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THEE RANSODM.
FREDERICX DOUGLASS; WITH
-+ - HIS REPLY: .

) * " DoxscasteR, Dec. 12th, 1846,
Drar FREDERICK: -

. This is the first letter of advice I ever wroc 1o
you--it is the last. 1like to bear the responshility
of my own existence. I like to see others bear
theirs. 1 say what I am about to sauy, becasse I
think it is my right and duty o say it; at the same
time, not wishing to interfere with your right to
follow my advice, or nor, as you shzll sce tit.  That
Certifieate of vour freedom, that Bill of Sele of
your bedy and soul, from that villain, Auld, who!
dared to claitr you as a chattel, and set a prive on!
you as such, and to detand and take a price 1'or!
you as such, I wish you would not touch it. i can-
not besr 1o think of you as beiny a party tosuch a:
trunsaction, even hy silence. If others will wke |
that paper, and keep it as an_evidence o your!
freedlom, you cannot prevent them; but 1 wish _\'ouf
would see it to be your duty, publicly 1o cisown|
the deed, and never to recoguize that halefi Bt‘ll.’:‘
—nor 1o refer to if, ns of any authority to esablish
the fact that you arve a Freeman, und ‘notn Save—
a Man, und not a Chattel. i

* The moment you entered a non-slave Siate, your

osition ceased ro be Irederick Dovglass, versus’

'howmas Auld, und became Frederick Douglass, ver- |
wus the United Slales. From: thuat hotr, you becaine
the anagonist of that Republic. !

As a nation, that confederacy, professing to be
based upon the prineciple, that God mude you free,’
and pave you an inaliennhle right to liberty, clains
a right of property in your body and soul—to urn
You into a chattel, n sluve, again, at any mowment.
That elaimn you denjed ; the authority and power
of the whole nation you spurned and defied, when,
by ruoning nway, you spurned that iserible
wretch, who held you as u slave, Tt was nolonger
a contest beiween you and that praying, psalu-
singing slave-breeder, but a siruggle between you
aud 17,000,000 of liberty-loving Republicans. By
theie laws and constitution, you are not a freeman,
but a slave; you xre not a man, but a_chattel. You
planted your foot npor: their luws and constitution,
and asserted your freedotand your manhiood. You
arraigned your sntagonist—the slave-breeding Re-
pulbllic—before the tribunal of mankind, and of God,
You have stated vour case, and pleaded your cause,
a3 none other could state and plead it.  Your po-
sition, as the slave of that Kepublic, as the market-

“ahle: commodity, the dehumanized, outraged man
of a powerful nation, whose clim and power over

Yo, vou have dared 1o despise, invests you with

intluence wmmong all to whom your appeal is made,
and gathers around you their deep-felt, absorbing.
and efficient sympathy.  Your appesl to mankind
is not against the grovelling thiel; Thomas Auld,

but against the mare daring, rore impudent and
potent thief—the Republic of the United States of

America. You will lose the advantages of this
Truly manly, and, to my view, sublime position ;
you will be shorn of your strength—you will sink

in your own estitnation, it you accept that detesta-

ble eertificate of your freedom, that blasphemons
forgery, that accursed Bill of Sale of your hody
and soul; or, even by stleuce, acknowledge jts va-

Liity. So I think. I cannot think of the trans-

action without vexation. I would sce you free—

yon are free—you always were free, and the man is

a villnin who claims you as a slave, and shonld be

treated as such 5 and the nation is a blasphemous

hypuocrite, that claims power over you as a chattel,

1 wonld sec your right to freedom, and to a standing

on the platform of” humauicy, npenly acknowledged

by every human being—not on the testimony of a

Lit of paper, signed and sealed by, an acknowl-

edged thief, but by the declaration of a peuitent

nation, prostrate at yonr feet, in tears, suing to you
an:l to God for forgiveness, for the outrages com-
mitted ngainst God and man, in your person,

