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The following cloquent extract, from the Annual

Leport of the Exceutive Committee of the American

Asti-Slavery Socicty, deserves the widest circulation

through the press :—
. T Chief Justice Tancy !)clon"s the bad eminence
of having claborately falsified history, misconstrued
jarr, and outraged justice and humanity, ‘throngh
e than twenty pages of ‘l.ns‘cxtc'ndc(‘l opinion, in
ain @ APt 10 PIUNG $HAY Lutustu Jraouss s
;l:ct ‘:::crl 'ﬁ-l;cl, umlluuvcr could b, citizens of the
Loited States; that when the Union wis formed,
and ¢ for more than l'_\ century ” before,’ they ¢ had
gy enpiled a3 unh
}-,43? I;‘ﬁlle‘:linlsi)ci:ll or political relations, and so far
infcrlior. that they hud no rights which. the white.
man was hound to respect 5 that the negro might
justly and Jawfally be reduced to slavery for his bene-
ft; that this opinion was, at that time, ﬁ.xcd and
niversal in the civil:zc}l portion of the white race,
was pazarded a3 an aviom 1n morals, as well as po-
litics, which no one _
o 1o b open to dispute;’ and of ecourse, that this
inferior, duzraded race were t!wn left, um! still con-
tinue, 5o far us the Federnl Government is concern-
o, in the same rightless condition, incapable of ask-
ing of the Federal Courts redress for any wrong, nnd
onexpueatly destitute of the legal recognition of any
right. Considering how ft.:cblc, hel |!uss and :llrc‘ud.y
deply injured are the ohjects of this nsgault, it is
Jaed to say whether injustice, meanness or cruelty,
unblushing falschood, ur sophistienl misinterpreta-
timof facts and law, is its most marked churacter-
hic. - .
The judg2 dues not pretend that any clause or word
of the Lonstitution expressly dubars black men from
citizenship, ot even hints nt color or race as u test of
dvil rizhts; or that the States, before they entered
the pramt Union, had_generally set up, o terms,
ang such distinetion as is contended for. * T'hie sum

of hisargument is; that'* the white race ’ cannot be-
supposad to have recognized as citizens a race which :

they 5o loked down upon,  He cites frcely from the

arly legislation of Congress and the States to prove.
thesaeial degradation of the blacks, and thence infers

their want of civil rights.
bis parpase, this inference is flatly contradicted by
the weil-cstablished fuct, that -the Federal Govern-
ment bas repeatedly naturalized calored aliens, and
given pessports to colored men, deseribing them ns

citizens of the United States ; and, in one instance,

if oot more, has officially complained of an act of
Tritish ageression upon & colored American scaman,
a3 hating been committed upon a ® native citizen of
the United States,” It is contrudicted no less de-
disicely by the fact referred to by Judge Curtis, in
lis dissenting opinion, that in severul of the States,

(hemight have said all bat two, if we mistake not, )

bifure the adoption of the Constitution, " eolored
men, * deseended from African slaves,” were citizens
of those States, and had the elective franchiso ¢ on-
apual terms with other citizens.”  Chancellor Kent,-
in his Commentaries, says * it is certain that the
Constitution and Statute faw of New York speak of
nien of eator as being citizens 3* and that * if o slave
b born i the United States, and Iawfully discharg-
of from bondage, or if @ black man be born free in
the United States, he becomes thenceforward a citi-
wn.’ ‘The Supreme Court of North Carolina has
decided that slves born in that State, and manu-
mitted there, <are citizens of North Carolina, and
alt free persons horn within the State are born citi-
zns of the State;* and has declared it ¢ a matter of
universal notoriety,’ that free men of color had and

used the right of voting, under the old Constitation

of that State,  In Massachusetts and some other
States, it is equally notorious, they have it still, and
Lasenever been without it ; and in those where they

hu_o’lt nat, the use of the word * white,” in pre-

stibing the qualifications of voters, was necesssry to

W itirom them. ‘Uit they were regarded as citi-

:03in the old Confederation je proved conclusively
b7 the fact, that & motion to limit the privileges of
el citizenship to white persons was oxpressly

vl down in thy Congress, cight States opposing

3 ealy two supporting it, while the vote of une

was divided,

There was no need of citing Statutes to prove that
the_(\)loml people have all nlong been the objects of
1‘;"_‘1“‘!1&‘ and contempt. Nobody denies it. Bt
Uik, & far [rgm disproving their citizenship, rather
i;i:"}gt‘l;&.‘l}slhc direct. prool’ in‘its favor, drawn from
- dJ; s _-:l;u\e mentioned. For the more degraded
g Npise tl[cy were, the less likely is it that they
ril'Eclmler:ucd in any position to which they had no
o:(‘; f‘"jl epecially in one so important as that of
q*l:ntlumgns of the (,‘.ommon\\‘g;llth ; and. conse-
‘h;i”i;‘ the stronger is tho cvxdcpcc nﬂbr_ﬂgd by

