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CONFIDENTIAL
Business Meeting
of
TH PEESTDHNS COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS
Waenington, D, C.
May 1, 1947

Met, pursuant to notice, at 9:45 a. m., in Conference Room 105,
National Archives Building, Pennsylvania Avenue at 8th Street, N.W.,
Mr. C. E, Wilson, Chairman, presiding.

BRESENT: lir. Y, ©, Wilson, Chairman (presiding), lrs, Sadie T,
Alexander, Rabbi Roland B. Gittelsohn, Dr. Frank P. Graham, Mr,
Charles Luckman, The Right Reverend Henry Knox Sherrill, lrs, M, E,
Tilly, and icbert K. Carr, Executive Secretary; and Milton Stewart,
Jack Durham and Frances Williams,

PROCEEDINGS

MR, WILSCN: Mr. Carr,'do you have business to present?

MK, CARR: On the hotel situation, I want to apologize to any
members of the Committee who have been at all inconvenienced this
week. for some reason the Statler omitted our dates for this week,
The error didn't show up until the end of last week. By that time,
very heavy convention reservations had taken all the hotel rooms,
so we were rather hard pressed to make your reservations., I think
we will be able to see to, it that the same thing doesn't occur
again, :

I have been canvassing, as you know, to find a suitable date
some time late in lay or in June, when a large attendance would be
possible for an important session, Not all the returns are in yet,
On the basis of partial returns, it looks as though either June 18
or 19, or June 25 or 26 would be best, <1t also appears from
these returns that almost no one is available for May 28 ro 29,

In accordance with the decisions taken last time, the staff was
instructed to try to find this date in June for a business session,
and to continue the hearings during May. That meant the meeting
today; it would mean another meeting on May 15, and another meeting
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or ¥av 29, I am inclined to recommend, on the basis of the returns,
tnat we cancel the Yay 28, 29 session, and go on with the May 14
and ¥ay 15 sessions as scheduled, I am afraid attendance on the
29tk and 29th is zoing to be so poor that we might well decide at
this point to cencel it.

¥R, WILSON: Wwould that ¥e your pleasure? If we are not zoing
to nave a sroup that can operzte very satisfactorily, would it not
be better to omit the 28th and 29th, and have our next meeting lay
ldth and 15th, and then try to head up the two-cday business mocting
late in June? Ix that satisfactory to everyone?

VRS, ALEXANDSR: ‘iould we be able to hear all the people 'who
have requestec the opportunity? .

R, CARR: "That is a hard question to answer, The list is
almost inexhaustible; you could go on with hearings more or less
indefinitely. [ think it would be a little hard, perhaps, to
crowd in everyone in just one more session, but on the obher hand,
I am surprised at the amount of ground we have covered, I referred
back to the original list of nemes that was discussed at some
len¢th two months or so ago, and we have made a very good dent on
that list. There are still sore people that ought to be heard,

MRS. ALEXAIIDER: Are there some that should be heard before
we have the business meeting?

MR, WILSON: TIf you want to hear practically the full &ist of
those that we had — presumably we ought to hear them and maybe we
should — why, then, probably we would have to have another meet-
inge.

VR. CARR: Why not have the meeting on the 14th or 15th in
regular fashion, and in the meantime the staff will have had a
chance to take another look at the hearing situation, and ve may
be able to submit a proposal whereby cn some date, therr or four or
five nembers of the Committee could be present — enough to justify
runnings the hearing —- and then we could conduct a hearing at an
ndd date.

RABET GITTELEGHN: Speaking for our subcommittee, we resolved
vesterday that we were very nearly finished with our job, If that
snovld happen to be true of the other subconmittees, I wonder if’
we ouldn't have a day and a half of hearings instead of just one
day, and thereby cover more,

lthe WILSOW:  Hven if we used botl days, practically, could we
cover it in two days?
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VR, CAFF: T think we cculd.

YR, JILSCN: ould the other subcommittees have any objection
to rurning through both dayvs with hearings in order to tryv to cover

REUBREND SHERFILL: I don't think we would object.
RS, TILLY: All rirhte

¥R, wILSON: Let's trv to settle ore point abont it. It is
proposed that vashington, being what it is in Jdone — beauti ful
city, lovely climate, and all — but it has been suggested that we
mient concider heldinc the meetings elscvhere, viould that idea
meet with vour wviesws? Jould vou rather do that?

Ve, LUCE Al St. Leudls?

Um, WJLSC: T oden't think there is a rocd zame on therej T oam

“E. CAPR: e had ir mind, perhaps, Princetcn, No Jo, or bew
ingland, or some spot that might be a little more pleasant.

MRS, ALEXANDER: I think we woulde.

YR, .ILSON: I considerecd, and perhaps I shouldn't mention it
becruse actually T have to find out if we will have our staff at
the island for the date you chcose, I would invite you to come to
our islanc and hold the meeting where you would have absolute
seclusion for twe days, hut with tele~hone service, and a really
delightful place,

ARVEDEND SELRRILI: Telephone service — that is something
in iteelf, :

MR, 4II.SCN: I assume that service will bhe back by then.

MR, CAAF: That is out on the Great Lakes?

MK, JILSCN: This is an island in Leke Untario, and we have
plane accommodations and plain fare, but it is, T assvre you, 8
rezlly delgBhtful spot, and if we could arrange the meeting late
enougk in the menth, I think we will have our staff, Ve run a

series of meetings there, ten meetings in July.

Vhe UICKEN: Tt says "educational" on the income tax returns?

L A AN
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¥Re WILSON: T will tell you, sc nobody gets the wrong irmpres—
sjisn about that, I am thin-skinned on that subject. I assure you
that they are abcut as hard-going meetings as you ever saw., They
cover everything from research right through to selling of
goods, in three days. Three hundred of our people avery three days.
lizybe you would regard it as a little bit out of the way, though we
couvld fly wou up to viatertovm.,

RABET GITTEISOHN: T think it would be a wenderful idea not to
meet in Washington, wherever eclse we will be able to.

MR, LUCKMAL: TIs llew York better than Washington?

IHe WIISCN: I cen offer yon a board room which is air-condi-
tioned, and would be delighted to have you there in New York, if
you would rather come there than Washingcton,

ME, LUCK.AN: That would seem reascrable,

VR, WJILSON: I personally don't care one way or the other., ur.
Carr was teing sclicitous of members working down here the end of
Jure, that's all,.

MR. CARR: Why don't we leave it flexible? If we find that
the cities would be uncomfortable, perhaps we can find some more
rural area that would be pleasant and at the same time convenient,

LRS. ALEXANDER: «e who do not live in New York well realize
it is the feeiing of New Yorkers that New York would be an ideal
spot for anything.

MR. LUCKMAL: I live in Boston, lirs. Alexander,

ME., WILSCN: All richt, we will try to settle the date, so
that we can announce &t the May 14-15 meeting what the date appears
to be in June, and then get one place or another,

MR, LUCKMAN: Does that mean the May 28-29 meeting is out, as
lornz as we are in there two days?

FME. WILSON: That would mean that it would be out, and we
would try to put in two full days, or practically full days, of
hearings and see if we can clean that phhse of it up.

IE. CARR: There are two other items that aren't on the agenda.
It locks very much as though the staff officers are going to have
to move to the Walker Budlding on 15th Street. It is not of our
own choosing; we are being squeezed in a three-way move that is
taeking place, involving the old State Department Building. We will
let you know immeciately when we do move, so you will know our new
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addresw and new locatione
VR, wILSON: ihich tuilding is that?

MR. CARR: The Vlalker Building, on 15th Street, just back of
the Riggs National Bank. <+t is a convenient location, but it will
be a different location., At the last meeting, Mr., Shishkin once
more raised the cuestion of having members of the Committee sworn
in. He feels rather strongly about it, and made quite a strong
statement, which I think impressed those members of the Committee
who were oresent, ‘e have made inguiry, and the answer is that on
a strictly legal basis, it is not necessary, tut if the members of
the Committee would like to be sworn in as a gesture, it cen cer-
tainly be arranged,

M, WILSON: All right, do you you desire to be sworn in? Any—
boldy nave that desire?

RAEBI GITTELSCHN: %hat would be the reason for it?
MR, WILSON: T don't know,

R, CARR: MNr. 8hishkin's statement is in the transcript. He
talked in effect, along these lines — that the members of the
Committee have a very important responsivility. The question might
be raised later by the public as to whether members cf the Commit-
tee have taken an ocath of loyalty to the nation, and it would be a
rather nice symtclic gesture for the members of the Committee to
take an oath to indicate, I suppose, that you are in complete
sympathy toward the American ideals,

MR. WILSON: Well, if there is a general feeling that it
would be desirable, we could have the proper officer here at the
next meeting to swear everyone in., ‘'ould you lilke to be sworn in?
Do you think it is desirable? '

YRS, TILLY: Mre Shishkin feels very deeply on that —

MR. CARR: I dn't think anybody would oppose it.

iR, WILSON: Any objection? If not, we will have the proper
officer ot the next meeting,

YRS, ALE{ARDER: There may be some members who can't be at
the next meeting who are here today. Couldn't we get the officer
here today, cet as many as we can sworn in?

M~o WILSON:  All right, and dr. Shishkin may come in by that
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time and we could have him sworn in, tooes On this other Committee

that I happen to be on, the Military Training Committee, we have
not besn sworn in there,

Anything else?
MR. CARR: No, that is all.

MR, WILSON: Any member of the Committee have anything you
want to discuss?

KABBI GITTELSUHN: Mr, Luckman has two points which we would

like to raise today for your consideration, the consideration of
the full committee,

MR. LUCKMAN: It has been indicated that while there is some work
to be completed on our assignment, the broad basic work has been
very well completed, In the report which the subcommittee submitted
to the full committee at the last meeting, one important part of
that report deals with what we term the "education of the public®
relative to this entire matter of civil rights, It is our under-
standing in Subcommittee Two that that ends our responsibility
in that connection; in otner words, putting it simply, that we were
assigned the responsibility of developing what we thought could be
done as far as the dissemination of information and knowledge to
the public is concerned., We would like to recommend that the
Chairman appoint a new subcommittee, another subcommittee, pleass,
charged with the responsibility of working out aill of the plans

that are necessary for the implementation of a nation-wide public
education program,

As you well know from your own personal business experience,
lr, Chairman, it takes many montns to put in the ground work
necessary for an actual and complete nation-wide program. We
worked for months before each of the nation-wide war bond drives,
simply preparing the scripts, the editorial material, laying the
ground work and making the physical arrangements that were necessary.
If, in turn we are also oonsider:l.n-gL movies, there again we have a
great deal of ground work to do., 4f we assume that this Committee's
report to the President is going to be ready in September, then it
seems to our subcommittee that we should be ready shortly thereafter
to release the full impact of a nation-wide campaign to disseminate
ififormation to the puhlicy, and that can't be done unless the work is
started within the next few weeks and thereby making available to
the people who are doing the work enough time to properly and adqauately
handie it, We gave the matter some serious consideration, and if the
full Committee is of the same thought as we are, we would like to
say further that we
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think the Committee should comprise not more tnan three, because
these are problems that requite frequent consultation, and it is
difficult to get even three together, and it is even more difficult
to get more than three,

The primary duties of this Committee of three, if that does
meet with the wish of the full Committee, would be to determine what
matters should be discussed or brought w the attention of tne pub-
lice These, of course, are of tremendous importance; how we do it,
wnat method, what vehicles, vwhat radio programs, and what we sgyl
Now, in making this suggestion of the subcommittee to the full
Committee, I am cognizant of the fact that actually the Committee as
a whole has not completed its deliberations or arrived at its own
ideas as to exactly the specific thing we wish to recommend, but
despite that, we don't think that the work of this new committee
will be slowed down any, because, assuming that in this June meet-
ing those policies are decided, sufficient physical work will have
been accomplished so that the final decisions pertinent to what we
say in this publicity campaign can be put right into their hands.

RABBI GITTELSOHN: Mre Chairman, I want to add one more thing
which Mr. Luckman has modestly omitteds I think it ought to be
stated openly and aboveboard, 4t was the opinion of our subcommit-—
tee that the selection of Mr, Luckman as chairman is bbvious. He
is & member of the full Committee and is qualified to handle the
Job not only from the standpoint of personal peevious experience
but also his contact in the field of advertising &hd the equipment
that he has in his own organization to put his own technical men
immediately at work, as he would be willing to do, on the technical
phases of the prollem, Ve were thinking very much yesterday along
the specific lines of turning it, you might say, over almost
exclusively to Mr. Luckman, presuming that he would be chairman of
such a subcommittee, with two other members of the full Committee
to serve with him particulary as checks on the "what to say" end
of it

In other words, Mr. Luckman, as he expressed himself yester-
day, indicated that if such an arrangement were made, he would not
want to be solely responsible for the content of the matters,
though he would certainly be competent to judge tne technical
details of how to say the thing, so that what we have in mind over
and above his presentation now is that if such a subcommittee of
three be appointed, that he be entrusted with the actual technical
details of how to say, and that two other responsitle members of
the full Committee be appointed with him as checks on the contents
of the mateiral and just what should be included,

MR, WILSON: To me there are two important considerations in
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what Mr. Luckman and the Rabbi have said to us, Number one, the
first step is, I should think, that the Committee as a whole must
consider the report of your subcommittee, and having adopted it,

if it is adopted by the Committee as a whole, to be incorporated in
the report that this Committee will make to the President, I think
that immediately brings up a question that — maybe we dont*t have to
wait for the President to answer but I am inclined to belleve we dod
That is, if the Committee says that this report that MNr. Luckman 's
Committee has made so well, and assuming that you agree with it and
are willing to incorporate it as a part of the over-all proposal to
the President, it seems to me that there 1s a grave question of our
right to dmplement tha: with any effort before the public until the
President atcepts it, and accepts the idea of that presentation. I
frankly am not sure that our franchise as a Civil Kights Committee
goes far enough, goes as far, it seems to me, as this proposal would
take us, Charley. That is, whether we have a right after having made
this kind of report to the President, presumably in September,
whether we have a right to go out and hive that report to the public
and further implement it by movies or what have you. I am not sure
in my own mind that is part of our franchise.

You all had as much information as I had from the outset, I
presume you have gotten a different opinion of what the President's
franchise to us covered., It isn't my impression that we have the
right to do this. That can be cleared, but it hasn't been cleared
up to date.

RABBI GITTELSUHN: Another matter that we discussed of a simi-
lar nature yesterday afternoon, and in a previous session with ke
carr, inwlved the possibility of eventually issuing the Committee
report as one complete report to the President and another as a
popular abridgement of the report vﬁicn well might be published
for public consumption., Now I don t think we are ready to face
that issue, The only reason I introduce it is that Dr., Carr stated
as his opinion yesterday afternoon that there would be nothing to
prevent the issuance of the report in popular form if we so
desired, If that is true, and I don't presume to judge whether
it is, but if it is true the same reasoning, it would seem, would
apply to tnis also,

MRS, ALEXANDER: Do we have a copy of the Presidential Order?
It is my distinct recollection that we were appointed to report to
the President, and if that be so, I think that we cannot do any-
thing but report to him,

MR. WISLON: That is my impression, and I may be wrong, you
were all there,
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MRSE ALBXANDER: It is my very deep feeling that if we gave
publicity to our report before the President passed upon it, and
we get presidential sanction, we will only arm our enemies with
material to defeat our own purpose.

MR. LUCKMAN: I suspect there is a good deal of misunderstand=
ing, Mr,s Alexander, of what we are suggesting. We have no thought
that the Committee should give any publicity to anything until this
report is finished by this Committee and signed by the Fresident.,
If you wait until that time to start your activity, you will still

have your activity but you will have in in February or March, and
I xnow whereof I speak. You have to get in the production sche-
éules in Hollywood. You have to get sustaining arrangements for
the radio. You are dealing with magazines that have closing dates
two or three months ahead of items of that kind, and you cannot do
ite Our suggestion was that a subcommittee start the necessary
work, the ground work. The Committee couldn't give any publicity
because it wouldn't have any idea what the fianl dkcision of the
full Committee was going to be as to these various policies, Ve
don't think that the report of the subcommittee has been accepted,
and it isn't our thought thaet our subcommittee report has been
accepted, It may be rejected in toto, We assume that the Committee
will make some decisions on some things, and assume that we are all
in accord that the report of this committee can do one of

two things; First, it can take up some more space in someone's
office in Washington, or, second, it ban do some good through pub-
lic education, which has never been done before, 1lhat report is
facing those two alternatives,

THE RIGHT REVEREND SHERRILL: Mr, Chairman, that seems to me to
bring up another question, VWhen we make our report to the President,
we are throughe How is this Committee going to continue on? I should
rather hope that one of our recommendations will be that a more
pormanent Commission be appointed to carry on this work. It would
seem than an educational cammpaign would perhaps belong to a more
permanent, long range organization than just this Commission. When
we have reported to the President, we are through, it seems to me.
What agency or meeting of this Commission would there be after we
completed our work? Now L should be in favor of a recommendation
that a more permanent organization be set up to carry on this worke
Wouldn't Mre. Luckman®s proposal reelly fit into that? Having made
our report we are through; that is the point.

MR, LUCKMAN: Our subcommittee would not have any thought
that either the full committee or any subcommittee should meet
after our report has been acfepted or submitted, let us say., But
all of those details would have been arranged for and the switch
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everything preparatory to the switch when the President is satis-
fied with it, if he is. If the President says no, we can't throw
the switch.

THE RIGHET REVEREND SHERRILL: I move the Chairman find out what
the Fresident's attitude would be. There isn't much point of
starting a thing, putting & lot of work in it, and then having the
President say no., Vhy isn't it a simple matter to ask the Chairman
to talk this over with the President and see what his reaction would
be.

IMR. WILSON: I will be willing to do that if it can be done.

DR. GRAHAM: I think it is important that the report be brought

to the people. Iy concern ig that we don't go to the public in

advance of the Fresident having the report and having time to
decide how much he wants to adopt or not. I think we should be
careful that we preserve his objectives. He doesn't want soretring
for the files, he wants something that will reach out in the homes
and lives of the people of the United States and it can be his
report rather than our report, end I think that is one effective
way -- becoming the report of the President, and then as fgr as
possible the report of the Congress of the United States., Mrs.
Alexander's concern is, I think, that we do not set in motion oppo-
sitions that will crimp the President in trying to win the Congress.

MRS, ALEXANDER: Mr. Luckman has answered that. I follow you
now. You want to hand to the President a means of educating the
public if he accepts any part or all of the report,

MR, LUCKIMAN: So that he can get through Congress what h
wants. 7You all know that the Congress does what it thinks the pub-
lic vants. The anti-labor laws thay are enacting in Congress are
being enacted because Congress thinks most of the country wants
anti-labor legislation. It is just as simple as that. If you
don't educate the public you can forget about this report or any
other report ever doing any good whatsoever,

MRS, ALEXANDER: I follow completely. I see; you hand the
report to the President and say that if you woudd like to educate
the Americen public as to certain features, this is a way the
Committee would suggest that it be done, if you would like.

I'R. LUCKI/AN: And these plans having been made, if he is will-
ing to throw ¥he switch, we can be in operation next week.