That slave-Irecding nation has dared to claim
you, and 3,000,000 of your fellow-mcu, as chattels
—slaves—io be bought and sold; and has pledged
all ite power to crush you down, and to keep you
from rising from jguorance to knowledge—from
degradution to respectability—from misery to hap-
piness—from slavery to freedom—from a Chattel
to a Man. As an advocate for yourself, and your
3,000,000 brethren, you have joined issue with it—
and, in the name of God and humauity, you will
conquer! The nation must and shall be Lumbled
before jis victims,—not by a blasphemous bill of
sale, alins Certificate of ficedomn; for which £1350
are paid, but by renouncing its claim, bletting out
its slavery-sustaining constitution, acknowledge it-
sell” conquered, and seek forgiveness of the vie-
timms of its injustice and tyranny. The plea, tiat
this is the same as a ransom paid for a capture ot
some Algerine pirate, or Bedouin Arab, is nanght.
You have aiready, by your own energy, escaped the
grasp of the pirate Anld.,  He has no more power
over yot.  The spell of his influence over you is
forever braken, Why go tohim? Why ask the sac-
rilegious vilinin to set & price upon vour body and
soul 2 Why give him his price?  The mean, bru-
tal sltavehclder—daring to price your freedom, your
goul; in dollars and cents, and with cool,consummate
itvpudence, and villany unsurpassed, saying, * PH
be satisfied with 750 dollars—PIl give up my right
of property in your person, and acknowledge you
to be a freeman, and not a sluve,—a man, and not
a beast—tor £150." ¢ Satisfied,” forsooth ! You can-
celled his villanous elaims, when you turned your
back npon him, and walked away. But the nation
cluiins you as aslave. It does! Let it dare 1o as-
sert that claim, and attempt your re-enslavemeut!
It is worth runuing some risk, for the sake of the
conflict, and the certain resulr.

LETTER TO

Your wite and children are tliere, it is true, and |

You must return to them ; but the greacor will be
youtr power to grapple with the mounster; the short-
er and mare glortous will be the conflict; the more
sure and complete the victory, if you go as the an-
wpanist of a nation that claims you as a slave, az a
chattel, o man tnrned into an article of merchnan-
dise. You would be armed with an irvesistible
power, when, as a self-emancipared captive, you
arrnigned that pivstical Republie before the world,
You would be sheltered nond sustaived by the sym-
pathies of millious. The advantages of your pres-
ent position should not be sacrificed to a desire for
greater security.

But I will go no further. You will think that
what I have said has more of indignation than of
reasoun in it. It mway be so. Feeling is often a safer
and a wiser gurde than logic, Of all guilty men,
the Americun slavehbolder is the most guilty, and
the meanest, the most impudent, most despicahle,
and most inexcusable in his guilt; except, it may
be, those, who, in the non-stave States, and in Scor-
Iand and England, stand sponsors for his socis] re-
spectability and personal Christianity, and who thus
associate our Redeemer in loving tellowship with
men who are the living embodiment of the sum of
all villany.

Before concluding, I wish too add, that, in what ]
have said, Iwonld not arraigu the inotives of those
wlio have, as they believe, sought to bhelriend you
in this matter. { believe Anna Richardson, and all
who have taken part in rhis transaction, have been
actunted by the purest motives of kindness to you
and your family, and by a desire, through the |'mr-
chase of your fieedom, to benefit the American
glaves. Bur thev lave erred o judginent, as i,
appeass to me.  Forgive this, ifit nceds forgive-
nese, I delight to see you loved and honored by
all, and to sce you made an instrument, by the God
of the oppressed. of burubling in the dust, that gi-
zantic fiar and hypocrite, the American Republic,
that stands with the Bible and Declarution of Inde-
peadence in its hands, and jia heel planted on the
necks of 3,000,000 of slaves.

Thine sincerely,

H. C. WRIGHT. |

FREDERICK DOUGLASS'S REPLY.

