
been mado with special reference to the planting wnd harvesting of the next year's crops
others expire with the present year. The immediate restoration of the civil power by re-
moying military restraint from those planters who are not entively sincere in their alleginnee,
and have not mado their pledges and especinlly their lnbor contracts in good fuith, and by
withdsswing froin the blacks that souree of protection to which alone they look for justice
with any degree of confidence, would, by engendering new suspicions, and new prejudices
between the races, work disndvantageously to both in a peenninry sense, while the suceesstul
solution of the important question of free black labor would be embarragsed, deferred, and
possibly defeated, nmsmuv{n as it would be placed therehy in the hands of men who are
avowedly suspicious of the negro, and have no confidence in his fitness for freedom, or his
willingness to work; who regard the abolition of slavery ny a great sectional calamity, uud
who, under the semblance nnd even the protection of the luw, and without vielating the
lotter of the emuncipation proclamation, would have it in their power to imposs burdens
upon the negro race searcely less irksome than those from which it hus theoreticaily exeaped.
Indecd, the ordinury vagrancy and apprenticeship laws now in force in seme of the New
England States (slightly modified perbaps) could be so administered and enforced upon the
blucks in South Carolinn as to keep thei in practical slavery. They conld, while bearing
the nwine of frieeman, bo legally subjected to all the oppressive features ofserfdom, peonuge,
and feudalism combined, without possessing the right to clnim, much less the power to exact,
any of the prevogatives and amenities belonging to either of those systems of human bond-
adge. Al this could be done without vielating the letter of the emancipation proclamation ;
no argiment is necessary to prove that it would be u total submission of its spirit, -~ Iven
upon the presumption that the whites, when again elothed with civil anthority, would be in-
fluenced by a sincere desiro to enforce the cmancipation proclumntion, and orgunize free
labor upon a wise and just basis, it would seem injudicions to_intrust them with unlimited
power, which might be wislded to the injury of both races until the prejudices mud animosi-
tics which generated the rebellion and gave it life and vigor have had time 1o subside.
Foew men have any cloar conception of what the generid good ut the present timeequires in
the way of State legislation. A thousand vagne theories ave floating upon the public mind.

The evils which we would have to fear from an immediate re-establishment of eivil govern-
ment would be not only kasty and ignorant but ercessive legislation  While there may be
wide differences of opinion as to which is the greater of these two evils per ge, Tun free

to express my belief that one or the other of them would be very likely to follow the immediate
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restoration of civil government, and that it would be not only injudicious in itself but pro-
ductive of prospective hurm, to whites as well as blucks, to place the former in a position
where a community of feeling, the promptings of traditional teaghings, and the instimets of
selt-interest and self-preservation,would so strongly tempt them to muke a choice, I believe
that a respectable majority of the most intelligent whites would cordially aid ani policy cal-
culated, in their opinion, to secure the greatest good of the greatest number, blacks included,
but 1 do not regard them as yet in a condition to exercise an unbiassed judgment in this
matter,  Inasmuch as very few of them are yet ready to admit the practicability of amello-
rating the condition of the black race to any considerable extent, they would not be likely at
the present time to devise a wise system of free black labor, Neither would they be zealous
und hopetut co-laborers in such a system if desired by others, .

I have spoken of the contract system which has been innugurated by the military author-
ities throughout the Stute as working smoothly und satisfactorily. This statement should, of
course, he tnken with some limitation. It was inaugurated as nn expedient under the pres-
sure of stringent necessity at o time when labor was in a greatly disorganized srate, and
there was manitest danger that the crops, already planted, would be lost for waut of cultiva-
tion,  Many of the negroes, but more especially the able-hodied ones and those possessing
no strong fumily ties, had, under the novel impulses of freedom, left the plavtation where
they had heen laboring through the planting season, and flocked to the nearest military post,
becoming a useless and expensive burden upon our hands. Very many plantations, under
extensive cultivation, were entirely abandoned, At places remote from military posts, and
that had never been visited by owr troops, this exodus did not take place so extensively or to
a degree threatening a very general loss of crops.  The negroes were retained partly through
ignorance or uncertzinty of their rights and partly through fear of their former masters and
the severe digcipline unlawfully eng)rcud by them.

Under the assurance that they were freo, that they would be protected in the enjoyment of
their freedom and the fruits of their labor, but would not be supported in idleness by the
government so long as labor conld be procured, the low of negroes into the towns and mili-
tary posts was stopped, and most of them already accumulated there were induced to roturn
to the plantations and resume work under contracts to he approved and enforced by the mil-
itury suthorities. Both planters and negroes very generally, and apparently quite willingly,
fell into this plan as the best that conld be tmprovised.  Although there have lcen many in-
stances of violation of contracts, (more frequently, I think, by the black than by the white,)
and although the plan possesyes many defects, and is not cu?culuto.d to develop all the ad-
vantages and benefits of a wise free-luhor system, I am not prepared to recommend any ma-
terial modification of it, or anything to replace it, at least for several months to come.

For reasons alrendy suggested I believe that the restoration of civil power that wonld take
the control of this question out of the hands of the United States authorities (whether exer-

. ¢ised through the military uuthorities or through the Freedmen's Burenu) would, instead of
removing existing evils, be almost certain to augment them,
Very respectiully, your obedient servant,
Q. A. GILLMORE, Major Gencral,
General CARL ScHUuRZ, Charleston, 8. C.

No. 4.

CHARLESTON, SovTH CAROLINA, July 25, 1865,

GENERAL: Since handing yon my letter of yesterduy I have read a speech reported to
have heen delivered in Greenville, South Carvoling, on the 3d instant.

I have judged of Mr. Perry by veports of others, but as I now have an opportunity from
his own lips of knowing hig opinions, I must request that you will cross vut that portion of
my lntter referving to him,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN P. HATCH,
Brevet Major General, Commanding

Mujor Generul CARL SCHURZ,

[P

HEADQUARTERS MiLITARY DISTRICT OF CHARLESTON,
Charleston, South Carolina, July 24, 18656

GENERAL: In answer to your question as to the disposition of the people being such as to
Justify their speedy return to the control of political power, I would say no,

Many portions of the Stute have not yet been visited by our troops, and in other parts not
long enough oceupied to encournge the formation of & new party, disposed to throw off tw

Ex. Doce, 2—4, R
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old party rulers, who, after thirty years preaching sedition, succeeded in carrying their point
and forcing the people into rebellion, .

Were elections to be held now, the old leaders already organized would carry everything
by the force of their organization, 1 would say delay action, pardon only such as the gov.
ernor can recommend, aud let him only reconinend such as he feels contident will support
the views of the government.  Men who supported nullification in thirty-two, and have up-
held the doctrine of States’ rights since, should not be pardoned; they cannot learn new
ways, I have read with care the published proceedings of every public meeting held in this
State, and have observed that not one single resolution has yet beon pussed in which the ab-
solute freedom of the colored man was recognized, or the doetrine of the right of secession
disnvowed. Why is this!  Because the old leadors have managed the muetings, and they
cannot see that a new order of things cxists. They still hope to obtain control of the State,
and theu to |]nws taws with reference to thoe colored people which shall virtually re-establish
slavery : and although they look upon secession as at presont hopeless, a future war may en-
able them to again raise tiw standard.

You ask what signs do they show of & disposition to educate the blacks for the new po-
sition they are to occupy ! ‘U'his is a question that has so far been but little discussed, lNo
education, except as to their religious duties, was formerly nllowed, and this only to make
them contented in their position of servitnde.  Whilst thoroughly instructed in the injunc-
tion, *‘servants obey your masters,” adultery was not only winked at, but, uutbrtlmuluf_\', in
too many cases practically recommended. A few gentlemen have said to me that they weie
willing to have the blucks taught to read and write, but little interest appears to be felt on
the subject. )

With reforence to the bhensfit to be devived by the general government by delaying the
formation for the present of o State governinent, I will be briet. It will discournge the old
lvoaders who are anxious to seize inunedistely the reins of power. It will, by allowiug time
fur discussion, give the people an opportunity to beeome anesuninted with subjects they have
heretofore trusted to their leaders. kVIuercvur our troops go, discussion follows, and it would
e best that the people should not commit themselves to s line of policy they have not had
time to examine and decide upon coolly, It will give the young men ambitious of rising
opportunity for organizing ona new platform a party which, agsisted by the government,
can quiet forever the questions which have made the State of South Caroling a thoru in the side
of the Union, These young men, muny of whom have served intho ariny, take a practical view
of their present condition that the old stay-at-homes cannot be brought to understand,  Give
them time and support and they will do the work required of them, - Their long absence has
made it necessary to become acquainted with the people ; but they will be listened to as men
who have hounestly fought in a cause which has fuiled, and will be respected for as honestly
coming out in support of the now only reasonable chauce of a peaceful government for the
future,

Where our troops have been the longest time stationed we have the most friends; and
were the people thoroughly convineed that the government (until they have shown w dispo-
sition to unite hewrtily in its support) is determined not to give them a State government,
the chango would go on much more rapidly,

The selection of Governor Perry was most fortunate. I know of no other man in Svaih
Cuarolina whao could have filled the position. ‘

I remain, general, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JNO, P HATCH,
Brevet Major General Conomanding.,

Goneral CARL SCHURZ, .

No. 5.

CuarLesTON, 8, C., July 24, 1865,

(IENERAL: In complinnce with your verbal request, made at our interview this, w. m., to
express to you my opinions and impressions regavding the status of the people of South Caro-
lina, and of such others of the insurrectionery States with whom I have come in contaet, re-
speeting a return to their allegiance to’ the federal government, and a willingness on their
part to sustain and support the sane in its efforta to restore and aecomplish the actunl union
ol the States, and also their probable adhesion to the several acts and proclamations which
have been enacted and promulgated by the legislutive and executive branches of the govern.
ment, | beg to reply, t‘mt, a8 an ofticer of one of the departments, L have heen enabled by
constant intercourse with large numbers of this people to form an approximate estimate of the
nature of their loyalty, and also to gain a knowledge of the prejudices which remain with
them townrds the forces, military uns politien], which have prevailed agninst them after the
struggle of the lust four years, and established the integrity and power of the republic,

Whatever may be said upon the abstraet question of voluntary or forcible State secession,
“1he defeut of the iusurrectionary forees hus heen so perfect and complete, that the most defi-
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ant have already avowed their allegiance to the national government. The first experience
of the insurgents is « complete submission, followed by & promise to abstain from all further
acts of mhol;Tion——in fuet, the nuclens of their loyalty is necessity, while perhaps some with
still 4 seutiment of loyalty in their hearts for tho old flag turn back, like the prodigsal, with
tearful eycs, wasted means, and exhausted energies.

At the present time there ¢can be but foew loyal men in the State of South Carolina who,
through evil and good report, have withstood the swiles of secession, South Carolina has
been sown broadcast for the last thirty years with overy conceivable form of literature
which taught ber children the divine right of State sovercignty, carrying with it all its ne-
compunying evils, The sovereign State of South Carolina’in her imperinl majesty looked
down upou the republic itself, and only through a grand condescension, renwined to supervige
and balunee the power which, when not controliing, she had sworn to dostroy. The works
of Calhoun were the necessary companion of every man of culture und eduestion, They
wete by no means confined to the libraries of the cconomist and politician. Whenthe 1:ational
troops pillaged the houses aud deserted bhuildings of Charleston, the streets weve strown with
the pamplilets, sermons and essays of politicians, clergymen, andebelles-lettras scholars, all
promulgating, according to the ability and tastes of their several authors, the rights of the
sovereign State, No public occasion passed by which did not witness an asserticn of these
rights, und the gauntlet of definuce was ever upon the ground. :

It is the loyalty of such a poople that we have to consider.  As a people the South Caro-
lininns are bhrave and generous in certain directions. In their cities there is great calture,
and many of the citizens are persons of refinewent, education and taste, The edueated
clusses nro well versed in tho history of our country, and many huve an intimate knowledge
of the varied story of political parties. But from the lowest to the highest classes of the
white population there is an instinctive dread of the negro and an utter sbhorience of any
doctrine which argues an ultimate improvement of his condition beyond that of the merest
chattel lnborer,

The first proposition made by the southerner on all oceasions of discussion is, that the
emancipation proclamation of the Presidont was a gricvons error from every poiut of view ;
that in the settloment of thoe various questions arising from the insurrcetion, the nationnl
government assumes g responsibility w&nich bulongs to the sevoral States, and now that the
suprotmacy of the general government is established, and the prospoect of o resuscitation, re-
habilitation, reconstruction, or simple assertion of the legislative and exeeutive powers of the
suparato Stutes, u lingering hopo yet remains with many, that although African slavery ix
ubolished, the States nuy yet so legislate as to place the negro in a state of actual peonage
und submission to the wifl of the employer.  Therefore, we have combined with a forced
wid  tardy loyalty a lingering hope that such State legislation can be resorted to as will re-
store the former slave to, as nearly as possible, the condition of involuntary servitude,  And
the quostion naturally arises, how long must we wait for o higher and ‘mror expression of
fealty to the Uuion, and for & more intelligent and just appreciation of the question of free
eolored Inbor which the results of the contest have forced upon us?

I am sutisfied, that while no efforts must be spared to instil into the minds of the freedmen
the necessity of patient labor and endeavor, and a practical knowledge of the responsibilities of
their new condition, by a judicious system of education, the white southerner isreally the most
interesting pupil, and we must all feel o solicitude for his enlightenment,

‘The principles of liberty have been working for a number of years in our republie, nud
have secured various great political results,  Latterly they have worked with wonderful
and rapid effect, and it hay ever been by aid of all the forces of education and enlightencd
commerce between man and man that the progress of true freedom has beon hastened and
made secure, * When the southern plaunter sees it demonstrated beyond a doubt that the free
lnbor of the black man, properly remunerated, conduces to his pecuniary juterests, ut that
mounent he will aceept the situation, und not hefore, unless it is forced upon him; thorefore,
itis the white southerner that must be educated into o realization of his responsibility in the
settlement of these questions, and by a systematic und judicious edueation of the freedman & citi-
zen will gradually Lo developed; aud the two classes, finding their interests mutual, will soon
settlo the now vexed question of suffrage.  Iam firnly of opluion that the government cannat
afford to relax its hold upon these Statcs until a loynl press, vepresenting the views of the gov-
ernment, shall disseminate its sentiments hroadeast all over t&;is sonthern land; and whenuall
the uvenues and channels of communication shall have besn oponed, sud the policy of the
government shull be more cagily ascertained and promulgated, and the States, or the citi-
zens thereol in suflicient numbers, shall have uvowed by word and act their acceptance of
the now order of things, we may then safely consider the expedioncy of surrendering to cach
State legisluture the duty of framing its necessary constitution and code; and all other ad-
juncts ot civil govornment.  If the form of our government were monarchical, we might be
more sanguine of the suceess of any proposed mensure of amnesty, becuuse of the immodiate
rower of the government to suppress swinmarily any disorder arising from too;r‘out len-
tency 5 but to “delegate to the Stutes themselves the quelling of the tumult which they have
themselves Tuised, i3, to say the least, o doubtful experiment. Many thinking Carolinians
huvo said that they preferred that the government should first itself demonstrate the system
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of free Iubor, to such an extent that the planter would gladly avail himself of the system
and earry it on to its completion, ,

The presence of a strong military force is still needed in the State of South Carolina
to maintain order, and tuv see that the national laws are respected, as well as to en-
force such municipal regulations us the occasion demands.. For such service, officers of
sound, practical senge should be chosen—men whose appreciation of strict justice both to
employer and employé would compensate even for a lack of mere skilful militury knowl-
edge; meu without the mean prejudices which ave the bane of some who wear the insignia
of the national service, '

I beligve that affuirs in South Caroling are yet in a very crude state; that outrages are
being practiced upon the negro which the military arm shouid prevent. Doubtless many
slories nre fubricated or exaggerated, but & calm and eandid citizen of Charleston huas said:
** Is it wonderil that this should be so ; that men whose slaves have come at their call, but
now demur, hesitate, and perhaps refuse labor or demand certain wages therefor—that such
men, smurting under their losses and defeats, should vent their spitec upon a race slip-
ping from their power srd ssserting their newly acquired rights 1 Is abuse not a natural re-
sult " But time, enlightenment, and the strenuous cefforts of the government can prevent
much of this,

I am, therefore, convinced that the education of the white and black must go hand in
hand together until the system of free lubor is so absolutely demonstrated that the interest of
the employer will be found in the intelligence, the well-being, and the comfert of the em-
ployed. 1 believe thut the great sonrces of benevolence at the north should still flood this
southern land with its bounty—that the national government should encounrage each State to
receive all the implements of lubor, education und comfort which a generous people cun be-
stow, not meroly for the benefit of the black freediman, but for the disenthralled white who
has grovelled in the darkness of & past age, and who has been, perhaps, the innocent op-
pressor of & people he may yet serve, and with them enter mto the enjoyment of & more
glorious freedom than cither have ever conceived.

With sentiments of respeet gnd esteemn, I beg to remain, general, your obedient servant,

- JOHN H., PILSBURY,
Deputy Supervising and Assistant Special Agent T'reasury Department,

Major General CARL SCHURZ, §ec., &c., &ec.

No. 6.

Views expressed by Mujor General Steedman in conversation with Carl Schurz,

‘ AUGUSTA, GEORGIA, August 7, 1864,

I have been in command of this department only a manth, and cun, therofore, not pretend
to have as perfect a knowledge of the condition of affairs, and the sentiments ot the people of
Georgia, as 1 may have after louger experience. But observations so far made lead me to
the following conclusions:

‘The people of this Stute, with only s few individual exceptions, are submissive but not
loyal,

I intrusted with political power at this time they will in all probability use it as much as
pussible to escapo from the legitimate results of the war,  Their politieal prineiples, as well
us their views ou the slavery question, are the same as beforo the war, andall that can be ex-
preted of them is Lhat they willl submit to actual necessities from which there is no escape.

The State is quiet, in so fur ag there is no organized guerilla warfare. Couflicts between
whites and blacks are not unfrequent, and in many instunces result in bloodshed.

As to the labor question, I believe that the planters of this region have absolutely no con-
ception of what free labor is. I considor thom entirely incapable of legislating understand-
ingly upon the subject at the present time.

The orgunization of lubor in this State, especially in the interior, hasso far, in most cases,
been left to the planters and freedmen thomselves, the organization of the Ireedmen's Ba-
rean being as yot quite imperfect. A great many contracts have been made hetween planters
and freedmen, some of which were approved by the military authorities and some were not,

General Wilde, the principal agent of the Freedmen's Burenu in this State, is, in my opin-
ion, entirely unfit for the discharge of the duties inetumbent upon him. He displays much
vigor where it {8 not wanted, and shows but very little judgment where it is wanted.  Until
the Freedmen's Burean will be sufficiently organizedin this State I deem it necessary to tem-
porarily intrust the provost marshals, now being stationed all over the State, one to every
funr counties, with the discharge of its functions, especially as concerns the making of con-
tracts snd the ndjustment of difficulties hetween whites and blacks,

1 deem it impracticabls to refer such difficulties for adjustment to such civil courts as can
at present be organized in this State. It would be like leaving cach party to decide the ense
for itself, und wouk! undoubtedly at once result in a free fight, It will be so until the people
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of this State have a moro accurate idea of the rights of the freedmen. The military power s,
in my opinion, the only tribunal which, under existing circumstances, can decide ditticulties
between whites and blacks to the sutisfuction of both parties and can make its decisions re-
spected.

pAs for the restoration of civil power in this State, I apprehend it cannot be done without
leading to the necessity of frequent interference on the part of the military until the sontiments
of the people of Georgia have undergone a very great chunge,

This memorandum was read to General Steedman by me, and he authorized me to submit
it in this form to the President. A
C. SCHURZ.

No. 7.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF COLUMBUS,
. Macon, Georgia, August 14, 1865,
tENERAL: There are no loyal people in Georgia, except the negroes; norv are there any
considerable number who would under any circumstances otfer armed resistance to the na-
tional anthority.,  An officer, without arms or escort, could arrest any man in the State.  But,
while their submission is thus complete and universal, it is not & matter of choice, but gstern
necessity which they deplore. _

It allowed they will readily reorganize their State government and administer it upon cor-
rect principles, except in mattors pertaining to their former slaves,  On this subject they ad-
mit the abolition of the institution, and will so trane their constitution, hoping thereby to
procure their recognition as a State government, whon they will at once, by legislation, re-
duce the freedmen to a condition worse than slavery. Yet while they will not recognize
the rights of their former slaves themselves, they will submit to its full recognition by the
national government, which can do just as it pleases and no resistance will he offered. My
own clear opinion is, it will have to do everything that may be necessary to secure real prac-
tical freedom to the former slaves. i

The disturbances at present ure chiefly due, I think, tothe swarm of vagrants thrownupon
socioty by the disbanding of the rebel armies and the amancipation of the slaves at a geasou
of the year when it is dificult for those who seek to find employmont.

After the 1st of January I apprehend no trouble, axthe fn}tm'o of the next erop willabsorl
all the labor of the country. }n the interim o great deal of caro and diligence will be re-
quired.  Hence 1 recommend the importance of sending men of vnergy and business capacity
to manage the affairs of the Freedmen'’s Bureau.

1 am, general, very vespectfully, your ohedient servant,
JOHN T. CROXTON,
Brigudicer General United Staics.
General CARL SCHURZ,

No. 8.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, )
New Orleans, June 20, 1865,

Stk T have the honor to transmit for your consideration & copy of the correspondence be-
tween the governor of Louisiana and myself’ touching the relations between the State and
the military anthorities in this department,

The instructions upon this subject are, and probably designedly, indefinite.  They indi-
cate, however, the aceeptancs by the President of the constitution of the Stato, adopted in
Suptembnr, 1864, us the means of re-establishing civil government in the Statoand the recog-
nition of the governor as his agent in accomplishing fhis work. The same principlo gives
validity to such of the State laws as are not in confliet with this constitution, or repenled by
cluugr?usimml legislation, or abrogated by the President's proclamation or orders issued during
the rebellion,

This leaves many questions undotermined, except so far as they are settled by the law of
nations and the laws of war, so fur as my authority extends. I will turn over all aich ques-
tions to the State government; and in cases that do not come within the legitimate authority
of'n military commander, will report them for such action as his excellency the President, or
the War Department, may think proper to adopt.

I have bad a very free conference with the governor upon this subjeet, and I believe that
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he conenrs with me that the conrse I have indicated in the correspondence with him is not
only the legal but the only course that will avoid the appeals to thelocal courts by interested
or designing men, which are now dividing those who protess to be working for the same ob-
je(:t-—-the re-establishment of civil authority throughout the State.

Then, in addition, many questions, in which the interests of the government arve directly
involved, or in which the relations of the general government to the States, as afected by the
rebellion, are left unsettled by any adequate legislation. I do not think it will be wise to
commit any of these questions, either directly orindirectly, to the jurisdiction of tne State or
other local courts, and will not so conmit them unless instructed to do so.

It is very possible that in the varied and complicated questions that will come up there may
be differences of opinion between the governor and myself, but there shall be no discord of
action, and I will give to his efforts the fullest support in my power.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir.
E. R. 8. CANBY,

Major General Commanding.
The SECRETARY OF WAR, IWashington, D. C.

Official copy :
by R. Des ANGES, Major, A. A. G.

STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
New Orleans, June 10, 1865,

GENERAL: Thero is a class of officers holding and exercising the duties of civil officers
in this State who claim to hold their right to the snine by virtue of deriving their appointment
from wilitary authority exercised either by General Sheploy as military governor, or Michael
Hahy, and in some cases by Major General Banks, commander of the department of the
Gulf.  These mon resist my power to remove on the ground that I am not elothed with mili-
tury power, although the offices they fill are strictly civil offices, and the power of appoint-
ing to the same to %u vacaucies (which constructively exist until the office is filled according
to law) is one of my prerogatives as civil governor, ~To dispossess thése men by logal pro-
cess involves delay and trouble, Many of the persons so ho%ding office arc obnoxivus to the
charges of official misconduct and of obstructing my offorts to re-establish civil government,

For the purpose, thercfore, of settling the question, and relieving the civil government of
the State (}-om the obstructions to its progress caused by the opposition of these men, Iwould
respectfully suggest to you, general, the expediency of your issuing an order revoking all
appointments made by military or semi-military anthority to civil offices in this State prior
to the 4th of March, 1865, the date on which I asswined the duties of governor, I fix that
dato because it is only since that period the governor has been confined to strictly civil pow-
ers, nnd what military power has been exercised sinee in sppointments to office has been from
necossity and was unavoidable, -

I throw out these suggestions, general, for your consideration. On my recent visit to the
capital I had full and free donversation with Presideng Johuson on the subject of reorganiz-
ing civil government in Louisiana, aud while deprecating the interference of milimrf' power
in civil government heyond the point of actual necessity, yet he fully apprecinted the difi-
culties of my position, and assured me that I should be sustained by him in all necessary
and logal measures to organize und uphold civil governmeont.

gl have the houor to be, very respectfully, &e.,
J. MADISON WELLS,

: Governur of Louisiana,
Major General E. R. 8. CANBY, Commanding Department of the Gulf.

Ofticial copy :
v R. Drs ANGES, Major, 4. 4. G,

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF,
New Orleans, Juns 19, 1865,

Smr: I have the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of your communication of the 10th in-
stant, asking me to revoke all appointments made by military or semi-military authority to
civil offices in the State prior to the 4th of March, 1865. ’

I have given this subject the attention and serious consideration which its imiportance de-
mands, and I find it complicuted not only with the privute and public interests of the people
and State of Louisiana, but also with QZG direct interests of the governmeut of the United
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States, or with the obligations imposed upon the government by the condition of the country
or by the antecedent exercise of lawful military authority. To the extent that these consid-
erations obtuin they are controlling considerations, and I cannot tind that I have any author-
ity to delegate the duties devolved upon me by my officinl position, or to evade the respounsi-
bilities which it imposes, I venture the suggestion, also, that the evils complained of, and
which are so apparent and painful to all who ure interested in the restoration of civil author-
ity, will scarcely be obtained by the course you recommend, but will, in my judguent, give
rise to complications that will ¢r.oarrass not only the State but the general government,

Ali ofticers who hold their oftices by the tenure of military appointment are subject to mil-
itary authority and control, ~.ud will not be permitted to interfere in any manner whatever
with the exercise of functisns that have been committed to you as govornor of Louisiana.
I’ they are obnoxious te the charge of misconduet in office, or of obstructing you in your
ctiorts to re-establish civil government, they will, upon your recommendation, he removed,
I, under the constitation and laws of the State, the power of appoiutment resides in the gov-
ernor, my duty »ill be ended by vacating the appointment.  If the oftice is elective, the
wilitary appointnent will be cancelled so soon ns the successor is elected and qualified,  In
the alternative cases the removal will be .made, and suecessors recommended by you, and*
wgaingt whoin there are no disqualifying charges, will be appointed.

‘Thig, ir. my judgment, is the only course which will remove all legal objections, or even
legal quibbles. .

I desire to divest myself as soon as possible of all questions of civil administration; and
will separate, as soon and as far as 1 can, all such questions from those that are purely mili-
tary in their character, and conunit them to the care of the proper officers of the civil gov-
ermuent,

Sowe of these questions are complicated in their character, and involve not only private
s public interests, but the faith of the national government ; originating in the legal exercise
of military authority, they can only be determined by the same authority.

"There is another consideration, not direetly but incidentatly involved in the subjeet of your
communication, to which I have the honor to invite your attention.  ‘The results of the past
four years have worked many changes both as to institutions and individuals within the in-
surroctionary States, giving to some of the interests involved an absolutely national charac-
ter, and in others leaving the relations lictween the genernl government and the States unde-
termined, So faras Congress has legislated upon these subjects, it has placed them under the
direct control of the gencral government, and under the laws of nations and laws of war the
sume principlo applies to the other subjeet.  Until Congress has legislated upon this subject,
or until Executive authority sanctions it, no questions of this character will be conimitted to
the jurisdietion of the loeal courts,

I make these supggestions to you for the renson that T have already found a strong disposi-
tion in some sections of the country to forestull the nction of the general government by
bringing these subjects more or less directly under the control of the loeal courts; and I have
neither the anthority nor the disposition to establish precedents that may possibly embarruss
the future action of the government, )

I take this 6ceasion to assure your excellencey of my hearty co-operation in your efforty to
re-establish clvil govermment, and in any measures that may be und ortaken for the benofit of
the State or people of Louisinna, )

I shall he happy at all times to confer with you upon any of these subjects, and to give
you, whenever necossary, uny assistanee that you may require,

1 have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ E. R. 8. CANBY,
* Major General, Commanding.

His Excellency the GOVERNOR 01 LoCisIaANA, New Orlcans, La.

Official copy:
P R. DES ANGES, Major, 4. A.G.

STATE OF LOUISIANA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
New Orleans, June 23, 1865,

GENERAL: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the
16th instant, in answer to mine of the 13th, relating to the expediency of your revoking tho
appointment of all civil officers in the State made by military or semi-military authority, 1
desire to state that your viows and suggestions, as regards your duty and propor cowrse of
action in the premises, are entirely satisfuctory to me.” For the care you have hestowed on
the subjeét, nnd tho earnest disposition you evines to do all in your power to prowote the
interests of civil government in this unfortunate State, by co-opuruting with and sustaining
me in all legitimato measures to that end, I beg to return you, not only my own thanks, but
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1 feel anthorized to speak for the great wass of our fellow-citizens, and to Include them in
the same category. '
With high respect, I subscribe myself, your obedient servant,
J. MADISON WELLS,
Gueernor of Louisiana,
Major General E. R, 8. CANBY,
Commanding Department of the Gulf.

Official copy:
R. Des ANGES, Mgjor, 4. 4. G..

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF LOUISIANA,
New Orleans, Scptember 8, 1865.

8iR: In compliance with your request, I have the houor to submit some remarks upon the
civil government of Louisiana, and its relation to the military administration of this depart-
ment, These relations are more anomalous and complicated, probably, than in uny other
insurrectionary State, and it will be useful in considering these questions to bear inmind the
chunlges that have occurred since the occupation of this city by the Union forces, Theso
are, briefly—

1. The military administration of the ecommander of the departrent of the Gulf, Major
General Butler,

2. The military government, of which Brigadier General Shepley was the executive, by
appointiment of the President.

3. The provisional government, of which the Houn. M. Hahn was the exccutive, by
appointment of the President, upon nomination by the people at an election hold under
military authority.