MRS. TILLY: I think it would be well for Mr. Wilson to talk
to the President, find out if he would be willing to do that,
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MRS. ALEXANDER: Mrs. Tilly, I have changed my opinion com-
pletely. Why bother the Fresident® It is just one more thing
that is roing to be in the report. He may not accept i1t any more
than he does something else.

THE RIGHT REVERIEKD SHERRILL: My point is, what is the use of
this Committee going to work and studying and making elaborate
plans and getting all ready to turn the switch if there isn't any
necessity for doing it. It is a very simple attitude and he can
express his views to Mr. Wilson,

MR. CARR: I think this matter should be cgeared with the
President. I think this is a very substantial proposal and it
amounts in effect to suggesting that this Committee do its own Job
of publicizing its report, which may be entirely pessible and
appropriate, but it is unsusual, I don't know of any other presi-
dential committee that has undertaken to run the campaign publiciz-
ing its own report. I think you would certainly have to clear it
with the President to find out that it 1s one of the responsibili-
ties of the Committee.

MR. LUCKMAN: Does it make it sipgpler to say it is hils report,
the President's report? If the publicity as a result of this work
is done, no names would be attached to this, no films signed with
all of our names at the bottom or anything like that., This is a
matter of public education on the recommendations contained
within the report.

MR. CARR: Nonetheless, the Committee would be taking the
responsibility of approving the campaign for publicizing the recom-
mendations, which may be entirely appropriate, but I think there
is an important constitutional point to be settled.

MR, WILSON: I will just read this to you from our Executive
Order. I surmise you have already read it times enough to have it
well understood: "The Committee shdll make a report of its studies
to the President in writing, and shall in particular make recommené
dations with respect to the adoption or establishment by legisla-
tion or otherwise, of a more adequate and e fective menas and pro-
cedure for the protection of the civil rights of the people of the
United States. Upon rendition of its report to the President, tle
Committee shall cease to exist, unless otherwise determined by
further emecutive order,"

MR. LUCKMAN: That is pretty much our franchise.

MR. WILSON: That is our franchise.
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¥R. LUCKMAN: That i1s what we are to do.

MR. WILSON: There would be that interpretation of it, it
Seems to me =-- "make recommendations with respedt to the adoption
or establishment or otherwise."

MR. LUCKMAN: "And procedure =--"

MR. WILSON: "A report of its studies to the President in writ-
ing. After that I would presume that we would be awaiting the
Presidentt's order. After all, why don't we find out what he wants®
We are his committee and he is the boss. Why don't we find out?
Maybe he would be very desirous of having this., That would settle
the question in my mind about it. The idea has merit, but I admit
to you that I am fearful of doing it, of asking anybody to put in
all that work on it -- and I know that it would take an awful lot
of work on somebody's part, in some group's part -- to get the
proper movie tnemes and so on incorporated in the movies.

MRS. ALERANDER: May I raise another question? I would like
to aBk Mr. Luckman how you could arrange for movie presentations
and time on the radio, and newspapers, and so forth, wihhout divulg-
ing to the people with whom you talked, what the purposes were and
those of this Commhittee,

MR, LUCKMAN: It isn't necessagry at all to do so. It is the
same as when NMr. Wilson goes to the President of the United States
and asks him about this subject we are now talking about. He
will (1) have to go th the President and say, Mr. President, assum-
ing that you are enthusiastic about the report that you received
from our Committee, would you then be sympathetic to a nation-wide
public education program, via movies, radio, and so forth, on the
principles involved in this report? The President will tell him
yes or no. The same basic approach applies to the movies, It
would be a matter of discussion with the heads of industries.
.ssuming that the script that was submitted to them 1s satisfactory
from every standpoint, would they be agreeable to donating their
facilities, first putting it into schedule for October 1l or
whatever date and making the sale based on the premise that they
are satisfied with the script. It woulé be the_same approach with
the networks and the same with the magazines, 1t is a selling job
and a difficult job. It is not going to be anything very easy. It
is going to be a very difficult thing to do but it can be done.

The other way is to wait until September 1 and our final report
is in and then go to them and say, Here's our report and here's
what we want, here's the script. And all of this is done in
February or March of next year., You have those two choices., The
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selling job itself is much easier if we wait before starting any
work until our fimal report is in. It is also more difficult to
sell an intangible than it is to sell a tangible, but it could be
done the other way. I know Mr, Wilson will agree that it ean be
done if the right pressures and approaches are used, but it would
have to be subject to apppoval of the script itself. They all
operate on production schedules, 7You have to talk to the heads of
magazines -- assuming that we can supply the proper editorials would
you reserve in your editorial position for the month of October, an
editorial on civil rights?

and they will tell you yes or no. Then you will come along
some several months later and say, here's the editorial, and they
will determine whether they approve of it or not. If they are not
going to approve it, they won't run it. If they do approve it they
v1ll run it in October. The whole thing is a matter of timing.

MRS, ALEEANDER: Mr. Luckman, I still think you have this prob-
lem, judging from our previous experience with Hollywood with the
Springfigld plan -- they said they could not put in any Negro
teachers in the film, because there were parts of the country that
wouldn't look at the film, so there is one fleeting glance of a
Negro child in school. Now I would say that whether what Hollywood
wants to produce 1is satisfactory to us is as much a problem as
whether what we want them to present is satisfactory to them.

MR, LUCKMAN: You are just merging two things together. First,
you ask them if they will take it if they are satisfied with it.

MRS. ALEXANDER: But would we be satisfied with their script
and how will they know until we give our report to them on which
to build the script? ‘

MR, LUCKMAN: That is the second point. If you wait until
that time, then it will go into February or March.

MR. CARR: If I may interject a word on what Mrs., Alexander is
saying, I think it i1s important to give some thought to the very
great pesponsibility you assume., Every word that would be part of
the campaign could in a semse be attributed to the President's
Cormittee and In which case, as I say, the responsibility is very
great, I think you want to determine carefully if you wish to
assume that responsibility. I think the notion af a campaign is a
splendid one, If the Committee in any official sense is to sponsor
a campaign of publicity, then I do submit that your responsibility
is very great and that you should see clearly what lies ahead
before you take such a step.
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(A discussion off the record ensued.)

T™HE RIM T REVEREND SHERRILL: I thimk if you ask the President
what his reaction to it is, then we are in a position to know
whether we can go ahead,

MR. WILSON: Any objection? All right, we will do it.

RABBI GITTELSCGHN: I am sure you won't misunderstand, Mr,
Chairman, but I should like to suggest that, if possible, Mr. Luckman
may go with you in view of the fact that it is frankly his "baby",

MR. WILSON: I will be delighted,

RABBI GITTELSOHNE I feel that tne President's answer might be
considerably affected one way or another if he had more specific
information, which the man whose idea this is can give him,.

MR, WILSON: As far as I am concerned, that is fine and I will
ask for the approval of it by the President.

DR, GRAHAM: I think Mr, Luckman would make clear to the
President that the Committee is not seeldng to put him in the posi=
tion of being all dressed up to go. Let me say if we weren't the
President's Bommittee, I would vote for the proposition right now,
If we were our own committee, I would vote for your motion. I have
had a littde expericnce in presidential committees and it is very
important, whether we agree with the President or not, that we
respect his fianl responsibility. That is, suppose we get all
organized to turn on the switch and then we put it up to the
President and he desn't agree with us, I have been on committees
where the President didn't agree with the committee, It wouldn't be
fair to him for your vhole machinery of education and publicity to
be there, then put him in the position = vhether you turn on the
switch or not, Get my point? I think this Committee should make
clear to him that we are not trying to put him in the position of
refusing to turn on the switch when the report comes to him.

MR, WILSON: All right, we will do it that way. Ve will cer=-
tainly endeavor to do it that way., Whether we can or not is the
question, We can try immediately.

MRS. ALEXANDER: Would you send a messenger now?

MR. WILSON: As soon as we get started with the hearinge.

MR. LUCKMAN: Mr, Chairman, may I ask about one other thing that
pertains to our subcommittee? Would there be any objection, I just
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raise this as a matier of policy = omr subcommittee is faced with
the problem of not having available sufficient information, basic,
pertinent information on minorities and the Negro minority. Our
staff here, of course, has been extremely busy on a number of mate
ters and have given us yeoman service in lots of other things that
we reed, This particular point has slid pye In the report aht we
did present to this full Committee, we had some information there,
through my own investigational channels that we employed to do the
worke, t is so important in the finalization of our report that for
the next two weeks we would Like the staff that is directly con-
nected with our subcommittee to devote all of its time exclusively
to securing of information, factual information about other minoii-
ties, of which we have a list to supply this staff and that members
of the staff who are not directly related to our subcommittee
devote ome~third of their time, which we mresume would be our
proper allocation, during the next two weeks to this particular
endeavor of getting more basic factual information about the other
minofities, and I raise it as a policy,.

MR, CARR: I am afrald we have not properly informed you as to
the activities of the staff here. They are akepeady underway with
memoranda on the liexicamtAmericans, the Japanese-Americang, and the
Indians, and hope to produce for the Committee members data at
least on those particular minorities., If there is more that you
have in mind, I am sure that the staff can find =

MR, LUCKMAN: We want the Jewish minority included and the
Catholic minority included,

DR, GRAHAM: In some communities the Protestants are a
minoritye.

MR, LUCKMAN: That, for example, 1s the kind of thing that can
be demonstrated dramatically to the people of the United States,
For instance, in Boston few people know that the minority there is
Protestant, Very few people in the United States realize it, and
it is a very dramatic thing and very important. That is why we want
this kind of infomation, but Mr., Carr, if I might say this, this is
a dif ferent thing from what you are working on., I am asking for
approval of the policy whereby those assigned to the Committee
devote the next two weeks exclusively to this, and those members of
that staff who are general to all the subcommittees devote one-
third, at least one-tnird of their time,

MR. CARR. I am afraid that is rather rigid way of putting it.
We are trying to use the staff to the maximum usefullness, We
have assigned people in terms of their personal ability. We have a
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somewhat varied staff —— members of tne statf have dififerent back-
grounds ana training; we have one young lady, a Ph.D. in Anthropology
— a wonderful person on Japanese~Americans or lexican-—Americans,
that sort of thing.

DH. GRAHAM: Wouldn't you say what you are doigg and asking for
is the optimum use of the staff toward this end?

MR. LUCKMAN: I would say the poimts are very well taken, If
you feel that due to the pressure of other equal or more important
assignments that at the end of two weeks you can't give us the come
prehensive report on all of these minorities, would you advise me,
then I will have it done on the outside, We need it, We have to
have the infommation in our work and we have to have it relatively
soon, so that if you have more pressing problems atl I should ask is
to be advised, Let me know whatever time you can give it, Tell me
what you can devote, andé vhat grounds you can cover,

KR. CARR: We can give you a great deal of service; we are
already will into these areas,

MRS. ALEXANDER: If Mr, Iuckman has means of obtaining informa-
tion he desires, couldn't he assign those people to Dr. Carr? I
should think that it would raise a prbblem, to have our committees
having work done, for example, from Mr, Wilson's office or Bishop
Sherrill's office,

MR, LUCKMAN: I'd like to submit that I don't think that raises
any problem, unless you have heard of any that I have caused. A lot
of things that went into the report of the subcommlittee were done as
a result of investigation work of people that we put on the jobes I
don't think we upset any members of the Committee, It isn't that
kind of work. 411 we do is - we may hire ten people to go to the
libraries to go over whatever information is available and gather

the information. it is a physical job, that of accumulating informa
tion.

MRS. ALEXANDER: MY thought is that if they are working for
this Committee, first they should be working under Dr, Carr and
that does not come from any suggestion other than it came out of my
own minde Secondly, if I wanted someone to work for the Committee
I should certainly ask the CommRttee if I might have the privilege
of having them work for the Committee., If they were working for the
Committee, I think they would get better reception at public places
when they did come as representatives of the Committee,

MR, LUCKMAN: I don't see what the issue is.
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RABBI GITTELSOHN: If Mr, Luckman nseds certain information and
rather than bother the staff he sends his secretary to the Boston
Public Library and says, "Please look up the following for me," does
he have to send Dr, Carr a wire first?

MR. CARR: I am a little troubled, Rabbi Gittelsohye I do think
that in setting up a staff, you made that staff responsible for your
research, and if part of the research is done outside the staff
offices, then I think at least the staff woudd want to be excused
from any responsibility for the information that is obtained. I
May say I think it is a little more serious than Mr. Iukkmsn
realizes, There was one young lady who made the rounds here in
Washington, idmntifhing herself as a member of the staff of the
Committee, and we got a kick back from the agency because we had
the day before submitted an almos identical request for information
and they were confused as to Just what story was whate I concede
that we cleared up the situation with no great harm done, Of couree
I would not presume to tell the members of the Committee how
they should obtain their information, but I say that I would at
least want to be excused from the responsibility myself, for any-
thing that is not done by the Committee's staff,

MRS, ALEXANDER: Perhaps I didn't make myself clear, but I
think our files should contain the basis for all information which
is submitted, otherwise we might read the report of your Committee
and say, "On vhat did they base these? Where 1s it" We are
depending upon this staff for any kickbacks that might come, as any
information has to be based upon proper facts.

MR. LUCKMAN: I think that is right, the point is very wlll
taken. Any work done should then be authenticated for the staff, 1
quite agree, 1 am completely prepared to drop any worke

MRS. ALEXANDERs I think if you want help, Mr. Luckman, as I
say since you have people available, couldn't they be assigned so
that their work might be part of the files of this Committee?

MR. LUCKMAN: If it is agreeable to Dr. Carr and to all of you,
I assure you that any people we do put on do not (a) identify them-
selves in any way with the committee and (b) that any material and
all material whether used or not will be submitted to Dr. 8arr —
does that hake care of the sitnation? If it doesn't I am quite
willing to drop the whole thing because what I am talking about is
not only not easy but an expensive thing for our company. <t is a
relatively small contribution that we would like to make. This 1is
in no way critical of tne staff, I think the staff has more
than it can possibly do now and is doing a marvelous job in every way
tnat we have asked them to do it, but you have always in operations




1
1
!
3

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on .
Civil Rights

-258~

of this kind or in other situations where you need something and need
it at a certain time. If the work is done properly, I fail myself to
see wny me should refuse to accept any outside helps 1 am in come
plete agreement that anything that is done should be submitted to

Dr. Carr,

MR, WILSON: I don't think the:e is any question about that last
part, 'he question in my mind is whether the staff is going to be
able to proddce this additional information that the Committee wants
and in the next two weeks., Do you feel, Dr, Carr, that the staff is
up to that. You get some idea of :he magnitulide, it seems to me, by
the demand as made of the proportion of the staff used.

MR. CARR: That is within the realm of possibility. I am not
sure I know what is wanted; it is certainly possible as to the
smaller minorities, the Indians, the Japanese-Americans, the Mexican-
Americans. When you begin talking about the Jewish group and the
Catholic group, and the Protestant group, that is rather ill-
defined, 9 st how much infarmation would be wanted about the situa-
tion in those three areas would govern my answer as to what could be
dore in two weeks. There is an awful lot that could be done,

THE RIGET REVEREND SHERRILL: It seems to me to be administra-
tive matters that we can't decide here, Can't we leave it to al
conference of Mr, Luckman and Dr. Carr to work out?

DR. GRAHAM: I so move,

MRS. ALEXANDER: I second it.

MH., WILSON: No objection? We will try to work it out,.

We have an obligation here to these folks that we have asked to
come, We are fifteen minutes late now, I think we ought to bring
them in,

("hereupon, the business meeting adjourned at 10:45 ae. me, and

the Committee remained in session for furhter hearings which fol-
lowed immediately.)
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STATEMENT OF ALEXANDER Fo MILLER
Atlanta, Georgia

Southern Representative of the Anti-Vefamation
League, of the B'nai B'rith

MR. WIISON: Members of the Commission, we have with us this
mornigg Mr. Alexander F, Miller, who is the Southern Representative
of the Anti-Defamation League of the B'nai B'rith, I think, Mr.
Miller, you have been advised that we would like to have you make
such statement as you desire, and then if it is agreeable to you we
would like to ask you some questions about the information we are
desirous of obtaining.

MR, MILLER: Mr, Gudstadt, who is the Director of the Antise
Uefamation League, was supposed to be here this morning, and unfor-
tunately he suffered a neart attack yesterday. I don't think it is
too serious but he is not in very good condition today. He was
supposed to have a statement here with him, properly mimeographed
according to instructions given to us by dr, Carr. Unfortunately
it is not available., I will ask you for your permission, however,
on behalf of the Anti-Defamation League, to have presented in writ-
ten form in the near future, through Mr. Carr to the Lommission, two
memoranda, one the general positive educational program in which the
league is engaged, the other our interpretation of possible legisla-
tion which might be taken or recomended by the Commission., *f that
is satisfactory?, those memoranda will be forth coming within the week
or two,.

MR. WIISON: You will send them to Mr. Carr,

MR. MILLER: Now, i can speak just very briefly and give you a
little picture of the Anti-Defamation League, and probably with too
much emphasis on the South because that is the place where 1 have
been working for the past five years, I speak with some trepidation
about the South because we have Dr. Graham and Mrs, Tilly here, who
know a good deal more about it than I doe

The Anti-Uefamation League was started in 1908, by B'nai B'rith
which is a large Jewish lodge organization. It has about 2§6,000
members now, I believe, The Anti-Defamation League is not a very
good name for the organization as it stands today. It started ori-
ginally because of the sensitivity on the part of a number of Jewish
people to certain caricatures which were appearing on the stage and
screen at that time, but as the years have gone by, I think that we
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all realized that the problems of human relations affection all

groups were much more important than merely an outlook as to the
prctection of rights of one singie group, so our propram has

expanded greatly and we have been working in the fi2ld of human
relations, I think our office in the South perhaps is the best
illustration of that point, There is, probably, from bhe observations
and the evidence that we have, less tension or less animus against the
Jewish group in the South than against a number of other groups,
certainly less than against the Negro, Certainly there is less
tension than is involved in the current capital-labor controversy,
There appears to be in certain sections of the South more animus
aganist the Catholic than against the Jew, and so we have become
involved really in the entire problem of human reiations and fighting
those forces vhich we feel are anti-democratic, We try to o thnis

job in three separate ways, One is through a program of education whicnh
againX is divided into two parts., The first part of the program is
what you might term "mass education," mass information for democracy
through mass meida, We use the distribution of literature, the press,
advertisements, billboards, and so forth. A1l these things will be
outlined in the memoranda. And then there is a second type —

DR. GRAHAM: You say you are using all those media now or gre
you suggesting? '

MR. MILLER: No, we are using #il these media now,
DR. GRAHA¥.: You didn't mention movies,

Mr. MILLER: Well, there has been some very good work done in
the figld of moving picture. I believe the United States Amy
has done the best work in the field of movie than any other group.

MR. WILSON: You have movies that you are putting on yourself,
or are you influencing them generally?

MR, MILLsR: The only movies that we have had anything to do
with, as far as I know, are the ones that we have put out ourselves,
and there again it has been a cooperative #ffort, the nNational

Conference of Christians and Jews, for instance, on the subjet of
brotherhood.