2R, St. Ann’s Square, Manchester, 234 Dec., 1816.
Hexny C. Wrnicur:

Dear Frieso :—Your letier of the 12th Decern-
ber reachied mue at this plsce, vesterduy. Please
accept sny heartfelt thanks for i, 1 aw sorry that
you deented it necessary to ussure me, that it would
be thse Iast etter of’ advice you would ever write

me. It looked as if you were nshout 1o cast me off
for ever! §do not, however, think vou meant to

convey any such nenning; and if you did, I sm
sure you will see cause 1o change _{'aur mind, and
lo receive me again into the fold of those, whow
it should ever be your pleasure 10 ndvise and in.
striick. :

The subject of your Jetter isone of deep im-
pertanee, und upon which, [ have thaughtand feli
much; and, being the party of all others most
decply concern>d, it is natural 1o «appose I have
an upinion, and ought to be able to give it on al;
fitting occasions.” I deem this a fitting occasion.

and shall act accordingly.

American Periodicals

You have given me your cpinion: I am glad
you have done so. Yon have given it to me direct,
in your own cmphatic way. You never speak in-
sipidly, smoothly, er mincingly; you bave strictly
adhered to your custom, in the letter before me.
I now take great pleasure in_giving you my opin-
ion, a8 plainly and unreservedly as you bave given
vours, and I trust with cqual good feeling and pu-
rity of motive. I take it that nearly all that can
be said against my position is contained in your
fetter; for ifany man in the wide world would be
likely to find valid objections to ‘such a transaction
as the one under consideration, I regard you as
that man. 1 must, however, “tell you, that I have
read your letter over, and over. agsin, and have
songht in vain to find anything like what I can re-;
gard a valid reasou against the purchase of my body, .
ar aguinst my receiving the manumission papers, if’
they are cver presented lo me. s

Let me, in the first place, state the facts and cir-
cumstances of the transaétion “which You so strong-
1y condemn, Tt is your right to do so,and God |
forbid that 1 should ever cherish the slightest de-«
sire to restrain you in the exercise of that vight. 1§
say to you at once, and in all the fulness of'sin-
cerity, speak ount; spexk treely; keep nothing
back’; let me knaw your whole mind. ¢ Hew 1o}
the line, though the chips fly in my face.” Tell}
me, and tel) me plainly, when you think I am de-
visting from the strict hine of duty agd priuciple;
and when 1 become unwilling to hear, I shall
have attzined acharncter which I now despise, and
from which I would hiope to be preserved. But to!
the fucts- L o

1um In Lngland, my Iumisy are i (ne  ulinei
States, My ephere of usefiriness is in the Urited
States ; my public and dowmestic duties are there;
aud theye it seems my duty to go.  DBat T am legal-
fy the property of Thomus Auld, and i’ go 1o the
United Stases, (o matter to what part, for there s
no City of Refuge there, no spot sacred (o freedom
there,) Thomas Auld, aided by the American Goy-
erninent, can seize, bind and fetter, and drag me
from my family, feed hig cruel revenge upon me,
und doam me to unending slavery. In view of
this simple statement of facts, a few friends, de-
sirous of secing we released froin the terrible ha-
bility, and to relieve iy wife and children from
the puinful trepidation, consequent upon the lia-
bility, aid to place me on an equal footing of suifety
with all other anti-slavery lecturers in the United
Stdes, and to enhance my useflilness by enlarg-
ing the field of my lubors iu the United Sttes, Lave
nobly and generously paid Hugh Auld, the agemt
of Thomas Auld, £150—iu consideration of which,
Hugh Auld (acting as his agent) snd the Govern-
ment of the United Srates ngree, that I shall be
free frony -1l further legal liability.,

These, dear friend, are the fucts of the whole
trapsaction.  The principle here acted on by my
friends, and that upon which I shall aer in receiv-
ing the wunmuission papers, I deew quite defen-
sible. .

