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THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU.

Witex Major-General Howard came to
Ttichmond, last spring, with the Army of the
Feoneseee, there came to him a tolegram
from Washington, bidding Yiim report im-
medintely to the Secrelary of War. e
taightway lefi bis command, and, on ur-
riving In Washington, was made chief of
the newly-formed “ Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,” which
was organized under the War Dapartment.
Gen. Howard was not an suti-slavery man
when ho war broke out, and he had
resided for soveral months fu s Southern
#tate. But the war thoroughly converted
bim.  As & soldler. he traversed Virginia,
Kentucky, Tenncssee, Georgla, Alabama,
and the Carolinas. The four years of tho
war were spent by him mosily in tho
Bouth ; he saw Dlack people fn hundreds ;
he was in constant Intercourse with them.
1le saw thelr former mastors, too; visited
the plantations, observed thoir conditinn,
and wade himsclf famillar with all the
kinds of work that slavery did. When the
new position was offered hiu, he was pre-
pated to accept it intolligoatly, honestly,
ond with all the devotion of a clear Chria-
tinn heart.

The work to be done was vast and in-
definite, as the titlo of the bureau intimates;
and it lay all befors him, not so much as
elaked out. Thero was no organization
Gongress had made no appropriation of
money. The necessary oftlcors, agents,
clerks. commissionors Lnad to be dotailed
from the armpy, because such already ro-
ceived salarles. Gen. Howard took pains
to eecure for his purposes men whom he
kuew to be friends of the black people.
Sub-districts were mapped out correspond-
irg to tho mititary sub-districts ; military
oflicers were appointed sub-agents ; and use
wag wade of the military governmont al-
ready catgblished st the South,

 Ordera” Issued from tho now burcau in
In swifcsuccession.  Circular Number 1 an-
novneed his appointment amd headquar-
tere.  Circutar Number 9, dated at Wash-
ingion May 10th, declares his Intention to
a:sign commlesioners te the soveral dis-
tricts, specifies their anghority and function,
directs that all uppllcmlorb for rellef be
made to them ; strikes the key-note of the
chiefls purposes 89 regards labor, eluca-
tion, and moral influence; aud susnnons
the benefleence or' the North to supply the
fuetrumentalities which the Governmont had
neglected to provide, Number 3 {May 22)
orders that the abandoncd langs then under
cultivation by freedmen should be retained
jn their possessien untll the crops then
growing ehould be falily secured for their
benefit, and should in no case be restored
to disloyal persons by any military author-
fty. Nunber 4 calls a special meeting of
officcra  and tenciaers at  Washington.
Number 5,containca the revised plauas for
the conduct of the general work. Orlder
Nuinber 4, from Vicksburg, proclaimed the
intention of the bureau to provide school-
houses and quarters, and supply of ratious
at Guverament prices, tor the teachers whom
the different sosicties at the North should
send. and promised to render a3 much aid
beside as might be practicable. Number 8
(June 20) specified the rations which would
be issued to avult refugees aud treedmen
Wwho had no employment from Government,
aud ro means of self-subsIstence; the ra-
tions (0 be fssued for shiors perioda of time,
| not exceeding soven days, and to bostopped
tho moement actual meocssity ceaies; tho

object ol the Lureau belag to make the
blacks selfsupporting. Number 9 forbade
the removal of deatlinte refuzees to polats
in the Bouth where it was difiicult to pro-
cure food or labor. Numbor 10 declared
with cmphasle that abandoned proporty of
overy dexcription, fucluding fuuds collected
by tax and otherwlse, oraccrulngfrom aban-
doned Jands, be turned over to the author-
lzed ageuts of the buresw. 1t further
doclared that no clalm for the resto-
iatlon of any such proporty would be
entertalned by distrlct commanders; it
predicted the speedy advent of the
tine when tho Government would cease to
tupply physical necessitios. In July full
and accurato reports wero demanded of the
number of refugeca aad froodmen, auy-
whore and everywhere within reach of the
astistant commissionors, whether self-sup-
pcridug or wot; of the amount and value
of supplies of all kinds glven out to them ;
of o1l lands helu for their use and benefr,
wilb every fact pertaining thereto ; of tho
number of schools, echolars, and teachors
under the direction of thy commisloners ;
and of all oflicers and civiliaus on duty
with and employed by them. At the symo
time plain Girections were given re-pecting
labor-confracis, the mode of securfog therr
fufiliment, and the pro.cction of the Iaborar
in his wages; all courts and tribunals aro
declarcd opened to the lojured negro ; com-
puleory unpaid toll i pronounc:d intoler-
able; officers of tho bureau are solemaly
wained that no substitute or apology for
slavery will be horno with for a moment,
and that the principles, laws, aud regala-
tions of the burcau must be msisted on and
ohxerved,