DR. GRAHAM: ‘hey have used the radio a great deal.
MR, MILLeR: That's right, and we of course cooperate with all

the other groups. t is not a lone effort by any means. I am glad
to say it is a very cooperative effort,
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The second phase of our program is dedicated just as a number
of other groups are dedicaved, to working within our own group. We
recogni,e that very frankly our own group has many prejudices, par-
ticularly through our B'nai B'rith lodges, which are located all
over the douth, toward explaining the problems of otner groups. I
stay away from the words "minority group."® I don't like the part-
icular words because there are so many groups in this country. It
has been our observation that younger men coming back from the service
have a healtnier attitude., in our own group, on general problems
than their parents before them and seemed to have learned a great
deal by their Army experience, I am glad to say that many otner
groups are making great progress there, tool I know the splended
work that Mrs, 1illy has done. secently the Baptist women have been
in touch with us for a good deal of our general educational material,
lhey, too, have distributed material among tneir own group,

Another area of our work is involved in the field of individual
cases, Now here we operatg® in two ways, first, particularly within
our own group and probleme involving Jewish people; secondly, there
is a good deal of cooperative effort in dealing with the problem of
negro discrimination, Ve cooperate with many other groups, and put
our heads together in working out some of these various problems,

Then a final phase of our effort is that of fact finding, try- *
ing to determine what the so-called subersive groups are up to, what
is the situation with regard to the strength of these groups who are
the animus of democracy, what the Klan is up to, what are the
Columbians up to? Do tne newspaper headlines tell tne entire story
or do they really have little strength and influence few people.

In regard to this, I would ldke to read t you a short summary
which has just been prepared by the Anti-Defamation League regarding
the status of the so-called organized groups throughout tne country,

lhe clear defeat of Nazi Germany did not mean the destruction
of these organizations which are organized on a world-wide basis.
Virtually tne same local forces are ggain at work, having gone under-
ground during the hostilities, and having recently emerged they are
today bolder &hd as active as ever, Their attitude is that war is
over and that they are free once more to act and talk without
restraint, On the other hand, their anti~-Semitic and anti-negro
activities during the period under review were offset by strong,
positive action on tne part of the American people who are becoming
increasingly aware of tne dangers injjerent in group prejudice., As
an aside, I testified almost three hours yesterday evening before
Committee Number 3, and unfortunately during that three hours ail I
was able to present was the negative side of the picture of what is
happening in the South. There is a great deal happening in the
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South, there is a great deal to be said on the positive side, There
are some fine things happening all over the country to give us hope
and make us feel that the situation is pretty .ood, ana that the
American people for the most part are aware of the forces which are
working against democracy, and are wiliing to take sides if they are
given the proper facts, A section of the gpopulation, however, con-
tinues to be infected with prejudice against religious and racial
minorities. A large number of professionally anti-Semitic and
otherwise umslmeirican organizations, although negligible in prestige
and influence, continue unababed. 'hile these forces of bigotry
appear to have no nationwide organization or leader permanently in
command, there is strong evidence of close assistance and coopera-
tion among the various ultra-~national organizations,.

For example, when Mr., Loomis of tne Columbians, came down to
Atlanta to organize his little group, he immediately kmew the people
in the community to contact., He contacted Emery Burke, who, back in
1935 was connected with the Nazi Bund, He comtacted a man named
James Shift, who started a small hate group, called the Commoner
Party., He knew various individuals and these people know each other
through frequent correspondence, lhese agencies are distinguishable
from their predecessors only by thelr new propaganda themes; while
these groups seem unable to attract a substantial following, they
continue their frantic efforts and their hate-filled sensationlism,
The greates® stumbling block in the past year was an informed publiec
opinion which stressed its opposition to them through the press,
radio, and pulpit. As a result, hate groups failed to make real
headqay and I would say that today these hate groups are at dhe low=-
est ebb in the last ten or perhaps twelve years, as far as the
information reaching us is concerned,

Organized bigotry is supported by the literature of more than
forthy-seven regular propaganda publications, in addition to a iarge
volume of miscellaneous anti-democratic leaflets and pamphlets and
books., The professional bigots have relied in large part upon the
printed part because of ability to make us of special mailing pri-
vileges which are allowed to the general press by the United States
Post Office Lepartment, Clearly, if anti-democratic propaganda is
allowed to go through the United States mails, it should at least be
denied special postal rates., As it is, the American taxpayer is in
effect partially underwriting the cost of this activity. ‘

I see that I have taken up about twenty minutes of time. I am
really qualified to speak mostly for the Southern area, and I
imagine that the two memoranda which will be submitted will supplement
much of what I have said.

MRS, TILLY: I want to ask, Mr., Miller, if there isn't danger
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now from the fact that the forces that are fighting orgenized lsebor
ere meking use of these orgenizations, and the fact that pOliticsl
campeigns will use them?

MR. MILLER: I might answer the second part of your question -

first, regarding political campaigns. Yes, according to the evidence
thut we have redeived in the last few weeks, I am very much afraid
that the forthcoming political campaign in Georgia particularly, and
also probably in Mississippi, will see rawe hate reised to a new
piteh and I say sdvisedly it is going to be used by purely cold,
calculating cynical people as & political weapon., The evivence has
reached us in the form of scurrilous leaflets concerning the Hegro,
which are slready appearing. This 1s only 1947 and the campaign
doesn't take place until the spring of 1948, The evidence of the
Klan, which is not a strong organizetion in the South today, is that
it is being desperately organized all over Georgia, establishing
chapters in every hamlet and crossroad in order to do just one

thing - raise hatred of the Negro to as high a level as possi-
ble s0 that political capital can be made in the next cempaign. It is
something that is worrying us all a great deal, 4t is not an

esgy situation to meet., I was just informed this morning that our
present Governor Thompson has come out for the White Supremacy Bill.
That illustrates the politicul problem involved,

The only thing that we have been able to figure out by way of
answer is that if we can start somehow or someway the same sort of
crusade that was started last year against the Klen and the Colum=

’ bians, by many groups working togetler, and in denouncing the whole
racial issue as being a phony issue, before the political campaign
starts, before the other side has time to whip it into a terrifically
bad issue =-

MRS, ALEXANDER: Mre Miller, where do you think this money cores
from to finance the Columbians and these other Broups?

MR. MILLGR: I don't think they are getting much money today.
The Columbians are washed up. The public opinion was so strong that
within one month they were through, long before the legal action
took place. Thet was the final nail in the coffin, They were
sterving. Gerald L. K. Smith recently ceme to Georgia, Douglas,
Georgia, which is a rural territory and usuelly goes to white
supremacy, and the people in Douglas rose up in arms egainst him,
He attracted & total of sixty-eight people to his meeting, of which
about t.irty-eight were observers, He didn't even bother to make &
collection. The same treatment was accorded to him recently in
Texas, He is just not getting money. There is no evidence that
the Klan is riding high financially, or even gaining new members,
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MRS, ALEXANDER: You said they are sending litereture., wWhere do
they get the money?

MR. MILLKR: ome of this literqture, I feel, comes from poli-
tical sources,

DR. GRAHAM: Who contk¥ibutes to the literature?

MR. MILLER: Various individuals who have it distributed by

Klan forces. I have an item here which was distributed by an indi-
viduel who, I think represents a certain political faction. Some
crackpots distribute an awful lot of leterature, There is an old
man living down in a little Georgia town who took the picture which
originally appeared in the AMSTLRDAM NEWS, of Negro soldiers
embrecing white girls in London, England, and sent that all over
Georgia. That subsequently was reprinted in a political publica-
tion -~ just a picture alone -- and that is enough to do a great
deal of damage,

DR. GRAHAM: What is the Jewish population in the South, what
percentage?

MR. MILLEZR: In Georgia there about 25,000 out of 3,000,000, a very

small percentage. I think the total for the South might wall be under
one percent.

MRS. ALEXANDER: Has the Anti-defemation lesgue mede any effort
to gzet Hollywood to put on a movie which would affect race relations?

MR, MILLER: I am not entirely qualified to answer that ques-
tiOno

(4 discussion off the record ensued.)

DR. GRAHAM: Does your organization havé working arrangements
with the Southern Regional Council?

MR. MILLER: Yes., .8 a mutter of fact we meet informally
about, I guess, once every two weeks or so with the representatives
of all organizations working in the field of humean relations, just
to discuss mutual problems end exchenge thoughts,

DR. GR2zH'M: Do representatives of labor unions participate in
those meetings?

MR. MILLER: I would say yes in a limited way. There is one
person sitting in with us who has a very close affiliation with toth
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labor gsroupse.
DR. GRAHAM: Does the Committee for Georgia participate?
(Answer and ensuing discussion off the record.)

DR, GRABAM: What is the difference petween the Tulmadge white
primary end the Thompson white primery?

MR. MILLER: #8 nearly as I can find oui, the Thompson white
primary is just a weasel-worded errangement by Thompson which means
practically nothing.,

DR. GRAHAM: BHe denounced the Talmadge White Bnpremacy Law,

MR, MIIIER: All he wants is & white primary where white people
would put their ballots in one box and the Negroes put theirs in
another box,

MRS, TILLY: So that they wouldn't stand in line together, I
SUpPpOSE,

MR, MILLER: It was Just segregation at the polls, no effort at
disenfrenchisement,

DR. GRAHAM: In the Talmadge white primary, did he disengran-
chise?

MR. MILLER: Yes, definitelyl

MRS, TILLY: Mor than that, he disenfrenchised every person who wq
wayn't for Talmadge. White people were disenfranchised,

MRS . ALEXANDER: Mre Miller, what do you think this Committee
can do to help your Anti-Defemation Lesgne or other organizations
working with you?

MR, MILIER: I won't answer that in the field of legislation
because our collective viewpoint will be established in these memo-
randa, and that is a highly technicel field, and Mr. Meslow knows
it very much better than I do. There are two things that I think
could well be done, 7I'll have to amplify this a little bit, I am
sOrry. One reason that the heads of the Columbians were importent
to us, even though they were absolutely insignificent individuals,
was that they were able to go into & tension ares and get a follow-
ing. Now, there are housing tensions in every city in the ~outh.
We haven't had a flere-up in housing areas -- that is, the areas of
white and Negro housing adjoing each other except at Atlanta,
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Ga. These charaecters picked on stlanta, Ga. In other wogds, where
they have that tension situation people cen go in and get a foll ow=-
ing and form an orgsnizetion. Every lynching can be foretold by
competent observers on the spot. It takes time to build up sen ti-
ment for a lynching. Those don't occur ovemight. Isn't that true?

MRS. TILLY: Yes,

MR. MILIER: I would say that if this Committee could hold
hearings like this in every tension aree -- let's say, hold hearings
next week in Georgie all through the State, you would have the sup=-
port of the organizations and support of the prees %o p@roperly cover
it, pointing up this entire fact of race issue, it would do & great
deal of good in informing the public of just what the issues are. I
feel also thet through your fiseld representatives, if you hexe any,
you could serve as an excellent catalytic agent for all the private
organizations and the governmental agenéies which are working in
particular areas, to try to get them to mold their efforts as
closely togetler as possible, Those are the two suggestions that I
would meke, :

DR. GRAHAM: You say that lynching sentinent builds up and
ien't just a development overnight? I wonder if, in that kind of
situation, any effort hes been made at any time to advise the
Regionel F.B.I. that such and such a situation, in such and aich a
community, looks like it is building up to a lynching? Has the
F.B.I. ever investigated prior to the actual occurence of a lynching
when the situation looked as though it might develop into e lynching?

MR, MILL=R: I don't know; our orgenization doeasn't have the
facilitiea the Southern Regional Council does for learning about the
building up procesa.

MR, WIISON: Anything to bring out the facts and the truth.

MRS. TILLY: Yes, it has been done, not oftentimes but once in
e while, At two or three o'clock in the night we will be called by
the Associated Press thet such and such a spot somevrere in the
Aovuth, something has happened or something is liable to happen. We
immediately get in touch with the F.B.I. in that situation.

MR, MILLER: Incidentelly on that point, the police of megy
southern communities have made great forward astrides, and the popu-
lation, too, doesn't get as excited in many communities as tiey lmve
in the past. I recall a case only recently in Savannah, Ga.,
where a man was found dead 'in an eutomobile parked outs. de of town,
A seventeen-year-old girl Wwho kas been with him wes picked up and
she claimed that a Negro hed killed him end raped her, amd a Negro
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was arrested and put in the Savennah jeil by the police. There weas
no excitement through the town at ell. He just remained in jedl 1l end
then the police weren't satisfied at all with her story and found
after questioning her three or four days esnd with smme good police
work, that she had killed this man and thet she was just accusing

8 Negro, I'd say a number of years ago, if that hed happened in the
sams community, there might well have been & lynching or attempéed
lynching, but there was just no excitement, and there are a lot of
casew like that, too.

RABBII. GITTELSOHN: I was concerned by your picutre of the way
the efforts of Hollywood don't get anywhere in the South ai mply
because the people boo them off the screen. 1 presume that recep-
tion would be tendered to other efforts, not only to motion pic-
tures, Have you any suggdstions to make as to how we can reach
tha e people in the first place? The most effective propaganda in

the world won't do anything in the South if we cantt get it to the
recipients who need it. Do you have any suggestions along that line?

MR. MILLER: Well, of course my first suggestion was these p
public hearings to be held all bver the South. I don't know if you
gentlemen could teke enough time from your businesses, but it would
be very effective because you would get terrific coverage in the
local communities, and the people do read the ress., These people
are being reached to a great degree, to a larger degree, than we
even thinkl All sorts of efforts are being mede a} all sorts of
levels, and all sorts of good things are happenéng. Unfortunstely,
in a presentation like this you tend to give the bad side of the
picture, but I have jotted down about seven pages of notes on just
incidents of good things thet have happened over the State within
the lest few months., The press and radio reach all levels of the
people, and during the Columbien cempaign we had evidence tmt the
Columbisns appealed to the class that was most underprivileged and
lived in the worst slums, and yet the public ppessure was such {thet
it went right down to the lowest level, and I could tell you some
stories of how members of the Columbians d4opped out just because
of public pressure on them and because of tke educational job that
the newspapers had done,

MR. LUCKMAN: May I ask you in that connection somet.ing atout
which I am conflused, If the press and/or rgdio, through the wri tten
word and the spoken word, portrayed the same scene that was booed
in the movie, would it be accepted in the press and radio?

MR, MIILER: ‘The press, I would say, has been the moat cow ageous
of all the mass media in the South. In the South the press as a
whole has been very good. The radio has steered eway from getting
into controversy, but of course the redio hears & great many
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national programs emsnating from the North, amd they cen't just
censor words here and there, and there isn't any direct r esponse
from the sudience in radio as it is in the movie, It may be that
the movie exhibitors are most sensitive and need more courage. They
just seem to be afraid to tackle the issue and the censors in the
various towns alsov are very atrict about what will be shwon. They
are being very, very careful to see that controversial subjects
don't reach the screen,

MR. LUCKMAN: Tehn you would think this editarial meterial
could be more easily disseminated via newspapers and radio thaa the
moviea?

MR. MITLLER: Yea, there have been & number of progrems broad-
cast locally in the South. We recently invited the Council of
Church Women to gpeask on & radio program and they brought a Negro
member to speak with them, There was absolutely no public protest,
but maybe our program has nut much of a locel rating, I don't know,

MRS, TILLY: Well, there was some protest., We are getting sore
letters.

MR, MILIER: I didn't know esbout that. 4t is not serious. It
wasn't serious enough for the racio station to come to us and say
"Please don't repeat thet proRramw,

DR. GRAHAM: The churches themselves, Mr, Miller, are being
bold in thaet whole area?

FR. MILLER: Dr. Grsham, they have made terrifiec strides. TiB
Southern Baptist Convention, which first went on record just atout
a y ar ego in Miemi -~ 8@nd they represent sixt to seventy prcent
of the white people in the South ==

DR. GRAHAM: Over fifty percent -- fifty percent of the cawch
members.,

MR. MILLER: I accept the qualification, They went on record
very strongly against the Klen. Thet waes almost their first s tep,
and since then at Savanneh, Ga., when they held their Georgie State
Convention, they came out with a very strong resolution against
race hate and against the groups that whip up rasce hate, They were
led on the floor by the Reverend Joseph Raburn, who is a very
interesting character and Pastor in Talmedget's church in McRae, Ga,
Tehn st isheville, N. C., the Southern Baptist State Convention met
and passed some very strong resolutions condemning race hate and
even went on record in favor of the ¥,E.,P.C., 2lthough in one or two
days they were flooded by telegrams and they revoked théair stamd on




HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
On 1Y
Civil Rights

-263=

that -- but it wem a terrific step forward, The Methodists mve
always been in the forefront. I'd say that the duurch leaders, in
my experience, have been the real leaders and are the reasl legders
today throughout the South.

MR. WILSON; You have been very helpful and given us some prac-
tical suggestions snd lines of t ought to pursue. Thank you very
rmuch ,

DR. GRAHAM: The Episcopsl Church heas been a leader,

MR. MILLER: The Episcopal Church has been outstm dihge.

DR. GRAHAM: For a longer period,

MR, MILLER: That's so0.

THE RIVHT REV. SHERRILL: What do you find about the Catholie
Church?

MR. MILLER: Wherever the Catholic Church e s beem stroigest,
I think you find a better situation., There seems to be less tensl on
in most sections of the south.
THE RIGHT REV. SHERRILL: What about the Presbyterian Chur ch?
MR. MILLER: Ask Dr. Graham sbout Charley Jones of Chapel Hill,
MR. WILSON: You have covered the waterfront.

DR. GR:HAM: I think that is one of the most hppeful things,
That is a long haul.

MR. WILSON: Thank you very much, Mr, Miller,

(Witness excused.)

STATEMENT OF WILL MASLOW
Representative of the American Jewish Congress

MR, WILSON: Mr, Will Meslow is a representutive of the American
Jewish Congress, We are glad to heve you with us, and to have you
make your statement; and then we would like the privilege of asking
you questions, too.

MR. MASLOW: Thank you sir., I am very grateful for the oppor-
tunity to come here, and I prepered a perhaps over-long and detailed
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statement of recommendations which I have turmred over to your Staff
Research Director., The program of the American Jewish Congress is
quite different from that of the snti-Defamstion leagne, TFar one
thing, we do not engege in the investigetion of subwersive groums .
We avoid groupification. Secondly, we don't engage in the so-
called educational progrems, One resson is that we have very little
faith in the effectigeness of such programs and, secondly, we
believe that what value there is in such work is now being hemdled
by ot her agencies. The Cormission on Law and Social Action, as one
of the operating agencies of the American Jewish Congress, utilizes
the force of law end social control in fighting against recism, and
the approach, therefore, is essentially a legal and legisletive
approach,

At the seame time, I hope this Committee will not fall into the
error of believing that all the problems of civil ri ghts cen be
enforced merely by enacting new laws, I think that much more cone-

sideration hes to be given to the existing enforcem nt of federal

civil rights laws, end I sqy %o you fremkly that if we had as poor
enforcerent under our new lews as we have under the present laws,
we would gain yery little,

We suffer today from a timid, unimaginative enforcemant of our
federal civil rights lews., The creation of the Civil Rights Section
of the Department of Justine in 1939 was a tremendous step forward.
It represented the real izstion that a specialized unit with exclusive
responsibilities in this field was necessary, But the section

hdas been staffed with only & token force of about six attorneys,
without regional offices. All the wrk is done in Weshington,
without even regional representatives a field investigatars, with
no facilities for independent investigation, and is compelled to rely
on the ofttimes grudging cooperation of Southern United States
Distriet Attorneys ror the prosecution of its test cases,

I =g not blind to the difficulties that they face in this unit.
These difficulties would heve hampered a zeslous unit; they Iave
rendered almost ineffective a timid unit. From 1939 to 1947, dmr-
ing the years that unit has been in existence, only 178 prosecutions
have been obteined i{n 131 cases, and even that presents a better
picture than the facts warrant, because very few sentences
of any severity have been impas ed, end in some shocking cases the
defendants have been acquitted; in other cases they have been leét
off with hominal fire s end even worse, many times the section s
failed to take action.

