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)Jl Juno 9o 1947

Mr. Geott. L. Thomas,
Director of Social Relationsm,
?ortlead Concil of Church,,
305 T.LC.A. Building,
Portland 48, 0regoat

Dear 11r. Thomas3:

tour recent letter with respect to the outcome
of the South Carolina lynching trial has beern re-
ceived and I will 3arx that its conteints are brought
to the attention of the members of the President's
Comittee,

I assure you that the Co~nittca is giving very
-c~Ioe attvation to the lynching problem and this
subje~t is e artain to figure in -an important wiay in
the Cosmittee's flepr t 0 t;i ra~idin. It Is probable,
hgevrerthtb t Userapoz't will not be suttd for
saverul -ees, In tLA* me4a.Lizeip thEa Coamittee is
following a s1ripos&tC'Arule not to wak6 any public
istatoaents on separate issues., It, feals that it can be
most. off-cti.ve in the long run if it submits all of Its
recov*wgtious as a part of a strong, coproensive
report*,&

The Comittee very vueb appracist#5s the interest
of the Portland Council of Churches ini its iiork.

Sincerely yours,

Robbrt K. Carr.

HARRY So TRUMAN LIBRARY

6 N CIVIL RIGH-TS"1
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-. FRANCIS T. COOKE. PH.D., D.D.
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

REV. ARTHUR J. STANLEY
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

MRS. CLARENCE H. ELLIOTT
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

GEORGE L. THOMAS
DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL RELATIONS 305-8 Y.M.C.A. BUILDING .:. PORTLAND 4. OREGON

TELEPHONE BEACON 6161

June 4, 1947

EARL W. GARDNER
PRESIDENT

REV. WILLIAM H. FRENCH
SECRETARY

GUY E. JAQUES
TREASURER

DR. H. J. MAULBETSCH
CHAIRMAN, BOARD OF TRUSTEES

E. DEAN ANDERSON
WEEKDAY SCHOOLS OF RELIGION

MRS. ROY A. GAGE
COUNCIL OF CHURCH WOMEN

REV. DICK D. MORGAN
MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION

HOWARD FOWLER
YOUTH COUNCIL

Mr. Charles E. Wilson, Chairman
President's Committee on Civil Rights
734 - 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.O.

Dear Mr. Wilsons

2he Commission on Race Relations of the Portland
Council of Churches urges that you recommend to the Pres-
ident of the United States that immediate steps be taken
to secure the passage of anti-lynch legislation.

We, along with other democratic loving Americans,
are deeply concerned over the recent wave of mob violence
in our country. It not only is inhuman, but it places the
United States in a most unfavorable position among the
nations of the world.

Sin e yours

/eorL.Thomas
Director of Social Relations

GLT:1fc

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Jim. 9, 194'7

Mrs. N. 3. Klehrt
anid Mrs. Henry WaiiJler,
1037 Faidrouat Avenue,
St. Paul. izaassota.

Dear Mrs. 32ehert and Mrs. Weiller:

Your recent letters with respect to the outcome
of the South Carolina lynching trial have been re-
ooived and I will1 see that their contents are brouht
to the atteztioui of the seiaberz of the Pravideatte
Cowuitte. on OW±1 Rights*

I &*sure you th ,t. the Committee is giving very
cloge attention to this lynching problem and this
subject is certa nto~ figure in an important wmy in
the Comittes's Repdr~t to the3 Preaidoait-. It 13

probble hoeve, %0at-tIa3repor-t .'41ot be sub-
mittjed for several weeks. In the maentizal the Cox,-
mittee is following a aelf-izposa-d ri-le not to make
any public &tenents on ;;vqarate isus It feels
that~ it can be most effective~ in the~ long run if it
submit$ all of its recommeniiation-a as a part of a
strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much apprclca-.es the interest
you are showing in its work.

Sincerely your,

Robert X. Carr.

HARRY. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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7037 Daftnmott c;qv'iue:

Saint 9§PaLLL'--, 4:'Ufirnf-ota

June 2nd, 1947.

Mr. Charles E. Wilson,
Chairman C ommittee on Civil Rights,
734-15th St. N.W.,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wilson:

In view of the recent disgraceful miscarriage of
justice at GreenvilleSouth Carolina, I am writing
to ask that you do all in your power to facilitate
the passage of H.R. 3488, the anti lynch,1aw.

In the name of justice and the democracy for which
our great Republio stands, I am appealing to you
in behalf of our negro citizens.

Thanking you for whatever you are able to do in this
matter, I remain,

Yours very truly,

1037 Fairmount Ave.,
St.Paul, 5, Minnesota.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"t
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JUN 6^1947

Jube 3rd, 194-7.

Mr. Charles E. Wilson ,Chairman ,
Committee on Civil Rights,
Washingtob, D. C.

My dear Mr. Wilson,

I am writing to enlist your interest and
earnest support of the Anti Lynch Bill H.R. 3488,which I
believe is now pending in Congress. I am sure every lover of
true demoonaoy deplores our laxity in the matter of our
treatment of our negro population and is very anxious to

see this situation improved. Those countried whose political
systems are in such an unstable condition at the present
time might be more impressed by the democratic ideal if our

democracy would obliterate some of the old evils that still
exist.

In the hope that you will use your infludone to the
fullest, I am,

Yours truly,

Amalia Weiller.

Pardon typed signature. I am blind.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I



THE PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS

CHARLES E. WILSON,
CHAIRMAN

JOHN S. DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

F 4NKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Jr.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

Mt. SADIE T. ALEXANDER
JAMES B. CAREY
MORRIS L. ERNST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HAAS
CHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
MRS. M. E. TILLY
CHANNING H. TOBIAS

734 'Fifteenth Street NW., Room 706, Washington 25, D. C.

Telephone: Executive 3300, Extension 459
ROBERT K. CARR,

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

june 311, 1947

Hollywood Women's Council,
Los Angeles,
California.

