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SELECTIONS.

SPEECH
oe
HON. CHARLES SUMNER,
IN THE
SENATE OF THE UWNITED STATES,
0N 1113 MOTION TO
REPEAL THE PUGITIVE SLAVE BILL.
FEBRUARY 23, 1855,

Mr. Presoent,—On a former ocension, as Slav-
ery was nbout to cluteh one of its triumphs, I rose
to make my final opposition to it nt midnight. It
is now the sume hour. Slavery is agnin pressing
for its nceustomed victory, which I again undertake
for the moment to arrest. Itis hardly an accident
al conjunction which thus constantly brings Slavery
and midnight torether.

Since eleven o’clock this forenoon, we have been
in onr seats, detained by the dominant mnjority,
which, in subservience to Slavery, has refused to
postpone this question or to adjourn. All other
things nre neglected. The various public interests
which, at this late stage of the session, all press
for attention, are put aside, Aceording to the
usages of the Senate, Friday is dedieated to the
consideration of private claims. [ have been ne-
customed to call it our duy of justice, and I have
been glad that, since these matters are referred to
us, at least one day in the week has been thus set
apart. But Slavery graspe this whole Jay, and
changes it to & day of injustice. By the Calendar,
which I hold in wy hand, it appears that, at this
moment, upwards of seventy-five private bills, with
which are agsociated the hopes nnd fears of widows
and orphans, and of all who eome to Congress for
relicf, are on your table neglected, ay, sir, sucri-
ficed to the bill which ia now urged with so much
pertinacity. Like Juggernaut, the bill is driven
over the prostrate vietims. And here is another
sacrifice to Slavery.

But I do not adequately expose the character of
thiz bill when I say it is a sacrifice to Slavery. It
isa sacrifice to Slavery in its most odivus form.
Bad ns Slavery may be, it ig not so bad as hunting
slaves. ‘There is o sceming apulogy fur Slavery at
home, in the States where it provails, founded on
the difliculties in the position of the master and
the relations of personal attachment which it some-
times exeites; but every apology fails when you
seck again to enslave the fugitive whom the master
conld not detain by duress, or by kindness; and
who, by courage and intelligence, under the guid-
ance of the north star, bas achieved a happy Free-
dom.” Sir, there is a wide dillerence hetween o
Slaveholder and a Slave-Hunter.

But the bill before you is to aid in tho ehase of
slaves. This is its object. This is its* being's "
end and nim.”  And this bill, with this object, is;
pressed upon the Senate hy the honorable Senator |
from Connccticut, [Mr. Tovcer.] No$ from sluve,
soil, hut from free svil, comes this effort. = A Sen-
ator from the North—u Senutor from New-England ;
—lends himselfl to the work, and with unnutum”
z(l::xl helps to bind still stronger the fetters of the |
slave.

Mr. Rr¥s. Wil the honorable Senator allow mic |
to interrupt him? ) :

Me. Suvaver. Certainly.

Mr. Rusk. I ask him to point out the words in |
this bill where Slavery is mentioned. i

Mr. Svuxer. I amglad the Senator fromn Texas
has asked the question, for it brings attention at
once to the truc character of this bill. [ know its
language well, and also its plausible title. On its
face it purports to be ¢ a bill to proteet officers and
other porsons icting under the authority of the
United States :* and it proeeeds to provide for the
transfer of certain proceedings from the State court
to the Circuit Courts of the United States.  And
yet, sir, by the admission of this whole debate,
stretehing from noon to midnight, it is a bill to
bolster up the Fugitive Slave Act.

Mr. Rusk. T have not lstened to the debate,
but I ask the Senator to point out in the bill the
place where Slavery is mentioned. 1If the Consti-
tution and laws appoint officers, and require them
to ({isclmrge duties, will he abandom them to the
mob ! :

Mr. Svuyer. The Senator asks me fo point out
any place in this bill where Slavery is mentioned.
Why. sir, this is quite unnecessary. I might ask
the Senator to point out any place’in the Constitu-
tion of the United States where ¢ Slavery’ is men-
tioned, or where the word * slave’ can be found,
and he could not do it. ’

Mr. Rusk. That is evading the question. [
asked the Senator to point out in the bill the
clanse where Slasery is mentioned. 'I'he bill pro-
poses to protectofficers of the United States, whom
you appoint, in discharging their duties. If they
aro to be left unprotected, repeul yonr law.