. First, ¢s to those cwho acled as my friends, and their
aclions. The uctuating motive was, 10 secure ine
from a liability full of horrible forebodings to my-
selfand family.  With this objeet, I will do yon
the justice to say, I believe you tully unite, although
somne parts of yonr letters would seem to justify a
different belief,

Then, s to the measure adopted 10 seenre this
vesult.  Does it violate a fundumental principle, or
does it not? This is the question, and tw my
mind the only question of iimportance, involved in !
the discussion. I believe that, on our part, no just
or-holy principle has been violuted.

Before entering upon the argument in sapport
of this view, I will take the liberty (and { know you
will pardon it)tosay, [ think yon should have poini-
ed out some principle violated in the transaction,
before you proceeded to eshort me to repentance.
You have given me any amount of indiguation
aguinst * Auld’ and the United States, in ail which|
1 cardially unite, and felt refreshed by reading;
but it has no bearing whatever upon the conduet
of myself; or friends, in the matter under considera-
tion. It does not prove that I have done wrong, .
vnor does it demounstrate what js right, or the prop-
er course to be pursued. Now that the matter bas
reached its present joint, Lefore entering upon the
argument, let e say ane other word; itis this—

I do not think you have acted quite consistently
with your character for prompiuess, in delying
vour advice till the transaction was completed. |
You knew of the movement at its conception, and |
have known it through its progress, and have ney-
ery 1o mny knowledge, uttered one syllable ag nst|

o
ity in conversation or letter, 1ill now that the deed |
is doue. 1 regret this, not becnuse 1 think your,
carlier advice would have altered the result, but
because it would have left e more free than I
¢an now he, since the thing is done.  Of course,
you will not think hard of my alluding to this eir-
cumstance.  Noiv, then, to the main question. |

The principle which you appear 1o regard as vi-
ciated by the tansaction in question, may be
stated as {ollowsw—FEuvery man has a natural and’
inallenable right to himself. The inference from
this is, ‘that man cannot hold properly in man’—and
o8 man cunnot Jold 1]7rop4 riy in man, neither can
Hugh Jduld nor the United States have any right of
property in me—and having no right of properly in
me, they have ne right to sell me—and, having no
right to scll me, no one has a right {o buyme. 1 think
1 bave now stated the prineiple, and the inference
fromn the principle, distineldy and fairly, Now,
the question upoi which the whole controversy
trns is, simply, this: dees the transaction, whicl
vou condemnn, really violate this principle? lown
that, to a superficinl observer, it would seem 1o
do so, But Ithink ¥ am prepared to show, that,
so far from heing a violation of that principle, it is
truly n noble vindication of it.  Before going fur-:
ther, let e state here, briefly, what sort of a pur-’
chase would have been aviolation of this principle,
which, in common with yourself, 1 reverence, and
am apxions to preserve inviolate,

1st. It would have been a violation of that prin-
eiple, had those whe purchased we done so, to
make me - slave, instead of a freeman. And,

2ndly. it world have been a violation of that
prineiple, had those who purchased me done so,
with a view 1o compensate the slaveholder, for
whaut he aud they regarded as his righiful prop-
erty. ~

In neitier oI inese ways was my ptirchase el-
fected. My liberntion was, in their estimation, of
more value than £150; the happiness and repose
of my family were, in their judgment, more than
paltry gold. The £150 was psid to the remorse-
lexs plunderer, not because he had any just claim
to it, but to induce him to give ups his legal elaim
to sotnething which they deemed of muore value
than money. It was not to compeunsate the slave-
holder, but torelease me from his power; not to
establish my natural right to freedom, but to re-
lease me from all legal habilities to slavery. And
all this, you and I, and 1he slaveholders, and all
who know anything of the transaction, very well
understand, The very letter to Hugh Auld, pro-
posing terms of purchase, informed him that those
who gave, dented his rightlo it.  The error of those,.
whio condemn this transaction, consists in their con-
founding the erime of buying men tnlo slavery, with
the meritorions act of buying men out of slkavery,

-and the purchase of legal freedom with abstraet
right and natnral freedomn.  They say, ¢ If you Buy,

zh € ¢ :
you recognize the right to sell. If'you receive,

yau recoguize the right of the giver to give” And
this has a show of truth, as well as oflugic.  Buta

fesv plain cases will show its.entire fallaey.

