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February 2, 1959

t)ear Miss Monahan:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter of January
twenty-third and enclosure concerning the
sensitive issue of human rights.

Your interest in writing to express your views
and comments is appreciated. The issue is
one which requires patience, understanding
and forbearance from all persons. The Presi-
dent will continue to work with all the skill
which he can command to advance the time-
honored principles of -,merican equality and
justice.

Sincerely.

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative officerr
Special Projects Group

Misa Janette Monahan
1434 1o55utiVArd
Santa Monica, California Irs
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Santa Monica, California
January 23, 1959 ,

The Hon. Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House
WashDington 2, D.C.

M1vy Dear Mr. President:

I have just finished reading an open letter
to you from a Mr. Carleton Putnam, published in
the Christian Science Monitor as an advertisement;
and the opinions he has expressed "tempt me to write
you this letter."

Although Mr. Putnam seems to take perhaps a just-
ifiable pride in enmphasizing his own personal qual-
ifications of superiority, I believe the purpose
of his letter is-to emphasize or qualify or even
sell the principle cf race superiority. At least
it is that part of his letter which interests me
the most; and like Mr. Putnam "I risk the presump-
tion of a comment." But unlike Mr. Putnam I risk
it from a less lofty rung on the post of observa-
tion.

It is this matter of superiority and inferiority
that is of special interest to me, and I wish to
express "MI PLRSONAL CONVICTION" that if one then
everyone has the right to make his own self-appraisal
and to base it on whatever qualifications he may
choose: money, education, social standing, adherence
to traditions, public service, courage, Christian
fortitude, talents, or anything else that .e or she
may choose, so long as it carries the weight of a
personal opinion only, and is not presumed to in-
clude the right d taking prcedence over the con-
stitutional provision of "Equal rights under the
law. "

1jI



I

As to the social associations of which Mr.
Pubnsm sons to be so fearful, can a school not
1yo accepted for what I believe it was rrinarily
intended: a place of teaching and learning? And
can not social activities and the ursuit of ha-
piness renain whot I believe they were intended to
be: personal matters carried on at the discretion
and expense of the students and their fcmilios
and not at the expense a public funds collected
on a basis of equalit-?

I-r. Putne quotes the opinions of l nony rc.pu'-
able -eople. Very good, but are they not just
personal opinions: and because they were nde in

years long nast or oven at the present time, does
that mean bhat otler people can not have oo -osinG
opinions of equal weight under the law?

I agree with M4r. -utnam that Conress has the
right to make new laws at any tine, but I do not
believe Conc-rss has the right bormake 1wPus that
take pway the constitutional rights of a miinority
or any individual because of his cclor, race or
creed.

If Con-ress has thst right, it seems to me the
majority of people or the reproScntative ralority
can legislobe bo ibSelf the -ower of granting
-rivileges not only to itself but to others of
ius om_ choosing; and both history and the events
of the vecct da3 te]1 us that of uch seeds
revolutions are born.

I "o not b hve the resti e or money to make his
a public lo ter, bu 1 do hIve a t1rewritr, st atlon-
ery, stao:-:, and the vill to expres ny own o-inions:
and I have succumbed to the teavtat-ion o write ;6n
down in this letter to you.

Sincorely yours"
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Distinguished New Englander Discusses
High Court's Decision
on Public Schools

Washington, D. C.
October 13, 1958

The Hon. Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

A few days ago I was reading over Justice
Frankfurter's opinion in the recent Little
Reck case. Three sentences in it tempt me to
write you this letter. I am a Northerner, but
I have spent a large part of my life as a busi-
ness executive in the South. I have a law
degree, but I am now engaged in historical
writing. From this observation post I risk the
presumption of a comment.

The sentences I wish to examine are
these,: "Local customs, however hardened
by time, are not decreed in heaven. Habits
and feelings they engender may be counter-
acted and moderated. Experience attests that
such local habits and feelings will yield, grad-
ually though this be, to law and education."

IT IS MY PERSONAL CONVICTION
that the local customs in this case were
"hardened by time" for a very good reason,
and that while they may not, as Frankfurter
says, have been decieed in heaven, they come
closer to it than the current view of the Su-
preme Court. I was particularly puzzled by
Frankfurter's remark that "the Constitution
is not the formulation of the merely personal
views of the members of this court." Five
minutes before the court's desegregation de-
cision, the Constitution meant one thing;
five minutes later, it meant something else.
Only one thing intervened, namely, an ex-
pression of the personal views of the mem-
bers of the court.

It is not my purpose to dispute the point
with which the greater part of Frankfurter's
opinion is concerned. The law must be obey.
ed. But I think the original desegregation
decision was wrong, that it ought to be re-
versed, and that meanwhile every legal means
should be found, not to disobey it but to.

l r.

minimum of white help or hindrance, ge.
netically or otherwise, can be measured today
in the Congo.

Lord Bryce, a distinguished and impartial
foreign observer, presented the situation ac-
curately in his American Cmmonwealth
when he wrote in 1880:

"History is a record of the progress
towards civilization of races originally
barbarous. But that progress has in all
cases been slow and gradual... Utterly
dissimilar is the case of the .African
Negro, caught up in and whirled along
with the swift movement of the Ameri-
can democracy. In it we have a singular
juxtaposition of the most primitive and
the most recent, the most rudimentary
and the most highly developed, types of
culture ... A body of savages is violent-
ly carried across the ocean and set to
work as slaves on the plantations of
masters who are three or four thousand
years in advance of them in mental
capacity and moral force ... Suddenly,
even more suddenly than they were torn
from Africa, they find themselves, not
only free, but made full citizens and
active members of the most popular
government the world has seen, treated
as fit to bear an equal part in ruling, not
only themselves, but also their recent
masters."
One does not telescope three or four

thousand years into the 78 years since Bryce
wrote. One may change the terms of the
problem by mixed breeding, but if ever there
was a matter that ought to be left to local
option it would seem to be the decision as to
when the mixture has produced an accept.
able amalgam in the schools. And I see no

reelident1:

the sort of ipso facto equality suggestat4
your context? The whole idea contradicts it
basic tenet of the Christian and Jewish el
gions that status is earned through right
cousness and is not an automatic matter.
What is true of religion and righteousness is
just as true of achievement in other felds
And what is true among individuals is just as
true of averages among races.