Mr. Svu~er. I respond to the Senator with all
my beart, * repeal your law.” Yeg, sir, repeal the
Fugitive Act, which now requires the support of
supplewmentary legislation. Rewmove this ground of
offence. And before I sit down, I hope to make
that very motion. Meanwhile, I evade no question
propounded by the honorable Senator; butT de not
consider it neccessary to show that‘ Slavery’ is
mentioued in the bill. It may not be found there
in mume ; but Slavery is the very soul of the bill.

Mr. Rusk rose. . .

Mr. Svyner. The Semator has interrapted me
several times; he may do it more; but perhaps, he
had better let me go on.

Mr. Resk. T understand the Senator ; but 1
make no boast of that sort. )

Mr. Scuxer.  Very well. At last I may be al-
lowed to proceed. Of the bill in question, I have
little to say. Its technieal character has been ex-
posed by various Senators, aud cspeciully by my
valued Triend, the Seuutor from Ohio, [Mr. Cussg,]
who opened this debate. Suffice it to suy, that it
is an intrusive and offensive encroachment on
the State Rights, calculated to subvert _thu power
of the States in the -protection of the liberties of
her citizens. This consideration alone would be
ample to secure its rejection, if the attachment to
State Rights, so often avowed by Senators, were not
utterly lost in o stronger attachment to Slavery.
But on these things, although well worthy of at-

tention, I do not dwell. O )jecr.iunnble as the bill
may be on this ground, it becowes much more 80
when I 1epard it as an effors to bolster up the Fu-
gitive Slave Act, . R

Of this nct it is difficalt to speak with modera-
tion. Conceived in defiance of the Constitation, and

in atter disregard of every sentiment of justice and
humanity, it should be regarded as an outlaw. It
may have the form of legislation, but it Jacks every
essential element of law.  1° bave so often exposed
its churacter on this floor, that I shall be brif

now, . . .
. There is an argument agninst it which has espe-
cial importance at this moment, when the Fugitive
Act is mado the oceasion of a now assault on Stato

Rights. This very act is an assumption by Congress
of power not delegated to it under the Constitution,
and an infraction of rights secured to the States You
will mark, if you please, the double aspect of this
proposition, in ssserting not only an resumption
of power hy Congress, hut an infraction of State
Rights. And this proposition, I venture to say,
defies answer or cavil. Show me, sir, if’ you can,
the clause, sentence, or word, in the Constitution,

which gives to Congress any powor to Jegisiate on
this subject. I challenge honorable Senatora to

produce it. I fearlessly assert that it cunnot be

done. The obligations imposed by the ¢ fugitive’

clause, whatever they may be, rest upon the States,

nnd not upon Congress.” I do not now undertake

ta say what these ohligations are ; but simply that,

whether much or Jittle, they rest upon the States.

And this interpretation ig sustnined by the practice

of Congress on another kindred question. The

associate elanse, touching the * privileges of eiti-

zens,” hus never been made a source of power. It
will be in the recollection of the Senate, that, dur-

ing the last session, the Senator from Louisiana,

[Mr. Bexaauiv,] in auswer to a question from me,

openly admwitted that there were Jaws of the South-

ern States, bearing hard upon eolored citizens of
the North, which were unconstitutional : but when -
I pressed the honorable Senator with the question

whether he would introduce or sustain a bill to

cirry out the clause of the Constitution, securing

to the citizens their rights, he declined to an-

gWer.

