25th CONGRESS, [ SENATE. | [47:']
2 Session.

IN SENATE OF THE UNI'TTED STATES.

Dicranier 27, 1837,

Read, and ordered wo be printed.

M. Carnoun submitted the following motion for consideration :

Resotved, That in the adoption of the Federal constitution, the States

wopting the same acted, severally, as free, independent, and sovereign
States : andd that cach, for itsel(, by its own voluntary assent, entered the Union
with the view Lo its inereased sceurity, against all dangers, domestic as
well as foreign, and the more perfect and secure enjoyment of its advanta-
ges, natural, political, and cocial.
" Resolved, That in delegating a portion of their powers to he exercised
by the Federal Government, the States retained, severally, the exclusive
and sole right over their own dowestic institutions andpolice, and are
aloe reponsible for them; and that any intermeddling of any one or more
Sqates, or w combination ol their citizens, with the dowestic institutions and
police of the others, on any ground, or under any pretext whatever, politi-
cal, woral, or relizious, with the view to their alteration, or subversion, is
anassumption of superiority not warranted by the constitution ; insulting
tthie States interfered with 5 tending o endanger their dowsestic peace and
mnquillity 3 subversive of the vhjeets for whicli the constitution was form-
ed jand, by neceszury censcquence, tonding to weaken and destroy the
Union itself.

foesoleed, "That this Government was instituted and adepted by the sev-
eral States of this Union as a connnon agent, in order to carry into efiect
the powers which they had delegated by the constitution for their mutual
seearity and prosperity 5 and that, in fullilment of this high and sacred
trust, this Government is hound so to exercise its powers as to give, as far
asmay he practicable, increascd stability and security to the domestic insti-
ttions of the States that compose the Union ; and that it is the soletun
duty of the Government to resist all atteupts by oue portion of the Union
tuse it as an instrument to attack the domestic institutions of another, or
loweaken or destroy sueh institutions, instead of strengthening and up-
holding them, as it is in duty bound te do.

Resolved, 'That domestic slavery, as it exists in the southern  and west-
et States of this Union, composes un igortant part of their doinestic insti-
ttions, inherited from their ancestors, and existing at the adoption of the
constitntion, by which it is recognized as constituting an essential elemcit
mthe diswibution of its powers amenz the States, and that no change of
apinion, or feeling, on the part of the cther States of the Union in relation
foity ean justify them or their citizens in open and systematic attacks there-
an with the view (o its overthrow @ and that all such attacks are in mani-
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fest vioktion of the mutaal and soletn pledie to protect and defend el
ather, given by the States, vespeetively, on entering into the constitutiona|
conpact which formed the Union, and. as sucly is o manifest hreacly of
farth, and w violation of the most solenm obligations, moral and religious.

oesolred, That the mterineddling of any Stude or States, or theircitizens
o aholish slavery 1 this Distriet, or any of the Territories, on the ground,
or under the pretext, that 1Us innnoral or sinful s or the passage of any ac
or meastire of Conaress, with that view, would b a direct and dangerony
attack ol the institntions of all the slaveholding States, '

Resolved, 'That the upion of these States rosts on an equadity of righs
and advantages among its members 5 and that whatever destroys that
equality, tends to destroy the Union itself'; and that it is the solen duty
of all, and more especially of this body, which represents the States in their
corporate capacity, to resist all attempts to disernninate between the States
i extending the henelits of the Government to the several portions of the
Union, and that to refuse to extend to the southern and western Stales any
advantace which wonld tend to strengthen, or render them more seeure, or
inerease their fimns or population by the wunexation of Bew territory or
States, on the asstmption or under the pretext that the imstitution of slavery,
as it exists among then, is innoral or sinful; or otherwise ohnoxious, would
e contrary to that equality of rights and advantages which the couestini:
uon was intended to seenre alike to all the members of the Union. and
would, in etfeet, distranchise the slaveliolding States, withholding from
them the advantoges. while it subiected them to the burdens, of the Gov.
erumelt