The confusion here is not unlike the ceM
fusion created by some left-wing writers bet
tween the doctrine of equality and the does
trine of Christian love. The command to love
your neighbor is not a command either to
consider your neighbor your equal, or your
self his equal: perhaps the purest example of
great love without equality is the love be
tween parent and child. In fact the equality
doctrine as a whole, except when surrounded
by a plethora of qualifications, is so unten#
able that it falls to pieces at the slightest
thoughtful examination.

FRANKFURTER closes his opinion
with a quotation from Abraham Lincoln, to
whom the Negro owes more than to any
other man. I, too, would like to quote from
Lincoln. At Charleston, Ill., in September
1858 in a debate with Douglas, Lincoln said:

"I am not, nor ever have been, in
favor of bringing about in any way the
social and political equality of the white
and black races; I am not nor ever have
been in favor of making voters or jurors
of Negroes, nor qualifying them to hold
office. . . I will say in addition to this
that there is a physical difference be*
tween the white and black races which I
believe will ever forbid the two races livo
ing together on terms of social and o

Carleton Putnam, who wrote thefollowing letter to Pres. Eisenhower, tr
a member of the famous New England Putnam family, a native of New
York City, a graduate of Princeton and Columbia, founder and presi.
dent of Chicago and Southern Airlines (1933-1948), and is on the board
of Delta Airlines. He recently published a widely-praised biography of
Theodore Roosevelt.
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avoid it. ailing this, the situation should be reason for penalizing a locality that does not

corrected by constitutional amendment. choose to mix.

I CANNOT AGREE that this is a matter I WOULD EMPHATICALLY SUP-

Involving "a few states" as Frankfurter sug- PORT improvement of education in Negro

gests. The picture in reality is of a court, by schools, if and where it is inferioir. Equality
one sudden edict, forcing upon the entire of opportunity and equality before the law,

South a view, and a way of life, with which when not strained to cover other situations,

the great majority of the population are in are acceptable ideals because they provide

complete disagreement. Although not from the chance to earn and to progress-and con-

the legal, in fact from the practical, stand- sequently should be enforced by legal fiat as

point the North, which does not have the far as is humanly possible. But equality of

problem, is presuming to tell the South, association, which desegregation in Southern

which does have the problem, what to do. schools involves, pre-supposes a status which

r To me there is a frightening arrogance in in the South the average Negro has not

this performance. Neither the North, nor the earned. To force it upon the Southern white

court, has any holy mandate inherent in the will, I think, meet with as much opposition

trend of the times or the progress of liberal- as the prohibition amendment encountered

Ism to reform society in the South. In the in the wet states.

matter of schools, rights to equal education Throughout this controversy there has

are inseparably bound up with rights to free- been frequent mention of the equality of man

dom of association and, in the South at least, as a broad social objective. No proposition

may require that both be considered simul- in recent years has been clouded by more

taneously. (In using the word "association" loose thinking. Not many of us would care to

here, I mean the right to associate with whom enter a poetry contest with, Keats, nor play
you please, and the right not to associate chess with the national champion, nor set our

with whom you please.) Moreover, am I not character beside Albert Schweitzer's. When

correct in my recollection that it was the we see the doctrine of equality contradicted

social stigma of segregation and its effect everywhere around us in fact, it remains a

upon the Negro's "mind and heart" to which mystery why so many of us continue to give

the court objected as much as to any other, it lip service in theory, and why we tolerate

and thus that the court, in forcing the black the vicious notion that status in any field

man's right to equal education was actually need not be earned.

determined to violate the white man's right
to freedom of association? wT aA

*'*'* 0rd equality," and at once the easions

IN ANY CASE the crux of this issue and qualifications begin. As I recall, you,

would seem obvious: social status has to be yourself, in a recent statement used some

earned. Or, to put it another way, equality of phrase to the effect that men were "equal in

association has to be mutually agreed to and the sight of God." I would be interested to

mutually desired. It cannot be achieved by know where in the Bible you get your author-

legal fiat. Personally, I feel only affection for ity for this conception. There is doubtless

the Negro. But there are facts that have to be authority in Scripture for the concept of po-
faced. Any man with two eyes in his head can ten tial equality in the sight of God-after

observe a Negro settlement in the Congo, earning that status, and with various further

can study the pure-blooded African in his qualifications-but where is the authority for
native habitat as he exists when left on his
own resources, can compare this settlement * *

with London or Paris, and can draw his owvn
conclusions regarding relative levels of char-Thsavrie ntwsp
acter and intellhgence-or that combinationhudesociznstrgot
of character and intelligence which is civiliza- Sae.TePta etrCm
tion. Finally, he can inquire as to the numberprsitapectonothe
of pure-blooded blacks who have made con-posbete uliaon fMr
tributions to great literature or engineering ornesar.
medicine or philosophy or abstract science.
(I do not include singing or athletics as these ~ T X A f t~

areno prmail mates o carcte ad i-hu~nsoitizens throughout

telligence.) Nor is there any validity to the 3 17 North 20th Street
argument that the Negro "hasn't been given JAMES E. SIMPSON, Chairmaw-Treasure,; F
a chance." We were all in caves or trees orig- W. G. (Guy) Hardwick, Lieut.
Inally. The progress which the pure-blooded ALBERT BOUTWELL,
black has made when left to himself. with a

tween the doctrine of equality and the doe.
trine of Christian love. The command to love
your neighbor is not a command either to
consider your neighbor your equal, or youro
self his equal: perhaps the purest example of
great love without equality is the love be*
tween parent and child. In fact the equalty.
doctrine as a whole, except when surrounded
by a plethora of qualifications, is so unten.
able that it falls to pieces at the. slightest
thoughtful examination.

FRANKFURTER closes his opinion
with a quotation from Abraham Lincoln, to
whom the Negro owes more than to any
other man. I, too, would like to quote from
Lincoln. At Charleston, Ill., in September
1858 in a debate with Douglas, Lincoln said:

"I am not, nor ever have been, in
favor of bringing about in any way the
social and political equality of the white
and black races; I am not nor ever have
been in favor of making voters or jurors
of Negroes, nor qualifying them to hold
office . . . I will say in addition to this
that there is a physical difference be*
tween the white and black races which I
believe will ever forbid the two races live

litical equality. And in as much as they)
cannot so live, while they do remain tooJ
gether, there must be the position of suil
perior and inferior, andI as much as any'
other man am in favor of having the sua]
perior position assigned to the white',
race."

