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HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on

Civil Rights

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE
DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT

HANOVER * NEW HAMPSHIRE

December 8, 1947

Dear Phillee:

I am enclosing a copy of a letter
which I recently received from Dean Griswold
of the Harvard Law School. I haWthad my
fingers crossed as to the reception which
might be given the R eoort by some of the law
school people. Here is one top authority, at
least, who seems to be pleased.

T ian to be in Tshirgton
between eristas ard ew Year's to attend

the anniu meeting of The American olitical
Science AsocLition. 1iwill give you a call
and, if: ou .re in torn, perha s we can have
a few minutes together,

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

P.KC/pd

Mr. Phillec Nash
The Uhite House
Uashin-ton, D. C.
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c
0 LAW SCHOOL OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY

P
Cambridge 38, Mass.

Office Of The Dean

December 3, 1947

Professor Robert K. Carr
Dartmouth College
Hanover, New Hampshire

Dear Professor Carr,

I am writing to express my thanks and appreciation for
the excellent and important public service which has been done through
the Report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights. When such
committees are organized, I know that the actual writing is usually
done by someone else, and I suspect that you had a large part to do
with that part of the work. I am therefore venturing to write to you
to express my appreciation.

Although the policies set by the Committee are
important, the way the Report is written is, on this sort of a matter,
of greatest importance. It could have been a milk and water matter,
deploring this, and overlooking that. Or, it could have been a bitter,
cynical document which would do no constructive good. The Report as
prepared, however, is most effective. It is written with real feeling,
and yet without rancor. I do not see how anyone can take exception
either to its statements or its tone. Yet, no punches have been pulled.

The breakdown of civil rights into the four classifi-
cations adopted by the Report is a real contribution. .It helps greatly
to show that the problem of civil rights is much broader than the mere
question of freedom of conscience and expression which we are likely to
think of when we speak of civil liberties. We have done a tolerably
good job on free press and free religion, but the Report helps greatly
in showing that there are other elements to full civil rights, and that
we fail badly in some areas with respect to these.

Of course, the results of your efforts will not be
immediate nor very tangible. But I think you have done much to educate
the public, and it is, in large measure, only by education, only by
bringing about a deep-seated public awareness of the problem, that we
can make progress in this field. The contribution of the Report to
that progress seems to me to be as great as any which has been made in
our time.

Cordially yours,

(Sgd) Erwin N. Griswold

Erwin N. Griswold
Dean
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February 5, 1947.

Dear Mr. Harris:

I wish to thank you for your recent
letter to the President commending his statement
on civil rights. The President appreciates your
support of his position.

You maybe sure of his continued interest
in this important problem.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. Fred Harris,
President,
The Decatur Branch,
National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People,
854 West King Street,
Decatur# Ilinois.

1, 4 v k I A;-,



DRAFT

January 29, 1947.

Gentlemen:

I wish to thank you for your recent letter

to the President commending his statement on civil

rights. The Psident C appreciates your suPVort

of his position.

You may be sure of his continued

interest in this important problem.

SincerelY ycrs,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the presidetn

The Decatur Branchjfrte dva mn

Natiofl Association for the Advancement

of Colored People,

85h West King Street,
Decatur, Illi.tois.-

/
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OFFICERS
ifDENT

S. SPINGARN

.N OF THE BOARD
oUIS T. WRIGHT

CHAIRMAN OF BOARD
4. CHARLES E. TONEY

VICE-PRESIDENTS
ARY MCLEOD BETHUNE

4ANNIE H. BURROUGHS
,GODFREY LOWELL CABOT
HON. ARTHUR CAPPER
DR. WALTER GRAY CRUMP
BISHOP JOHN A. GREGG
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
HON. IRAW. JAYNE
REV. A CLAYTON POWELL
GEN. THEODORE ROOSEVELT
OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD
WILLIAM ALLEN WHITE

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
WALTER WHITE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY
Roy WILKINS. EDITOR. THs CRISIS

TREASURER
MARY WHITE OVINGTON

SPECIAL COUNSEL
THURGOOD MARSHALL

NATIONAL ASSOGIATION FOR THU
ADVANGEMENT OFGOLORLD PEOPLE

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3551

Official Organ: The Crisis

DECATUR, ILLINOIS
January 20, 1947.

ECATUR BRANCH
.L~t~,F

4
i~NPresident

MARIE G AKER Secretary
1405 N. Monroe St--7758

MRS. ALICE CALDWELL,
Assistant Secretary

M. L. McCLERKIN, Treasurer

Vice-Presidents:
PERCY L. FARRIS
JAMES JOHNSON

Executive Board:
EDWARD JACOBS
E.H.DANSBY
DR. J. C. ELLIS
MRS. B. T. BOND
C. L. LIVINGSTON
MRS. ROSA HOOD
MRS. G. L. PIERSON
JOEL MOTLEY
MRS. MARY MARTIN
D. W. JONES
THAD SANGSTER
JOE SLAW
P. E. CHINA

Hon. Harry S. Truman,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We wish to thank you for the appointment
of a committee on Civil Rights. It took courage be-
cause there are so many who do not want civil rights
for anyone outside the majority group.

We were surprized and very much pleased when
you included in your mesSage to Congress a request for
the creation of a permanent committee to take charge
of this work. We shall always be grateful for your
effort to help this section of your citizens.

Yours truly,

Pres.

Sec.

I..,
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UNITED ELECTRICAL, RADIO & MACHINE WORKERS OF AMERICA

AFFILIATED WITH THE CONGRESS OF INDUSTRIAL ORGANIZATION 

LOCAL UNION 1412
PHONE TWINOAKS 2167

160-A GRAND AVENUE

OAKLAND 12, CALIFORNIA

February 15, 1947 ) IT

The Honorable Harry S. Truman
President of the United States of America
The White House
Washington 25, D. c.

Dear Mr. President:

I have been instructed by the membership of this Local
Union by unanimous vote at the last general membership meeting to commu-
nicate with you in regard to an appointment made by ygg 4h, we feel,
is an insult to our people.

We refer to your appointment of 0. E. Wilson, President
of the General Electric Company, to the position of EMirman-of-the Civil
Rights Committee.

We approve of the idea of setting up a civil rights
committee but we feel strongly that the appointment of Mr. Wilson as
Chairman makes a mockery of the principles for which such a committee is
supposedly established.

This Local represents and has under contract, among
others, five units of the General Electric Company. Our members well re-
member Mr. Wilsonts attitude on civil liberties both during and after our
strike last year.

His record will show that Mr. C. E. Wilson has been one
of the leaders in the fight to suppress civil rights and, in our opinion,
is not fit to serve as chairman of a committee whose avowed purpose is to
protect and extend civil rights.

We sincerely hope and trust, Mr. President, that you
will take these facts into consideration in appointing a successor to
Mr. Wilson at the earliest possible date.

Very truly yours,

mira Martin
SM:ag Business Agent
ue 1412
cio

7' ~EO
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Copy to Philleo Nash L/

So:pt-wmber 15, j 1t?

The Honorable Maurice C. Latta,
Executive Clerkc i Charge,
The White Housze u~cutive Offices,
The Whi.- House.

Dea.r Judge Latta:

The President's Committee on Civil Rights met in
Washington on September 12th and 13th to approve the report
to the President. At this meeting the Comittee directed
that the present draft of the report be substantially revised.
The Committee's staff is already at work on this revision but

it appears that our existing schedule for the completion of
this und ereming will have to be reconsidered.

In my opinion the following needs exist: (1) It will
take three weeks for the staff to rewrite the report, secure
the final a. proval of the Committee and make all arrangements
with the Government Printing Office. Accordingly, I would
like permission to keep the entire staff at work through the
week in which October lst fa.lls. (2) It will be necessary to
keep on a skeleton staff of lthee or fotir through the month
of October, to close out our files, to dispose of materials
now in our possession and to assist in the initial distribu-
tion of the report. (3) The report will probably be ready to
submit to the President around October 10th, and members of
the Commit,.ee will want to come to Washington for this purpose.
It will be necessary to cover their travel and per diem expenses
for that trip.

I feel reasonably certain that our expenses for the
period from July lt to October lst, including the printing
of the report, sill be below the amount assigned to us. I
think it is quite possible that the additional expenses for
the month of October can be met within our present allotment.
I would be glad to discuss any phases of this problem with you
should{ you desire to do so.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.
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November 5, 1967.

Dear Mrs. Ardinger:

The P1resident has asked me to say to you
that the report of the President's Civil Rights
Committee meets all the hop he had for it.

He regards it as an important document
n confident tLat it aill take its place among

the documents on Freedom.

He wants me to express to you his personal
appreciation for your service with the Committee
and for your share in the preparation 't% ito report.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mrs. Ellen C. Ardinger,
808 Whittier Place N..,
Cs hingto- 12, D. C.

~1
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November 10, 1947.

DeUr .LE JcIson:

The £ resident hs Iasxed me to say to you
that the e ort of the president' Civil Rights

committee meets al.l he hopes he had for it.

Hie regards it us an anvportant document
and is confident that it will take its place among
thie documents on Freedom.

He wants me to express to you his personal
a-preciation for your service with the Committee
and for your share in the preparation of its report.

Cordially,

DAVID b. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Liss Mahala B. Jo:;nson,
239 Ontario Road, N. .,
ashington, D. C.

I
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

734 Fifteenth Street NW., Room 706, Washington 25, D. C.
Telephone: Executive 3300, Extension 459

ROBERT K. CARR, CHARLES E. WILSON,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY CHAIRMAN

JOHN S. DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Jr.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

MRS. SADIE T. ALEXANDER
JAMES B. CAREY
MORRIS L. ERNST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HASS
CHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
MRS. M. E. TILLY
CHANNING H. TOBIAS

570 Lexington Avenue
New York, N. Y.
November 14, 1947

Mr. J. L. Sullivan
Fourth and Market Streets
Oakland, California

My dear Mr. Sullivan:

Naturally, on such a broad subject as that of civil

rights, there are points in your letter of October 29th on

which we agree and others where we do not.

The Report of the President's Committee on Civil rights
was the result of exhaustive study and consideration by members

of the Committee, which was made up, intentionally, of men and

women known to hold definite and greatly diversified views on

the various phases of this subject. Of course many compromises

were made and a great deal of reconciling of ooints of view,
but in my opinion the Committee did an outstanding job in

dealing with the long-standing and perplexing questions which

it had to consider.

Action to implement the Report of the Committee can come

only with the consent of the people, expressed through their

leaders, and we ask only a fair hearing and a serious discussion

of our proposals by the people in all sections of the country.

Very truly yours,

CEW h)
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Lea r tr. ATrstrong:-

Thanx you for your letter of November 11.h.

Since the Courittee's w4ork terminated on October 30th,
I am sorry to tell you that the free supply of the Comittee's
report is exhausted. However, I am told that the Government
Printing Office has asked for a re-run of the documernt. Copirs
should be available after i'ovember 14th.

In adcdcitioi, I have been told that Simvon and Schuster,
1230 Sixth Avenue, New York, New York, still has a .few copies;
onf rat, although their first edition of 252O0 has been
exhausted.

Cordially,

CHARLECS J. DURHAM

Mr. 'Robert G. Arms3trorg,
Chairman, JiviI Rits Conrittee,
Atlanta Chaptul.,
Akmerican Veterans Ccxamitltee,
Ltlanta University,
Box 318;
Atlanta, Georgia.

V
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November 3, 1947.

Dear Mrs. Bethune:

Mr. Nash wanted you to be sure and

t a ,opy of the Civil Rights Rep;ort, so I am

sendir o:e along to you, since he is out of

the city.

Sincerely yours,

KATHLEEN M. POTTS
Secretary to Mr. Philleo Nash

Mrs. Mary McLeod Bethune,
National Council of Negro Woiien, Inc.,

1318 Vermont Avenue N.ii.,
4ashington, D. C.

41,-
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DEfwember 6, 1946.

WWOPANDUM FOR TH9 HONOIXABL ;.VILIkM D. HAS3SETTi

In the absence of Urx. Niles, I ha ve
pre,-Ared the attached drafts of' replies to Doctor
Martin Ii. 3ickhamn, Chairman of.- the Il1liaois -Xntor-

Racal Oimrnss, anid the Reverend Ruossell-.2barton
Lambert, as requested by Mrs. tinegar..

PliL10bNASH

Attachmients

I
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December 6,, 1946.

Dear Doc tor Bickham:

I am happy to oe able to reply, after this
long delay, to your letter of August 6 and August 12,
addressed to the President.

The proposals contained in thes letters
were ciceely similar to plaw~ whi" haMvenow ben
brought to completion with the an~ ou~t yE~terday
that the President had created, by Ex~tive Order,9
a Comitte cm Civil Rights.

I know you will be $xtereatod Ix tb.
enclosed copy of tkin OrerA dttw $tatmtb~v *the
Prosidant. We all appreciate ymi ir Wt n 1WbX
matter and your helpful avgilestion.

Sincerely yours,

WILLI"3 D. HASSETT
SecretazV to the President

R-nlosure.

Doctor Martin H. Bickham,
Chairman,
Illinois Inter-Racial Gowmission.,
19 South LaSalle Stret,
Chicago 3, Illinois.

LAA A A A A A-A L i.
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Docomber 6, 1946 .

ear Doctor Bick hka:

I am happy to -e able to reply, after thiA

long delay, to your letters of August 6 and August 12,
adiressed to the Presiient.

The proposals contained in these letters
ere cClosely similar to plans *ich have now been

brought to completion with the announcement y6iterday
that the President hiad created, by Fxecutive Order,
a Committee on Civil Rights.

I kno;w you aill be interested in the
enclosed copy of the Order and the Statement by the
President, io all appreciate your interest in thiie

matter and your helpful suggestion.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary to the president

Enclosure.

Doctor Mairtin H. Bickharm,
chairman,

Illinois Inter-R racial Consission,
19 South LAtalle Street,
Chicag-o 3, Illinois3.



Dr. martinn HL Bickham:
/ eptmber 26th,

Ia:,-ihanovto e abl ter
this long de ,o your letters of/±tugust 6th and Augudt 12th7-----
addre to the 1-resident

I am happy to be able to reply, after
this long delay, to your letters of August 6th and 1ugust
12th, addressed to the President.

The proposals contained in those 16tters
were closely similar to plans t e p dedoba which
have now been brought to completion with the announcement yesterdzy
alX*hm that the President had cre ted,by Executive Urder a cramitee
on 6ivil Rights.

know you will be i t ested in the e lo
the I ' copy of the Order tagathrx and

xikkxx Statement by the President. 'he all appreciate your interest
in this matter and your helpful suggestion.

Sincerely yours,

WDH

I
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Rev. Russel Tharton lambert

Dear dir. hamabert:

The president yesterday issued an Executive
Order, together with a Statement, creating the President's
Coaxiittee on Civil Ri hts. he
p oce ion for some time and the President xxx been
work

The de 1 i 'elig to Dr. Bickham's letters
as well as to your oWni ar6 T i'Vh would have been
difficult tmm out saying too much.

is you can see, the Committee, as worked out,
closely approximates the wishes of the Illinois Inter-racial
Commission.

We,all appreciate your interest in this matter.
It is personally gratifying to me to be able to tell you of the
formation of this committee.

Oince-ly yours,

WDH

)-~--~L< c-'-Q I
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December 3, 
1946.

gg.yOEANDUM FOR? Tg dagowAB V ILLIAi 1. HASS:

Dear Bill: to which

I have all theon laM0'.

your friend the Reveren

referred.