From 1his 1t may be understood dimly
what-work wns to ho done. and what cn-
ergy was employed In doing it  The iotel-
ligence, patience, courage, and independ-
ence of Gencral Howard can-ot be too
much praised. The chief of the bureau i3
8 1u8n ol tho right stamp. ‘The funstion of
a departmont like this can hardly be fndici-
ted in a newspaper article. 11 was four-fold.

1. To regulate labor. A system of
contracts wes agreed on as the best that
could be dovired. Employors were fur-
nished wi'h laborers, and the wages of the
employed wero secured by Hen on the
crops or somothlng else. Agents estab-
lished Intelligence oflices in tholarge towns.
made a censud of the poople, and under’ook
to biing employers and employed togother.
In this way idlo and improvident masgos
wore brokem up, and the working powers
were distributed over tho country. Aban-
douced houses and lands were rented to col-
ored people or their employers, and thus
rambling, drifdng lsbor became fixed.
Freedmen were, in many cases, employed
by the Goveroyuent in cultivating estates
which it was Judged imprudent to dispose
of by rental or sale; and the proceeds of
their toil went into the national treasury, or
,accumulated for the bonefis of the bla:k
luborers.  All these dovices worked well
80 far s thoy worked at all. Gen. Howard
s8y8, * The success has been e.on greater
than we could bave anticipated.” No
palos were spared to promoto industry.
When benovolence haa to be called in, ft
was turned into tho least objectionablo
channels, used In the malntenance of im-
dustiial schools, and limited strictly to the
heur and the species of need. “ The cou-
requence ot all this.dabor snd vigilance Is,”
to use again the language of Gen. Ilowvard,
“that the Na:ional Government 13 now
obliged to keep and take core of fewer
negyocs than white people,”

2. The bureau undertakes to promole
education among the black people, This is
& much hardor task thae the regulatlon of
labor, becnuse it requires n kind of material
which neither the Southern country nor the
Government can furnish. Tne hundreds—
nay, thousandi—of teachers of differcnt
grades that are demanded cun he supplied
only by large, cducated communitics. They
must be very carefully selected, and the
employment of them entalls a honyy £x-
penee.  The War Department is clearly
fncompetent fo take in hand such a task us
the engaging of an army of instructors for
many states. The bureau accordingly con-
fines it8 action here to tho supply of ascom-
modations, (he cheapening of support, and
the assurance of protection. Italsoappointa
a superintendent of achools for cach state,
charged to excrclse general suporvision aver
all the achicols under his care.  All the rost
must be given by the selfsacrificing spirit
of the Northern people.  They must choose
the teachers, commission them, pay them,
keep regulation of thom, and be responsible
for their utility. The estahlishment of tho
burean, thercfore, so far from dispensing
with the services of the various Freedmon's
Ald Boclcties among us, will fmmensely
increaso the work they endeavor to do, ands
by giviog greatly enlarged facilitics of opar-
atlon, will render necessary greatly colarged
means of suppork. The funcilon of thess
societics wilt be limited moro and morz to s
single undertaking. They will be relieved
of the duty of sending material ald to the
freecdmen in the shape of grocerles and old
clothes ; but their educational duties wil
call for more perfest orgnnizations, more
numerous agencles, and more plethoric cof
fers than they have possessed hitherto.
True, the blacks are glad to do somethiug In
81d of the muiutenance of tueir own schonls
when they can.  Gen. Ifoward asserts tha
they attend most readlly on those schiools
where they are obliged to pay the wost.
Buill, it will be a very long time yet beforo
the Northern people wiil be justified fa with-
bolding thelr liberal pecuntary aid tosvard
this noble cause. Gen. Howard's calls for
tenchers are loud and urgent. But he has
no money to pay them ; they cannot bo pro-
vided without remuneration; and unless tho
wunificence of our people i moro lavish
thian it has been hitherto, the progross made
in educating the blacks will be very far
indeed behind the mark of duty and oppor-
tunity.

