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From the New York Tribune.
THE DRED SCOTT DECISION.

While there is go much to give us Fain ana 1o ex-
cite our apprchensions in the Dred Scott decision,
oo confess that no part of it more thoroughly stirs
“our indignation than that which at onc stroke dis-
franchises all persons of color in the United States.
Great wrongs have at least the respectability of their
rreatness; but in this mean attanpt to crowd down
%o & lower depth a struggling and perseented race,
there is semething aKin to ihe piiifl pléisuzs Witk
which young Nerotg pull off the wings of flies, and
stick pins through beetles. -Personal oppression is
Jind enough under governments avowedly antocratic ;
bad cnough when practised u‘)on those who never
knew liberty, and wio are without hope and with-
out ambition; bad cnongh when Jjustified - by the
Joeal law of elavery ; but when the Supreme Court
of the United States launches its-thunderbolts at o
handfall of men and women who are a8 free of right
and by las as any silk-gowned gentleman upon the
hench, and who ure striving, against innumerable
obstacles, for eulture, for happintss, and for a stand-
point of respectability—men and women whom any
_white-skinned blackguard is at liberty to snub in o
railway car, o leeture room or o theatre—why, we
fecl very much ashamed of our Supreme Court,.and
very thoroughly reconciled to the fortunes which

gaved us from heing Chief Justice. .
= What will be the legal cansequences of this decis-
jon we do not pretend to say ; but, while it seems to
be very sweeping and exhaustive in its character, we
have na doubt that it will get everywhero just that
_construction which the interests of a petty. tyranny
may demand ; that doughface judges, and commis-
sioners, and marshuls, will use it to extenunte what-
ever injustice or meanness they may find it necessary
to perpetrate ; and especially that it will be ueed to

y

harass nnd torture the free eolored population in thel

slave States,  That the decision of Judge Taney’

drives a very large class of people, nud a class, too,
pcculinr]!y open to abuse,- out “of the United States!

Courts, Jeaving them no redress for the most flagrant

wrongs, must be npg\rcnt- even to those who haye

never read Coka or Chitty. . -
There were, according to the census, 434,495 freo
rsons of color in the United States in the year

1850. Of these, 275,400 were of unmized African

blood, and 159,095 mulattces.  We suppose that

Judie Taney’s decision mukes no distinction in fuvor
of the Jighfer tints of cuticle. Mr. De Bow, who
is very learned in such matters, tells us that ¢ where
the proportion is less than onc-eighth of African
blood, t}lc distinction of classes bLegins to be ob-
scured.’ - How blenchied s man must become in order
to be enabled to prosecute a suit for the redress of
injuries in the Surrcmc Court, we do not stop to
dotermine. 1t will be o very fruitful question for
the commentators and the pundits. Well'; here are
siearly hoif a million of Fcoplo, just ns much Native

Americans ns Hendley himself. They are engaged

in various avacations, are amassing real and person-

al estate, are paying taxes, and, whenever bud laws

will permit them, are, as 8 class, infinitely more re-

spectable and worthy of citizenshir than the vaga-

bonds who howl in Tammany,and break cach other’s

hends at the primary mectings.  Wo vouture to say
* thab in Massachusectts, which had in 1850 a colored
population of 9,004, there is - higher per centage
of negrocs who can read and write than would be
found among ‘an cqual number of short-boys and
shoulder-hitters who turn up their niee noses at
¢ miggers,” A more quict, orderly and industrious
clasa does not cxist in any State of this Union, . They
have, since Massachusctts had & Constitution, al
ways been regarded ns citizens of the United States,
and in the exercize of the elective franchise have been
suhjected to no peculiar disabilities. Tu one city of
that State, not & lurge one, thereare over three hun-
dred colered voters ; and if we may eredit reports,
the doughfitce Demacratic janizarics of the Custom
House have never felt any particular delicacy about
intriguing for their ballote, -

Those iree States which have always regarded this
class as citizens will, of course, take such legisiative
meagures as may be neeessiry to sceure to it the
rights which -have never before been disputed. We
suspeet that the ]{wculinr, ¢ police regulations’ of
South Carolina and of other slave States will be very
much’ strengthened b this decision, and that Mas-
saclusetts and New York scamen will have rather a
hard time of it in Charleston and Norfolk. What
remedy there mny be for this miscrable condition of
thines. wo really cannot undertake to say.:
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