Mr. Bessavix. T think, Mr. President, I have
a right to set the record straight upon that point,
I roge in the Senate on the accasion referred to, as
will be perfectly well rezollected by every Senator
present, and put a respectful question to the Sea-
ator from Massachusefs. Instead ofa reply to my
question, e put a question to me, which I answer-
cd, and then [ put my question. Instead of reply-
ing to that, ho again put a question to me. Con-
sidering that as an absolute evasion of the question
which I put to him, I deelindd having anything
further to say in tho discussivn. I was not here
submitting to an interrogatory from n gentleman,
I put to him a respectful question. e preferred
to put one to me, instead of answering mine.
yiclded und answered ; and when T agaii repeated
wine, he continued interrogating me. It was ob-
vious to every Senator present, that he evaded an
answer to wy question, and I therefore let the
matter drop. :

Mr. Sumxer. The Senntor from Louisiana will
parden me, if [snggest that there is an incontro-
vertible fact which shows that the evasion was on
his part.” The record testifis not only he did not
reply, but that L was ent_off from replying by the
cflurts and votes of himsell and friends. Let him
consult the Congressional Globe, und he will find it
ull there. T can conceive that it might have been
embarrassing to him to reply, for had he declined
to sustain.a bill to carry out the clause in question,
it would have heen nwkward, nt least, to vindicate
the Fugitive Slave Act, which is derived from an
identical source in the Constitution. And yet there
are Senators on this floor, who, careless of the fla-
rant inconsisteney, vindicate the exercige of power
hy Congress under the * fugitive’ clause, while their
own States at home deny to Congress any power
under the associnte cluuse, on the ¢ privileges of
citizens,” ussume to themselves a comple right to
deteminine the extent of its obligations, and ruth-
lessly sell into Slavery cplured citizens of the
Naorth.

Mr. Bvrrer. Does the Senator allude to my
State?

.Mr. Rusk.

No ; to mine. :

Mr. Berter,  If he means South Carolina, T will
reply to him. 'This is about the fuurth time, 1
think, that the Senntor, aud his predecessor [Mr.
Winthrap] before him, have alluded to the laws of
South Carolina. If that be bis allusion, T intend
to sive some faets in relation to the subject, of
which I have put myself in_possession since Mr.
Winthrop formerly brought it here for discussion.
If the Senator intends to allude to South Carolina,
let him say so. . . ]

Mr. Suuxer. T doallude to South Carolina, and
nlso to other Southern States; but especially to
South Carolina.

Mr. Kest. Does tlie Senator alludo to Texas?

Mr. Svuxer. The Senator had better allow me
to go on. - When I have finished, he can make any
explanation he thinks necessary.

Mr. Rusk. I will not take the trouble; I do not
think.the gawe is worth the eandle.

Mr. Scuver.  Vory well. 'Uhe Senator can do‘ag
he pleases. But let mo say, thatif I allude to these
States, it is not to bring up and array the hard-
ships of individual instances, but simply to §ho\v
the position occtl{-icd hy them on a constitational
question identical with that involved in_the Fugi-
tive Act. And now, at the risk of repetition, if I
can have your attention for a brief moment, with-
out interruption, I will endeavor to state anew this
argument. . . o

‘Ihe rules of interpretation, applicable ta the
clause of the Constitution sccuring to ¢ the citizens
of each State all privileges and immunities of citi-
zens in the several Statcs,”’ are equally applicable
to its nsseciate elause, forming n part of the rame
section, in the same article, and providing that
¢ persons held to service or labor in one State, un-
der the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall
bedelivered up, on claim of the party to whom such «
servieo or lnbur may be due.” Ofthis therecan be
no doubt. ~

If one of these clauses is regarded as & compact
between the States, to be carried out by them re-
spectjsely, necording to their interpretation .of its
obligations, without nny intervention of Congress,
then the other must be so regarded ; nor can any
legislative power he asserted by Congress under
one clause, which is denjed under the other. This
proposition cannot be questioned. Now mark the
consequence.

