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ANTI-SLAVERY MEETING.

.On Wednesday evening, a meeting was held in
‘Beil street Hall, for the purpose of -denouncing the
American Fugitive Sluve Bill, and hearing address-
es on'the subject of American slavery by Messrs.
Wm. Brown, Wm. Craft, and others,  The meeting
was numerously attended,. the spacious hall being
filled in every quarter; and a great number had to
Jeave, as they could not obtain admission, -

‘On the platform there appeared—Provost Thomsj;
Bailic Low; Mrs, Ellen Craft; Dr. Dick: Rev.
Messts. G. Gilfillan and Cook ; Messrs, William
Thoms, Laing, Rough, Benvie, Arthur Begg, Easson,
Sith, &c. Provost Thoms presided.

After some remarks by the Provost as to the na-
ture of American slavery and its glaring injustice,
he called on Rev. Mr. Gilfillan to move the first res-
olution. : . )

, The Rev. Mr. GieFiLray :said—I shall not tres-
pass-long on the paticrice of the meeting, nor need |,
for the resolution spesks for itself. - Perliaps I may
be met at the commencament by a question, What
have we to do with American slavery, or American
fugitive sluves ? Are not Awmericans wise and- intel-

ligent enough themselves to manage: their own: mat-~
ters ? Is not the American republic of age, nnd able
to walk apart from our leading-strings?" I have my
doubts, sir, as to this. When' I read the report of a
recent meeting where George Thompson was pre-
vented from speaking by tumult;-I am compelled
to say that a display of more unmanly insolence and
childish fury was never made. I canot belicve that
the republic is of nge on this question. - Indeed, its
conduct and ita Janguage resemble thosa of a mono-
maniac. - You know that many people, very rational
on -all other subjects, have some particular pdint on
which they.are -insane. Arnd this-particular point
with Americons isslavery. There they lose all self-
pos ion-—all nd oi* temper—all their can-
dor—and all their Christianity., Manage :their own
matters, indeed! If a Fugitive Slave Bill'bé a spec-
imen of theirmanagement, I-fear they are managing
them very.ili.- ~“They. bave managed aiready to dis-
grace the name of liberty—to discolor their national
tlig—to degrade their national character—to endan-
ger their natiorial - existence~—and néw they have
managed, to use the language of & Glasgow clorgy-
man, *to force the whole nation:to becomeo’onehvge
pack-of-blodd-hounds, . to ! track-the steps: of "every
man, - woman'or. child; who:essays to escapd from
the iroir fangs::of slavéry, and-:darcs fo ‘be free!’
What a managing:republic ! Could it he nuch worse
for taking a:little of -our British: advice when ‘we
tell them ta try=—just fo:try o different dourse of mian-
ngemént—the manogement of justice, mercy;an

brotherly Kindness to the-poor slaves of ithe South;
aswell “as tothe .persecuted aholitionists of the
North ? But I méet with those who 'object to ourin:
terference.on higher grousid.: :Tley ray askyin the
spirit of Cain, Are we our brothers® kecpers? I an-
swer—We are; or ought to be! " The Americans are
our brethren..: They ate éprung from the same no-
ble’ Anglo-Saxon stock. They speak the same lan<
guage—they._profess the same faith—they .are con-
nected with us by n myriad ties of commerce, rela-
tionship, and intercourse. If a ‘brother walketh dis-
orderlyis. itvnot as bidthefliT aiid Chistian. part to
point out his errors, and to protest agninst his crimes?
And whether, 1

utheir national crime of . glavery,
e should " leave them alone to man-
ho.wonld; by argumentand expostu-
iem’ {0’ forsake it? A bliod man is
i-_one, crics, let” him
> him—who is
i to lis own
rary aberration;
&' torch from his
fortanate man?
United States,

{ blegsings, of
) . in the habit
of displayinig theil rititadé by flight. They actu-
ally randway from’ bondage’ with-all -its comforts:
fixing héir eyés Gpon; the. North the star of
liberty—-{liéir hearts bedving for the  first time with
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ngé jt, of ihos
lation, inducé
stagpering” nedr a precipice-—one,
alone—another rushes forwprd 16 save
his"friend #7A mibidc;is applying

Y X

thésfeclifg of Eofiscions' humanity—thelr feet wing-|’