There is now, in this country, a heavy dnty on
corn. The government of this country hus impos-
ed ity and though I regard it & most usjust and
wicked imposition, na man of common sense will
charge me with endorsing or recognizing the right
of this government to iinpose this dury, simply be-
eause, to prevent mysclf and family from starving,
I buy znd eat this coru.

T'zke anorher case :—1 have had dealings with
aman. 1 bave owed him one hundred dollars,
and have paid it; I bave lost the recuipt. Ie
comes npon me the serond time for the woney. 1
kEnow, and he knows, he has no right 1o it; but he
is a villain, and has me in his power. The law iz
with him, and against me. I must pay or be drag-
aed to jail. T choose to pay the bill a second time.
T'o say I sanctioned bis right to rob e, because 1
preferred to pay ruther than goto jail, is to utter
an shsurdity, to which no saue man would give.
heed. And yet the principle of action, in euch
of these cases, is the same. The tan  migin
indeed say, the claim is unjust—and declare, I will
rot in jail, beforel will pay it. But this would
nor, certainly, be demanded by any principle of
truth, jusiice, or humnanity ; and however much we
might be dispozed to respect his daring, butlittle
cleterence could be paid to his wisdom. The fact
is, we zct npon this principle every day of our lives.
znd we have an undoubted right to do so. When
1 came to this country from the United States, ]
cama in the &ccond ceabin. And why? Not be-

cause my natural right to come in the firsf. cabin
was not as good as that of any. other man, but be-!
causea wicked and cruel prejudice decided, that
the secoud cabin was the place for me. By com-,
ing over in the second, did ¥ sanction or justify
this wicked proscription? Not atall. It wasthe
best I could do. - 1 acted from necessity.

Oue other case,and I have done with - this view
of the subject. T think you will agree with me,
that the case Jam now about to put is pertinent,
though you may not readily pardon e for muking
yourself the agent of my illustration.  The vese
respects the passport systemn on the Continentof
Europe. That system you utterly condemn. - You
look tpon it as an unjust and wicked interference,
a bofd and infamious violation of the natural and’
sacred rizht of locomotion. You hotd, (and so do
1,) that the image of our common God ought to be
a’ paossportall over the hubitable world. But bloody
and tyrannicul governments have .ordained other-
wige ; they usurp authority over. you, and decide
for yoi, on what conditions you shall travel. They
sa¥, vou shall have a passport, or yon shall be put
in prison.  Now, the question is, have they aright
to prescribe any such terms? and do you, by
complying with these terms, sanction thewr inter-
ference? 1ihink you will answer, noj submis
sion to injustice, and sanction of injustive, are dif-
ferent things; and he isa poor reasenef who con-
founds the two, and makes them one and the
same thing, Now, then, for the parallel, and the
application of the passport systemn tv my own
cage,

} wish to go to the United States. 1 hnve a nat-
ural right to go there, and be free. DMy batural
right is as good as that of Hugh Auld, or James
K. Polk; but that plundering government aays, |
shall not return 1o the United States in safety—it
says, Dmust allow Hugl Auld to reb me, ormy
friends, of £130, or be huarled into the infernal Jaws
ot slave 1 must have a ©bit of paper, signed
and sezled, or my liberty must be taken from me,
uand 1 msust be torn from my family and {riends.
‘The government of Austria suid o you, * Dare to
come upon my soil, without a passport, declaring
you to be an American citizen, (whicly you say you
are not,) you shall at once be arrested, und thrown
into prison.’  What said you to thai Government?
Did you say that the thireat was a villanous one,
and an infamoeus invasion of your right of locomo-
tion?  Did you say, ‘1 will come upon your soil 3
I will go where 1 please! 1 dare and defy your
governmeut” Did you say, ¢1 wiil epurn your
pussports; 1 would not stain my hand, and degrade
vself, by touching your miserable parchmept.
You have no right to give it, and [ have vo right
10 tukeit. ¥ trample your laws, nml will put yonr
copstitnions under my feet! | will not recognize
them ! Was this your course? No! dear friend,
it was not. Your practive was w than your
theorv. You took the pagsport, submitied to be
examined while travelling, and availed yourself of
all the advantages of your * passport’—or, in vther
words, escaped all the evils which you ought to
have done, without it, and would have done, but
for the tyrannical ursurpation in Europe.