The extent to which Lincoln would have
modified these views today, or may have
modified them before his death, is a moot
question, but it is clear on its face that he
would not h-ave been in sympathy with the
Supreme Court's position on desegregation.
Many historians have felt that when Lincoln
died the South lost ther-best friend it had.
This also may be moot, but again it seems
clear that for 94 years-from the horrors of
Reconstruction through the Supreme Court's
desegregation decision-the North has been
trying to force the black man down the white
Southerner's throat, and it is a miracle that
relations between the races in the South have
progressed as well as they have.

PERHAPS the most discouraging speo
tacle is the spectacle of Northern newspapers
dwelling with pleasure upon the predicament
of the Southern parent who is forced to
choose between desegregation and no school
at all for his child. It does not seem to occur
to these papers that this is the cruelest sort of
blackmail; that the North is virtually putting
a pistol at the head of the Southern parent in
a gesture which every Northerner must con#
template with ,shaMe

deeddee, there now seems little doubt that
the court's recent decision has set back the
cause of the Negro in the South by a general
tion. He may force his way into white
schools, but he will not force his way into
white hearts nor earn the respect he seeks.
What evolution was slowly and wisely
achieving, revolution has now arrested, and
the trail of bitterness will lead far.

Sincerely yours,
CARLETON PUTNAM

* * *

id for by individual donations from
the South and from many in other

mittee takes this opportunity to ex-
contributors for their aid in making

Putnam's letter in this and other

EER COMMITTEE
Birmingham 3, Alabome

FRANK M. DIXON, Gov. of Alabama (1939-1942)
Governor of Alabama (1954-1958)

Lieut. Governor of Alabama
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January 21, 1959

Dear Mr. Van Epps:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to him.

Your observations regarding the sensitive
issue of school integration have been noted,

I - andtassure youthat the President greatly
appreciates having them. In these difficult
times it is most helpful to obtain a cross
section of the thinking of conscientious citi-
sens like yourself.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. David A. Va)pps-
1007 Temple &ilding
Rochester 4
New York

K. ~
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NEW YORK STATE PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP

1957-58

President
DAVID VAN EPPS

118 COLORADO AVE
WATERTOWN, NY

Vice-President
NANCY DUNCAN
22 POND HILL RD
CHAPPAQUA, NY

Secretary
MARTHA J WINN

475 WEIDEL RD
WEBSTER, N Y

Commissions:
Christian Action Chairman

BRUCE JOHNSON
39 HAPSBURG PL
HEMPSTEAD, NY

Vice-Chairman
ROSEANN ENOCH
106-06 32ND AVE

EAST ELMHURST, NY

Christian Faith Chairman
PATRICIA JOHNSTON
1542 WANTAGH AVE

WANTAGH, N Y

Vice-Chairman
LUCRETIA STEVENS

RICHVILLE, N Y

Christian Fellowship Chairman
WALTER B. DUNNING, JR

83 CLEVELAND AVE
ELMIRA, N Y

Vice-Chairman
FRANK LEWIS

280 DARWIN DR
SNYDER 26, N Y.

Adult Advisor
REV. GRAHAM R. HODGES

119 SO HAMILTON ST
WATERTOWN, NY

Members-at-Large:
PHYLLIS ALLEGRETTI

HOOD COLLEGE
FREDERICK, MD

WILLIAM WOOD
SOUTH ST

WASHINGTONVILLE, N Y

RUTH MC EUEN
1702 COLVIN BLVD
KENMORE 23, N Y

Treasurer
REV. A. CLAIRE POTTER

1007 TEMPLE BLDG
ROCHESTER 4, N Y.

Editor of VISION
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36 DEWEY AVE
FAIRPORT, N Y
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1007 Temple Buiilding
Rochester 4, New York
November 17, 1958

The President of the
White House
Washington, District

United States

of Columbia

Dear Sir:

The Fourth Assembly of the New York State Pilerim
1alaa wishes to bring to your attention the

res Qluti which it passed concerning segregation.
The above mentioned resolution is enclosed in this
letter.

The New York State Pilgrim Fellowship Assembly
meets every year to plan and discuss programs and
areas of concern. We realize that a great deal
of work has been done in this area, but we feel
there is a great deal more work to be done on a
state and national level as well as in organizations
such as ours. Our organization represents approx-
imately 4500 youth in the state of New York.

Yours truly,

David A. Van Epps
President 1957-58

NEW YORK STATE PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP IS AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL
COUNCIL OF PILGRIM FELLOWSHIP AND THE UNITED CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT

>4



We, the members of this Fourth Assembly of the New York State Pilgrim
Fellowship, meeting at Lisle, New York, August 30, 1958, affirm
the action taken by previous meetings of the National Council of
Pilgrim Fellowship and the General Council of Congregational Churches,
in pleging ourselves to work for a non-segregated Church in a non-
segregated society.

We declare our belief that the gospel of Jesus Christ is for all men
without distinction as to race or color. We further believe that
the Church is by its nature a fellowship whose only test for mem-
bership is the individual's faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and the
intent to follow Him.

Recognizing that our deeds do not fully match our words, we humbly
rededicate ourselves and call upon all of our members to rededicate
themselves to the unfinished task of achieving an integrated society.

We note with gratification that our nation, through decisions made
by its highest court, is now in the process of eradicating segre-
gation based on race, from public services and institutions, in-
cluding schools and colleges.

We deplore the position which segments of our nation have taken
contrary to the decisions of the Supreme Court and the relation-
ship of these decisions to eradicating segregation based on race or
color. We urge carefully considered, yet vigorous enforcement by
the executive branch of our national government, of the decisions
in this area made by the Supreme Court.

It is our firm conviction that the Constitutional rights of all men
to engage in free and open disscussion of all the issues in race
relations must be assured, along with the right to vote and to join
organizations of their choice without becoming the objects of economic
reprisals, threats, or acts of violence.

We urge those Fellowships where there are no visible evidences of
predudice, to study their area to see whether are any subtle re-
strictions placed on minority groups in their church or community,
realizing that all Christians are compelled to strive for brother-
hood and justice.

T
oe urge Pilgrim Fellowship in localities where the racial composition
of the population is changing to consider and seek to reduce the
tensions in their area.

We recognize that, at the present time, some of our local Fellow-
ships face extreme difficulties in teaching and practicing racial
integration. Humbly acknowledging problems in this respect, even
where circumstances are relatively favorable, we assure our fellow-
members who are in particularly difficult situations, of our sympa-
thetic understanding. United in Christ, let us encourage and
strengthen each other in faith and obedience while we labor, w'th
God's help, to achieve a non-segregated Church in a non-segregated
society.