Conyress, in abstaining from. all power under
the first clause; when required thereto, in_ or:ler to
protect the liberty of colored citizens, while it has
assumed power under the second clause, in order
to obtain the surrender of fugitive slaves, has
shown an inconsistency, which becomes more
monstrous when it is considered that, in the one
case, the genernl and commanding interests of
Liberty have been neglected, while in the other,
the peculiar and subordinate interests of Slasery
have been carefully secured ; and such nn exercise
of power is an alarming evidence of that influence
of Slavery in the Nutional Gosernment which has
increased, Is increasing, and ought to be over-
thrown.

Looking more precieely at these two clauses, we
shall arrive at the true conclusion. According to
the express words of the Constitation, in the tenth
umendment, *the powers not delegated to the
United States, are reserved to the States respect-
ively, or to the people;* and since no powers are
delegated to the United States, in the clauso re-
lating to the privileges and inmunities of citizens,’
or in the associate clausz of the same section,
reluting to the surrender of persons held to service
or labor,” therefore all legislation by Comgress,
under either clause, must bean assumption of un-

;delegated powers, and an infraction of rights se-
jeured to the States respectively, or to the peaple ;
n‘nd.such, I have glready said, is the Fugitive Slave
Act.

1 might go further, and, by the esample of Sauth
Carolina, vindicate to Massachusetts, and every
other State, the rizht to put such interpretation
upon the ¢ fugitive’ clause as it shall think proper.
The Legislature of South Carolina, in n series of
resolutions, adopted in 1844, asserts the following
proposition :

¢ Resolved, That free negroes and persons’ of
color are not citizens of the United States within
the meaning of the Constitutioa, which confers upon
the citizens of one State the privileges and immu~
nitics of the citizens of the several States.’

Here is a distinct assumption of n rizht to deter-
mine the persons to whom certain words of the Con-
stitution are applicable. Now, nothipg can be
clearer than this: If South Carolina may deter-
wine for itsell whether the elause, relating to* the
privileges and imwmunitics of citizens’ be applicable
to the colored cilizens of the several States, and
may solemnly deny its applicability. then may
Massachusetts, and every other State, determine
for itself whether the other clause, relating to the
surrender of * persons beld to service or labur,' be
really applicatle to figitive slaves, and may solemn-
1y deny its applicability. -

Mr. President, I have said enough to show the
usurpation by Congress under the ¢ fugitive’ clause
of the Constitution, and to warn you against re-,
newing this usurpation. But T have left un-]
touched those other outrages, plentiful as words,
which enter into the esisting Fugitive Slave Act, !
among which are the denial of trial by jury; the:
denial of the writ of habeas corpus; the aunthoriza-
tion of judgment on er parfe evidence, without the
sanction of cross-examination ; and the surrender
of the great question of human freedom to be de-
termined by o mere Commissioner, who, acco: ling
to the requirements of the Constitution, is grossly
incompetent to any such service. I have also left
untouched the hateful eharacter of this enactment,
as & barefaced subversion of every principle of
humanity und justice. And now, sir, we are asked
to lend ourselves anew to this enormity, worthy
only of indignant condemnation ; we are nsked to
impart new life to thia pretonded law, this false
net of Cangress,. this counterfuit enactment, this
montrasity of legiclation, which draws no lile
from the Conititution, as it elearly draws no life
that Supreme Law which is the essential founnin
of life to every human law.

Sir, the bill before you may have the sanction of
Congress; and in yet nther ways vou may seek to
sustain the Fugitive Slave Act. But it will be in
vain.  You undertake what no legislation can ac-
somplish. Courts, too, may come forward, and
lend it their sanetion. All this, too, will he in
vain, [ respect the learning of judges; I rever-
ence the virtuo, more than learning, by which
their lives are often adorned. But nor learning,
nor virtue, when, with mistaken foree, bent to this
purpose, can avail. Tassert confidently, sir, and
sk the Senate to note iny assertion, that there.is
no counrt, howsoever endowed with judicial quali-
ties, or surrounded by public confidence, which is
strong enough to lift, this act into anyg permanent
zonsideration or respect. Tt may scem, for a wmo-
nent, to nccomplish the feat. Its decision may be
anforced—amidst tears and agonies. A fellow man
may he reduced anew to Slavery. Butall will be
in vain, The act cannot be upheld. Anything so
entirely vile, so absolutely atrocious, would drag
an angel down.  Sir, it must drag down every
court, which in an evil hour ventures to sustain it.