4. The constitutional government, organized under the constitution adopted by the con-
‘vention in July, 1864, and ratified by the people at an election held in September of that
yenr, Of this governwment the Hon. J. M. Wells is the present executive.

This government has not yet been recognized by Congress, and its relation to the military
authority of the department has never been clearly defined. Being restrained by coustitu-
tional limitations, its powers are necessarily imperfect, and it is froquently nceessary to
supplaut them by military authority. Many of t}m civil officers still hold their positions by
the tenure of military appointments holding over until elections ¢an be held undor the con-
stitution, 'Theso appointments may be vacated by the counnander of the depurtinent, and,
if under the constitutiou the power of appointment reside in the governor, be filled by him:
it it does not, the appointment must be filled by the military commander. Very fow
removals and no appointments huve heen made by me during my command of the depurt-
ment; but the governor has been advised that all persons iolding office by the tenure of
military appointment were subject to military supervision and control, and would not be
permitted to interfere in the duties committed to Eim by the President of restoring ‘‘civil
authority in the State of Louisiana;" that upon his recommendation, and for cause, such
officers would be removed : and if the power of appointment was not under the constitution
vested in him, the appointment would be made by the department commander, if, upon his
recommendation, there was no disqualifying exception.

The instructions to the military cuimmanders, in relation to the previous governments, were
general, and I believe explicit: but, as their application passed away with the existquee of
these governments, it is not iecessary to refer to them here.  Those that relate to the consti-
tutional government are very brief, so far, at least, as they have reached me.  In u confiden-
tial communication from his excellency to the late President, in which he deprecated, in
strong terms, any military interforences, and expressed very freely his own views and wishes,
he coucluded by saying that *‘the military must be judge and master so long as the necessity
for the military remains;” and, in my instructions from the War Department, of May 28,
1865, the Secretary of War says: '*'The President directs me to express his wish that tho
military authorities render all proper assistance to the civil authoritics in control in the State
of Louisinna, aud not to interfere with its action further thau it may be necessary for the
peace and security of the department.”

These directions and wishes have been conclusive, and I have given to the civil authori
tics whatever support and assistance they required, and have abstained from any interference
with questions of civil or local State administration, except when it was necesgary to protect
the freedmen in their newly acquired rights, and to prevent the local contts from assmning
jurigdiction in cases where, of law and of right, the jurisdiction belongs inclusively to the
United States courts or United States authorities. With the appointments made by the
governor I have no right to interfere uniess the appointees are disqualified by coming under
some one of the excoptions made by the President in his proclamation of May 29, 1865, or,
(a8 in ono or two iustances that have occurred,) in the case of double appointments to the
sawe oflice; when o contlict might endanger the peace and security of the depurtment.
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My personal and official intercourse with the governor has been of the most cordiul charac-
ter. Iphuve had no reason to distrust his wish and intention te carvy out the views of the
President. 1 do distrust both the loyalty and the honesty (political) of somo of his advisers,
and I lovok with apprehension upon many of the appointments made under theso influences
during the past two months., The feeling und temper of that part of the population of
Louisiana which was actively engnged in or sympathized with the rebellion have also
materinlly changed within that periog. N ]

The political and commercial combinations against the north are gaining in strength and
confidence every day. Political, sectional, and local questions, that 1 had hoped were
buried with the dead of the past four years, are rcvivct}. Independent sovereignty, State
rights, and nullification, where the power to nullify is revoked, are openly discussed. It
m1y be that these are only ordinary political discussions, and that I attach undue importance
to them from the fact that I have never before been so intimately in contact with them; but,
to my judgment, they indieate very clearly that it will not be wise or Hrndont to commit any
question involving the paramount supremacy of the government of the United States to-theo
States that have been in insurrection until the whole subject of restoration has been defini-
tively and satistactorily adjusted.

Bafore leaving this subject I think it proper to invite your attention to the position of a
part of the colored population of this State. By the President’s proclamation of January 1,
1863, certain parishes in this State (thirteen in number) were excopted from its provisions—
the condition of the negroes as to sluvery remaining unchanged until they were emaneipated
by the constitution of 1864, If this constitution should be rejected (the State of Louisiana
not admitted under it) the legal condition of these people wiﬂ' be that of slavery until this
defect can be cured by future action,

The government of the city of New Orleans, although administered by citizens, derives its
anthority from military orders, and its oftices have always been under the supervision and
control of the commander of the department, or of the military governor of the State, The
present mayor was appointed by Major General Hurlbut, removed by Major Goneral Banks,
and reinstated by myself. Under the constitution and laws of the Stato the principal city
oftices are elective, but the time has not yet been reachied when an election for theso oftices
should be held.  Although stunding in very different relations from the Stute government, I
have thought it propor to apply the same rule, and have not interfered with its administra-
tion exceln so far as might be necessary to protect the interests of the government, or to
provont the appointment to offices of persons excepted by the President’s proclamation.

Very respecttully, your obediont servant,
ED. R. 8. CANBY,

Mujor General, Commanding.
Major General CARL ScHURZ,
United States vluntecrs, New Orleans,

No. 9.

Statement of General Thomas Kilby 8mith,

NEW ORLEANS, September 14, 1865,

1 have been in command of the sonthern district of Alabuma since the commegcement of
Genernl Canby's expedition against Mobile, nud have been in command of the distriet and
post of Mobile, with headquarters at Mobile, from June until the 25th of August, and relin-
quished command of the post on Septemberd.  During my sojourn I have become familiar with
the character and. temper of the people of all of youthern Alabama,

It is my opinion that with the exception of a small minority, the people of Mobile and
southern Alu{mum are disloyal in their sentimouts and hostile to what they call the Uunited
States, and thut a great many of them are still ingpired with a hope that at some future time
the “ confederacy,’ as they style it, will bo restored to independence,

In corroboration of this nssertion, I might state that in conversation with me Bishop Wil-
mer, of the diocese of Alabama, (Episcopal,) stated that o be his beliet’; that when I urged
upon him the propriety of restoring to the litany of his church that prayer which includes the
prayer for the President of the United States, tho wheio of which he hud ordered his rectors
to expunge, ho refused, first, upon the ground thr. he could not pray for a continuance of
martial law; and secondly, that he would stultifs himself in the event of Alabmma aud the
southern confederncy reguining their independer e, ‘This wason the 17th of June.  This man
cexercises n widespread influence in the State, ud his sentiments are those of & large propor-
tion of what is called the better cluss of people, and particularly the women, Hence the rep-
resentatives of the United States flag are burely tolerated, They aro not welcome ninon
the people in any classes of society, There is always a smothered hatred of the unitorm an
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the flag. Nor is this confined to the military, but extends to all classes who, representing
northern intevests, seck advancement in trade, commerce, and the liberal professions, or who,
coming from the North, propose to locate in the South,

The men who compose the convention do, in.my apinion, not represent the people of Alu-
bama, because the people had no voice in their election,  Tapeak with assurance on this sub-
Jject, because I have witnessed the proceedings in my district. 1 do not desire to reflect upun
the personnel of the delegation from Mobiie, which is composed of clever and honorable men,
but whatever may be their political cowse, thoy will not act as the true representatives of the
sentiments and feelings of the people. '

I desire in this connexion to refor to the statements of Captain Poillon, which you have
submitted to me, and to indorse the entire truthfulness thereof,  Thave known Captain Poillon
intinmu;l{y, and have been intimately acquaninted with the proceedings of the Frecdmen’s Bu.
resn, uny of the facts stated by Captain Poillon I know of my own personal knowledge,
and all I have examined into and believe,

On the 4th of July I permitted in Mobile a procession of the freedmen, the only eclass of
people in Mobile who craved of e the privilege of celobrating the anniversary of the Declu-
ration of Independence. Six thousand well-dressed and orderly colored people, escorted by
two regiments of colored troops, paraded the streets, assembled in tho public squares, and
were addressed in patriotic speeches by orators of their own race and color. These orators
counselled them to labor and to wait. This procession and these orations were the signal for
a storm of abuse upon the mililary and the }reedmcn and. their friends, fulminated from the
strest corners by the then mayor of the city and his common council and in the daily news-
papers, aud was the signal for the hireliugs of the former slave power to hound down, perse-
cute, and destroy the industrious and inoffensive negro. These men were found far the most
part in the police of the city, acting under the divection of the mayor, R. H. Hough, since re-
moved. The enormities commilted by these policemen were feavful,  Within my own knowl-
edge colored girls seized upou the streets had to take their cheice between submitting to cut-
rage on the part of the policemen or incarceration in the guard-house, These men, having
mostly besn negro drivers and professional negro whippers, were fitting tools for the work in
hand. Threats of and attempts at assassination were made against myself. Threats were
made to destroy all school-bouses in which colored children were tuught, and in two instances
they were fired, Tho same threats were made against all churchies in which colored people
assembled to worship, and one of them burned. Continued threats of agsassination were
made against the colored ’»mtwhers, and one of them is now under speeial guard by order of
Mujor General Wood,  When Mayor Hough was appealed to by this man for protection, he
was heard to say that no one connected with the procession of the 4th of July need to come
into his court, and that their complaints wonld not be considered. Although Mayor Hough
has been removed, a large majority of these policemen are still in office.  Mayor Forsyth has
promised to reform this matter. It is proper to stato that he was put in oftice by order of Gov-
ernor Parsons, having twice been beaten at popular elections for the mayordlty by Mr. Hough,
"T'his gives an indication of what will result when the oftice will again be filled by a popular
election,

The freedmen and colored people of Mobile are, as a general thing, orderly, quiet, indus, -
trions, and well dressed, with an earnest desire to learn and to fit themselves for their new
status. My last report from the school commissioners of the colored schools of Mobile, mude
on the 28th of July, showed 986 pupils in daily attendance. They give no cause for the
wholesale charges mads against them of insurrection, lawlessness, and hostility against their
former masters o1 the whites generally.  On the contrary, they are perfoctly docile and wnen-
able to the laws, and their leaders and popular teachers of their own color continuanlly coun-
sel them to industry and effort to secuve their livinginan honorable way.  They had collected
from themselves up to the 1st of August upwards of $5,000 for their own eleemosynary insti-
tutions, and I knew of many noble instances where the former slave has devoted the proceeds
of his own industry to the maintenance of his former master or mistress in distress.  Yet, in
the fuce of thess facts, one of the most intelligent and high-bred ladies of Mobile, having had
silver plate stolen from her more than two {cm‘s ago, tm%l having, upon affidavit, secured the
incarceration of two of her former sluves whom she suspeeted of the theft, came to we in my
official cepacity, and asked my order to have them whipped and tortured into a confession of
the erime charged and the participdnts in it This lady was surprised when I informed her
thut the duys of the rack and the thumbscrew were passed, und, though pious, well bred, and
& member of the church, thought it a hardship that a negro might not he whipped or tortured
till he would confess what he might know about & robbery, although not even a prima facie
cuse existed ngaiust him, or that sort of evidence that would induce a grand Jury to indiet,
I offer this as an instance of the feeling that exists in all clusses against the negro, and their
inability to realize that he is & free man and entitled to the rights of citizenship.

With regard to wunicipal law in the State of Alabnma, its administration is a furce.  The
mnistors of the law themselves are too often desperadoes and engaged in the perpetration of
the very crime they are sent forth to prohibit or to lmnish. Without the aid of the bayonots
of the United States Alabama is an anarchy, The best men of Alabama have either shed their
blood in the late war, emigrated, or become wholly incapacitated by their former action from
now taking part in the government of the State. "Ihe more sensible portion of the people
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tromble at the idea of the military force being eliminated, for, whatever may be their hatred
of the United States soldier, in him they find their safety,

It has not been my lot to command to any great extent colored troops. I have had ample
opportunity, however, of observing them in Teunnessee, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Alabama,
and, comparing them with white troops, I unhesitatingly say that they make as good soldiers,
The two colored regiments under.my command in Mobile were noted for their discipline and
perfection of drill, and between those troops and the citizens of Mobile no trouble arose until
after the proclamation of the provisional governor, when it became necessary to arm them
going to and from their fatigue duty, because they were hustled from the sidewalk by infu.
riated citizens, whe, carrying out the principles enunciated by Mayor Hough aud the commen
council and ths newspapers Leretofore alluded to, sought to incite mob. I have said that a
great desl of the trouble alluded toin the government of the State has arisen since the appoint-
ment snd proclamation of the provisional governor, The people of Alabama then believed
they were relieved from coercion of the United States and restored to State government, and
that having rid themselves of the bayonets, they might assume the reins, which they attempted
to do in the manner above described. When I speak of the people I mean the masses, those
that we call the populace. There are thinking, intelligent men in Alabama, as elsewhere,
who understand and uppreciate the true condition of affairs, But these men, for the most
part, are timid and retiring, unwilling to take the lead, and even when subjected to outrage,
robbery, and pillage by their fellow-citizens, refrain from testifying, and prefer to put up with
the imgi'gnity rather than incur an unpopularity that may cost their lives. Hence thete ig
danger of the mob spirit running riot and rampant through the land, only kept under by our
forces,

‘That there are organized bands throughont the country who, as guerillas or banditti, now
still keep up their orgunization, with a view to further troubles in a larger srena, I have no
doubt, though, of course, I have no positive testimony. But this I know, that agents in
Mobile have been employed to transmit ammunition in large packages to the interior. One
man by the name of Dieterich is now incarcerated in the military prison at Mobile charged
wit’. this offence, A detective was sent to purchase powder of him, whio represented himself
to be a guerilla, and that he proposed to tuke it out to his band, He bought $25 worth the
fivst, and $25 worth the secopd duy, and made a contract for larger quantities. Deputations
of citizens waited upon me from time to timo to advise me that these bands were in being, and
that they were in imminent peril upon their avowing their inteutions to take the oath of al-
legiance, or evincing in any other way their loyalty to the government ; und yet theso men,
while they claimed the protection of the military, were unwilling to reveal the names of the
conspirators. 1 have seen General Wood's statement, which is true in all particulars so far
as my own observation goes, and I have had even far better opportunities than General
\VOO({ of knowing the charactor of the people he now protects, and while protecting, is ig-
nored socially anj‘ damned politically ; for it is anoticeable' fact that, aftor a sojourn in
Mobile of upwards of six weeks in ‘command of the State, during part of which time ho was
ill and suffering, he received but one call socially out of a community heretofore considered
ono of the most opulent, rofined, and hospituble of all the maritime cities of the South, the
fuvorite home of tllw ofticers of the army and the navy in by-gone days; and that one call

from General Longstreet, who was simply in transitu.
: THOMAS KILBY SMITH,

Brigadier General United States Folunteers,

No. 10.

HEADQUARTERS NORTHERYN DISTRICT oF MISRISSIPPI,
Jackson, Mississippi, August 27, 1865,

OENERAL: The northern district of Mississippi embraces that portion of the State north
of southern houndary lines of Clark, Jaspér, Smith, Simpson, and Hiuds countiess. except
the six counties (Warren, Yazoo, Issaquena, Washington, Sunflower, aud Bolivar) consti-
tuting the western district,

The entire railroad system of the State is within my district, and although these lines of com-
munication were seriously injured during the war, steps are being taken everywhere to re-
puir them as fust as means can be procured. The brenk of thirty-five miles on the Southern
(Vicksburg Mendrain) railroad, between Big Black and Jackson, is, by authority of the de-
purtment commander, being repaired by my troops, and will be ready for operation in a few
days,

')Il‘he thirty-six counties under my military control constitute the richest portion of the
State, the soil being th, most avaiztble for agriculturai purposes, edtton (Upland) being the
grent staple, while in vhe eastern counties, in the valley of the upper Tombighee, corn was
grown very extensively, the largest proportion of the usual demand in the Stute for this ce-
real being supplied from that section,
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The war and its consequoences have luid waste nearly all the old fields, only a few acres
were cultivated this yewr to reise suflicient corn for the immediate use of the vespective fam-
ilies and the small amount of stock they sueceeded in retuining after the many raids and
eampaigns which took place in the State of Mississippi. Jven these attempts will only prove
partially successtul, for, although the final suppression of the rebellion was evident for the
past two ycars, the collapse which followed the aurrender of the rebel armies brought with it
all the consequences of an unforeseen surprise. The people had in no way provided for this
contingency, and of course became very restive, when all property which they had so long
been accustomed to look upon as their own suddenly assumed a doubtful character. Their
‘*slaves” began to wander off and left their masters, and those growing crops, which could
only be matured and gathered by the libor of the former slaves. For the first time the peo-
plesaw and appreciated the extreme poverty into which they were thrown by the consequences
of the rebellion, and it will hm‘d{y surprise -any one familiar with human nature, that
people in good standing before the war should resort to all kinds of schemes, even direspu-
table ones, to retrieve their broken fortunes. . s

Theft and every species of crime hecanie matters of every-day occurrence The large
amount of government cotton in all parts of the State proved a welcome ohjective point for
every description of lawlessness. Abscnt owners of cotton were looked upon by these peo-
ple as public enemies and became the victims of their (mostly illegal) speculations during
the rebellion. 'T'his state of affairs continued for some time in all portions of the district not
occupied by United States troops, and were in most instances accompanied by outrages and
even murder perpetrated on the persons of the late ** slaves.”

As soon as a suflicient number of troops coyld be brought into the district, Iplaced garri-
sons &t such points as would, as fur as my means permitted, give me control of almost every
county. By the adoption of this system I succeeded in preventing this wholesale system of
thieving, and a portion of the stolen goods was recovered and returned to the owuers, while
the outmﬁes on negroes and Union men sensibly diminished.

From the beginning of the occupation until a recent period only five (5) cases of murder
or attempted murder occurred in my whole district, and I had no apprehension but what I
would be able to stop the recurrence of such crimes effectually. The troops at my disposal
were, however, sadly reduced by the recent wuster-out of cavalry -and infuntry regiments,

Attala and Holimes counties were, on my arrival, the theatre of the greatest outrnges; the
interior of these counties was garrisoned by cavalry detachments, which communicated with
the infantry posts along the railroad, and they (the cavalry) were most effective in prevent-
ing crime and arresting malefactors, thus affording the much needed protection to peacea-
ble inhabitants, The cavalry garrisons, however, were withdrawn about two (2) weeks ago
for muster-out, and since that time four (4) murders, two of white Union menand two of ne-
groes, have been reported to me from Attala county. The infantry garrisons along the rail-
road are actively endeavoring to effect the arrest of the suspected parties, but the chances of
success are exceedingly doubtful, as only mounted troops can be successfully used for that

urpose. -

P There is nodoubt whatever that the state of affairs would be intolerable for all Union men,
all recent immigrants from the north, and all negroes, the imoment the protection of the United-
Btates troops was withdrawn.

In support of this opinion permit me to make a few remarks about the citizens. Although
the people, a8 a ﬁ:eneml thing, are very anxious for peace, and for the restoration of law and
order, they hardly realize the great social change brought about by the war. They all know
that slavery, in the form in which it existed before the war, and in which they idolized it, is
at an end; but these former slave owners are very loth to realize the new relative positions
of employer and employé, and all kinds of plans for “‘new systems of labor' are under con-
stunt discussion, The principal feature of all plans proposed is that the labor of the nomi-
nally froeamen should be secured to their old masters withont risk of interruption or change.
This desire is very natural in an sgricultural community, which hag been left for generations
in the undisturhed enjoyment of all the comforts and independent luxuries induced by a sys-
tam where the laborer and not the labor was a marketable commedity. Tt is, however, just
as natural that thoss most interested should djffer essentially with the slaveholder on that
point, ‘They naturally claim that they (the laborers) have by the war and its consequences
gained the right tohiruout theirlabor to whomsoever they please, and to change theirrelat ions so
as to insure tor themselves the best possible remuncration,  The defenders and protectorsof this
last position are principally the agents of the Freedinen’s Buieau and the co-operating mili-
tary forces, and of course they are not liked. Their decisions and rules are looked upon by
former slaveholders, &nd lute rebels genernlly, as the commands of s usurper and a tyrant, and
they will continue to be so regarded until & genoral resumption of agricultural pursuits shall
have brought about apractical solution of this much vexed question, which, **in abstracts,"’
is rather perplexin%. I think that if cach purty is compelled to remain within the hounds of
justico and equity by the presence of a neutral force, i. ¢, United Btates troops, one year's
experience will assign to both employers and employés their respective relative positions,

As 800n 43 this most desirable end is attained, and the labor of the southern States regone-
rated on a real free labor basis, and thus brought into harmony with the other portions of the
Union, the exclusive and peculinr notions of 540 southern gentlemen, so much at varivuce
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with the views of the North, will have no longer any cause to exist, and the southern people
will be'glad to re¢ognize the American nationality without reserve, aud without the sectioual
limitation of geographical liaes.

I desire to athrm that loyalty and patriotism have not as yet gained any solid foundation
among the white population of the States, and such cannot be expected until the relations
between employers and laborers have become a fixed and acknowledged fact; then, and not
before, will « feeling of contentment and loyalty replace-the now prevalent bitterness and
recriminations. .

The taking of the amnest§ oath has not changed the late rebels (and there are hardly any
white people here who have not been rebels) into loyal eitizens. It was cousidered and
looked upon as an act of expediency and necessity to enable them to build their shattered and
broken fortunes up ngain, _

The elevating teeling of true patriotism will return with the smile of prosperity, and it
ghould be the duty of aﬁ men to co-operate together in®securing that end. This cau only be
done by securing for the black race also a state of prosperity.,  This race, which at preseut
furuishes the only labor in the State, must be prevented from becoming a wandering and
restless people, and they must bo taught to become steady citizens.  This will best be nccom-
plished by Flmrnmecing them the right to acquire property and to become figeholders, wi b pro-
tection in the undisturbed possession of tlwir{)roperty. This and a general system ot eduvation
will work a quicker and more satisfactory change than the most stringent police regulytions
could ever achieve.

At present the occupancy of the State by the United States troops is the only safecuard for
the preservation of peace hotween the different classes.

I am, gencral, with great respect, your obedient servant,
P. JOS. OSTERHAUS,
Major tGeneral U. S, Vols,
Major General CARL SCHURZ, Present.

No. 11.

Statement of Major General Charles R. Woods, commanding Department of Alabama.

MoBiLE, ALA., September 9, 1865,

I do not interfere with civil affairs at all, unless called upon by the governor of the State
to assist the civil nuthorities, There are troops within reach of every county ready to respond
to the cull of the civil suthorities, but there are some counties where the shovifts and other offi-
cers of the law appenr to be afraid to execute their warrants, oven with the nid of my troops,
because the protection the troops might give them is linbla to be withdrawn as soon as the
duties for which they are called upon are fultilled, although the troops are continually ready
to aid them at short notice. ‘ .

In many of the counties, where there are no garrisons stationed, the civil authorities are
unable or unwilling to carry out the laws. One case hus come to my official notice where
persons had been arrested on the cogplaint of citizens living in the country, for stealing,
murauding, &c., but when called upon to come down to testily, the complainants declared
that they did not kaow anything aboutthe matter. Therebeing no testimony, the accused parties
bad to be released. Oneof those who, by the offenders, was supposed to have mado compluint,
wiay, shortly after the release of the accused, found with his throat cut, It appears that in
that locality the lawless element predominates, and keeps the rest of the community hi feur
of having their houses burnt, and of losing their lives. The case mentioned hnppcm:d in
Washington county, about forty miles frow this city, up the Alabawa river. ‘There is a gurri
son of four companies at Mount Vernon arsenal, not fur from that place, which at all times
are veady to 1ender aid to the civil authorities.

I have sent a detachmont of troops with an officer of the Freedmen's Burean into Clark,
Washington, Choctaw, and Marengo counlies to investigate the reports of harsh treatment
of the negroes that had come into the Freedmen'’s Burean,

Cottou-stenling is going ou gnite gcncrulliy, and on u large scale, wherever there is any cot-
ton, and the civi‘l" suthorities have complotely falled in sw{)ping it. It has bodn reported to
me by ecitizens that armed bands attack and diive away the watchmen, load the cotton upor
wagons, snd thus haul it away. No case has come to my knowledge in which such offenders
have been brought to punishment. Horse, mule, und cattle stealjug is likewise geing on on
o large scale, ®

In complinnce with instractions from Goneral Thomas, I have issucd orders to arrest, and
try by militury commission, all citizens who are charged with stealing government horses,
wules, or other property. No such cases had heen tuken cognizance of by civil authoritics
within my knowledge,

As to the treatmout of negroes by whites, I would refer to the reports of the Freodmen'’s Bu-
reau,
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I sent ont officers to every'point in the State designated by the governor, on an average at
least two officers to a county, for the purpose of adninistering the amnesty oath, but owing to
a misapprehension on the part of the people, bu: few were taken before these ofticers until the
goverior's second proclamation came out, requiring themn to do so, when the oath was admin-
istered to a great many. .

I have found myselly compelled to give one of tho papers appearing in this city (the Mobile
Daily News) a warning, on account of its publiching sensational articles about impending
negro insurrections, believing that they are gotten up without any foundation at all, for the

urpose of keeping up an excitement.
b g CHAS. R. WOODS,
Brevet Major General, Commanding Department of Alabama.’

No. 12,
' - [General Orders No. 22.]

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MIssissrrrl,
Vicksburg, Miss,, August 24, 1865,

The attention of district commanders is called to a proclamation of the previsional gov-
ernor of the State of Mississippi, of the 19th instant, which provides for the organization of
a military force in each county of the State. '

While the general government deems it necessary to maintain its authority here by armed
forces, it is important that the powers and duties of the officers commanding should be clearly
defined.

The State of Mississippi was one cf the first that engaged in the recent rebellion, For
more than four years all her energies have been devoted to & war upon our government, At
length, from exhaustion, she has heen compelled to lay down her arms; but no orders have
as yet been received by the military authoritics on duty here, indicating that the State has
been relieved from the hostile position which she voluntarily assumed towards the United
States. '

‘T'he goneral government, earnestly desiring to restore the State to its former position, has
appointed a pirovisional governor, with power to call a convention for the accomplishment of
that purpose. Upon the military forces devolve the duties of preserving order, and of exe-
cuting the laws of Congress and the orders of the War Department. The orders defining the
rights and privileges to be secured to freedmon meet with opposition in many parts of the
State, and the duties devolving upon military officers, in the execution of these orders, are
often of a delicate nature. It has certainly been the desire of the departinent commander,
and, so far as he has observed, of all officers on duty in the State, to execute these orders in
& spirit of conciliation end forbearanco, aud, while obeying implieitly all instructions of the
President and the War Department, to make military rule ss little odious as possible to the
people.  While the military authorities have acted in this spirit, aird have been as successful
as could have been anticipated, the provisional goveguor has thought proper, without consult-
ation with the department commander or with any other officor of the United States on duty
here, to organize and arm & force in every county, urging the * young men of the State who
have wo distinguished themselves for gallantiy ' to respond promptly to his call, meaning,
theréby, that class of men who have us yot scarcely laid down the urms with which they
have heen opposing our government. Such force, if organized as proposed, is to be inde-
pendent of the military authority now present, and superior in strength to the United States
forces on duty in the State. To permit the young men, who have so distinguished them-
sclves, to be armed nnd organized independently of United States military officers on duty
here, and to allow them to operate in counties now garrisoned by colored troops, filled, ug
many of these men are, not only with prejudice against those troops and against the execu-
tion of the orders relative to freedmen, but even uguinst our government itself, would bring
about a collision at once, and incrense in a ten-fold degree the difficulties that now heset the
people. It is to be hoped that the day will soon come when the young men called upon by
Guvernor Sharkey and the colored men now serving the. United ﬁgtates will zealously co-ope-
rate for the preservation of order and the promotion of the interesis of the State and nation,
It will be gratitying to the friends of the colored race to have the assurance in an official
proclamation from the provisional governor, thut the day has already arrived when the ex-
perinzeut can be safelf@attempted. ~ But as the questions on which these two classes will be
called to co-operate are those with regard to which there would undoubtedly be some differ-
ence of opinion, particularly as to the construction of. curtain laws relative to freedinon, the
commanding general prefers to postpone the triul for the present. It is tho earnest desire of
ull military oflicers, as it must he of overy go«)d citizen, to hasten the day when the troops
can with safety be withdrawn from this State, und the people be left to executo their own
laws, but this will not be hastened by armiug 8! this time the young men of the Stute,
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The proclamation of the provisional governor is based on the supposed necessity of in-
creasing the military forces in the State to prevent the commission of crime by bad meu, 1t
is a remarkable fact that most of the outrages have been committed against northern men,
government couriers, and colored people. Southern citizens huve been halted by these out-
Iaws, but at once released and informed that they had been stopped hy mistake; and these
citizens have refused to give information as to the parties by whoua they were halted, although
frankly acknowledging that they knew them.

Governor Sharkey, in a communication written after his call for the organization of mil-
itin forces was made, sotting forth the necessity for such organization, states that the people
are unwilling to give information to the United States military authorities which will lead to
the detection of these outlaws, and suggests as a remedy for these evils the arming of the
very people who refuse to give such information.

A better plan will be to disarm all such citizens, and make it for their interest to aid those
who have been sent here to restore order and preserve peace.

It is therefore oriered, that district commanders give notice at once to sll persons within
their respective districts that no military orgauizmﬁ)us, excopt those under the control of the
United States authorities, will be pernmtted within their respective commands, and taat if any
attempt is made to organize after such notice, those engaged in it will be arrested, When-
ever any outrages are committed upon either citizens or soldiers, the commander of the post
nearest the point at which the offence is comnutted will report the fact at onco to the district
commander, who will forthwith send as strong a forco to tfw locality as can be sparved. The
ofticer in command of such force will at once disarm every citizen within ten miles of the
place where the offence was committed. If any citizen, possessing information which would
lead to the capture of the outlaws, refuses to impart the same, ho will be arrested and held
for trinl,  The troops will be quartered on his premises, and he be compelled to provide for
the support of men and animaﬂs. These villains can bo arrested, unless thoy receive encour-
agemeunt from some portion of the community in which they operate; and such communi-
ties must be held responsible for their acts, and must be made to realize the inevitable conse-
quences of countenaneing such outrages. ’

By order of Major General SLocuMm: :
J. WARREN MILLER,
R Assistant Adjutant General.

.

No. 14.
[Reported for the YVickshurg Journal.]

Speeches of Hon. Sylvanus Erans and Richard Cooper, candidates for Congress and attorney
gencral, Vickshurg, Scptember 19, 1865,

Pursusnt to a call published in our yesterday's issue, a large number of citizens assemblod
at Apollo Hall last ovening to listen to addresses from prominent candidates for offico at the
ensuing election,

Shortly after 8 o’clock Hon. A. Burwell introduced Hon. Richard Cooper to the meeting,
who addressed them as follows:

SPEECH OF MR. COOYER.