U

v A

"-Vt

S.'

Jamary26, 1959

VEA
-JAN-2 7 1959
VENTRAL FILES

Dear Mrs. Crillo:

The Presideat has asked me to acknowledge
your letter of Janary naateenth SIn which
yOU enclosed a reolution made by the patrons
of Selvedre M .Soo 4

In thes difficult tiaws it is helpful to obtain a
cross setn of the A of conseitious
cities like yourself, and the President ap-
preciates having yoar observatons on the
acute schools situation to Virgiha. I can a s.
sure you that the Preidint will resolutely
co*ant to carry out the respesihIities of
his office which are isherent in his oath to up-
hold and defend the Coastitution ad the laws
of our Nation.

Siacerely.

Z. Frederie Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mrs. Ada H. Cirillo
President
Belvedere Parent Teachers Association

olumbia Pike '
Falls Church, Virginia

GtV--
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January 19, 1959

Dear Mr. President:

As President of the Belvedere Parent Teachers Association, Fairfax
County., VirLinia., I ati transmit-tin-, the enclosed Resolution to you,
which reflects the opinion of the patrons of the Belvedere School with
respect to the present Virrginia p-ublic school crisis.

I am talking, this opportunity to express certain of mny personal
views on this matter., in addition to those reflected in the Resoluition.

It is Tmy persorial beli'ef that the closinE, of the public schools
of Virginia is a step tow-,ards the betrayal of our children and of our
Nation's future and is in direct opposition to the spirit of the
Bill of Rights, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution
of the United States.

Action to deny our children one of the most precious privileges
enjoyed in our way of life is not the solution to a problem. It is

--- 4---- - .iv

nohn oeta ahtcamsint uslet u hlrntoohrfeWepe n oteCmuit htteeaepolm

1hc0reislabeudr u yte fgvenet

I'esnlyd1o eiv ht hr xssapolmo h

Deattr -r Pret s asknthectzn:fti ttewehrte usrb

County, Vriniaes an belist forhi the lsdeslution o Indpedece
the i reflects apn h oiuion of the parosnithtBledeSrae Scho wthe

The President
of the United States

The 'White House
Washington 25, D. C.
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time is past when we can give lip service to such phrases as "all
men are created equal". The real issue at stake is whether or not
we, as Americans, believe such phrases to be fundamental truths.
If we do, then we must live by them, difficult though this may be
for some of us; for let us remember that nany others have died for
them.

Respectfully yours,

Ada H. Cirillo
President
Belvedere Parent Teachers Association
Fairfax County, Virginia

K) /
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RESOLUTION

WIEREAS:

The Parent Teachers Association of Belvedere School, Fairfax
County, Virginiabelieves that the continued growth of our Nation,
and the survival of our Democracy in the competitive struggle for
world leadership, depends upon the knowledge and capabilities of our
children in the years ahead, and

WHEREAS:

This Association further believes that a sound and effective
public school system is an essential, and irreplaceable, tool for the
education and development of the children of the citizens of this
State to meet the challenge of that struggle, now therefore be it

RESOLVED:

That appropriate administrative and legislative officials be
requested to take immediate steps to re-open all Virginia schools which
have been closed and to insure the continuous operation of all our
public schools, and be it further

RESOLVED:

That copies of this resolution be transmitted by the President
of the Delvedere Parent Teachers Association to the President of the
United States, the Governor of the State of Virginia, the Senators
and Representatives from this area in the Virginia Ceneral Assembly,
the Fairfax County 3oard of Supervisors, the Fairfax County School
Board, and the Fairfax County Parent Teachers Association Council.
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January 12, 1959
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Dear Mrs. Reich:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to him of Janu-
ary fifth and enclosure.

I assure you that in these difficult times it
is most helpful to obtain the reactions and
thinking of citizens like yourself. Your let-
ter to the Editor of the New York Times
prompted by the one written by Carleton
Putnam is appreciated.
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The President will continue to work with all
the skill which he can command to advance
the time-honored principles of American
equality and justice as they apply to what
we have come to regard as a fundamental
human right -- the right to a public education.

At the same time, this issue is one which
requires patience, understanding and forbear-
ance front all persons.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow

Mrs. Alan 1. Reich
824 Woodbine Avenue
Mamaroneck, New York
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January 5, 1959

The Hon. Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

The New York Times of January 5s 1959
carries an advertisement of more than half a page devoted to
a letter written by Mr. Carleton Putnam, addressed to you.
I do not have at my command the facilities for publicizing
this letter in like manner, but I did write a letter to the
editor of the New York Timess a copy of which I am enclosing.

I am not a'distinguish6d citizen; I am

just one of the many , a population statistic", but I felt it
my duty to let you know how I feel on this crucial matters and
while I speak for no organization or group of any kinds I know,
from my friends and associates, that I am not alone in my stand.

May I take this opportunity of saying
that I think it should be a source of great pride to you that
one of the historic decisions of our great Supreme Court was
made by a Court whose complexion you had a share in creating
by the appointments you made.

Respectfully yours

Enc.h7

Mile. Alan I. Reich
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Jan. 5, 1959

To the Editor of the New York Times:

Since Mr. Carleton Putnam's letter to the President of the
United States, commenting on the Supreme Court's decision in the
Little Rock cases appeared as an advertisement in the New York Times
of Jan. 5, 1959, I am availing myself of this means of taking exception
to certain remarks contained in that letter.

In many respects it is a remarkable document. It purports to be
the objective observation of a thoughtful, educated business man with a
professional background, "now engaged in historical writing". But even a
cursory reading of this letter reveals a thinly-veiled prejudice, an
astonishing distortion of fact, an inexcusable misconception of certain
basic concepts of democracy and semantics, as revealed particularly in the
use of the word "equality". I should like to confine myself specifically
to just one point. One of Mr. Putnam's strongest objections to integration
in the public schools is that it violates "the white man's right to freedom
of association". How? Does a law which says that public schools nust be
open to all children also force association of each child in that school
with every other child in that school? What nonsense . I'd be interested
in knowing what kind of schools were attended by Mr. Putnam, or his children,
schools below the college level particularly. Even if they were "lily white",
and everything else Mr. Putnam desired, did he, or his children, associate
on an equal basis with all the other children of the school? Did he become
close friends with all of them, if indeed he retained friendship with any
of them after leaving school? MW. Putnam misses what seems to me to be the
crux of this matter - and I, for one, am grateful that the Supreme Court of
the United States did not - that there is a world of difference between
permitting the natural selection among human beings of their own associates,
and legislating against any such association. Is not this kind of legislation
one of the fundamental differences between democracy and totalitarianism?