And yet, sir, in zeal to support this enormity,
Senators have not hesitated to uvow a purposo to
break down the recent legislation of State, caleu-
lated to shield the liherty of their citizens. ¢Itis
lifliculs,” says Burke, *to frame an indictment
wainst 8 whole people.”  But here in the Senate,
where are convened the jealsous representatives of
the States, we have heard whole States arraigned,
18 if already guilty of erime. The Senator from
Louisiana, [Mr. Bexsayiy,| in plaintive tones has
set forth the ground of proceeding, and more than
e sovereign State has been summoned to judg-
ment. Tt would be easy to show, hy a eritical in-
juiry, that this whole charge is without just foun-
jation, and that all the legislation, so much con-
jemned, is as clearly defensible under the Consti-
tution, as it is meritorious in purpose.

Sir, the only erime of these States is, that Liber-
ty has heen gluced before Stavery. Follow the
+harge, point by paint, as this will be apparent.
In secnring to every person cluimed ns a slave the
protection of trial by jury and the halcas corpus,
they simply provide safegunrds, strictly within the
province of every State, and rendered necessary by
the usurpation of the fugitive Act. In securing
the aid of coungel to every person claimed asa
slave, they but ;.erform 2 kindly duty. which no
phrase or word in the Constitution caa he tortured
to candem. In visiting with severe ponaltics every
malicious effort to reduce a fellow-man to Slavery,
they respond to the best feclings of the human
heart. In prohibiting the use of tho county jails
and hnildings as barracoons nnd slave-pens; in
prohibiting all public officers, holding the commis-
sion of the State, in any capacity—whether as
chief justice or justice of the peoco, whether as
Governor or constahle—from any scrvice as a slave-
hunter ; in prohibiting the voluntcer militia of the
State, in its organized form, from any such service,
the States simply exercise a power under the Con-
stitution, recognized by the Supreme Court of the
United States, even while upholding Slavery, in
the fatal Prigg case, by PoSITIVE PROIIDITION, to
withdraw its own officers from this offensive busi-
388,

For myself, let me say that I laok with no plea-
sure on any possibility of conflict between the
State and National jusisdiction ; but I trust that,
if tho interests of Freedom so require, the States
will not hesitate. From the beginning of this
controversy, I have sought, as I still scek; to
awaken another influence, which, without the pos-
sibility of conflict, will be migtier than any act of
Congress and the words of the National Govern-
ment. I mean an enlightened, generous, huwmane,
Christian ‘public opinion, which, shall blast wxfh
contetapt, indignation, and abhorence, all who, in
whatever form, or under whatever name, under-
take to be agents in enslaving a fellow-man.  Sir.
such an_opinion you cannot bind or “subdue.
Against its subtle, pervasive influence, your legis-
lation and the decrees of-courts will be powerless.
Already in Massachusetts, I am proud to believe,
it begins to prevail; and the Fugitive Act will
soon be there a dead letter.

Mr. President, since things are.so, it were well
to remove this act from our statute book, that 1t
may no longer exist ns an occasion of jil-will and a
point of conflict. Let the North be relieved from
this usurpation, and the first step will be taken
towards permanent harmony. The Senator from
Louisiana . [Mr. Bexsawix] has proclaimed anew
to-night what he has before declaréd on' this floor
~—¢ that Slavery is a subject with which the Fede-
ral Government has nothing to do.:! - T thank him
for teaching the Scnate that word. True, most

true, sir, ours is a Government of Freedom, which
bas nothing to do with Slavery. Thisis the doe-
trine which I have ever maintained, and which |
am happy to find recognized in form, if not in re-
ality, by the Senator from Louisinna. The Sena-
tor ‘then proceeded to declure that *all that the
South asks is to be let alone.” This request is
moderate. And I say, for the North, that all that
we ask is to be let ulone. Yes, sir, let us alone.
Do not involve us in the support of Slavery. IHug
the viper to your bosoms, if you perversely will,
-within your own States, until it stings you to a
generous remorse, but do not compel us to hug it
“too; for this, I assure yon, we will not do. |