T Mlnlg, that they were recognized as citizens.
F"”[:F aney epdm\'ors to evade the .(oree of the
o tlmklng“ﬂ"p fram the hiet of voting, by say-
11;0{ 4 }uv'pcrsun may ho enml'u_l to vote: bx the
e e State, who s not & citizen of the State

¢ and instances ¢ foreigners not naturalized,’

3 Biine ¢ ¢ )
03 *allawed to voto in some of tho States.’

Whathe
CET?I;:;:{QI‘?‘ are not, by such allpwance, made
Sursin 1 thoss States, or whether admission to
ity e ;uv?rexguty is not of course ndmission to
*“Nnml;f 2y perhaps be reasonably questioned ;
;‘;“}v:\l’fllu:it still be borne in mind that when—or
- s’é‘g*‘%imt citizens* are allowed to voto, it is
Shalf: ;Pfi‘“[ provision of Inw ou their particalur
"‘»‘g-lnl‘tgnt; s o such special provision existed.in
Toling s 1 colored people, it follows that their
’ii-"“bﬁft."itizoe?ﬁt.‘im.cummon ground of the gencral
“!E \gfldgef in Eis eagerness to make out a case,
st y overstated the sentiment of the period in.
sty lh.,',.' N regard to the colored people.  'L'he truth
at b oonerad feeling toward them is bad enough';
that flhi‘”“* Yery far hzyond the truth, in affirming
tan of th?l“flljln wag unisersal in the civilized por-
e nL \\lutg race,” and ¢ disputed by no one,’
T’y M“;\l‘{n might be Justly enslaved for the white
Was‘l;;“' and had no rights which the white
Bt luml to respect.  If not guilty of wilful
fathe chiv r‘? ')g‘l[‘ﬂys an ignofance most sstonishing

Did he L’J;ldlcl:ll officer of the nation.

which Yo Iy know nothing of the emphatio voice
Sy o i RIS, huw, philanthropy and religion,
5 civilized portion of the white race,” had
4 and befpre the time relerred to, in behalf
\JCE an’s rights, and against his enslave-
" as he not aware thae the practice which
b o 3 then universally thought to be just, had
vounced within the time he specifies; by Cow-
v n’s"flmn nature's hroadest, fonlest blot;’ by
‘g 3 dllhc sum of all villanies ;* by Paley, asa
2,080 mn wickeduess;? by the historian Robert-
“4) the Pugnant to the feelings of humanity,’ and
tm, o Linciples of religion ;* by Bishop, Warbur-
Dising nm;riramo“S" and ¢ directly infringing both
oy ;uumn law ;" and by many other writers
Binlists "'; °§"ﬂ‘l and cighteenth centaries—poets,
"*":jnrivgtsn divines, political economists; states-
Srietian-Jik, and others—as ¢ unjust, inhuman, .un-
W eq 1¥e ;' ¢ contrary to'all the laws of human-
Crimizal and outrageous violation of the

of tha

t to associnte with the white”