I should like to submit, for Mr. Putnam's considerations the propo-
sition that the future strength and greatness of our country will ultimately
be determined not so much by how far ahead we keep of the Russians in the
conquest of space, but by the extent to which we "secure the blessings of
liberty to ourselves and our posterity", to all of us and for all our pos-
terity, not just the white citizens among us.

/LC C
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Dear Staop barrowt

'he President has asked me toakowee
you~r correspoaon behal f tthe Afrian
Orthodes College adSematerregarths the
sesitive lease ofthe rights.

Rease be secured that the President will
resolutely cocthan to cry out the re
aposibillties of his offoc vta are
inherentin hts qath to wApaltaddefend
the Oonotitation ant the le of our Nation.

A copy of histn a m eet sesmagetoenosd
which I baeve your atuants sad members of

the facatty wl likte to read.

Sincerely,

S. frederie Morrow
AdMistntive Ortcer
RpeclaZ Proaeots Group

Most *everend Reginal Grant Baro
Presttent

2= 0M tt& t x

New York, . Y.Y

tneoutare: Excerpt 1/9/59 Message
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suggestion re the State of the Union Message - urges
President to speak out against the continued
resistance to the decision of the Supreme Court
on desegregation, etc.

(Ltr. dated 1/8/59 but received after State of the
Union Message was delivered)
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January 2i8, :1959~t

Dear Mr. Marcuss:

The President has asked rne to acknowledge your
letter of December thirtieth with enclosed resolu-
tion pertaining to the sensitive issue of human
rights.

Your interest in writing to submit your resolution
is appreciated. The Administration recognizes
that this issue is one which requires patience,
understanding and forbearance from all persons.

The President will continue to work with all the
skill which he can command to advance the time-
honored principles of A rnerican equality and justice.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow 7
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. Stanley Marcuss
Mayor
HartfordJunior Git Council

X 249 >tigh
Hfartford 5, Connecticut Irs



MIr &earx of Ebutation
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 249 HIGH STREET

HARTFORD 5, CONNECTICUT

December 30, 1958

The President
The White House
Washington 25, D.C.

My dear Mr. President:

At the tenth year reunion of the Hartford Junior City Council December 29,
1958, the enclosed resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically passed
by the seventy Junior City Council alumni representing all ten councils.

As Mayor of the 1958-59 Junior City Council, I was instructed to transmit
this resolution to you as an expression of confidence in and dedication
to American democracy.

Respectfully,

Stanley Marcuss, 1ayor
Hartford Junior City Council

Paul W. Coons, Coordinator
School-Community Relations

CD462



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, 249 HIGH STREET

HARTFORD 5, CONNECTICUT

HARTFORD JUNIOR CITY COUNCIL

A RESOLUTION

Unanimously Adopted at the Tenth Year Reunion
December 29, 1953

Whereas the Junior City Council has continually maintained in its election
procedures the right of any person regardless of color or creed to
run for office;

Whereas the Junior City Council through the years has been proud of its
record of having representatives of various religious and racial
groups working for the betterment of our community;

Whereas in its yearly agenda the Junior City Council has included programs
to encourage better inter-group relations and instill in our city's
youth the spirit of respect for their fellow man regardless of race
or creed;

Whereas the Junior City Council has continually supported the efforts of
citizen groups in combating bigotry throughout the country as well
as in our own community;

Therefore, be it resolved that this tenth year reunion commend and praise
the efforts of those groups of citizens, including teenagers,
throughout our country who have taken a firm stand on behalf of
American ideals of justice and equal opportunity.
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February 9, 1959 FEB10 1959
CENTRAL FILES

Dear Mr. Gould:

The President has asked me to acknowledge and
thank you for your letter of January twenty-
eighth and enclosure.

As you know, he was gratified by the peaceful
admissica of the Negro students to the Arlington
school.

The sensitive issue of human rights is one which
requires patience, understanding and forbear-

ance rm all persons. The President is doing
all he possibly can through precept and example
to see to it that all citizens are able to walk this
land of ours in dignity, regardless of race,
color or creed.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. Symnon Gould
Director

-ArAr 141rary Service
- < 353 West 48th Street

Neiii York 36, New York Ir s

I"
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Established 1921 CIrcle 5-6194

AMERICAN LIBRARY SERVICE
353 WEST 48th STREET

NEW YORK 36, N. Y.
January 28, 1959

The President,
Mr. Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

On this coming Monday, just across the Potomac, almost in view of
the WHITE HOUSE will occur an event that, I feel, should command your
personal interest. It offers you an historic and unprecedented oppor-
tunity to serve notice to the world that you, as President, stand four-
square behind the rights of every child of school age to enjoy the priv-
ilege of education which is his birthright in our democracy.

At a time when the communists of Soviet Russia are in major session
vaunting the benefits of their system and challenging anew our country
and its institutions dedicated to freedom, the State of Vir-ginia and
the City of Arlington next Monday will deny the right of four negroes
to enroll in their Junior High School, despite a court order issued in
favor of their enrollment.

Virginia is the mother-state of Presidents. It gave this country
George Washington, James Madison, James Monroe and Thomas Jefferson,
who was virtually the father of the public school system. This state,
ad one of the centers of racial conflict, is seriously undermining the
prestige of The United States in Africa, Asia, The Middle East, South
America and Latin America, where the populations of different colors
manifest a strong link of sympathy with the oppressed negroes of certain
sectors of our country. They consider it a personal affront to their
dignity as human beings. Some are even inclined to favor the Soviets
on that account.

I believe that with this simple, humane gesture, you can graphically
demonstrate to the peoples of the world, that our country does definitely
stand for Equality without regard to race, color or religion, despite
the attitudes of certain segments of our population.

I, therefore, suggest that next Monday, you may consider going to
Arlington and personally escort these colored children to the schoolhouse.

This deed would be heralded in its overwhelming significance through-
out the world by all means of communication; and serve as a powerful re-
buttal to all the criticisms that have been levelled against our democracy
on this score*

It would be fitting for you to undertake the mission of mercy in
memory of the Great Emancipator whose 150th anniversary occurs shortly.