But the Senator from Louisiana, with these pro-
fessions on his lips, proceeds to ask, doulhtless with
complete sincerity, but in strange furgetfulness of
the history of our country: ¢Did we ever bring
this snlject into Congress!’ Yes, sir, thit wus
his inquiry, as if there had been any moment, from
the ecarlicst days of the Republie, when the sup-
porters of Slavery had ceased to bring this suhject
into Congress.  Almost from the beginning it has
been there, thraugh the exercise of wsurped power,
nowhere given under the Constitution: for [ am
glad to believe that the Constitation of my country
contains no words out of which Slavery, or the
power to suppert slavefy, can_be derived : and
this conclusion, I doubt not, will yet he aflivmed
by the courts. And yet, the honorable Senator
asks: ¢ Did we ever bring this subject into Con-
aress !’ The answer shall he pluin and explicit.
Sir, vou brought Slavery into Congress, when,
shortly after the adoption of the Constitution, you
sanctioned it in the Distriet of Columbia, within the
Nutional jurisdiction, and adopted that barbarous
slave cade, still extant on your statute-book, whieh-
the Senator from Connecticnt [Mr. Gitierts] has
s0 cloquently exposed to-night. You brought Slave-
ry into Congress, when at the same period you ac-
cepted the cession of territories from North Caro-
lina and Georgia, now constituting States of the
Uniun, with conditions in favor of Slavery, and
thas began ta sanction Slavery in Territories within
the exclusivo jurisdiction of Congress. You bronght
Slavery into Congress, when, at different times,
you usurped a power not given hy the Constitution,
over fugitive slaves, and by most offensive legisla-
tion thrust your arms into distant' Northern homes.
You brought Slavery into Congress, when, by ex-
press legislation, you regulated the coastwise slave
trade, and thus threw the national shicld over a
trafic on the coast of the United States, which on
tho coast of Conge you justly brand as * piracy.’
You brought Slavery into Congress, when, from
time to time, you sought to introduce new States
with slaveholding Constitutions into the National
Union. And, permit me to say, sir, you brought
Slavery into Congress when you called upon it, ns
you have doné even at thia very session, to pay for
slaves—and thus, in defiance of & cardinal princi-
ple of the Constitution, made the National Govern-
ment recognize property- in men. And yet the
Senator from Louisiana, with strange simplicity,
says that the South only asks to be let :xlgne. Sir,
the honorable Senator only borrows the language
of the North, which, at each of these usurpations,
exclaims, ¢ Let us alone.”  And let me say, frank-
iy, thut pence ean never prevail antil you do let us
alone—until this subject of Slavery is banished
from Congress by the trinmph of Ireedom—until
Slavery is driven from its usurped foothold, and
Freedom is mnde national instead of sectional—and
until the National Government is brought back to
the precise position it occupied on the day that
Washington taok his first oath as President of the
United States, when there was no Fogitive Act,
and the national flag, as it floated over the national
territory, - within the jurisdiction of Congress,
nowhere covered o single slave.

And now., sir, as an effort in the true direction
of the Constitution ; in the hope of heginning the
divoree of the National Government from Slavery,
and to remove all occasion for the proposed mea-
sure under consideration, I shall close what I have
to say with a motion to repeal the Fugitive Act.
Twice already, since I have had the honor of n seat
in this floor, [ have pressed that question to a vote,
and I mean to press it again to-night. After the
protracted discnssion, invelving the chaoracter of
this "ennctment, such o motion scems logically to
belong to this occasion, and may fitly close its pro-
ceedings.