8. 'Tho burean has much to do in the way
of simple relief. 1t must have orphan
asylums, homes, and hospitals under ftg
supervicion, it not under its management.
Tt must protect the outcast, feed the stary-
ing, provido refuge for the old, the aban-
doned, the lufirm, and medical attondance
for the wounded and slek. Awn Jmmense
tesk tbis, a1 present, requiring power, wis-
dom, and kindoess in no common weasure.
The work Is the harder beeause {6 must not
be cariied so far as to create imbecllity, or
to interfere with the natural astion of socla]
causes, the moment they are allowed to
come into play.

4. The 1ast and perbaps the most ardu-
ows labor undertaken by the bureau—a la-
bor which nevertheless it does not ebrink
from, but meets manfolly—ts that of secur-
ing justice to the freedmen. The military
power is al) the timo relaxing ; and, attho
best, the milltary poweris but o precarlous
reliance here. Oflicers and soldlers ace
seldcm mindful of black men's rights, and

| the worst injustica 13 often perpotrated by
| the representatives of the War Department.
' Gen. Howard has ostablished courts, fu
! which the testhnony of frecdmen i3 re.
| celved.  Work enough have these courts (o
Ido; right bravely and unfilnclingly they
Ido il.  Iojustico dles hard; but it dies.
» We could cite many cases, did our limhty

permlt, to illusirate tho manuer ia whic;
thoy labor night and day, at maintalnigg
tho frecdman’s tighte. The bureau will
honesily aid the Government in keeping ity
solemn promlise of freedom to uxokxl ack
race. 1t trica to bring familiey togethier, to
{nveat the marriage right with soldmnliy,
to dizcourago liboriinism axd fuflddlity. It
discdunter.ances the custom of appfoatietng
chil iren without their parents’ conisat; a
custom which opens a way for the retura
of slavery under a moro insidious aud fatal
form. ltattempts to break up, 80 far asit
can do so, the unnatural relat{ons {acidont
to the old order of things, and to substicute
the now order of social humsn existence,
Having this work before it, (ho burcan
keepa clear of all pomgcal afllliations,
promulgates no politi:al theories, londs fes-
self to no political movoments. Iis duty iy
the very simple oae of pfomoting the so-
cial regeneraton of tho uth by rolioviag
want, dvveleping Industry. oxiendley the
advantages of educa‘lot, sul securing Im-
pariial Justice for alt meu ; and this duty it
performs in an eminently sagacious, direct,
practical, businees-1lké, sna thorough man.
rer. Geu, Howard i opposcd to the ciab-
lishment of thie bugeau as & permanent in.
stituiion. 1ts use ho regards as provisional
wercly : he looks forward to the timo wheu
it shall bo no word wanted, and he labors 1o
hustenvhat tinyo
1t 11 npedlefa to ' say, after what we have
written, that we nre abundantly satlsfied
with the result of {his nesr experimest thus
| far. Constdering the brief period of ity trial
jin the summer monthy, the confusion it
Liad to face, the ditlcutties it hai te on-
counter, itd 18cK of pocuniary rexources, tho
‘ vogueuess of ite 1veponsibility and power,
i it muct be provounced a great suczess, If
i comiLues ny h\lm-‘ begun, it will contri.
bute largely to thu sociul regenoration of
the country,
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