Sincerely,
1921-"Our Service Speaks Volumes"-1958 n Gould m

(Airector



TO SY M ON GOULD
who was my First Publisher

A more spirited and ruthless realist
Could scarce be met with.
Nor a more constant Idealist.
His astonishing vitality is excelled
Only by the numbleness of his wit.
And the pluck and nonchalant gaiety of his heart.
He is a genius of the New York Sidewalks
As much at ease in the West
As in the East of his Island City.
And through his veins runs quicksilver
And the ends of his magnetic fingers
Forever conjure gold dust to their tips
As it flies, like Spring pollen, past his ears.

(signed) Llewellyn Powys

To Whom It May Concern:

I hereby wish to set down for the information of anyone

interested, the opinion I hold of Mr. Symon Gould and to add my testi-

mony to that of his many friends in the newspaper, theatrical and

literary world.

I have known Mr. Gould for over twenty-five years and have

followed his career with admiration. He has been one of New Yorkts

really useful citizens, often working anonymously and behind the scenes

for the cultural welfare of the town.

From the time he originated and created the Little Cinema

movement, all through his sponsorship of the People's Forums of Carnegie

Hall - (the predecessor of the Radio Forums) - right down to the many

years during which time he has supplied the literary world with its

rare books and manuscripts gathered from the four corners of the earth--

Symon Gould has been patron, father-confessor, and friend of writing

men and women from New York to Hollywood.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) BURNET HERSHEY

Noted Foreign Correspondent
and Former President,
Overseas Press Club of America

To Whom It May Concern:

My acquaintance with Mr. Symon Gould covers a period of

nearly a quarter of a century.

I have always found him, both from a business and Social

standpoint, a man of the highest integrity and a clean man in thought,

action and speech.

For his character I have the highest respect.

(Signed) BENHAMIN DeCASSERES

Celebrated Author and Poet
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

WHY NOT A NATIONWIDE TELECAST TELLING THE YOUTH OF VIRGINIA

HOW PROUD WE ALL ARE OF THEIR BEAUTIFUL AMERICAN WAY OF

INTEGRATION

H N SELTZER 5301 IRVING PARK ROAD CHICAGO.
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Dear Mr. McNeer:

I have your letter of February eighteenth and want to thank
you for writing.

As far as I am concerned, you and I were having a dis-
cussion. It is true that we might have had a different point
of view P. but people with different points of view should
talk to each other and even debate the problems of the day.

I was delighted to meet you and thoroughly enjoyed myself
during my visit to Huntington.

All my best.

Sincerely,

James C. Hagerty
Press Secretary
to the President

Mr. Seldon S. McNeer --
Campbell, McNear & Woods
Suite 1000 First Huntington

National Bank Building
Huntington, West Virginia

~1J



ROLLA D CAMPBELL
SELDEN S MCNEER
L E WOODS,JR
CHARLES F BAGLEY,JR
ROBERT K EMERSON
SELDEN S MCNEER,JR

MILTON T HERNDON

CAMPBELL,MCNEER S WOODS

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

SUITE 1000 FIRST HUNTINGTON NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

HUNTINGTON,WEST VIRGINIA
P 0 BOX 1359

TELEPHONE
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November 1, 1958

FOREWORD

Last September I was asked to talk to the Rotary Club

in Huntington, West Virginia, on the subject "Legal Aspects

of the Segregation Decisions." I agreed to do so, and pre-

pared the following paper as a guide. I labored under two

restrictions - first, my paper was written for laymen, not

lawyers, and, second, it had to be gotten through in about

thirty minutes. Hence it necessarily leaves much to be de-

sired. Notwithstanding its many imperfections, the requests

for copies of it have been so great that I have had to have

it mimeographed.

I wish to make a correction. My quotation from the

report adopted by the Chief Justices of the states was taken

from U. S. News & World Report of September 19, 1958. Later

I was advised that the report was changed in two respects be-

fore it was finally adopted. The words "Is it a Constitution

or is it a sham?" and the words " * * even the Supreme Court

is not divine" were deleted. Personally, I feel that the first

quotation should have been left in, but the second, being a

statement of the very obvious, is for that reason not needed.

Selden S. McNeer

Huntington, West Virginia
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LB3AL ASPECTS OF THE SEGREGATION DECISIONS

To begin with, I wish to make it clear that I have no intention

of discussing the merits or demerits, the pros and cons, of segregation

or integration. I shall talk only about the law. That is the subject

assigned to me.

As all of you know, of course, speaking very broadly there are

two kinds of governments in the world. One is a government of men, and

the other is a government of laws. Typical of the former in modern

times is Hitler's Germany and Communist Russia. Going back a few hundred

years, almost any kingdom would serve as an example of a government of

men. There the law is whatever the king, the commissar, or the fuhrer

says it is. No man's right to life, liberty, or property is fixed or

certain or controlled by laws, but such rights depend upon the whim of

another man. Typical of the latter -- a government of laws -- is the

United States of America. In this country the rights of men are fixed

by laws, and not by the whim of another man. You will find carved in

the beautiful marble Supreme Court Building in Washington the words

"Equal Justice Under Law". These same words are on the walls of the

courtroom of the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, and probably

on the walls of other courtrooms throughout the United States.

We are proud of these words "Equal Justice Under Law". They

serve as the basic distinction between our government and the despotism

of Communist Russia. They stem from a document known as the Constitution

of the United States of America, which has been described in such lauda-

tory terms as "the noblest document ever written by the hand of man",

etc. I think it is necessary for us to take a quick look at events
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leading to the creation of that document.

Prior to our Revolutionary War, there were thirteen British

colonies, each of which was entirely separate from the others and had

its own government and its own laws, subject, of course, to the control

of Great Britain. Then came the Revolution and the Declaration of

Independence, so that we next had thirteen completely independent states

with no governmental connection between them whatsoever. In order to

wage the Revolutionary War, the Articles of Confederation were promul-

gated and finally adopted by the thirteen states. However, they were

not effective until the war was virtually over, and it was only through

a combination of the tremendous ability of George Washington and the

help of the French that independence from Great Britain was won.

Actually, the Articles of Confederation were in effect only from 1781

to 1789. This was a very loose organization, with each state maintain-

ing full sovereignty. The Congress provided for in the Articles met

irregularly, and little could be done because each state had one vote

and nine votes were required for affirmative action. Often the states

would not vote at all because of discord among their representatives.

Thus, the founding fathers bad forced upon them the realization that

"a more perfect union" must be formed, and this, as you know, resulted

in the adoption of the Constitution of the United States in 1789.