Since the presidentS.Ccxnxfli 
itee o

Civil Righsins 
been under cosideratio

ceivild 3Fights to ithhold an answer until 'we

seemed tell r Bickham that such a CmmftO

beretor B i 
nts ~On this

cudtell Do" inalarra;, ek toweek

would be creavebeen postponed fro we announcement

cnmittee h avebe "Pill haVe an e few days.

so shor tlY hat'weethe publicity

If anything should delay t ip tY

on th5 0~I tte -I- e'~ however, -1 Willprepare,

on-1th isBCommitteeolongertbert,
a rep lY for you to Yr. b

,kttachment-

24

F
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Dear Mrs. Brevard :

I have mou:
:L~biressed to) tne Pre:

ntiof the troubt y(
a:lace to live.

Housing is
discrim ation isp

the Pres id
ik coual rights arnd
Ir. Order to help as
2ra~'.ted aCommittee
yo'a a co y of the or
sio ;h-' L you : Li knrc
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December 2, 1947.

Dear Mrs. Bronson:

Thank you for your letter of November 22,
addressed to the President's Comnittee on Civil
Fights, regarding copies of the Report of that
Committee.

Unfortunately, the supply of copies for
free distribution has been completely exhausted,
and we will be unable to forward the copies as
you requested.

Copies of the Report may be secured,
however, for the price of $1 by writing the,
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government
Printing Office, Nashington 25, D. C.

Sincerely yours,

PHILLEO NASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Mrs. Ruth M. Bronson,
Secretary,
National Congress of American Indians,
1426 35th Street,
Washi-gton 7, D.C.

a.. -

I
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NATIONALCONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS
N. B. JOHNSON

PRESIDENT

CLAREMORE, OKLAHOMA

MRS. RUTH MUSKRAT BRONSON JAMES E. CURRY

SECRETARYATTORNEY

1426 35TH STRET. . W 1212 TOWER BUILDING

WASHINGTON 7 C.November 22, 1947 WASHINGTON 5, D. C.

The President's Committee on Civil Rights
734 15th Street, NW., Room 706
Washington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen:

It is my understanding that you are furnishing a number of
free copies of the Committee's reports to minority groups who are
mentioned in the Report and whose interest are affected by the
Report. If this is true, will you please mail a copy of the
publication to the following:

Mrs. J. J. Kirk, National Chairman, Indian Welfare Committee
General Federation of Women's Clubs, Gallup, New Mexico.

Judge N. B. Johnson, President, National Congress of Ameri-
can Indians, Claremore, Oklahoma

Mr. James E. Curry, General Counsel, National Congress of
American Indians, 1016 16th Street, NW, Washington,
D. C.

Miss Marian Gridley, Secretary, Indian Council Fire,
30 West Washington Street, Chicago, Illinois

Thank you very much for the oapy which you sent me. If you
cannot forward these copies without charge, please let me know.

Sincer y yours,

h . Brons n
Secretary

RIM:ah
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Novemor 1I 19117*

Dear Mr. Brooks:

Thank you for your fine letter of November 10th.

Since te Com itteels work terminated on mctober 30th,

I sorry to tell you thiat th~j free supply of t'he Coiittee's

report is existed. However, I am told that the Goverment

orntig Oficedas asked fora re-run of the document. Copies

should be available after 'Novetber lth.

In addition I have been told that Simon And Schuster,

12a Sixth vue, New or, Neu Yori,oat 1 ha sa few copies

oroind ,Itlhoaglt, i first edition of 25, OO has been

exhaust ted.

Cordially,

CHARILES J.

The Honorable Jack B. Brooks,

House of Representativ,
Austin, Texas.

V - -



HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on

Civil Rights

or--

JACK 8 S )C)5

CISTRIC 1 IS I

P AUMCN' -EXAS

Va e AnI n

November 10, 1947

COMMITTEES

STATE AFFAIRS

COMMON CARRIERS

BANKS ANO BANKING

INSURANCE

RULES

The President's Co-mittee on Civil Rights
724 Fifteenth Street NN., Room 706
iashington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen:

I deeply appreciate your sending me a copy of "The Report
of the President's Committee on Civil Rights." I find it
packed with easily understood data which are convincing argu-
nients for lay and legislative action.

Not knowing how widely your report will be distributed,
I am taking the liberty of requesting that you send rme six
additional copies of your report.

I am sure that the citizens of my community and my
legislative district will be anxious to read this comprehensive
study and I wish to provide such an opportunity through my own
efforts for as iany people as possible.

Thank you.

k B. Brooks

V - -
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President 'Is Comittee

on
Civil Rights

December 2, 1947.

Dear 2r. Burr.

Your letter of November lth, addressed to the Government
rinting Office, in connection .ith the report of the President's Committae

on Civil Rights, has been referred to this office.

The President's Committee on Civil Rights was created by Executive
Order, dated December 5, 1946. I am attaching a copy of the Order for
your information and interest. As you will note, Paragraph 5 of this
Executive Order calls for the preparation of a -titten report with
recommendations for the protection of civil rights.

The report was printed and distributed under the authority of
the Joint Committee on Printing (40 Stat. 1270), and in accordance with
the rules and regulations of that Committee. The distribution plan was
submitted to and approved by the Publications Clearance Unit of the Bureau
of the Budget.

Under this plan, the Coaittee sought to bring l2ta report to the
attention of members of Congress, the Judiciary, Government agencies,
state legislators, municipal officials and others who would be primarily
interested in the Committee's recommendations.

The full co:: ittee joined in all recommendations, including that
with respect to Federal grants-in-aid for education. No dissent was
prepared, other than the discussion you have already noted in the report.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NIL-S
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. Borden Burr,
103i6-1052 Brown-Miarx Building,
Birmingham 3, Alabama.
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United States Government Printing Office
Washington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen:

There has come to my attention through the kindness of a member
of our Legislature a very handsome book issued by the United States Govern-
ment Printing Office entitled "To Secure These Rights." In reading the
book I find that on Page 166 there appears the statement that a minority of
the committee is not in agreement with certain parts of the recommendation
relating to "the elimination of segregation based on race, color, creed or
national origin from American life," I would appreciate it if you would
advise me, or if you are not in a position to give the advice, kindly
direct to whom the inquiry should be made:

1. The names of the minority who so objected.

2. As to whether or not the minority or any of the minority
filed a written dissent of any kind, and, if so, where a copy of this
dissent may be obtained.

3. As to whether or not this book is being distributed free of
charge to the members of all of the legislators of the various states, or
whether Alabama has been especially selected for this outstanding honor.

4. Whether or not the free circulation includes other classes
of persons besides members of the state legislatures, and the extent of
this inclusion and circulation.

5. On whose direction or under what executive law or statute this
circulation is being made.

Yours very truly,

Borden Burr
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oa ds Darllisle

The President nas ished me to say to you

tLt trhe Reort of he I-reoident' u ivil Rights

oittee meet& all the hopes he hd for it.

H!e regards it as an iuortant document

rnd is confident that it- -'il1 taKe its place afon*g

the document on Freedom.

he vants me to express to you his personal

4,'.4reclaioflfor -your aorvice. w !th ,t Ie Gcmorittee

.rId for your sreo rth vre i of its re-ort.

Corci al ly,

DAVID . NIL S
Administrative Assistant

to the president

i i acquelinCalle
1351 iontague Street N.A.,
.askingtonl, D. 0.
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Dear Dave:

Madison Jones of our staff has just returned
from a meeting called by roger Baldwin at which
were present representatives of five or six organi-
zations to discuss means of implementation of the
Report of the President's Committee on Civil Rights.
This is the second or third such meeting which has
been called. And there may be other organizations
which have done the same thing.

17e have called no such meeting as yet because
we don't want to muddy the waters or to do anything
which will prevent the most effective coordination.
It is no criticism of the American Civil Liberties
Union or any other organization to say that too
often attempts are made to capitalize on enthusiasm
without effective means of following through.

I sent the enclosed telegram last Saturday
to Charles E. Wilson about a luncheon or dinner
at the Waldorf-Astoria or a similar place, but
have not as yet yeard from him. Upon hearing
from him, it is our plan to invite a small but
responsible group of organizations to join in
sponsoring the luncheon and to work out a plan
for a sustained campaign to implement the Commit-
tee's recommendations.

o~ a2 1
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The organizations we have in mind are the
following:

American Federation of Labor
American Bar Association
American Civil Liberties Union
American Jewish Committee
American Jewish Congress
American Legion
American Medical Association
American Veterans Committee
Americans United for World organization
Anti-Defamation League of B'nai BIrith
Boys' Clubs of America
Boy Scouts of America
Catholic interracial Council
Congress of Industrial Organizations
Council Against Intolerance in America
Council for Democracy
Federal Council of Churches of Christ

in America
Freedom House
Girl Scouts
International Ladies' Garment Workers

Union
Knights of Columbus
League of Women Shoppers
National Association of Manufacturers
National Association of Real Estate Boards
National Conference of Christians and Jews
National Council of Negro Women
National Education Association
National Federation of Woments Clubs
National Urban League
Union for Democratic Action
United Christian Youth Movement
United Parents Association
United States Chamber of Commerce
National Council YMCA
National Board YWCA
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I am not sure that all of these would ac-
cept but we are going to invite them anyway.

At the conference today, Roger Baldwin
mentioned that there was some talk of either
the White House or the Attorney rGeneral calling
a meeting of national organizations to discuss
implementation of the report. Madison Jones
didn't get clearly whether the White House had
decided to do this or whether it was Roger
Baldwints idea to suggest to the White House
that this be done.

So that you and we would not be working at
cross purposes I tried to reach you by telephone
today but the White House operator told me you
would be gone until Monday. If you don't get
this until Monday, I would be grateful if you
would telephone me collect sometime before
3 PM when our Board meets so that I may be able
to intelligently report to the Board.

I am still eager to hear the details of
the two or three other startling projects you
told me about over the telephone.

Ever sincerely

Secretary

Mr. David Niles
The White House
Washington, D.C.

HW: emw
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ygOIRANDUM FOR DOCTOR ROBERT K. CARR:

The attached commu-catfi on fro Walt

Wisalrpeakat worits this phase of the ci il

rights problem.

I wonder if you would be ga en ugh

let me have a memorandum stating in arnW

what progres you 
have made i~ this 

area.

This letter, I think, 
ought to become

part of your Committee's documents.

DAVID K. NILES

Administrative assistant
to the President

Attachment.
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M:.I77 OFR 2I'OTCO ROBERT K. CAKT:

The atahed com'unic t icn from Walter Vhite
ks for itself. I know that the Com ittee

alresy at work or. this phase of the civil

rihts problem.

T wonder if you would be good enough to lt

me have a merorandur stating in avmmy

general way what progress you have made in

f s area.

Is letter I th i, ought tc become part

o vour Iommittee's dccumrentS.
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Dear Dave:

After you left the office this morning,
another idea occurred to me which ties In with
both the Virgin Islands and Charles Taussig's
problem about preventing discrimination against
and insult to distinguished dark-skinned persons
passing through Miami and New Orleans. If tYhe
Civil Aeronautics Board grants Pan American's
application to make St. Croix a major junction
point between South and North America, the State
Department's headaches in continental United
States can be eliminated by routing not only
dark-skinned but all VIP's through the Virgin
Islands.

This would have a three-fold benefit.
(1) It would eliminate the highly danger-

ous international incidents which are almost
certain to happen considering the experiences of
Madame Eboue, President Estime's nephew and others
recently at Miami and Jacksonville.

(2) It would be a rebuke to the bigotry of
Florida and Louisiana.

(3) It would make the Virgin Islands a fer-
tile source of well-considered public relations
through these important persons stopping off
there, which would not only attract more persons
with money to spend to the Islands, but even more
be a demonstration on American soil that we can
at least in this instance practice the democracy
we talk so much about but seldom practice.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONGACRE 3-6890
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After you left we discussed also a supple-
mental memorandum on the public relations program
Messrs. Kessler and Robinson and their associates
have in mind which, though primarily for the ho-
tel they want to build, will even more be public
relations promotion for the Islands themselves.
I have just obtained the promise of an expert in
that field to give some thought to this and to
help draft it which we will talk over with Bill
when he comes to New York next week.

It was swell seeing you today and I hope I
will be talking to you again soon about several
other matters. I want you by all means to come
to New York as our guest for the dinner or lun-
cheon which we plan to give for the President's
I-ommittee on Civil Rights. I hope you and the
President will permit me on that occasion to say
a few words about your connection with this and
other superb jobs you have done.

Ever si erely

Secretary

Mr. David Niles
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WVW: emw
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iiles :

Mr. White asked me to send you the en-

closed and ask you to substitute it for the

first page of the letter which was sent to

you on October 31st. There

errors on the original first page of the

letter.

Very uly yours

secretary to Mr. White

Mr. David Niles
The White House
washington, D. C.
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Donald Crichton
Morris L. Ernst
Osmond K. Fraenkel
Arthur Garfield Hays
Paul Kern
Karl N. Liewellyn
James Marshall
Shad Poller
Hope Stevens
Charles H. Studin
Andrew D. Woinberger
Homer S. Brown
Spottswood W. Robinson, III.
Bartley C. Crum
Amos T. Hall
William H. Hastle
Edward P. Lovett
Leon A. Ransom
Ruth Weyond
Louis L. Redding

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
20 WEST 40TH STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y.

LONGACRE 3-6890

Official Organ: The Crisis

31st
Octob

1947

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Walter White Secretary
Roy Wilkins Amintant Secretary

Editor, The Crisis
Madison S. Jones, Jr.

Administrative Assitint
Thurgood Marshall

Special Counsel
Robert L. Carter
Marian Wynn Perry
Franklin H. Williams
Edward R. Dudley (on leave)

Assistant Special Counsel
Leslie S. Perry Administrative Assistant

Washington Bureau
W. E. B. Du Bois

Director, Special Research
Daisy E. Lampkin Field Secretary
Gloster B. Current

Director of Branches
Donald Jones
LeRoy E. Carter
Rufus W. Smith

,lsristant Field Secretcries
N. W. Griffin

West Coast Regional Secretary
Lucille Black Mcmbership Secretary
Ruby Hurley Youth Secretary
Jesse 0. Dedmon, Jr.

Secretary, Veterans' Afairs
Oliver W. Harrington

Director, Public Relations
Clarence M. Mitchell, Jr.

Labnr Secresary

Dear nave:

After yo left the office this morning,
another idea courred to me which ties in with both
the Virgin I ands and Charles Taussig's problem
about preven ing discrimination against and insult
to distinguished dark-skinned pe n passing
through Mia i and Aew Orleans. f the Civil Aero-
nautics Bo rd grants Pan Amer als app ication to
make St. C oix a major junc on point etween South
and North America, the Sta Departmen Is headaches
in contin ntal United Sta s can be el inated by
routing t only dark-sk ed but all IP's through
the Virg n Islands.

Th would have three-fold ben fit.
(1 . It would el inate the highl dangerous

interna ional incid ts which are alm st certain
to happ n consider g the experience f Madame
Eboue ad Preside 's E'stimers nephe and others
recently at Miami and Jacksonville.

(2 It wo d be a rebuke to thd bigotry of
Florida and Lo siana.

(3)"..1 ould make the Virgin Islands a fer-
tile source of well-considered public relations
through these important persons stopping off there,
which would not only attract more persons with money
to spend to the Islands, but even more be a demon-
stration on American soil that we can at least in
this instance practice the democracy we talk so
much about but seldom practice.
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V ~tcr

, Durbas sug eted th . s e 1whd along

th~-it.1 i~ ncquirY ht w!h

a o.he tta )C cell t Civil Service

o to fill in the
Aill, YOU egoenu

necesaryJ information?
Sincerely yourS,

Secretary to PhillO Nash

Doctor Robert V. Carr,

Dartmouth College,
anover , Ne -,Hampshire .
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JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE

ANTI-DISCRIMINATION COMMITTEE, INC.
WASHINGTON OFFICE

TEL: LINCOLN 5259 P.0. BOX 1628 MIKE MASAOKA,

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON 13,D0.C.