Mesdames:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome
of the South Carolina lynching trial has been received
and I will see that its contents are brought to the
attention of the members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this subject
is certain to figure in an important way in the Committee's
Report to the President. It is probable, however, that this
report will not be submitted for several weeks. In the
meantime, the Committee is following a self-imposed rule
not to make any public statements on separate issues. It
feels that it can be most effective in the long run if it
submits all of its recommendations as a part of a strong
comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Jun. n, o47

Mr. Oaveadiah Nioon,
518 Setter Stret,
soom 507,
San resissco, California,

Dear Mr. huons

Your resent letter with respect to the outoome
of the outh Cavolina lynching trial has been received
and I will ow that its contents are brought to the
attention of the membewe of the President's Comuttee.

I assure ymo that the Comittee is giving very
close attention to the lynahing problem and this subject
is eertain to figure in an important my in the Conamttee 's
Report to the President. It is pIobable, however that this
report will not be submitted for several weeks. nlthe

eantime8 M the O tte is foilovimga selfd rta
not to mska any public statements on separate iaues. It
feels that it can be moat effective in the long run if it
submits all of its recommendations as a part of a strong,
comprehensive report.

2he Comitbee very much appreciates the
are showing in its work.

interest you

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Jan 11, 1947

Maes lan 8114 Miles,
1778 CarzU Avenue
8. Paul 4 ManesoM a

DEar Miss )eS

Tour reeent letter with respect to the ouoom
of the Bouth aMlina lyahing trial has been received
and I ill see that its contents are brougt to the
attention of the mabers of the President's Comittee.

I assure you that the Coittee is giving very
olose attution to the lynhing problem and this subject
is certain to figure in an important wa in the Comnttee's
Alport to the President. It is probable, however that this
report will not be submitted for several weeks, In the
mantim the Comittee isa followina self*anposed rule
not to ase an= public statement on separate issues. It
feels that it can be most effective in the long run if it
submits all of its reseaendations as a part of a strong
cmprehensive report.

he Commtee ve7
are showing in its work.

much appreciates the interest you

Sincerely yours,

Robert Ke. ar

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT ' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS J



JUm 1 0 197-

1778 Carroll Avenue, St Ppul 4, Minn.
June 5, 1947

Mr.Cherles E.Wilson
Chairman, President's Committee on Civil Rights
734 Fifteenth Street N.Y.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr.Wilson:
Surely all thinking Americans have been shocked by the tragic

miscarriage of justice recently in South Carolina. It makes it all the more
imperAtive that we have passed the federal anti-lynching law, such as has been
introduced in the House. This would be an expression of a national conscience Pnd
would have some influence toward checking such outbursts of mob violence.

There are many citizens in the South, we are sure who also would welcome the aid
to their efforts which would come from the federal government.

Respectfully yours,

" &-4 ) A/
-x

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"



June 11, 1947

Hollywood cann's Council,
Los Angeles,
California.

Neadames a

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome
of the South Carolina lynching trial has boon received
and I will see that its contents are brought to tho
attention of the members of the Prooident's Committee.

I aaure you that the Covnitteo is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this subject
is certain to figure in an important way in the Comittee 's
Report to the President. It is probable, however that this
report ll not be submitted for several weks aLn the
moantime9 the Comittee is following a self-imposed rule
not to make any public statements on separate issues. It
feels that it can be mot effective in the long run if it
submits all of its recommendations a a part of a strong
comprehensive report.

The Committoo very much appreciates the Intereat you
are showing in its work.

Sincoroly yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I
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-.,FSERVICE ~i~4~~II- -(R 21 symBoLs
.us is a full-rate W E S2.~~2. .L~ .LiD DyLte

AI a.r baNL-Nishe Letter.iegram or Cable- . f ~ y '~ - .N~geLte
ram unless its de- LCDeferredCableerred character is in-t n at Tt of

dicated by a suitable NLT-Cable Night Letter
symbol above or pre- L
ceding the address. A. N. WILLIAMS Ship Radiograrm

PRESIDENT I a.

T4- wln time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is 'TNADTM tpito rgu7~f iSA W SMOpmodanto,

?B73 NL PD=LOSANGELES CALIF 10
CHARLES E WILSON, CHAIRMAN PRESIDENTS COMMITTEE ON CIVIL

RIGHTS=734 15 ST NORTHWEST WASHDC=

WE OUR FAMILIES AND MANY FRIENDS URGE IMMEDIATE ENACTMENT OF
THE CASE ANTI*.-LYNCHING BILL HR 3488 THE STATES HAVE FAILED TO
PROTECT HUMAN LIVES THEIR DUTY NOW DEVOLVES ON THE CONGRESS
TO ENACT FEDERAL LEGISLATION TO CURB LYNCHING HYSTERIA NOW
CURRENT IN THE SOUTH=

HOLLYWOOD WOMEN1S COUNCIL.

HR3488*. J a.,

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCLRNING ITS SERVICE

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I____

I

A
.4
I

I



June 9, 1947.

Mr. X. W. Laws President,
Savannah Touth Council, N.A.A.C.P.,
2009 Florence Street,
Savannah, Georgia.

Spar Ur. Law:

Your letter of June 7th with respect to tne
outcome of the South Carolina lynching has been re-
ceived and I will see that its contents are brought
to the attention of the members of the President's
Committee on Civil Rights.

I assure you that the Compittee is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this
subject is certain to figure ia an important way in
the Committee's Report to the President. It is probable,
however, that this report will not be suaitted for
several weeks. In the mentime, the Committee is
following a self-imposed rulo not to make any public
statements on separate issues. It feels that it can be
most effective in the long ru if it submits all of its
recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive
report.

The Committee very such appreciates the interest
you are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "

'1



JUN 9.1

2009 Florance Street
Savannah, Georgia

June 7, 1947
Mr. Charles E. Wilson
Chairman
President's Committee oA Civil Rights
734 15th Street, .W.,
Washington, D. ,

Dear Sir:

Mob violence is on the-inorease. Weekly, we are hear-
ing the shocking announcement of another lynching of another
Negro; and in the case of Monroe, Georgia, and Columbia,
Tennessee, Negro ai.tizens were slaughtered in mass.

