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N0 MORE SLAVE-HUNTING.

In the U, S. Senate on the 7th ultimo, Mr. Sumner
submitted an claborate report from the Select Com-
mittee on Slavery and the treatinent of Freedmen, to
wiiom were referred sundry petitions asking for the
repeal of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850; and, also;
asking for the repeal of all acts for the rendition of
fugitive slaves. In its apirit and purpose, and the
general treatment of the subject, it is worthy of the’

highest commendation, We regard that portion of it,
however, which attempts to prove that Article IV.
Section 2 daes not and was not intended to apply to
fugitive slaves as fallacious, and contradicted by the
uni form action of the nation in regnrd to it from the
adoption of the Constitution to the present hour. It
cau do nothing towards cffecting the repeal of the Fa-
gitive Slave Law to attempt, by any inlerprelation
however ingenious, to turn back the current of history:
and of popular feeling for seventy yenrs. The “cov-
cnant with death ” was made, and the * agreement
with hell” ratificd ;  and therefore our present terri-
ble vigitation as / nation.

The following extract from Mr. Summer’s Report
is touchingly expressed :—

THE FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT.

" And, first, a3 to its consequences. In the history
of the African race these can never be forgotten.
Since the first authorization of the slave trade, noth-
ing so terrible had fallen upon this unhappy people,
whether we contemplate s cruelty to individuals
or the wide-spread proseription whi¢h it launched
agzainst all who were “ guilty of a skin not colored as
our own.” .

It is sad to know of suffering anywhere, evenby a
single lowly person.  But our feelings are enhanced
when individual sorrows are multiplied, and the blow
descends upon a whole race. History, too, takesup
the grief. The Jews expelled from Spain by merci-
fess decrees; the Huguenats driven from France by
the revocation of the edict of Nantes ; our own Pu-
ritan fathers compelled to exile for religious freedom
all these receive a gushing sympathy, and we detest
the tyrants.  These were perseeutions for religion in
days of religious bigetry and darkness. But an
American Congress, in this age of Christian light,
not-in the fanaticism of Slavery, did an act which
cah find companionship only with these enormitics
of the past. The fugitive slave act carried distress
and terror to every person of African blood in the
free States. Al were fluttered, as the arbitrary edict
commenced its swoop over the land,  The very ru-
mor that o slave-hunter was in town so shook the
nerves of a sensitive freeman, on whom was
the ban of color, that he died. To Jarge num.-
bers this act was a decree of instamtancous ex-

ulsion from the Republic, under the penalties of

Slavery to them and their heirs forever. Stung with
despair, as many ag 6,00V Uhristian men and women,
meritorious jiersens—a larger band than that gf the
escaping Puritans—plecipitately fled from homes
which they had established, opportunities of uselul-
ness which they had found, and the regard of fellow-
citizens, until at last. in an unwelcome norihern
climate, beneath the British flag, with glad voices
of freedom on their lips, though with the yearnings
of exile in their hearts, they were happy in swelling
the chant, ** God save the Queen.”

But such an injustice cannot be restrained in its
influence.  Wherever it shows itself; it is an exten-
sion of Slavery, with all the wrong, violence, and
bratality whicl are the natural outgrowth of Slavery.
The free States became little better than 4 huge ont-
lying plantation, guivering uader the lash of theover-
seer; or, rather, they were a diversified hunting-
graund for the flying bondman, resounding always
with the “ hallon™” of the huntsman. There 1
o be no rest.  The chase was hardly finished at Bos-
ton before it broke out at Philadelphia, Syracuse, or
Buftalo, and then again raged furiously over the prai-
ries of the west.  Not a case ocurred which did not
shock the conscienee of the country, and sting it with
anger.  The records of the time attest the aceuracy
of this statement. Perhaps there i3 no instance in
history where human passion showed itself in grand-
er forms of expression, or where eloquence lent all
ber gifts more completely to the demands of liberty,
than the speech of an eminent character now dead
aud buried in a foreign land, denouncing the capture
of Thowmas Simuns, at Boston, and invoking the juda-
ment of God and man upon the agents in this wick-
eduess.  The great effore cannot be forgotten in the
higtory of humanity. But every case pleaded with
an eloquence of its own, until, at last, one of those
tragedies occurred which darken the heavens, and
cry out with a voice that will be heard. It was the
vaice of a mother standing over her murdered child.
Margaret Garner had escaped from Slavery with
three children, but she was overtaken at Cincinnati.
Unwilling tosce her offspring returned to the sham-
bles of the south, this unhappy person, described in
the testimony as *a wamanly, amiable, affectionate
mother,” determined to save them in the only way
within her power.” With a butcher knife, coolly and
deliberately, she took the life of one of the children,
deseribed as “ almost white, and a little girl of rare
ueauty, - ang atempred, WiLIous suceess, to take tin
life of the other two. Lo the preacher who interro
gated hier, she exclaimed : “ The child was my own