November 13, 1947

r. Robert K. Carr, Zxecutive Secretary
The President's Comittee on Civil Rights
734 15th Street, 1. W., Room 706
'.ashington 25, D. C.

Lear Mr. Carr:

May we add our congratulations to all the others you have no doubt

received for your excellent Report of the President's Committee on Civil

Rights.

"To Secure These Rights" is a forthright recommendation for further-

ing the practical applications of democratic principles, and as such is of

deep significance to us, both as individual citizens and as members of a

minority group which will benefit by such action.

Wde were particularly gratified to note that among the recommendations
are four in which our organization has a vital interest and the adoption
of which we urged in consultation with your Committee, namely: those
dealing with evacuation, evacuee property losses, naturalization laws, and
discriminatory statutes.

Legislation covering settlement of evacuation claims, in the form of
bill H. R. 3999, was passed by the House of Representatives in July and is
ready for consideration by the Senate. The Senate Judiciary Committee has
referred this bill Lo a subcommittee composed of Senator John Sherman
Cooper (R) of Kentucky and Senator Warren G. Magnuson (D) of Washington.
It is our earnest desire that this legislation will be enacted in the
special session of the Congress, since delay in the passage of the bill is
tantamount to delay in ameliorating the injustices of evacuation.

Legislation covering modification of federal naturalization laws was
introduced in the first session of the 80th Congress and it is hoped will
be acted upon in the next session.

In view of the insight gained through your work on the Committee, your
active support of this legislation as a private citizen will be greatly
appreciated and will do much to further our legislative program.

Cordially,

Mike M. Masaoka

.2 1~4:lyNational Legislative Director

"EQUAL RIGHTS, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL"
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

1712 G Street NW., Room 208, Washington 25, D. C.

CHARLES E. WILSON, ROBERT K. CARR,
CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

1OIH-N S. DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, fr.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

lRS. SADIE 7. ALEXANDER February 20, 1947.JAMES B. CA-REY Fbur 0 ~7
MORRIS L. ERNST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS I. HAAS
CHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEW11S
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
11RS. Al. E. TILLY
CHANNI.NG H. TOBIAS

Gentlemen:

The secretariat of the President's Committee on Civil Rights has
now been organized and offices have been established at the address given
above. The Committee hopes to make rapid progress with its studies and
would like to report to the President at an early date. At present, the
major work is being done by subcommittees. One of these is conducting a
study of existing laws for the protection of civil rights, and is con-
sidering the desirability of strengthening this legislation. Another sub-
committee is concerned with the economic, social and educational aspects
of the civil rights problem in America, and hopes to be able to recommend
a program of action in this direction.

I am taking the liberty of writing your organization at this early
stage in the Committee's work to seek your cooperation. The Committee is
interested in hearing from you with respect to such matters as the following:

(a) What is the nature of your own program of activity in the civil
rights field? With what degree of success do you feel your various
efforts are meeting?

(b) What recommendations do you have to offer the Committee concerning
the areas it should study, or the methods it should employ in making
its investigations?

(c) Do you have any reports or specific findings that you would like to
bring to the Committee's attention?

At a later date we may well wish to call upon you for specific help
or suggestions, but at the moment the purpose of this letter is to invite
your cooperation and to call for whatever suggestions or offers of help you
may care to make at once. No decision has yet been made concerning public
hearings. It is quite possible that the Committee will decide at a later
date to hold such hearings and to give interested persons and organizations
an opportunity to appear. I will be glad to notify you of such a decision
when made, if you so desire.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.
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November 26, 1947.

Dear Mr. Cervase:

The President's Committee on Civil Rights
dissolved itself following the completion of its
report to the President, so that I am not able to
supply you with the material upon which their
recommendations were based.

The best source of help I can think of
in connection with your proposal for the State of
New Jersey would be one of the several private
organizations interested in this area. Among them
are th; Commission on Law and Social Action of the
American Jewish Congress, the American Council on
Race Relations, and the Julius Rosenwald Fund,
Chicago, Illinois.

Sincerely yours,

PHILLEO NAH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Mr. John Cervase,
24 Commerce Street,
Newark, New Jersey.
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LAW OFFtCES

JOHN CERVASE
24 COMMERclE STREET

NEWARK, N. J.

MITCHELL 2-0354

November 13, 1947

The
White House
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Secretary to the President

Dear Sir:

The Essex County Intergroup Council, which is
formed of some thirty Jewish, Christian and Negro organi-
zations, has asked me to write to you to obtain informa-
tion concerning the report of the President's Committee
which was published about a week ago. They are parti-
cular-ly interested in restrictive covenants, which were
mentioned in the committee's report.

Would you be kind enough to ask the committee to
send me any information which it has on the subject of
restrictive covenants upon which the recommendation in
their report was based.

With this information, we plan to investigate the
question of restrictive covenants and obtain concrete
evidence and information for presentation to the legis-
lature of the State of New Jersey with a recommendation
that legislation be passed outlawing restrictive covenants.

I shall deeply appreciate your courtesy in the
matter.

er ruly yours,

John Cervase
smm Member, Executive Committee,

Essex County Intergroup Council
coc: Newa- tEventrgNewa
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November 17, 19L7.

Dear' "Mr. Cole:

Thank you for your letter of November 10th.

Since te CojqTirttoelz wark ended. Qatobexr,3 the
supply of free copies o h rapart., aSj 'peeq. i~

kfte~ I~ovem~er17ththe ~periandant oi-Dcunnt~
:. S. cvernrient Priritig 101f ice , ah T.ng ton 2 D.0.,Will

'Dbe t.s Iyyo. he pri-pa -~>~ra i.le ocop-y,
hti25 -por c'(:i scourit or quantities over 100

In~>:iioaNew YOrk PIuIIshiI4n 37, -~IMrnr
Schstr,1230 Sixth Avenuehs rntd ,i drrercidil editionfi

of the document.

SinQ,

C1HARUBS J. i)URHfiY

. Stwat *.Coe
r,-iCifiC Co-ast O~n on Intercultural Education),
Room 26.2, Criamber of Commerce Building,

with goodwill, and build at many racial, religious, and cuiturai groups one timerica,

A I
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PACIFIC COAST COUNCIL ON INTERCULTURAL EDUCATION

ROOM 262 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BUILDING

LOS ANGELES 15. CALIFORNIA

Telephone:

RICHMOND 3824

RD OF DIRECTORS

AN A. WEST

President

IMRA BUWALDA

Vice-President

NORMAN HOUSTON

Vice-President

JOSEPH P. LOEB

Vice-President

LEON L. LEWIS

Secretary

A. J..GOCK
Treasurer

HAROLD A. BLACK

MANCHESTER BODDY

HOMER CROTTY

EDWARD FOWLER

IRENE HEINEMAN

WALTER HILBORN

JOHN B. HUGHES

SYLVIA LEVENTHAL

MALCOLM MACLEAN

DONALD NELSON

J.F. T.O'CONNOR

DAVID ROBINSON

DAVID TANNENBAUM

MAYNARDTOLL

PEARL WANAMAKER

JOSEPH E. WECKLER

STEWART G. COLE
Executive Director

November 10, 1947

President's
White House
Washinton,

Committee on Civil Rights

D.C.

Dear sirs:

The Pacific Coast Council on Intercultural Education is
engag-ed in helping the public schools and teachers'
colleges rethink their responsibilities to children in
the area of better human relationships in the American
way of life.

The report of ,our Committee is invaluable source mater-
ial to us in our work. Will you please advise me if we
may secure a considerable number of copies of your re-
port for school instructional purposes.

If possible we should like 500 copies.

Sincerely yours,

Stewart G. Cole

C/c

To supplant prejudice with understanding, intolerance with appreciation, antagonism
with goodwill, and build of many racial, religious, and cultural groups one America.

I
)

I
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TO:-

May 29, 1947

Members of the President's Committee on Civil Rights

FROM: Robert K. Carr, Executive Secretary

SUBJICT: South Carolina Lynching Case

In the last week we have received 22 telegrams protesting
the outcome of the South Carolina lynching trial. 15 were from
N.A.A.C.P. and its Branches, 3 from Protestant Clergymen, 2 from
Jewish organizations, and 2 from individuals. All of the wires
urge the Committee to recommend the adoption of a new federal
anti-lynching law. Some of the wires urge immediate recommendation
to this effect; others are less specific with respect to the time
factor.

All of the wires have been acknowledged and the senders
informed that it is the Committee's policy not to make recommenda-
tions or public statements on separate issues. However, the
answer states that the Committee is giving very close, careful
attention to the lynching problem.

I

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRAIZY

President 's Committee
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Civil Rights
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS
1712 G Street NW., Room 208, Washington 25, D. C.

CIIIRLES E. WILSON, ROBERT K. CARR,
CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

/OHN S. DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, fr.,

VICE CHAIRMAN

SADIETEALEXANDERFebruary 20, 1947.IA-IIES 13. CA REY
1/ORRIS L. ERNST

R.ABBI1 ROLAN) B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
lOST REF. IRANCIS J. HA-AS

CHARLES LUCKMAN
FR-fYCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REFv. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
AIRS. .11. E. TILLY
CHINNVG H. TOBIAS

Gentlemen:

The secretariat of the President's Committee on Civil Rights has
now been organized and offices have been established at the address given
above. The Committee hopes to make rapid progress with its studies and
would like to report to the President at an early date. At present, the
major work is being done by subcommittees. One of these is conducting a
study of existing laws for the protection of civil rights, and is con-
sidering the desirability of strengthening this legislation. Another sub-
committee is concerned with the economic, social and educational aspects
of the civil rights problem in America, and hopes to be able to recommend
a program of action in this direction.

I am taking the liberty of writing your organization at this early
stage in the Committee's work to seek your cooperation. The Committee is
interested in hearing from you with respect to such matters as the following:

(a) What is the nature of your own program of activity in the civil
rights field? With what degree of success do you feel your various
efforts are meeting?

(b) What recommendations do you have to offer the Committee concerning
the areas it should study, or the methods it should employ in making
its investigations?

(c) Do you have any reports or specific findings that you would like to
bring to the Committee's attention?

At a later date we may well wish to call upon you for specific help
or suggestions, but at the moment the purpose of this letter is to invite
your cooperation and to call for whatever suggestions or offers of help you
may care to make at once. No decision has yet been made concerning public
hearings. It is quite possible that the Committee will decide at a later
date to hold such hearings and to give interested persons and organizations
an opportunity to appear, I will be glad to notify you of such a decision
when made, if you so desire.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.
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March 20, 1948.

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT K.
EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

CARR:
SECRETARY
ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Attached is a copy of the Manifest of
Outward-Bound Passengers the Master of every
American ship is required to fill out before he
leaves port.

As you will notice on the back, the
instructions for recording answersu4ke Radifference
between white Americans and Negroes. This is in
accordance with a BUreau of. Inigrationand
Naturalization regulation.

It occurs to me that your staff may want
to find out whether this is a purely d4.aratve
decision, or whether it is an a statutory basis.

PHILLEO NASH

Attachment.

I'
I' .~

* I
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UNITED STATES MARITIME COMMISSION

WASHINGTON

February 28, 1947.

Mr. Philleo Nash,
Assistant to Mr. David K. Niles,
The White House,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Nash:

Attached is a form which each Master of an

outgoing passenger vessel is required to file.

It appears that this question should be

discussed with the Immigration Service.

Yours very truly,

M. K. O'SULLIVAN.
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May 20, 1947.

MEMO:ANDUM FR THE HONOIALE DAVID K. NILES:

In connection with the removal of tie President's Committee on
Civil Rights from 1712 "'" Street to the walker Building, I have had
several conversations with Public Buildings Administration people without
any real success.

I am afraid th.t we will have to have pressure from a higher level
than I a n exert, before we get anywhere with PBA.

The Comr-ittee has moved and would not want to move again, and the
problem is now one of getting at least four more air conditioners in there
right away.

Mr. Mann, Building Management Supervisor for the Walker Building
along with some 28 others, tells me that the earliest he can supply
conditioners is the first of July, when a building is scheduled to be
vacated on "K" Street, from which he hopes to secure some conditioners.

The man who installed two conditioners that are now in the offices
(please protect him as a source) says that there are conditioners available
that he knows about, but that they need reconditioning, wiring, etc.

I've already assured Mr. Mann that money would be made available
for this purpose, if he has conditioners; and he says that he doesn't have
any. Before discussing this with Mr. Ma, I had had conversations with
the following people in PBA: Mr. J. L.Wagle, Deputy Commissioner in charge
of Real Estate management, his assistant Mr. Zerniecke, his associate Mr.
Chandler, and Mr. Galloway, District Supervisor, who is Mr. Mann's immediate
superior.

Would it be possible to do the following thing: apply enough pressure
on PBA to get four air conditioners right away. If that is done, I can then

arrange t-6o details, namely (a) have a requisition prepared, authorizing the
expenditure of money to rehabilitate the conditioners and install them; (b)
arrange for the Civil Rights Committee to ask PBA, as a tenant, to re-arrange
some of the partitions so as to provide for a better flow of air, so as to get
the greatest use out of the conditioners.

PHILLEO NASH
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May 20, 1947.

MEMONDUM F61R THE HONORABLE DAVID K. NILES:

In connection with the removal of the President's Committee on
Civil Rights from 1712 "l" Street to the A'alker Building, I have had
several conversations with Public Buildings Administration people without
any real success.

I am afraid that we will have to have pressure from a higher level
than I can exert, before we get anywhere with PBA.

The Comnittee has moved and would not want to move again, and the
problem is now one of getting at least four more air conditioners in there
right away,

Mr. Mann, Building Management Supervisor for the Walker Building
along with some 28 others, tells me that the earliest he can supply
conditioners is the first of July, when a building is scheduled to be
vacated on "K" Street, from which he hopes to secure some conditioners.

The man who installed two conditioners that are now in the offices
(please protect him as a source) says that there are conditioners available
that he knows about, but that they need reconditioning, wiring, etc.

I've already assured Mr. Mann that money would be made available
for this purpose, if he has conditioners; and he says that he doesn't have
any. Before discussing this with Mr. M I, Ihad had conversations with
the following people in PBA: Mr. J. L. eagle, Deputy Commissioner in charge
of Real Estate Management, his assistant Mr. Zerniecke, his associate Mr.
Chandler, and Mr. Galloway, District Supervisor, who is Mr. Mann's immediate
superior.

Would it be possible to do the following thing: apply enough pressure
on PBA to get four air conditioners right away. If that is done, I can then
arrange two details, namely (a) have a requisition prepared, authorizing the
expenditure of money to rehabilitate the conditioners and install them; (b)
arrange for the Civil Rights Committee to ask PBA, as a tenant, to re-arrange
some of the partitions so as to provide for a better flow of air, so as to get
the greatest use out of the conditioners.

PHILLEO NASH
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

1712 G Street NW., Room 208, Washington 25, D. C.

CH./IRLES E. JWILSON,
CHfAIRMAN

/OH/I S. DICKEY.
VICE CliAIRMAN

FR.AJL/' D. ROOSIEr'VELT, Ir.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

./RS. SADIE T. ALEXANDER
/.I1ES B. CAREY
.\IORRIS L. ER.NST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS /. HAAS
CHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REI'. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
.IRS. 11. E. TILLY
CHA'NING; H. TOBIAS

ROBERT K. CARR,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

CKIAzGE OF ADDRESS

To Our Correspondents:

On Monday, May 19, 1947, the offices of
the President's Committee on Civil Rights are
being moved to Rooms 705-706, alker Building,
734 Fifteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.
To insure prompt delivery of mail to the members
.nd staff of the President's Committee, please
take note of this change of address.