FrLLOW-CrrizeNs: T present mysolf before you to-night as a candidate for the office of
attorney general. T have not before spoken in public since unnouncing myself, relyin
wholly upun my friends and past record. 1 have resided in this State twenty-nine years, uuﬁ
have for twelve years been a proseenting attorney, :

Soon after announcing myselt 1 found 1 had an opponent, and I concluded to accompany
my triend, Judge vans, to Vicksburg, merely to make myself known, not ‘utending to
muke a speech.

I was born in Qeorgia.  The first vote I ever cast was with the old-line Whig party. [Ap-
plause.]  In 1850 I opposed an atteinpt to break up the United States govermment, and in
i#60 I did the snme thing, 1 tmve)le& in Alabama and Mississippl to oppose the menswrs,
[Applanse.] DBut after the Stato did secede I did all in my ‘»um'r to sustain it. [ Heavy
applanse.] I never entered the army, having held a civil oflice, and wus advised by my
friends that T conld do more good in that way than by ceutering the service, 1 believed in
secession while it lasted, but am now as geod a Union man as exists, and am fn favor of
hreaking down old bayriers, aud making hurinony and peace provail,

I was u delegate to the State cmn’cnt%ou lately in session at Jnckson, and hope the legisla-
ture will envry out the suggestions of the convention, I believe tho negro is entitled to the
claims of o freeman, now tﬁmt he is made free, and I hopo he will have them secured to him,
I am thankful that Mississippi has the right of jurisdiction, and I hope she will always have
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it. ‘The office T am a candidate for is not a political, but strictly a judicial office. If elected
1 shall use my utmost ondeavors to promote the interests of the State and country,

Hon. Sylvanus Evans wag then introduced to the audionce by Mr, Cooper, who spoke sub-

stantially as follows: .
SPEECH OF JUDGE EVANS, °

FELLOW-CITIZENS OF WARREN COUNTY: I am grateful to meet you here this evening,
although a stranger to most of you, Here you must judge of my standing, and I hope you
will pardon me while I attempt to explain my position to you, I came to Mississippi in
1837, and moved to Lauderdale county in 13395 by profession, in curly life, a blacksmith,
latterly u lawyer, practicing in eastern Mississippi; to some extent a politician, always be-
lieving in the policy of the old-line Whigs, and always acting with them, In 1851 I wus a
delegate from Lauderdale county to the State convention, then, as in 1860, being opposel to
the act of sccession, and fought against it with all my powers. - But after tﬁe State had
seceded I went with it as o mutter of duty, and Isustained it until the day of the surrender
with all my body and heart and mind. [Great applause.] I believed that the majority of
the people did not know what was to come, but, blending their interests with mine, I could
not, with honor, keep from it,

We are now emerging ; now daylight is dawning upon us. But whether peace and pros-
perity shull return in its fulness is now a question with the people. I am & candidate hefore
you for the United States Congress.  Let me suy to you, as wise men, that unless the people
and the legislature do their duty, it is useless to send me or any one clse to Washington, as
we cannot there obtuin seats in Congress.

My opponent, Mr. West, was nominated at Jackson by a lot of unauthorized delegates,
which nomination was, in my judgment, of no fuccount, Were your delegates from thig
county authorized to nominate candidates for Congress? Qurs were not. [ am before the
people at the wgent request of muny friends; not by sny nomination made at Jackson.

I heartily approve of the action of the convention. DBut this action will be useless unless
the legislature you elect meet and build the structure upon the foundation laid by the conven-
tion. The convention did not abolish slavery. The result of four and & half years of strug-
gle determined whether it was abolished by the bayonet or by legislation, It remains for you
to show by your action whether this was done to rid the State of bayonets, or to obtain your
representation in Washington. It is not enough to say the negro is free. The convention
requires the legislature to adopt such laws as will protect the negro in his rights of person and
property.

We are not willing that the negro shall testify in our courts. Weall revolt at it, and it is
natural that we should do so; but we must allow it as one ot the requisites of our admission
to onr original stunding in the Union.  To-day the negro is as competent a witness in our
State us the white man, made so by the action of the convention. The credibility of the
witness is to be determined by the jurors and justices. If you refuse his testimony, as is he-
ing done, the result will be the military courts and Freedmen’s Bureau will take it up, and
Jjurisdiction is lost, and those who best kuow the negro will be denied the privilege of passing
Judgment upon it, and those who know him least are often more in favor of his testimony
than yours. I am opposed to negro testimony, but by the constitution it is admitted. (The
speaker was here interrupted by aninguiry by one of the nudience: ‘‘ Has this constitntion
been ratified by the people, and has the old counstitution been abolished?” T'o which Mr,
Evans replied : The people did not have an opportunity to ratity it. The convention did
not see fit to submit it to them, and its action in the matter is final.)

Slavery was destroyed eternolly before the convention met, by the last four years of strug-
gle., ‘The convention only indorsed it, because it could do nothing else, I consider that
convention the most important ever held ou this continent—the determination of the war
pending upon its netion, and its great infliuence upon our southern sister States.  The unan-
imity lul the convention was unparalleled; the result of which has met with universal ap-

roval, .
b The only objectors to its action is the radicalism of the north, which thinks it should have
conferred universal sutfrage on the freedmen,

It is useless to send any one to Wushington to gain admission to the Congress of the United
States unless the legisluture carries out the dictations of the convention for the protection of
tho freedmen’s rights and property, and let them huve access to the courts of justice,

Do you not desire to get rid ol the ¥reedmen's Bureau and the bayonets and meet the
President halt’ way in his policy of reconstruction? It you do, be careful und send men to
the legislature who will carry out this point, and thereby euable your congressmen to obtain
their seats, and not have to return,

"I'he speaker was here again interrupted by Mr. John Vallandigham, who wished to inform
the genticman aud all present that there were 1o secessionists now,

(The speaker requested not tobe interrupted agnin.) [Great applause.] Iam no dem-
agogue, Supposing you fail tomect the President m his policy, what will be the result 7 The
convention hus doue its duty. It remains for you to elect men to the next legislature who will
secure to the freedman his right.  ‘U'here are large republicun majoritios in the United States
Congress.,  The northern press, denounciug the President’s pohey, are assuming thut Con-
gress has the right to dictute to you who shall be your rulers, ‘The result of the large majorities
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will be to give the right of suffrage to every man in the State, and the negroes will elect offi-
cers to govern you.

The President and the conservative element of the north : .o determined that the negro shall
be ;‘)(laced whore nature places him, in spite of the fanatics,

We can only make freelabor profitable by giving the negro justice and a right at tho courts,

1t is hard to accept the fact &mt our slaves stand as freedmen, and that wo have no moro
right to direct them. It is hard to realize, but let us look at it as it is, and act accordingly.

Your country is lnid desolate, your farms have been ravished and impoverished by the war,
Vicksburg, the city of hills, everywhere bears marks of war, T'he Mississippi valley is deso-
late. d\'ou have been deprived of your property in the negro, your houses burned and de-
stroyed.

We can meet the President and the conservative element of the north by & simple act of
legislation, and it becomes us as & country-loving people to look well to the candidates for
the legislature. If they fail to take the necessary step, the result will be that the Freedmen's
Bureau and bayonets will remain with us until they do.

Although somewhat ignorant of the procecding of the fedoral Congress, if elected I shall
try to promote the especial interests of this State. I shallurge that the United States govern-
ment owe it 58 & duty to the State of Mississippi to repair her levees; her people are so im-
*wvorished by the war that they cannot stund t{m taxation necessary to rebuild themn. I be-
ieve it tu be the duly of the gencral govermment to appropriate moncy to assist the people to
improve their railvonds, rivers, and assist in like new enterprises,

nother important question, that of labor, I believe can only be settled by legislation. I
believe it to be for the interests of tho people of the south to have the vagrant freedmen re-
moved, as they are the cause of continued strife and tumalt,

I am sure we do not want the scenes of St. Domingo and Hayti repeated in our midst, I
believe such will be the case it they are not removed. If elected, I shall urge upon the gen-
eral government the duty of colonizing the negroes; it being the duty of the governmont to
do thig, as we are deprived of that amount of property. and the negroes should be removed
where they cun be distinet and by themselves. It is in:possible for the two classes to exist
equal togother, for we would always be liable to outbreaks and bloodshed.  We must oither
oducate them or abolish them, for they know but little more now than to le all day in the
sun and think some one will look ont for them. Though fice, they cannot yet understand
what freedom is, and in many cases it is an injury rather than a benefit. It would be better
to have white labor than to try and retain the black.

Aunother important point—a great debt has been contracted by the federal government,
The south cannot pay a proportion of that debt. I amopposed to repudiation, but am in fa.
vor of relieving the southof the internnl revenue tax,

My opponent, Mr. West, contends that Mississippi must pay her taxes up to 1865, Ido
not think so; and this is the only issue between us.  Ideny that the government has a right
to levy such a tax, and contend that the government cannot impose a tax upon & State un-
less that State participates in theaccumulation of that debt. At the timo this debt was con-
tracted we were recognized as belligerents, and not linble to a share of the debt then con-
tracted for. That back tax can ouly be collected by u speciul act of Congress, and, if
elected, I shall oppose any such act,

Mr. West proposed an ameadment in favor of secession into tho State senate, while I was
opposed to it. 1 always contended that «lnvery would die with sccession, while Mr, West
said it was the only remedy. But I do . -onsider this any time to talk of sccession, but
rather bury all such in oblivion, and talk o: the best way to restore peace.

In many instauces those who opposed secession the most were the first to euter the army
and fight most valiautly. (Applwse.) I believe it to be our duty to forget ril this and at-
tond to present issues.

1t ig time the war was over, and it is time chat the results of the war veere settled, and those
saro to be scttled by the actions of the people themselves, )

Determine for yourselves whether or not the President does not offer terms that should suit
any of us; is he not trying to stay the tide of funaticism at the north that would overwhelm
us? Has he not shown it in our own State in the appointment of our military governor! No
maun in the State could have been appointed to give morve general satisfaction than W. L. Shar-
key, an able, straightforward, just man.

'}"hc President, in his speech to the southern delegation, assures thom that he is determined
to stay the tremendous t{de of the fanatics of the north, and that suffrage to the negro shall
not bho forced upon the people of the south,

If elected, T will heartily co-operate with the President in his policy of reconstruction, for I
am hitterly opposed 16 conferring the right of suffrage upon the negro. I believe it to be
the right of l‘{w States to sottle that matter,

The radicals of the north now centend that they have a right to confer the right of suf-
frage on the negro, and wo must at thig hour support the ’resident in approving that idea;
it not, he will be overpowered, and that will be t}w. result,

In conclusion, if honored with an election I pledge myself to exert overy energy in my
powar in bohalt of the State and district, '

Ex. Doc. =)
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At theconclusion of the remarks of Judge Evans, loyd and repeated calls for Colonel Patridge
Lrought that gentleman to his feet.  He was received with much applause, which was some-
what protracted, showing the favorin which he was held by the audience. Upon rising and
attempting to speak from his place on the flour, loud and urgent calls demanded that he
should take the stand,  Colonel Patridge replied that he would not take the stand until ho met
his competitor there. v

‘
REMARKS OF COLONEL{’ATRIDGE.

He said that as a public journalist he had gone in and out before this people for many
years. Hisviews were us well known as those of any man who ever approached the people,
asking their suffrage. He was a union man before the war, and a soldier in the war, He
had performed his duty as a private and an officer, on the battle field and on the staff. At
the close of the struggle, terminating as it had in our overthrow, he had used his entire exer-
tions to specedily restore Mississippi to her tormer relations with the federal government,
The convention had done this, in entire accordance with the views he had entertained, and
it elected to the legislature, he should finish the work in the same spirit, and carry out fully
the policy of the convention, :

So fur as the question of admitting the testimony of negroes into our courts was concerned,
he expressed no opinion upon it, as o sepurate question, He had as many prejudices as
other southern men.  But in bis public acts he had always endeavored to discard prejudice.
He looked to the happiness and welfare of the people.  But there was one phase of the negro
testimony question which was scttled.  T'he negro was already regarded as o competent wit-
ness,  He alluded to the cases which, by an act of Congress, cume under the jurisdiction of the
Freedmen’s Bureau. The question was not whether their testimony should he received or
not. It wasalreadyreceived. ‘The question was whether, in receiving it, it shall be received
before our own civil magistrates or juries, or before the provost marshals of the Freedmen's
Bureau. He had no hesitation in expressing himself in favor of the former, Ho was opposed
to all systems of repudiation, whetherstyled stay laws, bankrupt laws, or insolvent acts, and
in general was in favor of placing Mississippi in the front rank of States, He desired to
see our congressmen admitied at the next session, and to that end would do all in his power
to promote the policy of President Johunson for the rehabilitation which it was understood was
the ultimatam.  His remarks, which were exceedingly well received, were continued for fif-
teen or twenty minutes, at tho close of which he annvunced himself ready to meet his com-
petitor, whom he spoke of in high terms, at any time to discuss the momentous issues de-
volving upon the next legislature,

No. 15.

To the voters of the sixzth judicial district, composed of the counties of Lowndcs, Oltibbeha,
Noxubee, Neshobe, Kemper, and IWinston:

Until the spring of 1861 I was a citizen of Kentucky, but my native State having elected
to abide by the fortunes of the Union in the tremendous struggle that has lutely terminated,
while all my sympathies and instincts bound me to the southern people, 1 assumed new rela-
tions so fur as citizenship was concerned, and for the last three years have heen a resident of
Missigsippi, I entered the army as a private soldier, and until the end of the conflict sus-
tained, what I knew in ths beginning to be, a desperate and doubtful cause. I went down
in battle, never to rise up again a sound mar, upon the frontier of this broad ahounding land
of yours, I therefore cannot feel that I am an alien in your midst, and, with something of
confidence as to the result, appeal to you for your suffrages for the office of district attoruey.
I am as fully identified with the interests of Mississippi as it is possible for any one to be, and
in my humble way, will strive as earnestly as any one to restore her lost franchises and lost
prosperity. In former years I held in Kentucky a position similar to the ono I now seck at
your hands, und I hope that I violate no rule of propriety in saying that I deem myself equal
to its duties and responsibilities,

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. T. HOGAN.

P. 8.—Owing to the fuet that I have but little acquaintance with' the people of the sixth
district, outside of the county of Lowndes, 1 wiil address them at ditferent points so soon as
1 can prepare and publish a list of appointments,

J. T. H,
CoLuMBUS, Mississippi, August 26, 1865,
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No. 16.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF LOUISIANA,
OFFICE OF PROVOST MARSHAL GENERAL,
New Orleans, La., September 12, 1865,

GrNERAL: Tn the matter of the investigation ordered to be made in relation to the loyalty
of certain members of the board of public gcheols of this city, 1 have the honor to report as
follows: -

Thomas Sloo, in his capacity as president of the **San Mutual Insurance Company,” sub-
scribed fifty thousand dollars towards the confederate loan,

John I. Adams, s prominent and inflnentinl merchant, left this city immediately on the®ar-
rival of the federal forces, and did not return until the final overthrow of the robellion. He
presented a piece of ordnance, manufactured at his own expense, to the *“ Washington Artil-
lery,” to bo used against the government of the United States, He also was a subscriber to
the rebel loan.

Ciendy Buorke and George Ruleff, the former at one time a prominent politician, the latter
a wealthy merchant, sent their sons into the contederacy, while they remained at home, refus-
ing to assist in any way in the reorganization of the State government, and showing their
contempt for the United States government and its constituted authorities, Their conduct
was far_from being loyal and patriotic: associating only with the avowed enemies of the
government,

Edwin L. Jewell, editor sand proprietor of the ‘* Star' newspaper, is not a citizen of New
Orleans. Previous to the rebellion he was a resident of the parish of Point Coupee, where
hie edited a newspaper, noted only for its bitter and violent opposition to the government and
the strong and ardent manner in which it enunciated the principles of secession. Ie hag
ouly lately arrived here, and has not resided in the city for a sufticient length of time to enti-
tle {ﬁm to the rights of citizenship.

David McCoard is classed with those whose conduct throughout the war has been intent
only in misrepresenting the government and treating its representatives with contumely.

Dr. Alfred Perry has served four years in the confederate avmy. Comment is unnecegsary.

Messrs. Keep, Viavant, Turpise, Toyes, Holliday, Bear, Walsh, Moore and Ducongel, all
contributed more or less in money and influence towards establishing a government hestile
and inimical to the United States.

Dr, Holliday wis at one time acting as surgeon in a rebel eamp, (Moore,)

Mr. Rodgers, the candidate for the position of superintendent of public schools. =ld the
same office ut the commencement of the war,  His conduet at that time was imb .d with
extreme bitterness and hate towards the United States, and in his capacity as superiatendent
he introduced the ‘* Bonnie Blue Flag” and other rebel songs into the exercises of 4l schools
under his charge.  In histories and other books, where the initials ¢ U. 8.” occurred, he had
the same erased and **C., 8. substituted. e used all means in his power to imbuo the
minds of the youths intrusted to his eare with hate and malignity towards the Union. He
has just returned from the late confederacy. where he has resided during the war, At the
time he Jeft the city to join the rebel army he left his property in the care of one Finley, who
claims to be a British subject, but held the position of sergeant in & confederate regiment of
militia.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. W, LOWELL,
Muajor 80th United States Colored Infantry
and Provost Marshal General,

Major General B, R. 8. Caxpy, Commanding Department,

No. 17.

[From the New Orleans Times, September 12, 1865, ]
TUE PUBLIC SCHOOLS,

To the citizens of New Orleans our public schools have long been a cherished and peculiar
interest,  They have heen regarded with pride, fostered with peculiar eare, and locked up
to as a source of future greatness, In their first organization, Samuol J. Peters, and those
who acted with him, had to contend against the popular prejudices of the day, for parental
pride~—somtimes stronger than common sense—wug shocked at the thought of an educational
establishment in which the children of all classes of citizens met on a cor r.un level, and the
differenco between freo schools and charity schools was not very readil  discerned, Those
prejudices, however, wore gradually away, and the free schools iner -gd in numbors and
efficiency till they were regurded by rich and poor with cqual interes | . ride withdrew its
frown and i:ui on a patronjzing smile. The children of the cavalier $ido those of tho
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roundhead, and heterogeneous differences of race were extinguished by a homogeneous fel-
lowship. -

For years previous to the war our public schools occupied a high position. No political
or sectarian dogmag were taught,  In politics and religion children naturally incline to the
opinions of their parents, and it is well that they do so; for if the reverse were the case,
there would be many divided households, which, under existing arrangements, are har-
monious and happy. The teachers taught those branches only which are set down in the
cducational progrumme, and the knowledge they imparted was necessary, not only for the
appreciation but for the preservation of our free form of govermment, It is true that school-
masters, like other people, have their own notions of right and wreng—their own political
snd religious opinions—but we spefik what we know when we state that up to the time of
the rebe‘ilion no attempt was mmL- to give the minds of the pupils in the public schools of
New Orleans cither a political or religious biag,  Some incline to the opinion that the duties
of the educational trust would have been more effectively performed had patriotic politics
heen made o prominent branch of stndy : but to such a course innumerable objections would
have arisen. Patriotism does not always wear the same mantle, or point in the same direc-
tion. It accommodates itself to the peculiarities of different countries and forms of govern-
ment, Sometimes it is a holy principle—sometimes a mere party catchword with no more
real meaning than can be attached to the echo of an echo.

After the city was redeemed from rebel rule an earnest effort was made to include loyalty
among the branches of our popular education, and tests were applied with perhaps an un-
necessary degree of rigor.  For thig the excited state of public opinion, arising from the
civil strife which then prevailed, was the sole exceuse. Some sceds of bitterness were unfortu-
nately sown.  The antagonism of parents were repeated and intensified in the children, and
love of country ln’ovctl wenk when compared with hatred of the rebels.  Such enthnsiastic
displays, such hoistings of flags, sucl singings of patriotic songs were never known be-
fore. This made the children very loyal, but exceedingly revengetul and unchildlike. ‘The
divine advice, ‘‘love your enemy,” they would have pronounced the height of madness, if
not wickedness.  In short, they were introdnced before their time into the arena of political
perplexities.  For all this the teacher was perhaps not very much to blame, He was swept
on by a current which he could not resist even it he would, A “higher law,” irre-
sponsible at the time, and backed up by the persuasive bayonet, was an authority which
brooked no resistance.  He merely obeyed orders and earned his daily bread.  Under these
circumstances it is not to be wondered at that the public schools lost a portion of their pre-
vious popularity, and, notwithstanding the diminished financial resourees of our citizens,
private schools multiplied among them beyond ull precedent,

A effort is now made to get the schools once more under popular control, and render them
what they were originally 1ntended to he—mere vducationnl institutions.  To this end o
school board has been appointed, but as soon as it undertook to act it was met, as to certain
members, by a question of loyalty, raised, in ull probability, by some interested anty, who,
being without offence himself, thought proper to fling a few stones at his offending neigh-
bors, I theve be any disloyalty in the bonrd we trust that it will be s‘wedil’v purged thereof,
but, knowing most of the members, we greatly doubt that any such bill of indictment can
be sustained. At any rate, a week has elapsed since the charge was made, and we imagine
it will be disposed of before the meeting tukes place, whicl was appointed for to-morrow
evening, -

One of our cotemporaries, in his cdition of yesterday .evening, states, on the strength of a
positive asswance, ** that his oxcellency J. Madison Wells has been appointed provisional
governor of Louisinna ;" that his commission is here awaiting his acceptance, and that he
““will probably order an election for members of a constitutional convention” soon after he
returns to the city. 1f this proves so, it will ereate guite a stir in the political world here-
about. At the bare mention of *f constitutional convention” a shudder involuntary creeps
over us, visious of bunkrupt treasuries present themselves, new species of taxation to frighten
our patient hut impoverished people, and a generul *“brandy and cigar” saturnalin for oue
disinterested und immensely patriotic politicians,  But ol this we suppose we need have no
fear,  The funds ave deficient.

No. 18,

HEADQUARTERS SUB-DISTRICT oF JACKSON,
Juckson, Mississippi, September 17, 18G5,
MaJor: I would respectfully make the following report as to what 1 saw and learned by
conversing with officers and citizens during 1y reeent visit to the northwest part of this sub-
district, particularly in Holmes county. Ihe only garrison at present in the connty is at
Goodman, situated on the railroad, sixteen miles from” Lexington, the connty seat, which
pluce I visited, Of the mule population of the county I would estimate that not more than
one-tenth of the whites and onc-fourth the blacks secmed to have any employment or busi
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ness of any kind; universal idleness seemed to be the rule, and work tho exception, and but
few of those at work seemed to be doing so with any spirit, as though they had any idea of
accomplishing anything—just putting the time in.  One-half of the male population can be
met upon theroad any day, and the travelling at night is much more than would be expected.
In a common country road, probably thirty persons passed in a night on horseback., As to
the character of the persons met by day or night many of them would be called suspicious,
being supplied with arms, which they often take pains to display, riding United States and
Contederate States horses and mules, government saddles and briﬂles, which itis useless to try
to take away, as they have no difficulty in proving them to be theiva by the evidence of some
comrade with whom they reciprocate inkind. They hoast of Jeff. Davis and President John
son, try in every way to show their contempt for the Yankee, hoast of the number they have
killed, &e. They want it understood that they are not whipped—simply overpowered. They
have no visible means of support, and the impression is that they are living off the proceeds
of government cotton and stock, aud quite frequently of private property-—generally cotton.

The negroes complain that these sume ** gallant young men™ make a practice of robbing
them of such trifles as knives, tobacco, combs, &e. If uny resistance is made, death is pretty
sure to be the result ; or if the poor negre is so unfortunate as to appear to recognize his per-
secutors, he can then expeet nothing less.  Negroes are often shot, as it appears, just out of
wanton cruelty, for no reasou at all that any one can imagine.  The older and more respect-
od class of white men seem to deplore the condition of things ; think, however, that thereis no
way to stop it, except to let it have its own course ; say such ocenrrences, though not so fre-
quent, were by no means uncommon before the war, In conversing with such as were the
leaders in polities and society before the war, and the leaders in tho rebellion, one is remind-
ed of their often-repeated assertions that the negro cannot take cave of himself'; capital must
own labor, &e., &c. They have preached it, talked it, spoken it so long, that tree lahor
would be a failure in the sonth, (and especially negro inbor,) that it seoms they have made
themselves believe it, and very mauy act as though they were bound to make it so, if it was
not going te be the natural result. Some, now their crops are gathered, drive off' all the
lumgs they do not want, without any compensation for their summer’s work except fuod and
clothing.

In many cases the negroes act just like children, roving aronnd the country, earing noth
ing for the future, not even knowing one day what they are to eat the next.  They also seem
to think that in their present condition as freemen their former masters aud present cmploy-
ers should address them in & more respectful manner than formerly. ‘T'his the whites vefuse
to accede to, but persist in still treating them as niggers, giving them orders in the saine nus-
tere manner as of old.  In oneday’s travel I passed by ditferent places where five coloved men
Iind been murdered during the five duys just passed, and as many wounded,  In one placo
it appears that one man was taken out of bu(‘ and killed beenuse, ag the neighbors say, he
was a preacher, though they none of them contend that he had ever taught any doetrine or
suid anything against the peace and welfare of the neighborhood ; but nearly sl approve the
act, Three mon were engaged init, and finding some colored men were witnesses to the trans-
action, they killed two of them and left all three together, At another place u party of men,
wotnen, and children were collected together at uw plantation, with the consent of the owner,
and were having a dance, when o squad of about twelve rode up and, without any warning
of any kind, commenced fiving at them killing one and wounding severnl, It is of cowrse
known by the white persons in the vicinity who thes: murderers are, but no offort is made
to arrest them. The negroes sny they have recognized & number of them, and suy most all
lived near by. I found no oue that thought there was anything objectionable about this
particular meeting, hut nenrly all objected to the practice of their gathering togetier : think it
gives them extravagaut ideas of liberty, has a tendeney to mako them insubordinate, &e.
Another place a colored man was killed-—supposed to havo bheen shot for a small sinouni of
money he happened to have with him; no elus to the murderers,  Another place within one-
fourth of a mile of Lexington, a colored man was shot throagh the head on the puhlic roud,
{was not yet dead,) aml his puckets riflod of the few cents hie had § also his knife,  Over in
Attala county I learned that not long since two white men, (nerchants,) while sitting in
their store, were both instantly killed, as is supposed, becnuse they were finding out too
much about where their stolen cotton had gone to,

When returning, near Caunton Uwas informed by the commanding officer of the post that
recently, noar by, a colored boy was met by u couple of these ** honorable young men” of the
south, and his hands tied, wasg shot, his throat cut, and his ears et off.  No uncl’}ms been nble
to ascriba uny reason for it, a3 he was o very quiet, inoffensive lud. T'wo persons have been
arrested for the deed.  When arrigned by the eivil unthorities they were acquitied, nsno white
witnesses werns knowing to the murder, and colored witnesses were not permitted to testifys but
they were again arrested by the eaptain commanding the post, and forwurded for triul hy
military commission,  All, both black and white, are afruid to give evidence agalnst any one.
They say in some instances that they would like to ses the rasculs get their just desorts ; but
if they were instrumental in bringing it «bout they would have to move to a military post for
safety, and when the roops are withdrawn they would have to go also.  An insyrrection
among the colored people is quite a subject of conversution among the whites, and they ap-
pear to fear it will develop itself in a geaeral uprising and mussaere about the Ist of Juvuury
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next. I do not consider there are any grounds for their suspicions, and believe it arises from
their troubled consciences, which are accusing them of the many cruel acts perpetrated against
their formor slaves, and these barbarities are continued by some for the purpose of still keep-
ing them under subjection. In some places thero will evideptly be a scarcity of food the
coming winter, and white and black, as the sesson for fordging hus passed, will soon have
to get ussistance or starve, as thoy scem determined not to work, 1 Jid not find among those
1 talked with one person who was iu favor of organizing wilitis, as contemplated in the gov-
eruor’s proclamation. Some thought it aight be of service if it was composed of the right kind
of men, but they kuow it would be composed of just 4 lot of roving fellows, the very ones
who now most need watching,  Militin finds favor only with the polﬁicians, who are much in
want of a hobby to ride, bar-roow loafors, who think it would give their present calling a
little more respectabllity, aud the rambling follows who would like some show of authority
to cover up their robberies, with probably a few men who honestly believe it would be com-
posed of betler material, ,

If it were not for the classes abovo described, a large majority would be in favor of the
United States forces remaining in the State, 1 am of the ulpiulun that @ large amount of
{oodmlght be done, if good speakers would travel around the country and explain to the
reedien what thelr 1ights ure, what their duties are, and to the planters what the govern-
ment expects of them and wishes them to do, A better understanding of this matter” would
be of advantagoe to all concerned.  In conclusion I would respectfully stute that I find myself
unable in muny Instances to arrest parties accused of cr}me, for the renson no horses or
mules can be obtained to mouyt soldiers sent in pursuit, sud on account of the scarcity of
officers ju the command to take charge of squads,

I am, major, very respectfully, &e,,
CHARLES H. GILCHRIST,
Colonel H0th United S:ates Colored Infuntry, commanding.

Major W. A, GORDON,

Avsistant Adjutant General, Northern District Mississippi.

Oticlal : T. WARREN MILLER,
Assistant Adjutant Gemeral,

No. 19.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF NORTHERN ALABAMA,
Nusheille, Tennessee, September 29, 1865

GENERAL: About the middle of September last while I was in command of the district of
Huuntsville, formerly district of northern Alabama, several citizens of Juckson county ealled
on me at Huntsville, complalning that the sheriff of the county, Colonel 8nodgrass, late of
the confederate army, had arrested fifteon citizens of that county on charges of murder, which
they were accused of having committed while in the service of the Unlted States, under or-
ders from their superiors, ju fights with guerillas, The trial was to take place before the
probate judgo of Jnckson county, no regulur courts heing held at that time, 1 sent un order
tu the sherifl to release the prisoners. 1 also sent an order to the judge before whom the trial
was to take place to suspend actiou In their cases, At the samo thue I reported the case to
General Thomas, communder of the military division of the Tennessee, and asked for justrue-
tions, I recelved answer that my action wus approved, A fow days afterwards it was ro-

orted to me that the sheriff rofused to vbey the order, and had used the most disrespectful
anguage agalnst the milltary suthorities of the United States, 1 ordored his arrest, but about
the samo time I recelved ordors to muster out all white regiments in my district, and my own
regiment heing among them, 1 relinguished command of the distriet, 1 deem the lives of
southern men that have served in tho United States anmy unsale whon they return to their
homes, As to the feeling of the pquIe In that section ot the country, the mujority at this
duy are as bitter cuemies of the United States government as thoy were during tho war,
General, 1 have the honor to ramain your obedient servant,
W. KRZYZANOWSKI,
Late Brevet Brigudier General, U. S. V.,
Major Goneral C. SCHURZ.