Mob violence is a vicious evil that is rapidly destroy-
ing the nation'E'honor. A nation of lynchers can not give
world leadership.

The Savannah You:th Council of the Ndtional Association
for the Avanoement of Colored people stands four-square
against lynching. Anarchism (lynching) must stop. We urge
the President's Commission on Civil Rights to recommend a
Federal 'Lawagainst lynching, Now. .,,...Mongoe, Georgia; and
GreenvIlie, Solth Cai'qlina, has shown that states are unable
to protect Negro oitizans from' the mob and When the crime is
committed, states .cannot'bring these murderers to Justice or
convict them for 'their.atroqities against humanity.

Shall we stand idle and alloi lynching to rule the land?
Urge immediate passAge of an Anti-Lynching Law.

Respectfully yours

President

HAR S.* TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEEqON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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June 9, 1947

Mr. Mark A. Smith, President,
Vancouver Branch, N.A.A.C.P.,
1201 East 40th Street,
Vancouver, Washington.

Dear Mr. Smith:

Your recent letter with respect to the
outcome of the South Carolina lynching has been
received and I will see that its contents are
brought to the attention of the members of the
President's Committee on Civil Rights.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this
subject is certain to figure in an important way
in the Committee's Report to the President. It is
probable, however, that this report will not be
submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Committee is following a self-imposed rule not to
make any public statement on separate issues. It
feels that it can be most effective in the long
run if it suits all of its recommendations as
a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committeo very much appreciates the
interest you are showing in its work. It has
found invaluable the cooperation of the N.A.A.C.P.
and its branches.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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JUNl9 19t

VaneworWashIagton Branch of 0he yatienal AssOiati*a 9r The
AdvanemOent Ot colete yeeple10 2ast 40th gtypaceaver-gK

7eae 9 1947

Civil Rights Committee,
Washingt on ID .C.

Dear Sirs:

Teday the 28 defeatents to the resent lyahiag trial in

genth arelia stand aeuIttd*his verdict breadeasts to the world

that gtate action eas*ot b depeake en to punish the eSime of

lynahing.the State has ha its eppotuaty and failed;the easpieuas

truth 16 that without federal legislatieait is eatiely impossible

to. protect Amerloan eitisens fron the lynah mob*& national diagrae*

The 'Federal ,gyeraao t has the iaeseapabloo responsibility

of preteoting the Ute ua preorty af its eitiseasant saless

suitable steps are taken we rear the pattera o behater as thus s*t

in south Carolina will be tapliated throughout the Matioe

passage of the Case Ati*lyashing Vill im '3488,intrdse*d

in the Nous way 15,by iep.aliffort pease (u.q*9.a. Is necessary

and proper* are asking that you go on *o*f4 as taking aton In

support of this legislation as a natter etjustie*,nattonal pea*

and safety.

Toure very truly,

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"J

I _



June 4, 1947.

Miss Pauline Thomas,
Secretary,
Madera Branch, H.A.A.C.P.,
Maderas, California.

Dear Miss Thomas:

rour recent wire with respect to the outcome
of the South Carolina lynching trial has been received
,tnd I will'see that its contents are brought to the
ut tention of the members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this subject
is certain to figure in an important way in the Committee's
Report to the President. It kL probable, however, that this
report will not, be submitted (for several weeks. In the
meantime, the Committee is following a self-imposed rule
not to make any public statement 'on separate issues. It
feels that it can be most effective in the long run if it
submits all of its recommendations as a part of a strong,
comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

- -77
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as a full-rate
-gram or Cable-

?Iam unless its de-
ferred character is in-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

WES TE RN
A~O UNION,

SA. N. WILLIAMS
PRESIOZNT**

The filing time shown in the d e telea letters isSTANDARD TIME at point of

CIVIL IL LIBERTY

15 & H S

THE MEMBERS

NL PD=VIA MJ MVD FM 1712 G, ST \V=1MADERA

IES UNION=~ WALKER BLDG 734 15 ST N

TS tAORTI'EJST

CALI

V-A SHD C= Z

OF THE MADERA BRANiACH OF THE MAACP ASK THAT YOY

PLEASE CONSIDER PA SSAGE OF THE. CASE All-IT I -L Y i1CH I li- -7 IBILL HP

8 IACOMMUNI CA TI ON

NA POLEON

F OLLO %Sl

GREEN PRES PAULI THOM'.iA S SE CY.

HR MAACP 88..

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

HARRY S.0TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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June 4, 1947

Mr. Albert Allen, President
Minneapolia Branch, NAACP
Minneapolis 3, Minnesota

Dear Mr. Allen:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the members
of the Presidnt's Cowittes.

I assure you that the Coitte is giving very close
attention to the lnoing problem and this subject is certain
to figue in an important way in the Comittee' s Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be enbmitted for several weeks. In the meantim, tthe Comittee
is following a self-sposed rule not to make any public state-
aents on separate issues. It fels that it can be most effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recamendations as a
part of a strong, comprehnire report,

The C6itt.e very ach appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert. K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I
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.s a full-rate
.am or Cable-

.nunless its de-
erred character is in-

dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address.