Our telephone number will continue as at
present, EXecutive 3300, Extension 459.

Sincerely yours,

Ro ert K. Carr.

P-5371
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I am enclusirng a copy of the Executive Order

creating the rreident 's Co:.nittee on Civil Ri hts,

together .witn a statement 4rhepa-ne-ssued\today.

I want you to Kn.w how very much I appreciate

your willingness to servc r: t-is C mnn'ttee ,ind to tell

you personally that I .eel the vask I hIve assigned you

is one of the most inportaint things i:. tnis country

oday . I :.ant to wora very closely with you; together

I am sure we car: co the job.

Your Chairmnan, hr. C. I. ilIscn, wi.11 convene

the Jornittee at an eArly date.

Very sincerely yours,

N
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February 21, 1947

L. E 01: U 'Ti, F GIT'S COMITTE CN CIVIL UT:

JECT: FURT L .,w 0 Iall .AI INH C;41A S

a progress repor uas oeen received from Turner L.
ief of the Civil ,i4hts section, Department of Justice. He reports

one following:

1) federal agents are pursuing their investigation of the case.

(2) :tate axid local officers have arrested same twenty persons and
have obtained confessions from twelve of these people. It
appears tat from 35 to 4.0 persons were involved in the iynching
and that mWany of these were taxi drivers. (;arle is alleged
to have aFssaulted a taxi driver).

(3) Thus far federal agents have discovered little or no evidence
indcLating that any Wmmbers of the mob acted under c olor of
law" (a necessary element to a suOcessful prosecution under
Section 52). It appears that the jailer, an elderly man, made
no attempt to resist the mob and opened the jail door, but thus
far there is no evidence that he was a party to a conspiracy.

(1) In lynching cases where:
(a) the evidence will not support a strong federal prosecu-

tion under section 52, and
(b) state authorities are making vigorous efforts to arrest

and prosecute the guilty parties,
it is the policy of the Department of Justice to continue its
investigations but to make no effort to seeha federal indictment.
;As of the Present moment the Department of Justice feels th;at the
arle case falls into this category.
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Mlovmber 10, 133I-1.

D-ear iMr. evitt:

I have been holding your letter of November 3 for a few
days, in order to determine the date that the Government rinting
Office will reprint sale copies of the Canmitteels report. I have
been told that it will be November 14 before copies will again be
available at the iuparintendent of Documents.

The quantity discmntuat. the (aternment riniting Office
is 25 per cent on ordered here than 100copies.

I noticed an advertisement in the New York Times of Friday,
Noveaiber 7, by the publishing firm of SIMon and Seuster, 6oeerning
a commercial edition of the document. It is possible that your
constituent might be interested in writing tb thisacopary. The
address is 1230 Sixth Avenue, New York, New. York. I > not know
what the quantity discount rates are.

It is kind of you to report the wide interest the document
is receiving in Saint Paul. I am sending your letter on to Chairman
ilson in New York.

Sincerely yours,

CHARJjLES J. i11RHM1

The Honorable Edward J. Devitt,
L0 Federal Courts building,
Saint Paul 2, .innesota.



.D J. DEVITT
MSEY COUNTY) MINNESOTA

HoME ADDRESS:

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

MEMBER OF

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

(eongrvez of the ?AUTiteb 6tateo
3boi!6e of RLeprekntatibeo

November 3rd, 1947.

cv
The President's Committee on
Civil Rights,

732 Fifteenth Street, IN. W., Room 706,
Washington 25, D. C.

Gentlemen:

A constituent of mine in St. Paul, Minnesota
is interested in having about two thousand copies of your
recently published report.

Will you please advise me if the reports are
to be made available to the public, and if so, at what

cost and through what Department they may be secured.

The report is finding wide interest in St. Paul,

and I am sure you must be well satisfied with your work.

Very truly yours,

FJD:DH
Edward J. Devitt,
member of Congress.

405 Federal Courts Bldg.,
St. -aul 2, Minnesota.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
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November 5, 1947.

VEMORANDUM FOR: Most Reverend Francis J. Haas

FROM: Milton D. Stewart

Ae would like very much to make an analysis of news and
editorial coverage of the report, and distribute it to Comnittee
members.

It would be appreciated if members of the Comittee would
send any clippings that may come to their attention to me at:

66 West 12th Street,
% New School for Social Research,
New York, New York.

After the analysis has been prepared, all of the clippings
will be returned.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President 's Committee
on

Civil Rights
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MEI ORANDUM FOR: James B. Carey

FROM: Milton D. Stewart

We would like very much to make an analys is of news and
editorial coverage of the report, and distribute it to committee
members.

It would be appreciated if members of the Conunittee would
send any clippings that may come to their attention to me at:

66 West 12th Street,
% New School for Social Research,
New York, New York.

After the analysis has been prepared, all of the clippings
will be returned.
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November lu, 19W7.

Der Mr. Durha:

The "resident has asked me to say to you
th-at the Re-'ort of the ?resident's Civil Rights
compiittee meets all the hopes he had for it.

He regardIs it as an important document
and is confident that it will take its place among
the -4ocument. on Freedoa.

he wants ,,e to express to you his personal
appreciation for your Service with the Committee
and for your share in the preparation of its report.

C ordia lly,

DAVID K. KILS
Administrative Assistant

to the Fresident

Pr, Chnarles J. Durham,
Route 1, Box 322,
Vienna, Virginia.
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May 5, 1947.

MEMORNDUMI FOR DOCTOR ROBERT K. CARR:

Attached is a communication to the
President, which is along the general lines of
the proposal submitted -by Walter White and
forwarded to you recently.

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Attachment.
ltr and proposal frcn Abram Flaxer, President
Public Workers of America, ad to the Pres,
dtd 4-26--47.

(.~. 1
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DRAFT

MEMORANDUM FOR DOCTOR BOBERT K. CARR:

Attached is a communication to the
President, which is along the general line
of the proposal submitted by Walter Nht
and forwarded to you Ygg-e .f .

fo0
President's Committee-is al part-of
your records, so that ropo§al-is
thoroughly familia o you,-this
additional let to the President ought
I belief -0-be made part of the
recy.

.1

7
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may 5, 1947.

Dear Mr. Flaxers

I have your letter of April 26,
addressed to the President, and enclosing a copy
of your testimony before the President's Committee
on Civil Rights.

Since the Committee already has this
proposal under consideration, I think we should
have the benefits of their recommendations before
we take any further steps. As you know, we are
now awaiting the Committee's report on this and
related problems.

I am forwarding to the Committee your
letter to the President.

Sincerely yours,

DAVID K. NILES
AdministrativeAssistant

to the President

Mr. Abram Flaxer,
Pres ident,
United Public Workers of America,
930 F Street N. W.,
Washington 4. D. C.

~ij
I
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March 4, 1947.

Dear Mr. Fulgham:

I have your letter of February 7, in
which you enclosed the newspaper clipping concerning
a statement made by the President on the occasion
of the first meeting of his Committee on Civil
Rights.

As you say in your letter, the President's
position is to stand firm on the Constitution. It
was wiith this idea that he created the Committee on
Civil Rights.

If you should wish to communicate with
this Committee about your organization, I am sure
they will be glad to hear from you. Doctor Robert
K. Carr is the Executive Secretary of the Committee.
Their offices are at 1712 "G" Street N. W.,
Gashington 25, D. C.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative A0sstant

to the President

1r. E. J. Fulgham,
The Christian League,
Bluffton, South Carolina.
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THE RISTIAN LEAGUE

FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD MOVEMENT

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN-Matthew 6:10

BLUFFTON. S. C.
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THE CTIRISTIAN LEAGUE

FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD MOVEMENT

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN-Mardew 6:10

BLUFFTON. S. C.
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THE CHRISTIAN LEAGUE

FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD MOVEMENT

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN-Matthew 6:10
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THE CHRISTIAN LEAGUE
FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD MOVEMENT

THY KINGDOM COME. THY WILL BE DONE

ON EARTH AS IN HEAVEN-Matthew 6:10
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

734 Fifteenth Street NW., Room 706, Washington 25, D. C.
Telephone: Executive 3300, Extension 459

ROBERT K. CARR, CHARLES E. WILSON,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY CHAIRMAN

JOHN S. DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Jr.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

MRS. SADIE T. ALEXANDER
JAMES B. CAREY
MORRIS L. ERNST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HAAS

AEMO_____D_ MCHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL

TO: Hon. David K. N11s BO SHISHKIN
MRS. M. E. TILLY

FROM: Robert K. Carr CHANNING H. TOBIAS

JUEJECT: L'f ire Gasper

On May 15th at 5 P.M., Mr. Gaspar and another
member of his organization were received in the Committee's
offices. The enclosed letter was read to me in formal
fashion. I replied formally, stating that I was happy to
receive the resolutions, that they would be turned over to
the Presidenb's Committee for consideration and that the
Committee would ultimately submit a series of recommendations 8
to President Truman.

Mr. Gaspar and his attendant then shook hands with
me formally and departed, seemingly pleased with the
occasion.

10k

~ 8
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PAGE I

RESOLUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS
PERSONAL ATTENTION OF DR' ROBERT K. CARR

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'

FROM THE NATIONAL JOINT CONFERENCE COMMITTEE
NEW HARLEM TENANTS LEAGUE'

Dr. Robert K, Carr'
Executive Secretary
Prrsident's Committee
On Civil Rights
1712 G. Steeet N-W.
Washington D. C.

Dear Dr. Carr' And Officers of the President's Committee
On CIVIL RIGHTS' GREETINGS'

Our delegates are here today to leave with this committee resolutions
of which the immediate attention of President Harry S. Truman
is respectfully requested' Ofoourse we have the understanding that
because of heavy duties on the President. he is unable to see the
representativex of his Black Subjects of Harlem and of this nation
This is exceedingly regrettable on the part of this chief executive
of thus nation. I suppose as we have here to for said that very
likely black people are citizens of this nation according to the
convenience of this nation to utilize the un-organized masses of blao
people to go forth to fight to sagbguard the Demooracy of White
people and nations. but never for once black men and women was
able to safe guard for themselves and their race any semblance of
EQUALITY' Of Social justice of Industrial Democracy of racial
tolerance and appreciation they have failed to secure these privileges
yet America calls on her black subjects to go forth to fight
but for what WE DON'T KNOW or do we really can understand' We hope
that tolerence. gratitude' Respect for the black people of African
bload. of Ethiopian heritage will sooner exist in this nation , and
all other white nations in the Eastern and Western Hemisphres'

ON THE 0ONOMI0 RECONSTRUCTION OF NEGRO PEOPLEf POST WAR JOBS'
INDUSTRIAL DEMOCRACY' RESPECT GRATITUDE TO THE NEGRO PEOPLE IS
WANTED TODAY IN AMERICA'

We have requested in past resolutions to the President an economic
reconstruction program political independence for all black people
America today is overcrowded with black people. Harlem in particular
is over congested' Tobs are getting soaroe' very soon unemployment
will become a great problem for this nation. We want reconstruction
economically industrially and commercially for the Negro people
it is time for said people to realize the philosophy of thee decree
of the Late President Warren G, Harding in his speech in Alabama
if the Negro has a problem said this deseasa44 President' LET HIM
SOLVE IT HIMSELF'
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RESOLUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS'

ATT: Of DR' ROBERT K. CARR

The self same words was heralded by the World's Most profound black
leader the Late Hon' Marcus Garvey. this great leader told the mass
of black people in this nation in the West indies. in South and Central
America. even those in Africa' This great prophet of his race said
LET THE NEGRO SOLVE HIS OWN PROBLEMS' but we regret to say that the
Negro seemingly does'nt understand that he himself must start today
on the road of industry, of commerce, of trade , of finance' of Governmen
of African Colonization of Africa's Redemption' This is the begining
of Negro economic reconstruction ' Will President Harry S. Truman help
the iunfortunate black people of this nation towards economic reconstruct
ion, towards nationhood' towards Political Independence' NO' If he
was interested we say this and we charge come what may, if the President
was specifically interested in the reconstruction economically
industrially , financially socially and politically, he would have
in all due respect for the masses of black citizens of this nation made
time. or find it very conveniebt to see the representatives of the
most exploited, the most oppressed , the most discriminated, the
most jimorowed, the most segregated of all peoples in this nation

But He is not'i Likeal1 other White Politicians his interest is as far
as to get the Negrd to go forth to Vote and fight, since he is free
for all N0 GOVERNMENT NO COUNTRY OF HIS OWN' We were told in October
last year in a conference with the Minister on African Affairs at the
State Department Building in this District, Mr. Gaspar you may be right
to seek for African Redemption and the colonization of your people.
but I am affraid they are not willing to go there' I know that the
Southern Negro people and the Preachers has expressed a greater desire
to go to colonize themselves in Africa. but the majority rather stay he:
and fight us' YES' I Said to this Minister, Let them stay,. we are not
telling , or sending any one to Africa' that's their business, but we
are warning them like the Late Hon' Marcus Garvey' we are telling them
that if they think that they can stay here fight white people to get
EQUAL RIGHTS SOCIAL JUSTICE' their fight I am affraid will be in vain
they are fighting a loosing battle' I manifested this in that conference
I dare to manifest the same thing here today' except the Negro decide i
shhoulder his own economic industrial and political responsibilities
HE IS LOST' And the prophecy the hand ariting the Blue Print of Negroes
Economic reconstruction dependeth mostly on himself. Nfo one will
shape the destiny of the Negro people. Ofourse we are in duty bound t<
se those that our people are subjected, but if those to whom our
resolutions are given . if they are reluctant on the fundamental
issues of Negroes liberation and Negro economic reconstruction' It is
squarely up to the Negro to start today on the road to solve his own
problema'

ON THE HOUSING SITUATION AS IT CO1NFRONTS ALL NEGRO COMMUNITIES EVERY
* WHERE' PARTICULARLY IN NEW YORK BALTIJIORE' PHILADELPHIA AND WASH INGTOE

FEDERAL HOUSING PROJECTS ASE STRUCK TLY NEEDED' GIVE THIS TO THE NEGRO
PEOPLE'
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RESOIIUTION1S TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS'

ATT: Of DR: ROBERT K. CARR'

CLEAR THE SLUMS EVICT ALL DISASSTROUS FUIRE-TRAPS

TODAY the alarm is heralded SMALL 101' Why small pox? The New York
Daily News, in it's Sunday's Issue of April 13th, told us that
this epidemic was the result of a man from Mexio that brought it
at the Willard Parker's Hospital and left it there ' presently it
is rampany throughout the City and State of New York. Vaccination
centers ordered by the Department of Health' Thousands have been
vaccinated' in order to), drive -.away this contageous desease' We
have made contact with Governor Thomas E. Dewey/ Mayor William O' Dwyer
Commissioner Israel Weinstein of the Department of Health' We have
also sounded the alarm and we have so far prophecy that except the
homes of all tenants be clean and painted, where by rats mice lice
roaches and bed bugs that carry a 1 these contageous desease on
humanity. Except said the New Harlem Tenants League that a CLEAN UP' A
PAINT UP drive is forcibly place in action. It will not be the
man from Mexico patient at the Willard Parker Hospital that will
furthervintroduce Small Pot but this will be conveyed to the .
Tenants in the filthy dens of apartments by the parasytes, rats mice
bed bugs ants. flies, roeaes that are allowed unmolested to stay
and live with the tenants in these filthy and unsanitary homes
CIZAR UP HARLEM' and all other communities, this will be of far
more importance them vaccination. Let the Department of Housing
get busy. send their inspectors on the job, to see that homes
of tenants are painted, ( NOT ONCE EBERY THREE YEARS1 ) NO' this is
Physically unsound' It is a travesty or rather a misleading part
of Health and sanitation.