No. 20.

List of colored people killed or maimed by swhite men and treated at post hospital, Montigomery.

1. Nancy, colored woman, ears cut off.  She had followed Wilson's column towards Ma-
con two or three days, and when returning camped near the road, and while asleep & white
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man by the name of Ferguson, or Foster, an overseer, came upon her and cut her ears off,

This happeued in April, about thirty miles east of Montgomery.

2. Mary Stecl, one sidn of her head ascalped; died, She was with Nancy.

3. Jacob Steel, both ears cut off; was with the same party,

4., Amanda Steel, ears cut off; was with the sume party,

6, Washiugtou Booth, shot in the back, near Montgomerf'. while returning from his work,
May 1, iHe was shot by Williain Harris, of Pine Level, thirty miles from here, without any
provocation,

6. Sutton Jones, beard and chin cut off. Heo belonged to Nancy’s party, and was maimed
by the same man, ' ‘

7. About six colored peuple were treated at this hospital who were shot by persons in am-
buscade during the months of June and July, Their names cannot be found in a hasty re-
view of the record.

8. Robert, servant of Colonel Hough, was stabbed while at his house by a man wearing
in part the garb of A confederate sofdier; died on the 26th of June, iia this hospital, about
‘seven days aftor having heon stabbed,

9, Ida, a younpf colored girl, was struck on the head with a club by an overseer, about
talrty miles from here; dled of her wound at this hospital June 20. .

10, James Taylor, stabbed ahout half a mile from town ; had seven stabs that entered his
lungs, two In his arms, two plstol-shots grazed him, and one arm cut one-third off, on the
18th of June, Offender escaped, . '

11, James Mouroo, cut across the throat while engaged in saddling a horse, The offender,
a whits man by the name of Metcalf, was arrested. No provocation, Case happened on
August 19, in this city, -

hese cases cameo to my notice as surgeon in chargo of the post hospital at Moutgomery.
I treated them myself, and certity that the above stutements ave correct,

MoNTGOMERY HALL, August 21, 1865,
J. M, PHIPPS,
Acting Staff Surgcon, in charge Post Hospital,

List of colored people wounded and maimed by white people, and treated in Freedmen’s hospital
since July 22, 18065,

1. William Brown, shot in the hand; brought here July 22,

2, William Mathews, shot In the armj brought here August 11.  Shot on Mathews's plan.
tation by a neighbor of Mr, Mathews, who was told by Mr. Mathews to shoot the negro,

3, Amos Whetstone, shot in the neck by Joln A, Howser, August 18, in this city,  How-
ser halted the men, who was riding on a mule on the rond; had an altercation with Mr,
Whetstone; Howser, Whetstone's son-in-law, shot him while he was going to town.

The above cases camo to my notice us assistant surgeon at this hospital. Similar cases
may have been treated here beforo I entered upon my duties, of which I can give no relinble

account.
J. E, HARVEY,
Assistant Surgeon 68th Illinois.

FREEDMEN'S HOSPITAL,
Moutgomery, Alabama, August 21, 1865,

[

No. 21..

OQFFICE PROVOST MARBHAL,
Post of Selma, Alabama, August 22, 1865,

I have the honor to report the following facts in regard to the treatment of colored persons
by whites within the limits of my observation

There have comoe under my notice, officially, twelve cases in which I am morally certain
(the trials have not been had yet) that negroes were killed by whites, In a mujority of
cases the provocation consisted in the negll:ocs trying to come -to town, or to return to the
plantation after having been sent away. These cases are in purt as follows

Wilson H..Gordon, convicted by military commission of having shot and drowned a ne-
gro, May 14, 1805,

8amuel Smiley, charged with having shot one negro and wounded another, acquitted on
proof of an alihi. It is certain, however, that one negro was shot and another wounded, as
stated. Trial occurred én June,
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Three negroes were killed in the southern part of Dallas county ; it is supposed by the
Vaughn family, I tried twice to arrest them, But they escaped into the woods,

Mr, Alexander, Perry county, shet a negro for being around his quarters at a late hour.
He went into his house with & gun and claimed to have shot the negro accidentally. The
fact is, the negro is dead.

Mr, Dermott, Perry county, started with a negro to Selma, having a rope around the ne-

o's neck. He was seen dragging him in that way, but returned home before he counld

ave reached Selma. Hedid not re?ort at Selma, and the negro has never since been heard
of. The neighbors declare their bolief that the negro was killed by him. This was about
the 10th of July.

Mr, Hij;ginbothnm, and Threadgill, charged with killing a negro in Wileox county,
whose body was found in the woods, came to my notice the first weck of August,

A negro was killed on Mr. Brown's place, sbout nine miles from Selma, on the 20th of
August, NothinF further is known of it.  Mr, Brown himself reported.

A negro was killed in the calaboose of the city of Selma, by belng beaten with a heavy
club; also, by being tied up by the thumbs, clear of the floor, for tﬁrce hours, and by fur-
ther gross sbuse, lasting more than a week, until he died,

I can further state, that within the limits of my official ohservation crime is rampant ; that
life is insecure as well as property; that the country is filled with desporadoes and handitti
who {z‘)b and plunder on every side, and that the county is emphatically in a condition of
anarchy,

The vases of crime above onumerated, I am convinced, are but a small part of those that
have actually been perpetrated, :

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. P, HOUSTON,
Major 5th Minnesota, and Provost Marshal U, S. forces &t Selma, Alabama.

Major General CARL SCHURZ,

No. 22.

FREEDMEN'S BUREAU, Mobile, September 9, 1865,

SIR ¢ In compliance with your request I have the honor to report the stuto of affairs as
connected with the freedmen in this city and the counties of Wushington, Monroe, Clark,
Choctaw and Baldwin,

The civil authorities in this eity have accepted General Swayne's order No, 7, (herewith
enclosed, ) but the spirit of the order is not-complied with, and complaints ol injustice and
eriminal partiality in the mayor's court have heen frequently made at this oflice, and partic-
ularly when Mr, Morton presides thero is no justice rendered to the freedmen. Little or no
business is done before other magistrates, as the colored people sre aware, fromn experience, that
their oath is & mere farce and thelr testimony against & white mun has no weight; conse-
quently all complaints of the colored people come before this bureau,

I bave by specinl order of General Swayne designated one of the justices of the peace,
Mr, T. Starr, who adjudicates cases of debt, and in matters where hoth partics are of color
he has so fur given satisfuction, but the prejudice so universal against colored people here
is already beginning to affect his decislons.

The civil police department of this city is decidedly hostile to color, and the daily acts of
persecution in this city are manifest in the nunber of arrests and fulse imprisonment made
where no shadow of criminality exists, while gangs of idle rebel soldiers and other-dissolute
rowdies jnsult, rob, and assuu])t the helpless frcedmen with impunity,

All hopes of equity and justice through the civil organization of this city is barred ; preju-
dice and » vindictive hatred to color is universal here; it increases intensely, und the only
capacity in which the négro will be tolerated Is that of slave,

Che fever of excltement, distrust, and animosity, is kept alive by incondiary and lying re-
ports in the papers, and fulse representations of rebel detectives,  The alurm is constuntly
abroad that the negroes are going to rise; this is utterly without foundation, The freedmen
will not rise, though docilo and submissive to every abuse that is heaped upon them in this
city, If they are ragged and dirty, thoy are spurned us outcasts ; if gonteel nnd vespectable,
they aro insulted as presumptive; if intelligent, they are incendiary ; and thoir humble wor-
ship of Giod is construed as n designing plot to rise against the citizens who oppress them,

tis evident that General Swayne's good intentions are nugatory from the want of faith on
the Fart of those to whom heintrusted his order, 4

These men have been reciplents of office for years, Old associations, customs and preju-
dices, the pressure of public opinion, and the undying hostility to federal innovation, all con-
spiro against impartiality to color, Ruch is the atate of affairs in this city.

In the counties of this district above named there {8 no right of the negro which the white
man respects ; all is anarchy and confusion; a reign of terror exists, an the life of the freed-
men s at the mercy of uny villain whose hutreﬁ or caprice incites to murder. Organized



CONDITION OF THESOUTHj 18

] ard over the thoroughfares, bands of lawless robbers trav-.
orse the country, and the & {nate who attempts escape, or he who returns for his wife or
child, is waylald or pursuedwi¥h'hounds, and shot or hung. --Laborers on the plantations
are forced to remain and toil without bope of remuneration, Others have made the crop and
are now driven off to reach Mobile or starve; scarcely any of them have rags enough to cover
them, Many who still labor are denied any meat, and whengver they are treuteg with. hu-
manity it is an isolated exception. Ragged, maimed, and diseased,these miserable outcasts
seck their: only refuge, the Freedmen's.Bureau, and their simple tale of suffering and woe
calls loudly on the fghty arm of our government for the protection promised them,

These people are industrious, They do not refuse to work ; on the contrary, they labor for
the smallest pittance and plainest food, and are too often driven off deprived of the small com-
pensqéion they labored for, .

ThS report of rations issued to destitute citizens on August 1, 1865, was 3,670 persons.
Owlrt$ to the numerous impostures by those who had means of support, I erased the names of

patrols with negro hounls

a lare number and the list now stands 1,742 persons who are recipients of government alms,
Of this number, 95 per cent. are rebels who have participated in some manner in this rebel-
lion, Number of rations issued to destitute colored people is simply six (6),"
Theroport of the freedmen's colony of this district to this date is (12) twelve me
seyenty-one women, and (88) eighty-eight children, and sick in hospital (105) one
and five; total (276) two hundred and seventy-six, Of this number many have beé
off of plantations as helpless, while many of their grown children are forcibly
hard labor for their masters,
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. A. POILLON, g
Captain, Assistant Superintendent freedmen, refugees, abandoned lands, &e.

Geaneral CARL SCHURZ,

W

FREEDMEN'S BUREAU, July 20, 1865,

Sm: I havo tho honor to report some testimony I have received of the murders and bar-
barities committed on.the freedmen in Clark, Choctaw, Washington and Marengo counties,
also the Alabama und Bigbee rivers,

About the lust of April, two freedmen ware hung in Clark county.

On the night of the eleventh of May, a freedman named Alfred was taken from his bed by
his master and others and was hung, and his body still hangs to the limb,

About the middle of June, two colored soldiers (ut & house in Washington county) showed
their papers und wero permitted to remain all night,  In the morning thoe planter called them
out and shot one dead, wounded the other, and then with the assistance of his brother (and
their negro dogs) they pursued tho one who had escaped. Ho ran about three miles and
found a refuge in o white man’s house, who informed the pursuers that he had passed, The
soldier was finally got across the river, hut has not been heard of since.

At Bladen Springs, (or rather, six miles from there,) a frecdman was chained to 4 pine tree
and burned to death, :

d Al}mut two weeks after, and fifteen miles from DBladen, another freedman was hurned to
eath,

In tho latter part of May, fiftcen miles south of Bladen, a freedman was shot outside of tho
planter's premises and the body dragged into the stuble, to make it appear ho hud shot him
in the act of stealing,

ﬁ.lilout ltllc first of June, six miles west of Bladen, o freedman was hung, Ilis body is
still hanging, .

Al)outgthé1 lnst of May, three freedmen wero coming down the Bigbee river in a skiff, when
two of them were shot; the other escuped to the other shore,

At Magnolin Bluff (Bigbeo river) a freedman (named Georgo) was ordered out of his
cabin to be whipped; he started to run, when the men (threo of thom) set their dogs (tive of
them) on him, and one of the men rode up to George and struck™him to the carth with a
londed whip, Two of them dragged him back by the heels, while the dogs were lacerating
his face and body, They then placed a stick across his neck, and while one stood on it the
others beat him until life was nearly oextinet,

About the first of May, near landing, in Choctaw countf. a freedman was hung;
aud about the same time, near the same neighborhood, a planter shot a freedman, (who was
talking to one of his servants,) and dmggedghis hody into his garden to conceal it,

A preacher (near Bladon Springs) states in the pulpit that tho roads in Choctaw county
stunk with the dead bodles of servants that had fled from their mastors,

The people’ahout Bladen declare that no negro shall live in the county unless he remains
with his master nnd s as obedient as heretofore,

In Clark county, about the first of June, a freedman was shot through the heart ; his body
lies unburied.
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About the last of May, a planter hung his servant (a
borhood. 8aid planter had killed this woman’s husband’
at Suggsville, Clark county. : .

About the last of-April, fwo womnen were caught negg a mtation in Clark:pounty
and hung; their bodies are still suspended. Sy L T b

On the 19th of July, two freedmen were taken off the steabrer Commodore Ferrand, tied,
and hung; then taken down, their heads cut off and their bodies thrown in the river.:,

July 1], two men took a woman off the same boat and threw her in the river, ; This wo-
man had a coop, with some chickens, They threw all in together, anditold her to go to the
damned Yankees. The woman was drowned, .

There are regular patrols posted on the rivers, who board some of the boats ; after the boats

leave they hang, shoot or drown the victims they may find on them, and all those found on
the roads or coming down the river are most invariably murdered. o
This is only a few of the murders that are comnitted on the helpless and unprotected {feed
men of the above-named counties, . SN
All the ¢asos I have mentioned are authentic, aud numerous witnesses will testify toall I
h otted, Murder with his ghastly train stalks abroad at meonday and revels in wndis-
Wreage, while the bewildered and terrified freedmen know not what to do. To leave is
re.main is to suffer the increased burden imposed on them by the cruel taskmaster,
#ly interest is their labor wrung from them by every device an inhuraan ingenuity
.Hence the lnsh and murder are resorted to to intimidate those whom fear of an
alone causes to romain, while patrals, negro dogs, and spies (disgulsed as Yan-
stant guard over these unfortunate people, ,
"Washington county in the latter part of June, and there learned there was a dis-
. 0 coerce the labor of these people on plantations where they had always been
abused. T was alone, and consequently could not go where my presence was most required,
but T learned enough then to convince o there were many grievances which required militar
power to redress, Since my return I have been attentive to the recital of the horrors whic
g)e:[e people suffer, and have carefully perused their statemeuts, which receive corroborate
stimony,
I have been careful in authenticity, and very much that has been related to me I have de-
clined accepting a8 testimony, although I believe its truth,
l’I‘he history of all these cases, besides othere, 7 uave in full, with all their Lorrible partic-
ulars,

Belicving, sir, you required the earliest intelligence in this matter, I concluded not to
awalt your arrival, ‘

With much respect, I am, sir, your obedient servant,

W. A. POILLON,
Captain and Ass’t Sup't Freedmen.
Brig. Gen. SWAYNE, :
A true copy of the original deposited in this office,
CHARLES A. MILLER,
Major and A. A. A, General,

No. 23.

VickSBURG, Mississivrl, July 8, 1865,

CapPTAIN : T haye the honor to report that, in compliance with 8pecial Orders No. 6, Head-
quarters Sub-district Southwest Mississippl, I proceeded to the counties of Mudison, Holmes,
and Yazoo, but that I did not reach Issaquona from the fact that the country hetweon Yazoo
Cl;y and that county has been so overflowed as to rendor the roads impassable,

"found & provost marshal of freedmen at Yazoo City—Licutenant Fortu, who seemed
to undorstand his duties well, aud to have performed them satisfactorily, Thore was no
officer of the bureau in either of the other counties, The whole country is in u state of social
and political anarchy, and especlally upon the subject of the freedom of the negroes, but
ve{y few who understand thofr rights and duties, -

t is of the utmost hinportance that officers of the burcau should be sont to all the countles
of the State to supervise the question of labor, and to insure the gathering of the growing
crop, which, if lost, will produce the.greatest sufiering, In no case ought a citizen of the
locality he appointed to manage the affuirs of the freedmen: first, because these men will wish
to stand welll with their neighbors and cannot do justice to the negro; aud sccondly, because
the negroes only know these men as oppressors of their raco, and will have no confidence
fn thelr acts, The officers of tho bureau should be especlally charged to lwpress upon the
freedmen the sacreduess of the family relation and the duty of paronts to tako care of their
children, and of the aged and infirm of their race,  Where a man and woman have lived to-
gether us hushand and wife, the relation should bo declared legitimate, snd all parties,
after contracting such relations, should be compelled to legal wmarriage by severe laws
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against concubinage. 'Where pérents have deserted their chilren, they should be compelled
to return and care for them ; -otherwise there will be great suffering among the womén and
children, for many of the plantefs who have lost the male hands from their places threaten to
turn off the women and children, who will become a burden to the community. The two
evils against which the officers will have to contend are cruelty on the part of the employer, and
shirking on the part of the nc‘g:oes. Every planter with whom I have talked’plpﬂpéd his
statements with the assertion that ‘‘a nigger won't work without whippin%:; I know tha$
this is not true of the negroes as a body heretofore, A fair trial should be 'made’of free
labor by preventing a resort to the lash. It is true that there will be a large ‘number of
negroes who will shirk labor; and where they Kersistently refuse compliance with thelf con-
tructs, I would respectfully suggest that such turbulent negroes be placed ‘upon liv}'mblic
works, such ag rebuildin,¥ the levees and railroads of the'State, where they can be comipelled
to labor, and where their labor will be of benefit to the community at large, 7o,

It will bu difficult for the employers to pay their laborers quarterly, as required bigmm
orders. Money can only be realized yeurly on a cotton crop, because to make such ‘s crop
requires an entire year's work in rlanting picking, ginning, and sending to market, The
lien upon the crop secures the laborer his pay at the end of the year, for which he can
aiford to walt, as all the necessaries of life are furnished by the planter, who could not pay
quarterly excopt at a great sncrifice, o

The present orders recommend that the freedmen remain with their former masters-so lon
as they are kindly treated. This, as & temporary policy, is the best that could be qu? s
but I very much doubt, its propriety as a permanent policy. It will tend to rebuild the fallen
fortunes of the slaveholders, and re-establish the old system of class legislation, thus
throwing the political so’wer of the country back into the hands of this class, who love slavery
and hate freedom and republican government. It would, in my opinion, be much wiser to
diffuse this free labor among the laboring people of the country, who can sympathize with
the lahorer, and treat him with humanity.. .

I would suggest that great care be taien in the sclection of officers of the bureau: to-be
sent to the variouy connties, The revolution of the whole system of labor has beeiy/se sud-
den and radical as to require great caution and prudence on the part of the officers: charged
with the care of the freedmen, They should be able to discuss the question of free labor as
s matter of political economy, and by reason snd good arguments induce the employers to
give the system & fair and honest trial, ‘

Nowhere that 1 bave been do the people generally realize the fact that the negro is free.
The day I arrived at Jacksou en route for Canton, both the newspapers at that place
published leading editoriuls, taking the ground that the emancipation proclamation was un-
constitutional, and therefore void; that whilst the negro who entered the army might be free,
yet those who avalled themselves not of the proclamation were still slaves, and that it was a
question for the Stute whether or not to ,ado?t a system of gradual emancipation, These
seem to bo the views of the people generslly, and they expressed great desire ** to got rid
of these garrisons.” when they hope ‘‘tohave tffings theirown way,” And should tho care and
protection of the nation be taken away from the treedmen, these people will have their own
way, and will practically re-vstablish slavery, more grinding and despotic than of old.

Respecttully submitted :
' J, L. HAYNES,
Colounel First Tezas Cavalry,

Iy

Captain B, F, MoREY,
Assistant Adjutunt General,

Officlal : STUART ELDRIDGE,
Licutenant and Acting Assistunt Adjutant General. '

Colone! Haynes was born and raised near Yazoo City, Misslesippi. He owna s plantaiion,
and owned nogroes before the wur, He left the State in 1802, aud went to New Orleans,
where be received & commission to raisoe a regiment of Texas troops.

SAMUEL THOMAS, Colonel.

1

No. 24.

RAILROAD, Camp near Clinton, Miss., July 8, 1865,

Sir: T am induced by tho suffering I daily sce and hear of among colored people to ad-
dress you this communication, I am located with my command four miles west of Clinton,
Hines county, on the rallrond. A great many colored Ieople, on their way to and from
Vicksburg and other distant points, pass hy my camp. As a rule, they are hungry, naked,
foot-sore, and heartless, aliens in their uative laud, homeless, and friendless, They nre wan-
dering up and down the country, rapidly becoming vagabonds aud thieves from both necessity
and iuclluatiou. Their late owners, I am led to believe, have entered into a tacit arrange-
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ment to refuse labor, food or dvink, in all cases, to those who have been soldiers, as well as
to those who have belonged to plantations within the State; in the latter case, often ordering
them back peremptorily to their ‘‘ masters.” ‘

One planter said in my hearing lately, ‘' These niggers will all be slaves again in twelve
months, = You have nothing but Lincoln proclamations to make them free.” Another said,

‘No white'labor shall ever reclaim my cotton fields.” Another said, * Emigration has been
the curse of the country; it mustbe prevented here, This soil must be held by its present
owners and their descendants,” Anothersaid, ** The constitutional amendment, if successful,
will be carrled before the SBupreme Court before its execution can be certaiu, and we hope
much from that court!"

These expressions I have listened to at different times, and only repeat them here in order
that 1. may make the point clear that there is already a secret rebel, anti-emigration, pro-
siavery party formed or forming in this State, whose present policy appears to be to labor
assiduously for a restoration of the old system of slavery, or a system of apprenticeship, or
some manner of involuntary servituds, on the ples of recompense for loss of slaves on the one
hand, and, on the other,to counterbalance the influence of Yankee schools and the labor-
hiring system as much as possible by oppression and cruelty, I hear that negroes are fre-
quently driven from plantations where they either belong, or have hired, on slight provocation,
and are as frequently offered violence on applying for employment. Dogs are sometimes set
upon them when they approach houses for water. Others have been met on the highway by
white men they never saw before, and beaten with clubs and canes, without offering either
provocation or resistance, I see negroes almost every day, of both sexes, and almost all
ages, who have subsiated for many hours on berries, often wandering they kuow not where,
begging for food, drink, and employment,

t is Impossible for me or any officer I have the pleasure of an acquaintance with to afford
these people relicf, Neither can I advise them, for I am not aware that any provisions have
beeu, or are to he made to reach such cases. Thoevil is not decresasing, but, on the contrary,
as the sedson advances, is increasing,- :

I bavye heretofore entertained the opinion that the negroes flocked into the citics from all
parts of the country ; but a few weeks’ expericnce at this station has changed my views on the
subject, and I am now led to belleve that those who huve done so comprise comparatively a
very amall part of the whole, and are almost entirely composed of those belonging to planta-
tions adjoining thetowns, However, those who di! go to the citios have been well cared for
in comparison with those who have remained in the country, A small proportion of the latter
class ure well situated, oither as necessary house-servants, body-servants, or favorites by
inclination, as mistrosm;s, or by necessity or duty, aseach master may have heen induced to
regard long and faithful service or ties of consangulinity. Throughout tg entire country,
from Vicksburg to the capital of the State, there Is hut little corn growing, ” The manner of
cultivating is very primitive, and the yle!d will he exceedingly suuﬁl. Testimate thet in this
country fully onc-half of the white population, and a greater proportion of the colored people,
will be necessitated either to emigrate, buy food; beg it, or starve, I'he negro has no means
to buy, and begging will not avail him anything. !ilc will then be compelled to emigrate,
which, In his case, isusually equivalent to turning vagabond, or, inducc({ by his necossities,
resort to organized bunding to steal, rob, and plunder. I am at aloss to know why the gov-
ernment has not adopted some system for the immediate relief und protection of this oppressed
and suffering people, whose late social changes havo conduced so much to their present un-
happy condition, énd made every ofticer in the United States army an agent to curry out its
provisions,  Were I employed to do 80, I should seize the largest rebol plantation in this and
every othor county in the State, partition it in lots of suitable size for the support of u family—
say ten ueres each—erect mills und cotton ging, encournge them to buil 5:01!503 and culti-
vata the soll, glve them warrants for the lnnd, issue rations to the truly needy, loun them
seed, stock, and furming utensils fora lyem‘ or two, und trust the result to ** Yunkee schools”
snd the Industry of u then truly fres and provoerbially happy peoplo. Some other system might
be hetter ; few could be more simplo fn the execution, and {n my opiulon better ¢alculated to
‘‘save a race’’ now floating about in a contentious sea without hope or haven.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient sorvant,
H, R. BRINKERHOFI,
Lientenant Colonel 52d. U, S. Colored Infantry, Cominanding Detachment,
Major Gieneral O, O, HowagrD, Washington, D, C,

Oficial : STUART ELDRIDGE,
Lieutenant, Acting Assistunt Adjutant General,

No. 25,

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, Jackson, August 18, 1865,

Sir: Your order No. 16, disbanding police guard for Claiborne county, has been laid before
me, I apprchend you are laboring uuder a wistake in regard to the churacter of this organ-
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jization. I had express authority .fro"fa the President himself to organize the militia if
I thought it necessar{ to keep order in the country, This I did not do, but authorized the
organization of patrol guards or county police, for the purpose of suppressing crime, and for
arresting offenders. This organization is therefore part of the civil organization of the State,
as muchso as sheriff, constable, and justices of the peace, and I claim the right to use this
organization for these purposes, and hope you will revoke your order.

Your obedient servant,
W. L. SHARKEY,
Provisional Governor of Mississippi.
Colonel YORK, :
Official copy : J. WARREN MILLER,
Assistant Adjutant General,

HEADQUARTERS POST OF PORT (1BSON,
Port Gibson, Mississippi, August 20, 1865.

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that my reasons for issuing the enclosed order, (No.
16,) was, that a Furty of citizens acting undor uuthorit{; from Captain Juck, 9th Indiana
eavalry, and having as their chief C. B, Clark, wus by their own acknowledgment in the
habit of patrolling the roads in this section of the country, and ovdering any one they came
across to {mlt. If 'this was not promptly done, they were ordered to fire upou them, In
this way once negro woman was wounded, and Unlon men and negroes were afrald to be out
of their houses after dark. The compuny wus formed out of what they called picked men,
i. e,y those unly who had been activoly engaged in the war, and were known to be strong dis-
unionists,

The negroes In the section of the country these men controlled were kept in the most
abject stute of slavery, and treated in overy wuy contrary to the requirements of (leneral
Orders No. 129 from the War Department, a copy ot which order was issued by me to C. B,
Slugk,

Hoping, general, to receive instructions as to tho manner in which I shall regulate my
action,

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedlent servant,
P, JONES YORK

Licutenant Colonel Commanding Post,

Provost Mujor General DAYVIDSON, )
Commanding Southern District of Mississippi.

Official copy : J. WARREN MILLER,
Assistant Adjutant General,

[Special Orders No. 16.]

HEADQUARTERS PosT OF PoRT (GIBSON,
Port Gibson, Mississippi, August 10, 1865,
T'he permission given from these headquarters, dated July 3, 1865, by Captain Jack, pro-

vost marshal, is hereby revoked.
C. B. Clark, chicf of police, under the permission, will notify the parties forming the
snid putrol to discontinue the practies of patvolling the ronds and country urmed,  All arrests

must be made by the proper militury or civil authorities,
P. JONES YORK,
Lieutenant Colonel Commanding Post.

Official copy ¢ J. WARREN MILLER,
) Assistant Adjutant General,

No. 26,

BUREAU REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFPICE ACTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR WESTERN DIisT, oF MISS,,
' Vicksburg, Miss., September 28, 1865,
COLONEL: I beg leave to call your attentlon to some of the diffienlties we are still obliged
to contend with, and some of the abuses still inflicted upon the freedmen, resulting from the
prejudices which are still far from being erndicated,  In the immediato vicinity of our mili-
tary posts, and in locations that can readily be reached by the officers of this burean, the cit-
izens are wary of abusing the blacks; they are so hecause this bureau has arrested und pun-
ished people committing such offences ;, aud the manner in which such cases huve been dealt
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with has shown people that abuse and im;;‘osition wf# not be tolerated, and that such offences
are sure to.be punished in accordance with the enormity of the crime. But in remote local-
ities, those'thiat cannot well be reached by officers of the bureau, the blacks are as badly

epled as ever; colored 'bmople often report themselves to the sub-commissioners wigy bruised

Ms and lacerated backs, and ask for redress, protection, to be permitted to 1i¥® at their
former homes, and some assurance that they will not be treated in a like manner again if
they return, But nothing can be done if their homes happen fo be twenty or thirty miles
from any office that will protect them, A great many have thus learned that there is no pro-
tection for them, and quietly submit to anything that may be required of them, or, as’is more
frequex:’téy the case, they leave such places and crowd ahout the places where they can be

rotected, )

P A girl about twelve years of age, certainly too young to cominit any serious offence, lies
in No. 1 hospital now with her back perfectly raw, the results of a paddling administered by
her former owner, Any number of such cases could easily be cited. In many cases ne-
groes who left their homes during the war, and have been within our military lines, aud have
provided homes here for their families, goiug back to {;et their wives or children, have been driven
off and told they could unot have them, In several cases guards have been sent to aid peo-
ple in gotting their families, in many others it has been iinpracticablo, as the distance was too
great, In portions of the northern purt of this district the colored people are kept in sLA-
VERY still.  The white people tell them that they were free during the war, but the war is
now over, and they must go to work again as before, The reports from sub-commissioners
nearest that locality show that the blacks are in a much worse state than ever before, the
able-bodicd belng kept at work under the lash, and the young and infirm driven off to care
for themselves,

As to protection from the civil authorities, there is no such thing outside of this city. There
is not a ﬁxﬂtice of the peace or an{ other civil officer in the district, eight (8) counties, of
which I'have charge, that will listen to a complaint from a negro; and in the city, since the
adjudication of these cases has been turned over to the mayor, the abuse of and -impositions
upon negroes are increasing very visibly, for the reason that very little, if any, attention is
{:uid to any complaint of a negro against a white person. Negro testimony is admitted,

ut, judging from some of the decisions, it would scemn that it carries very little weight, In
several cases black witnesses have been refused on the ground that the testimony on the op-
posite side, white, could not be controverted, and it was useless to bring in black witnesses
uq?inst it. I enclose an affidavit taken on one snch case, In the mayor's court, cases in
which it iy practicable to impose a fine and thereby replenish the city treasury, are taken up
invariably, but cases where the parties have no money are very apt to pass unnoticed. One
more point, and a serious one, too, for the colored people, is, that in the collection of debts,
and a gireat many of & similar class of cases that are not tuken cugnizuuce of in the mayor's
court, they have to go through a regular civil procuss, necessitating the fecing of lawyers,
&c., whichis quite a burden on 4 people whose means are limited. These cases huve all formerly
been handled by an officer of this bureau, and without any expense to the parties for fees, &.c.

