
Document 54

Papers of Harry S. Truman: White House Central Files-Official File

THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASH INGTON

17 July 19h8

1SMORANDUM FOR AR. CIARK CLIFFORD:

Attached is a letter which I had intended sending
to Mr. Grant Reynolds and Mr. A. Philip Randolph today. I
saw in this morning'sa New York Times, however, a brief news
item which stated that Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Randolph had
written or wired the President, requesting that he issue an
Executive Order for the purpose of carrying out the civil
rights plank in the platform.

In order to avoid any mix-up in the matter, I am
sending the proposed letter to you-for I imagine that you
will be working on any similar requests which the President
has received from Mr. Reynolds, Mr. Randolph, and others.
I would appreciate any suggestions you may have on thia mat-
ter, and, as you will note, my proposed letter is in reply
to a letter from Messrs. Reynolds and Randolph to the
President-MatConnelly having referred the letter to this
office last week,

James Forrestal
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TH-E SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

Dear )fr. Reynolds and Re. Randolph*

Zour 3 ttor of June 29, addressed to the Presidnt,
has been referrd to me for rep2.

In your letter, you mention the possibility of n
esseuve ordsr abo1shing all segregation and discrimnamon
frog the ard f*os.'

Sinces year letter was written, the Dmoratio
Convent~on has adopted a platform which, amn other tings,

nalsoen the Coogress to support our President in gaate
ing thsea basineand fundanta4 right; . . . The right of
equa teatment in the sortie and detense of ou nation.*

Xou will recall that when the $eletive Serios
legisAtionl was being considered by the ~Aed Services Cmeeo
of Me 8enates an amendmnt was proposed which would have had
the effect of permiting overy person in the armed sectices to
state whetir or not he wished to serve in a unit consisting
emolesimel of members of his own race. The Comittee sked
for my counts on this proposal, and I infome the Comittee
that I was opposed to including in the Selective Service bill
a previuion which would compel segregation.

Inn opinion, the field of inter-racial rlations
is one in which definite proress has been made by the military.
Furtarmore, it is a field in which even greater progress will
be mad in the future.

Se of the supporters of the proposed amndmnt which
I mentioned earlier ated that this assadost was necessary in
order to prevent the possible issuance of an executive ordar
prohibiting segregation -the very step which you nom props.
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As evidence of the possibility or such a steP, the supporters
of the amendment cited the President's civil rights message
of pobnuar 2, 1948.

The specific language of the Presidente a' message
reads as followas

"Ihring~ the recent war and in the years
sine its close we have made nuch progress toward
equality of opportunity in our Armed Services with-
out regard to race, color, religion or national
origin. .I have instructed the Secretary of Dfense
to take steps to have the remaning instances of
discrimination in the Armed Sevices eliminated as
rapidly as possible. The personnel policies and
practices of all the Services in this regard will
be made consistent."t

The instructions to which the President referred in
thus message were delivered to me orlly, and ag reply to the
President wa that these intrutions were in accord with ag
own conception of my responsibilites, under unification. I
referred to the fact that I felt that substantial progress had

beenmad ag all of the Services, and that I felt conf'idwnt
that further progress could be made -and that such progress,
amng other things, could take the form of a more nearly uniform
approach to inter-raoial problems by the three Services.

In addition to the matters I have mentioned ip to
this point, I should lik, to call your attention to a meeting
which I held on Apil 26, to discuss many of the problems to
1ihich your letter refers. A list of the persons invited to
attend this meeting is attached for your information, I am
presently waiting the recomaendations of the group which
attended the April 26 meeting - and I em in hopes that oma
ontgrowth of the meeting will be the setting up of an advisory
panel to assist the Military Establishment in handling the many
difficult problems facing the armed services in the field of
intenraoial relations. In this general connection, I think
that you wa be interested in a letter we recently received
frcs Mrs. Mary MoLood Bethun~e, a copy of which I attach for
your information.

212



Agconcrete and practicable suggestions which
either of you may have will. be greatly appreciated. I wold3
be les than candid with you, however, if I failed to say
thai lIr. Randolph's much-publicised testimorg before the
Conress saen to me to be a step in the wrong directiaa.

James Forrestal

Er. Grant Rgmolds, National Chairman
M.Aa Philip Randolph, National Treasurer

Service and Training
Buite 301, 217 West 225th street
Bur lork 27, New lork

2 Er0c13.
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DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE
Washington, D.C.

NATIONAL DEFENSE CONFERENCE

on Negro Affairs

The Pentagon, 9:00 A - 4:00 PM - Monday, April 26, 1948

List of conferees who have accepted the invitation of
Secretary Forrestal to particip te,

Dr. Sadie T, M. Alexander
40 South Nineteenth Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune
President
National Council of Negro Women, Inc.
1318 Vermont Avenue,
Washington, D.C.

Dr. John W. Davis, Presidcnt
West Virginia State College
Institute, West Virginia

Mr. Truman K. Gibson
Attorney at Law
3507 South Parkway
Chicago, Illinois

Reverend Bishop J. , Gregg
150 Washington Boulevard

Kansas City, Kansas

Mr. Charles Houston
Attorney at Law
615 "F" Street, NW
Washington, D.C.

Reverend John H, Johnson
St. Martins Church
230 Lenox Avenue
New York, Noe York

Dr. Mordecai Johnson, President
Howard University
Washington, DC,

Mr. P, B, Young, Jr.
Norfolk Journal and Guide
Norfolk, Virginia

Mr. Ira F. Lei s, President
The Pittsburgh Courier
2628 Centre Avenue
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays
Pres dent
Morehouse College
Atlanta, Georgia

Mr. Loren Miller
Attorney at Law
1105 East Vernon Avenue
Los Angeles, California

Mr. Hopson E. Reynolds
International Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks

1416 Broad Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dr. Channing H. Tobias
Director
Phelps-Stokes Foundation
101 Park Avenue
New York, New York

Mr. Wi lard Townsend, esident
or
Mr. George L, P. Weaver
United Transport Service Employees
2452 State Avenue
Chicago, Illinois

Mr. Walter White
Executive Secretary, NAAC
20 Uest 40th Street
New York, New York

Jam sC Evns
21 April 1948
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO OEN, INC.
(Affiliated with the National Council of Women
of the United States, Inc., and International

Council of Women of the World)

1318 Vermont Avenue, Northtest
Washington 5, D. C.

Telephone: COlumbia 4491

July 1, 1948

The Honorable
Kenneth C. Royall
Secretary of the Army
Pentagon Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

It has come to our attention that you have released to us three
additional ROTC units designed to serve Negro youth for training as
officers - one in Florida, my own state; ond in Louisiana and one in
Maylnd

I do want, for the National Council of Negro Women, a large or-
ganization Mr. Secretary, representing 800,000 women of this country,
to extend our gratitude and congratulations on' ths definite forward
step toward the goal we all seek, This will enable our sons to equip
themselves for leadership responsibilities in the protection of their
own country. Seventy-five per cent of our Negro soldiers come fzom
the South and it is very significant and important that at this time
this open door of opportunity they so badly rieed and richly deserve
should be opened to them by your hands. This step will encourage the
setting up of opportunities for our WACS, WAyES, SPARS and WAS to
prepare themselves as well for the task that lies ahead, I shall be
happy to emphasize this important opportunity for patriotic service,

I am hoping, Mr. Secretary, that this forward step that you have
taken will prove an incentive to the next stride you will make in per-
fecting the training and utilization of all our man power and our women
power.

Please know how grateful we are and how happy we shall be to co-
operate in any way that we can.

Sincerely yours,

(signed)

Mary McIeod Bethune
Founder-President
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