APARTMENTS OF NEGRO TENANTS UNFIT FOR HUMAN HABITATION'
ANIMALS IN BRONX ZOO HAS BETTER SURROUNDINGS'

Almost every week Negro tenants are being roasted like pigs in the
furnaces of the dingy dens of Apprtments of which landlords refuses
to clean paint, and make the necessary repairs, Monstrous rats
devouring infants have been discovered, Large field rats lives among
Negro tenants, I saw quite a few of them as large as young kittens
WHY IS THIS? IS THIS AMERICAN DEMOCRACY? To allow a privilege- Para
sytical class of unjust and unscrupulous landlords to endanger the
health and social welfare of thousands of people and expose the
entire community the City and State to epidemics and social disaster
simply because the Officials have failed to enact rigid legislations
to force the unjust dishonest landlords where ever they are who
ever they are , those that exp;oits the Negrop tenants , ana all
other tenants with extortionate rentals dies Uothing refuse to do
justice, Are these landlords, these Real Estate Trusts and Magnets
another Government within a Government? President G~arry 5? TRUMAN'
Please Stop this tragic situation, Congress and Senate of the United

* States, instead of crucifying Labor and Labor Unions. Enact legisla
tions et the vicipus landlords to keep the health of the community

* IM

I
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RESOLUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ATT: OF DR? ROBERT K. CARR'

and that of the people just where it ought to be. We ask President
Harry S. Truman that he intercede with the Public Housing Authority
or rather the Federal Public Housing Authority to investigate
the housing situation in New York City. In Philadelphia, In
Baltimore M. D. In Washington D. C. as it exists today among the
Negro tenants, CLEAN UP PAINT UP the homes of all tenants in all
cities and states' Congress and the Senate will be renderi ng a
better contribution to the Civic rights, and the Civil liberties
of their constituents if instead of placing Labor and Labor Unions
on the Cross of Calvary to die between the Criminals of Injusty
of industrial exploitation of workers of all races, Congress and
tge Senate of this nation will do a better job. which will be
more appreciative among all workers. tenants and cobsumers, if
they get interested to crucify the vicious landlords , and to
force them to observe the sanitary code of the respective
communities'

BLAUK PEOPLE WHO So DESIRE SHOULD BE GIVEN THEIR FREEDOM' COLONIZATION
IN AFRICAN TERRITORY' LIBERIA ETHIOPIA IS CALLING BER SONS AND
DAUGHTERS TO COME HOME' LIKE THE PRODICAL SON' AFRICA INVITES HER
CHILDREN TO DIVORCE THEMSELVES FROM ALL FOREIGN ELEMENTS COME HOME
BE SAVED FROM LYNCHINGS BURNINGS. JIROWISM SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
INJUSTICE''

Ethipog and Liberia is calling her sons and daughters. Prodical Sons
and daughters COME HOME' It is the hand of God writing on the wall It
is Ethiopia stretching forth her hands unro God and unto her
impoverished children now in exile in a strange land' We say to
the United States of America, To England France Spain and all other
White nations that has unlawfully invaded African terttory.We serve
them this notice. as the Late Hon' Marcus Garvey, as Emperor Haile
Sellasie told the League of Nations in 1935. I came said this great
prophet the King Of Kings, The Lion Of Juda the Kin of Solomon. I came
to warn Europe of the DOOM THAT AWAITS IT' Should it bow before force
Europe unfortunately did surrebder to the Allied nations, she is
doomed politically industrially. financially, she is doomed
in every which way. The emperor said the East and the West shall
perish those that has'nt fallen victims of this prophecy we warn
them to beware' America Do Justice today to your black subjects of
Afriwam Blood . If they are not tolerated, If Lynch Legislations
or rather if an Anti Lynch Bill cannot be enacted, If social injustice
must triumph, if industrial in-equality' if racial discrimation.
jimorowism must prevail we say to you, like Moses to Pharoah '
the time has come. LET MY PEOPl GO' Thanking you for the privilege
to present these resolutions ' We respectfully request that duplicate
copies be arranged . and sent to the Presidebt and the Senate
Banking Committee'

NEW HARLEM
Respectfully yours TENANT'S LEAGUENATIONAL JOINT 00NWEREBCE COMMITTEE vICTRac. ASPAR

GENERAL SECRETARY
iIZAGUEI SO W. 143Ro STREET

Victor C. Gaspar. Gener Secretary-uTreasurer NWO~oNY

I

mimpow-- - I -""pxfwvwwnw



HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRAIIY

President' s Committee
on

Civil Rights

Cf SI<I (K

April 7, 1947.

MtEMOFANDUM FOR DOCTOR ROBERT K. CARF:

Attached for your consideration is a letter

from Mr. Victor C. Gaspar of the New Harlem Tenants'

League.

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative ASSistant

to the President

Attachment.

J A
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Gnrtl Sec re t&ry- Tre asurer,
e New Harlem Tenants' Letgu,

1-I qet U.3rd S -reet,
iew 'oork 30, 1W. Y.

Dear Mr. Gasp,6ar:

I ;nve! 1d further conversations with Mr.
:Philleo !us und 'Yr. David K. Hiles coucernir.g
your aesir, to have un interview with President
Truma-n on '.y 1 or May 16. The President' s Com-
mi~tte on Civil ights has been created to advise
Le President on k1 matters pert&ininag to this

ar. eand as I have sad in my previous letters,
I wTil be ouly too happy to bring to thne Committee's
attention afny vggestions or recommendation you
m ' U0hf to submit to Us.

As I h ve told you, I will be gl ia to talk
tn you and representatives of your organisation

-jhen you come to Washington, although it will be
impossible for me to agree on an exact hour for an
interview until neArer the time. But you mayest
assured that I will see you and discuss your problems
with you. Moreover, it seems quite clear that the
prope-4r &y for you to acquaint the President with
your probleme is by telling your story to this
CommIrttee on Civil Rights. One of the reasons why
1-11 Committee ais created as to allow private
.irsons ani orgainiz;tions to submit reports and

reomedtionLs which might ultintely serve as a
D fi for Committee recorendations to the President.

Sincerely yours,

RoberL K. Carr.
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January 5, 1948.

Dear Mr. Harsh:

The Government Printing Office has
referred to me your letter of December 26th, in
connection with the report of the President's
Cocmiittee on Civil rights.

The staff of the Committee was disbanded
upon tle completion of the report, so that I now
have no means of locating the materials you asked
f or.

Being generally familiar with the work
of the Cornittee, I doubt very much whether there
would be any body of graphic material other than
that which appears in the publication.

Cordially,

PHILLEO NASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Mr. Vurau G. Harsh,
Branch Librarian,
4801 S outh Michigan Avenue,
Chicago 15, Illinois.

j
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JO PUBLIC LIBRARY

,RARIAN

Government Printing Office
North Capitol & HSt. NW.
Washington D.C,

Gentlemen:

December
Twenty-sixth
1947

I am interested in having a display at this library of
suitable materials, charts, photographs, etc.,prepared by the
President's conittee on civil rights for their report,
" To Secure these Rights."

This exhibit is for our annual Negro History Week celebration,
which is to be observed February 8-14, 1948.

I wrote to Simon and Schuster, publishers of the book
n To secure these Rights t who informed me that you might have
items available for the display I am interested in arranging
for this special occasion.

Hall Branch is one of the branch libraries in the system of
the Chicago Public Library. The distinctive feature of its
20,000 books is a special collection of books and related
materials on the Negro.

If' there would be any charges for transportation etc.,
should this material be available, please note them in your reply.

Any assistance you can give us will be greatly appreciated.

Yours very truly,

B anch Librarian
Hall Branch Library
4801 So, Michigan Avenue
Chicago 15, Illinois

V 4
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December 17, 1947.

Lear IAr. Israel:

I have your letter, addressed to Mr.
Charles E. Wilson, Chairman of the President's
Committee on Civil Rights, in connection with our
teaching guide, which you have used at Erasms Hall':
High School.

\\'en the President received thiis report,
he said he holed that Americans generally would
read and study it.

I think your teaching guide makes a fine
contribution in this direction, and I am very g d
to have had an opportunity to see it.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. Saul Isral,
911 Flstbush *enue,
Brooklyn 30, New York.

m -.
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Erasmus Hall High School
911 Flatbush Ave.
Brooklyn 30,NY
Nove. 29,1947

I.r. Charles 7. Wilson
Chairman
President's Committee on Civil Rights
Washington. D.C.

Dear Mr. ilson:

I have no doubt that you are interested in the extent

to which schools are beainninr to use the excellent report of your

comraittee in their teaching. Hence, I am'enclosidg two copies

of a teaching ruide based on your report which was used by the

social stues apartment of Erasmus Hall High School . Some 1500

copies of your reports were secured through the New York Newspaner PM

and were rade the basis of social studies lessons.

I am sending this teaching guide in the hope it might be

of some value to other schools as well.

Sincerely yours,

Saul Israel

I
)
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TO SpECIEV TbE ITTEE ON CIVIL

FACTU4L OUTLINE'.OQ' REPORT
Io *The essential ri jh.ts .

1, The right to sfaty dA. -a surity of the person
2, The rightop citizenip 64 ita privileges
3. The right'to freedom o do sience ind expression
44 The right toequality of o 5ortunity

YI. The record: short of the o
Te71 condition of our ri..ts

1.9 The rig-ht .to safety and security of the person
r. The crime of lynchingfa'ilure to punish offenders
b. Police misconduct

(1) Failure to protect persons against nob injury
(2) The third de;:ree
(3) Unreprucentative juries

c. The wartime evecuqtion of Japanese Americanp
.Tbe rir-ht to citizenship *,nd its privileges

Citizenship '-nd. rtce 
b. Citi7,enship rand our colonies
c. Limitations on t'o ri-::ht to vote

(1) '.hite prirnry
(2) LitterRoy( tests
(3) Poll tix
(4) Tntimid tion
(5, Tie atmont of Indiene

d. The rrmed services rnd discrinin tion
3. The right to freedom of conscience -nd expression

a* Coinunism nd fascism
be Civil ri.-hts rnd federal employees
o# Problem of totalit rirn propac'ande

4. Th A1ht to equality of opportunity
a. The ri-ht to employment,

(1 Disrinin.tory hiring prooc'tices
On the job di scrimirnrtion.

(3) Efforts to improve the iWLtutofn, ,.

(b) Ives-Quinn La in New York State
b. The ri3ht to educAtion

() The se regated school
()Discrimin..'tory .ad&issIon rract Iees

c. The rig-ht to housing--restriotive convenants
d. The riight to health services
e. The riht to public services and ,ccommod-tions
f. Civil rights in 'h!shinton1 D.O.

III. Governmntra responsibilitI taecuring the rights
1. constitutional b'ais'"tvip a tuFt in-connection with the

Bill of Righ-a in meridahrtdory)
al Power to protect tie riEht to vote-. rt, -, Sec. 4;14,15,19th

, amend.
I. Pover to protect the i ht to.. freedomm fIrom slarvery--13th

amund.
c. Power to protect rights to fair legal process, to free speecof

and nesembly and to equal protdotion of the laws--14th ame'm
G. War power-Art.I,Soc.8e

e.Interstat~e .commerce ,Art. e,f, T e rjas opncding no 'jers-ArtlSec.8
Ot. Postel PO~erAt,2*.
12* Power OVOr D.C, nAnd bok-it tea-Art., s000,8;A1ftoIV,500.3
1. power derived front the .Costitution am .'rholo
j*Poe derived from treaty clautse, Art.II, Sec.II; UNCharter
k. Republican form of governmet-.ArtIV,8eo4
R. ole of Suprene Court

3.Civil rights section of the bepartmnent of Justion
4.The problem of the clriae of opinion (excellent section)

I.A pr~n of non th~ oommnitteete recommndatio~ns.

'a, N #or qn
b8. Economic

Th International * -.
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Sug. ested Activities For 018se
Qotatioens from the Heport for discussion
Ilrn going to read and study this report with great care and I

recommend to all my countrymen that they -do the same. -Pres. Trunan
"The central theme in our American heritage is the importance of

individual person."
ItGTe abhor the tot-ilitarian arro ance which makes oane man sq y that he

will respect another-mqn as his equal only if he has "my race, my rel-
i3ion, my political views, my social position."

"Freedgm, however, as we no- use the term, means even nore than the
traditional "freedoms" listed in our Bill of Rightsri important as
they are. 11

"The threat of lynching always hanged over the head of the southern
Nezro, the knowledge that a misinterpreted word or action can lead to
hi death is a draedful burdens"

In a recent case in the Departmentof Justice files, a egro school
teacher was disqualified under a North 0Oarolina provision requiring
an ability to read and interpret the Constitution."

"In the Presidential elections of 1944,10% of the potential voters
voted in the seven poll-tax states, as against 49% in the free vote
stat qs.."

"the most immediate threat to the right of freedom of opinion and
expression is indirect. It comes from efforts 'to deal withthose few
people in our midst who would destroy our democracy.".

"Discrimination in employment damages lives, both the.bodies and
the minds of those discriminated against and-those who discriminate."

"The public cannot long tolerate practices by private educational
institutions which are in serious conflict with patterns of
democratic lifv.o

"Equality of opportunity to rent or buy a home should exist for
every American.a

"Public parks, beaches, and playground !are generally closed to
Negroes in the South, nnd on rare occasion when substitutes are
offered they are inferior."

"The closer white infantrymen had been to.the actual experience
of working with Negroes in Combat units the more willing they were
to accept integrated Negro platoons in white companies as a good
idea for the future.

"The.district of Colubsia should symbolize to our own citizens
and to th? people of all countries our great tradition of civil
liberty. Instead it is a graphic illustration of a failure of
democracy

"The Committee rejects the av-ument thqt government controls are
themselves necessarily threats to liberty."

n7e must. make constructive efforts to create an appropriate.
national outlook-- a climate of public opinion which will outlaw
individual abridgments of personal frredom, a climate of opinion

s free from prejudice as we make it *
ZIvtudy the %harts and aps in the report. What do they indicate?
III. Arrange for forumsp panels or round tables dealing with speolfic
sections of the report. Among such might beS
Forum A - How can we protect the right to safety and security of
person?
Problems 1. How can we prevent lynching?

2. How can we provide for fair.police treatment of
offenders?

3. How can we make sure our juries are fair?
Forum B How can we protect the Xhe,..riht't'otottieelip and privileges

problems 1. How can we protect the Negroes right to vote?
2. How can we safeguard the liberties.of Oriental Amerione

of Indians- of puerto _Ricans?
3, How can the armed forces promote democracy?

Forum C How can we protect the right to freedom of conscience and
expression?

Problems 1. Uow can we protect the civil rights of federal employees?
* 2, How much free speech shall be allowed Communists and

raci sts?
3. What shall we do about the spreading hate propogandaI through the mail?
4. How can Congressional Committees develop fair procedures?

F orum D -How can we protect the right bo equality of opportunity?,
roems l, Is the Ives ..Quinn law in New york state a stacess?.

2. Do we need a neri federal FEPG?'
__________________3, What shall we do about discrimination in higher



on
Civil Rights

. I

3. How can improved economic conditions alleviate tensiona?
4. How can people learn the evil effects of prejudice?

IV. See the followin- films: - Oxbow Incident, Blqck Fury, Crossfirc.
Gentleman's A:g:reement4 WV1hat social problems are portrayed here?

V. Bright students mig-ht mnke reports on these recent cases affect-
Inri: civil liberities:
Nea-r vs. Minecb4-a-free press
Thomas vs. Collins-free Epoosh.
W. Virginia State Bo-ird of Education vs Barnette-free reli-ion
ChaJ1bers vs., Florida-the third deere
Norris vs. Alabama-fair juries
Smith vs. Allri.?-ht-white primaries
Thcse cn be founi condensed. in "Lead.ing Constitutional Decision"

.by ReE. Cushmn.