WESTERN
UNION

A. N. WILLIAMS
PRESIDENT

1201 r SYMBOLS

DL-Day Letter

NLNNight Letter

LC-Deferred Cable

NLT-CableNight Letter

Ship Radiogram

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

AA01

AeMB779 NL PD 2 EXTRA=MINNEAPOLIS MINN 3

CHARLES E WILSON=

:CHAIRMAN PRES IDENTS COMMITTEE ON

NORTHWEST WASHDC'

z.URGE COMMISSION

RE ANTI LYNCHING

TO RECOMMEND

LEGISLATION

SPEEDY

INTRODUCED

CIVIL RIGHTS 734 15 ST

ACTION ON FEDERAL LAW

IN HOUSE MAY 15TH

Ho R. 4 3.8
MINNEAPOLIS BRANCH NAACP ALBERT ALLEN

PRES IDENT*

,15 H*R*3488 NAACPIHE COMPANy WIL.. rL .- LCIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

HARRY S .0 TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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June 3, 1947

Mr. Charles J. Turck
President
Macalester College
Saint Paul 5, Mnesota

Dear Mr. Turck:

A copy of your letter to Miss Lou 311a Miles, quoting
heto~lorea to the Pre4dent with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the members of
the President's Comittee.

I aasur. you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the a i the Comnitwe
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be mst effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as a
part of a strong comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "
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May 27, 1947

Miss LOU Ella Miles,
1778 Carroll Avenue,
St. Paul 4, Minn.

iear Miss Miless

4 On receipt of your letter I sent the following te legram

to President Trumana

President Harry Truman,
The White Houses
Washington. D. C.

The miscarriage of justice in Greenville, S. C. * ankes
it imperative that the anti-lynching bill introduced
into the House on May 5 should be passed at once. I
am a Southerner and have lived forty years in the South.
I know tbt Southern Christians are ashamed of the
record of the South in regArd to lynohining and want
federal aid to end it.

Charles J. Turok,
President, Nacalester College.

I hope* Miss Miles, this telegram will be one of an avalanche that will

compel the President and the Congress to aot with power. think of the

effect of this terrible verdict on American reputation for justice and

brotherhood throughout the whole wide world. I am d of my Southern

brethren who have proved themselves to be unworthy of the nam of South-

erner as they are unworthy of the nam of gentleman.

Sincerely your friend,

Charles J. Turok.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE

ON CIVIL RIGHTS" "
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June 3, 1947

Rev. Arthur Foote
Minister, Unity Church
739 Portland Avenue
Saint Paul 5, Minnesota

Dear Rev. Foot

your recent wire with respect to the outoame of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the members
of the President'a Comittee.

I assure you tbat the Cafittee is giving very close
attention to the lynchipg problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an iaportant way in the Comittee' s Report to the
President. It is probable, however that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the ntime, the Comittee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effective
in the long rM if it aumits all of its recomendations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very mch appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "



ARTHUR FOOTE
Minister, Unity Church

739 Portland Avenue, Saint Paul 5, Minnesota

May 29, 1947

JUt4S w9

Mr. Charles E. Wilson, Chairman
President's Committee on Civil Rights
734 15th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Wilson:

The shocking outcome of the trial of the self-

confessed lynchers in Greeneville, South Carolina, makes

it doubly apparent that federal legislation is a must -

not because it will work miracles, but as a clear expres-

sion of the overwhelming sentiment in our nation that

such violence is intolerable.

May I, therefore, respectfully but earnestly urge

you to press for speedy action on H.R. 3488, the Anti-

Lynching Bill introduced in the House on May 15th?

Sincerely yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Jur 3, 1947

Mr. J. H. Morton, President
Austin Branch, AACP
Austin, Texas

Dear Mr. Mortons

Tour recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lashing trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the mobers
of the President Ga Comittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the ynottag problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important my in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make an public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effective
in the long run if it pubmits all of its recndations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very such appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "
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HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"1.

JUN M7
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT

OF COLORED PEOPLE
AUSTIN BRANCH

AUSTIN, TEXAS

May 28" 1947

Mr. Charles E. Wilson, Chairman
President's Committee on Citil Rights
734 15th Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wilson:

The abominable verdict of not guilty in the South Caro-
lina lynching trial, on May 21, 1947, of twenty-eight
men proves that the States will not punish the crime of
lynching.

In view of the fact that 4,982 lynchings have taken
place since 1882, 1,459 of the victims white, and 3,523
of them Negroes; further,-in view of the fact that the
crime of lynching violates the Fourteenth Amendment of
the United States Constitution which provides that "no
State shall deprive any person of life, liberty or
property without due process of law, nor deny any person
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the law";
and further, in view of the fact that the States have
failed to protect these rights, since statistics show
that no punishment has been meted out to lynchers in 99.2
per cent of the lynchings--the latest example being the
acquittal of twenty-eight persons being charged of I
lynching--we urge your Commission to recommend Federal
Anti-Lynching legislation.

This is necessary if democracy is to be preserved within
these United States of America.

Yours truly,

J. H orton, President
Aus n Branch N. A. A. C. P.

JHMrvk

a
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June 3, 1947

Atlanta Life Insurancj
Agency Force

Mobile, Alabama

Gentlemen:

Tour recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the mabers
of the President'0s Comittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynhing problem and this subject is certain
to figure An an important way in the Comittee' a Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
AMent on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recndations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very anch appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "
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June 3, 1947

Miss Doris Garey
St. Paul
Minnesota

Dear Miss Garey:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the members
of the President' a Comittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Comittee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public stake-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very auch appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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June 3, 1947

Miss Allena Grafton
Executive Secretary
Council of Christian Churchwomn

of Southern California
Los Angeles, California

Dear Miss Grafton:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the mabers
of the President's Comittee.

I assure you that the Coamittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Comittee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be anst effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
" PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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June 3, 1947

Lincoln Parish Branch, NAACP
Ruston
Louisiana

Gentlemen:

Your recent wire with respeo6 to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will see
that its contents are brought to the attention of the members
of the President#s aomittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very lose
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee' s Report to the
President. It is probable, howmevr, that this report will not
be simitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Cogittee
is followlag a self-amposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be mst effective
in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as a
part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Co-ittee very auch appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 29, 1941,

Miss Catherine Blanton,
Corresponding Secretary,
Christian Action Group,
First Methodist Church,
Tucson, Arizona.