It should be remembered, however, that the men who wrote and

the people who adopted the Constitution were passionately attached to

their state and local governments. They knew that they were masters

of their states, but they feared that a national government would be-

come a tyranny like the British tyranny they had just thrown off. It

was fear of the tyranny of a national government that made the adoption
I



of the Constitution a rather slow process, and in many states the vote

on adoption was extremely close. In Virginia, for instance, the

adoption was bitterly opposed by Patrick Henry, who feared that a

national government would take away from the states their rights and

abolish all local authority. His arguments to this effect were

countered by James Madison, who pointed out that under the Constitution

the federal government was only granted such rights as were expressly

given to it; that all other rights were reserved to the states. How-

ever, Madison promised to use his influence to see that what we now

call the Bill of Rights, which constitutes the first ten amendments to

the Constitution, should be promptly adopted and added to the Constitu-

tion, even though he argued that this was not necessary. Madison made

good his promise, and at the first Congress after the Constitution was

adopted he offered the first ten amendments, which were duly adopted.

Madison had faith in a written constitution, believing, as he

did, that it would be construed with integrity and in accordance with

its plain meaning. Jefferson was of the same mind. He did not trust

men seeking personal power, whether they were kings or commoners or

judges. He said:

"In questions of power, then, let no more be heard
of confidence in man, but bind him down from mischief by the
chains of the Constitution."

In general, the national government was granted only such powers

as are necessary for the proper discharge of purely national functions.

All other powers were reserved to the states. I shall not take the time

to discuss the Constitution, but I do wish to call attention to the fact

that Article V provides ways in which the Constitution may be amended.

-3-



There is no other lawful way to change it.

It may be worth while to remind you that the first ten amendments,

among other things, forbid Congress to establish a religion or to abridge

the freedom of speech or of the press; they forbid the quartering of

soldiers in any home; they provide that no person shall be compelled to

testify against himself in a criminal case, nor shall any person be de-

prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; they

provide for a speedy trial by impartial jury in criminal cases; they

forbid excessive bail; and, finally, Article Ten of these amendments

provides:

"The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people."

This amendment disclosed the widespread fear that the national government

might attempt to exercise powers not granted to it. In the past the

Supreme Court several times has said, in effect, that this reservation

to the states respectively plainly means the reservation of the rights

of sovereignty which they possessed before the adoption of the Constitu-

tion and which they did not part with by that instrument. As a matter of

fact, prior to the Civil War it was generally considered that any state

had the right to withdraw from the Union at any time. For example, be-

tween 1790 and 1815 the New England states repeatedly threatened to secede,

and almost did secede in 1803 because of the Louisiana Purchase, which

they opposed, and again in 1811 over granting statehood to Louisiana.

However, by force of arms, the question of the right of a state to secede

from the Union was settled forever, regardless of what the founding

fathers may have intended. But even after that, the concept of the rights
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of the states was well recognized. Then along came the Thirteenth,

Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments, which, to the extent therein

provided, placed some limitations on the rights of the sovereign states.

It has been facetiously stated that the Thirteenth Amendment

freed the slaves and that the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were

designed to make ladies and gentlemen of them. Actually, the principal

purpose of the Fourteenth Amendment was to make all persons born or

naturalized in the United States citizens of the United States and of

the state wherein they reside. This was for the benefit of the colored

people, who, although they were free, were still not citizens, not only

in the South, but even in the North. Section 1 of the Fourteenth

Amendment, however, after providing for citizenship, proceeds, in part:

"No state shall . . . deny to any person within
its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws."

The Fifteenth Amendment provides, in effect, that no state shall deny a

citizen the right to vote because of race, color, or previous conditions

of servitude. Until this time, each state could decide who were and who

were not citizens and who did and who did not have the right to vote, etc.

Actually, the Fourteenth Amendment was never legally adopted,

because several of the states which ratified it and whose votes were

needed to ratify it were southern states which were under military rule;

and if one Legislature refused to ratify the amendment, they were put

out of office by force and another Legislature put in that would ratify

it. But it is too late to raise that question now. It should be noted,

however, that the final section of the Fourteenth Amendment, being

Section 5, reads as follows:

-5-
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"The Congress shall have power to enforce, by ap-
propriate legislation, the provisions of this article."

In other words, the enforcement of the amendment is left to the Congress,

not to the Supreme Court. It is not self-enforcing. And Congress has

never passed a law prohibiting segregated schools; on the contrary, it

has recognized the legality of such schools.

Thus, by the adoption of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and

Fifteenth Amendments, known as the Civil War Amendments, the Constitution

took away from the states some of their sovereignty, but by no means all

of it. It was still universally recognized that, except where powers

were granted to the national government, they were reserved to the states.

I still have not gotten to the legal aspects oF the p6gregatioA

decisions, But before going further, I want to say a fek words about
A/

the doctrine of stare decisis, which is well known to all lawyers and

which you will promptly recognize as a necessary doctrine if we are to

have a government of laws. Stare Decisis is defined:

"To stand by decided cases; to uphold precedents;
to maintain former adjudications."

And further:

"The doctrine of stare decisis requires that rules
of law when clearly announced and established by a
court of last resort should not be lightly disregarded
and set aside, but should be adhered to and followed."

You will, of course, see the merit of this doctrine and will appreciate

the fact that we cannot have an orderly society without it. For example,

if the Supreme Court of the United States decides that such and such is

the law, then not only the lawyers, but all other citizens of the United

-6-



States, have a right to depend on that as being the law. They have a

right to make contracts, invest money, enter into business ventures,

etc., etc., depending on that decision as the law. If, after contracts

have been made, investments have been made, and business or personal

ventures entered into, the Supreme Court comes along and says -- "No,

that is not the law; we have changed our mind, and something else is

the law" -- then you will recognize the utter confusion that may result

in the lives and affairs of the citizens of this country.

This doctrine is very close to being a sacred thing in the

eyes of judges and lawyers. It is rarely disregarded.

A study of the Congressional debates in 1867 and 1868 in

7 regard to the Fourteenth Amendment shows conclusively that Congress did

not have the faintest notion that the amendment would prohibit segregated)

schools. This also appears from other sources. Furthermore, Congress

has recognized the validity of such schools by various laws, one of which

was passed in 1946 and amended as recently as 1952. This is the law

providing for federal aid to schools for lunches, called "School Lunch

Program". Most important of all, however, is the decision of the Supreme

Court of the United States in the case of Plessy v. Ferguson in 1896.