thought of disputing, or suppos- -

Bat, anfortunately for

ng this poiut, for'the sake of the argu- |
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nntural” rights-of “aankind3® € this- ¢normity; this
nggravated iniquity 3’ ¢ & practice which' spurns at
nll” the principles of both nitural and refealed re-
ligiut;? *n horrid practice, an injustice and - bar-
barity which, so sure as there is vengeance in Heaven
for the worst of erimes, will sometimo be the destrue-
tion of all who allow or encourage it;’ and, ina
word, ns deserving only abhorrence and reprobation ?
—that it called forth Montesquicu’s ‘often quoted
sarcasm, ¢ We mustnot allow the negroes to be men,
or it will begin to.be believed that we onrselves are
not Christians ;* and the Abbe Raynal’s decluraition,
that ¢ he who supperts the system of shivery is. the
enemy of the whole human race :” and Baxter's de-
nuanciation of slave-traders as * the worst of robbers,’
and of ¢ those who buy and use the poor Africans as
niere. beasts for their own convenience, regardless of
their sriritunl welfure,” as ¢ fitter to be called de-
mons than Christians *? . L
Did he never hear of Clarkson and Wilberforee,
and the ¢multitude of others,” (to use Clarkson’s
. own ‘words,) who Inhored 50 zealously in” the Jatter
i hulf of the cighteenth century for the abelition of
i the slave trade? or of the suggestion of the cclebrat-
“ed Necker, in 1784, that the nations of Europe
| sliould form a general conipact to abalish that traflie?
or of the persevering and suceessful cxertions of
" Granville Sharp, from 1765 to 1772, to procure an
nuthoritative exposition of British law against sla-
very on British soil 2. Had he never learned, in the
- course of his legal studies, that full sixteen years
- before the American Federal Constitution was adopt-
"l ed, u decision of the highest Law Court in Great
‘ Britain, pronounced by one of the ablest jurists of
that age, und after thorongh nrgument and long de-
| liberation, declared slavery, whether of black men or
| of white, to be unlawful in-that country, as a viola-
“ tion of natural right, contrary to common lw prin-
| eiples, and ro odivus that nothing can he suflered to
I'sapport it but positive Jaw? or thata few ycars
later, but still before the framing of the Constito-
 tion, the Supreme Court of Massachusetis applied
lto Negro Slaves the declaration in the State Bill of
! Rights, that ¢ all men have an unalicnable ight to
enjoy liberty,’ and thus abolished slavery in that
State? o
Did henot know that in nearly every State of the'
old Confederation, (nnd of the new Union, when it
was formed,) were Socicties for promoting the abo-
lition of Slavery, and protecting the rights of the
free colored people, nn(I) that among their wembers,
aud afficers wera many of the best, and. sowme of the |
iost illustrious nien of that day? that the judicial
seat he occupies was fivst filled “by the President of'
an Abolition Society, John Jay ? that to the samo |
Suciety the first Scerctary of the Treasury, Alexander
amilton, belonged ? that Benjumin Franklin was|
President of an Abolition Suciety, incorporated by!
the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and that its Consti-
tution called * all the children of men, members of!
the same family, howerer diversitied by color, situa- |
tion,’ or otherwise; and declared it * more especially !
the duty of those who profess to maintain fur them-:
selves the rights of human nature, to usesuch means
as are in their power to extend the blessings of free-
dom to every part of the human race’? :

Had le never scen, nmong the proceedings of pub-
lic bodies just heforc the Revolution, that the people
of Iairfux county, Virginin, George Wushington
presiding, pronounced the African Slave Trade
¢ wicked, cruel and unnatural’? that the Frechold-
ers of Hanover County, Virginia, called it ¢ most
daugerous to virtueand the welfare of this country *?
that the YVirginin Convention in 1774 complained of
the King for using his negative to defeat the'at-
tempts of the Colony to stop that trade, and for
« preferring the advantnges of a fow African corsairs
to the rights of human nature; deeply wounded by
this infumous practice’? thal an agreement was
formed by that Convention, by the North Carolina
Convention, by the Continental Congress, und by
the Georgis Provincial ' Congress, not to import
slaves, or buy those imported by others? that the
Committee ropresenting the people of Darien, Geor-
gia, claiming to be ¢ influenced by a general philan-
thropy for all mankind, of whatever climate, lan-
guage or complezion,” cxpressed their ¢ abhorrence of
the unnatural practice ol‘ slavery in America, a prac-
tice founded in injustice and craelty, debusing part
of our fellow-creaturcs below men, and corrupting
the virtue and morals of the rest’? or any of the
numerous similar testimonies of that period, and cs-
pecially that introduced by Jefierson into the original
draft of the Declaration of Independence, calling the
slave-trade an ¢ excerable commerce,” and denouncing
the King of Great Dritsin as having, by his course
in regard to it, * waged cruel war against human:
nature ftself, violating its most sacred rights in the
persons of » distant people, carrying them into sla-,
very in anothér hemisphere * 7 : '

Could ke bo ignorant that in the very Convention.
which framed the Constitution he professes to ex--
pound, Negro Slavery and the African Slave Trade
were denounced in the-strongest terms Dy:distin-
guished men, Northern and Southern; that Gover-
neur Morris said ¢ dumestic slavery is a nefarious
institution ;° that Madison called it ¢ the most op-
pressive dominion ever exercised by man aver man,’
und thought it ¢ wrong to admit’in the Constitution
the idea that thers could be property in men;’ that
Mason, of Yirginia, styled the Slave Trade * nefari-
ous ' and * infernal,’ and ¢ held it essential, in évery