Dear Kiss Blanton:

tour letter with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I
will see that its contents are brought to the attention
of the c*abers of the President's Committee on Civil
Rights.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very
close attention to the lynching problem and this subject
is certain to figure in an important way in the Comittee's
report to the President. It is probable, however, that
this report will not be submitted for several weeks. In
the meantime, the Committee is following a self-imposed
rule not to make any public statements on separate issues.
It feels that it can be most effective in the long run if
it submits all of its recommendations as a par: of a strong,
comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest
you are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

............



1847 Hedrick Drive
Tucson, Arizona
May 27, 197

Mr. Charles -. Wilson
Committee on Civil Rights
734 Fifteenth $treet
Northwest, Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. Wilson:

In behalf of the Christian Action
Group of the First Methodist Church and
myself, we urge that you do all in your
power to get the Commission to recommend
federal law against lynching. In the
light of recent developments in the south,
we are all aware how necessary and
important is this legislation.

Hoping that you will give this
your prompt attention, I remain

Sincerely yours,

Catherine Blanton
(Correspoiding Secretary)

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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way 29, 1947.

Nontgomory County Bratnch,
N. A. A. C. P.,
Troy, North Carolina.

Gentlemen:

Your letter with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I
see that its contents are brought to the attention of
members of the President's Committee.

will
the

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report will
not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Committee is following a self-imposed rule not to make any
public statement on separate issues. It feels that it can
be most effootive in the long run if it submits all of its
recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much a-ppreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the
assistance rendered to it by the N.A.A.C.?.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "
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Bay 29, 1947.

Spur Branch,
N. A. A. C. P.,
Spur, Texas.

Gentlemen:

Your telegram with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lyaching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report will
not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Committee is following a self-iposed rule not to make any
public statements on separate issues. It feels that it can
be most effective in the long run if it submits all of its

,/ recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 28, 1947.

Clark College Chapter,
N. A. A. C. P.,
Atlanta, Georgia.

Gentlemen:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the Presidint's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report
will not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime,
the Comitted is following a self-imposed rule not to make any
public statements on separate issues. It feels that it can
be most effective in the long run if it submits all of its
recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the
assistance rendered to it b! the BAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. L.arr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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SMay 23, 1947. -

Baton Rouge Branch,
national Association for the

Advancement of Colored People,
Bton Rouge, Louisiana.

Gentlemen:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of
the South Carolina lynching trial has been received and
I will see that its contents are brought to the atten-
tion of the members of the President's Coamittee.

I assure you that the Coamittee is giving very close
attention to the lynchig problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an,important avy in the Comittee'a Report to
the President. It is probi1able, however, that this report
will not be aubmittedi.$ seral weeks. In the meantime,
the Committee i following a self-.impoad rule not to make
any public statements on separate issues. It feels that it
coz be mst effective 4p the log run if it aubmits all of
its recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive
report.

The Committee very such appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the
assistance rendered o it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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'F.
May 28, 1947.

Mr. Roy Wilkins,
Assistant Secretary, NAACP,
20 West 40th Street,
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Wilkins:

Your telegram of Spy 22nd with respect to the out-
come of the South Carolina lynching trial we quoted in
&. memorandum to all seabers of the Prfsident's Committee
that date.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee'a Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
menta on separate issues. It feels that it can be mst effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recousadations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"I
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ROY WILK(NS ASSISTANT SECRETARY 20 WEST 40TH ST*

20 40.

Memo quoting this telegram sent to all members of the Pres. Comm. 5/227/47
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May 28, 1947.

Mr. Carlton B. Goodlett, President,
San Francisco Branch, N. A. A. C. P.,
San Francisco, California.

Dear Mr. Goodlet:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of he
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lyaching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report will
not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Committee is following a self-imposed rule not to sake any
public statements on separate issues. It feels that it can be
most effective in the long run if it submits all of its recom-
mendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 28, 1947.

Frank 1. Simone, Grand Master,
Lewis I. Gilgor, Grand Secretary,
Independent Order Brith Sholom,
506 Pine Street,
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania.

Gentlemen:

Your recent wire with respect to .he outcans of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report will
not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Coait.tee is following a self-imposed rule not to make any
public statements on separate issues. It feels that it can
be most effective in the long run if it submits all of its
recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Uarr.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
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9&y 28, 1947

Visa Anna Smart,
328 North Lexington,
St. Paul, Minnesota.

Dear Miss Smart:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Car&lina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the( lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to
the President. It is probable,, however, that this report will
not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the
Committee is following a self-imposed rule not to make any
public statements on separate issues. It feels that it can
be most effective in the long run if it submits all of its
r#mendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very such appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr.

--4
HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Way 28, 1947.

The Reverend 0. Dollar,
Pastor,
Grove Street Christian Church,
Houston, Texas.

Dear Revereud Zollar:

Your recent wire with respect to H.R. 3488 has
been received and I will see that its contents are
brought to the attention of the members of the President's
Committed.

I assure you that -he Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to
the President. It is probable, however, that this report
will not be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime,
the Committee is following a self-imposed rule not to make
any public statements on separate issues. It feels that it
can be most effective in the long run if it submits all of
its recommendations as a part of a strong, comprehensive
report.

The Committee very much appreciates tle interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. arr.

I
HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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Hay 27, 1947

Reverend George W. Robinson
Corinthian Baptist Church
Des Moines, Iowa

Dear Reverend Robinson:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that. its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President 's Committee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problan and this subject is certain
to figure- in an important way in the Comittee' s lReport to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public atate-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec-
tive ir the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as
a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Couitte** very much appreciates the interest you are
showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON CIVIL RIGHTS
734 Fifteenth Street NW., Room 706, Washington 25, D. C.