Now on Jmuary 3 of this year, a Senate Committee, the Special
Senate Committee to Investigate Senatorial Expend tures tavestigated
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emd reported on the Missippippi primery in July of 1946. Both the
majority and minority reports pointed out violations of existing
federal rights. For exemple, here is the repart of the majority
sigmd by two Soutke rn Senators and one Senator from a border state,
in which the report quotes from the testimony: The Cheirmsn: (he

is questioning an election official of Mississippi) "To be truth-
ful about it, you made it a little harder for colored to register
than the whites, isn't that tnue"? Mre. ¥Field: "That'as right."

The minority report of course goes much further, amd I would

like to read one paragraph of that report: "rhe record further

shows that many Negroes who mustered enough courage to preseht theme
selves to register were prevented from registering by artifices,
procrastination, deceit, snd outright refusal to register on the part
of white election officiala.s Of the Negroes who succeaded in regise
tering, but a smell fraction actually wemt to the polls to vote, and
of those that went to the polls, several were beaten up by the whites,
others were mrevented from placing their ballots in the ballot box
and were forced to hand the ballots to an election official, such
ballots then being placed in chasllenge envelopes,”

What has the Civil Rights Unit done about this finding by a
Senatorial Committee? There is no dispute as to the law, This was
a federal election, Here are offenses by State officials. We
haven't seen the slightest indicution of any interest on the part of
the Civil Ritha Unit.

Now, I say to you, before we spend more time trying to igprove
the federal statutes, desigi:d to protect the suffrage we have =

DR. GRAHAM: What is the page of that report?
MR, MASIOW: Repaxrt No. 1, the 80th Congress, First Session,
DR, GRAHAM: The psage?

MR, MASIOW: The first was on page 7, the second quotation from
the minority repart was on page 20,

Now, it seems unmistakable in readi ng that report, and the
minority makes the charge in so meny words, that Senator Bilbo
violated at least four federal statutes, Even the mesjority indi-
cakes violation. Yet nothing has been done by the Departme nt
of Justice to prosecute this clear-cut manifestation of an effbrt
to disenfranchise Negroes.

This i8 not a timidity that is inherent in the Department of
Justice, and I recall to the Committee that in the 1920ts the
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Department of Justice prosecuted Senator Newberry for violation of
the election laws. I submit to you that one prosecution of Senator
Bilbo by the Depertment of Justice would do more to protect Negro
suffrege in the South than & hundred thousand truckloads of educea-
tionel materiale.

Let me just take & moment to explain or recite some of the other
cgses pending before the Civil Rights Unit. You will recall the
Tseac Vioodard case, the Negro veteran who was blinded when & South
Cerolina Police Chief assaulted him. Now regardless of the merit of
thet cese, and I understend there is some disagreement as to whether
or not the police chief was engzged in legitimate self-defense, I'd
like to quote to you the newspaper account of what the Federel Dis-
trict Attorney szid in summing up to the jury. He said, "I was only
doing my job, and whetever verdict you gentlemen bring, the Govern-
ment will be satisfied."™ How can you expect a conviction, particu-
larly from a2 Southern jury, when the sworn officers of the Federal
Government take that attitude, and how long would law and order
exist in society, if the same attitude was manifested in other types
of criminal cases? Thet is one of the central problems, I submit,
that this Commission must grepple with —— the grudging cooperation of
local attorneys.

Even where convictions have been obtained, sentences have been
so smell as to constitute judiciel condonation of crimes. There
have been twenty-five dollar fines in election cases. Police offi-
cers, sheriffs who heve whipped prisoners have been let off with
suspended sentences.

I think the Depeartment of Justice has & duty there, too. The
Lttorney General is able, by public statement, to call attention to
these lax sentences, and to apply some pressure to judges who treat
these cases so lightly.

MR. WILSON: Federsl judges?
MR. MASLOW: Federal judges, yes, sir.

Nor have the investigations by the F.B.I. been such as to com-
mend confidence and respect. As you know, the Civil Rights Section
hes no investigating authorities of its own and in all of its big
ceses it must rely upon an F.B.I. investigation. The F.B.I., which
nas been able to crack espiongge and counterfeit rings, was unable
in the Monroe, Ga., lynching case to track down a mob of twenty
masked men who shot down four Negroes in cold blood, when an entire
county must have been aware of the identity of the killers. I sug-
gest to the Committee that it might be of interest even to them to
request the Civil Rights Section to furnish the report of the F.B.T.

CONFIDENTTAL
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in thet cezce and to examine it to see whether or not there was an
adeguate investigation. I suggest further to this Committee that it
make = thorough investipgation of ths enforcement of the Civil Rights
Section. Vhether or not you have subpoena power, I would question
ll of the attorneys in the Civil Rights Unit. On the whole they
have been zealous and loyal servants of the Government. GQuestion
them a2bout the enforcement of the Civil Rights Unit. I suggest that
this is a task to which the Commission should give top priority.

Now I have a few other suggestions with respect to enforcement
of the Civil Rights law. One is to creste a Civil Rights Division
insteud of a section. That would enable the Division to get a
lerger staff to be maintzined by an zssistent attorney generel of
greater stature. It means that sslaries would be higher, the Divi-
sion would be entitled to more respect. Obviously we are never
going to enforce new laws with a handful of attorneys sitting in
Mzshington covering an arez thet is more than & thousand miles long.

DR. GRAH:IM: Does that affect regional offices?

MR. MLSLOW: My next recommendstion is that such s division
should obviously meintein regional offices and representatives
throughiout the South. I can't understand how any Government agency
in doing this type of work, functions without regional offices. It
is folly to expect the criminal statutes to be enforced by forwarding
complaints through the maill for hundreds of miles. Then after the
complaint has been received, we have the following steps -- the per-
son who received the complaint and lists it, takes it to the head of
the section, presumably for en F.B.I. investigation. He will take it
to the head of the Criminal Division and request concurrence. The
hezd of the Criminzl Division is s busy individual, administering a
lzrge program with hundrads of attorneys. After that is done they
will go to a special assistant in the attorney's office likewise in
charge of many problems. After he has received the concurrence of
these people, the request is submitted to the Director of the F.B.I.,
and then it goes down to the regional offices.

How can you expect to enforce criminal statutes when you observe
such protocol? I can't see why the Civil Liberties Section or Civil
Liberties Division should not be empowered directly to ask the
regional offices of the F.B.I., located throughout the country, to
naXxe immediate investigation whenever they need it, and they then
%will not be faced with the idea of finding witnesses. These regional
offices should be meintained by native Southerners, and we have very
good experience in the Civil Rights Unit, of the native Southerners
who have been heart and soul behind this work, and their presence
there would stimulate better State enforcement.

CONFIDENTIAL




ISP

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
On 1Y
Civil Rights

CONFIDRENTIAL

Now wheravar the Civil Rights Sectinn belisves that it would
t zet full cooperation from the local United Stztes Attoruney,

D
Q

they hove o very simple expedisat, 2nd that is to have the Attorney
Gener:l Zesignate =z special prosecutor. You will recall that when,
T belizve it was during the prosecution of the Harlem County elec-
tisn frzud, =z spzclzl prosecutor was designated., If a person of
distinguished revutztion is chosen, he, too, can circumvent efforts
of loczl groups to block prosecution.

I believe that the Department of Justice should do more than
i1t is doing to encoursge witnesses in the South who are so easily
intimideted. That can be done by freguent stutements by the
titorney General, and by the Dirzctor of the F.B.T. Then, when
Eilbn 13 prosecutad, witnessss in the South will not be terrified.

Now, the Unit has always been content to confine its efforts to
criminal prosecution, and has not been aware of or has not been
2ble %o use other powers which it has. There is no reason, for
example, why the section could not sue for declaratory judgment,
why they could not bring suits for injunction, why they could not
file briefs as a friend of the court. We know that throughout the
Cecuth thers =sre wholesale flag-raznters who circumvent the recent
vhite supremtcy court ruling out the white primary. Why shonld pri-
vale rersons be compellad to bring these test cases? Why shouldn't
thz Depzriment of Justice begin mili-ant action against these people
who announce openly that they intend to circumvent the rulings of
the Supreme Court? Recenily in a restrictive covenant suit brought
there, the attorney of the State of California filed a brief as a
friend of the court im which he urged the court that in his under-
st=nding the restrictive covenant was illegal.

MR. WILSON: Just for the record, just to keep the record
straight, in these cases that you are talking about, would the
Federzl Department have jurisdiction?

MR. MASLOW: It wouldn't meke any difference whether it was
federzl or not. The Department of Justice would merely ask leave as
12 friend of the court to file a brief and the court would no doubt
grant that request. You don't have to be a perty, sir, to file a
brief as a friend 8f the court. The Department of Justice has fre-

cuently done it in other tyges.of litigation but the_ Civil Rights
Section by the use of that”device can be of great help in many 1iti-

gations. There is a suit now pending in Texas brought by a Negro

to compel admission to the Law School. We would like to hear from
the Department of Justice in that case. You avoid some of the diffi-
culties, and I admit there ere many, in getting a conviction in the
South.

CONFIDENTIAL
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Now, T belisve that those proposuls are more important than
legislative progoszls. I don't think that the problem of the
snforcement of existing civil laws, can be strengthened a great desl
by legislation. Perhaps the stetutes do need some tinkering. It
seems to me that the fundamental weekness of the statutes arises from
luck of consititutional power, and that weskness cannot be corrected

+atute. T would rather see the =ffects of the Department of
ice =

3

~ oo
&
[

ustice and th~ Committee go to improving the enforcament of the
existing sections than to spend a great deal of time trying to
improve them,

CONFIDENTIAL
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THE nIGHT mBV. END SHERRILL: May I ask a question there, be-
becaase the Department of Justice officials, I think, feel — and this
is the general experience that we have run across, that these laws —-
Sections 51 and 52 = are inadequately; and 1 think they feel that
enforcement is tremendously limited by that inadequacy, Your ex~
perience would run counter to that very directly. Now in the matter
of penalties, if the penalties are so inadequate, I wonder if the
penalties under those sections should be increasede.

iR. FASLOV: Bishop, on one seciion the penalty is a maximum
of ten years in jail, which is certainly adequate in any offense.
The other section carries a year in jail and a thousnad dollar fine;
but the Department of Justice has not been able to get one year in
jail. ‘They just get suspended sentences. I can't see that you
would gain a great deal by increasing the maximm if you still
could get out on a suspended sentence,

IR, ~ILSCKN: To back up what Bislpp Sherrill says, your testi-
mony, iir. laslow, has been the first we !iave had to the contrary.
it was the very definite impression of the Department of Justice
witnesses, and we have even had the Attorney General here who is
very sympathetic to this Commission's task and operations -— we
got the very distinct impression, I think, that the Department was
very greatly handicapped by the existing law, and needs to have
existing laws clarified and extended, and give them new instrumentali-
ties with which they could be more successful in their approach to
the problem,

+ER. MASLOW: I am not epposed to any effort to improve the
the statute. I am merely saying that to me that is not the most important
task before the Committee, and that the problem will not be solved
merely Ly clarilying these statutes and making them better. The
essential weakness of these statutes is that they protect only
Federal rights, and the Supreme Court has defined Federal rizhts aso
far in a very narrow sense. flow, that difficulty can't be cured by
statute., If the Federal rights are limited, then it is a consti=-
tutional difficulty and not a stgtutory difficulty.

THE RIGHT “ZVEREND SHERRILL: I am continuing because it is
very interesting; and I think it is very important to emphasize the
point gou have made, because it is the first time that we have had
that particular emphasis given to the better enforcement of the
statutes that we already have,

DOCTCR GhAHAM: It has been their opinion that they would be
handicapped, as a civisicn, in getting budgetary support for their
work, in the fact that they would be more of a target before
Congress, and in trying to get appropriations throw this whole thing
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intc focus in Congress; that they could do much better as a Section
rather than as a Division, for that reason.

MR, WILSON: Bishop, if you rembmber the data we considered one
day, they szid definitely, as I remember, that having a Division
viould not enable them to do a better job. There were those among
us who were exponents of the idea of establishing a Iidrision and
giving them all the authroity that they needed, but they thought
that the mechanism that they now have, being able to draw on the
Criminal Division and so on, gave them opportunities for the prosecu-—
tion of these caces that they could not have if they had a separate
Division, which was quite contrary to the thinking, I assure you,
of some of us,

MRe. MASLOW: Let me make the point that whether you call it a
gection or a division is not the main thing. The main point is to
have a large staff manned by personnel with stature and adequately
provided by Uongress with funds.,

DOCTCR GRAKAM: And regional offices. And would you put in as
Number Four in that list there, "more adequate appropriations for
this section"?

MR, KASICW: I assume that you wiould not be able to get a larger
personnel if Congress doesn'te.

DOCTOR GRAHAM: ¥tdeesn't hurt to make that specifice

MR. MBSLOW: I have had some experience before “ppropriation
Gommittees, and I have also been the head of a Government Division,
and it has been my experience that until, or unless a particular
program has a Division Head to fight ifor it, it gets lost in the
shuffle, The head of the Criminal Division now administers a dozen
different agencies and he has got to apportion his resources among
them, A Division head in charge of civil rights work, without any
other responsibilities would, of course, be able to spend his own
appropriation, Now, as far as Congressmen are concerned, I am
certain they can determine very easily whether the money is going for
the enforcement of Civil Rights law or whether it is going for
enforcement of the criminal laws, and you will not be able to keep
it from them, I am not one of those who believe that Congressmen
ar« any less intelligent than the ordinary citizens. They will
soon find out whether or not the Civil Rights section is getting
it, and how much money is going to it. Llost of these things can be
done with the cooperation of Congress. “t seems to me that if you
meke a fight for a larger appropriaticn for civil rights work, you
will get if from Congress,
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I think I glossed over one other point: there has been a
debate, I understand, between those who say that these cases sr.ould
be investigated by the F.B,I,, and those who say that investiga-
tion should be right in the Civil rights unit. +‘erhaps I can make
a comment there. I don't think that you need a tremendous investiga=
ting staff for this work. <+ was in charge of a regional office in
the South, enforcing a more difficult Act (FEPC) than the Civil
Fights hAct, 411 thet would be nece:sary , it seems to me, would be
a half dozen field examiners in the regional offices. The task of
investigating this type of crime doesn't require the large,
scientific resources of the F.B.I., All it requires is some man
with some energy to start salking to witnesses, A few field
examiners in regional offides, of the same skill, the same salary
level, for example as field examiners in other Government agencies
will be able to do a great deal without the necessity of calling
upon the F,B.,I, for inve:stigation except in the most important
cases, I understand that there are more than two thousand complaints
filed each year in the Civil kRights ection, How can you d an
adequate job of investigating these complaints —— many of them come
in from illdéterate persons not aware of the law or what is important?
Nist if them must be destined for pigeon holes, But if these
persons were able to come to a regional office and tell their story
to a sympathetic person, he would soon find out whether there was a
case or not, and what can be done quickly; and if there were an
office in the South to which complaints could be rade, it would
likewise deter the commission of crimes,

I would like to give you my suggestions for legislative
proposals, and I am afraid that I have attempted to cover the water
front here, too. I have seven suggestions for you. One is the
enactment of a poll tax repealer; second is a Federal anti-lynching
law; three is a Federal fair employment practice law; four is a
~eneral anti-discrimination statute, which I will discuss more in
detail; five is a fair educational practices act; six is a fair
housing practices act, IFiffe and six are recommendations for state
acts for the committee to recommend to the states——which are
peculiarly within the province of the state and to whiéh the Federal
Government has no constitutional power., These are a fair educa~-
tional practices act and a fiar housing practices act, and lastly,
I recommend a group anti-defamation law, a criminal statute, fould
you like for me to go through these in detail?

MR, «ILSON: ¥e have a few minutes more, probagly ten minutes
more that we can devote to it, lir. Maslow.

MR, MASLOW: I would sat the most important problem of Civil
rights is protecting Negro suffrage., Nothing is as basic to the
Negro's secu 1ty in the United Sta es as the right to vote. Once
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that right is fully established ihe political power of the Negro can
be uvtilized to protect his race against any deprivations of his
civil rights. ihen Negroes vote in the South, they will find public
officers sensitive to their needs, protecting them from assault,
assuring them of their equitable share of tax-supported public
facilities, and repealing those state statutes which now seek to
chain the HNegro to an inferior role in society.

There are three obstacles in the path of mnrestricted Hegro
suffrage: The white primary, the poll tak, and the illegla and
discriminatory administration of the 8outh's election laws., The
Supreme Court has struck down the white primary but efforts are
currently being made to circument its rulinb by wholesale repeal
of all State primary statutes or by such devices as discriminatory
literacy tests. The President's Committee can strengthen those
liberal forces in the South who are opposing such disenfranchisement
by recommending Federgl court actions to nulify such anti-Negro
legislation.

Seven Southern Btates emact a poll tax as a condition of voting
and thus, particularly because many of these taxes are cumulative,
¢iscourage the poor liegro and the poor white from votinge. The
prospects of state repeal of these acts is remote and in several,
inclucding Tennessee, the poll tax can only be repealed by a
constitutional amendment. Uhat is urgently needed, therefore is
the enactment of a Federal anti-poll tax bill. The support of the
President's Committee may aid in its enactment. <t has passed the
House three times anc then been talked to death,

But even where the Negro hurdles these obstacles, he must still
run the gauntlet of election officials who refuse to register him,
apply discriminatory literacy and character tests and often resort
to intimidation to prevent him from exercising his rights uncer the
Fifteenth Amendment. Federal protection is needed to make that
right a reality.

The anti-lynch law as you know has been pending in Congress
since 1922, It has three times been passed by one house and
talked to death in the other, It seems to me that an anti-lynch law
can be drawn which is constiiutional, which will punish a community
whose police officers have been negligent in allowing a lynching,
and bills now wefore Congress provide for penalties to be assessed
against communities, We have at the present time in many northern
states laws that any merchant is injured by a riot may bring an
action against the community for failure to protect hime. OUnce a
community has been assessed $R500 or $5000 for negligence in not
preventing a lynching, the community will think twixe before it
encourages a second one,
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The FEPC in Congress today has been introduced by a group of
eight Senators, bi-partisan, The bill has strong chances of enact-
ment., 1t is a practical political possibility, and endorsement by
this Committee would be of helps The bill has been approved by
all of the agencies that have been working in this field for many
yearse.