The prejudices of the citizens are very strong against the negro; he s considered to he de-
serving of the same treatment a mule gets, in many cases not as kind, ag it Is unprofituble
to kill or main a mule, but the breaking of the neck of the free negro is nobody’s loss ; aud
unless there is some means for meting out justice to these people that is surer und more fm-
partial thun these civil justice’s courts, run by moen whose minds aro rrcjmlicud and bitter
agsainat the negro, I would recommend, as an act of hwmanity, that the negroes "he mado
sluves again,

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. . WEBER,
Captain and Acting Ass't Com'r Freedmen's Bureaw' for Western Dist, Miss.
Colonel SAMUEL THOMAS,
Aas’t Com'r Bureau Freedmen, &c., Vicksburg, Miss.

No. 27.

OFFICE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER BUREAU REFUGEES, FRUELDMEN,
AND AIMNDUNE‘D LANDS FOR STATE OF MISSISSIPPI,
Vickshurg, Mississippi, September 28, 1865,

DeAR Sin: In accordance with Kom‘ reqnest, I write the fullowing letter, containing some
of my views on the subject to which you called my attention—a subject worthy of great con-
sideration, hecause s bud policy adopted now with reference to the administration of justice
?nd the establishment of courts in the south may lead to evils that wiil be irreparable in the
uture. '

You are aware that some time ago General Swayne, commissioner of the Freedmen's
Bureau for Alabama, constituted the civil officers of the provisional government of that State
commissioners of th¢ bureau for hearing and deciding all cases in which freedmon were
parties, provided no invidious distinctions in receiving testimony, punishment, &c., were
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made between blacks and whites. Governor Parsons, of Alabama, approved of the armlgr
nient, and urged the State officials tpwcomplf with the condition, and thus do away with the
necessity for military courts in connexion with ficedmen affairs, I have no doubt I could
bave induced the governor of Mississippi to take the same action had I thought it the policy
of the government, I was under the impression that General Swayne hid made & mistake,
and that he would defeat the vory objects for which the bureau was laboring. * I thought the
citizens were not to be trusted with freedmen affairs until they Nad given some.strong' evi-
dence that they were prepared to accept the great change in the condition of thé freedshen,
I had not the least idea that such a limited ¢ontrol as General Bwayne now has would accom-
{)lish what the authorities desired. The protection he gives freedmen under his oider ié so

imited, and will fall so far short of what the freedmen have a right to expect, that I did not
think of bringing the matter before the government, Late orders and instructions from tho
President convince me that I was mistaken, and that the trial is to be made.

I have issued an order in accordance with these instructions, which I append:

[General Orders No. 8.]

Bunrau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Office Ass't Conirr:ssioner for State of Miss., Vicksburg, Miss., September 20, 1865,
The following extracts from Circular No. 6, current serics, Bureau Refugoes, Freedmen,
and Ahandoned Lands, and General Orders No. 10, current series, headquarters department

of Mississippl, in reference to the same, ure hereby republished for the guiduuce of officers
of this bureau: ’

{ ‘¢ Circular No. 5.)

“WAR DEPARTMENT,
‘' Burcau Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, Washington, May 30, 1865,

“RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS.

[ * » » » » » ] L4 » L4 »

“YII Inall places where there is an Interruption of civil law, or in which local courts,
by reason of old codes, in violation of the freedom guaranteed by the proclamation of the
President nud laws of Congress, disregard the negro’s right to justice ‘mfure the laws, in
not allowing him to glve testimony, the control of ull subjects relating to refugees and freed-
men being committeﬁ to this bureau, the sssistant commissioners will adjudlcate, cither them-
selves or through officers of their appointment, all difficulties arising betweon negroes and
whites or Indians, except those in military soervice, so far as recognizable by mﬁ{ta au-
thority, and not taken cognizauce of by the other tribunals, civil or military, of the lz:itcd

States.
“0, 0. HOWARD, Major General,
“ Commissioner Burcau of Refugees, Freedmem, &ec.

“ Approved June 2, 1865, “ ANDREW JOHNSON
‘' President of the United States.”

[**General Orders No, 10,]

“HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF MISsissipri,
‘ " Vicksburg, Mississippi, August 3, 1865,

[} » » v » ] * [ " » *

“VIL 'This order, (Chiotlar No. b, paragraph VII, Bureau Refugees, Freedmen, aud’
Abandoned Lunds,) howevar, must not he so construed as to give tho colored man immu-
nities not accorded to other persons, If he is charged with the violation of uny law of the
State, or un orvdinanco of any city, for which offence tho same penalty is imposed upon white
persons as upon black, and if courts grant to him the same privileges us aro accorded to
white men, no interference on the part of the military authorities will be permitted.  Several
instancos havo recontly been reported in which military officers, clalining to act under the
suthority of the order sbove mentioned, have taken from the custody of the civil authorities
negroes arrested for theft and other misdemeanors, oven in cases where the courts were willing
to coneede to them the same 'prlvileg(m as are granted to white persons, These officers have
not heen governed by the apirit of the ordoer, The ohject of the Fovurnmout is not to screen
this class from just punishment-——not to encourage in them the idea that they can be guilty
of crime nnd escape its penalties, but simply to secure to thom the rights of ficomen, holding
them, at tl:e samo *ﬂum, sl’l‘bj(ict to the same laws J)y whi(-;h other ::lasws are guv«;ruod.

» L]

L

** By order of Mujor General Slocum "3, WARREN MILLEL
. ] 2iad g.
’ ** Assistant Adjvtant General.”
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In accordance with this order, where the judicial officers and magistrates of the provisional
overnment of this State will take for their mode’of iprocedure the luws now in force in this
tate, except so far as those laws make a distinction on account of color, and allow the

negroes the same rights and'privileges as are accorded to white mer. before their courts, officers
of this bureau will not interfere with such tribunals, but give them every assistance possible
in the'discharge’of their duties.

In cities or counties where mayou;-}iudicial officers, and magistrates will asaumothe duties
of tho'admiuistration of justice to the freedmen, in accordance with paragraph VII, Circular
No. 5, issued from the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lunds, and approved
by the President, and will signify their willingness to comply with this request by a written
acceptance addressed to the agsistant commissioner for the State, no freedmen courts will be
established, and those that may now be in existence in such localitics will be closed.

1t is expected that the officers of this bureau will heartily co-operate with the State officials
in c;?]tu(;)lishing law aud order, end that all conflict of authority and jurisdiction will be
avolded,

By order of Colonel 8amuel Thomas, assistant commissioner Freedmen's Bureau for State

of Mississippi,
STUART ELDRIDGE,
Lieutenant, Acting Assistant Adjutart General,

I have written to Governor Bharkey, and explained to him how this order can be put in
force in this State, and will do all I ¢an to secure its success, and to ald the civil authorities
to discharge thelr duties, I presume the legislature of this State, which is to meet in Qctober,
will take up this niatter immediately, and arrange some plan by which the State authorities
can take complete charge of freedmen affairs, and rolieve the officers of this burcau, There
is a jealousy of United States officers existing amon%r the State officials that makes it disa-
greeable to perform any duty which Is liable to conflict with thelr authority.

When Goeneral Howurd's Circular No. b wus issued, I thought it wag the intentlon that
military courts should be establishied for the purposc of takiug the administration of justice
-among the freedmen out of the hands of their old masters, aud placing it under tho control
of their friends for a short time—until the citizens of the south wore raconciled to the change,
aud until their feeling of hatred for their former slaves had abated; that a complete restora-
tion of rights, privileges, and property was to come after a period of probation, in which
they should give some evidence of their chunged feelings. 1 have thought much on this
subject, have watched the dovelopment of feeling among the southern people, und am satisfied
that the time for such a restoration hus not yet arrived,

The order of (fenernl Swayne and the proclamation of General Parsons are unexception-
able in form, If justice to the freedmen ‘can be secured by the meaus indicated in these doc-
uments, and if the process bo not too expensive, and it ruinous delays be not allowed, then,
it may be, all this movement will be good, But it scems to me that so delicate a matter
cannot be smoothly managed in the present temper of Mississippl,

I am aware that jt is the policy of the government ; that we must trust these people some
time; that the establishment of the Freedman's Burcau is (us soon us martinl law is with.
drawn) a violation of the spirit both of the State and federal constitutions ; that the officers
of the burcau have no interest in common with the white citizons of the State, and that the
bureau is an immense expense to the general govermment, which should be ubolished as
soon a8 compatible with the i)ublic interest, '

Yet, I feel that we are in honor hound to secure to the helpless people wo huve liberated
a ‘““republican form of government,” und that we betray our trust when we hand thess
freed people over to their old masters to he persecuted und toreed to live aud work nccordlug
to.their peculinr southorn idens, It scems to me that we are forgetting the hielpless an

oor in our desiro to agsist our subjugated enomies, and that.we are more desivous of show-
ng ourselves to be a great and maguanimous nation than of protecting the people who
have assisted us by arms, and who turned the scale of battle in our fuvor.  We certainly
commit a wrong, if, while restoring these communitics to all thetr former priviloges us
States, we sacrifice onoe jot or tittle of the rights and ltherties of the freedmen.

The mayor of thiy city has had complete churge of all municipal affalrs sinco the lssue
of General Slocun's Order 10, (quoted in the order I have before given,) He has been com-

lled to admit negro testimony b( the provisions of that order, In cuses that come before

im, whon it is necessary to admit it he goes through the form of receiving it, but I have
yot to hear of one instanco whore such evidenco affected his decision. ‘T'ho tostimony of
one white man outweighs (practically) that of any dozen freedmen,

The admixsion of negro testimony will never secure the freedmen justico hofore the courts
of this State us long as that testimony s considered valueless by the judges and juries who
hear it, It is of no consequence what the luw may be if'the majority be not inclined to have
it executed, A negro might bring a suit beforo a magistrate and have colored witnossos
examined in his bcﬁulf, uccording to provisions of genersl orders and United States law, and

et the projudices of the community render it impossible for him to procure justice. The
jyudge wonl’d claim the right to decide whether the testimony was credible, and among the
nelghbors that would surround him, in many places, he would be bold, indeed, if ho be
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lieved the sworn evidence of a negro when confronted by the-simple assertion or opposed
even to'the interest of a white man. I recently heard a circle of Mississippians conversing
on this subject. Their conclusion was, that they would make no objection to the admission
of negro testimony, because *‘ no southern man would believe a nigger if he had the dammed
impudence to testify contrary to the statement of & white man.” I verily believe that in
many places a colored man would refuse, frew fear of death, to make a complaint againat a
white man before a Btate tribunal if there were no efficient military protection at hand.

Wherever I go—the street, the shor, the house, the hotel, or the steamboat—I hear the
people talk in such & way as to indicate that they are yet unable to concelve of the negro
as possessinf any rights at all, Men who are honorable in their dealings with their white
neighbors will cheat a nogro without feeling a single twinge of their honor, , To'kill a negro
they do not deem murder; to debauch a negro woman they do not think fornication ; to
take the property away from a negro they do not consider robbery. The people boast that
when they get freedmen affairs in their own hands, to use their own classic expression, ‘*the
ni ;.;‘ers will catch hell,

o reason of all this is simple and manifest, The whites esteem the blacks their prop-
erty by natural! right, and howevér much they may admit that the individual relations of
wasters and slaves have been destroyed by the war and by the President's emaucipation
proclamation, they still have an ingraine feelinithat the blacks at large belong to the
whites at large, and whenever opportunity serves they treat the colored people juust as their
profit, caprice or passion may dictate,

Justice from -tribunals made up among such people Is impossible. Here and there is a
fair and just man. One in a hundred, perhaps, sees the good policy of justice; but these
are so few that they will not, at present, guide public sentiment, Other States may, in
this',n;latter, be in advance of Mississippi; I suspect they are, If justice is possible, I feel
sure they are. -

I fear such tribunals would be very expensive for the poor freedmen, Fees ate heavy in
tiis 8tate. Unless they can get justice inexpensively, we might as well deny them.all
remedy before courts at once. %ndeed, I think that would be rather more merciful tham
arrangement proposed, as they would then trust nobody, and would be less defrauded, Long
delays in the course of procctﬂxre would be ruinous to most of them, How could a.freed-
man; appesl a suit for wages, or respond adequately to an appeal, when he is starving for
want of the very wages which are withheld from him?

It may be claimed that officers of tho bureau can watch such cases and seo that justice ia
done the freedmen. I say they cannot do it, Political power is aﬁainst him, and will de-
stroy any officer who fearlessly does his duty in this way, He will be charged with inter-
ference with the civil authority, with violating some counstitution or some code; his acts will
be 8o twisted and contorted before they reach Washington, that he will get nothing for his
pains but censure and dismissal, i

I can sa{ without fear of contradiction, that there has not occurred one inastance of inter-
forence with civil authorities on the part of military officers in this State, unless they
saw first that every law of justice was violated to’ such an extent as to arouse the indignar
tion of any man born in a country where hwnan beings have an equal right to justice hefore
the tribunals of the land, Yet, if I am not mistaken, there is a growing impression, sup-
ported by this sane political power in the south, thatthe officers in this State are tyrannical,
meddlesome, and disposed to thwart the faithful efforts of the noble white people to reorgan-
ganlze the State, .

Many delegations of the citizens of this State have visited Washington for the Amrpose of
getting their property returned, or of obtaining some other favoer. They, in order to ac-
complish their desire, mgresont the feeling of their friends at home as very cordially dis-
pused toward the Unlted States government, and say that they all acquiesce in the freedom
of the negroes. A little examinution into the condition of affairs i this State will show
that this is not tho case, and that what the people do is only done in order that they may
he restored to power so us to change theirectlon in which affalrs are tending, I am
afraid the profuse loyalty of tho delegations to Washington is belng taken as the sentimont
of the masses, and ls directing legislation and policy.

It is idlo to talk about theso people working out:this negro problem, People who will
not admit that it Is best, or even right, to educste the freedmen, are not the proper persons to
be intrusted with the administration of justico to them, I have no hesliation in saying,
that if' the question of educating the colored people were to-day submitted to the whites of
this State, they would vote agninat it in u hody, ~ Nine-tenths of the educated aund refined
cluss, who are ﬁue)posud to have highor and nobler feelings, wounld vote against it.

I huve been called on by persons of this class, and asked to suppress the religlous meet-
inFn among the colored people becauss they made so much noise; When 1 remonstrate
with them and talk of religious freedom, and of the right of all to worship Goed in the manner
most suited to thelr convictions of right, these gentlemen hold up their hauds ln horror at the
idea,  Whut would mugistrates selected from these people do in reference to such complaints ?
Buppress the meeting, of course,

Ex. Doc, 2—4.
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A similar and much stronger prejudice exista against the establishment of schools for the
negro's beuefit. If federal bayonets were to-day removed from our midst, not a colored
school would be permitted in the State. The teachers, perhups, would not be tarred and
feathered and bung, as they would have beon in old times, but ways and means innumerable
would present themselves by which tv drive them out,

The white citizens both of Vicksburg aud Natchez have requested me not to establish
freedmen schools inside their citr limits, yet over one-half the poyulation of these cities is
composed of freed people—the class who are doing the work, to ling all day in the sun,
while the white employers are reaping the benefit of their labor through superior knowledge,
and are occupying their elegant leisure by talking and writing conatantly about the demoral-
ization of négro, lubor—that the negro won't work, &e, -

1t is nonsense to talk so 'much about plans for getting the negroes towork, They donow,
and always have done, all the physical labor of the south, and if treated as they should be
by their government, (which is so snxious to be magnanimous to the white people of this
country, who never did work and never will,) they will continue to do so, ho are the
workmen in these fields7 Who are hauling the cotton to market, driving hucks and drazs
in the clties, repairing streets and railroads, cutting‘timber, and in every place ralsing the
hum of industry 1 e freedmen, not the rebel soldlery. The southern winte men, true to
their instincts and training, are going to Mexico or Byazil, or talk of importing laber in the
shape of Coolies, Irishmen—anythinf——anything to avoid work, any way to keep from put-
tin’F their own shoulders to the wheel,

he mass of the.frecdmen can and will support themselves by labor. They need nothing
but justice before the courts of the land, impartial judges and .Luries, to encourage them in
well-doing, or punish them for the violation of just laws, a chance to own the land and
property they can honestly obtain, the free exercise of their right to worship (ied and edu-
cate themselves, and—Ilet them ulone,

The delegates to Wushington think that it is their duty, peculiarly, to sce the Piesident

.arrange the affairs of the negro, Why don't they attend to thelr own business, or make
gements for the working of the dishanded rebel army in the cotton ficlds and workshops
of the south? There are to-day as many houseless, homeless, poor, wandering, idle white .
men here as there are negroes in the same condition, yet no arrangements are iade for their
working, All the trickery, chicanery and political power possible are being brought to bear
on the poor negro, to make him do ti}n'e harff labor for the whites, as in days of old.

To this end the muas of the people are instinctively working, They steadily refuse to sell
or lease lands to black men, Colored mechanics of this city, who have made several thousand
dollars during the last two years, find it fmpossible to buy even land enough to put up a
house on, yet white men can purchase any amount of land. The whites know that it negroes
are not allowed to acquire pruperty or become landholders, they must uliimately return to
plantation labor, and work for wages that will barely support themselves and families, and
the; fecl that this kind of slavery will be better than none at all,

People who will do these things, after such a war, and so much misery, while fedoral bay-
onets are yet around them, are not to be’ intrusted with the education and development of &
race of slaves just liberated,

I have made this letter longer than it should have been, and may have taxed your patience,
yot I do not see how I could have said less, and expressed my views on the subject.

I am, goneral, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. SAMUEL THOMAS,
Colonel, Assistant Commissioner B, R. I, and 4. L.
Jor Mississippi and N, E. Louisiana,
General CARL SCHURZ, :

[

No. 28.

. MOBILE, ALABAMA, September 9, 1865,
Colonel George D, Robinson, 97th United States colored troops, states as follows:

I was sent out to Connecuh, Covington, Coffee, Dale, and Heury counties, to administer
the amnesty oath, I wus at Covington myself, having officers under my orders stationed in
the othor four counties. I travelled through Conneculr and Covington; about the other
counties I have reports from my officers, general disposition was found among the plant.
ers to set the colored people who had cultivated their crops dwiing the summer advift as
soon as the crops would be secured, and not to permit the negro to remain upon any footing
of equality with the wlite man in that country,

In none of the shove-named counties I heard of a justice of the peace or other magistrate
dischargiug the duties of sn agent of the Freedmen’s Bureau, nor did I hear of any of them
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willing to do so. I deem it necessary that some officers be sent out there to attend to the
interests of the freedmen, in order to avoid the trouble ar.d confusion which is almost certain
to ensue unless the matter is attended to and regulated.
I returued from Covington yesterday, September 8,
GEO. D. ROBINSON,
- Colonel 97th United States Infuntry,

No. 29.

Memorandum of a conversation between William King, esq., of Savannah, and Carl Schurz.

SAVANNAH, July 31, 1865,

~ Question by Mr, S8churz. What are the ideas of the people in this State as to the futuredvr+
ganization of your labor system ? ,

Answer, Itis generally conceded that slavery {s dead, but it is believed that the ne?io
will not work unless compelled to.  Money is no inducement that will incite him to work,, He
works for comfort, that is, he wants to gain something and then enjoy it imwediately after-
wards, He has no idea of the binding force of & contract, and it is questionable whether he
ever will have,

p i(lzuestiou. S0 you consider the contract system, as it is now introduced here and there, a
allure, '

Aunswer, In a number of cases that I know of it is & fuilure. The negroes are not doin
the work they have contracted for, I know other cases in which they have remained wit
their former masters, work well, and produce fair crops,

Question. In what maunner, then, can, in your opinion, the free-labor system be made to
work here?

Answer, The negro must be kept in a state of tutelage, likea minor,  For instance, he me
be permitted to frecly choose the 1:aster for whom he wants to work; he muay bind hiwself
for a year, and, for all practical purposes, the master must act ns his guardinn,

Question. You think, then, something more is necessury than a mere contract system
by which the negro is only held to fulfil his contract?

Answor, Yes, ‘T'he negro ought to be held in the position of & ward,

Question, Do you not think the negro ought to be educated, and do you believe the peo-
ple (;f this State would tax themselves for the purpose of establishing a general system of ed-
ucation?

Answer, I think it would be well to have the negro educated, but I do not think-the peo-
ple of this State would tax themselves for such a purpose, The people are too poor and have
too many other things to take care of,  We have to look for that to the peopls of thé North,
The North having freed the negroes, ought to sec to It that they be elevated, Besldes, the
poor whites are not in favor of gencral education at all, 'They arethemselves very ignorant,
and look upon education ug something dungerous, For thom we must haven systeny of com-
pulsory education, or we cannot get thom to send their children to school. A good many of
the Hardshell Baptists ammong them look upon school-teachers as the emissaries of tlle devil,

Question, How far do you think the people of' this State would be prepared to grant the
negro equality before the lawt  Would they, for instance, give him the right to testify in
courts of justico against white men?

Aus;\'or. I think not.  Itis generally believed that the negro has no ides of the sanclity of
an oath, ’

Question. Do you not think such disabilities would place the negro under such disadvan-
tage in the race of life as to deprive him of a fair chance? )

Auswer, This 1 the dilemma, in my opinion: cither we admit the negro's testimony in
conrts of justice, and then our highest interests are placed at the morey of a class of poople
who cannot be relied on when testifying under oath 3 or we deny the negro that right, and
then he will not be in & position to properly defond his own interests, aud will be o down-
trodden, miserable ereature, o

Question, Do younot think vagraney laws and police regulations might be enactédd, equally
applicable to whites und blacks, which might obviate most of the dificulties you suggest as
arising from the unwillingness of the negro to work?

Answer, Perhaps they might; but the whites would not agree to that, The poor whites.
hate and arejjealous of the negro, and the politicians will try and please the whites so as to
get thelr votes,

Question, Do you think it would he advisable to withdraw our military forces from the
State if the civil government be restored at an early dato?

Angwer, It would not be safe, ‘I'here are agreat many bad characters in the country who
would make it for some time unsafe for known Union people, and for northencrs who may
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settle down here, to live in this country without the protection of the military. The mere
presence of garrisons will prevent much mischief. The presence of the military is also ne
cessary to maintain the peace between the whites and blacks, and it will be necessary until
their relutions are settled upon a permanent and satisfactory basis.

This memorandum was read by me to Mr, King and approved by him as a correct repro-
duction of the views he had expressed. )
C. SCHURZ.

No. 30.

What the planter wants before he embarks his capital and time in the attc;rwpl to cultivate anoth-
er crop.—Suggestions submitted by a committee at a meeting of planters, November 24, 1864,

First,—Ahove aill, he wants an undoubted guarantee that the labor and teams, corn and
huy, with which he begins the cultivation of another crop shall be secured to him for at least
twelve months. From past experience, we know that, to be reliable, this guarantee must
come from the government at V\}ashington.

Second, —Some mode of compelling laborers to perform ten (10) hours of faithful labor in
each twenty-four hours, (Sundays excepted, ) and strict obedience of all orders. This may be
partially attained by a graduated system of tines, deduction of time or wages, deduction of
rations of all kinds in proportion to time lost, rigidly enforced. But in obstinate cases it
can only be done by corporal punishments, such as are inflicted in the army and navy of the
United States,  In light cases of disobedience of orders and non-performance of duty the
employer should impose fines, &e.  The corporal punishent should be inflicted by officers
appointed by the superintendent of * eolored labor,” who might, from time to time, visit each
plantation in & parish, and ascertain whether the leborer was satisfied with his treatment,
and whether he performed his part of the contract, snd thus the officer would gualify himself
hy his own information to correct any abuse that might exist, and award equal justice to
each party,  The plan of sending off refractory laborers to work on government plantations
is worse than useless. A planter always plants as much land as he believes he has labor to
cultivate efficiently, neither more nor less.  If less, a portion of his lnborers are idle a part of
their time; if more, his crops must sutfer from the want of proper cultivation, If thie laborers
do not work faithfully, and their work is not judiciously directed, either from want of skill
on the part of him who directs the labor, or from the refusal or failure of the laborers from
any cause to do the work as it ought to be done, the crops must suffer. If, then, a portion
of labor necessary to cultivate a certain amount of land is abstracted by sending it to work
anywhere else, the crop must fuil in proportion to the amount of labor abstructed. 1t must
therefure be apparent to all that the amount of prompt, faithful, and well-dirceted labor, ne.
cessary to cultivate a given quantity of land efliciently, must he available at all times, when
the cultivator decmns it necessary, or the crops must necessarily, to a greater or lesg extent,
prove a failure, N

Third.—The rate of wages shonld be fixed—above which no one should be allowed to go.
There should be at least four classes of hands, both male and female,  If the laborer should
be furnished, as this year, 1864, with clothing, shoes, rations, houses, wood, medicine, &e.,
the plauter cannot afford to pay any more wages than this year, and to some hands not so
much.  Wages should not be paid oftener than once a quarter.  As long a3 a negro has
-4 dime in his pocket he will go every Saturday to some store or town,  Besides, it the men
haye money once a month they are conatantly corrupting the women, who will not work be
cause they expect to get money of the men,  If the laborers are to pay for all their supplies,
-some think higher wages conld he paid; but it would be necessary to require the negro tosup-
ply himself with at least two suits of clothes, one pair of shoes, n hat, and fonr pounds of
pork or bacon, one reck of corn meal & week, vegetables at least twice a weck, for a first-
cluss hand,  The laborer should pay for his medicine, medical attendance, nursing, &c.;
also, houde rent, $5 a month, water inclided ; wood at §2 a cord in the tree, or $4 u cord cut
and delivered.  Instead of money, each employer should be required to puy once s week in
tickets issued and signed by himselt or agent, not transferable to any one off the premises of
him who issues them, redeemahle by the issuer quarterly in current funds, and to La received
by him in the purchase of goods, provisions, &c., which he sold at current prices,

Fourth.—A law to punish most severely any one who endeavors, by offering higher wages,
gifts, perquisites, &e., &e., to induce n negro to leave his employer before the expiration of
the tevm tor which he has engaged to Inbor without the consent of said employer.

Fifth,—Wages to be quarterly,  One-half to be retained to the end of the year, unless it
8 found that more than half is required to maintain & man and his famnily,
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Sixzth,-—Lost time to be deducted from wages daily; fines to be charged daily ; rations, of
a{{ l(;inds, to be docked in proportion to the time lost during the week, if rations are to be sup-
plied,

Seventh.—Fines to be imposed for disobedience of any orders,

Eighth.—Durini sugar-making the laborer should be required to work at night as well as
during the day. For night-work he might he allowed dmﬁ)le wages for the time he works.

Ninth.—The negroes should not be allowed to go from one plantation to another without
the written permit of their employer, nor should they be allowed to go to any town or store
without written permission, A

Tenth,—That the laborers should be required to have their meals cooked in a common
kitchen by the pluntation cooks, as heretofore, At present each family cook for themselves.
If there be twenty-five houses on a plantation worked by one hundred hands, there are
lighted, three times every day, winter and summer, for the purpose of cooking, twenty-five
(25) fires, iustead of one or two, which are quite a8 many as ave necessary. To attend these
twenty-five fires there must be twenty-five cooks, The extravagance in wood and the loss
of time by this mode must be apparent to all. Making the negroes pay for the wood they
burn, and for fencing lumber of uny kind, would have a4 tendency to stop this extravagant
mode of doing business. They should also be fined heavily or suffer some kind of corporal
punishment for burning staves, hoop-poles, shingles, plank, spokes, &c., which they now
constantly do. .

Eleventh.-——None but regularly ordained ministers should be allowed to preach. At pres-
ent on every plantation there are a number of preachers. Frequent meetings are held at
night, continuing from-7 or 8 p. m. untit 1 or £ o’clock a. m. The day after one of these
long meetings many of the laborers are unfit to labor; neither are the morals of the negroes
improved by these late meetings, nor the health, The night meetings should break up at 10
p. m., and there should be but one a week on a plantation. Some o%the preachers privately
promulgate the most ilmmoral doctrines.

Twelfth,—A police guard or patro! should be established under the control of the superin-
tendent of free labor, whose duty it shall be, under their officers. to enforce the rules aud reg-
ulations that the superintendent of free labor may think best to adopt for the government of
the laborers and their families on plantations and in private families,

Thirteenth.—The laborors are at present extremrely careless of the teams, carts, wagons,
gear, tools, and material of all kinds put in their possession, and should therefore be Leld ac-
countable for the same. Parents should be held liable for things stolen or destroyed by their
children not over twelve years of age. -

Fourteenth,—Y¥oremen should be fined whenever they fail to report any of the laborers un-
der them who disobey orders of any kind. 'The foreman at the stable should be required
especially to report neglect or ill treatment of teams by their drivers, and he should be held
liable for all tools and halters, &c., put in the stable.

Fifteenth.—The unauthorized purchase of clothing or other property by laborers, or others
domesticated on plantations, should be severely punished, and so should the sale by laborers
or others domesticated on plantations of plantativn products without a written permission be
punished by fine, imprisonment, and obstinate cases by corporal punishment. The sale or
furnishing of intoxicating liquor of uny kind to laborers or others domesticated on plantations
should be severely punished,

Sizteenth,—The possession of arms or other dangerous weapons without authority should
be punished by fine or imprisonment and the arms forfeited.

. Seventeenth,—No one, white or colored, with or without passes, should have authority to go
into a quarter without permission of the proprietor of suid quarter,  Should any insist upon
going in, or be found in a quarter without permission of the proprictor, he should be arrested
atonce by the proprietor,

Eighteenth.—Fighting and quarrelling should be prohibited under severe penalties, espe-
cially husbands whipping their wives,

Nineteenth,—Laborers and all other persons domesticated on plantations or elsewhere should
be required to bo respectful in tone, manner, and language to their employers, aud proprie-
tors of the plantations or places on which they reside, or be fined and imprisoned.