VI4 Some useful references are:
Public Affairs YPamphlets:

No. 4 3-Cushman, R.E. "Safetuardinj our Civil Liberties"
No. 85-Benedict, R, amd .'eltfish, . "Races of Mankind"
No. 95-tewart, M.S. "The Negow in American

To--n Hall bulletin, vol. 13, no* 24, "What can Ie Do to Imrrove
Race -nd Religious Relationshil s in America?"
Swisher, C.B. "Ame.ric-n Constitutional Development" N.Y* Houl htor
Miflin, '1943
Cushman, R.E. "Our Constitutional Freedoms" Public Affairs, 1944

V 4
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November 6, 197.

Dear Mr. Jackson:

Th- President has asked me to say to you
that the Report of the Prresident's Civil Rights
Crittee meets -ll the hopes he iad for it.

He regards it as an important document
and is confident that it will take Its place among
the documents ori Freedom.

He wants me to express to you his personal
appreciation for your service with the Committee
and for your share in the preparation of its report.

Cordially,

DAVID A. NILEis
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. Edward W. Jackson,
601 South 15th Street,
Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

I
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November 25, 1947.

Dear Miss Joness

I have your let .er of November 8,
addressed to Senator Tomi Connally, reque,- ting
co;ies of the report of the President's Committee
on Civil RighLs.

I regret to inform you that the supply
for public distribution has been exhausted.
However, copies may be secured for the price of
$1 by writing the Superintendent of Documents,
U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington 25,
D. C.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mliss5 Janice Jones,
Box 14, McMurry College,
Abilene, Texas.

r 
mmmummpmw-pnqm

Imp.
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December 17, 1947.

oear Mr. Koda:

I am replying to your letter of November
27th, addressed to Mr. Charles E.4 ilson, Chairman
of the President's Committee on Civil Rights.

I am familiar with the Oyama case and
fully appreciate your feeling about it.

The case is now before th6 86r#tme Oourt
and t4 Justices, I amo are will give this case
the saife serious and Ijartial consideration that
they give all cases th t come before them.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILES
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. K. Koda,
South Dos P'io0,
California r

I

I 
m ."
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
CENTRAL TRANSLATING DIVISION

13RANSLATIONJ
Tc NO.47300

To:

His Excellency, the Honorable Charles E. Wilson

South Dos Palos, California.
November 27, 1947.

-Your-Zxoellencyf

It is with feelings of profound respect that I send you

this petition.

The case of Fred Oyama versus the California Land Law is

still pending in the Supreme Court, and no decision has been

made as yet. This is to beg that you exert your influence so

that the decision will be in favor of Fred Oyama. As you know,

this California Land Law is inhuman and iniquitous in that it

deprives persons of their livelihood. I do not think that there

are more barbarous and uncivilized laws than this one in the

whole wide world. The Lord God must surely be in opposition

to it. However much the United States may call themselves a

free, democratic country, the fact that there is such a cruel

law in a part of the United States and that people torment a

minority of the population with it is a thing which cries out

to God. It makes us doubt the very spirit which founded this

country. In these changing times efforts are being made to

spread American Democracy to Europe and to the Orient; and

especially in Japan the American democratic spirit of General

HaoArthur is respected, and the Japanese are co-operating with

him to the fullest of their capabilities. However, if this evil

law of California be accepted, then every Japanese will feel

sympathy for the oppressed Japanese in California and begin to

doubt the spirit of the United States, with a consequent bad

effect on all co-operation. If the Supreme Court upholds this

4
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
CENTRAL TRANSLATING DIVISION

7TRANSLATIMf TC NO 47300 Page Two

law, the California Land Law will become strengthened and

there will be further confiscation of lands. Already there have

been two or three cases where land has been confiscated.

We have started a ivil rights protection society and

100,000 Japanese in the United States have been sending in

donations, and we have hired lawyers and are opposing the

confiscation of lands. However, ifin the meanwhile, more

and more lands are confiscated, the slender funds we have

will not be enough to carry on the opposition.

As soon as the war started, we were driven out of California

and the lands we had planted and tended with care and the

personal property which we had went for a few pennies, and

we suffered great losses. For three and a half years we lived

in the mountainous deserts in camps behind barbed wire, and now

that we have returned to our original holdings in California,

some have had their houses burned down and others have been

intimidated by bombs and still others were shot at or were

beaten up. There are two hundred and forty some cases of

this. Following this, there were some one hundred and forty

cases of mob violence and land confiscation.

Cannot the Federal Government do something about this

problem so that it could be equitably solved, so that this

prejudicial treatment be stopped in the name of Humanity, and

a just and decent way of living be made possible?

It is reported that the decision of the Supreme Court is

to be handed down shortly, but out of my anxiety I am sending

you this hurried petition.

With deep respect

E. KODA
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ovLr" 1:, 1967.

I deL-yed ansviwering your letter of Noveber Lth with
the pe that I- could ;ive you a better answer.

Snce te oJm ittee wa s15 solved C O!ctober 30, I
amI carry thait :a tell you thAt there is roone here tQ put

other r :hie .*terial you request. I a71 sending a copy of the
xolmittee's report that was returned because of insufficient
dress; our supply of fre colies is exhausted.

if you vrite to tle organiza Ions you mention, I am
sure that they will be able to tell you-in some detail of their
participating in the .work of the Comirttee.

Sincerely.yours,

JisA) Jo r' ame
Tenney House,
c.Lmith College,
Nor thamon, : Vachus et t-.

mmll
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Tenney House,
Smith College,
Northampton, Mass.,
November 4, 1947.

President's Committee on Civil Rights,
Washington, D.C.

Gentlemen:

I am writing in the hope that you may be able to give
me some information relevant to a college undergraduate
thesis on which I am working. The thesis is an analysis of
four anti-discrimination organizations: the American Jewish
Congress, the American Jewish Committee, the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Urban League.

Since such an analysis necessarily must cover the activities
of these organizations, I would very much like to know what part
the four under consideration played in the formulation of your
Committee's report which was issued last week. I already know,
for example, that you held hearings at which the American Jewish
Congress issued statements, but were similar hearings held for
other organizations? If so, to what extent did your Committee
utilize4 the specialized knowledge of these groups? In other
words, did you and could you profit by their experience, or were
their statements comparatively valueless? From the newspaper
accounts and from my own limitod knowledge about the field, Mr.
Channing Tobias seemed to be the only representative from "pro-
feasional" anti-discrimination organizations, and of course, he
serves on a number of those committees. Naturally, if you could
give me such information, I would not reveal the sources unless
you gave me the "green light" on it.

If you feel that you cannot let me have the material requested,
could you send me a copy of your report? If there is any charge
for this, kindly advise and I will immediately remit. I should like
to congratulate your Committee on the fine job you did; the report
is undoubtedly one of the most complete and intelligent in the field
of anti-discrimination.

Thanking you for any information you may be able to send me,
I am,

Very truly yours,

)
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April 10, 1947.

MEMORANDUM FCR THE HONCRABLE MAURICE C. LATTA:

I know that Mr. Niles has discussed this
matter with you, but since he went away this morning
a matter has -.cme up, which I know he would want to
raise with you if he were here.

The budget of the President's Committee on
Civil Rights has been okayed as I understand it,
and provides money for 15 people between now and
June 30.

The Committee is now deploying ten people
and this number, I believe, represents their present
personnel ceiling regardless of the budget allotment.

They have an opportunity to take on one
research person whom they are very anxious to get,
and Mr. Niles has agreed to it.

I am wondering whether it would be possible
to give them an okay on personnel up to the amount
provided in their budget, which would mean raising
their ceiling by five persons.

PHILLEO NASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

* I
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T you for .,our letter of Noveiber 7, 197.

Since the Comittee's worx was corn leted on October

thirty-first, I regret to advise you that tie staff studies

vom ment-"on are not available.

Sincerely,

CHRLES J. TIRHJA

is( ;s Flizabeth jLa."son,'

232 East 18 Street,
New York, NewN York.

I
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December 6, 1946.

r. A. A. Liveright,
Lxecutive Director,
unmerican Council on

Race Relations,
2 'nest Randuipn,
n~li o) 1, lilinois .

Dear Mr. Liveright:

At the request of 'Mr. Nash, I am

sending you a few copies of the Executive Order,

together .vith a Statement, issued by the

President yesterday, creating the President's

Committee on Civil Rights.

Sincerely ;ouri,

10 THLEEi PO1T6
Secretary to ?hilloo dash

Enclosures.

/ -

( 6z~~ -~

-%"0,
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December 19, 19L6.

Director,
xlunerican Jewish Congres,
Commission a tw an ri SocIal Action,
'12 e t 5't tet
New York lo, Ne' York .

Dear Mr. Maslow:

As requested in your recent letter,

I am enclosing several copies of the White House

release establishing the i resident's Committee on

Civil Rights.

Sincerely yours,

) Ke-Ay TtL EhyPOTTS
S--ecretary to Phil'.eo Nas.-

Enclosures.

7
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-!r. .Eribr d, L9LY

1 have Tyour letter regarc'Ling duplicates
of icturesi, taken when tht President Tfmet with the
CQaittee On Civil hights at -the beginning of itz;

r.,* d -t the ..;resentation of the Redort.

H: r ris -,nd Ew~ing., local photographers.,
-iLl provide repririts for '2 a cop"',

-r. Thoids iolnflea OIL'ASSOCiated Presia
:Tot~o; has reprints for 3 for the first copy and
--I for each additional copy.

if you v, ould let m know how many pr Lrts
olL each yo 4 wo',Ad like, 1 rifL1 be very 71aid to

Sace an order for you.

crd ially,

DAVIT. K. NIL S
Adr~> stra ~VCAssistant
to trie :.,resident

* L . i Lc .



HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President 's Committee
on.

Civil Rights

FRANCIS P. MATTH4EWS

OMAHA

INo ve.,ber 6, 1947

De r. Nle s

tha thje work of th e President's Comm-oittee
on Civil tiS:htsa s b ee n comiil tedI wo nde rihg_
i~f i is ossible to secure a duplicate o h
Bhotoraphtak_.en at the time of tie meigwt

th-e Prsdrtwhen the wokof the commrrittee was
saed,~n also on the occasion w,,hen the report

If t s, dnlicates could-' be secured for th-e
cutnaycosts wou be 7lad tc have Toi order
th Mo e, and aupo advice of the a-ou due

1 "b e 71ad to- re i-t.

T a, F t keI this oppor tur ity to express -,tyr apc -n ,eo
casio ofth prviece of laaving become acquainted

With you personally. I en joy~ed the work on the com-

mittee., and I am grateful for the courtesies which

you extended to me from time to time.

S-incerely yours,

e.Dav7id h. Niles,
Ad.1ministra,3tive Assistant to the President,
The W.hite 'House,
'!as! i. n -to-n, D. C.
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INSURANCE BUILDING

OMAHA
,ANCIS PM AT--W5

WM. P. 'KELLEY

Dece~bex' ~ lQ~7

I c-,~s

0 i a J_ 0 11n Ic
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November 26, 19W7.

Dear fir. Mattheas:

I have your letter of November 12th and have been searching
for somrke means by which I could get you the 58 copies you asked for.

The 25,00-' copies printed for general distribution have
been completely exhausted, and I h;.ve no source to which I can go for
the copies you requested.

The reas on you, together with eac of the other Committee
members, received only 42 copies was thit there was no source from

which to draw the 100 copies the Committee voted for each member,
except the cloth-bound volumes. There were not 1,00 of these, and we
divided up what there were among each Committee member on a-share and
share alike basis. The original distribution of the 25,000 free
copies included ),,000 to names submitted by Committee members.

The Covernment Printing Office is receiving a large number
of orders and is running off additional copies to meet them. If you
want me to place an order for 58 copies for you, I will be glad to
do it and see that they are shipped out to you promptly.

Sincerely yours,

PHtLL.o DiASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Mr. Francis P. atthews,
Insurance Building,
Cmaha 2, Nebraska.
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FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS

INSURANCE BUILDING

OMAHA

November 12, 1947

The President's Committee on Civil Rights,
734 15th Street, N.Vi., Room 708,
aiashinton, D. C.

Gentlemen:

At the time of the meetil
Committee in 7ashinmton on Oct
that each member of the ComriL-
of the Report, "To Secure The:
have received only forty-two <
the ar-eement which was made,
for the others, and would likr
53 additional copies.

f the Presid
r ath, it v
would get 
ights". So

As a matter of f
have the 58, as was a

Thanking you for

:FcC

5Ew

ided.
ies

ts
the

I

4 1
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- -4



HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on

Civil Rights

December 4, 19'17.

Dear Senator Mays:

I have your recent letter, addressed to the
President, regarding the Report of the President's
Committee on Civil Rights, and your request for an
additional two copies.

I am sorry to have to tell you that the
supply of copies for free distribution has been
exhausted. Copies may be purchased, however, from
the Superintendent of Dccuments, U. S. Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C.

Cordially,

PHILLEO NASH
AssistIt to David K. Niles

The Honorable,
Senator Calhoun A. Mays,
The Senate, State of South Carolina,
Columbia, South Carolina.
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,UN A. MAYS
-4. GREENWOOD COUNTY

HOME ADDRESS:

GREENWOOD. S. C.

ctI2of -'$at4 &1~Trolium
COMMITTEES:

COMMERCE AND MANUFACTURES

EDUCATION

FEDERAL RELATIONS

HIGHWAYS

JUDICIARY

LOCAL LEGISLATION

RETRENCHMENTS

SOCIAL SECURITY

VETERANS AFFAIRS

(lloliubia
Greenwood, S. C.

November 15, 1947

Hon. Harry S. Truman,

President of the United States,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

I am reading with much interest

"Report of the President's Committee on Civil

Rights".

If additional copies are available,

I would appreciate your sending me two for

friends of mine, who would like to read this

report and keep copies for future reference.

Very tru y yours,

//v/

Senator from Gre wood

County

c am/mbI

- I
I.'
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Deceincer 2, 19h?.

near 'Mr. Mconaughy:

Thank you for your letter of November 24,
-ddre3ed to the President's Committee on Civil
~inhtJ.

Unfortunately, the supply of copies for
free distribution has been colatetely exhausted.
Copies may be secured, however, for the price of
$1 by writing the Stiperintendent of documents, U.S.
Government Printing Office, Washington 29, 1. 0.
A discount of 25 per cent will be allowed on all
purchases of 1DO or more publications mailed to
one address.

A commercial edition has been published,
and I understand that many of th newspapers have
printed it as a supplement to their regular editions.

LSincerely yours,

assistant to David . Niles

Mr. John B. McConaugby,
University of south Crolina,
.columnbi-a 19, 3cuth aoi.
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3Uniurraitil of 0'out* Tarolin
COLUMBIA

,ENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE November 24, 1947

c. Charles E. Wilson, Chairman
President's Committee on Civil Rights
Office of the President

ashington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Wilson:

I would like to congratulate you and your Committee on Civil Rights

for the fine report which you have made. I believe that this report

should be given the fullest possible distribution through the public

and private schools so as to insure its careful reading and study.

Although I agree with the minority report on Federal Aid to education

in that I believe that it should be extended without forbidding segreg-

ation by the states, yet I believe that only in America could such a

report be prepared and written in such ringing but sensible style.

I should like very much to use this report in my classes in political

science and discuss it thoroughly. I should,therefore, appreciate it

very much if you would be so kind as to send me one hundred and fifty

copies of the report for classroom use.