1 will” not dwell lopger upon thiz view of the
subject; and I dismiss it, feeling quite satisfied of
the entire correctness of the reasoning, and the
principle attempted to be maintained.  As to the
expediency of the measures, different opinions
muy well prevail; but in regard to the principle, I
feel it difficult to conceive of two opinions, Iam
fice to say, that, had 1 possessed one hundred and
fifty pounds, I would have scen Hugh Auld kick-

tng, DEIOrE L WOUG NAave given 1i 10 iul. 3 Wwouin
wve waited till the emergeney came, and only
wiven up the mouney when nothing else would da.
But msy friends thonght it best 10 provide agninst
the contingency ; they acted on their own respon-
gibility, and I am not disturbed about the result.
But, having uscted on a true principle, 1 do not fee!
JSree to disnvow their proceedings.

1t conclusion, let ine say, 1 aunticipate no such
change in my position as you predict. 1 shall be
Frederick Douglass still, and cnee a slave still. I
shall neither be mude to forget nor cease to fec)
the wrongs of my enslaved fellow-countrymen.
My knowledge of slavery will be the same, and
my hatred of it will be the same. By the way, 1
bave never made tny owu person and suf-
fering the theme of public discourse, but have al-
ways bared my appeul upon the wrongs of the
three suillions now in chains; and these shall still
be the burthen of my speech You intinmte
that I may reject the pupers, and sllow them to re-
main in the hauds of those friends who have effect-
ed the purchase, and thus avail myself of the se-
curity aflfurded by them, without sharing uny part
of the responsibility of the trawsaetion. My objee
tion to this is one of honur. Ydo not ghink it
would be very honorable on my part, to remain si-
lent during the whole transuction, and giving it
more than my silent approval; and then, when the
thing is completed, and I am sate, attemipt wo play
the hero, by throwing off all responsibility in the
matter. It might be said, and said withg great
propriety, ¢ Mr, Douglass, your indignation is very
gooid, and has butone fault, and that is, it comes foo
fute P It would be a shew of bravery when the
dunger is over, From every view | have been
able to take of the subject, 1 am persuaded to re-
ceive the papers, if’ presented,—not; however, as a
proot of iy right 10 be free, for that is self-cvident,
but as n proof that my friends have been legally
robbed of £150, iy order to secnve that which is
thie birth-right of every man. Aud I wiil hold up
those papers before the world, in proof of the
plundering chiarseter of the American govertiment,
It shall be the brand of infiuny, stamping the na-
tion, in whose name the deed was dove, asa
great aggrégation of bypoerites, thieves and liars,
—and their condemnation is just. They declare
that all nien are ereated equal, and have a natural
and inalienable right to liberty, while they rob me
of £150, ux a condition of my enjoying this natu-
ral aud inglienable right, It will be their condem-
nation, in their own hand-writing, and may be
held up to the sworld as a meuns of humbling that
haughty republic into repentnce.

Tagree with you, that the contest which I have
to wage is agniust the government of the United
Stutes.  But the representative of that government
is the slavehalder, Thomas Auld. He is command-
er-in-chief of the army and navy. The whoule civil
and naval force of the nation are at hi~ disposal.
He may commuand all these to his assistance, and
bring them all to hear upon me, until I am made
entirely subject to his will, or submit to he robbed
myselt, or allow my friends to be rohbed, of seven
hundred and fifty dollurs.  And rather than be
subject to his will, I have submitted to be robhed.
or allowed my fiiends to be robbed, of the seven
hundred and fifty dollars.

Sincerelv vours, :

FREDERICK DOUGLASS,
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