I ask, do thos¢ love tie Americans best, |-

ed, a8 it were, with eager desire—the ‘sound of the
lash waxing fainter and fainter in the distance be-
hiivd—they less -runthan bound, and fly toward thé
land of freedom. Can you blame them? Wonld you
not do the same? Lives there a Briton who does not
symipathize with the poor fugitive slave, or who
would nat, if his house lay in his path, apen the door
to receive him, feed his hunger, clothe his naked-
ness, anoint his torn and bleeding feet, and give him,
at once, a shelter, a shield, dand a hiding-place under
his roef? And'yet a bill has lately passed the Amer-
ican Legislature, enacting that whosoever shall har-
bor or conceal such fugitive shall be subject to « fine
not; exceeding 1000 dollars, and. imprisonment not
exéeeding six months, and. shall moreover forfeit
and pay, by the way of civil damages to the party
injured :by such illegal conduct, -the sum of 1000
dollars for each fugitive so lost. “Such is a sample
of this bill. There was a time, sir, when it was ae-
counted a sin to betray the " innocent blood. One
man has obtained immortal infamy by doing so_for
thirty pieces of silver. -But now, in the nineteenth
century -of the” Christian era, the Legislhature of o
Christian . country -has .indirectly and inferentially
proclaimed that act o virtue, and sentenced to fine
and imprisonment those who disdnin such treachery.
Time forbids ine enlarging. ' -
Linay merely say, in support of another part of the
resolution, that I honor from my heart the abolition-~
ists’ of America. They have been abused, indeed,
'by many, by man-stealers, by fribbles and bigots, by
those calin, callous, cold-blooded creatures, whose
sole gods are ‘expediency, policy, *and pride; but by’
men of every country, and- by Chrictians of almonst
every name, they have becn'and are held in honor—
an honor that shall deepen as ages roll on. Ido
not know themall, but -I. know some of them. |
know Frderick Douglass, the most powerful of natu-
ral orators, the self:taught  giant, the Bums of the
African rice. [ know of Wendell Phillips, one of
the mosts ccomplished and eléquent men in America.
[-know. .f Mrs. Chapman, that. noblest'of all Ama-:
zons, V.e Deborah of the Western World.. I know
of Liwell, one of the most gifted of Awmerican po--
ets, and an abolitionist to the teeth. I know of
\Whittier, also a true poet, and who has consecrated
his genius’entirely to this cause. I know something,
too, of the late Dr. Channing, one of-the best and
bravest men the -world ever produced, and, who, ere
he died, lent to the couse of abolitionism his power-
ful aid.  And I not only know of, but know our noble
friends with us this_evening. . Aad lustly, I know
William Lloyd Garrison, one¢ whose name futuro
ages shall rank with' those of Wilberforce, Howard,
and Clarkson,. =~ . .. 7. . s
- Mr. Gilfillan concluded by moving a resolution to.
the effect, that the ingeting express their abliorrence
‘of the Fugitive Slave Bill .recently passed by the -
American Legislature, as in itself unjust and oppres- .
sive, as a flagrant contradiction of the celebrated
Deéclaration. of Independence ndopted by the United
States, and as inconsistent with the great principles:
of religion, humanity and freedom; and further, that,
the meeting express their continued batred.of the en-
tire system of slavery, and ook forward o the time’
when it shall come to an end. The reverend gen-
tleman sat down amidst ‘great applause, a compli-
ment which was frequentiy paid him during the de-
livery of his speech, : B
The Rev. Mr. Cook said he would second:the
adoption of the resolution which had been proposed.
Slavery, or.any system which deprived man of his-.
liberty, was direct robbery. In reference to the com-.
promise which had:becn effected in America Uy the:
passing of the Slave T'rade Bill, there could be but
ane opinion in this country. - It was onc of the laws
which were contrary to.the Jaw of God, and there-
fora could. not be reconciled to it by any species of -
logic. He welcomed. the lady and the two gentle-
men who appeared on. the platforin, who had escaped
from slavery, and he heartily wished thém success
in_. their labors in this country. {Cheers.) . He
should say no more but that he seconded the resolu-
tion.. _r Co
The Chairman then introduced Mr. Brown, one: of
the fugitive slaves, to the meeting, who was receiv-
ed with much applause. In concluding his- able
speech; he said— " . )
. The name ‘of the United States is becominp a’
hissing and a by-word in thé mouths of the iahabi-
tants of every clime. My coublry is_indeed the
laiid of uppression. There is not a rood of territory
over - which ‘the “stars and etripes’ fly, on whic!
William and Ellen Craft, or myself, could .be pro-
tected ' by law, Wherever the American - flag is
seen flying on the continent of the New World,
it points us out as slaves; and we enjoy to-night a
degree of freedom in your town that we could net,
if we were in the land of our birth. 1 often speak’
of Anerica a8 my country, but in point of fact [
havé no couiifry, In thé language of oneé of the
noblest of the négro’s champions in' the United”

States— . '
. ¢My country is the wide, wide world ;