Sincerely yours,

ohn B. :AcConaughy
Associate Professor
Box 160
University of S. Carolina

Columbia 19, South Carolina

I' I

__ 
I
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('tate of Newx iersey
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

STATE HOUSE ANNEX

TRENTON 7
DIVISION OF THE STATE LIBRARY.

ARCHIVES AND HISTORY

December 12, 1947

Mr. Philleo Nash
Assistant to David K. Niles
The 'W7hite House
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Nash:

Thank you for your letter of December
9th informing me that no bibliographical materials
are available in connection with the Wilson Report
"To Secure These Rights." I am sorry that these
materials are not available, but can understand that
the Committee work did not require a formal biblio-
graphical approach. Thank you again for your kind
assistance.

Very t ly yours,

Roger H.r oDonough
REMcD:B Director and State Librarian
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THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS
o

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE SERVICE

December 5, 1947

Mr. philleo Nash
The white House
1600 Penn sylvania Avenue

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Nash:

In order to save time, will you be willing

to reply to this 
telegram directlY to 

Mr. McDonough?

FErnest S, GriA 7,
Director

Legislative Reference Service
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Vmbe) 10, 19Y,
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COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH DISERIMIRATIOR
718 JACKSON PLACE, N. W.

EXecutive 5581

JAMES B. CAREY, Chairman
WILLARD S. TOWNSEND, Secretary
GEORGE L-P WEAVER, Director

//,-_(s ,L:-

WASHINGTON 6, D. C.

W. Richard Carter
James J. Leary
William H. Oliver
Morris Pizer
Lee Pressman
Harry Read
M. Hedley Stone
Philip Weightman
Boyd L. Wilson

I r. David Niles
Administrative Assistant

to the President
thite House
'W'ashington, D. C.

Deceiiber 30,

Dear Dave,

Enclosed herewith is a copy
received from:1 Lr. Bernard G. I cGuire,
explanat ory.

of a cormunication
which is self-

vill you please take care of this :Oatter.

Sin c ely,

orge weaverr

I

PHILIP MURRAY
President

JAMES B. CAREY
Secretary-Treasurer

.4-I
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION )'^
RALEIGH

October 29, 1946

-resident 'Harry S. Truman
white House
aashington, D. C.

Lear I'r. President:

Our attention has been called to the possibility that you may decide
to appoint a commission to study the whole question of lynching in
America. In the event that you do, I am suggesting that you consider
for appointment on such a commission one of the following prominent
Negroes of North Carolina:

1. Dr. James E. Shepard, Durham, North Carolina

2. Dr. C. C. Spaulding, Durham, North Carolina

3. Dr. J. ',. Seabrook, State Teachers College,
Fayetteville, North Carolina

4. Mr. C. C. Chick, State Teachers College, Fayette-
ville, North Carolina

If you wish to consider a prominent Negro from this state, a number
of people in this state will be glad, I am sure, to offer suggestions
in the event you do decide to create such a commission.

I have communicated with Senator Clyde R. Hoey of this state about
this matter, and he has advised that it be brought directly to your
attention.

ishing you continued health and happiness in your great work, I am

Very sincerely yours,

N. C. NE.JBOLD, Director
Division of N'egro Education

N-TCN: mn
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May 19, 19)47.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE DAVID K. NILES:

As you requested, I had a talk with Bob Carr, getting the back-
ground of Charles Wilson's and Lucknan's request to see the President.

You can expect that Luckman will ask the President to okay a
proposal to develop an educational-campaign on civil rights now, so that
advertising, radio spot announcements, etc., will be in readiness.at the
time the Committee's report is submitted to the President.

Luckman's argument inthe full Committee has been that it takes
four months to prepare auch a campaign, and if the preparation is not
made until after the report is sux;ritted, the campaign vrill have a slow
start, not possibly before February 1, 19148. Luckman wants to start
October 1, 1947.

Inside he Committee, Luckman has provoked a good deal of
dissension, by his proposal. Wilson feels that Luckman is rushing things,
and there is a fear in the Committee that to prepare the campaign now will
be to write the Committee's report in advance.

The other question is a matter of sponsorship. Should the
President's Committee, as such, engage in an educational campaign using
the mass media, or should it merely recommend.such a campaign to be
conducted' under other auspices, such as the Advertising Council?

The President will be asked what his wishes are.

Luckman's approach is a little disruptive to the Committee.
Some Committee members feel that he is pushing himself too hard, and the
staff fears that the Committee may get its eye off the ball, which is the
writing of the report for the President.

The other hazard, of course, is the matter of sponsorship. No
one knows what's going to be in the report yet. At this point, no one
knows exactly what content Lucnkman would want to put in such a campaign.
The President can't buy a "pig in a poke", and I don't imagine he is very
likely to.
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To avoid dissension in the Committee, to insure the completion
of the report, and to make sure that the Cotamittee's report will be the
basis of any future action, I believe it would be best to sug-est to Mr.

Lu.Icaan that his idea is a good one, but that i. is prera ture to planr a

ampailn until the re ort has beer, prepared.

PHILLA0 NASll

.4

I

"4
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HELEN GAHAGAN DOUGLAS COMMITTEE:
14TH DIsTRICT CALIFORNIA FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Congessof the Uniteb Otates5
pouse of 3Repreentattes

ur avdNiles C

T -e ite iouse .ay 11, 1967
*~s inDton, U. (.

ear .. r, Niles:

I am writinL, ou about thc divil 3ilhts 'Ciomimission. As you are well

avare, L.y aLtrict is t ' third largest Neuro district in the country, follow-
-louel on t..e heels of Cuicauo and Niew York. Despite tis fact, there

nave been no appointments to the Civil Rits Comission from the ,est Coast.
I a. well aware t t .is Coimission will shortly wind up its work, but I
:all t is to your attention because the situation with reward to the Conission
represents a pattern wAich is highly disheartening to the third largest 1egro
district in t,e country. ;_oreover, tae President has iade no outstanding

a Ero appoirnUnients t at I icnow of from the heat 'oast.

Believe me, tiie eroes on the Iest a t are well aware of this.
1 feel very resentful over th±e fact tiat e continuously passed over

t e .atter of appoiituments. Tecy fee hat the robleims of the best Coast
are seldo t.urou.hly considered. I d communications anC letters and
phone calls on t..e -_atter.

I tnink this is a valid d se us complaint.

It is bad enou ai when 00 . Coast is treated as a colony in the
atters of steel, transportati a claation; but wi.en we are treated as.

a colony in aatters of ba hu ations, t.o results can be politically
isatrous.

.e should reuemri t .*.Pl*.. was passed in New York state and
operating tere, also tnat Dovernor Dewey ,ias made t.any major Negro

appointments. Just to cite a few, may I mentionn tie following three: _r.
i3. iowell, t6. publi:,er o thei Ainsterdai, News, a aegro publication which

as t e largest concentrated circulation, to the ;boxini; Commission; Judge
raiLs .. Rivers, Justice of to City Court; and ur. r ant iteynolds appointed

to toe Cogmission of Gorrections.

You iclht say that Negroes overstress tis matter of appoint ents,
out for people who ave lon, suffered in their relations with the cocaunity

o arc still denied the basic riLts of citizenship in muany states--not
to speaK 0 tdiLcrimination in job opportunity in all states--Iekro appointment
are o t~n proof of the sincerity on t.ie part of the party or individual
LaIkino t. :e appointment of their desire to play fair with the Negro people.

I must say I syrmpatiize with this point of view.

.-iicerely yours,

'elen uRDaan Dou,las
r. :iiiloo "ash
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

December 10, 1946.

MEMORANDUM FOR MISS ELIZABETH RUSK:

I am enclu9singL a copy of the
White House release establishing the
President's CommitLee on Civil Rights on
December 5, 1946.

Will you please see that we
receive complete coverage?

PHILLEO NASH

Enclosure.

V - -
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Novem-ber 6, 1967.

Dite r Lothw se to ~to o

ittee ;ieets alL *' :eh~for it

leregarrdS iL .s :ar-~i Lportl,.mt doc=ument

the clocaaert.3 i .reil.

ti waits :ae toexpresls to you nils personal
d~rec~tioi for your service c hthe Jooiinittee

and for ycour S,~r in th ;rpcr.tLon of it 3 rePort.

OordiaL-.ly,

to tlie- ?resident

M1.i~hiRes ay

I

IP/I 40
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December 31, 1946.

Pres ident,
Cathiolic Interracial Coun-cil

of Washington, D. C.
2723 N Street N. W.,
Viashington 7, D. C.

Dear Mr. S

In connection with the resolution
adopted at a meeting of the Catholic Interracial
Council on November 12, 1946, I a enclosing a copy
of the recent Executive order establishing the
President's CommiAttee on Civil Rights.

I am 3ure .it will be of interest to the
Council. It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
be abl t Isnd it to you.

Cordia"lly,

DAViD 4. NILES
Administmtive Assistant

to the President

Enclosure.

1"
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November 2, 1Yh7.

Dear Lr. Short:

I have yur memorandum~ for November O],
attaching a request from r. Jones 2. Cr uch for
a cocpy of the report of the ?resident's Cormittee
on Civil Rights.

I regret to i.rfronn you tht the supply
of the report for public distribution has been
exhausted, ard it has oeen necessary for -s to
send our correspondents a copy of the attached
inform;ation slip, telling then where copies may
be purchs-d.

Cordially,

DAVID K. ::IL S
Administrative Assistant

to the President

The Honorable Dew-ey Short,
House of Representatives,
;.shinqton 25, D. C.

I
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do anr 9"nc, rhA
~:oc J dt . 'dt tV. J- t~'

.< fcereir

.!.r. Turner Smnith,
Chief,
Civil Rights Section,
Department of Justice,
fashinlgton 25, D. C.

attached letter froi Paul Voccaro, 49471,
135 State St.
Auburn, N.Y.
inmate of penal ins titution.

mmmwmmmmm

, Lk
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Decemboer 2. 1947.

Dear Miss Spector:

Thank you for your letter of November 22,
addressed to the President's Committee on Civil
Rights, regarding copies of the Report of the
Corittee.

I am sorry to have to tall you that our
supply of copies for free distribution has been
completely exhausted. Copies of the report may be
obtained, however, by writing the Superintendent
of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office,
fashiington 25, D. 0. The price is $1 a copy. A
discount of 25 per cent is allowed on purchases of
100 or more publications mailed to one address.

I understand tiat a commercial edition
has been published, and that many newspapers have
printed it as a supplement in their papers.

Cordially,

PHIILLED NASH
Assistant to.Da-vid K. Niles

Viss R. Spector,
Bronx, Nei York-:.

4,,
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Th~arL~r 11:t A. nan

Tnk you for lor etter of N~ovember 2 ,
T- de 3 to tepr iet Is C ~ittee on CG.i

~Lr~~ rtadngadP.,a I CSof~e port.

Iam very sorry to have to tl you that
crS ly of free copies lias been exhausted.

Ooi3may be purchased frar. the Sup erinitendent of
i;oc-urents, )U *S. j:)vern. ent 1iriigOfce

ashirtor ~,T). C.

i cowrriercia). edition 'has be-En- published
an 6 s a-v-lilable at rmost books tores.

CL -vJtally,

F II I U EO 14 A ," hAss!-stant to David K. Nfiles

br . Robrt F.- SteP-achna n
1roiess:or of Goverrnent,

41ayvne University
I etroit 1, Mlc i-gar.

I

*hts



WAYNE UNIVERSITY
BOARD OF EDUCATION

DETROIT . MICHIGAN

vGE OF LIBERAL ARTS

TMENT OF GOVERNMENT

November 25, J-47

-4 01

reiis tartoe ecp your recent excellent
re-ort: and Iooreuest ri ( additional copies, if these
are available.

7r, Jud'eent, t he coii sSion has contributed greatly
"o construction of a foundation upon vrhich souid solutions

a:be built.

The interest expressed in the report by my colleagues here,
and by our graduate students is an indication of the high
quality of the report.

YNobert F Stead,man
Profit ssor of Government

Frs/1f

HARRY S. TRUMAN L IBRAhY

President's Committee
on

Civil Rights
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MILTON D. STEWART

Dear ?billeo,

Here' s the financial data. There are two problemss

bich I hoe don'tt make any trouble for you. First,

I spent on2 Sunday, Nov. 2 on the job in ':ashington

(radio forum) ,nd your form shows no work on that date.

3u- est 'ou shift the 8 hours from Nov. 1 to Nov. to

confor; to reality. Second, on two of the four trips I

pan i my own ci? freight to 'ashington via air since I

had no travel book. return trips were paid froi "ob s

or th o fice r travel book. I've indicated this, and have

)ut doid os the sum laid out, not what I paid, but the

rate charged the government. Okay?

In general, thanks a million for carrying through on

this for me. I will appreciate any success you have in

sVieding t': process of repayment; the money's earmarkedx

already. Discussion of other mni-tors can wait for my next

trip down which v:ill be wn right after Xmas for the American

Political Science Association convention. ?Loger tells me

the A.G. is planing his conference to coincide -- but it's such

shot notice I cnn't take it seriously.

Pest to the fermily.

I A
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resident hta. ed e to say to yU
that toe a7.rt of ie present's Civil Uights
o!,,ittee Ree ;t,s3'L ,; he had for it.

.He regards it as an importAnt document
and is confident that it will take its place among
tihe documents on Freedom.

He ants ine to express to you iis personal
ucreci tion for youar service ith ihe Committee

: for ,ur share in the preparation- of its report.

Gordina 11,.

drainitraVve Assistanlt

to the Iresident

c/o Ned; SLchool for Social Rese rc.
6 est 12thi StreAt,

New IorrNw ok

I

F
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October 23, l947-

in -the T~xc f ~ ~ Tam passing

onae~rnd~lrel~itive to thle alPpottnint of

~ta~tas Specia) t~il otrle

~y~ir~t ., ornitteen ivM tiis

,.6itB.rtMt to David ~ Niles

A -t., -,a ctv i e n t -
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December 1)2, 197.

Dear Dr. Underhill:

The Honorable Hugh D. Scott has referred
tc me your reQuest for a copy of the report of the
Fresidert's Committee on Civil Rights.

I am sorry to have to tell you thit the
supply of copies for free distribution has been
exhaus ted.

However, oies m tay be irchased by
t 3rting the S.erintendent of Documents, . S.

government .rnt ing ffice, \Xashtngton 26, D.C.

Sincerely yours,

PHI ,LEAO NASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Reverend Irwin ". Underhill, Jr.,
6329 Burbridge Street,
Philadelphia, Pen nsylvania.
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ARNON M. GULICK
SECRETARY

Emigressof teflic ae
oneu orf ppr2eentatites~

XIRadlingtonl, P-c

December 18, 19L7.

Secretary,
President's Committee on Civil Rights,
Washington, D. C.

My dear Sir:

I have a request from Rev. Irwin V'.

Underhill, Jr., 6329 burbridge Street, Philadelphia

44, Pa., for a copy of your Committee's report on

Civil Rights. If you will be able to forward him

a copy or advise him how one may be obtained I will

appreciate it.

Yours very truly,

Hugh D. Scott, Jr.

A- -A A- -A A. A A ILA A A.A l
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N\ovember 6, 1917.

Dear Mdr. Vardogrift:

The Pre:ident his asCd me t scy to you
that the Renort cf the Vresident's Civil. Rights
co1ttee weetsc ail. the hoes he Kad for it.

iHu rewards it as an isjportant document
e ,d is cofidant that it will take its lace among
the documernts on 'Preedom.

He wats m to apros toyou alis soa

pe tion for your service wjith the Cofwiutee
and for your share in the ,raparation of its report.