I also propose a general anti-discrimination law. Even where
the Federal Governrent lacks direct statutory authroity to redress
wrongs, it can set an example to the States, particularly in the
istrict of Columbia., A general anti-discrimination law should
be enacted directing all Federal Agencies to administer their programs
particularly when they make money grants, without discrimination or
segregation., This would bar segregation in the armed forces,
refusal to hire Negroes for other than custodial positions, the
discrimination in the Federal insurance of home loans and the
financing of public housing projects. Secondly, the grant of every
Federal license or privilege should be conditional upon an agreentnt
not to discriminate because of race, color, creed, national origin,
or ancestry. In this District of Cdlumbia this license power can
be utilized to prevent places of public accommodations from dis-
criminating. A restaurant, for example, woulc be denied a license
if it ‘iscriminated; and that is quite clearly within the j;ower
of the Federal Govermment to enforce anti-discrimination laws,

Finally, we urge the President's Committee to request the
Department of Justice to make a thorough study of the practical
effects of the "separate but equal" doctrine,

DOCICR GRAHAL: Wwhat is that?

MR. MASLOW: The separate but equal doctrine, The courts have
been content to condone segregation on the theory that equal
separate facilities are provided. Investigation will demonstrate
that in practice they are far from equal, .le have made amny studies
of what happens to the tax dollar, and how inequitably it is
divided whenever you have a system of segregation--nad once the
Hegroe 's facilities are truly equal, there will be little incentive
in the South to continue the segregation system.

With respect to the Fair Educational Practices Act, the Federal
Governmant has no direct power except through the use of Federal
grants. There is a statute now on the books, the liorrill Act of
1390, which forbids the discrimination in these grants. I understand
that there are seventy land-grant colonies with more than seven
hundred thousand students in colleges, but there is no provision for
enforcement and the Administrator of the Act has always been content
as long as there was a by=law of the school, forbidding discriminge
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tion, e know, however, from very sad experience, that the legro
finds it very difficult to get into colleges in the South. This
Act applies only to race or color; it should be broadened to apply
to religion and national origin. Perhaps a blow can be struck in
that way at the quota system.

With respect to housing, this, too, is a matter which is
peculiar within the State's proviase, The Committee can re-
commend fair housing practices and point out the inconsistency of
protecting the right to frequent places of public accommodation;
the right to go to a barber shop or a movie, or to a retail grocery
store is now protected by law, and vilation is a misdemenaor. But
the right to housing space, the most important right today-—in some
cities mubh more important than the right to a job=-is not protected.
And, it is about time that the right to housing, which affects the
public interest to as great a degree as any other right, was pro-
tected,

Finally, I have recommended a group defamation statute. I
have gone beyoncd my time,

DOCTUH GRAHAM: ‘ie took a lot of your time,
¥R. “ILSON Go ahead.

MR, IASLOW: Organized anti-Semitism in America is now probably
ay its lowest ebb since the early 30'se. et today at least fift-
five anti-semitic publications are being circulated in the United
States, I think the figure mg good frind, Mr, Miller, gave, is
forty—-eighte Our lists are overlapping, so that it may be even
larger. There are at least fifty-five anti-semitic publications
that are circulated in the United States, principally through the
Us Se mails. “ome of the publishers of these papers have been con-
victed of anti-semitic utterances which led to a breach of the
peace, others have been indicted by the Federal government during
wartime as seditionists; and the problem of group defamation is
therefore, unhappily,:still with us.

We are concerned with these organized efforts not merely be-
cause such defamation endangers the security of a particular minority
group, but because democracy itself is imperiled by such attacks
upon ite. .e legrned from bitter experience in Germany that Fascist
groups begin their assault upon democracy by explediting latent pre-
Jjudices against the Jews and other minorities. Democrats in Europe
wrung their hands while political extremists made mockery of free
speech,

Wie can no longer solve these problems by a hackneyed repetition
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of the clear and present danger rule. When the danger becomes so
clear and present that the courts see it, it will be too late for
governmental measures. Precisely because orgenized defamation is for
the moment quiescent we cean afford to take time to rethink the
roblem of how to allow complete, unfettered discussion of public
issues and at the same time prevent the wilful spread of group
libels. We believe there is no Constitutional right wilfully to
spread group libels known to be false for the purpose of inciting
groupf hatred. Today no Federal law exists to punish or prevent such
fraudulent statements. Such legislation is necessary.

We urge the Committee to recommend legislation to make it a
felony, make it a criminal offense—-make it a felony to introduce
meil in interstate commerce for purposes of stirring up group hatreds,
and publication which falsely defames any racial, religious, or
ethnic group. The truth of any utterance or reasonable grounds for
a belief as to its truth should however be a defense to any prosecu-
tion. Such a statute should be invoked not for the sporadic utterance
not against the responsible publication, certainly not against
a truthful statement or one based on reasonable grounds, but against
the racketeers of this country who make a profession of group hatred.
We believe such a statute is desirable. It is my recollection
that the United States Government is drawing drafts for some of the
consultations in Europe, insisted upon a section punishing
organized efforts to incite anti-semitism. It seems to me that if
that was good for those countries, it would be good for America
as well.

MR. WILSON: Thank you very much.

DOCTOR GRAHAM: I would just like to express my own personal
appreciation for the value of this presentatiom.

MR. WILSON: It is a tremendous asset to us.

MRS. ALEXANDER: May I ask one question? Do you feel that if
the committee asked Congress for enforcement of, I believe, Section
2 of amendment 1/, basis upon which representatives to Congress are
selected, and if they did select Congressional representatives on the
basis of the voting strength of the Southern states, that we might
in that way indireetly cause a larger number of free people to be
qualified to vote?

MR. MASLOW: I think it would be a much more difficult task
politically to get that through Congress than to get through many of
these other things. It would certainly bring down on your heads the
wrath, perhaps, of many groups in the South who are honestly willing
to fight to protect suffrage, and who are honestly concerned with

CONFIDENTIAL
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carrying out the ruding of the Supreme Court with;regard to the
white primiry. I would think politically that would be very unwise,

MRS, TILLY: I would like to ask you how U, S. sttormeys sere
appointed.

MR. M.SLOW: Hy the President with the approval of the Senate,
I velievs.

MFB. TILLY: Doesn't it simmer down to patronege by the very
men thet he is elected from?

MR. MASLOW: I don*t undserstand your question.

MRS, TILLY: 1 was thinking about Bilvo. NKow wouldn't it make
it difficult to do anything to Bilbo if the U. 8. Attorney i to
be dependent upon him for his appointment?

MR, M/SLOW: There should have a specisl prosecutor to try
the ecase. Perhaps you might be able to persuade one of the judges
outside the state to come in, That is very frequently done.
Federal judges do move around from district to district, and p rhaps
somebody of nation-wide stature, a Southerner, would coms down to
prosecute. ¥in or lose, the mere proseocution would be a very great
victopy for the Department of Justice., It would show that it ms
the courage, and it would show a great many people that it intended to
go ehead, and next timeSenator Bilbo or anybody else engaged in a
primaery campaign they wouldn't risk a Federsl prosecution,

DOCTOR GRAH:M: I don't went to teke sy more timp here, but I
am thinking about Mr. Maslow®s basic point that the right of
suffrege is likely to be the most fundamentsl of &ll rig.ts for the
long Maul. You know, many of these things can't be done overnight,
but I think for the long haul, the right of suffrage is the mo: t
basie¢ of all,

Who hes msade the best study and discussion of the anti-poll
tax lawa?

: MR, MASLOW: I think you will find it in the reports of tie
i Senate Committees,

DOCTOR GRAHAM: Do you know of any perticular brief?
B, MASIOW: No, I can't refer to any.

DR, GRAHAM: If you do, will you send it to m %

a
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MR, NASLOK: Yes, I wll.

M-, ¥IL2OM: If there are no furth r guestions, you certeinly
have mde s very helpful contrib tion to us today, Mr. Maslow. I
think you heve given u great deal that will be very helpful. Tienk

you vsry mucke

(Witness excumed,)

MR. WILSON: May I rsmind you as we sdjoura for lunch thut
at 3300 o'clock, we are going to be sworn in by Justice i phy.
Mey we reconvens promptly et 2:00 o'olock so that we mey finish
with the first witness and bs ready st 3300,

(Whereupon, st 12:285 pem., & recess wes taken until 2:;00 p.m.,
this dey,)

rdditionel Members Present: Mrl Boris Shishkin
Mr. Jones Carey

¥R, ¥1LSON: Mr. Slawson, we are happy to heve you W th us
this afternoon.

Members of the Committee, thia ie Mr, John Slawsmon, sho is
Executive Vice-Preaident of the Amerioun Jewish Committee,

Kr. 8lawson, we thank you for coming to give us this repart
which our secretary has asked you to prepsre, Qur procsdure is to
heéar your report, and then we would like to have the mrivilege of
asking you qusations,

BTATEMENT OF JOHN CLAKEON

Exocutive Vioe~Preosident, smericen Jowish Committee,
rocogpanied by Newman Levy, (Censral Counsel, American
Jewish Committee, and Henry ioCerthy, Departmont of Kduca-
tion, imericen Jewish Committee,

MP, SLAWEON: I have with me two colleagues, Mr, Chairmon, and
mombers of the Committee, On my lsft is Mr. Newman Levy, who &
genersl counsel of the Americen Jewish Committees, and on my right
is Henry MeCartshy, of the Department of Education of the smerican
Joewish Committee,
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MR. WILSON: Thank you both for coming.

MR, SLAWSON: I deem it a greast privilege and great opportunity
to appear before you &s u representative of the American Jewish
Committee,

Our organization recently submitted to you, at your reqest,

three rather full memoranda, together with a portfolio of exhibits,
The titles of these memoranda indicate the nature of their contents,
They are: (1) "The Legal end Legislative Aspects of Civil
Rights®; (2) "The Educational Approach to the Pmw glem of Civil
Rights;® (3) "The Program of the Ameri can Jewish Committee in the
Field of Civil Rights." I trust that smme of you have had an
opportunity to glence through this materiasl, and that all of you
will examine it in the mear future. I therefore propose to mske
my formel presentation comparatively bdbried, so that as much as
poseible of the allotted time will be availeble for quest ons which
you may wish to direct to my associates amd to me, or for infommel
discussjion among us of any of the metters touched upon in our
memoranda & in my @ esentation.

The Bill of Rights sections of the Constitution of the United
States and the legislation and curt decisions based upon them
provide that every citizen shell be the equal of every otler in the
enjoyment of his civil rights! -- not just now and then or here or
there or in this or that respect, but everywhere and at all times
end in all respects, That these provisions are not always trans-
lated into fact is too well known to require proof or even recital.

The reason for the gap between the promise emd the performance
is the widespread existence of prejudice of one kind or antoher —-
prejudice whic breeds discriminatory attitudes and acts, including
violations of civil rights.

One notorious form of such prejudice is anti-Semitism. &nti-
Semitism is a complex phenonenon., A number of theories have been
advenced during recent years which seek to explain its causes and
motivations., They differ in some respects, but all agree that it is
not merely the product of ignorance or misinformation. All
competent students aere in accord in believing that its roots lie
deep in men's wubconscious mind. The Scientific Research Department
of the asmerican Jewish Cormittee is continually engaged in studying
enti-Senitism, and I confidently expect thet in due time its
observations snd findings, together wi th those of otler organizatdéons
end scientists, will supply that insight into the true, basic nature
of asnti-Semitism which will mske it possible to devise the remedies
which, hopefully, will wipe out the disease.
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I do not believe, however, that you have invited me here to
discuss the nature and causes of anti-Semitism with you. Our
Scientific Research Department has submitted to you certain reports
of the studies it has undertaken er is at present carrying out, I
refer you to these for further light on the subject., And, of
course, the director of the Department and his associates are
available to you for consultation in New York or here in Washington
at all times,

I believe that what you want to hear are suggestions for an
action program - practical and specific suggestions — which in
the opinion of the American Jewish Committee will effectively
strengthen and protect the civil rights of all American citizens,
whatever their faith, their race, their color, their national origin,
their social and economic status. And let me say, with all the
emphasis that I can command, that, as important as it is far the
so~called minorities that civil rights be strengthened and kept in-
violate, it 1s even more importamt for the welfare of the nation as
a vhole and of that free, democratic society which the Founding
Fathers dreamed into reality and which succeeding generations
fought to preserve against enemies at home and abroad, Perhaps there
was never a time in America's history when unity among its sons and
daughters was more acutely necessary than today — unity in faith in
}Ymerican democracy. And nothing is better calculated to destroy
that unity and weaken that faith than the denial of full and equal
civil rights to any s&gment of our population. Those who hate
democracy and would replace it with sidme form of totalitarianism ——
be it facism or communism - know that their cause is advanced
each time the wedge of discrod is driven a little deeper between
men of different faiths or races or national origins, Each denial
of a civil right, whether it takes the form of violence or of the
suave refusal of accommodations in a public hostelry, drives the
wedge deeper, betrays American democracy to its enemies.

We, at the American Jewish Committee, have learned through
our studies and owr activities that there are two approaches to the
problem of how to protect and strengthen civil rights; one of the legal
and legislative; the other, the educational. Each has its
potentialities; each its limitations. One is not the alternative
for the other; each needs the other as its complement, I ask you
please to bear this in mind because I must, for the sake of clairity,
take up the two approaches separately.,

Starting with the legal and legislative approach, we submit
that immediate steps should be taken to secure the vigorous enforce-—
ment of constitutional rights, within the limitations of federal
Jurisdiction, A hopeful beginning has been made by the creation of
bhe Civil Rights Section of the Department of Justice, but we urge

CONFIDENTIAL
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that this section be greatly expanded, that it be provided with

ample funds, and that its activities and achievements be given wide-
spread publicity. e recommend, furthermore, that the Civil Rights
Section of the Department of Justice be clothed with investigatory
powers so that it can determine the causes of group tensions and
racial and religious antagonisms, and particularly so that it can
uncover the acitivities of subversive organizations and individuals
who deliberately foment these tansions and activities. 1i/e recommend,
further, that the section should have the power, in civil rights
cases, to initiate proceedings without waiting for a complaint.

In respect to new legislation in those areas in which Congress
constitutionally can and should act, we favor the passage of anti-
poll tax legzislation., The right of suffrage is the cornerstone of
all our american liberties, and its impairment is a matter of concern
to the Federal Government. ije favor the enactment of a federal
anti-lynching bill. e particularly support the Ives-Norton Bill
(S. 984) which is designated to curb discrimination in employment.

v/e believe that public funds that are raised by taxing all persons
should not be used to subsidize institutions that discriminate against
some of them. we therefore favor legislation, federal and State,
which requires that any educational, welfare or other institution
which receives financial aid from the Federal or State Governmert,
shall demonstrate that its facilities are available to all groups
ecually, without regard to creed, race or color.

As for State legislation, we strongly urge the Fresident's
Committee to prepare model Civil Rights Bills, Fair Zmployment
Practice Bills, and Fair Xducational Practice Bills, and apply the
weight of its prestige in recommending their eaactment to the various
States,

lie deem it particularly urgent that legislation be enacted in
211 States invalidating restrictive covenants on real estate. These
vicious covenants, limiting the ownership or occupation of real
property because of race, color or religion, have increased dis-
turbingly during the past 25 years., Bills have been introduced in
the legislatures of New York, Colorado and Illinois to outlaw
such covenants. e ask the President's Comnittee to recommend the
rassage of these bills and of similar bills in other States.

yie favor tne enactment of a Civil Rights law for the District
of Colwnbia. Cur national capital is more than a geographic entity.
It should be a symbol of the liberties we profess but do not
always achieve. It the President's Com:ittee were to urge that the
Oistrict of Colurbia be made a laboratory for the realization of
our national creed, and if the first step were to be a comprehensive
Civil Pights law, it would be the most effective way of dramatizing
the probler: to the nation,

CONFILENTTIAL




HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on .
Civil Rights

-282-
CONFIDJENT IS

Thus far I have discussed a category of legislation designed
to deal with discrimination and with the deprivation of rights that
belong inalienably to all Americans. Now I want to say a few
words about another category: legislation designed to prevent the
spreading of racial and religious hatred. Typical of the latter
are group libel laws, laws banning the sending of certain kinds of
material through the mails, and laws denying second-class mailing

.privileges to publications printing objectionable material.,

Since it is the cardinal tenet in the faith of the American
Jewish Committee that the welfare of Jews is closely identified with
the preservation of constitufional liberties of all Americans, we
approach with great caution any suggestion for legislation that
might have a tendency to restrict these liberties. Jhenever
defamatory statements create a clear and present danger, there are
adecuate panel laws in nearly every State covering such matters as
incitement to riot, unlawful assemply, disorderly conduct, and the
like, that afford sufficient protection. If any State does not have
such laws it should enact them. ile are, however, of the opinion
that the eradication of racial and religious prejudice is basically
an educational pnecess, and noot a legal one. This process may be
accelerated by legislation against discriminatory practices. iihere
discriminations have been removed, as in factory employment for
instance, experience has demonstrated that pre-existing prejudices
eventually have been ameliorated. But to attempt to curb by sanctions
the free expressions of ideas, even hostile ideas, it psychologically
as well as legally unsound.

A number of cogent reasons of a practical nature for our
opposition to such measures are fully set forth in our Memcrandum
Ho. 1 (pages 12-18). I will mention only two of them. Frosecution
for group libel would inveitably give far wider circulation t& the
libel than its original utterance. Furthermore, if a defendant were
acquitted it would be construed as a vindication of his charge; if
he were convicted he would, we believe, be likely to be looked upon
as a Marytr,

My second illustration relates to proppeed disclosure
legislation. There are millions of persons and organizations engaged
in forming or influencing public opinion . To require all of them
to file financial statements under threat of pun .shment would
create an unenforceable law with all the snooping, tale bearing, and
attendant evils that we experienced under prohibition. ¥e need not
add that it would mean setting up a colossal administrative and enforcement

agency. The gains would be slight compared with inevitable resultant
evils,

I want to end this portion of my statement with a summary of

EONFIDENTIAL
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our position: iie believe that the welfare of Jaws is inextricably
bound up with the preservation of constitutional guarantees for

all. e believe that an infringement of the rights of one manority
is a threat to the security of all minorities. We do not believe
that prejudice can be eliminated by law. We believe that discrimina-
téry practices may he, and that the attack upon discrimination is

of itself an educational process which will, in turn, be a potent
force in reducing prejudice.

I now want to address myself for a few moments to the educa-
tional approach to the problem of civil rights.

The basic attitudes which prevail among the people of the
United States may, on the one hand, cause overt acts of discrimina-
tion and violations of civil rights; or they may, on the other
hand, result in securing for every individual the full enjoyment of
these rights. It therefore becomes all-important that these
attitudes be shaped to produce the latter result, and not the
former. This is the task of education, using the term in its broad-
est connotation.

I do not propose to do more than to suggest a few steps which
the President's Committee might pursue to further the ends of
education in the field of civil rights.