siven me of God todo the best a mother could in it:

ehalf. T have done the best I could; I would have
done more and better for the rest; I knew it was
better for them to go home to God than back to sla-
very.”  Butshe wasrestrained in her purpose.  The
fugitive slave act trivmphed ; and afier the determi-
nation of sundry questions of jurisdiction, this devot-
ed historic mother, with the two children that remain:
ed to her, and the dead body of the little one just
emancipated, was escorted by a national guard of
armed men to the doom of Slavery. But her vase
did not end with this revoltingsacrifice.  So long as
the human heart is moved by human suffering, the
story ol this mather will be read with alternate an-
ger and grief, while it is studied as_a perpetual wit-
niess tothe slaveholding tyranny which then ruled the
Republic with execrable exactions, destined at last to
break out in war, as the sacrifice of Virginia by her
fatheris a perpetual witness to the decemviral tyran-
nv which rnled Rame.

" But liberty is always priceless.  There are other
instances less known, in which kindred wrong has
been done.  Every case was a tragedy—under the
forms of law,  Worse than poisoned bowl or dagzer
was the certificate of a commissioner—who was al-
lowed, without interruption, to continue his dreadful
trale.  Even since the rebellion for Slavery has been
raging in blood, the pretension of returning slaves to
their masters has not been abandoned.  The piety of
Abraham, who offered up Jsaac as a sacrifice to Je-
hovah, has been imitated, and the country has con-
tinued to offer up its fugitive slaves as a sacrifice to
Slavery. It is reported, on good authority, that
among the slaves thus offered up was one who, by his|
communications to the govermment, had been” the
means of saving upwards of one hundred thousand
dollars. Andherein Washington, since the beneficent
act of emancipation, even in sight of the flag floating
from the national Capitol, the fugitive slave act has
been made a scourge and a terror to innocent men
and women.

If all these pains and sorrows had redounded in
any respect to the honor of the country, or had con-
tributed in any respeet to the strength of the Union,
then we might confess, perhaps, that something at
feast had been gained. * But, alas! there has been
nothing but unmixed evil,  The country has suffered
in its good pame, while foreign nations have pointed
with scorn toa republic which could sanction such in-
decencies.  Nota case oceurred which was ot greed-
ly chronicled in Europe, and circulated there by the
snemies of liberal institutions, Even since the re-
betlion bcgan, in the name of Slavery, the existence
o’ this odious enactment unrepealed on our statute-
book has been guoted abroad to show that the sup-
sorters of the Union are ay little deserving of syni-
sathy as the rebel slavemongers.  But from the en-
orcement of this enactment the Union has suffered ;
or not a slave was thrust back into bondage without
weakening those patriotic sympathies, north and
wouth, which are its best support. The natural irri-
ation of the north as it beheld all the safeguards of
reedom overthrown, and Slavery triumphant in its
rery streets, was encoontered by a savage exultation
n the south, whichseemed to dance ahoutits victims.
Bach instance wasthe occasion of new exasperations
w both sides, which were skillfully employed by
vicked conspirators “to fire the southern Eeart." .

The Report concludes in the following words:—

““ Unhappily, the statute must always remain in the

pages of our history. Buat every day of delay in

its repenl is hurtful to the national cause, and to the

national name. YWould you put down the rebellion ?

Would you uphold our fame abroad? Would you

save the Constitution from outrage * Would you ex-

' tinguish slavery? Above all, would you foliow the
[ Canstitution and establish justice? Then repesl this
' statute at once. - :
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