Twenticth.—The whole study, aim, and object of the negro laborer now is how to avoid
work and yet have a claim for wages, rations, clothes, &e.

No. 31.

O4AK FOREST, NEAR TIGERVILLE STATION,
N. 0. and O. Railroad, December 1, 1864,

DEAR SIR: Tho earnest desire you have manifested to make the negro laborer under the
new order of things successtul, makes me the more disposed to offer every assistance in my
power to that end.” I bave no prejudices to overcome; I would do the blacks ull the good

in my power consistently with their welfure and the welfare of the country; I owe them no
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ill will, but I am well satisfied that it will demand the highest skill and the largest experi-
ence combined to make the new system work successfully, when hitherto all ot%;ers, inclu-
ding-our own two years’ experience, have signally failed.” No namby-pamby measures will
do. We may have more psalm singing, more night preachipg,Tgreater excesses in the out-
ward manifestution of religion, but” depend upon it there will he less true morality, less
order, less truthfulness, less honest industry, Itis not the experiment of a few only, or of a
day, but of an institution, if anything, for millions; the mixing in industrial agsociation of
separate races hitherto distinet; of systems fundamentally changed and not of mere individ-
uals, and the man who does not rise to the height of the great argument fails before he starts.
It isnot to listen to babblers, to professional philanthropists, to quacks and demagogues: it
demands n manly, masculine, vigorous exercise of executive power, adapted to the circum-
stances of the case. Nobody-is absolutely free, white or black. I have been a slave all my
life; you have been the same. We were subject to discipline from childhood, and the ne-
gro as well, and must continue to be subject to wholesome restraints all of us. ‘

It is well to consider that the measures of the government have rendered labor scarce. It
would be safe tosay there is not half a supply; that every sort of inducement will be held
out to get Inbor away from present situations; that the imclination of all who are unincum-
bered is to get to the city and its neighborhood. Every planter has some alrcady there, living
most unprofitably, I have halfa dozen, some under the agreement of the present year. Con-
centration is the order of the day, and none but those who can command the largest sum of
money will be able to carry on plantations with any hope of success. I take leave to add
somo suggestions, believing you will receive them with the same friendly spirit in which they
are offered. I am still surrounded by my own servants, and would like to see the system so’
grdered that they would still find it to their advantago to remain in their present comfortable

omes,

Wages, rules, and regulations should be fixed and uniform ; nothing left to discretion.

A penalty should be inflicted on ¢very employer who deviates from the established rates,
mazimum rates,

No field crops should be raised by hired laborers. The evils attending this are numerous
and insurmountable.

Wages should be extremely moderate on account of the unsteadiness of labor and exceed-
ing uncertainty of crops of all sorts, but especially of cane and cotton,

Cooking for hands should be confined absolutely to one kitchen, and a charge made for all
wood taken to their houses; a certamn supply should be allowed, and no additional quantity
permitted at any price : otherwise no plantation can long stand the enormous, wasteful con-
sumption of fuel.

All necessary expenditures for the blacks, old as well as young, should be borne by them-
selves. ‘White laborers are all liable to such charges, and why not wasteful and inprovident
blacks? They should be early taught the value of what they consume a3 well ag the other
costs of living,

About keeping stock the rule should be absolute.

No travelling about, day or night, withouta written sanction from the proper person. The
violation of this order by a commanding officer has brought the smali-pox on my place and
already eight grown hands have died with it, and there are not less than twenty invalids be-
sides; this is one of the evils.

Medicine and professional attendance a chargo to the patient, as well as all educational
arrangements.

Every ploughman or woman, and teamster, to be obliged to feed and curry his or her team
once at least every day.

Payments beyond proper and prescribed supplies to be small, the smaller the better, and
still better if withheld till the crop is made and saved; but settlements by tickets should be
made weekly. (A sharo in the crop is the best for both parties.) I do not perceive the utility
of **home colonies;” they belong to the class of theories more than anything else. Families
should be kept together and at tho **homes” to which they have been accustomed, if' possi-
ble, and made to support themselves, all who are able to do so. At present there are many
who will not do this hecause they are made a charge on the master or employer.  Vagrants
should be punished ; work is a necessity. But I only put down u few purtncufurs to impress
upon your mind as they occur to me. .

I know the difficult task you have undertaken. Yon have a giant to manage, and you will
have to exercise a giant’s strength, You have no less than to revise the teachings of all past
history. You have to accomplish what has never heen accomplished before. Neither in the
east nor in the west has the African been found to work veluntarily 3 but the experiment is
tobe tried anew in this country, and 1 shall lend my assistance, whatever it is, to help on in
the road to suceess, if that be possible. 1 have tried it two years under tho military without
success, or the prospect of it. If, however, I can in any way assist you to gain the meed of
success, both my own interest and my kind feelings towards you combine to prompt meto re-
newed Ieﬁ'orm in the cuuse,

remain, very respectfully and truly, yours,
yrew d »7 T. GIBSON.
Hon, B. F. FLANDERS,



CONDITION OFf THE SOUTH. 87

P, 8.—The great desideratum in obtaining labor from free blacks is its enforcement. How
is this to be done? Formerly the known authority possessed by the master over the slave,
revented in a great degree the exercise of it. The knowledge now, on the part of the
glacks, that the military authority has forbidden any authority over them, increases the very
necessity of the power which is forbidden, This is palpable to any one who sees with an
experienced cye for a day. There can necessarily be no order, day or night, no fidelity, no
morality, no industry. It i3 so, speculate and theorize as we may. I wish it were different;
it is & great pity to witness these deplorable effects,

Disease is scattered broadeast; my own stock has been for some tima consumed, except

- & few wilch cows.  The sugar from the sugar-houses has been sold in quantities in every di-
rection. The cotton of one plantation has been sold to the extent of half' the crop to a white
man, and only by the merest accident discovered in time to be detected. My neighbor's
hogs have been taken from the pen, killed and brought home for consumption ; Kis cattle the
same. These things are within my knowledge by the merest accident, but there is absolutely
no remedy, because their testimony is as good, if not better than mine, and this they know
perfectly well. 1In a case of sugar-selling, I had the oath of a disinterested white man to
the fact, and the black and white man identified by the witness, 'When this witness was
through with his testimony, the negro man, the interested party, the accused himself, was
called up by the provost marshal, and of course he swore himselt innocent, and so he was
cleured. 1In the case of the cotton not a negro can bhe brought to confess, notwithstanding
the confession of the white man snd the surrender of the cotton. How, then, can good order,
good morals and honest industry be maintained when immunity from punishment is patent
to their understandings ?

I know no remedy adequate to the civenmstances but an always present power to enforce
law and order, and this now requires the constant presence of the bayonet—Whieh is the
best, & regular military government, or the quiet, humane exercise of justso much authority
as the case demands, by the master, who has every otive, human and divine, to exercise
humanity and protect his slave from injustice and injury ?

The past, or rather the present year, we had nothing but blank orders, aud these are of
no avail whatever without enforcement ; und this brings us back to the starting-point again,
and the bayonet again, and so it is to the end of the chapter. Moral suasion will not do for
whites who have had freedom as an inheritance, and education within their reach, How
then can it be expected that he who has been predestined by the Almighty to bes servant of
servants all the days of’ his life, shall be capable of at once rising to motives of human con-
duct higher than those possessed by the white man?

All that my reason teaches and the experience I have had, and the history I have read,
bring me to the same conclusion : you must utterly fail unless you add the stimulus of cor-
poral punishment to the admonitions of the law ; but as this would be somewhatinconsistent
with the frecdom which our solons_have deereed, I must only confess iy inability to pre-
seribe the orthodox remedies according to the received dogmas from the inspired sources of
knowledge at the north above all the lessons I have learned heretofore, and entirely above
everything I expect to learn herecafter,

¥

No. 32,

FREEDMEN'S BUREAT,
Shreveport, La., August 1, 1865,

Sir: At-the date of my last monthly report, (July 2d,) the free-labor system in western
Louisiana was an experiment,  No coutracts between the planters and freedmen had then
been entered into, and the difficulties to be met with and overcome by the contracting parties
were new to each.  The herculean task of removing the objections which the freedmen of-
fered to signing a *“ contract,” and of cradicating the prejudico existing among-the planters
against countenancing the employment upon their plantations as frce men of those whom
they had so long und firmly held in bondage, devolved upou the agents of the bureau,

The ohjection presented by the freedmen consisted chiefly in the fuct that they had »o con-
Sidence whatever in the word of their ** old masters.”  Said they, in substunce, ** We cannot
trust the power that has never accorded us any privileges,  Our former oppessors show by
their nctions that they would sooner retard than advance our prosperity.” While in niue
cases out of ten the freedmen eagerly and readily aceeded to fair terms for their labor when
the matter was explained by a government agont, exactly in the same ratio did they refuse
to listen to any proposition made by the planter alone, - .

Their vendiness to comprehend their situation and to enter into an agreement to work when
eulightened by an agent of the bureau, or, in exceptional cases, when the planters sought in
n kind and philanthropic s‘»iril to explain to them their relations to socicty and the goveru-
ment, is conclusive proof that the disposition to be idle formed no part of the reuson for their
refusing to contraet with their former masters,
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With these facts in view, it will be readily perceived that the only feasible mode of success
was to send agents into the ‘country to visit every plauntation, This was undertaken; but
with no funds to procure the serviees of assistants, and with the difficulty of obtaining the
right class of men for these positions from the army, the progress made has not been as rapid
or the work as effectual as it would have been under more favorable circumstances.  Partial
returns have been received, as fullows:

From Bienville parish .. ... ..o i 248 contracts.
** Bossier parish ..... @t et e eeee et e bi e, 14 “
“ Caddoparish................. ... e e e ecee i ereaiaaa 172 o
T4 DeSoto parish c.een i i e v 146 ¢
¢ Marion county, TeXa8 .. ocneeeenin ittt i e e 2006 ¢
Total received...... e eee et eiiiteee e i seaeaeereeisaaa et 886 ¢

Returns are yet to be received from the parishes of Claiborne, Natchitoches, Winn and Sa-
bine, and from Harrison county, Texas, These will all be given in by the 15th inst., and I
shall then be able to determine the exact number employed upon each plantation and labor-
ing under the new system, Reguarding the average number employed upon each plantation
in the parish of Caddo as a busis for an estimate, the returned rolls will foot up a list of 7,083
names, and the whole number of frecdmén contracted with during the month of July in the
district under my supervision will not probably exceed 20,000, or fall short of 15,000,

During the month a sufficient length of time has elapsed to render judgment to a certain
extent upon the workings of the new system. That it has not satisfied a majority of the

lanters is a conclusion which, from their disposition at first, was evident would be arrived
at. That the freedmen have accepted the arrangements devised by the government for their
protection so readily aud have worked so faithfully, is & matter for congratulation,

The planters at first expected that, though the power to *‘ control” the persons of the la-
borers had been torn from them by the stern requirements of war, the agents of the bureau
would, through the military, confine the negro to their plantations and compel him to labor fur
them., Inthis way it was thought that the same régime ns pursued in times ot slavery conld
be kept up, and it was this idea which prompted a planter, noted for his frankness, to re-
mark *‘ that the people of the south desired the government to continue this supervision for a
term of years.”” Finding that their ideas of the policy of the government were erroneous,
and that tney conld not exercise this ** controlling power” either directly or indirectly, and
that the freedman was to be placed, as nearly as the circumstances ;1rrounding his situation
would permit, upon the same grounds as the white laborer, it is but a logical sequence that
the planters shonld be dissppointed and dissatistied with the work performed by the freed-
men,

In this place it may be well to notice that the country is yet in a very unsettled condition,
After a four years' war which has sapped it of all its resources, and after a life-long servi-
tude for a hard taskmaster, the negro is liberated from bondage, and he finds the people of
the country in no condition to offer him the most advantageous terms for his services.  This,
with the natural desire experienced by all mankind for a period of repose after that of inces-
sant and furced labor, is one of the causes which bave coutributed to render the freedmen neg-
ligent and inconstant ut their work.

Reports are coustantly brought to this office by the negroes trom the interior that freedmen
have 'heon kidnapped and summarily disposed of.  These obtain circulation and credence
among all classes, and, whether true or not, operate disadvantageously to the interests of
both the planters and the freedmen,

Again, the threat of shooting the laborers, so frequently made by the planters, is very un-
wise, and usually has the effect of eausing a general stampede from the plantation where the
threat was made.  The fact that the body of & negro was seen hanging from a tree in T'exas,
near the Louisiana line; and of the murder in cold blood, in the northern part of the parish of
Caddo, of Mary, a colored woman, by John Johnson, the son of the proprietor of the planta-
tion where the woman worked; and that instances have repeatedly oceurred similar to u case
presented at my oftice, where an old man bad received a hlow over his head with a shillalah
one inch in dinmeter, which was 80 severe ag to snap the stick asunder; and also the frac-
turing of the skull and the breaking of the arm of a helpless, inoffensive colored woman by &
vindictive planter in the parish of Natchitoches; and t&ue statement of one of my agents, who
says that * upon half the plantations the freedmen are not well clothed and their rations are
sesnty ;" and of auother who has visited every plantation in ward No, —-, parish of ,
who reports at the close of the month as follows: **I'he freedmen in my ward are very poorly
clolhedl snd fed, although no particular complaints have been made as yet ;" should all be
taken into consideration in arriving at conclusions in regard to the disposition of the freed-
men to work, and before judgment is rendered upon the complaints of the major portion of
the planters ; and it is also useless to disguise the fact that among the fieedmen, as among
all clusses of people, there are many ill-disposed as well as idle persons, sud a few of these
upon each plantation ereate dissatisfuction among the others,
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.

Notwithstanding the complaints of the planters and the above-named facts, the existonce
of which would cause a disturbance among any class of laborers in the world, the majority of
the plunters have been eager to contract with their former slaves, for the reason that after
their plantations had been visited by an agent of the government, and an agreement had
been made upon the prescribed forws, the freedmen worked better than hefore, This is a
matter ofsigniﬁ_canco, and its bearing is readily seen. Having noticed the disapprobation of
the larger portioun of the planting community, and the causes which led to their complaints,
I desire to call your attention in this connexion to the report of one of my most experienced
agents. - It is as follows: p

*In all cases have the employés given satisfaction where their former masters aro at all
reasonable. I would mention the case of Jacob Hoss as an example: ho contracted with his
former slaves in the latter part of May for one-fourth of all his crops; they have been steady
and industrious, and have decidedly the finest cotton and corn in t{w district.” Mr, Hoss has
200 acres of cotton, 400 of corn, and 8 of potatoes. Your attention is also solicited to the
testimony of the liberal few who have taken the amnesty oath with the intention to keep it.
One says: * The freedmen in my neighborhood are laboring well where they are well paid.”
Another, a large land proprietor, states that ‘‘he could not ask his bands to work better.”
The same gentleman also states that ‘“he would not have the freedmen upon his plantation
wmade slaves again it he could.”

The testimouy is coucurrent that, where liberal wages are paid and the freedmen are kindly
treated, no difficulty is experienced with them, and that they labor honestly and industriously.
The complaints which have been presented at the office for consideration are very nearly in a
direct ratio of the two classes, but the wrongs of the freedmen are by far tho most aggra-
vated, as they suffer in almost every conceivable way. It has been necessary to fine and as-
sess damages upon several planters for beating their laborers, end also to punish several
freedmen for violating their contracts and for other misdemeauors. The following is a literal
copy of a document brought to this office by a colored man, which is conclusive evidence that
there are those who still claim the negro as their property :

*This boy Calvin has permit to hire to whome he please, but I shall hold him ds my
propyerty uutill set Free by Congress.
“July the 7, 1865, E. V. TULLY.”

‘Fhe spirit of the above also made its appearance in another form in the action of the police
Jjury of the parish of Bossier, which wus an attempt to revive at once the old slave laws, and
to prevent the freedmen from obtaining employment from the plantations of their former
masters. The gist of the enactment alluded to is contained in the paragmph dirceting the
officers on patrol duty **to arrest and take up all idle and vagrant persons running at large
without employment, and cuarry them before the proper authority, to be dealt with us the law
directs.”

As soon as this matter came under the observation of the bureau, the fucts in the case
were represented to Brevet Major General J. . Hawking, commanding western district of
Louisiann, and at the sume time a request was made that the restrictions imposed upon the
freedmen in this section by General Orders No, 24, headquarters northern division of  Louis-
insna, be revoked; and the general issued an order, dated July 3, whichremoves the said
restrictions, and prohibits the purish police juries, established by the civil anthorities, from
arresting freedmen unless for positive offence aguinst the lnw.  This breaks down the last
barrier 10 the enjoyment of liberty by the freedmen in western Louisiang, and 1 feel highly
gratified that it fms been accomplished without referring it to higher anthoritics, s our mail
fucilities are so irregular that at least two months would have been consumed by the operation.

Upon the 1th of July the fieedmen’s hospital was opened for the reception of patients, and
enclosed please find a copy of the hospital report for July, murked 1. This is # necessary
as well as a charitable institution, as the city authorities have as yet tuken no measures to
provide tor the indigent sick.

Since the estublishment of the hureau here, it has been found necessary to issne rations to
freedmen, as follows

To citizen employs. ... oot et i i i it i i i e 46
To helpless and infivm. ... oot i e 236
T'o sick and hospitalattendants. ... oo oo oo il 1,169

Tota] I88I0A. - v et v et it e c e teee vinteranneavenaasessoaneaaneaaeaan 1, 451

The number fed by the government to-day is ns follows :

5 0 £ 7
Women...oooveeeiieinnnn. o e et eeae et aee s e et e nee e e e ah e 6
MY @I« o e o e et teeae teeaeeeeaessaeeeeesnseseeoneaesnnesssesnasonesnnanns ]

Total number infirm and helpless rationed................. ettt e 23
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Number sick at hespital... .. Cevereeeeaaaa ceenn- et eetaeeeieeenaeeeaaas veeee. 40
Number hospital attendants...................... et eeet i, 24
Number citizen employés rationed ... ..ot iii it Cereteeaeen s .1

Total number supplied with rations. ............. ... ... B -

None but the helpless and infirm and sick have heen fed at the expense of the government,
and these only in cases of absolute necessity. Many planters who abandoned their-homes
on the Misgissippi and carried away their slaves to Texas have returned to this city, and
with a coolness amounting to audacity have demanded transportation for their former sluves
to various points from the mouth of the Red river to Lake Providence. Finding that the
officers of the government would not oblige them in this particular, they left b(»hin(hhe aged
and infirin to provide for themselves ns best they could, This and the abuses on planta-
tions have caused the principal suffering among the treedmen, and have brought many to
the city who otherwise would have remained upon the plantation, bat, all things being con-
sidered, comparatively few hava congregated about town. There has been such a demand
for day labor in the city that I have deemed it a false philanthropy to teed those who tem-
porarily sought refuge from oppression.

" The permnnent residents are orderly and industrious, and desire very much to havo schools
established for their children. I cannot here refrain from mentioning the fuct that the pres-
ence ot;ncgroe.z in town posses:;ing fr(»s papersﬁis extr(;moly di:mgrecal)lc to th:a citizm:s.

*

The tax collected of planters has thus far heen sufficient to defray office and printing

expenses. 'The hire of a surgeon and nurses for the hospital, nmounting in July to 5204 46,
is the only bill which it is neeessary to refer to you for payment. All the projerty and
money which has come into my hands on account of the bureau has been acconnied for to
the proper departments, according to regulations, :
+ By Specinl Orders No, 140, dated at headquarters northern division of Louwisiana, June
21, 1865, Chaplain Thomas Callahan, 48th United States colored infuntry, was assigned to
duty with me us my assistant, and he has had charge of the department of compluints.  He
is & very capable and efticient ofticer, and his services are very valuable to the bureau,

Again, I have ocension to return acknowledgments to Brigadier General J. C. Veateh for
his cordinl assistunce in aidigg me to carry out the mensures of the burean, and also to
Colonel Crandil and Lieutenant Colonel McLaughlin, post commuandants, for valunble aid ;
and to Brevet Major General J. P. Hawkins we are indebted for that which makes the col-
ored man in reality a free man,

Belicving that with proper management and kind treatment the freedmen in western Lou-
isisun will be found to be as industridus as laborers in other sections of the couutry,

I bave the honox to be, with much respect, your obedient scrvant,

W. B. STICKNEY,
Licuterant and Assistant Supcrintendent Freedmen.
THomas W. CoNway,
Assistant Commissioner Bureau of Freedmen, §c.

No. 338.

FREEDMEN'S BUREAU,
Shreceport, Louisiana, Adugust 26, 18G5,

Str: I have the honor to report, in accordanca with orders, that in the district under my
supervision, comprising cight parishes in Louisiang and two eounties in Texas, and an aren
of whout 13,764 squure miles, 3,105 contruets have heen made, and 27,830 laborers enrolled
since the first of July. ‘The work of making contracts is now nearly completed, but the re-
turns for the month of Angust from the officers acting in the different parishes have not us
yet been received,  From the data alrendy colleeted it will he safe to estimate the whole
number of laborers working uuder the contract system in the district at not less than 32,000,
25,000 of whom are in Louisiaua, '

* L ] L] " * L * *

The experience of two months hus demonstrated the fuet that the negro will work well
when he is well paid and kindly treated ; and another prineiple in the nature of’ the contract-
ing parties has been equally s clearly elucidated, i e., the planters are disposed to pay the
freedmen the least possible sum for tf)neir labor, and that for much compensution the treed-
men muke an offset by making us little as possible.  T'o ncknowledge the right of the negro
to freedom, and to regard hiny as a free man entitled to the benefits of his lubor and to all
the privileges and imniunities of citizenship, is to throw aside the dogmas for which the south
have been contending for the last thirty years, and scems to be too great a stride for the peo-
ple to take at once, and too unpalatable & truth for the aristocratic planter to comprehend,
without, the interposition of the stern logic of the bayonet in the hands of a colored soldier,
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Du{\}Y to my government compels me to report the following well-authenticated facts ¢

ll.l ineteen-twentieths of the planters have no disposition to pay the negro well or treat him
well.

2. Inthe same proportion the planting aristocracy proffers obedience to the government, and
at the same time 50 all in their power to make trouble,

3. The planters evince & disposition to throw all the helpless and infirm freedmen upon
the hands ot the government possible, in order to embarvass us and compel us to retwrn them
to slavery again,

4. A majority of the planters desire to prevent the success of the free-labor systom, that
they may torce Congress to revive slavery, or, what is more, a system of peonage.

6. The belief is genernl among the planters that without some means of ** controlling ”
the persons of the lnborers they cannot suececd ; and for this reason they desire to have the mil-
itary force removed, and the privilege of enncting such laws as will cuable them to retain this
JOWET,

! 6. To defrand, oppress, and maltreat the frecdmen seemns to be the principle governing
the action of more than half of those who mnke contracts with them,

7. The lives of the freedmen are frequently threatened, and murders are not of uncommon
oceurrence,

8, The life of a northern man who is true to his country and the spirit and genius of its
institutions, and frankly enunciates his principles, is not secure where there is not a military
force to protect him,

About the 15th of July Corporal J. M. Wallace, of company B, forty-seventh Indiana
veteran volunteer infuntry, was on duty with this burean, and engaged in making contracts
upon Red river, in the parish of Caddo. He visited Mr, Dauniol’s plantation, and, as it is
stated, started for Mr. White's place, but never reached it.  Being absent unaccountably,
a sergeant and a detail of four men wero sent to look him up, but could find no traco of him,
Without doubt he was murdered. He was a young man of unexceptionable habits and
character, and was highly estcemed by the officers of his regiment.  The circumstances of
the case are such ag to lead to the belief that the planters in the vicinity connived at his
death. Captain Heke, another agent of the burean, was stopped by a highwaymun within
eight miles of Shreveport.  One of my assistants reports as follows: *“In the northern purt
of this parish (Caddo) there me men armed and banded to resist the law.” ‘Fhese facts
prove thut the presence of a military force is needed in every parish. Instead of the present
aystem of distiicts, I would recommend that the ofticer for each parish report direct to
headquarters at New Orleans for instructions, and that each ofticer be furuished with at
least twenty men, ten of whom should be mounted. T apprehend that st the commencement
of the next year the planters will endeavor to load us down with the aged and infirm, and
those with large families.  ‘Fo meet this ayd other difticulties that may arise, 1 recommend
that at least five thousand acres of land be confiscated in every parish, nnd an uprommity
riven the freedien to rent or purchase the lund, and that every tucility be afforded planters
i the lower part of the State to obtain Inborers from western Louisiana,  Another remedy
has heen sugeested, nud as it meets with my approval I quote the recommendstions of the
ofticer in his own words:  **Let the white troops on duty in this department he mustered
out; they wre greatly dissatisfied with remaining in the service after the close ot the war;
let black troops be mustered in their stead.  In urging this marter, I sugpgest that the gov-
ernment has the first vight to the services of the treedmen, and he needs the discipline of
the army to develop his manhood and self-relisnce.  Such a course of recruiting bluck sol-
diers will anct us & powertul restraint upon the abuses practiced by the planters on the freed-
men, and will also compel the puyment of better wages,  If the planter wishes the services
of u shrewd, enterprising freedman, ho must out-hid the government.  Lastly, the country
needs the soldiers,  Politicians may say what they may; western Louisiana is no moreloyal
now than when the State adopted the ordinnnee of secession,

The statistics given at the commencement prove that we have experienced less diffienlty
with the ficedhmen than could have been expected, At times it has been necessnry 1o adope
stringent measures to stem the tide of freedimen that seemed to be setting in toward Shreve-
wrt, and many of them have such vague idens of the moral obligations of a contiact that it
{ms been necessary to strengthen them by imprisonment and hard labor ;. but the great and
insuperable difficulty which meets us at every step is, that the plunters and the freedmen hace
no confidence in und respect for each other, 'I'hie planters’ inform us thut they are the best
friends of the negro, but the treedmen fuil to see the mattern that light. 1 am well assured
that as a genernd rule the old planters and overseers ¢an never succeed with the freedimen 5 that
there must he an entire change in either luborers or proprietors hefore the country will again
be prosperons.  The plan of renting lands to the freedmen, as Qmposml by « few plantors, 1
am of the opinion will prove very profitableto both parties,  While, as o genvrl rule, there
is constant difficulty hetween the frecdmen and their old masters and overseers, my agents
and northern men have no trouble with them; and should the planters employ practical
furmers trom the north as business managers, it seems-to be well demonstinted that the free-
Inbor system; as it now is, with but slight modifications, would be a grand success, In this
counexion 1 caunuot refrain from noticing the assertion of u southern politician to the effect
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‘“ that were the freedmen enfranchised, nine out of ten of them would vote for their old mas-
ters,” which assertion every freedman will pronounce a wilful and malignant falsehood.

The country is full of arms, and their use upon the freedmen is so frequent, and the gen-
eral disposition of the people such, that I would strongly recommend, as a measure to secure
the safety of life and property, that ull classes of arms {m taken from the citizens, not to by
returned until an entirely ditferent disposition is evinced,

The system to be made bindiug for the next year should be published as early as the 15th
of October, and the matter of contracting be commenced as soon therealter as the parties de-
sire to do so. I would respectfully suggest the propriety for calling of such statistical matter
upon the back of the contract as willemﬁ;le the ofticer in charge of the educational interests to
determine the whole number of freedwen residing in the different parishes, and also the number
of children of school age. '

The establishment of schools will be met by the most venomous opposition, and a military
foree will be required to protect the teacher and scholars from insuft and injury unless the
tone of public seutiinent improves very rapidly.

The civil authorities, so far a3 my knowledge extends, are not willing to grant the freed-
men the rights to which thieir freedom entitles themn,  In fact it became necessary, as will be
seen by a former report, for the militury suthorities to interfere to prevent their being viru-
lently o;yn’essed. In consequence of this 1 have kept an officer constantly on duty adjust-
inf the difficulties avising between the whites' aud negroes, but hnportaut cases have been
referred to the military authorities.

Chaplain Thomas Callahan, the officer referred to above, in his last report says:

“Te many of the plunters. the ides of & negro’s testimony heing as good as a white man's
is very unpleasant, und occasional attempts uro made to bully and browbeat a colored wit-
ness tpon the stand,  The attempt is never made twice. Once I pitted u lawyer against »
negro witness, held the parties on the cross-examination, and the lawyer wus hadly beaten,
Some of the freedimen can conduct n case with uncommon shrewdness,”

1 cannot urge upon your attention too strougly the importance of keeping an officer in
every parisk and of providing him with a sufficient guard to command respeet und entores
obed ence to the laws, The presence of & military force, with judicious aud discreet officers
to command it, is the only means of securing to the freedmen theirrights and of giving proper
security tolife and property.

With man thuuf(s for that encouragement which has supported and cheered me through
every difficulty, I have the honor to be, with much respect, your most obedient servant,

W. B. STICKNEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Superintendent of Freedmen,
THoMAS W. CONWAY,
Assistant Commissioner, &ec.

No. 34.

ORDINANCE relative to the police of recently emancipated negroes or freedmen within the
corporate limits of the town of Opelousas, )

Whereas the relations formerly subsisting between master and slave have become changed
by the.action of the controlling aunthorities; and whereas it is necessary to provide for the
proper police and government of the recently emancipated negroes or freedmen in their new
relations to the municipal authorities:

"SECTION 1, Be it therefore’ ordained by the board of police of the town of Opelonsas, That
no negro or {reedman shall be allowed to come within the limits of’ the town of Opelousas
without special permission from his employers, specifving the object of his visit and the time
necessary for the accomplishment of the sume,  Whoever shall violnte this provision shall
suffer imprisonment and two days' work on the public streets, or shall pay a fine of two dol-
lars and fifty cents.