In the first place, we should like to propose that the Committee
make a comprehensive study of the extent and nature of prejudice
and discrimination in the more important areas of American life,
such as employment, education and housing. Exact and comprehensive
knowledge is a prerequisite to the discovery of remedies. Perhaps
the Committee should first turn its spotlight on the Federal Govern-
ment itself, Does the largest employer in the nation, employing
approximately 2-1/4 million individuals, consistently and inflexibly
follow a non-discriminatory employment policy throughout all its
agencies? Is it a shining example to all employers? Is its great
prestige being exerted in the right direction? PFurthermore, as the
servant of the people, does the Government invariably render its
services without regard to the race, creed, color or national origin
of those it serves? If the Committee finds that the answer to any
of these questions is "no", or even merely falls short of any
uncualified "yes", it will no doubt refommend the necessary reforms.

What applies to the Federal Government applies in only slightly
lesser degree to the States, and I trust that the President's Committee
will see fit to urge the several States to examine into the
operations of their own governmental agencies and to root out any
manifestations of discrimination that they uncover,

CONFIDENTIAL
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Along with its inquiryinto governmental attitudes and
practices, I believe that the President's Comimittee should extend
its investigation into at least some of the more important areas of
the non-governmental field. It should not only investigate the
extent of prejudice and discrimination in these areas, but it should
also study practicable non-legislative methods for the correction of
abuses,

Ly second general recommnendation in respect to the educational
approach to civil rights, is that the President's Committee study
the facilities and techniques which can be used to combat the
evils of prejudice and discrimination and the violation of civil
rights.

Here again the Federal Government plays a stellar role, for it
has unequalled channels of communication to millions upon millions
of American citizens., These channels can with propriety be used
for the educational purposes to which I have referred, but they are
not being so used except to a very small extent. In our Memorandum
No. 2, (pp. 3-12) we listed, merely by way of example, about a
dozen important Bmderal agencies and many of their subdivisions,
and we made explicit suggestions as to how certain of their facilities
might be used for educational purposes. For instance, the Extension
Sarvice of the Department Agriculture conducts a far reaching
educational program through which the rural population could be
awakened to the dangers of prejudice and group tensions. The 4-H
Clubs could play a prominent part in bringing this program to farm
youth groups. The Department of Labor, using particularly its
Apprentice Training Service, its Labor Educational Standards Division,
its conciliation Service and its various publications, could educate
unions and employers to understand that group tensions result in
lower productivity, increased number of industrial disputes,
and lower levels of wages and working conditions. The Office of
Education could use its wide contacts with school systems and
educational institutions to stimulate the establishment of equal
educational opportunities for all segments of the population, and to
promote the incorporation of intercultural education in our school
curricula.

I might add that the United States Children's Bureau is another
illustration of an important governmental agency that can be used as
an educational medium to influence the minds of children. I do not’
bare time for further examples, and must content myself with
earnestly asking you to give special attention to the pages to which
I have referred.

Again, what applies to the Federal Government applies, in some
degree, also, to the States. Each has facilities at its command
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which it could put to good account in the struggle to maintain and
strengthen the civil rights of fits citizens, and in combatting
prejudice and discrimination.

And turming again for just a moment to the non-governmental
field, T call to your attention that there are a great number of
private and quasi-public organizations which play an important role
in the process of punlic education in human relations, civil rights,
and related subjects. Such groups should have the widest possible
support. The President's Committee should add its weight and
prestige to their common efforts by recommending that the Federal
Government accord them the fullest possible cooperation.

In conslusion, let me say that the american Jewish Committee
believes that the President's FEommittee on Civil Rights has a
glorious opportunity to strengthen American democracy for the benefit
of all its citizens, and to fortifying American institutions against
the inrocads of all competing systems of government.

we are confident that you, its members, whom Fresident Truman
has entrusted with this great tesk, will rise to the opportunity
that has been presented to you. We believe that you will acoomplish
much, but we are aware that the problem of civil rights is so vast
that you cannot solve it in its entirety within the limits of your
resources and time schedule. Therefore, as our final and overail
CommiB 846N recommendation, we urge the establishment of a permanent F
Federal Commission on Civil Rights which can carry on your work from
the point at which you, perforce, must leave it, and which will have a
continuing responsibility to act as an advisory body to the
President of the United 5tates, his Cabenet officers and other Govern-
ment officials on all matters affecting civil rights.

MR. 1 ILSON: Thank you very much, Mr. Slawson.
Do your associates want to add anything to your report?
MR. SLAWSON: They will be glad to join into the discussion.

KR, ILSON: Do any members of the Commission desire to ask
any2 questions of uir. Slawson or his associates on the subject?

BISHOP SHERRILL: Do youhave any feeling as to how the Civil
Rights Jection of the Department of Justic:: should be strengthened?

JR. SLAWSON: One aspect -- I will just answer part of it and
ask lr. Levy to answer the other part -- would be to make it
possible for them to initiate action. That would be an important
change from the present operation. That is, rather than wait for
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a complaint they could go anead on the basis of their own investie
gation. That would be one basic suggestion.

MR. IEVY: I would Like to see a general Federal Civil Rights
Act, such as you find in these model bills and similar to the one
we have in New York. There are certain Constitutional difficulties
at present, but I think it is a goal that should be worked for
because the present civil rights laws — I imagine you are referring
to sections 51 and 52 — are very limited in their scope, Also,

there are so many areas in which civil rights infringements cannot
be touched.

BISHCP SHERRILL: Would your ldea be to eliminate sections S1
and 52 or supplement them?

MR, LEVY: Until you get something better, it would be reck-
less to let go of them. They are the one hope we have at the
present time,

DR. CRAHAM: TYou telieve in strengthening them?
MR, IEVY: Yes,

MRS. ALEXANUFR: Do you feel a division of the Department of
Justice would be more effective than the section on civil rights as
now established?

MR, LEVY: I think that the activities of the Civil Rights
Section, so far as I know about it —~ I have had some contact when
¥r. Rotnem was here —- amply justified its existence, I think it
ought to be expanded into a more important department, I think they
have done a swell job.

RABBI GITTELSCHN: To what extent do you feel not only the
Civil Rights Section, but the entire Department of Justice has made
maxirmum use of the existing legislation in the field, with all of
its famlts? We are faced with two problems; one, what new legisla~
ticn is needed, and two, what are the inadequacies in the use that
has been made of existing legislation? Perhgps I have reversed
the proper order of those two,.

I wonder if you care to comment on the second point,

MR. LEVY: Well, let me put it this way: I think it depends
largely upon the will to enforce., Laws are not self-operative, and
the Civil Rights Section was rather revolutionary as an innovation
and demonstrated the possibilities of Federal activity in certain
areas where lawyers believed for many years that the Federal Govern~

CONF IDENTIAL




3
3
i

e

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

Presgident's Committee
on .

=287~
CONFIDENTIAL

rent couldn't go. That area is gradually being expanded by certain
Supreme Court decisions.

So until the Supreme Court is ready to say that the Federal
Government has complete jurisdiction, I think it has to be expanded
case by case, That is why I feel this Civil Rights Section is so
important. They have done a considerable amount of creative think-
ing on this subjiect,

Does that answer your question?

RABBI GITTL&SOHN: Not altogether. Perhaps if I ask it in a
different way, it will be more clear,

The Department of Justice has come before us and said very
clearly, "We feel we have done everything that can be done under
existing legislation, We need more legislation. We need more and
better legislation."

I don't want to cast any doubt on the Department of Justice,
We want to go beyond that and commence by asking whether the
Department of Justice has indeed done everything possible under
existing legislation.

MR. LEVY: Our experience has been largely concerned with
Jewish matters. I am not in quite the unfortunate position that
the Negroes in the South are. We don't suffer from the disabilities
that they do, and from my knowledge of what is happening down
South, which is derived largely from reading newspapers, magazines,
etc., it seems to me in the lynching cases, for example, more
thorough investigations could have been made,

I have read of any number of cases where the names and
identities of the offenders were known to everybody in the community,
and still it was impossible to get an indictment,

I am not quite sure whether that was the fault of the Depart-
ment of Justice or whether it was due to local conditions.

MR. LUCKMAN: May I ask, has the #perican Jewish Gommittee
made any ®quests of the Civil Rights Section of the Department of
Justice during the past years?

MR. LEVY: No, sir, no requests,

MR. LUCKMAN: I mean any requests for help in regard to in-
vestigation or correction of any problems that have arisen on be-
half of the Jewish minority.
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MR, LEVY: I won't say we have made any requests., I had a
number of occasions to see Mr, Rotnem in connection with a lot of
anti-Semitic propaganda distributed by the Nazis during the war, and
matters of that sort, We never asked for any direct action.

MR. SLAWSON: The direct action would be within the province of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation. You mean thatv type of thing,
or do you mean civil rights?

MR. LUCKMAN: In the fie.id of civil rights, whether anything
had occurred, any problem had arisen in connection with the
activities of your committee where you felt called upon to either
discuss it with the Department or ask the Department for some help;
and if you did, were you satisfied with what you got?

MR. IEVY: I was completely satisfied with the results of my
contacts with the Section. I don't know that we ever asked them to
do anything. There were one or two occasions which I recall when
the Dep#rtment of Justice was passing upon the wisdom of certain
legislation.

I was down here and discussed it with Mr. Rotnem and another
man, and we talked about it as lawyers, but we weren't pressing for
anything particularly.

MRS. ALEXANDER: Does your experience in New York with what I
call the FEPC Bill indicate that State action would be effective?

MR, SIAWSON: We have had excellent experience, in my estima-
tion, in New York State with the Fair Employment Practice Bill.
State action would be effective with respect to those States that
are able to have such a law passed, of course, and who are w1111ng
to put into operation a law of that kind,

Federal action would stimulate very much, in our estimation,
the creation of similar organizations to that in New York State in
other States, However, we have been very happy with our experience
thus far in New York State,

Naturally, there have been difficulties, as would be expected,
but the progress has been most encouraging.

MRS. AL#XANDER: The question is often asked as to whether or
not anything can be done by legislation, and that is the reason I
want to know,

MR. SLAWSON: The reason that the result is good is because
the punitive aspects of it are at the end of the long row and there
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is a great deal of conciliation and discussion, which makes for
educational experience on the part of employer and employee., As I
understand it, practically all of the cases are settled outside of

the punitive order; and, there fore, it acts as an educational
medium,

It is the kind of education, in my estimation, that operates
as an educator as well as actually concerning itself with specific
difficulties.

Was that your question?

MRS. ALKXANDER: Yes, I wanted to know practically whetner,
for example, your Jewish group had found they were employed in
larger numbers since you had the Act,

MR. SLAWSON: That kind of study, of course, has not been made,
Of course, the Bureau is very young in New York State, and we of ten
expect too much from an instrument of that kind, which has to cope
with so many difficulties, We have found very satisfactory adjust-
ments as a result of complaints, and it has been reparted to me
that there has been an increase in employment in members of minority
groupse It certainly has with respect to the Negroes, I am not
certain of the exact figures in regard to the Jewish minority,

RABBI GITTESOHN: Recent figures and information issued by
organizations other than the American Jewish Committee, if they can
be accepted at face valfle, show that emplcyment agencies by and
large in New York State, mainly in New York City, are disregarding
the law and are verpy flagrantly and openly accepting all kinds of
requests for help wanted on a frankly discriminatory basis. Would
the Committee have any figures which would tend to show how true those
revelations are and, further, whether the punitive aspects, which
you say have been minimized in the bill, might not need to be
strengthened and maximized in order to make such a bill effective?

MR, SLAWSON: We have no expereince with that at all. My
contact with the Commission, the Anti-Discrimination Bureau im in
New Yor, would indicate to me that vigiliance is being exercised,
I think they are having their difficulties with the employment
agenciedt, but as I indicated before, it is a very new-born babe,
ard we have to go very slowly with it.

It is a terribly difficult thing to control commerical eme
ployment agencies, I think if the violations are there, they are

the kind of violations that you will get with any measure of that
nature,
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In other words, I mean violations under cover. Was it re-
ported to you that they were flagrant?

RABBTI GITTLESCHN: Yes.

MR. SLAWSON: We have no evidence either to support or refute
bhat report.

RABBI GITTLESCHN: These things have been published primarily
by the American Jewish Congress, amd as I say, I am not attempting
to judge their validity, but it has been reported that employment
agencies are accepting applications both in person and over the
phone by alleged prospective employers who will call and say, "I
want a white Protestant secretary," and the agency will say, "We
understand what you mean and we think we can fill the bill."

MR. SLAVISON: Was there any indication that that kind of thing
was called to the attention of the Commlssion?

RABBI GITTLESOHN: I don't know.

MR. SLAWSON: I would be very much surprised if those instances
were not found at this stage of the development of that type of
organization,

MRS, TILLY: Mr, Slawson, a subcommittee of this group has
been going into the matter of the disclosure process. From your
paper here I infer you think that is not very practical, However,
if the disclosure meant merely the filing and publishing of income
tax returns with no analysis of subsequent action by the governmental
agency, would you welcome the opportunity to examine such figures?

M. SLAWEON: 7You mean make public the mature of the income
tax returns on the part of givers?

MRS. TILLY: TYes.

MR. SLAWSON: I will just make this one statement and ask Mr,
Levy to supplement it. .

It seems to me that most of the organizational causes to which
such contributions would be made would not be deductible from
income, unless I misunderstood your question. Do you mean in terms
of tax—exempt gifts?

MRS. TILLY: Yes,

M. SLAWSON: My feeling is most of them are not in the non-tax
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exempt category.

MRS. TILLY: When they have tc return their income tax, they
would give the information from the organization.

DR. CARR: Not the individual, but the organization.

MR. WILSCON: The organization would have to file a list of the
donors.

MR. SLA#SON: That is what the disclosure would do?
MRS. TILLY: Yes,

MR. SIAWSON: Vie believe &nd think it is a good principle. Our
misgivings are with respect to the practicability,

MRS. TILLY: I know,

MR. SLAWSON: I wonder whether you want a further discussion
as to why we feel that way,

MrS. TILLY: No, You said it would be impracticable, but it
has not been impracticable for newspapers, has it?

d MR. SLAWSON: As I understand it, they publish that information.

MHS. TILLY: Yes.

Mi. LEVY: Mr, Slawson just said in effect that it sounds like

a good idea, and we are in favor of it in principle, but nobody
; has yet demonstrated how it was going to work without an awful lot
E of bother and red tape.

g If was was suggested, it means filing a report in the Govern-
ment Archives without power to do anything about it, then it doesn't
seem to have any particular value except to clutter up Washington
with an additional amount of waste papér.

Now, if it means, as I have understood it to mean, that every
person, also arganization, in the country who does anything to
influence public opinion has to file a detailed financial ststement
of income and, I believe, disbursements, too, there are millions
of those things going on dwring the course of the year.

If a man gets out a pamphlet about soil erosion or exrresses
his opinion in regard to the lLeague of Nations or any other con-
s ceivable subject, that would mean filing financial reports in
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Washington with the necessary complement of employees and enforce—
ment egencies, and so on. It is rather hard to discuss a proposal
of this sort in the abstract without seeing the specific bill. In
principle we think it is all right.

DR. GRAHAM: I notice on page 6 you observe, and I quote:

"But to attempt to curb by sanctions the free expression of
ideas, even hostile ideas, is psychologically as well as legally
unsounde"

Now, by "hostile"™ what do you mean there?

MR, SLAWSON: Well, defamatory statements with respect to any
group, allegations without foundation. We have those all the time.
Our feeling is that there is greater evil in attempting to curb
those than benefits that may be derived from such curbing.

DR. CRAHAM: You hold to the Jefferson thesis that free ex-
pression of opinion can best be counteracted by better opinion?

MR. SLAWSON: Yes, except at the point where there is a clear
public menace in any community or State; and we feel that most States
have laws bearing on unlawful assembly.

DR. GRAHAM: Clear and present danger?

MR, SLAVSON: Yes. As has been so well illustrated or said
many times, a person Just can't get up and shout "Fire® in a
theatre when there is no fire and cause a disturbance because of
freedom of speech. There are laws pertaining to clear amd present
danger, and the group libel law, in our estimation, would result also
in a dangerous situation.

There are times when a minority group might wish to say some-
thing about a majority, and you would have a libel situation, a
group libel situation. I am no lawyer, but I see no way of proving
damage to any one individual member of a group that is being de-
famed., Also there are other practical complications,

Would you take up from there on group libel? e have studied
this thing for years.

DR. CRAHAM: We have had some contrary testimony.
MR. SLAWSON: We have gone into this. I know you have, It

is a rather fascinating kind of goal, but when one digs more deeply
into it, one isn't as encouraged as to the outcome of that procedure,
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I think Mr, Levy has made a good study of this question,

MR, LEVY: There are a lot of objections. One fairly obvious
objection is that under our system of law any defendant would .
have a right to interpose a defense and prove the jurisdiction under
the traditional defense under our system of jurisprudence,

From a somewhat selfish viewpoint, from the point of view of
the group that is being defamed, if you give a man a forum with the
attendant publicity and give him an opportunity to try to prove
truth or justification, you are going to give far wider publicity
to his libelous statememts than was originally received,

Let me illustrate. In the case of the Jews, for example, there
are a lot of things that are said about us frequently that are not
true. It was said that during the war Jews were draft dodgers and
sometimes it was said that Jews engaged in black market operations,
and things of that sort. There are undoubtedly Jews who have done
those very things and a vast majority that have not.

You would be litigating that matter, A fellow would say the
Jews are black market operators, We would try to show statistically
that we are not, and he would point out Mr. So and So was convicted
in New York a few months ago, and so on, And you would be litigat-
ing all of the most vicious lies and just spreading the poison
further and further. That is one aspect of the thing,

And then, as Mr, Slawson said before, you can't win these cases
because if the fellow is convicted, he is very apt to be a martyr,
and if he is acquitted, which he might well be for technical reasons
because all sorts of considerations enter into a lawsiut, it could
popularly be considered as a vindication of his original libelous
statement,

DR, GRAHAM: You recommend against the law on that theory?

MR, LEVY: Ve are emphatically against it. In the memorandum
we submitted we quote from a very fine statement, a letter of Judge
Learned Hand that appeared recently in print, I won't bother to read
it, but you have it. He said it much better than I am able to do.

MR. SLAWSON: I think, Mr. Chairman, if Mr, Levy will read that,
it is very effective,

MR. LEVY: The Saturday Review of Iiterature asked a number of

people for their opinion concerning group libel, This is an ex~
cerpt from Judge Hand's letter:
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"It is quite true that the kind of defamation you have in mind
has that tendency to promote disorder which has been the convention-
al justification for all criminal libels; yet, if one thinks
through the working of such prosecutions in practice, I should
suppose that their effect would be rather to exacerbate than to
ussage the feelings which lie behind the defamation of groups. The
verdict of a jury — even assuming that it was possible to have a
really impartial trial, which it would not be — would not satisfy
those who sided with the losers, and would only serve further to
arouse the fanaticism of those who sided with the winners; and the
trials themselives would be occasions for violent propaganda on both
sides that would fan the flames, The passions which lie at the
root of such utterances do not have their basis in evidence, and
will not yield to it; and any issues capable of being presented in
a court which do depend on evidence would have to go back far imvo
history and be quite beyond the grasp of a jury of men and women
unskilled in such inquiries,™

DH. GRAHAK: TYou made your position wery clear,.

MRS. ALEXANDER: You may have in your memorandum the answer
to my question. I weuld like to know whether you covered the
question of getting a civil rights bill in the District of Columbia.