" My countrymen are all mankind.’
Yes—wherevér the liberty of man is most respected,’
that is my; country. It should be a hamiliating
thing to the people of the U. S., that the Engish:Gov-.
ernment furnishes the only asylum on the'. Amer-
ican continent:for the poor and oppressed negro ;.
and -1 hope, for one,that that place of refuge will -
spever be broken-up @s. long as the system:of sla-
yéry. continues; Let there be-one spot in-Aineri-"
ca-where the slave can befree, if it must- be fur-:

nished by monarchical Englands - - :
::The speaker concluded his eloquent address
the: midst of great' applagse, -7 Tt
“iMr, Witetim CrarT then ‘presented 'himself, .
and ‘yvaq réceived with loud cheeiing, The,andi-,
‘snce’listened to the narration of his eéscape; with
his wife, with intense intefest. '~ L
“*Mr. Eassox, sajd, that at
ot detain them by any remarks.

Let
in-

5 late hou;l'xevsvbixvl'd:
He should sitnply.

{.move the adoption of the following resolution:—; .

. “That - the-meeting should express their cordial-
sympathy with Mr..Brown, and with-Mr. and Mrs.
Craft;, under tlieir. sufféfings,. andi-their: high. grat--
ification at their deliverance from the bondage in’.
which they are upjustly held. N

put:and carricd amidst
acclamation., :

. 'On the motion of Mt. Browr, a heirty ‘vote of
thenks was ~givén to Provost:Thoms ‘for his’ con’
duct in the chair. .0 el el
_The Provost acknowledged :the compliment in-
suitable terms. e e

- ‘When the meeting- wag' aboat ‘to dieperse,a gen-
eral wish-was expressed .that Mrs. Craft, who was
seated:on'the platform, should.-present - herself: to.”
the audienée; She:zeeémed  rather: reluctant to- do-

% Phe resolution was then

ather genilemien, she consented to oécupy & standing B
""" - She was

conrtésied gracefolly, and s
gent ‘and delicate good-looking wom
color' ‘and; contour, of features,.no.,

3 ;

thénght that e had any Africati blood:in hez yein:

The meeting then dispersed.

. York carrespondent of ihe Times, who,

vo, but on the persuasion of" the Provost and seyeral . -

" We_hate reason to know that’ the following
article, from the London Patriot, is from the: pen of
one of the most devoted and able friends of thé anti-
slavery cause in Great Britain, . :

|THE AMERICAN FUGITIVE SLAVE ACT.
| “Sin,—Petceiving by the last Infi-Slavery Reporter
that a public meeting of the friends of negro eman-
cipation will be held shortly in London; may.1 be in-
dulged with the permission, through your columns, of
addressing a few words to your readérs. upon the
prescnt very interesting position of the Slavery ques-
tion of America. ' . . S

A crisis in this_matter has accurred in the United
States. One of that serics of struggles which must
ensue before the dreadful: institution of slavery is
finally overthrown, has commenced. . ‘All the pecple
are now called upon to take an open and decided
part_either for or njrainst the slave. The recent
Fugitive Slave Bill is compelling masses of the in-
habitants of the free States, who have long striven
10 avoid running counnter to the prejudices and to the
pecuniary and political interests of the community,
by merely professing their hostility t6 slavery vi-itg-

out duing anything to’oppose it, to leave, the neutral
ground they tiad taken. The quéstion has become
one of conscience. According to the present Jaw of
Christian America, if a trembling slave-mother with
her young infunt, shivering with' cold, exhausted by
fatigue and hunger, and frantic with ‘terror ,of, her
punsuers, should present herself ot thc door of a
charitable and “opulent citizen ‘of the North, that
poor fugitive must be spurned from. the - house, or

subject its oner to o £ne and imprisonmenty . .
_To the propriety of this crael law, the mijority of;
the inhabitants of the free Statcs ‘cordially. gesent. .
Among the remainder, in whose breasts. hunianity is.
not ‘extinguished, some maintain that. the Federal
Goyernment has excceded its powers in thus Jjnter- .
fering -with the rights ‘and laws ‘of the independent
States of the Union, and, consequently, that the new
oil."is * unconstitutional;® hut ‘a larger nutaber take.
higher rrotind ; they | declare” that this law of the.
land is contrary tothe Taw of God, and . that they.
will obey God rather than man.  As might be ex- .
pected, that portion of. the religious press of Améri-
ca not under the influence of slaveholders, is speak-.
ing out with much decision on_the subject.; Many
journals, hitherto silent upon the wrongs of slavery,
find they have fo alternative but to condemn aind ad- -
vise resistance to an ordinance demianding ‘. direct
violation of Christian duty. The Neio “York. Jnde- '
pendent (a paper of extensive circulation—the otzan |