BECTION 2, Be it further ordained, That every negro freedman who shall be found on the
streets of Opelovsas after 10 o'clock at night withont a written pusg or permit from his em-
ployer shall be imprisoned and compelled to work five days on the publlic streets, or pay a
tine of five dollars,

SEcTioN 3. No negro or freedman shall be permitted to rent or keep a house within the
limits of the town under any circumstances, and any one thus offending shall be ejected and
compelled to find an employer or leave the town within twenty-four hours. ‘The lessor or
furnisher of the house leased or kept as above shall pay a fine of ten dollars for each offence,

S8crioN 4, No negro or freedinan shall reside within the limits of the town of Opelonsas
who is not in the regular service of some white person or former owner, who shall be hold re-
aponsible for the conduct of said freedman; but said employer or former owner may permit
said freedmnn to hire his time by special permission in writing, which permission shall not
extend over twenty-four hours at any one time.  Any one violating the provisions of this
section shall be imprisoned and forced to work for two duys on the public streets.
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SECTION 5. No public meetings or congregations of nogroes or freedmen shall be allowoed
within the limits of the town of Opelousas under any circumstances or for any purpose with-
out the permission of the mayor or president of the board. This prohibition is not intended,
however, to prevent the freedmen from attending the usual church services conducted by
established ministers of religion.  Every freedman violating this law shall beimprisoned and
made to work five days on the public strects,

SecTioN 6. No negro or freedman shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or otherwise de-
claim to congregations of colored people without a special permission from the mayor or
president of the hoard of police under the penulty of a fine of ten dollars or twenty days’ work
on the public streets,

SECTION 7. No freedman who is not in the military service shall be allowed to carry fire-
arms, or any kind of weapons, within the limits of the town of Opelousas without the special
permission of his employer, in writing, and upproved by the mayor or president of’ the board
of police,  Any one thus offending shall forfeit his weapons and shall be imprisoned and
luadl:; to work fur five days on the public streets or pay a fine of five dollars in lieu of said
work.

SecTioN B, No freedman shall sell, barter, or exchange any articles of merchandise or
traffic within the limits of Opelousas without permission in writing from his employer or the
mayor or president of the board, under the penalty of the forfeiture of snid articles and im-
prisonment and one day's labor, or & fine of one dollar in lien of said work, .

SECTION 9. Any freedman found drunk within the limits of the town shall be imprisoned
and made to lnbor five days on the public streets, or pay five dollars in lieu of said labor,

SECTION 10, Any freediman not residing in Opelousas who shall be found within the cor-
porate limits after the hour of 3 p. m. on Sunday without a special permission from his em-
loyer or the mayor shall be arrested and imprisoned and madeto work two days on the pub-
ic streets, or pay two dollars in licu of snid work. h

SEcTION 11, All the foregoing provisions apply to freedmen and freedwomen, or both
sexes, .

SEcTioN 12, It shall be the special duty of the mayor or president of the board to see that
all the provisions of this ordinance are faithfully exccuted,

SECTION 13, Be it further ordained, 'That this ordinance to take effeet from and after its
first publication.

Orduined the 3d day of July, 1863,

% D, ESTILLETTE,
President of the Board of Police.
JOS, D. RICHARDS, Clerk.

J. LOVELL,
Captain and Assistant Adjutunt General.

Official copy:

No. 35.

AN ORDINANCE relative to the police of negroes recently emancipated within the parish
of St. Landry.

Whereas it was formerly made the duty of the police jury to mnke suitable regulations
for the police of slaves within the limits of the parish;  and whereas sluves _have become
emaucipated by the action of the ruhng powers; nud whereas it is necessary for publice
order, us well as for the comfort and correet deportment of said tfreedmen, that suituble regu-
lations shonld be estublished for their govermment in their chunged condition, the follow-
ing ordinunees are adopted, with the approval of the United States military authorities com-
minding in said parish, viz:

SEctioN 1 Be it ordained by the police jury of the patish of St. Landry, Thut no negro
shatl be allowed to pnss within the Himits of said parish without a specin) permit in wiiting
from his employer.  Whoever shall violate this provision shall pay a fine of two dollars uuh
fifty cents, or in defunlt thereof shall be forced to work four duys on the public road, or
suffer corporenl punishinent as provided hereinafter,

SECTION 2, Be it further ordained, ‘I'hat every negro who shall he found absent from the
residence of his employer after 10 o'clock at night, without o written permit from his em-
ployer, shall pay a tine of tive dollars, or in detuult thereof, shall be compelled to work five
days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishment as hereinafter provided.

SECTIoN 8. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall be permitted to rent or keep a
house within said parish,  Any negro violating this provision shall be immediately ejected
and compelled to find an employer; and any percon who shall rent, or give tho use ot any
hionge to any negro, in violation of this scetion, shall pay s fine of five dollars for ench offence.

SECIION 4. Be it further ordained, ‘That every negro is required to be in the regular ser-
vice of same white person, or farmer owner, who shall be held responsible for the conduct
of suid negro,  But said employer or former owner may penmit said negro to hire his own
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time by special permission in writing, which permission shall not extend over seven days at
any one time. Any negro violating the provisions of -this section shall be fined five dollars
for each offence, or in default of the payment thereof shall be forced to work five days on
the public road, or suffer corporeal punishnent us hereinafter provided. ‘

SECTION b, De it further ordained, That no public meetingt or congregations of negroes
shall be allowed within said parish after sunset; but such public meetings and congrega-
tions may be held between the hours of sunrise and sunset, by the specinl permission in
writing of the captain of patrol, within whose beat such meetings shall take place. This
probibition, however, is not intended to prevent negroes from sttending the usual church
services, conducted by white ministers and priests, Every negro violating the provisions
of this section shall pay u fine of five dollars, or in default thereof shall be compelled to
work five days on the public road, or suffer corporeal punishinent as hercinufter provided.

BECTION 6. Be it further ordained, That no vegro shall be permitted to preach, exhort, or
otherwise declafin to congregations of colored people, without a special perwission in writing
from the president of the police jury. Any negro violating the provisions of this section
shall pay u fine of ten dollars, or in default thereof shall be forced to work ten days on the
public ruud, or suffer corporesl punishment us hereinafter provided. :

BECTION 7. Be it further ordained, That no negro who is not in the military service shall
be allowed to carry fire-arms, or any kind of weapons, within the parish, without the special
written permission of his employers, approved and indorsed by the nearest or most conven-
fent chief of patrol. Any one violatiug the provisions of this section shall furfuit his wea-
pons aud puy a fine of five dollars, or in default of the payment of suid fine, shall be forced
to work five days on the public road, or suffer corporesl punishment as hercinatter provided.

BECTION 8. Be it further ordained, That no negro shall sell, barter, or exchange any arti-
cles of merchandise or trafic within said parish without the special written permission of
his employer, specitying the articles of sale, barter or traffic. Auy one thus offending shall

ay 8 tiue of one dollar for cach offence, and sufter the forfeiture of said aricles, or in de-
sult of the puyment of said fine shall work one day on the public road, or sutfer corporeal
punishiment as hereinafter provided,

SECTION 9. Be it further ordained, That any nogro found drunk within tho said parish
shall pay a fine of five dollars, or in default thereof shall work five duys on the publie road,
or suffer corporeal pupishment as hereinatier provided,

SECTION 30, Be it further ordained, That all the foregoiug provisions shull apply to negroes
of both sexes,

SECTION 11, Be it further ordained, That it shall be the duty of every citizen to act us a
police officer for the detection of offences and the apprebension of offenders, who shall be im-
mediately handed over to the proper captain or chict of patrol,

SECTION 12, Be it further ordained, That the sforesaid penalties shall be summarily en-
forced, and that it shall be the duty of the captuing aud chiety of patrol to see that the afore-
said ordinances are promptly executed,

SECTION 13, Be_it further ordained, That all sums collected from the aforesunid fines shall
be immediately hunded over to the parish trensurer,

SECHON 14, Be it further orduined, That the corporeal punishmen: provided for in the
foregoing sections shall cousist in contining the body of the offender within o burel placed
over his or her shoulders, in the manner practiced in the army, sueh continement not to con-
tinue tonger than twelve hours, and for snch time within the aforesaid limit as shall be fixed
by the captain or chief of patrol who inflicts the penalty,

SECTION 10, e it further ordained, That these ordinances shall not interfere with any mu-
nicipal or military regulations inconsistent with tim within the limits of said purish.

BECTION (G, Be it further ordained, ‘That these ordinances shull tuke efleet five days aftor
their publicution in the Opelousus Courier,

i J. L()\"ELL,

Ofhcial copy
Cuptain and Assistant Adjutant General,

At a meeting of the citizens of the parish of St. Mary, held at the court-house in the town
of Frauklin, on Saturday, the 15th instant, 1. C. Bethel, esq., was ealled to the ehair, when
a committes was appointed to report "l"m certnin matters submitted to the consideration of
the meeting, which committes reported by their chuirmun the following, which wus unani-

mously adopted :
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE,

- The committee appointed for the purpose of cmbodying the views and objects of the meet-
ing of the citizens of the purish of St. Mary, sssembled at the court-house ol snid ‘mrish on
the 15th duy of July, A, l). 1865, to deliberste concerning the discipling of colorad persons
or freedmen, respectfully report that they recommend to the town comneil of the town of
Franklin the adoption of the oydinanee of the houwrd of pulice of tie town of Opelousas, passed
on the third day of the present mouth, with such slteratious and meditications us may suit
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the wants and necessities of this locality; also the ordinance of the samg board of police'
passed on the same day, relative to the town of Opelousas ; which ordinances are herewith pre-
sented fur reference.  Aud they furthermore recommend to the police jury of the parish of St.
Mary, wheuever convened, to make such regulations with regard to the discipline and
management of the freedmen or colored population for the entire parish as may be most con-
ducive tothe quiet, tranquillity, and productiveness of said parish generally.- - The committeo
further recommend to uli well-disposed citizens to co-operate with the authorities and with
euch other iu producing a return to civil rule and good order within the shortest delny possi-
ble, that the State of Louisinna may be restored to her proper condition as regards internal
political stability and tranquillity, as well as the representation she is entitled to in the coun-
cile of the nation, which representation is more important to her now than at any previous

period of her history, :
W. T. PALFREY, Chairman.

Proceedings of the Mayor and Council of the town of Franklin,
FRIDAY, July 28, 1865,

Pursuant to call of the major commanding, the mayor and council met thisday. Preseut:
A. S, Tucker, mayor; Wilson McKerall, Altred Gates, Jolin C. Gordy, and J. A, Peterman,
members of the council.

The following was unanimously adopted, viz:

ORDINANCE relative to the police of negroes or colored persons within the corporate limits
of the town of Franklin,

SEC. 1. Be it ordained by the mayor and council of the town of Franklin, That no negro or
colored person shall be allowed to come within the limits of said town without special per-
mission from his employer, speeifying the object of his visit aud the time necessary for the
accomplishment of the snme. ~ Whoever shall violate this provision shall suffer imprisonment
and two days' work on the publie streets, or shull puy a fine of two dollars and a haif,

SEC. 2. Be it fusther orduined, §c., Thatevery negroor colored person who shall be found
on the streets of Franklin after ten o'clock at night without s written pass or permit from his
or her employer, shall be imprisoned und compelled to work five duys on the public strects or
puy a fine of five dollars,

Skc. 3, No negro or colored person shall be permitted to rent or keep s house within tho
limits of the town under any circumstanees; and any one thus offending shall be ejected and
compelled to find an employer, ov leave the town within twenty-four hours, The lessor or
furnisher of the house kept as above shall pay s fine of ten dollars fur cach offence: Provided,

. "That the provisions of this section shall not apply to any free negro or colored person who
~was residing in the town of, Franklin prior to the Ist Jauuary (1865) last.

Sec. 4, No negro or colored person shall reside within the limits of the town of Franklin
who is not in the regular servico of some white parson or former owner, who shall be held
responsible for the conduct of said negro or colored person ; but said employer or formerownor
may pernit suid negro or ¢olored person to hire his or their time by special permission in
writing, which permission shall not extend to over twenty-five hours at uny one time.  Any
negro or coloved.person violating the provisions of this section shall bo imprisoned and foreed
to work for two days on the public strects s Provided, T'hatthe provisions of this section shall
not apply to negroesor colored persons heretofore freo, )

SEC. 5, No'public meetings or congregations of negroes or colored potsons shall ho allowed
within the limits of the town of Franklin, under uny circumstances or forany purpose, without
the pormission of the mayor,  This prohibition is not intended, however, to prevent negroes
or colored persons from attending tho usual church service, conducted by established minls-
ters of religion.  Every negro or coloved porsou violating this law shall be imprisoned and
put to work five duys on the public streets,

SEC, 6. No negro or colored porson shall be permitted to preaeh, exhort, or otherwise de-
claim to congregntions of coloved people without a specinl permission from the mayor, undor
the penalty of i fine of ten dollars or twenty duys’ work on the public streots,

"Sec, 7. No negro or_colored person who is not in the military service shall be allowed to
carry fire-urims or any kind of weapons within the limits of the town of Franklin without the
special permission of his employer in writing, and spproved by the mayor.  Any one thus
offending shall forfeit his weapous and shall bo Jmprisoned and made to work five days on
the public streets, or puy o fine of five dollars in leu of said work.,

Sk, 8. No negro or eolored person shall sell, burtor, or exchange any articles of merchau.
dise or traftic within the limits of Franklin, without permission in writing trom his employer
or the nuyor, under the pennlty of forfoiture of the said articles and imprisonment vnd one
duy’s labor, or s fine of one dollar In Jieu of said work,
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SEC. 9. Any negro or colored person found drunk within the limits of the town shall be
impri]sog:ed and made to labor five days on the public streets, or pay five doilars in lieu of
said labor. '

8EC, 10. Any negro or colored person not residing in Franklin who shall be found within
its orporate limits after the hour of three o’clock p. m. on Sunday without a special written
permission from his employer or the mayor, shall be arrested and imprisoned and made to
work two days on the public streets, or pay two dollars in lieu of said work,

Sec. 11. All the foregoing provisions apply to negroes or colored persons of hoth sexes.

SEec, 12, It shall be the special duty of the town constable, under direction of the mayor,
to see that all the provisions of this ordinance are faithfully executed.

SEc. 13, Whoever in Franklin shall sell or give to any negro or eolored person any intox-
icating liquors, or shall exchange or barter for the same with any such negro or colored per-
son, without special permission from the mayor or employer of sajd negro or colored person,
shall, on conviction thereof before the mayor or justice of the peace in and for the seventh
ward of the parish of St, Mary, dpay a fine of twenty-five dollars and costs of prosecution, and
in defanlt of the payment of said fine and costs the person thus oftending shall suffer impris-

onment in the parish jail for ten days. )
A, 8. TUCKER, Mayor.
- R. W. McMILLAN, Clerk,

Approved : GEO. R. DAVIS,
Major Third Rhode Island Cavalry, Commanding Post.

[Telegram.]

NEW ORLEANS, August 10, 1805,

The ordinance relative to the ¢ Police of negroes or colored persons within the corporate
limits of the town of Franklin,” dated Friday, July 28, 1865, and signed by A. L. Tucker,
mayor, being in violation of the emauncipation proclamation, the orders of' the War Depart-
ment, and the orders of these headquarters, you will prevent their enforcement and arrest
any person attewpting to carry them out. The negroes are as free as other people. This
ordinauce, it enforced, would be slavery in substance, which can neverbe, Attend to this
matter with all the vigor at your command. I have consulted General Canby, who concurs

with me in the matter,
THOMAS W.CONWAY,
Ass. Comm. Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, &c., State of Louisiana.

Licutenant S. E. SHEPARD,
Provost Marshal, Parish of St. Mary, Brashear City, or Franklin, La.

Official copy : D. V. FENNO
First Lieutenant an.d A, A, A. (;'eneral.

No. 36.

BUREAU REFUGEES, FREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE OF MISSISSIPPI,
Vicksburg, Miss., September 28, 1865,

GuNERrAL: T enclose a copy of the city ordinances. You will see thut negroes who sell
vegetables, cakes, &c., on the street are Tequired to pay ten dollars (§10) per montirfor the
privilege of doing so. . » )

To illustrate the workings of thig ordinance I will give you an actuul occurrence in this
city.

ibout a year ago an old negro man named Henderson, crippled with over-work, about sev-
enty years of age, wus sent to me for support by the military authorities, 1 issued him ra-
tions for himselt and wife, an old negro woman, incapable of doing anything but care for
herself. T continued this till about January 1, 1865, when the old man came to me and in-
formed me that it I would allow him to sell apples and cukes to the soldiers on a corner of
the street near my oftice, under a large tree that grew there, he thought he could eare for him-
self and make enough to support himseif and wite, I immediately gave him permission and
au order to protect him, T had but little fuith in his being able to do it, as be was compelled
to go on crutches and was bent nearly double, owing to a severe whipping his old master
had given him soine years ago.

He commenced his work, and, much to my surprise, made cnough to support himself, and
asked for no more assistance from me,
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When the city quthorities took charge of the city matters the maishal of the eity orderca
him} to pluy the ten dollars per month for the privilege of supporting himselt or desist from
such trade, )

The old man told viin that all his profits would not amount to ten dollars per month, and
that in some months he did not make that amount of sales, but, as Colonel Thomas pro-
vided him with & place to live, he could barely support himself by such trade.  The marshal
of the city informed him that the tax must be paid by ull, and that Colone! Thomas could
take care of him, as it was his duty to do so.

The old man cume to my oftice and told wme the whole affair. I wrote a letter to the mayor
setting forth the whole case, and that the collection ot this tax on such old eripples would
compel me to snpport them, as they could not pay the city ten dollars per month and make
their support, In fact, ten dollars per month is the common wages for negro lubor,  The
mayor refused to allow the negro to continue his sales, and I was compelled to take chargo
of hiin. I would have refused to allow the city authoritics to interrupt him had it not been
for General Orders No. 10, from headquarters department of Mississippi, allowing the mayor
to take charge of such matters.

You will see by the city ordinance that n drayman or hackman must file 8 bond of tive
Inirdred dollars in addition to paying for hislicense  'The mayor requires that the bondsmoen
shall be freeholders., The laws of this State do not, and never did, allow n negro to own land
or hold property. The white citizens refuse to sign any bonds for the freedmen, .

The white citizens and authorities say that it is for their interest to drive out all independ-
ent l:xegro labor; that the frecdmen must hire to white men it they wish to do this kind of
work.

I am, general, very respectfully,
SAMUEL THOMAS,

Colonel, Assistant Commissioner Freedmen's Burcau, State of Mississippi,
Major General ¢!, SCHURZ. :
1

Proceedings of the City Council.

At o regulur mecting of the board of mayor and council of the city of Vicksburg, held
at the City Hall, on Monday, August 7, 1565: Present—T, J, Randolph, mayor; Messrs.
Stites, Ruyall, Johnson, Bender, gp(mglcr, Munlove, and Porterficld, councilmen,

Mr. Stites introduced the tollowing ordinance, which was read; and, on motion of Mr.
Bender, the rules were suspended, the ordinance read a second time ; and, on motion of Mr,
Manlove, the rules were again suspended, the ordinance read u third time by its title, and
pussed,

My, Johnson called for the ayes and noes on the passuge of the ordinunce, which were
tuken: -

Ayes—Stites, Royall, Bender, Spengler, Manlove, and Portertield—6.

Nuy—Jolinson—1.

AN ORDINANCE to raise revenue for the city of Vieksburg,

S, 1. That there shall be assessed, levied, and collected upon the lindholders, frechold-
ers, and householders of the city of Vicksburg, for the year commencing July 9, 1865, upon
the ad calorem worth of all houses, lots and parts of lots, and lands, and on all goods, wares,
and merchandise, on all moneys 1ouned at interest in said city, whether by a resident or non-
resident or a corporation, a general tax of fifty cents on every one hundred dollars’ value
thereofs that said valution or assessment shall be assessed from the 9th day of July, A, D.
1265, and shall be for one year, but the tax so assessed shall be payable in advance,

SEC, 2. That on all goods, wares, and merchandise, produce, &c., contained or so0ld on
hoard auy flathout, or other water craft, there shall be assessed, levied, und collected upon
the ad valorem worth n gerieral tax of fifty conts on every one hundred dollars’ value thercof,

Sic. 3. That there shall be assessed, levied, and colleeted a poll tax of two dollurs upon
every male inhabitant of said city over the age of twenty-one years,

SEc. 4. That the rate for license for the houses, business, &e., be assessed ns follows, pay-
able as set forth in section 1@ On_all fumil\)’ groceries, porter-houses, eating-houses, oyster
houses, und restaurants, per yoar $40;5 on all auction stores, per year, $2005 on all public
anctioneers, $50 ;5 on all bunks, brokers, and exchange offices, $500; on all insurance com-
panies having agents in this city, $100; on all express companies, $200; on olf wholesule
and retail stores and commission houses, $30: onull drays and carts, 8205 on all hacks, $25;
on all private bonrding-houses having ten or more bonrders, $20; on all hotels, $100; on ull
rovms where billinrd thbles are kept for playing, 52005 on all rooms where bagatelle or pigeon-
hole tables are kept for playing, $25; onall alleys known as ten-pin or nine-pin alleys, §200;
on all livery stables, 5305 on all wagon yards, $105 on all barber shops, for each chair, $10;
on all manutactories of ale, porter, or soda-water, per year, §75; on alt bakeries, £25: onall

Ex. Doc, 2--7
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theatres, cirenses, animal shows, or any public performance or exhibition witere compensa-
tion is paid it money, each day, 5205 on all bur-rooms, or other places where vinous or spir-
itnous liguors are sold in less quantitics than oue gallon, per year, $5005 onall confectionary,
fruit or ice cream, sodin water or vegetuble stores, $50 ¢ on all cigar stores, $50; o all shops
where fresh meat iy sold, 55305 on all street peddlers of goods, wares, or merchandise, fruit
e, exeept from market carts from the country, pey month, $10: on all live stock sold in
this city, one-half of one per cent. ad calvrem,

Seco D That all ordinanees in any way conflieting with the provisions of' this ordinance
be, and the same ave herehy, repealed,

Sk, 6, That this ovdinance take effeet from and after its passage,

VICRSBURG, Mississtret, August 7, 1865

My, Stites introduced the tollowing ordinenee, which was read 3 and, on motion ot My,
Beuder, the viles were suspended and the ordinanee read a second time s and, on motion ol
Mr. Munlove, the yules were again suspended, the ordinunce vead o thivd time by its title, and
pussed,

AN ORDINANCE to vegulate the mode of obtuining leenses within the ehvy of Vicksburg,

see 1 That hefore license shall be granted to any one to keep a family grocery, porter-
house, ovster-house, eating-house, or restawrant in this city, the person or persons so upply-
ing shall execute a bond in the penal stun of $500, with one or more securities, mqu)IO to
the mayor of the ¢ity of Viekshurg and his suecessors in office, conditioned that he, she, or
they will keep an orderly and well-condueted house, and will not permit any riotous or dis-
orderly conduct, or iny guming in or abont the same, and will not setf any vinous or spirit-
uons liguors to any one in less quantity than one gallon during the continuanee of his or her
license,

Sees 20 That before any person ov persons shall be Ticensed to retail vinous or spivituous
Hguors within this city, he, she, or they shall producee before the hoard of mayor and council
of said city the written recommendation of five freeholder~ of his or her neighborhood, setting
forth that he or she is of good reputation and 4 suitable person to receive sueh license,

BEC 3, That we license to sell vinous or spirituous liquors as aforesaid shall be delivered to
any person until he or she shall have first produced the receipt of the treasurer of the city tor
the nmount of tux assessed for sneh license, and shall also have exeented a bond in the penal
st of SLO00, with one or more goold and suflicient sureties, puyable to the mayor of the
city of Vielshurg and his successzor in office, conditioned that he, she, or they will keep an
orderly nnd well-conducted howse, and will not permit any riotons or disorderly conduct, or
any gaming, in or about the sne

See. 4, That the bonds provided for in thix ordinance shall he submitted to, and approved
by, the board of mayor and couneil hefore said license shall he issued,

Secoh, That i any person shall retail any vinous or spiritnous liguors within this city in
less quantity thun one gallon without first having proenred license to do so, pursuant to the
provisions of this ordinnnee, orinuny way violnle the provisions of this ordinance, he shall,
upon convietion bhefore the mayor of the ¢ity, he fined in a sum not lesg than one hundred
nor more than five hundred dollars,

Sec. 6, That before issuing license to any person or persons for the privilege of running a
public dray, cart, or hack in this city, the purty so applying shall first file with the mayor of
the ¢ity o hond, with good and sullicient =ceurity, to be approved by the mayor, in the penal
sum of #5300, conditioned for the fuithful performanee of their duties as public earriers,

See. 7, That all ordinances in any way confhieting with the provisions of this ordinance be,
snd the sume nre hereby, vepealed.

SEC, 8, That this ordinance take effeet from and alter its passage,

VICKSBURG, MIssissiver, dugust 7, 1565,

Mr, Jolimson introduced the following ordinance, which wes read: and on motion of Mr,
Manlove, the rules were suspended and the ordinance read a4 second time; and on motion of
Mr, B;nulm', the rules were again suspended, the ordinance read a third thne by its title, and
passed :

AN ORDINANCE to amend the market ordinance.

SeeL )L That from and after the passage of this ordinance it shall not be lawful for any
person or persous to sell or expose for sule in the market-house of Vickshurg, after the hour
of 9 ¢’clock a. m., any lemonade, ice-cream, cakes, pies, fruit, or vegetables, or other articles
usually sold in market, under the penalty of $10 for ench and every offence,

Sec. 2. That it shall not be lawlul for any person or persons trading in the market to buy
or bargain for, during market hours, or receive from any person or persons not renting a
stall in the market, any meat, fish, poultry, butter, eggs, vegotables, or frnits, and offer the
same for sale in the market again within ten days, under a penalty of §10 for each and every
offence.

Sec. 3. That it shall not be Inwful for any person or persoas to buy from any person on
their way to market, within the city, during market hours, any of the nrticles named in the
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second =eetion, or prevent sueh person from going to market with atoresaid articles, under a
penalty of $10 for each and every offence.

St 4, That it shall be the duty of the day police ot each ward to arrest und bring bhefore
the mayor all persons found vielnting any section ot the above vrdinance,

See 5, That all ovdinances or parts of ovdinances eonflicting with this ovdinance he, and
the same arve hereby, vepealed.

Mr. Porterfield introduced the following ordinance, which was read; and on motion ot M.
Manlove, the rules were suspended und the ordinanee read a second time; and on further
maotion of Mr, Manlove, the yules were again suspended, the ordinunee read a third time by
its title, and passed:

AN ORDINANCE regulating ferey-boats, &e. }

Sec b That all ferry-hoats evossing the Mississippi river and landing in the ¢fty Jimits
shall pay the sum of $25 per week,

Sec. 2, Tt this ordinance shall he in foree from and after its passage.

On motion of My, Manlove, the following resolution was adopted :

Resoleed, 'That heveatter it shall be lawtul for the city marshal to chavge for prisoners eoms-
mitted to workhouse for boavd, per day, sixty cents,

On motion of Mr, Spangler, the following resolution was adopted

Resoleed, "That the city mayshal notity the owners of property to have their side-walks and
gutters repaired on Washington street, between second corner ot Fast to Depot street, in thirty
days; and it not done, the eity marshal have it done nt the expense ol the properiy.

On motion of Mr, Manlove, the following vesolution was adopted :

Resolved, 'That the mayor be authorized to pay the policemen the amounts due them ve-
spectively to date, necording to the report by the eity marshal.

On motion ot My, Spungler, the following resolution was adopted:

Resoleed, That the overseers of street hunds’ pay shall he S100 per month,

On motion ot Mr, Manlove, the following resolution was adopted:

Resoleed, 'That the salary of the city marshal shall he $1,200 per annum, the salary of the
deputy marshal be 2900 per nunum, and the salary of the policemen 50 per month, all of
which shall be puid monthly,

On motion of Mr. Manlove, the followiug resclution was adopted:

Resoleed, "That & committee of two be sppointed to receive proposals to puldish the pro-
ceedings of the city council to the thivd Monday in Mareh nexi, and also ingquire on what
terms the city printing can be done, and report to next meeting of this couneil.

- The mayor appointed Messrs, Manlove and Bender on said committee,

On motion of My, Bender, the board adjowened il Thursday evening, August 10, at six

o'clock.

T. J. RANDOLPH, Mayor.

No., 37,

FREEDMEN'S BURBAU, StaTe oF Mississipel,
Office State Supcrintendent of Education, Ficksbury, Miss., September 28, 1865,

Gexerat: At the vequest of Colonel Thomas, I'heg your attention to a few considerations
touching the turning over of the eare of the tfreedmen in Mississippi to the State authorities,
so fur ax the transfer bears upon the religious and edueational privileges of the colored people.
Perhaps no one who has been less engaged in caring for the education an)l the moral inter-
ests of these people can [ully appreciate the facts that I intend to lay before you, or under-
stund them as having the intensity of meaning that I see in them.

I have seen n good deal of the people of Mississippi, and have purposely sounded then as
to their feelings with regard to the effort to edueate the blacks, The general feeling is that
of gtrong opposition to it Only one person vesident in Mississippi before the rebellion has
expressed Limsell’ to me as in favor of it, and he did not propose to do anything to nid it;
and, to show how mueh his fuvor was worth, he said he regretted that he was not able to pre-
vent the negroes from having shouting meetings, und that he wounld keep them from going
off the pluntation to mecting now if he could, as he formerly did,  Aside from this gentleman,
every nutive Mississippinn and Irislionan with whom I have conversed opposes the instrue-
tion of freedmen.  Some disguise their opposition by affected contemptuous dishelief of the
negro's capacity. Al the facts that we can give them, however rich and suggestive, are
received with sneering ineredulity and the agsurance that they know thie negroes better than
we do. A little persistence in giving this class of men fiets disproving their nssertions usu-
ally makes them angry, aud leads them to declare that it the negroes can learn, the greater
the dumage that will be done them, for the education will do them no good, and will spoil
them.,  Others take this lust-mentioned ground at first, and say that a learned negro is a nui-
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sance; for, while he is ignorvant, stupid, and loutish, he may be compelled to Iabor: but as
soon as he comes to know something the white people canmot muke so profituble nse of him,

Some manifest great spite when this subjeet is mentioned,  They say we are wying to
make the negro cqual with them,  Many do not hesitate to sny that he ought to be kept un-
educeated in order that he may not he superior to ignorant white men,

I have discovered that many object to the negro wonien’s being educated lest they should
be led to respeet themselves, and not so easily he made the instruments ot the white man's
lust, ~

The people of Viekshurg have asked Colonel Thomas to prevent the establishment of col-
ored schools within the city—they would probably say, to preserve the peave ot the eity; but
I feel sure it is beeause the sight of them gives painy - And it their removal ever becomes ne-
cessary to the peace of o place, the faet will illnstrate public feeling sufficiently.

I have heard more than one person say thet he would kill s coloed teacher it he ever saw
one.