MR. SLAWSON: As to the methods to be utilized?
MRS. ALEXANDER: TYes, in the District.

MR, SLAWSON: In order to have such a law emacted?
MRS. ALEXANDER: Yes,

MR, SLAWSON: I don't believe we have gone into that in the
memorandum. We simply have suggested that it be done on a
laboratory basis because of the exemplary influence that Washington
can exert, The methods to be employed are the usual methods that
we employ in influencing public opinion.

You say educational. They are not always educational methods.
Sometimes they are educational and political. The educational
metnods, we know what they are. We use the usual media that reach
people such as the radio and the press and the magazines and the
mevies, etcs

We try to reach labor groups and veterans groups and women's
groups and youth groups and all those groups, self-interest groups,
that constitute the population here. It is a process known very
well to those who do that kind of a job, and it sometimes succeeds
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and sometimes fails/
Do you have anything in mind?

MRS, ALEXANDER: You take the radio., When they broadcast a
product, people just turn it off; they don't have to listen to it.

MR, McCARTHY: I am with the Department of Education of the
American Jewish Committee, We are concerned with suggestions to
the President's Committee that there are certain areas where you
don'v need legislation, but you can recomrend action by administra-
tive officials of the National Govermment., Now, I can give you an
example of an administrative action on the part of an official of
the District of Columbia which comes, of course, under the Congress,
which I think had great educational value, and I should like to
see more of that kind of action. I am referring to the Unemployment
Compensation offices and Public Employment offices in the District of
Columbia where, by the stroke of a pen, the top administrative
officers ruled that there should be no segregation in the handling
of applicants for jobs or applicants for unemployment compensation
whereas up to that time they previously had been segregated physically.

Now, that is an illustraticn of the kind of administrative
act that desn't require any rew law but requires an attitude of
courage on the part of administrators who put them into effect.

Now, if encugh of this kind of action can be taken, I think
the education effect will be accumulative, and there will come a
time when we would accept as common practice the fact that there

would be no discrimination in many new areas in the District of
Columbia,

MR. WILSON: Mr, Slawson, the question previously put to you is
one that I was going to ask you, but probably from a broader base,
not only with respect to the District of Columbia., I note that
you have given Dr. Carr a memorandum on the educational approach
to the problem of civil rights. 1 haven't had the opportunity of
reading that memorandum yet, but does it go into a detailed account
of educational methods that you are suggesting be employed or the
educational methods that you have just mentionsd here now?

MR, SLAWSON: Yes, ile specifically go into detail with respect
to all the problems of the Government and the subdivisions. We
also go into some detail with respect to non-governmental agencies,
but in the third memorandum is a description of the manner in
which our organization employs educational media, and some of them
may be applicable and some of them may not be,
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MR. SHISHKIN: In your statement, Mr, Slawson, I notice that
you recommend in conclusion the establishment of a permanent
Federal commission on civil rights as an advisory agency to the
President, I was wondering whether you could elaborate a little bit
on that recommendation. I mean, how do you visualize that agency
operating? What would be its relationship to other agencies of the
Government in order to attain maximum effectiveness?

MR, SLAWSON: Well, this Committee, or Commission rather,
should have continuing final responsibility in this matter,

MR. SHISHKIN: At the policy level?

MR. SLAWSON: At the policy level, purely advisory, of course,
to the highest governmental officials, to be utilized by the
President and other governmental officials on an advisory basis., We
do not propose any administrative function at all for this com-
mission. I am quite sure there have been precedents for such
commissions, and we believe that civil rights are so terribly im-
portant that that whole question merits the continuing attention
and activity of a well-chosen commission,

MR, SHISHKIN: Do you think the cormmission should have as a
part of its function the holding of hearings in different parts of
the country and the conduct of investigations?

MR. SLAWSON: Yes, to hold hearings and conduct investigations
and to bring togetner the best thinking in the country on the
subject of civil rights from both the legislative and educational
point of view, to focus attention on specific problems in the area
of civil rights that are troubling the Nation at any one time. It
may be educatlonal, employment, housing, or whatnot., We have no
blueprint as to the exact functions, but the type of thing that you
ladies and gentlemen are now doing, we think, is so very igportant
that it should become a continuing responsibility on the part of the
Government. We feel very keenly that Govermment should take a much
greater responsibility of the entire question of the ducational
aspects of civil rights,

MR. SHISHKIN: But you visualize the administrative responsitdity
to be carried out through the existing agencies of the Government?

MR. SLAWSON: Yes, We do not visualize this commission to
have any administrative responsibility.

MR. SHISHKIN: I was wondering whether you have given any
thought to the possibility of relating, integrating and coordinat-
ing some of the activities that are now dispersed among different
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branches of the Government that are all bearing on this field,
which would be ore type of function ruled out under youwr defini-
tion of the kind of commission you visualize; and yet, to my mind,
it might be of some importance. I was wondering what your reaction
to that would be,

MR. SLAWSON: We do not visualize on an administrative level
any coordinating functions in the area of civil rights. We be-
lieve that the Government agencies, in their respective areas
should carry out this responsibility, such as the Department of
Agriculture and the United States Children's Bureau.

MR, SHISHKIN: But do you think through the White House or
other methods such coordination might be well accomplished?

MR. SLAWSON: In the area of civil rights, per se?
MR, SHISHKIN: That is right.
MR. SLAWSON: At this point, I would say no.

I would say that this commission would be a stimulator, a
standard producer, producing standards and making analyses and re-
commendations for action, rather than serving, itself, as a coordi-
neting instrument at this time, nor do I feel at this time that
this whol question of c¢civil rights in all its ramifications can
be coordinated into any one governmental instrumentality. The
Civil Rights Bureau, which we recommend strengthening, in the
Department of Justice has a pretty specific area, legislative and
legal area, but that is only one phase, The broad problem of
educating the American public to make it possibly for us to live
together, all these 60-odd different national origins, the 100-cdd
different religious sects, is a problem so vast that I do not believe,
unless my associates wish to supplement it, that there can be in
the United States Goverrment one department to do that type of
thing, because that kind of an attitude flows from activity, day-
to-day activity, in all aspects of life, and that cannot be special-
izede In other words, in education or in business, in the children's
field, or in any other group, any activity that is done has a
civil rights' bearing, and it seems to us that it comes more
concretely from the activity itself rather than from umbrella-~type
civil rights operation, I dont!t know whether I make myself clear.

MR, SHISHKIN: Yes, you do., I think you perhaps might have
misunderstood my question as implying the civil rights commission
would assume responsibility., I was merely wondering, and I think
you have answered it, whether or not there might be a possibility
of exploring the need in the Executive Branch of the Government of
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providing some mechanism to prevent either overlapping or operation
at cross purposes through the White House or other means to provide
a consistent kind of an approach on the part of different agencies
that might be concerned with it in the field of civil rights.

MR. SLAWSON: I think if the governmental agencies today would
give more attention to this subject through their respective
activities, we would make considerable progress,.

RABBI GITTLESOHN: Mr, Slawson, what suggestions, if any,
would the American Jewish Committee make for our guidance in
dealing with the problem of discrimination in education, with
special reference to the non-admission of Negro, Oriental or
Jewlish students to colleges or professionali schools?
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MR. SLAWSON: Well, it is another of the subjects that has to
be dealt with on a multiple basis. Actually, the first thing
that comes to mind is legislation., We would like to look upon
legislation as an act of a last resort, not a first step. If
a State is ready for that kind of legislation, it should enact
it., Now, we don't believe New York State was ready for it, and
the Austin-Mahoney bill fell through. You all know what that
bill was., It is very, very difficult to legislate prejudice out
of existence, and unless there is a receptivity, at least on the
part of the representative leadership of the State or a community,
a bill such as that might fail, As an illustration, the Austin-
Mahoney Act toward the end was opposed by the Catholic Hierarchy, by
the State Protestant Council, and by the professional educators;
therefore, it was impossible to pass that kind of bill., We have
had this thought, and please understand me, we favor legislation:
(a) if it is possible to put it through; (b) if it is possible
to enforce it after the legislation is enacted, We have had
confidential discussions with responsible leaders in the Associa-
tion of Colleges and Universities, and we asked them whether in
their opinion this was something they ought to be concerned with
themselves in their own Association, this problem of equal edu-
cational opportunities, and they are very much concerned with it.
They do net like to legislate, They would like to do something
about it themselves, and it has been indicated to us that they
themselves will form a commission on equal education opportunities
to try to see what can be done to reduce the amount of discrimina-
tion on the part of those that desire it. So far as the Federal
Governmem is concerned, I do think the problem is much simpler,
It is quite possible to restrict subsidies, grants, to educational
institutions for scientific research and in all other areas
where grants are made from the Federal Government to States. I
think there is an obligation on Government to restrict such grants
on the basis of legislation unless discrimination is elgiminated.

It is conceivable that the entire tax exemption question
may enter into the picture eventually in the States themselves,
but I do think that this whole problem of equal education oppore
tunities has got to be handled from both ends, from both the
educational and the legislative ends, and I have a feeling that
the leaders of education, themselves, must be made to understand
that they themselves have a grave responsibility. Of course,
after all, university presidemts have great prestige value, Dr.
Graham, and I think because of that prestige value it is terribly
important that they see it pays, and if they themselves condone
the practice of discrimination in their own universities and
colleges, I am afraid others with less wisdom and less prestige
will follow suit, in other walks of life, I think it is terribly
important that we place as much responsibility as possible on
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¥RS, TILLY: But, ir. Slawson, practically every consultant
we have had, and we have nhad many of them, has agreed that it
might be well to have hearings in local communities, and I have
been wondering for what purpose would it be an educational
process to make the community aware of the civil liberties it
does not enjoy. ..ould that be the motive for the hearings?

M, 53LAGSON: I think so, Mrs. Tilly. I think that hearings,
if properly conducted and witnesses carefully chosen, can serve
as effective educational media. I don't believe that most citi-
zens, particularly those who are members of what we term the
majority group, are at all aware of the amount of violation, the
extent and intensity of violation, of civil rights in their
comrunity. I think that some of them would be horrified if
these viclations were actuvally exposed and put on top of the
table. I tnirk something would be done about it if they really
came face to face with it, but in their own daily contacts, for
the most part, they do not come face to face with it. That
would be a very important educational experience. I think also,
as the result of such hearings, all the wisdom that was available
could be mustered as to the manner in which the infraction of
civil rights should be eliminated and reduced,

I could see such hearings would be qguite useless and pro-
vocative if they were not very €arefully handled. For instance,
I could see such hearings simply bringing out gory facts that
might make people feel that there is nothing existing in the
United States but prejudice and discrimination. There is some
feeling teday, for instance, on the part of some Europeans in
religious discrimination at the present time in the United States
is perhaps operating on a most vicious plane. Ve know that is
riot true., It is an exaggeration.

we do not want these hearings to do that kind of thing —-
simply accumulate the horrors of humanity. That doesn't do any-
tody any goocd. But I do think that conducted as I have indicated,
with well-chosen witnesses, and very carefully planned in differ-
ent parts of the country, different regions of the country, it
would preve quite useful to your commission.

MHE. wILSON: I'm afraid we will have to stop this part of
the hearing, Mr., Slawson, and I want to thank you, Mr. lLevy and
Mr. licCarthy for your very helpful testimony to our over-all job.
Tou have been very helpful, and we are very much obliged to you.

CONFIDENTIAL




1]
‘
o
r
7
@

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

President's Committee
on .
Civil Rights

-301-
CONFIDENTIAL

MR. SLAWSON: Thank you for permitting us to come to you.

ME. WILSON: Mr. Liasaoka, we are delighted to have you ap-
pear before this Committee, and I want to ask your indulgence at
a certain point in your testimony. \le are expecting to have
Justice ifurphy come to swear this Committee in, and we may have
to interrupt fou for about five minutes; if you will bear with
us in that, we will be glad to have your testimony now, sir, and
when you finish we would like to have the privilege of asking
you some gquestions.

STATEMENT OF MIKE MASAOKA
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR OF THE JAPANES
AMERICAN CITIZY¥NS LTAGUE ANTI-DISCRIMINATICN COMMITTEE, INC.

MR, FASAOKA: e persons of Japanese ancestry, citizens
and alieris alike, have many problems in common with other minority
and racial groups in the United States. At the same time, we
have several that are peculiarly and exclusively your own.

Most of the latter stem from our wartime treatment, an un-
precedented action that many have described as the greatest
violation of civil rights in American history.

The military evacuation of a hundred and ten thousand persons,
two-thirds of whom were American-born citizens, without trial or
hearing, in the absence of martial law and when our courts were
functioning, began a pattern for un-American discrimination that
still threatens the civil rights and liberties of every citizen.

If, as the Supreme Court ruled, "affinity" with a particular race
is sufficient cause for trampling the constitutional guarantees
of any individual or group, it is our belief that civil rights
mean little in emergencies when they are needed most as a pro-
tection against tyranny and oppression.

In view of what happened to us in wartime, we fear for the
future when man's passions may be aroused and reason is dimmed,
when special interests may foment hysteria and prejudice. Ve
believe that if the validation of ci¥il rights is the concern of
this Committee, then this Committee must interest itself in
presenting to the Supreme Court of the United States another
opportunity to determine the legality of arbitrary and wholesale
evacuation without trial or hearing. For the precedent estab-
lished by these decisions, as Mr. Justice Jackson pointed out,
"lies about like a loaded waapon ready for the use of any author-
ity that can bring forward a plausible claim of an urgent need!"

Hand in hand with the civil rights that were by-passed in
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the spring of 1942 were property rights. The evacuees were
forced to liquidate their holdings without adequate government
prctection or supervision., luch we gave away; some we sold at

a mere fraction of their real value; more was left with presumed
friends who in many cases "sole us out" while we were gone; and
the rest we stored in private or government warehouses of ques-
tionable quality.

Today, the government acknowledges that its facilities to
protect our property viere not as they should have been. Through
the Interior UDepartment, an Lvacuation Claims Commission bill
nas been introduced in the House of Representatives. A companion
bill is expected socn in the Senate,

Since the administration has acknosledged its responsibility
for some of our economic losses, we urge this Committee to re-
commend to the Congress prompt passage of H.it. 2768, the so-
called Evacuation Claims Commission bill, as a matter of common
justice and good coneciernce,

;e persons of Japnese ancestry know the meaning of a housing
shortage. ie were evicted from our homes and now that we ure
permitted to return, we find that our former accommodations are
cccupied by members of other minority groups. e cannot purchase
or rent housing in other areas because of restrictive covenants
that apply not only to us but to several others, Thus, we are
forced to either evict the present occupants or to crowd in in
what few facilities there are, In eigher case, we are not im—
proving community relations but creating race tensions that may,
unless something is done to relieve the situation, break out into
ugly sores.

With members of other minorities who are the victims of
this vicious and untenable private practice, we recommend that
this Committee initiate action to repudiate and to void these
racial restrictive covenants that violate the spirit if not the
letter of the Constitution and the Federal Civil Rights Statute.

we knov, too, what discrimination in employment is. ile
know what it means to be unacceptable to union membership, what
it means to be the "last hired and the first fired", what it
£novi these things because we have heen forced to experience them.
Trhat is why we believe in legislation providing falir employment
practices in every industry and every business.

Cur veterans know that certain vocational schools refuse
them adinission, that other schools have unwritten quotas relating
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to their entrance., That is why we believe in equal educational
opportunities and facilities for all, regardless of race, color,
creed, or national origin.

vihen we first returned to our West Coast homes, we found
that some persons fired upon our persons, burnt down our hones,
and threatened us with violence. \ie know now, better than ever
before, that Federal authority must be extended to protect the
lives, the limbs, and the property of every person everywhere in
the land and that this authority must be effective when local
prejudices and hatreds run rampant.

vie believe in stronger, more effective Federal Civil Rights
Statutes that apply to individual as well as official action, in
an anti-lynching law, in any meeaure that protects a person
against violence of any kind.

e believe, too, in the repeal of discriminatory laws based
upon race, especially when these laws are used as legal bases
to destroy the civil rights and liberties of a group or of an
individual.

Persons of Japanese ancestry are among a few peoples who
are still "ineliginsle to naturalization'" under our Federal laws.
Because they are so classified, they cannot become citizens of the
United States and thereby are forever barred from over a hundred
different fields of employment, businesses, and professions that
are closed by statutes to all aliens by various states and
municipalities,

In addition to these general prohibitions aimed against all
aliens, those of Japanese ancestry are subjected to several more
by reasons of their "inelipipility" to naturalization, a legal
device whereby discrimination has been held to be constitutiocnal.

Most damaging of these special anti-Japanese statutes are
the alien land laws of some twelve western states. At the
moment, California is by far the most active in attempting to
escheat lands now under the control and operation of American
citizens, many of whom served witph distinction in the United States
Army in the recent war.,

Alleging violations of a law first passed in 1913 but seldom
invoked until 1945, the State of California is escheating proper-
ties without compensation of any kind. The State has enacted
ex-post facto laws denying the use of the Statute of Limitations
as a defense against escheat; it has shifted the burden of proof
from itself to the Japanese defendant in contradiction of American
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principles of jurisprudence.

Desiyned to prevent the Japnese alien from operating land,
1t is now being used tp deprive imerican citizens of their prop-
erties without due process and to threaten those fundamental
concepts of decent living that so many of us fought for overseas.

Under the alien land law, we citizens cannot permit out
alien parents to live on the same land with us, or even in the
same home. Ve cannot help our parents meet the ordinary expenses
of living if our funds are derived from the beneficial use of
land. In several cases, american citizen spouses of alien
Japanese have been forced to give up their lands because such
married couples have no right to cultimate those lands together.

iforeover, the State of California now contends that alien
Japanese may not lawfully lease commercial or even residential
property.

e believe that this law violates the rourteenth ~mendment
to our Constitution and the Civil Hights Statutes because it
denies to just the Japanese the "equal protection of the laws."

Tne Supreme Court of the United States has agreed to hear
arguments on the constitutionality of the alien land law this
fall. e submit that this Committee should recommend that the
President direct the Attorney General to appear in this case and
to declare the government's opposition to such laws as a viola-
tion of our national policy and civil rights.

This classification of "ineligibility" to naturalization is
used in California to deny to Japanese aliens the right to engage
in commnercial fishing, as a "conservation" measure the State
now contends, Japanese aliens, including the widow mother of
a Congressional Medal of Honor winner, cannot receive an old age
pension in that Stete, Japanese parents, including many who lost
their only son in battle, cannot receive relief payments from
the State on the same basis as others.

And on the national scale, many Japanese aliens whose sons
served in both the European and Pacific Theaters during !orld
War IT are subject to deportation. So are many Japanese aliens
wiho contributed much to victory, in counter-intelligence, in

translating and interpreting enemy documents and materials, in
map drawing.

To correct grave injastices and to permit these aliens who
have denonstrated tleir loyalty and allegience through the years
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to become citizens, we urge this Committee to recommend to
Congress the repeal of the few remaining racial discriminations
in our immigration and naturalization laws.

The passage of laws removing race as a qualification for
raturalization would not only remove the "heart" from the anti-
Japanese legislation of many western States but also the tradi-
tional "excuse!" used in enacting such discriminatory legislation.