Telephone: Executive 3300, Extension 459

May 27, 1947

Mr. J. W. Morrill
Illinois Potentate
Zeid Temple, A.E.A.O.N.M.S.
Des Moines, Iowa

CHARLES E. WILSON,
CHAIRMAN

JOHN S.DICKEY,
VICE CHAIRMAN

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT, Jr.,
VICE CHAIRMAN

MRS. SADIE T. ALEXANDER
JAMES B. CAREY
MORRIS L. ERNST
RABBI ROLAND B. GITTELSOHN
FRANK P. GRAHAM
MOST REV. FRANCIS J. HAAS
CHARLES LUCKMAN
FRANCIS P. MATTHEWS
RT. REV. HENRY KNOX SHERRILL
BORIS SHISHKIN
MRS. M. E. TILLY
CHANNING H. TOBIAS

Dear Mr. Morrill:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as
a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"I

ROBERT K. CARR,
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

.A- 4?P
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May 27, 1947

V

Mr. J. W. NOriTSll
Illinois Petentate
Zeid Teple, A.w A.0. R.s.
Dea Moines, Iowa

Dear Mr. orrills

Tour recent wire with respect to the outoom of the
3uth arolina lynching trial has ba received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
member of the President's Comittee.

I assure you that the ComIrttee is giving verya lose
attention to the lynching problem and this subject in eart.ain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be subidtted fpr asveral weeks. In the meantime, the Comnittee
is following a ' aI!4nposed rule not to make any public state-
menta on separate issues. It feel& that it can be most effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations as
a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Coamittee vey mch appreeiate3 the interest you
are shooting in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K, Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I ______
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Revereid S. Marion Riley, Jr.
Indiana Avemine Methodist Church
Chicago, Ilin nis

Dear Reveread:

Tour recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lyshing trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President' Comaittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Camittee's Report to the
President, It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Cowaittee
is flowing a Mfmposed rule not to make arq public state-
ments on separate isese. It feels that it can be noAs effect-.
ive in the long run if it submits all of its recomendations as
a part of a strong omprehensive report.

The Camittee wery anh appreciates the interest you are
showing in its work.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

ii'
HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

May 27, 1947
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May 27, 1947

Miss Ethel E. Wood, Sec'y
Tacoma Branch, NAACP
Tacoma, Washington

Dear Miss Wood:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and Twill
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I a3sure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self-imposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest mou
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the as3ist-
ance rendered to it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARYION CIVIL RGTI
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May 27* 1947

Mr. A. P. Trotter
PresidentD Des Moines Branch MCP
Des Moines, Iowa

Dear Mr. Trotter:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Committee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important wa? in the Comttee's Report to the
President. It is probable however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following 1 alatd rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most offec-
tire in the long run if it sutbits all of its recosatendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report,

The Committee very moh appreciates the interest you
are sowing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it by the NAACP.

Sinoepely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 27, 1947

Mra. Lillie U. Jackson
Presidents NAACP
Baltimore, Maryland

Dear Mrs. Jacksons

Tour recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been receirland I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Comittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to the
President. It is probables however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a adg'>uaposed ru) e not to make any public state-
mante on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec--
tive in the long run if it submits Al1 of itsa recomendation3
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very much appreciate the interest 7ou
are showing in its work and it has foand invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it by the NALC?.

sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

I .
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May 27, 1947

Mr. W. F. Turner
President, Denver Branch, NAACP
Denver, Colorado

Dear Mr. Turner:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Commi=ttee.

I assure you that the Cormittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the mreantine, the Coctrittee
is following a self-inposed rule not to sake any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be rost effec-
tive in the lone run if' it subnit-i all of its recomrendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very uuch appreciates thle interest you
are showing ith it3 'work and it as tund invAluable the assit-
ance rendered to it by the :AC.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

.4

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 27, 1947

Mr. Ita-rold D. Snel
Exe cutive Secretary
Cincinnati Branch, NAACP
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dear Mr. "nell:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the

raembers of the Pre3ident's Comittee.

.I suree you that the Cormmrittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching7 problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a self*mposed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rei.;ered to it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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7ay 27, 1947

Mr. David M. Grant
President, 8. Louis Branch, NAACP
St. Luis, Missouri

Dear Mr. Grants

Your rodent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
amebers of the Presidentt's Comittee.

I assure you that the Cowttee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Committee's Report to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the reantime, the Conuittee
is following a selfiuposed rule not to make any public state-
Ments on separate isasus. It feels that it can be most effec-
tie in the Trw run if it submits all of ita recomndations
as a part, of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Connittee very much appreciate the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the asiet-
ance rendered to it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert .f.Carr

HARRY S . TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"
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May 270 1947

Mr. Nathan 1 . G*ristopher
President, Cleveland Branch NAACP
Cleveland, Oio

Dear Mr. Christophers

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolia lynohing trial has been received and I will
se that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President' s Goaittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comdttee's Report to the
President. It is probable$ however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantiw, the Committee
is following a imposed role not to make any public state-
mnts on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effec-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Committee very ach appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it by the NAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S.* TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT 'S COMMITTEEION CIVIL RIGHTS "

I



WESTERN
UNIONArt

JOSEPH LG. AN
PeesoyN 4 ]l

103)
1220 SMBOS

Ship Radhom

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time of *eeipt is STANDARD TIME at point of destination

HA35 DL PD=CLEVELAND OHIO91

CHARLES E WILSON, CHAIRMAN f

24 1053A

PRESIDENT

-7 MAY 24

COMMITTEE

AM II 32

ON CIVIL

734 FIFTEENTH ST NORTHWEST WASHDC=

THE ELEVEN THOUSAND MEMBERS THE CLEVELAND BRANCH NAACP

URGE THAT YOUR COMMISSION

IN THE LIGHT OF THE MOCKER

SOUTH CAROLINA WE REQUEST

RECOMMEND FEDERAL ANTI LYN

Y OF JUSTICE OCCURING IN Q
YOU JUSTIFY THE EXISTANCE

NCH LAW

REENV ILLE

AND

POTENCY OF YOUR COMMITTEE IN SEEKING THE PASSAGE OF HR13488.r

NEGRO CITIZENS OF AMERICA WILL PLACE FAITH IN YOUR

AND ITS OBJECTIVES ONLY IF YOURWE EIGHT BEHIND ANTI

LEGISLATION ISEFFECTIVE PLEASE

COMMITTEE

LYNCH ING

ADVISE US WHAT YOU ARE DOING=

C LE VELA ND BRANCH NAACP NATHAN K CHRISTOPHER PRESIDENT

CHARLES P LUCAS EXCUTIVE SECRETARY.