- of the Congregationalists) has.incurred much odium

from the commercial commpnity of New “York, fir .
the firm manner in which it has advotatéd the'mild and
gentlo précepts of Iove anil'bonovolence inculéated
by our Saviour, in opposition to the Eelfish, money-
gretting, and cruel spirit of the New York public.
Numierous are the instances in which ministers of
the Gospel, and citizens of ull callitigh nnd_stations, °
have pudlicly deéclared’ that- théy ' will rath
fine and imprisontent thali” ‘withhéld that i .
aid'and sympatliy froin‘a . coloréd ‘supplicaht, which
thot wanld kataica tn affnrd tan Alatrdbiznd hwither
of a fair compléxion.~ ' v T Tt e
This state of affairs is well'depicted by the New
T  who, .in_a_letter
inserted in thatjournal of thig’19th ult.)paiticularly
deplores tlie perverted state'of mind which exjsts in
his city,—such devotioni to humanity, but sich faith-
lessness to the interests of New York'and to ihelaw
of Congreéss ! “He especidlly points to the mischief-
making - * miniéters of the Gospe), who, he ‘suys,
¢ have made théinsclves’ lieard, ‘and, ‘though styling
themselves preachers ‘of pedce; have prenched and
printed anything bat'that blessed doctrine, us has
been their general wont in this colintry Wwhen induced
to meddle with politics! Refetring to cértdin trades-
men in New Yotk; who réfused to sign a call’for a
meeting in support of - the ¢ Fugitive Slaye Bill; (and
who were held up as perdon§ who ought to” be pun-
ished by thé systemef exclusive dealing,).this Amer-
ican'¢ Correspondent’ actually has the' effréntery to
applaud their being pointed cut for-public odium, ‘to
teach them the lesson, * that among their civil rights
they must not enumerate that of différing in’ opinion
from the majority !~ . - L,
Such being the position of the anti-sglavery strug- -
ghe in the United States at the present moment, 1
“trust that a public assembly of Englishmen, desirous
of ‘promoting the interests of hdmanity~ in” relation
ito three millions of their felloiv-ifién in'cruel  bond-

age, will not be allowed to téimiinate jn resoliition of *
,merely sentimental sighing; so chdracter £ our
:am.i-s{ivery - documents, - but that - &oin ecided

‘course of zction may be determined-upon by thé ar-
|rangers of the proceedings; or by those who 'attend
|the meeting.’ S T

There need be no difficulty in finding™ out ‘meas-
ures that miay be resorted to. " Thé‘influence of the
opinion of this country upon otr Arherican brethren

. |is well known'to be very powerlul ; thdt opinion may
. 'be expressed in various ways

. “iAn ‘Addréss might be
;signéd -by -the . friends to-the anti-slavery cause
.throughout the country, ot. every toln iiight be ad-
vised to eend n"separate onc'*to-Ametica, - Valuable
‘aid to the cause would bo éxértedy weré the ™ various
religious bodies of this'country to remonstrate with
those societies in the. United -States. with whom
they sympathize in church organization,

. :Ltrust some will be present who will fearlesaly de-
inounoe-the slaveholder,"in hia*trae>'¢haracter. ‘It
[tmight be; well for some resolutions:to be passed, that
would liave a: téndency - to. make slaveholders feel -
that, while -engaged in their: unhallowed- couise- of -
claiming as their property the bodies of their fellow-

. [ méa, robbing them of -their ‘earnings, -and shutting -

out from :their -sonls-the :light of Revelation, they
'miist mot-expect-to:be regarded whea in this. coun-
try as holding a higher.moral position thin piratesof -
;Borneo, or than that class in- more’ civilized society, -
whose profession is robbery and dishonesty.-. - e
1t would not be amiss io warn.-thosé who.may %
come;to the Exhibition in::1851, upon-no.account to.
wvisit-Barclay and Pérkins'sibrewery ; for'if az Aus- .
trion ¢ woman-whipper! met, with 0 little mercy - at:
the. hands of the lrraymen,: what may.not the “whole- .
sale women-whippers fram a.Republic that. declares
‘uil-to be free.and equal;’ and * possessing.an- inali-
enable right to life, liberty, and:the pursuit of :hap.. ;.
pibess; expect from- those sympathisers. with. the op-
préssed ?... And, Instly, [ would suggest, that.as in..
co of the late cruel bill, a large pumber. of -
fugitives who had long been comforiably settled with
‘théir wives.and families.in.the. free:States,: sacrific-
‘ine. the. little -property-:they. had saved in-order
escape, have- fled;in alarm at this inclement : season
to Canada, for safety, and.arethere suffering extreme
privation, the approaching.meeting .would bo a_suit-
able occasion for.m in :behalf. of -.
this unhappy and
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