.e are not so nzive as to believe that the simple enactment
org repeal of specific legislatlon will remove race prejudice,
uut we do believe that specific legislation that defines standards
of conduct and provides effective penalties for violations tends
to curb deliberate and malicious discrimination based on race,
color, creed, or national origin.

Supplemented by proper educational campaigns that demon-
strate the need for unity and goodwill among all segments of
fmerican life, Federal legislation can be effective in the field
of civil rights.,

e persons of Japanese ancestry, together with other Americans
¢f all nationalities, relisicus, and color, look to this Committee
vo prctect the hard-won rights of all mirorities in ‘orld lar II,
to enlarge those areas of opportunities that were opened up to
us in wartime, and to provide safeguards for our lives, limbs, and
property against the encroachment of vested interests and "hate"
groups. e look to this Committee to make more real the dreams,
roypes ard aspirations of the American soldier who fought and died
that liberty and ecuality for all would be more than a catchword.

1

YR, wILS0M:  Thank you very much, lir, kasaoka.

Mow, if you will excuse us for just a minute —-
I'ease be seated, ir. Justice. e will be delighted, sir,
if you will come up.

(At this point, lr. Charles A. w~ilson, Mr. James B. Carey,
Dr. Frank P. Graham, Bishop Henry rnmm Sherrill, trs. M.E. Tilly,
Mrs. Sadie T. alexander, Rabbil Roland B. Gittelsohn, Mr. Boris
Shishkin, and ..r. Charles Luckman were sworn in as meisbers of the
President's Committee on Civil Rights by the Honorable Frank
purpny, associzte Justice of the Supreme Court of the United
States.)

SR GILSAN: That was very interesting testimony, lir.

Lasaoka. I am sure that my associates have questions that they
woula like to ask you.

CONFIDENTIAL
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DR. CARR: lMr. Masaoka, I understand that a considerable
runber of the Japanese-Americans who were evacuated from the iest
Coast area have now settled permanently in other sections of the
country -- Chicago, for example. Are the civil rights of these
groups that are now in new locations in particular danger, or are
corditions in these new locations somewhat more favorable than
they have been traditionally in the iiest?

MW, ASAOKA: Considerably more favorable than they afie in
tre west. You see, apparently race prejudice is levied against
certain groups in certain areas and not in others, and as far as
prejudice against us is largely in western areas; so that for
those who have resettled in the Bast and the iid Vlest particularly,
we find they have no real violation of civil liberties.

It might be interesting to know that of approximately 120,000
people evacuzted in 1942, only about 60 percent have returred to
the west Coast, leaving about 4O percent who have discovered
living in a little better elsewhere tuan in areas of California,
Oregon and washington.,

WR. «ILSON: I want to be sure that I understand one thing
you said correctly. I understand you to say that an American
born citizen of Japanese ancestry has different rights today than
the alien Japanese.

R. VASAOKA: May I explain that?

MR. WILSON: Please do. I don't understand just what the
differentiation is.

MR. MASACKA: Our Federal laws provide for two classes of
aliens, those who are eligivle for, and those who are not eligible
for, citizenship. The Japanese today are about the only large
group left in the United States who are ineligible to citizenship.
The other groups, such as the Chinese, the Filipinos, and the
Indians were granted the right of citizenship in 1942 and 1943,
respectively, although the Koreans, the Afghans, the people of
the British and Dutch East Indies are also still ineligible to
citizenship. Ineligibility to citizenship has been applied in
California courts to discriminate against persons of Japanese
ancestry. :xamples of that are in fishing and owning lands.

I understand the civil rights statute of the State of Cal-
ifornia is the only statute that makes a distinctim between
citizens and aliens, and the benefits of their civil rights
statutes extend only to citizens in the State of California.
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Repeating again, while we are not trying to make a particular
brief for aliens as such, we say that as lon; as there are
specific prohibitions designed to combat all aliens, that is
one thing, but if our parents cannot become &itizens, 1lift
themselves out of this special category, then we say that our
parents are being discriminated against solely because of race.

DR. GRAHAL: These parents who are now in the United States?

MR. MASAOKA: Yes. You see, the average Japanese alien
has been here between 35 and 50 years. The Oriental Exclusion
Act epplying to the Japanese was enacted on May 26, 1924, and
therefore the great bulk entered the United States prior to May
26, 1924. These people do not nave the same rights, the same
civil rights and other rights as other aliens, but I think of
greater importance to you gentlemen is the fact that because our
parents don't enjoy certain rights, we, the American citizen,
children of Japanese ancestry, are also denied rights which make
us in a way second class citizens. Let me explain that a little
further.

MR. WILSON: I don't think I get this.

MR, MASACKA: If I may use the illustration of the alien
land law, because I think that is the best and the most interesting
at the moment. It is the natural consequence of father and
son, parent and child relationship that the parent provide
Rritisloudien through gifts and otherwise for their children. Now, if
a British alien, let's say Fred Johnson, purchases land and gives
it to his citizen child, no power on earth can take that land
away from the citizen child of Fred Johnson. On the other hand,
if an alien parent of Japanese ancestry buys the same parcel of
land and gives it to his citizen child, the State of California
Iaw says that that purchase was made ih violation of the alien land
law and that the citizen child has no right to that particular
bequest, Furthermore, we find that generally, as we understand
the law, the burden of proof lies with the State. California,
by law, has shifted its burden of proof so that the Japanese
must now prove in court that when his parents bought this land
for him his parents did not evade the alien land law.

MR. SHISHKIN: Is that being tested?

MR. MASACKA: It is being tested now. It is being tested
in the so-called Qyama case which 1s now up before the Supreme

Court, and we are particularly interested in having this Committee
recommend to the President that the Attorney General appear in

behalf of the Japanese people and declape that this is against
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public policy and certainly a violation of the Constitutional
guarantees to all persons,

KR, SHISHKIN: Due process clause.
MR. MASACKA: Of due process,
MR. SHISHEIN: %hat is not confined to citizens.

MR. MASAOKA: Bhat is correct, as I understand it. Frankly,
I am not an attorney, but it seems to me that there are some
tremendous inequities in the law. Let me cite Jjust a few examples.
e have a number of American soldiers of Japanese ancestry who
were killed overseas. They were the only sons, the only children,
of some Japanese parents who are ineligible to citizenship. In
their battlefield wills they deeded this land to their parents.
They were killed. Their parents cannot have that land because
they are ineligible to own the land.

DR. GRAHAM: Who gets that land?
MR. MASAOKA: BRhe State of California gets that land.
DR. GRAHAM: By escheat?

MR. MASAOKA: By escheat. There is something very peculiar
about that escheat, and I would like to mention something, again,
here. The alien land law was passed by the State of Calafornia
in 1920 and made a part of the State Constitution. That provides
that all aliens who are ineligible to citizenship may not own, buy,
purchase or have any direct or indirect use in land. Naturally,
inturestuyd persons of Japanese ancestry, and particularly our parents,
were interesbed in just how they might be able bo provide lands and
to earn a living themselves. ' So, through court action, it was
determined that an alien, though ineligible to citizenship, may
purchase land and give it as a gift to a citizen child, and in
another court case it was determined that a guardian for a minor
child, a person, though ineligible to citizenship, might operate
the land for the benefit of the child until he became of age.

Curiously enough, from 1913 up until 1945, the State of
California did not prosecute or look for the so-called evasions
of the alien land law. In 1945, the State appropriated $200,000 to the
Attorney General in order to examine these alien land cases, and
they also provided that in case the State won any of the cases the
State and the County would split the selling price of the idand,
thereby giving incentive to the county attorne:'s to persecute and
prosecute persons of Japanese ancestry.
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Now, a curious by-product of this particular examination and
the present methods of enforcement is that the State of California
has made a lot of so-called settlements, In other words, hy the
system of harrassment, the system of continual investigation,
they have forced many of our people, who were a little doubtful
perhaps of what was going to happen, to settle for their own land.

Now, we have, in particular, such cases as the Iwamura
Brothers. They are in California. One served in the Pacific and
the other was woulded in Italy. ihen they were about three years
old their parents purchased land for them, and as far as they
knew it was their land. Before they went  overseas they were
adults, they owned and operated the land. Today, the State of
California has forced them to buy back their own land for $29,000.
Now, if there was any law violation, then we say the alien Japanese
should have been prosecuted a long time ago, that the State of
California shouldn't have waited 10 of 20 years until the value
of the land has increased, and now the citizen, absolutely inno-
cent and blameless, is being deprived of his land. That doesn't
happen to children of any other nationality, citizen or alien,
in the United States.

MR. SHISHKIN: would you repeat the name of the brothers?
I
MR. MASCAKA: Iwamura. Now, we have some other curious cases
like Mrs., Fujita. She is a citizen, born in the United Sbates.
She is an American-born citizen. Her husband is an alien
' Japanese. Her husband had some money, so he boutht lands in
: the State of California near Sacramento.

DR. GRHHAM: What year did he buy the land?
MR. MASAOKA: The land was bought in about 1928.
DR. GRAHAM: %tYhat was after —

R. MASAOKA: Yes, sir, after the Exclusion Act. Incidenéally

presumably qualified attorneys handled the transaction. The banks
sith el order lent credit on the transaction and everything else
seemed to be entirely in order, but he purchased this land and gave it to
his wife. He and the wife have lived on this land and reared their
children., Simply because he happehs to be ineligible to citizen-

! ship, the State of California has now instituted escheat proceed—

. ings against her land.

MR. WILSON: Didn't you say that he transferred this land
to her?
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MR. ASAOKA: Yes, but the law —— I would like to quote the
law if I may, definitely, to you.

MR. ILSON: If she is an American citizen, I don't see how
they could take the land away from her,

MR, MASAOKA: The law reads as follows:

"The scope of the statute is much broader than the
gecquisition of the ownership of land", and I am now quoting from
bhe California Supreme Court decision - of last October in the
Oyama, which is now pending in the Supreme Court,

"It includes the right to acquire, possess, enjoy, use,
cultivate, occupy, transfer, transmit and inherit real property
or to have and hold or impart the beneficial use thereof."

In other words, even though you may have a citizen wife, you
cannot cultivate or even occupy the same land with your own wife
or with your own children. That is why we believe that this law
is a fundamental violation of everything we hold to be American.

MRS. TILLY: Was that law in force before the property was
given?

MR. MASAOKA: No. The law was passed in 1913 originally,
and, then, again, in 1920, but since they didn't enforce the law,
if you want to use that word, why, the Japanese people, after
going to the courts and determining what they considered would
be a legal procedure, proceeded to buy land as they did.

DR. GRAHAM: was this law of 1913 a violation of an inter-
national teeaty?

MR. MASAOKA: The State of California was rather clever,
if I may say, in wording this law. They provided that aliens of
all countries could enjoy the same right to acaquire, possess,
occupy that land as anyone else,

DR, GRAHAM: That is, to carry out the international treaty.

MR, MASAOKA: That is right, it provided for, international
treaties. At that time there was the Treaty of Commerce and
Navigation between Japan and the United States. This question did
not come up simply because the State of Califormia after passing
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the law did not attempt to enforce this particular law. I feel
that if they tried to enforce it then, the Imperial Japanese
Government would have made representations to Washington and
something would have been done about the law, but they did not
enforce it, and therefore it was more or less considered another
harrassing law, another law just for the books, to stay local
temperament, I think the record shows something like two
violations.

DR. GRAHAM: Did you say it was a violation of an inter-
national treaty?

MR. MASAOKA: No, but it was never enforced. Had it been
enforced, I think the question of whether it violated or did not
violate would have come to the f8re. It was never mentioned in
any treaty.

MRS, TILLY: But it was all in response to local temeprament?

MR. MASAOKA: Frankly, I would say that it was local vested
interests. For example, if you notice the testimony &f the Tolan
Committee and other various congressional committees, people in
certain areas have said very definitely, "Sure, we want the Japs
out. e want their lands." The Japanese lands are largely
marginal lands. At one time they took lands that no one else
wanted. They took lands around Salinas that were worth 75 cents
an acre. By dint of hard work, of bringing irrigation to America
and particularly to California, they made the land so valuable
that today one are in Salinas is worth from $1,000 to $1500.
FPeople want those lands., I think this is one way to get it.

It might be interesting to note that Attorney General

Robert . Kenny, who was the Attorney General of California up
until this January lst, said that in his view the alien land law
ought to be repealed because it pertained to an age-old problem
that was no longer valid. In other words, wmbhe it referred to
alien Japanese who today are few in number, and the real escheat
is carried on not against the alien Japanese but against the
American cibizen of Japanese ancestry.

MR. LUCKMAN: May I ask, of the 60 percent to which you
referred as having now returned to California, is any substantial
part of that group employed in the same businesses in which they
were employed prior to 19427

MR. MASAOKA: Yes and no, This is what happened. In 1942

or prior thereto, most of the Japanese owned small shops, and
produce markets. Today, instead of being owners, they are simply
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clerks. The agricultural owners who went back to their land
discovered that they no longer owned their land, so they are
working there as farm laborers. In other words, the evacuation
has set back the Japanese people about 30 to 4O years, indus-
trially speaking, and as from the employment view they are back
from where their parents came. A lot of.citizens of Japanese
ancestry work as domestics, as valets in the so-called more menial
jobs, when prior to the war at least they enjoyed to some con-
siderable extent some of the management jobs and administrative
posts,

RABBI GITTELSOHN: Would you care to comment on the treat-
ment of the Japanese within the Armed Fates of of the United
States during the war?

MR. MASAOKA: I would like to state first for the record
that I was a member of the Armed Forces; in fact, I was the
first to volunteer for the 442nd Regimental Combat Team. I would
like to say that, generally speaking, there were certain isolated
exceptions where the Army went ott of the way to give us a
good deal —- that is, after the 442nd Regimental Combat Team
was formed. Prior to that time, however, the treatment was not
so good. we know, for example, that when President Roosevelt
came to Fort Riley, Kansas, all american soliers of Japanese
blood were placed in a motor pool under armed guard and later
the same troops were called upon to ge out into the battlefield
and to fight for their country. We know from time to time that
American troops of Japanese ancestry were given quartermaster
jobs and they wanted combat jobs, but, as I say, after Janaury
28, 1983, the Army began to treat us with, shall I say, the utmost
respect and consideration. They then began to utilize us in every
capaicty in which they felt we were qualified.

DR. GRAHAM: Vhat is the significance of January 287

IR, MASAOKA: That is the day when the President, as I
understand it, signed the order creating the Japanese-american
Combat Team. Prior to that time, you see —-- well, let me go over
the history of selective 3ervice, as farg as the Japanese are con-
cerned. Up until the time of the war, Japanese-Americans were
accepted for militxry service on the same bases as other numericans.
After the outbreak of war, the Selective Service placed all
persons of Japanese ancestry then in the service, as well as
others, in IV-C classification. That was a classification desig-
nated for enemy aliens., Naturally, we were citizens and we pro-
tested that classification; so the Sective Service chaped that
o mean undesirable for military service. We still resented it,
and although we were in the so-called, shall we say, concentration
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camps, a lot of us felt that we had to have a war record if we
wanted to haye a place in future America. ie worked for the
creation of a combat team. e worked for the use of Japanese-
american troops in the Pacific, in Intelligence, and any other
kind of work and we were finally given the right to go to the
Pacific or into combat. Thern, the Army changed their classifi-
cation and persons of Japanese ancestry were considered the same
as any other American soldier,

RARBI GITTELSOHN: Vere you used at all by the Navy and
Marine Corps, or exclusively by the Army? The reason I ask is
that I served as a chaplain with those units for 31 months and
saw no Japanese personnel during that time.

MR. MASACKA: It is curious to note this, sir, that the Navy
and iarines would have nothing to do with us officially, and yet,
when they needed Intelligence work they borrowed Japanese-american
people from the Army and used them. I am happy to say now, how-—
ever, that the Navy and the Marine Corps have decided that
persons of Japanese ancestry, American citizens, may be accepted
for service in both the Navy and the iiarine Corps on the same
basis as others.

DR. CARR: U[Did the Amy offer any commissions to the
Japanese-Americans?

MR. MASAOKA: Yes. The reason why we didn't refeive as
many commissions as most people think we should have, ,* think,
is rather easy to explain. l\le were all volunteers. Most of
us were college graduates. The average IQ of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team was 128 or 18 points more than you needed to go to
0.C.S. e weren't interested in commissions as such, and we
went overseas, So that practically everyone of our commissions
are battlefieldf commissions, won in combat.

I would like to say for the record that we are rather proud
of it, too, and I would like to say that I believe most of us
fought as we did, because we felt that in spite of the way we had
been kicked around, America was still the land of opportunity
for all of us. T know my mother sent five of her sons. Every
one volunteered for cambat. One was killed. The rest of us were
injured. Ve have over 30 individual decorations and medals be-
tween us. iell, my mother wants to become a citizen, Frankly,

I think she is entitled to be a citizen. It is for people like
my mother and for a lot of Americans of good will throughout the

United States who have a lot of confidence in us and our loyalty
that we did the job we did.
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MR. WILSON: Are there any other questions?

MR, SHISHKIN: I was wondering with respect to this land
question whether any limitation imposed by the land law itself could
be under that language? I haven't studied the statute, It could
be overcome for a specific purpose by lease or contract use., Now,
the law as you read it prohibits occupancy or use by those who
are non-citizens, but in the case of some of the transactions
you have mentioned, I was wondering whether that, on a temporary
basis, could be overcome and, of so, whether it has been attemptede

MR, MASAOKA: Well, theoreg¢tically, it can't be overcome.
Actually, it is overcome because in certain counties in the State
of California, where there isn't much sentiment against tge Japanese,
tnere is no effort made to force the alien off the land or anything
else. I think it is interesting in this connection to note that
the alien land law and every discriminatory law I have mentioned
or that I can conceive of in the United States as directed against
persons of Japanese ancestry stems from a fundamental Federal law,
that is, the naturalization laws of our country. In fact, the
United States Supreme Court wey back in 1920, when they upheld the
alien law of the State of Washington, declared that Congress has
created two classifications of aliens, those who are ineligible
and those who are elgible for citizenship, Since Congress has
created this classification, they are reasonable bases for making
categories and classifications. Now, that is the language that was
used by the Cowrt, and that is the spirit in which California has
carried out these particular bits of discrimination, because the
United States Congress permits this discrimination in its naturali-
zation laws: "We, too, are permitted to discriminate against
the Japanese.,® They don't use it against anyone else but the
Japanese, and we think that is not only grossly unfair and un-
American, but a violation of fundamental American doctrines.

MR. SHISHKIN: The reason I was asking the question a moment
ago was that I was wondering whether, in establishing a basis in
judicial review of the validity of that statute or for purposes of
legislation, examples could be drawn from California in the greas
in which the law itself applied in theory, but in practice there
was no antagonism towards the Japanese and they were permitted to
actually use the Land. Whether those examples would not prove
helpful in showing that where there are no concentrated vested
interests in a particular community, the statute itself is pretty
muich meaningless,

MR. ‘MASAOKA: It can be shown, In fact, in the election
last November 4, the people of the Stafe of California passed upon
what is called Proposition 15, Proposition 15 purported to
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validate certain amendments made to the alien land law by the
California State from 1920 up until 1946, Proposition 15 was de-—
feated by the voters of the State of Cal<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>