NAACP HR34880

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

RIGHTS

,



~ I
'..1

7.
~. ~

May 27, 1947

Mr. IfaxilyL. Barnett
President, AACP
Topeka, Kansas

Dear Mr. Barnetts

Tour recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Comittee.

I assure you that the Comittee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's Report to the
President.. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for- pevera1 weeks. In the meantime, the Comittee
is following a sed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate issues. It feels that it can be most effee-
tive in the long run if it submits all of its recommendations
as a part of a strong, comprehensive report.

The Comittee very mach appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it b- the NAACP,

Sincerely yours,

Robert K * Carr

*1
HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS "
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May 27, 1947

Reverend L. H. Simpson
President, Houston Branch NAACP
Houston, Texas

Dear Reverend Simpson:

Your recent wire with respect to the outcome of the
South Garolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Comittee.

I asare you that the Comedttee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an Important way in the Committee' s Ioport to the
President. It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted for several weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following ath^Vilap-ed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate ideanea. It feels that it can be most effeo-
tive in the long ran if it submits all of iLa recommendations
as a part of a strong, compehensive report.

The Camittee very uach appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ance rendered to it by the MAACP.

Sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY

"PRESIDENT ' S COMMITTEEINCVLRGT
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HOUSTON BRANCH NAACP REV L H SIMPSON PRES.
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May 27, 1947

Mr. C. P. hoapso,
Presided, NaACP"
Marksille, Lonisiana

Dear Mr. Thospson:

Your recent wire with respect to the outme of the
South Carolina lynching trial has been received and I will
see that its contents are brought to the attention of the
members of the President's Conitittee.

I assure you that the Committee is giving very close
attention to the lynching problem and this subject is certain
to figure in an important way in the Comittee's sport to the
President, It is probable, however, that this report will not
be submitted fobr wrl weeks. In the meantime, the Committee
is following a sed rule not to make any public state-
ments on separate sanes. It feels that it can be most effee-
tive in the long ran if it submits all of its reIosuandations
as a part at a strong, coMrehensive report.

Tb Coaittee very much appreciates the interest you
are showing in its work and it has found invaluable the assist-
ane rendered to-it by the NAACP.

Robert K. Carr

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEEON CIVIL RIGHTS"I
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Febina&ry 19, 1,)1"7

r Iteorandua

To: All members of the residentt'= Cowittee on Civil Rights

Fromi: Robert K. CarT', Executive Secretary

aJbjact; The positive employment~ of existing federal power in the

struggle to m~ks civil liberty in P!-merice. more secure.

Reelizing thuts,11 of 7ou -viUl be thinking uaboul, the poseihb. lit e~s for
v.ction in connectlorn with -,he lynching of '4illie &arle, Ysbruary 17, 1 147P
1 venture to send you the atttch~itd pasphlet. It is e ii'~rcuaision of P.

,orgitu police brutality ctse.

I;ailflcanae of the Decis~ion of the u rme Cour'%- in -Screvai vs. Unii- ed Sitates
Thlii case provided the first opporvumini4 to test t,,he constit-tionut1ity of
Section 52 of' Title 183 ofL the Unit,d St,&tes Code. This i* one of the tlwo
provisions of' existing lax~ in the civil rights field which were enacted
during the Fteconstruction era a.nd which iavc s-vived both the jdverse 8.-

tisons of the Supreme Court and action of Congress.

The case is typical of one of the most serious zhrewtts Wo civil liberty In
the country today - the conteaptL of mtny loc,%1 lza- enforcenant officers for

thP, rights of weak Ptnd helpless members of minori%-y ,-!roups.

The deci zion proves thr.1. t the power cari be found wi ~hin tWhe ntrds of 1WI -,

Contitution enebling the national government to function as a positive
instritality for the protection of C Vil libert~y.

Screws vs United 3tate -cocirned as it is with the right t' '.ie process- of
law In criminal proceedings, taIkee us to "lie very ht 1,&flat of trhe trauIii ortl
body ofl civil liberties 6nd reveals that certain of Zheh.se liberties may Pr-6oTer-ly
be regrordad as 'feduvrs right.3" not otnly in the sense of rights ttirL are pro-
t-,-cted against adverse action by the Fed*,ral Governcie-,t,, but rights thdt *Ie
F'ed-.ral Governmenit may under certozin circum"s teiri eas prottuct ag iu t eroech
men-, front other directions, whether from aece of state Svrnrirnt or fra
private individuals.

The ?ossibi.1ities of Further Use of '3ectins l and 52 Are 1'ide.
!* N., theb lerinto ILjresting possibility is thicuaue of"rhe statutes in ly:.icl Iag
(; aises To invite foderul prosoc'i-oii of sttate off'ictre who jpart2Ici,.;ate itin

iynchlai,, 41 is oily necoss .ry to sho ,-tli;a 6 tia cue process clau:56 .f the
Four ~ee-aendnent establishes a fedoirsJ.rtghr. not to be lynched.

Ihe u lseof' Sec-tion 51 to prosecute private persons -41w have atc;tc inl a
]yniiing is a much morc uncertain thing, beci.use ofT the difficulty of proving
the existence of a federal right not to be lynched b~y rriv-Lte personB. Vine
li t, of federal rights that may bie protectiud in the federeal courta agaii-tt
private encroacimen; is stIll i sr411 one~.