At o fornier session, on introducing this propo-
sition, I discussed it at Jength, in an argument,
which 1 fearlessly assert has never heen answered,
and now, in this debate, I have already touched
upon various objections. There are yet other things
which might be urged. T might exhihit the nbuses
which have occurred under-the Fugitive Act ; the
numher of free persons it has ‘doomed to Slivery :
the riots it has provoked ; the brutal conduet of
its officers ; the distress it has scattered ; the de-
rangement of business it has caused, interfering
even with the administration of justice, changing
court-honses into barracks and barracoons, and
filling atrcets with armed ien, amidst which law”
is silent. All these things I might espose. But
in these hurried moments, I forbear. Suflice it to
say, that the proposition to repeal the existing
Fugitive Act stands on adumantine grounds, whic!
no dchate or opposition can shake.

There are considerations belonging to the present

¢riod which give new strength to this proposition.
Public Opinion, which, under o popular Govern-
ment, mukes and unmakes Jaws, and which, fora
tirae, was passive and acquicscent, now lilts jtself
everywhere in the States where the act is sought
to be cnforced, and demands a change. Already
three States, Rhode Island, Conneeticut, and Mich-
igan, by formal resolutions presented to the Senate,
have concurréd in this demand. 'The tribunals of
law are juining at last with the people. The su-
perior court of Cincinnati has denied the power of
Congress over this subject. And now, almost
while I speak, comes the solemn judgment of the
Supreme Court of Wisconsin—a sovereign State of
this Union—made after  claborate argument, on
successive oceuasions, before a single judge, and
then before the whole bench, declaring this act to
he o violation of the Constitution. In response to
Public Opinion, broad and general, if not univer-
sal at the North, swelling alike from village and
city, from the seaboard and lakes—judicially at:
tested, legislatively declared, and represented, also,
by numerous- petitions from good men without dis-
tinction of party—in response to this Public
Opinion, as well as in ohedienco to my own fixed
couvictions, T deem it my duty not to lose this op-
portunity of pressing the repeal of the Fugitive,
Slave Act once inoro upon the Senate. X move, sif,
to strike out all after” the enacting clauso in the
pending bill, and insert instead thercof these
words: - L -
- ¢ That the act of Congress, approved September
18, 1850, usually koown as the ** Fugitive Slave
Act,” be, and the same hereby is, repealed.’

And on this motion I ask the yeas and nays.

.Mr. Butzer. Mr. President, I have no idea of
irritating sectional differences. If gentlemen havo
the opinions which it feems the  gentledian™ from
Massachusetts entertzins, be it so. I assure him
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T do not intend to bandy words with him. He
tatks as if he was disposed to aintain the Consti-
tution of the United States; but if I were to put
ito him a question now, I would nsk him one which
he, perhaps, would not answer me honestly.

Mr. Suxszer. I will answer any question. -

Mr. ButLer. Then I ask you honestly now,
whether, all laws of Congress being put out of the
question, you would recommend to Massachnsctts
to pass & Jaw to deliver up fugitives from Slavery?

Mr. Suxxer.. The Senator asks me a question,
and I answer, frankly, that no témptation, no in-
ducement, wounld draw me in any way to sanction
tho return of any man to Slavery. But, then, I
leave to othera to speak for themsclves. In this
respect T speak for mysell.

Mr. BurLsr. I donotrise now at all to question
the right of the gentleman from Massachusetts to
hold his seat, under the obligation of the Consti-
tution of the United States, with the opinions
which he has expressed ; but if T underktand him,
he means that, whether this luw, or that law, or
any other law prevails, he disregards the obliga-
tions of the Constitution of the United States.

Mg, Svyser. Notutall, That Ineversaid. I.
recognizo the obligations of the Constitution,

Mr. Butrer.  But, siv, I will ask that gentleman’
one question : if it devolved upon him as'a repre-
sentative of Massachusetts, all Federal laws being’,
put out of tho way, would he recommend any law
for the delivery of a fugitive slave under the Con-
stitution of the United States ? ’

Mr. Svsxer.  Never., .

Mr. Buteer. 1 knew that. Now, sir,I have’
zat_exactly what is the truth, and what I'intend
shall go forth to the Southern States.




