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STATE BSOVEREIGNTY AND FPERSONAL
RIGHTS.

From our youth up we have been trained in
the school of State Righta. The Stafes, first,
the Union, second, is our motto. Whatsoever
powers are not expressly delegated to the Fed-
eral Government, are regerved to the States, or
the Poople thereof. As tho power to abolish
Slavery ‘within the States was never so delega-

, ted, it belongs alone to the States. State Sov-
ercignty may shield Slavery within its limits
from Federal action, but so it protects Liberty
from Federal usurpation and the aggressions
of Slavery. As an example, take that outrage-
ous act of Slavery aggression and Federal
tyranny,fthe Fugitive Slave Bill—to what must
we look for protection against its unconstitu-
tional provisions, until there be force enough
in Congress to repoal it? To Stato Sovereign-
ty. Without collision with the Federal Gov-
ernmeont, without violation of the Federal Con-
stitution, it is yet possible for the States to
counteract the opemtion of the Bill, and baflle
the Tyranny which is attempting t.o put it in
force. Prudence teaches that this reserved
power, residing in Stato Sovereignty, should
not bo used, except in extremo cases, and of
those the Stat> must be the judge. Monarch-
ists in creed, Centralists, partisans who regard
the States as little better than private corpora-
tions, and the Government af Washington as
the only real'government, who think more of
the Union than Liberty, more of Federal au-
thority, although tonding to usurpation, than
the rights of the States, although exercised
against it, will of course pronounce this doc-
trine very herctical and dangerous, full of
fanaticism and disunion. Thus, the National
Intelligencer stands aghast ut -tho Poraonal
Liberty Bill, which has just passed the Logisla-
ture of Massaehusetts bya lnrge majority. “Fa.
naticism,” it exclaims, is in full sway in Mas-
i gachusetta.” * *  “Alos for the Conatitu.
tion, whén fanntics at both ends are tugging at
its heart-strings.”

Rosistauce to Tyranny has always been stig-
matized as “fanaticism ”* by the worshippers of
Powar. It were well for these ultra Federaliats
to remomber that tho true way.to preserve the
Constitution is, tonbatain from the exercise of
‘powers nof gtanted, or of doubtful existence,
and the true way to maintain the Union,
to respect the rights of tho States, The
Federal . Government, in disregarding- theso
two -rales, becomes responsible - for whatever
conflict follows wnh the States and Public
Opinion.

The Fugitive Slave Act is unconsmutmna.l
and flagitious — odious and oppressive, espe-
cmlly to the Freo States. They canriot acqui-
esce iti it; and they ought not; still, if by the
exercise of their reserved rights they can coun-
teract this nsurpation,. without. resort: to vio-
Tonce, let them do so. Some of them have al-
ready’ attempted -this? the Personal Liberty
Bill of Massachusetts, go rudely asgailed by the
Intcutgencer, is designod, nat to interpose any
forcible resistance to the exccution of the Fu-
gmve Slave Act, but to withdraw the: State and
;ts citizens’ gon)plbtely f}-om qll part;eg nﬁoq in
ita ent'orcement. { Tta’langus thig, Federal
‘Gavermmant ig; :if you will ‘persist in
consutuhopnl, oRpressivs, aad odigt¥ measure,
you must dejiend. solelyupon your o%h powei
for its adminiatration and execution—the State
and the oxﬁzenn shdll .give
umance-—-o.nd let yo
tlmt, in; nemng you, ey o’ﬂ'end in no point
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f the Commonwenlth, s0,that;$hey shohld ng
bn occupied to detain nﬁege Hfugitive ulavou;
‘and also to punish Lhosew hng theue prds N
visions,.

“2. The next ﬁ\e gections, ' and ﬁ'om the{
eighteenth to the t.wenty firat, mclumve, are for
the purpose of sccuring the right of trial by

aa ‘well as..of the writs of habeas- corpns

l{ érsonal replavin.

#3; Thé geyen| and mgbth sections gre in.
tende‘d to. umsh by fine and 1mpmonment all

thoso who shall beinstrumental in transmuting

a freoman into o slave, whether by sending into
slavery any men who has always been free, or
by returning one who hag escaped, either to a
'ﬁmon other thajt: the slave-master-from whoin

) eacuped or to any oie to whom his ¢service
or labor!"is not ‘due;’ and to enabla the a:
legéd slave whoris lnjul‘éd by, such unjust rendi-
tioh to recovér damages therefor. -

-4 The ninth, thirteenth, aud fourteenth
sections aro’ for the purpose of prohibiting
Massachusetts officials of every kmd tP rom acting
at all for the return of alleged slaves.

.45, The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth sections
deprive of all Stato offices the map who grants
a certificate for the return of an alleged slave,
and tho attorney who acts as counsel for the
claimant, incapcitating the former from there.
after holding any office of trust, honor, or profit,
under the laws of the Commonwealth, and the
latter feom ‘thereaftor practicing .in the courts

- of the'State.

i  4g., The fifteenth and mxteenth gections, at
the same time that they provide commissioners
\for the defence of tho alleged slavo, expressly
'allow any volunteer attorney whose services are
desired by the defendant to act in the easo.-

#7, The Fugitive Slave Act having been de-
clared at once unconstitntional and unchristian
| by the resolutions of the present Logislature,
sanctioned by the Governor and Council, the
seventeenth soction is to prevent the use of the
State prisona and jails for the 1m?nsonment of
those who disobey its provisions.

Now, what does Common Sense teach? Re-
peal tho infamous Act which is attempted to
be enforced in the teeth of the Humanity, Mo-
rality, and Religion of the North and West,
and leave the caso of tho reclamation of fugi-
tives from service or labor, to stand as it does

in tho Conatitution, a stipulation between the

gisallow the uso of the jafls s:)igoﬁmr B 1ldmg;

Snatétbugits {ake'cate |

States, to be legislated on by the States alone.
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