~Cabato~ofSeetw 51met 4

These two atatutory provialions are an iftperfect bugle uPM *Wach to develop a

normal and desirable war. O~~k% &~ eg~t~



HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT 'S COMM EE
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"

Memorandum

To: All members ofthe Committee

From Robert K. Carr

Object: The positive employment of existing federal power in the struggle to
make civil liberty in America more secure.

Realizing that all of you will be thinking about the possibilities for action

in connection with the lynching of Willie Earle, February47, 1947, 1 venture
It is a

to send you the attached pamphlet. Tkisxdiscussion of a Georgia Police brutality

case4  tXfull signi

in the



te

make

Significance of the Decision of the Supreme Court in Screw vs. United States

'his case provided the first opportunity to test the constitutionality of

Section 52 of litle 18 of the United States Code. This is one of the two provisions
existing)

of lawha in the civil rights field which were enacted during the Reconstruction

era and which have survived both the decisions of the Supreme/ 'ourt and tW action

of Congress*

Ahe case is typical of one of the most serious threats to civil liberty in the

country today- the contempt of many local law enforcement officers for the rights

of weak and helpless members of minority groups,

I! fe-ftra remedy, that may ~be invoke(

in,

he decision proves that the power can be found within the words of the institution

enabling the national government to function as a positive instrumentaility for

the protection of civil liberty/

Screws vs United States concerned as it is with the right to due process of law in

criminal proceedings, takes us to the very hear t of the traditional body of

civil liberties and reveals that certain of these liberties may properly be regarded

as "federal rights" not only in the sense of rights that are protected against adver:

action by the federal Government, but rights that the Federal d4oernment may under

certain circumstances portect against encroachment from other directions, whether

from agencies of state government or from private individuals.

HARRY S. TRUMAN LIBRARY
"PRESIDENT' S COMMITTEEllON CIVIL RIGHTS" j
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The possibilities of further use of Sections 51 and 55-are wide -Not the leakE

interesting possibility is the use of these statutes in lynching cases.

To invite federal prosecution of state officers who participate in a

lynching , it is only necessary to show that the durtprocess clause of the f

fourteenth Amendment establishes a federal right not to be lynched.

The use of Section 51 to prosecute private persons who have participated in

lynching is a muc more uncertain thing because of the difficulty of proving

the existence of a federalright not to be lynched by private persons. he

list of federal rights that may be protected in the federal courts against p:

vate encroachment is still a sheet one.

Evaluation of Section 51 and 52

lhese two statutory provisions are a n imperfect base upon which to develop

a program for Civil rights. Sooner or later Iuongress must provide z new

legislation if the civil rights program of the Department of Justice is to

develope in a normal and desirable way.
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Ihe possibilities of further use of Sections 51 and 55-are wide 4ot the leaYt

interesting possibility is the use 6f these statutes in lynching cases.

To invite federal prosecution of state officers who participate in a

lynching , it is only necessary to show that the dugtprocess clause of the k

fourteenth Amendment establishes a federal right not to be lynched.

The use of Section 51 to prosecute private persons who have participated in

lynching is a muc more uncertain thing because of the difficulty of proving

the existence of a federalright not to be lynched by private persons. he

list of federal rights that may be protected in the federal courts against p:

vate encroachment is still a s one.

Evaluation of Section 51 and 52

These two statutory provisions are a y imperfect base upon which to develop

a program for Civil ights. Sooner or later Longress must provide z new

legislation if the civil rights program of the Department of Justice is to

develope in a normal and desirable way.
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Telegraphic Message
From: President's Committee on Civil Rights

February 17, 1947.

Mr. Walter White,
Executive Secretary,
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
New York City.

Appreciate your wire. Federal investigations under way. This crime

will command our closest attention. Urge that you forward President' s

Committee additional information and advice. Deeply concerned.

Charles E. Wilson

F -
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WHATSOVER THAT T E VICT

AND'ROBBERY OF THE TAX
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Walter white

qwo -- Nvw t-g

Appreciate your wire1 Investgat ns un er way. Exga that you forward additiona
advice as it seems pertinent.

,Charles 1Ilson
~')~Z~ ~44*1~(. i~i zaht ."$*4
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1re. John HiaicJ.

Southern CozLfrezice for !Hwswi i1 hlfare,

'r' rf r'p1:fto y-;mr ira of Febriiary 19th, ttd-
dressed Wo Mr. CNharies E. Wilson, 74r. 411.eon hbe
±sked rke to tell you that the President's (Conaitt~e
on Civil RIight~s is deeply concerned about the rec-enb
E~rle lynching in South Caroina. We hAvei been in
touch with the Department~ of Justice and havc boex
informed *,.iw't they have aun invetiga tion ialr~ih.dy iwvi r
wa~y. We huve also beenu in touch Aith thie N.A.A.C.P.

w1hSieh is condwtirig its own Inveatigution. The
Preaideatts Committee expects to receive report-o
from both oonzaio a hortl'.-.7

I 3hotl~J. oiqit out to 1411nn tb~ttthe Preiuent'p
Committee has nro authority to deal with specific cases
or ".o iidartukt ttjwro-odta1 ,actirwi. Theafi c t Ionoi
the Committee ise to mL-ke a report -to the President
recommordinlg toys -,11 - >fimprov.ing thc st-,te o0
civil rights throughout tIhe country. The Canmittcoe Is

undoubtedly give the Yillie PErlo casie its close
&tttmt~cin 4fif, studA, this problem.

s;incerely ,(ours,

iARR SNTRNLBAYI
ON CIVIL RIGHTS"J*4

I
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INTERVENTION AND PROSECGPON THE ONLY WAY TO STOP SOUTHERN
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7"', 1 iljR1S1JOHN HRMOMl 4 0 CO CHAIRMAN NEW YORK COMMITTEE
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THANK YO: FOR Y RI RE NAACPHAS TWO INVESTIGATORS IN

GREEN VI LLE A1RREPO RT W LL BE FO RWA'RDED TO YOU

e~ ~
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