int of view, that the General Government should

lave power to prevent the increase of slavery ;* that
Roger Sherman was ¢ against acknowledging men to
be property,” and ¢ regarded ' the sluve-trade a9 in-
" iquitous;’ that Luther Martin, of Maryland, con-
sidered it ¢ unjustifinble in its nature, and contrary
to the rights of mankind,’ und ¢ justly exposing us
to the vengeance of Him who is equally Lord of ali,
and ‘who views with equal eye the poor: African
slave and Ris American” master;’ that in the Con-
ventions, North and South, which ratified the Con-
stitution, the slave-trade wis condemned with equal
- emphusis, being characterized by prominent speakers
_in the Virginia Convention as ¢ detestable” and ¢ ne-,
farious ;* and in that of North Carolina, as* abom-
inable,” ¢ inhuman,! *utterly inconsistent with the'
rights of humanity,’ snd ¢ probably reprobated by
all the members * of the Federnl Convention; while,
in that of South Carolina, General Pinckney; who
had been a member’of the Federal Convention, testi-
fied that, on the slave question,.the South Carelina
delegates there ¢ had to contend with the religious
and political projudices of the Eastern and Middle
States,” whose people ¢ reprabate as an-unpardonable
moral -and political evil, the dominion they (of the
South) hold over a part of the human race*?

.- Judge Taney has the effrontery to cite even the!
' Declaration of Independence in support of - his atro-!
cious_argument. "He admits, indeed, that its lan-|
guagoe ¢ would seem’ to embrace the whole human:
family, and; if used in'a similar instrument at this
day, would be’ so- understood ;? but denies that:it:
was then understood to include * the enslaved African |
race,’ because, if it had been, ¢ the ‘conduct of. the
distinguished - men: who . framed ;the Declaration
would . have been fligrantly inconsistent.with . the
-principles they usserted,’—a thing he assumes to bo
clearly iinpossible ; ‘for- they were ¢ incapable of ‘us-
gerting’ principles:inconsistent with- thosé on’ which
' tbey wero acting.’ Indeed!  Leb'us hear a little of
| their own testimapy about that.

NPT erg e : £ L
“"To whnt does the Judge think Jefferson alluded,—

tho very man who drafted the Declaration, and put
into itoriginaRy that denuneiation of the sluve trade
which we have just quoted,—shen he exclaimed at
the inconiprehensibility of man, who can ‘endure so
much for his own liberty, ¢and the nest moment,
deaf to all those motives whose power supported him
through his trial, inflict on his fellow-men a bond-
age, one hour of which is fraught with more misery’
than ages of that which' be rose in rebeilion to op-
Iu)so ’?.- Luther Martin says- it was urged in the
Federal Convention, against the concessions made to
slavery in the Constitution, ¢ that our opposition to
Great Dritain was grounded upon the preservation
of rights to which God and nature cntitled us, not
in particular, but in common with all the rest of nian-
kind.” Patrick Ilenry, writing in 1779, confesses
that, in holding slaves, Ais ¢ conduet was incongist.
ent with the principles * he ¢ aseerted,’ and adds, ¢ I:
will not, eannot justify it.. Iwill so far pay my de-
voir to Virtue, s to own the rectitude of her pre-
cepts, and lunent my want of conformity to them.’
Williani Pinckney, in 1788, pronouncessinvery ¢ opi-
pressive, unjust, and inconsistent with the great
groundwork of the Iate Revolution.’ The Legisla-
ture of Penusylvania, in 1780, in the Act abolishing
slivery in that State, speaks of ¢ negro slaves’ as
¢ deprived of the common blessings that they were by -
nature entitled to;’ and avows among the TEASONS
for the Act, that ¢ we conceive ourselves at this par-
ticular period extraordinarily called upon, by the
blessings we have received, to manifest the sincerity
of our professions;’ and then procceds, ¢ in justice
to persons so unhappily circumstanced, and in grate-
ful commemoration of our own happy deliverance !
{rom British tyranny, to caact the gradual abolition
of ‘slavery in Pennsylvania.” In 1788, in o Report
ona petition. * in favorof the distressed Africans
and their descendants,’ o Legislative Committee in:
the same State quoted from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence the aflirmation of the inalienable rights of
all men, adding that ¢ if it is founded in truth, the
petitionera speak” but the” Divine Will in requestin
that-ihis evil (slavery) be doue away from the Innd.
Many pages might be filled with similar testimonies,
showing that the Decluration was understood, in that
diny, to assert the rights of the ¢ whole human fami-
ly,’ without distinction of race or color, and that.
the ¢ flagrant inconsistency > therewith of holdin
slaves and supporting slavery was then also seen nnﬁ
acknowledged. Indeed, it was the very time of the
framing of the Constitution, which William Pinck--
ney called ¢ this enlightened -period ’ at which ¢ we
riced not labor to prove ? slavery disgraceful, ¢ and
seundal to human nature.”” -~ )
Lhus it is nbundantly evident, not only that Judge'

Taney’s conclusion is unwarrauted by his premises;
but that his premises are gross exaggerations or
utter falschoods, and consequently that his attempt
to prove tolored mnen incapablo of citizenship is n
complete failare. ’
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