The children of u community generally express the publie feeling, and we may usually
learn from them what the feeling is, even when the parents, fimn pradence, seek to conceal
it.  Children often exaggerate, hut they get their hins at home. ’l'lm children of Mississippi
throw stonces at colored scholars, and are only restrained by fear from mobbing colored schools,

My memorandum hook contuins such informationas to points in the interior of the State as
I ean gather from officers, and from any relinhle souree, to guide me in locating teachers,
Some of these memoranda are:  ** Garrison withdrawn ¢ school impossible.”  **No resident
federal ofticer; a teacher could not he protected.”  **People much prejudiced ; protection
cannot be gunranteed.”  Such things are said in regard to every place not under northern
rotection. 1 think I do not overstate in snying that 1 do not know a single northern man
in Mississippi who supposes a colored school possible where there is no federal sword or buy-
onet,  Some northern men do vot vegret this fact, perhaps: and this makes their testimony
on this point more valuable,

White churches recover their houses of worship which the blacks helped to build, and
which they have repaired extensively during the last two years, and remorselessly tein 1he
blacks out without uny regard to their rights in equity, their feelings, or their religious in-
tercsts, ' ) -

I may state here that there s such a general expression of  contempt for negro
religion, aud such a desive to suppress it, it possible, that it scems as it the whites thought
it a piece of terrible impertinenéee for the blucks to worship the same God that we do. The
white people also fear, or affect to fear, that opposition to their plans, and even insurreetion,
will be batehed at the meetings of coloved people.  ‘Fhe Nemesis of sluvery still holds her
whip over them,* From this source aise the oecasional reports of intended insurrections ; and
these reports arve intended, often, to cunse the prevention of meetings, at which the colored
people may consult together, and convey information important to them,

In view of all these things, I have no doubt but that, il our protection be withdrawn,
negro education wiil be hindered in every possible way, including obstruetion by frand and
violence, 1 have not the smallest expectation that, with the State authorities in full power,
u northern citizen would be protected in the exercise of his constitutional right to teach and
preach to the colored people; and shall look for a rencwal of the fearful seenes, in which
northerners were whipped, tarred and feathered, warned off, and murdered, before the war,

I meant to make this letter shorter, but could not. 1 hope I need not assure yon, greneral,
that I wn not conscious that any part of the ahove comes of cmmnity to the south, 1 certainly
should rejoice to sce my opiglon of the state of feeling in Mississippi fulsified by patent
fucts, > L
I have gx&]y\f‘nm‘ l().«)‘)@,,};uuvrul, your ohedient servant,

e AN JOSEPH WARREN,

‘d, ’ Co Chaplain, State Superintendent of Fdueation.
Mn‘jfa}‘,(;yl'u-rul ?-’Al(l.‘/ﬁ('lll‘lﬁ'/,. :
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AQ: ’ < /\\’Y‘ —
S d J& [S
Q ‘(? S AT No.
i -» No. 39,
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AND ABANDONED LANDS FOR STATE OF MISSISSIPP,
: Pickshuryg, Mississippi, September 30, 1565,

GENERAL: I sce by the papers of a late date that Dy, Muardoeh, of Columbus, Mississippi,
has made n speech at General Hownrd's office, in which he makes strong promises of the
hearty co-operation of his fellow-citizens in the edueation of the freedmen in the State,

The officer of this bureau at that place, Captain Hubbard, writes that “the citizens of the
place are so prejudiced against the negroes that they are opposed to ali efforts being made -
for their education or elevation; that the people witl not give rooms, or allow the ¢hildren of
their hired freedmen to attend the schools; that the citizens of the place have written a letter
to the officer saying that they would respeetfully ask that no freedmen schouls be estah-
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lished under the auspices of the huvean, as it would tend to disturh the present lnbor system,
and take from the field labor that is so necessary to vestore the wealtl of the State.”” This
is sigied by hall” a dozen citizens purporting to ro\n‘osom the people, and certainly gives us
a difterent idea of the case trom that stated by Dr, Murdoch,
I am, general, very respecttully,
SAMUEL THOMAS,
Colondd, Assistant Commissioner for Mississippi.
Mujor General Cart, Scienz,

No. o,
To the oters of Witkinson county :

FELLOW-Crr1izENs : When | consented, some days ago, to be o cundidate for the State
convention, I eonfess that, with some of my personal friends, 1 was vain enough to helieve
that 1 was sufficiently well known to the people of Wilkinson county to make it unnecessary
for me to publish my political ereed.  But, to my surprise, it is rumored, to the prejudice of
my lamble claim upon your suffrage, that Lam an ** unconditional, immediate emancipa-
tionist—an abolitionist.”

In the freedom of easual, friendly conversation, it is certainly not nnreasonublo that I
may, as any other man, he misunderstood, I ennnot think any ot my tellow-citizens cupable
of misrepresenting me purposely.  DBut certain it is T um misunderstood if any man believes
we to fuvor the pelicy that wrongs and impoverishes my conntry. It does oceur to me,
fellow-citizens, that the charity, at least, if not the good sense of those who know me, woukd
contradict any such ipsinuation,  True, T only elnim to have done iy duaty, but my record
for the last four years, 1trast, is suflicient proof” of my fidelity to the interests of the south
and all her institwtions,  Can any nan believe me now i favor of, and rveady to advocate,
the abolition of an institution for which 1 have contended so Jong, and which I am as fully
persunded to-day, as ever, was the trae status of the negro ! Swrely not,

But, fellow-citizens, what I may, in common with you all, have to sulanit to, is a very
dififerent thing.  Slavery has been taken from us, The powey that hus already practically
abolished the institution thyeatens totndly and forever to abolish it But does it follow that
Laum in favor of this thing ! By no means.  And, certainly, you who know me will not
demand of me any further assurance than my anteeedents afford that 1 owill, as your repre-
sentative, should vou eleet me, *do all and secure Wl T could for the best interest of the
State, aud the rights and interests of a free people, )

I have thought, and have said, and do now yepeat, that my honest convietion is, we must
aceept the situntion as it is until we can get control onee more of oir own State aflairs,  We
Aot do otherwise and get our place again in the Union, and occupy o position, exert an
intluence, that will protect us ngainst further and greater evils which threaten us. 1 omust,
as any other man whe votes or holds un oflice, submit, for the time, to evils T eannot remedy.

bowant it distinetly understond that 1 do not run on ** Mr. Burruss's platform,” or any
other man’s, sare my nwen,

Should you send me to the convention I will go committed, as I think an honest man can
only commit himselt 7. c., gecording to my best judgment, and with an intention to guard
all the blessings we now enjoy, to the extent of my ability, exert myself, as 1 have said, to
seeure all 1 ean for the interest of our State. I 1 euunaot be trasted, then choose some other
man, who muy have shown himsell” hitherto, nud is now, more truly your friend, and who
ix, in vour judgment, more capable of representing you,

W. L. BRANDON.,

WirkiNsoN Corsry, dugust i, .

No. 4,

OFPer AeriNG ASSIsraNT CoMMISSIONER BUREAU FREEDMEN, &,
FORSOUTHERN IIsriier o Mississipep,
Natehez, Miss., September 25, 1365,

GrNERsL: Tn obedicnee to your request, 1 have the honor to submit the following as the
result of my observations during.the past yenr mmong frecdmen

The opinion and feeling wisong the negroes throughout this distriet, comprising the connties
of Cliiborne, Copinh, Lawrence, Covington, Jones, Wayxne, Jeflerson, Frankling Pike,
Marion, Perry, Greene, Adams, Wilkinson, Amite, Hancock, Hurrvison, amid Juckson, and
Concordin and Tenzas punshes, Louisiung, ave admost unanimous on one point, viz: they will
remain this year on theiv old pluces for a support, und sneh remuneration as the evop raised
an give them, bat nest yenr they will lenve snd make other arvangements,  They say that
they have tricd their old masters, know what they require, and how they will be treated, ad
that, as they we now free, they will iy some other place wd some other way of working.,
They take this view not beeanse they are tived of work, or beennse they want to b idle, hut
becanse they ure free, and want to find ont in what their freedom consists,



102 ’ CONDITION OF THE SOUTH,

To contend with the results of this opinion will be the great work flung wpon the hands
of sorme one next year,  And not only will they have to see that the Juborers are properly
settled, bat they wmnst provide for the erippled, the helpless and the children.  The phanters
catimiot be made to support those who are too feeblic to give any return, and who only remain
beeanse they are too old or too young to get away.  What, then, is to hecome of them !

As to those who can lnbor, theye will be no difficulty-—the demand for luborers will far
exceed the supply, The great trouble will be to keep the negro in the State, e to provide
assistance fior those who are unuble to take care of themselves,  Another want to Im wo-
vided for is that of edication. It we are to have good, industrions, and law-nbiding
prople, we must provide zome weans for their eduention, [t is intended to pluce o teacher
in every town in which schools can e established and protected, From conversations with
intelligent eitizens, whom I feel asswred vepresent the feelings of o large cliss of people,
1 think that for some time the equality of negroes and whites helore the Liw, us regards
testimany, will be werely an equadity in e,

Citizens say that their Jegislntre may, awld probably will, make Tnws veeeiving the tesid-
mony of negroes in all cnses, as a menns of indneing the government to re-admit them to a
full exercise of their State jurisdiction wd representation, but that no southern jury ean
ever be found that, when it comes toa ease where twenty negrobs testily one way, and two
white men testify the other, will not deeide i favor of the white, and vivtundly throw out
the negro testimony, O course this matter of testimony will settle itself with thme, and a
negro's word obtain the smne eredit from his individual charneter as among whites, for the
whites, having cases that they arve dependent npon negro testimony tor, will in the conrse of
time he bronght by their own interests to tnke and dewnd the fudl benefit of the lnw @ but
for some time, althongh legally wdmitted, ot will in fiet he exelnded.

The report of Captain Wavien Peck, ncopy of which 1 have the honor to enelose, gives
a very fuiv view of what the vesult wonld be, were the oflicers of this hurean yeioved,

When [ took clirge here T found a perfeet state of terror among whites and Macks @ hat
now that officers are thickly distributed over the district, complaints are few, and the
Inborers ave welly and, so far as possible, comfortubly tixed for this year,  Out of @ negro
p(»lmluliun of over 70,000, only G40 receive rations from the government as destitutes, i

{ feel no hesitation in saying that it is buperatively necessary to give the system of free
Iubor a fuir trial, aml to scenre to the freedimen all the benefits contemplited by the emuanei-
pation proclumation : that officers or ngents <honld be retained whose duty it is to look
after the interests of this trge cluss of people, and see that they are gradually necustomed
to menage their own business wnd protect theiv own interests,

I lave the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your abedjent servant,
GEORGE D, REYNOLDS,
Major Gth United States Colored Heaey Artillery, and Aeting
Asststant Comm. Bureaw of Frecdmen, Se.. Southern Dist, of Mississippi.
Mujor Genernd Cagt, Senenz,

No, 12
Huanuarters NoRTHERN DISTRICT oF MIssissippel,
Jackson, Miss., Jugust 21, (5G],

Carrats: 1 have the honor to enclose copies of 4 notice 1o forin compunies in this und o
neighboring county, aud of my bdater to Governor Shackey in reference to this matter, In
a disenssion which T had with the governor he told e that it was his intention to raise o
company of militia in every connty ot the State, iu necordnnec with the militin lnw of
Mississippi, mainly tor the purpose of suppressing any nets of violenee which the negroes
may attempt to connnit dwring next winter,  Dealled the attention of the governor to the
fact that the docket, until this day, exhibits only the e of white eriminals, and that all
information proves that almost all the cases of vobhery, nneder, & el were hrought in cone
nexion with voung men in the country lately retarned from military serviee—just the very
sume men who, inall probability. wonld join the intended meetings to form companies of
militin,

The result of the orgauization of such companics, while the State is oeeupied by United
States troops, mostly coloved, cannot be doubte l—the heterogencous element muast elash and
bring about u state of affairs which certainly would prove detrimental to the peace and best
interests of the State,

Governor Sharkey tells me that he Jues applicd 1o President Johnson for authority to raise
the militin, and that he would inform me of any deeision he may reeeive from Washineton
in the mean time 1 consider it my duty to take action as communicated in my letter, nnd
respretfully request the approval of the mnjor genernd commanding department,

Very respectfully, your obedient sevvant,
1JORCOSTERITAUS,
Major General 'oluntecrs.

Captain J, WarnreN MILLER,

A. A, General, Department of Mississippi.

Official copy W. A, GORDON, 1. 4. General.
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Exveemive OFrIcr, Jackson, Miss., Adugust 19, 1865,

Luformmtion huving reached me that partics of bad men have banded together in different
pirts of the State for the purpore of vobbing and plundering, and for \'iufming the law in
various ways, aud that ontrages ol vavious kinds are heing perpetrated, and the military
authoyities of the United States heing insuflicient to proteet the people thronghout the entire
Stute, T do therefore eall upon the people, aud especinlly on sueh as are lable to perform
militury duty, and are fumiline with_military diseipline, to organize volnuteer companies in
vach connty in the State, it practicable, at least one company of eavalry and one of infantry,
as speedily as possible, for the detection, ol criminals, the prevention of erime, and the
‘n’vxl'r\'nliull of goad ovder. And T urge upon these compnnies, whenw formed, that they will
w vigilantin the discharge of these duties, These compnuies will be orgnanized under the
law i relation to volunteer compnnies as contained in the Revised Code, nnd the wnendment
thereto, pussed o the 10th of February, 1560, exeept that as soon as the proper number
shadl volunteer, the election for officers miny take place innmediately and without turther
order, and commissions will be issued ns soon as retirns are received, and the election miny
be held by uny justice of the peace, T nost enrnestly enll upon the yonng men of the State,
who have so distinguished themselves for gallantry, 1o 1espoud promptly o this eall, which
sannde in belinlt of wsufleving peaple.

It will be the duaty, as 1 hope it will he the pleasure, of these companies to pursne and
apprehend all offenders aguinst lnw, and by vigilanee to prevent erime, to ait the civil
nuthorities, and 1o contiihute all in their power to the restovation of good order in the com-
mnnity. Arms will be procured, if-possible, Tor such as may not have them, but T would
advise an inmediate organization with sueh arms as ean he procuyed,

Given nuder iy hand and the great seal of State aflixed, i

W Lo SHARKEY,
Prorisional Gorernor of Mississippi.
By the Goavernor:
Jonx T Eenovs, Seerctary of Statr,

HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT OF MIssissippl,
Jackson, Miss., Aungust 22, 1860,

Carran: 1 bave the hono to enelose copy of a letter received from Governor Sharkey in
reply to my communication of yesterdny, copy of which was sent yon by last cowsier. “1'he
grovernor's procliimation, raising troops in the whole State, changes the status of things, us
it no longer helongs to the limits of wy distriet, hut to the department ;. and, consequently,
I desist fron all further netion in the matter until your instructions have come to hand.

Incvegard to the robberies, Twill state that not a single regudar stage, hetween Big Black
and Jackson, has been earnestly interfered with 5 they were permitted to ran, without molesta.
tion, while the “robbers™ apernted ugainst & Mussachuosetts schoolmaster, some darkies, and
the government messengers; uot a bouse was entered in the vieinity of the field of opern-
tions, not un inhabitant vobbed, A1 “Lome institutions” are apparently sate. The infer-
ence is nataral Uit these highway men we guetilles in the true sense of e word, and are
waging a war against the “invaders,”  The governor wdmits, very candidly, that he knows
that the peaple ave veluctant to give aid 1o me by imparting information,  Several persons
who were hatted by the “robbers,” hut relensed with the exense that they were stopped
by mistuke, refused thatly to give any name of the purty they were stopped by, bt decluied
to know them, ,

You know, captain, that cevtain purties have importuned the governor, from the heginning,
to raise the militin: and, as there was no canse for sueh a measure hefore, it probubly waus
thowght expedient to get up some canse for the desired purpose. Now we have the “rohbe-
ries”—they are very one-sided aned extraordinry—but they furnished the cause so badly
wanted.  The governor is confident that s fow syuads of young men, armed with fowling-
pieces and the omnipresent revolvers, enn suppress all irvegnlarities, which the utmost vigi-
Innee und constunt exertion of - lurge number of United States troops failed to suppress !

I must state yet that the parties arrested under suspicion of participating in the desceribed
robberies ave young men Iately conneeted with the vebel nrmy.  ‘There is no doubt on my
mind that the young men *who steal the despateles from oty messengers”™ will beeome
good members of the intended militia,

With great respect, your obedient servant,
i JOos OSTERITAUS,
_ . : Major Gencral Polunteers.,

Captain J. WARREN MILLER,
A. A, General, Departnant of Mississippi,

Official ¢ »by :
W. A GORDON, . A, General
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HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN DISTRICT OF MISsIs<ipry,
Jackson, Miss., August 21, 1865,

SIR: A notice appenrs in yesterday’s paper, over the signature of Lamar Fontaine, ealling
on the young men ot Hindsund Mudison counties to mieet at Cooper Welis andat Livingstone,
respectively, on the 22d and 24th instaut, for the purpose of orgunizing companies and eleet-
ing officers, -

The notice ereates the impression that some kind of military organization is intended, and
in that event I wonld beg leave to eall your attention to the fuet that the State of Mississippi
in under occupation, and that wartial nw is still in foree, and that no military organizations
can be tolerated which are not under the control of the United States ofticers, I am, there-
fore, in duty bound and compelled to prevent and prohibit all military organization not
recognized us a portion of the United States forees, unless they are formed under specinl nuthor-
ity of the War Departnent, or the mujor general commanding the department oft Mississippi.

I cun assure your excelleney that lhcuunhwrul‘h’nupsin the connties of Hinds and Madisonis
amply sufticient to give the civil authorities all the assistinee they may possibly necd, and
the means at my disposul ave amply suflicient to stop all erime, provided the civil authorities
will co-operate sineerely with the military commanders, and furnish information promptly and
voluntarily, as the public penee and safety require them to do,

I respeetiully request that youw will communicate the tenor of this conununication to Mr.
Fontuine, )

Bolieve me, with great esteem, your excelleney’s obedient servant,
P JOs, OSTERIALS,
Muajor General olunteers,
His Excelleney Hon, W, L. SHARKEY, -
Prozvisional Goreernor of Mississippi.

Official copy : W. A. GORDON, 4. 4. G.

Execerive Ovrice, Jackson, Miss., August 22, 1765,

GENERAL: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of yester-
day, in which you call my attention to the fuet that the Stute of Mississippi is still under
military occupation, nnd that martind law is stil} in foree, and that no militwry organizations
can be tolernted which are not under the control of United States officers; and yout add that
you will feel bound to prevent such organizations, and yoeu ulso assure me that you have
sufticicut troops iu the counties of Hinds and Madisou to aid the civil authorities,  "This Just
remark was made by you with reference to a particular organization which has been pro-
posed in those counties, 1 lve, however, issued wgeneral order on this subject, s copy of
which T hand you, regretting that you have felt yourself competled to tuke this view of the
subject, und I Know “yon are prompted by a sense of duty, I heg to remind you that for
twelve or fifteen consceutive nights passengers travelling in the stuge between here and
Vicksburg have been robbed, and these things have ocewrred within twelve or filteen wiles of
your own hewdquarters, T would not be understood as reflecting in the slightest degree on
you. I kunow you have every desive to prevent such oceurrences, and will use every menns
i your power to o so, nnd to arrest the culprits, 1 know, too, that the people are reluctant
to give you aid by imparting information to you, but, in addition to these rohberies, informa-
tion daily reaches me of the perpetration of outrages, committed in various ways in distunt
parts of the State where you have no military force. The people are calling on e for pro-
tection, which I cannot give them under existing circumstances, and it was to give them
relief that the military organizations have heen ordered. It further justification be necessary,
1 muy add in the Jast interview 1 had with the President, in speaking of anticiputed troubles,
he distinetly stuted to me that I could organize the militin it it should become necessary, |1
think the necessity is now manifest, und therefore claim the authority of the President of the
United States for my action, It was precisely under this authority that in my proclamation
of the st of July I called upon the people in unprotected conuties to organize for their se-
curity, I will also state that the President has been apprised of what T am doing in this
respecet, and when he shall change his instricetions Twilly of course, yicld obedience; bhut
until he shall do so, T shall feel it to he my duty to carry out the line of policy I have adopted.
I need searcely assare you, general, that this is not it any sense u hostile demonstration, und
feel quite sure no evil can result from it Mississippi has spoken too plainly in her conven-
tion to leave any doubt about her future purposes,

Believe mie, with great respeet, yonur most obedient servant,
W. L. SHARKEY,
Provisivnal Governor of Mississippi.
Mujor General 1'. Jos, OsTERIAUS,

Officlal copy W. A, GORDON, 4, AL (.
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No. 43.

OFFICE ACTING ASSISTANT CoMMISSIONER FREEDMEN 8 BUREAU
FOR NORTHERN DISTRICT OF MISSISSIPPI,
Jackson, Miss., September 28, 1865,

MaJOR: In compliance with your request desiring me to furnish you s list of crimes and
assaults against frecedmen, I have the honar to report that on or about the 18th day of Au-
ust, 1865, Matilda, a colored woman, wus murdered by one J. H, Riley and son, in New-
ton county, in this State, for simply remonstrating against whipping her son, Lucinda, a
colored woman, in Yalobusha county, was stripped naked, tied to a tree, and severely whipped
by three men, names unknown, In the county of Holes, between the 5th and 15th days
of September, 1€65, five negroes were murdered ; names of the perpetrators unknown, In
Simpson county, ahout the 1st of August, a father and his two sons cruelly whipped and
abused a colored woman in their employ, Near Launderiale Springs, Castwell Eads, a citi-
zen, by his own statement, shot and wounded a colored man for simply refusing to obey his
command, halt! while he was running trom him after bcin;{. crnell{ whipped. In 8mith
county, S. 8. Catchings, o citizen, followed a colored man, who had left his plantation, over-
ook him, knocked him down, and beat him brutally,
These are all the cases of which I have detailed aecounts, none but general reports having

yet been received from the agents.  These indicate that cruelty is fiequently practiced.

I ann, sir, very respectfully, your obedicnt servant,
R. S. DONALDSON,

Licutenant Colonel, Aeting Assistant Commissioner.

Major W. A, GORDON,
Assistant Adjwtant General,

N No. 44.
SAVANNAU, GA., August 1, 1863.

GENERAL: In answer to your question with regard to free labor at the South, and particu-
Jarly the way in which the contract system is viewed by persons who were formerly slave-
holders, I would stute that these persons nceept the present condition of atfairs as an alternative
forced upon them, believing still that the emuncipation of their slaves was a great blunder,
and that slnvery is the only system by which the.coloved luborer can be made profitable to
his employer,

Within this district the plantation contracts now in force were entered into just subsequent
to the arrival of the avmy, aud when it was impossible for planters to undertako the care of
their plantations,  The negroes, theiefore, planted for themselves, promising the owner a fair
pm}mrtimx of the erop us rent for the use of the land,

Now, however, the matter comes up in a ditferent shape. Owners have returned, and it
is necessary to muake arrangements for the next senson.  Most of them compluin and find
fault with the government, and remain inactive.  So long as the military form prevails they
seem to submit and to conform to present requirements, but at heart they are unfriendly.
Some few, however, ask of us what we ave going to do with the negro, and what provision
will be made with regard to labor,  There is nothing in their conduct that betokens sympa-
thy with our movements, or a desire te co-oporate with us carnestly in our work. The rebel
spirit i as bitter us ever in the minds of the southern people, To teturn to the sld customs
is now thefr effort, and step by step they would take us back to where we were when the war
broke ont, ‘T'hey will contract with the freedmen, not becanse they prefor to, but because
they are obliged to, and so long as the authority of the United States is prosent for the pro-
tection of all parties, and to compel a fuithful performance, the agreement will be carried out;
but should the army he withdrawn, the freedmen would virtually be reduced to sluvery, and
freedom-loving men would find s southern residence unsafe,

I think the negro is disposed to fulfil his contract, and in cases where it has seemed other-
wise, the other party has often been at fault,

While I have met & few planters who seem to realize that emancipation is a fixed fact, and
that they must make the most of present circumstances, by resorting to the only means b
which labor can now be obtained, (the contract system,) I ﬁave fouud scarcely one who will
epter into the matter with any kind of sympathy, or with either the belief or the hope that
our plans will eventuslly succeed, for they feel keenly that the success of those plaus will
prove the foolishness of slavery. .

The coming year will produce a change of opinion at the South, I think, if by thorough
supervision we sscure protection to free labor.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant, »
A. P. KETCHUM.
Maior General CARL SCHURZ,

Ex. Doc. 2—8
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LETTER OF GENERAL GRANT CONCERNING AFFAIRS AT THE SOUTH.

HeapQuArRTERS ARMIES OF THE UNITED STA'I“ES,
Washington, D. C., December 18, 1865

Sir: In reply to your note of the 16th instant, requesting a report from me
giving such information as I may be possessed of coming within the scope of
the inquiries made by the Senate of the United States in their resolution of
the 12th instant, I have the honor to submit the following :

With your approval, and also that of the honorable Sccretary of War, I left
Washington city on the 27th of last month for the purpose of making a tour
of inspection through some of the southern States, or States lately in rebellion,
and to see what changes were necessary to be made in the disposition of the
military forces of the country; how these forces could be reduced and expenses
curtailed, &ec.; and to learn, as fur as possible, the feelings and intentions of
the citizens of those States towards the general government,

The State of Virginia being so accessible to Washington city, and informa-
tion from this quarter, thercfore, being readily obtained, I hastened through
the State without conversing or meeting with any of its citizens, In Raleigh,
North Carolina, I spent one day; in Charleston, South Carolina, two days;
Savannah and Augusta, Georgia, each one day. Both in travelling and whilst
stopping I saw much and conversed freely with the citizens of those States as
well as with officers of the army who have been stationed among them, 'The
following are the conclusions come to by me.

I am satisfied that.the mass of thinking men of the south accept the present
situation of affairs in good faith, "The questions which have heretofore divided
the sentiment of the pcople of the two sections—slavery and State rights, or
the right of a State to secede from the Union—they regard ag having been get-
tled forever by the highest tribunal—arms—that man can resort to, I was
pleased to learn from the leading men whom I met that they not only accepted
the decision arrived at as final, but, now that the smoke of battle has cleared
away and time has heen given for reflection, that this decision has been a for-
tunate one for the whole country, they receiving like benefits from it with those
who opposed them in the field and in council.

Four years of war, during which law was executed only at the point of the
bayonet throughout the States in rebellion, have left the people possibly in a
condition not to yield that ready obedience to civil authority the American peo-
ple have generally been in the habit of yielding. This would render the pres-
ence of small garrisons throughout those States necessary until such time as
labor returns to its proper channel, and civil authority is fully established. I
did not meet any one, either those holding places under the government or citi-
zens of the southern States, who'think it practicable to withdraw the military
from the south at present. The white and the black mutually require the pro-
tection of the general government.

There ia such universal acquiescence in the authority of the general govern-
ment throughout the portions of country visited by me, that the mere presence
of a military force, without regard to numbers, is sufficient to maintain order.
Thi good of the country, and economy, require that the furce’kept in the inte-
riot, where there are meny frecdmen, (clsewhere in the southern States than at
forts-ttpon the seacoast no force is'necessary,) should all be white troops. The
reasous for this are obvious without mentioning many of them. The presence
of black troops, lately slaves, demoralizes labor, both by their advice and b
furnishing in their camps a resort for the freedmen for long distances arouand.
White troops generally excite no opposition, and therefore a small number of
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them can maintain order in a given district. Colored troops must be kept in
bodies sufficient to defend themselves. It is not the thinking men who would
use violence towards any class of troops sent among them by the general gov-
ernment, but the ignorant in some places might; and the late slave seems to be
imbued with the idea that the property of his late master should, by right, be-
long to him, or at least should have no protection from the colored soldier.
There is danger of collisions being brought on by such caunses.

My observations lead me to the conclusion that the citizens of the southern
States are anxious to return to self'government, within the Union, as soon as
possible ; that whilst reconstructing they want and require protection from the
government; that they are in earnest in wishing to do what they think is re-
quired by the government, not humiliating to them as citizens, and that if such
a course were pointed out they would parsue it in good faith, It is to be re-
gretted that there cannot be a greater commingling, at this time, between the
citizens of the two scctions, and particularly of those intrusted with the law-
making power. .

I did not give the operations of the Freedmen’s Bureau that attention I
would have done if more time had been at my disposal.  Conversations on the
subject, however, with officers connected with the burcau, lead mo to think that,
in some of the States, its affairs have not been conducted with good judgment
or cconomy, and that the belief, widely spread among the freedmen of the
southern States, that the lands of their former owners will, at least in part, be
divided among them, has come from the agents of this bureau. This belief is
seriously interfering with the willingness of the freedmen to make contracts for
the coming year, Insome form the Freedmen’s Bureau is an absolute necessity
until civil law is established and enforced, securing to the freedmen their rights
and full protection. At present, however, it is independent of the military es-
tablishment of the country, and secms to be operated by the different agents of
the bureau according to their individual notions. Xverywhere General Howard,
the able head of the bureau, made friends by the just and fair instructions and
advice he gave; but the complaint in South Carolina was that when he left,
things went on as hefore. Many, perhaps the majority, of the agents of the Freed-
men’s Burcau advise the freedmen that by their own industry they must expect
to live. T'o this end they endeavor to secure employment for them, and to see
that both contracting partics comply with their engagements, In some in-
stances, I am sorry to say, the freedman’s mind does not seem to be disabused
of the idea that a freedman has the right to live without care or provision for
the future, The effect of the belief in divigion of lands is idleness and accu-
mulation in camps, towns, and ‘cities. In such cases I think it will be found
that vice and disease will tend to the extermination or great reduction of the
colored race. It cannot be expected that the opinions held by men at the south
for years can be changed in a day, and therefore the freedmen require, for a few
years, not only laws to protect them, but the fostering care of those who will
give them good counsel, and on whom they rely.

The Freedmen’s Bureau being separated from the military establishment of
the country, requires all the expense of a scparate organization. One does not
necessarily know what the other is doing, or what orders they are acting under.
It seems to me this could be corrected by regarding every officer on duty with
troops in the southern States as an agent of the Freedmen’s Bureau, and then
have all orders from the head of the bureau sent through department com-
manders. This would create a responsibility that would secure uniformity of
action throughout all the south ; would insure the orders and instructions from
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the head of the bureau being carried out, and would rdieve ,from Aduty and pay
a large number of employés of the govemment RN A
I bave the honor to be, very respectfully, ,onr,,(w dlent servant,
U. 8. G m,'l Lieuténant Gmeral
His Excellency ANDREW JOHNSON, i L
President of the United States. ' ' i
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