CordiallIy,

T;VID ,NI.
Administrative Assistant

to the President

Mr. J'on L. Vandegrift, Jr.,
32" 1 36th Street NJ.,
1 ashington, D. C.
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January 29, 1947.

Dear Miss Vessels:

I wish to thank you for your recent letter

to the President commending his statement on civil

rights. The ?resident appreciates your support

of his position.

You may be sure of his continued

interest in this important problem.

Sincerely yours,

WILLIAM D. HASSETT
Secretary to the President

Miss Alma Vessels, R.N.
Executive Secretary,
National Aissociation of Colored

Graduate Nurses, Inc.,
1790 Broadway,
New York 19, New York.

I

I 
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T<T COURT
ARD F.\WAITE.JUDGE

505 Pence Bldg.
MIN NEAPO.IS, MINN.

November 11, 1947

The President's Committee on Civil Rights,
cshington, D. C.

Gentlemen:

I should have difficulty in overstating the gratification
with which I have read your recent report. "Epoch-making" is the term
which comes naturally to my mind, and I rejoice that a life which began
when the Dred Scott decision was shaking the foundations of human rights
in the United States has been prolonged to witness such a frank aaau-
thoritative confession of our great national sin, and such thorough-going
and courageous effort to wipe out the stain.

I am taking the liberty to send you the enclosed pamphlet,--
not, I think I can honestly say, merely for the purpose of calling at-
tentior-n to my own project in the field you have been studying, but spe-
cifically to place within easy reach of members of your Committee material
which I believe will be of interest to them; and chiefly to call attention
to the analysis on pages 246 - 252 of Plessy vs. Ferguson, a decision which
has done inestimable harm and ought to be expressly overruled. Perhaps
the members of the Committee, even though they may have completed their
official function, may retain sufficient interest in their monumental work
to seek the advice of lawyers much better versed in constitutional law than
I am, as to the advisability of trying to secure a reversal of this crude
decision, so superficial in its terms and so vicious in its results.

Under separate cover I am sending 15 additional copies of the
reprint, for distribution to the members of the Committee if thought
worth-while.

Sincerely yours,

EFW/gc



December 2, 1947.

Dear 1r. Walaman:

Thank you for your letter of November 21,
addressed to the President's Camittee on Civil
Rights, regarding the Report of that Comaittee.

Unfortunately, our supply of copies for
free distribution has been completely exhausted.
Copies may be obtained, however, for the price of
"1 by writing the Superintendent of Documents,
U. S. Government Printing Office, aschington 25,
F. C.

Sincerely yours,

PHILLEO NASH
Assistant to David K. Niles

Mr. Louis Waldman,
Chairman,
Standing Committee on American Citizenship,
American Bar Association,
New York, New York.

* I
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.N,CHAIRMAN
)WAY, NEW YORK, N. Y.

,CHOLSON
RNON ST., BOSTON 8, MASS.

REY
iRNAL SQUARE, JERSEY CITY 6, N. J.

C. COLEMAN
OFFICE BLDG.. BALTIMORE 2, MD.

'S E. DUNBAR.JR.
.ITED FRUIT BLDG., NEW ORLEANS 12, LA.

ZN S. DICKINSON
NATIONAL BANK BLDG., DETROIT 26, MICH.

LTER F. DODO
30 N. LASALLE ST., CHICAGO 2, ILL,

TOWARD L. WRIGHT
BOX 1260, LITTLE ROCK, ARK.

HAROLD R. McKINNON
220 BUSH ST., SAN FRANCISCO 4, CALIF.

ROSS L. MALONE, JR.
J. P. WHITE BLDG., ROSWELL, N. M.

November 24, 1947

Charles E. Wilson, Chairman,
,Vresl.dent's Committee on Civil Rights,
The White Hiouse,
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Wilson;-

From press reports, it would appear

that the report of the President's Committee

on Civil Rights contains recommendations which

might be of interest to the Committee on American

Citizenship of the American Bar Association.

Would you be kind enough to send me a

copy of the report, so that I may familiarize

myself with its recommendations?

Sincerely yours,

-"C-'-',,

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President ' s Committee
on

Civil fights

AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION
ORGANIZED 1878

STANDING COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP
1947-1948
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v u 'fc,,r your fine lttrof1 rr9th

-ince tie &ommirtteo'"S 4ork erirlnt:cAor),October3C,
&~sryto tE:ll vmu Lthat the fre uplyo ti-ie COVLoitttoY

w~ot i exa~td. oweerI am~ told that the Goverii- ent
Print-ng Of fice ha3a &ked for a re-run of the document. U"opi e L

hoald 1--,- vailable after Novemaber liit'h.

In addition, I have been told that Simon anxd Schu tery
'.u-dth Avenue, New Tork., 1New York, still has d few cc-piCZ

on hand, tou$ their firs-t edition of 25,OOC has been
e xb~oit eo.

T~rii L j,



SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
F. 0. CLARK, Prealdent

SOUTHERN BRANCH POST OFFICE
BATON ROUGE,LA.

SOCIAL SCIENCE DEPARTMENT

"'e- Pvr i ent's lomnitt.y or Civil r±Th+,

Sannvrxims to secu, cpies < -nur rn'ort,,
Tolyr aoRgt for classes in Am.rericanr

Government ad History. Tush as many as you can
an the riee of the Go7errment Agency or pubIAshIrg

conr ny w r gett'n : o'.t inexpensive coles
for wide ditrbtinn to schools and colleges.

Tr;hnkr7 17-l for this c.nnmental contrib tion t
te cause f1 which nAst us are fghtinc! in so

me~y ways, Ja

Very trvuly ynurs,
&m 1~
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vE CH S' 5L C

Noveraber , 197.

T-E i n7ident hc s a : tC ray to you
.th t th Report of the Sr ident 's Civii ights

&oun:ttee reets 1A1 the hopes he ha<d for it.

Toc~ a~ it cs t id ran~t documten~t
~.;15;o<: :d. at ::t it rill. ta e its; lace amnon~

T ecn or uz s 3-v .tc w i re te
nd1 oar o.r share in the D ,r ior c reLT rtC

to the ?ra- idQent

J 22 reservoir oad, ..S.shington, . C .
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* o~t h~ a~e m to (;,,y t4 o
-- ; the report of to e dnt vl'1 h ts

oemc >d teL e Ihd f'zit

-- n is cooL'ident that -tit I1tke I.- lace amngr
the ,!o(,!UMertS or-] T reedO .

rie vne to express to you hids persona-L
-4preciation for your service aith the umte
"Iid f or your hire in the Preparation of',its reiuort.

a rdlially.,

*2f2J2~3ti- t :e ss jatant
to the fIreSdent

JI

m -,

i t f cyr
ac
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V

HC\R.-E\VTON WILLIAMS
PPES EN TAT lyE

SNCOUNTY

D IC KSON

tl "-- r cdt IxtEir mftftlYCx-

NAS HVI LLE

Dlcksor, Teresu-cj

!,:.C.K.wiilson1 Chfti4rn
?c~r.~' C 4, r.iee or: Uiv9.l Ri2 -vti

DcEer Yr. Wilson:

I appreciate your --ending me a copy of The Report of tne Presiaent's
CGoroiittee on Civil hizhts. Would it be possible for me to obtEtin copies of

r-~e ste ff studi es re f eired to on p)e xi I shoula be 6ratefuJ. for
tt emr

Sincerely yours,

* 3

1.' -

1

m ";"
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December 1, 1947.

,e-r Dr. .Airth:

Than you very much for your expression
of hiterest in the report of the President's
;:o::;:ittee on Civil Rights, and for your efforts to

ive it a wide distribution.

As you knox, all matters connected with
the Freedom Train are being handled by the American
Heritage Founation. Your suggestion has been
brought to their attention, and you will no doubt
be hearing from the Foundation in the very near
future.

Cordially,

DAVID K. NILLS3
Administrative ssistant

to the President

D;r. Louis lirth,
res dent,
miorican Council on Race Relations,

32 Nest Randolph Street,
Chica:o 1, Illinois.

JLues ". rduLI - r. L. rutuIS- novert neuneia - Leonare MN. lueser - ADraflam iubin . 15ishop William Scarlett Sara E. Southall
1I. J. Thoma- Channing H. Tobias - Willard S. Townsend - Walter Wanger - Louis Weiss - Walter White - Donald Young

-qz~21

I

\ ~ \
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Chairman of Board

CHARLES HOUSTON
vice-President, Consultant

31ERICAN COUNCIL ON RACE RELATIONS WILL W. ALEXANDER
Vice-President, Treasurer

32 WEST RANDOLPH STREET CHICAGO 1 PHONE CENTRAL 3066 MARY-JANE GRUNSFELD
Secretary

LOUIS WIRTH
President November 18, 1947

Mr. David Niles
Administrative Assistant to the President
white House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Niles:

.t the -Wovember 13-16 Conference on Local Race Relations and

'Aincrity Group Problems held here at International House a reso-

lution was unanimously adopted endorsing the findings and recom-

mendations of the President's Committee on Civil Rights' report,

"To secure These Rights." The delegates from 150 race and inter-

group relations agencies,comprising both officials and citizens'

groups, urged the wide distribution of the report and the most

effective and economical implementation of its recommendations

at as early a date as possible.

Enclosed you will find copies of telegrams which we have sent to

the Attorney General and to the American Heritage Foundation urging

the inclusion of copies of the Report for distribution to persons

who will visit and inspect the Freedom Train.

We are calling upon you to help us in any way you can to implement

this plan. We understand that government printing office copies

are exhausted and that commercial editions will be available soon.

In the interim, however, we believe it is important that copies

of the complete Report, or condensed version, bearing the government

seal should be made available to the visitors of the Freedom Train

at a popular price. You are, of course, familiar with the PM news-

paper special Sunday supplement which sold for a few cents. Perhaps

a similar edition might be made available.

In a few days we are sending you a copy of the release describing the

plans of all national agencies in this field as they concern the im-

plementation of the President's Committee Report. He plan to keep
all agencies currently informed of developments in this area and, if

you will keep us posted of developments as you learn of them, we will

include them in future releases.
Sincerely yours,

L$t; sv Wirt
ucpwa-39-cio

BOARD OF DIRECTORS -

Louis Adamic - Mary McLeod Bethune - Homer S. Brown . Pearl S. Buck . Ralph J. Bunche - Charles Dollard . Marion Edman Edwin R. Embree

Marshall Field . Ernesto Galarza -Lloyd K. Garrison -Lester B. Granger -Most Rev. Francis J. Hlaas -Augustus Hlawkins - Charles S. Johnson

James G. Patton - P. L. Prattis .Robert Redfield - Leonard M. Rieser -Abraham Rubin - Bishop William Scarlett - Sara E. Southall

I. .i. Thomas - Channiing H. Tobias - Willard S. Townsend - Walter Wanger - Louis Weiss - Walter White - Donald Young
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11/17/47 NIGHT LETTER 8:30 P.M.

TOM C. CLARK
ATTORNEY GENERAL
WTASHITGTOH, DC

T.IAlT YOU FOR YOUR TELECRAN MEPLY TO OUR IVITATIOH WI'HICiH WAS RAD AT THE GENERAL SE2SION'I

0 ' ATI-C.AL COLEREUCE O1 LOCAL RACE RELATIONS AND MINORITY GROUP PROBLEM S. YOUR L.ESSAGE

AE COUACE AD REASSURAITCE TO THE ASSE :IBLED DELEGATES OF ONE HUNDRED FIFTY OFFICIAL AND

CIVIC AGENCIES. THE CONFERENCE UMNAHiOUSLY ENDORSED THE REPORT "TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS"

AND DEVELOPED PLAS FOR ASSISTING IN IPLEENTAT ION OF ITS RECOl_1TDATIONS ON ALL LEVELS OF

GOVERUMENT AD THROUGH CITIZENS ORGANIZATIONS. A COlITTEE OF NATIONAL AGEllCY REPRESEETA-

TIV.ES PRESENT AT CONFERENCE CONSIDERED PLANS OF ALL AGENCIES FOR DISSnlhA'TION AND IIPLEli-

TATION OF REPORT AND URGED THAT YOU BE RESPECTFULLY REQUESTED TO Ei1PLOY THE PRESTIGE OF

YOUR OFFICE IN (ONE) ENCOURAGING THE APPROPRIATE ADMINISTRATIVE AGENCIES OF THE GOVERITZriT

IN PIlNTINC0 AN ADEQUATE SUPPLY OF OFFICIAL COPIES, BEARING T E IMPORTAIIT GOVERNMENT SEAL, OF

"TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS" FOR ADEQUATE PUBLIC CONSUMPTION AND (TVrO) ENDORSING A PLAN FOR

'ZE DISTRIBUTIOH OF COPIES OR POPULARLY PRICED CONDENSATIONS OF THE REPORT ON THE FREEDCLI

TAIll. TI lS LATTT1, SUGGESTION HAS 3EE SENT TO AMERICAN HERITAGE FOUNDATION. URGE YOU

REEFORCE OUR REQUEST. RESPECTFULLY.

LOUIS iIRTH, PRESIDENT
AMERICAN COUNCIL ON RACE RELATIONS
LOUIS HOSCH, SECRETARY
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF INTERGROUTP

RELATIONS OFFICIALS
32 Yf. RANDOLPH STREET
CHICAGO, 1, ILLINOIS

- -ess

Walter Whit
eonaldona
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DAY LETTER 11/18/47

MR. g-IRp
9 A1DRI CH, CHilAM OF BOARD OF TRUST ES

CAN RITAGE FOU1DgION

17 EAST FOTY-FIFTH STREET

NEW YORK CITY, gyYORK

ATTN~A11A 1ER E O N1RACE RELATONSAND MTNloR TY GROUP PROBLEI-Is V ~

AT B loT~ NAL CON'FE:RENCE NRC RLTE &lRROP RELKIONS AGENCIES, OFWCE

1 16 TT E D ED Y D ELE GATE S FR OM 150 RACE A D I TER GROUT W A A OPE D E 0R SI N

KI CITIZ s GROUPS I T ERUNITED STATES,0AEORT "TO S ,CURE THESE RI D O R ING

PRESIDENT'S COL.gILTTEE 0 CVLA R.HE REPORT ANDSEC THE MOST FFCTIV URND

T-JDE ISTRTIOIj OF TEE OFFICIAL Opy OF THE REPORT DTRMOTFF 
TIAD

ATDEDISTRIyO F OTTE REPORT AS EARLY AS poSSIBLE.

AECONOMTTg OF IRTIIMPLE glNAONAH RAERELATIONS AND . glORITY GROUP AGENCIES ETH

AT COW nTTEE OF THIRTEEN LNATINA RA NS FOR A COORDINATE DISTRIBUTIOANt) D

ITHE~ ~ COFRTCE R~ ATODEN OF THE REPORT. ONE OF THs RECOWENDTIUN URGES

YOU OUNOFTIE "RECONUDE OL TERCED EDITIONS BEARING THE GOVERNTgy SEAL

OU FOUDAT OE To INCLUDE POPULARLY aC REEO TAIO NSE RESPECTFULLY URGE YOU TO

OF 11 c SECURE THESE RIGHTS" oil THES FRED ' HESE RIGHTS" AMONG THE OTHER

T UZ PcpOPIATE kCTIO-ilTO INCLUDE "TO SECURE HSERG FSAONG T-HE TII{FRST

IMP~ORTANTISTORICAL DOCUIVIS AND THAT COPIES BE AyALAB FOR THE TRAlI VISIT

ISR UNCIL ON RACE LTIONS

LOUIS HOSCH, SECR ARYFINgGROUP

NATIONALASSOCIATION 
OFFICIAL

LER :bea RELATIONS OFFICIALS

V

.- J UtillSUlI
-- dLiet Sara E. Soithall

n coss - Walter White Donald Young

LSbed