In that case the Court laid down the doctrine of "separate but equal",

which, as you know, holds that so long as public facilities for the white

and colored races are equal, they may lawfully be separate. Relying on

this unequivocal decision of the Supreme Court and on the doctrine of

stare decisis and on the Constitution itself, many states whose con-

stitutions and law require separate schools for white and colored

children spent many millions of dollars in providing separate but equal

-7-



school facilities. Actually, these states are not limited to the South.

They include such states as Kansas, Delaware, Kentucky, Maryland, West

Virginia, and perhaps others. These states had a right to rely upon

the law as it was firmly established by the Constitution and the decisions

of the Supreme Court of the United States. (There are other decisions

in addition to Plessy v, Ferguson.)

But in its decision in the case of Brown v. The Board of

Education of Topeka, Kansas, in 1954., which is the famous integration

case, and in various other decisions, both before and after that case,

many of which are unrelated to integration, the present Supreme Court

of the United States has thrown the doctrine of stare decisis out the

window and, in my view, changed the law without any regard for what is

contained in the Constitution of the United States.

It seems to me that the danger of this is obvious. To say the

least, it is an attempt to legislate, which is the function of Congress

and not of the Supreme Court. Eighty years ago a wise judge, Mr.

Justice Clifford of the Supreme Court of the United States, said,

prophetically:

"Such a power (i.e., the power to declare a state
statute void without the sanction of the Constitution)
is denied to the courts, because to concede it would
be to make the courts sovereign over both the Consti-
tution and the people, and convert the government into
a judicial despotism." (A.B.A. Journal, September,
1956)

In Brown v. Topeka, the Court overturned Plessy v. Ferguson

and held all provisions in state constitutions and all state statutes

providing for segregated schools to be void.

As some of you know, when an appellate court, such as the
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Supreme Court of the United States or the Supreme Court of a

state, decides a case, an opinion is written setting forth the reasons

for the decision, and, because of the doctrine of stare decisis, the

judge who writes the opinion almost invariably justifies or attempts to

justify his decision by citing prior cases of that or other courts where

the same point has been decided or some point similar to it which bears

upon it has been decided which backs up the present judgment of the

court. In Judge Warren's opinion in the integration case of Brown v.

Topeka, a new procedure was followed. While the Chief Justice cites

other decisions of the Supreme Court, more or less incidentally, he does

not cite them as authority for his decision. His decision is contained

in a very few words. And he cites as his authority the writings of

several so-called social science experts, sociologists and psychologists.

None of the articles or books cited were in the record before the

Court, nor could they have been legally introduced in evidence in this

case. Thus, the decision was founded on evidence that every court in

the United States, and Great Britain as well, would have rejected as

inadmissible.

Sociology, if it is a science at all, is admittedly an

inexact one -- we might say a foggy one. In fact, it has been stated

that the findings of social science are elaborate statements of what

everybody knows, in language that nobody can understand. Be that as it

may, never before in the history of the United States Supreme Court has

a decision been based upon such authority; as a matter of fact, some of

the writers of these articles on sociology are what we would call "left

wingers".

-9-
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For example, one of them was a Swede named Gunnar Myrdal. He

is a socialist; and in the very book which is cited by the Chief Justice,

this man Myrdal declares that the United States Constitution is im-

practical and unsuited to modern conditions, and that its adoption was

"nearly a plot against the common people". Furthermore, he openly avows

in this book that liberty must be forsaken for the benefit of what he

calls social equality. One of the other authors relied on by the Chief

Justice was a man named K. B. Clark, an employee of the National Associa-

tion for the Advancement of Colored People -- and so on.

We lawyers are taught to revere the Supreme Court of the United

States and that it is unbecoming to criticize it or its decisions, but

we are also sworn to uphold the Constitution of the United States. Can

we do both, in view of these recent decisions? Here the Court has under-

taken, it seems, to impose its own views on sociology, etc., its own

notions of what is right and what is wrong and what ought to be, upon

the people of the United States, rather than sticking to its well-

recognized duty and obligation to decide constitutional questions in

accordance with the plain language of the Constitution. Each of these

Judges has taken a solemn oath to support and uphold the Constitution.

Let me refer you to one other case among the many that could be cited.

The Supreme Court decided the case of Brown v. Topeka, and

almost immediately afterwards decided a case involving integration in

the schools of the District of Columbia (Bolling v. Sharpe). It based

its decision in Brown v. Topeka on that part of the Fourteenth Amendment

which provides that no state shall deny to any person within its juris-

diction the equal protection of the laws. The Court said that that meant

that a state could not, by its constitution or statutes, maintain
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segregated schools. No court had ever before given that meaning to

that language, and obviously it was never intended to have any such

meaning. The history of the amendment and the debates in Congress when

it was being considered prove conclusively that Congress never had any

such thing in mind. Nevertheless, that was the holding of the Court.

In the second case, however, involving schools of the District of

Columbia, the Court could not adopt the same reasoning, because the

Fourteenth Amendment relates only to what a state can, and cannot, do.

It did not apply to the District of Columbia. So, in order to get

around this difficulty, the Court based its decision in the District of

Columbia case on the Fifth Amendment to the Constitution, which contains

no such language as I have just quoted from the Fourteenth Amendment.

The language in the Fifth Amendment upon which the Court relied was

that no person shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without

due process of law. Mr. Chief Justice Warren had difficulty in fitting

the school question in the District of Columbia case into this due-

process clause of the Fifth Amendment, but he solved it in this way.

He said:

"In view of our decision that the Constitution
prohibits the states from maintaining racially segre-
gated schools, it would be unthinkable that the same
Constitution would impose a lesser duty on the federal -

government ."

Thus, this decision was made with almost an open admission that the

Constitution did not apply but that, in the view of Mr. Chief Justice

Warren, it should apply.

Some of you are no doubt thinking that I am prejudiced in this

matter, that my views are not sound, and are not shared by other lawyers.
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To relieve you of that feeling, I shall take the liberty of quoting at

considerable length from various authorities. The following is from

an article in the September, 1956 issue of the American Bar Association

Journal, entitled "Judicial Self-Restraint" (incidentally, the American

Bar Association Journal has been full of articles on this subject).

The article to which I refer contains a scholarly discussion of the

segregation decisions, and at page 833 the following appears:

"The alarming significance of the school cases
extends beyond the immediate decisions. Never before
have the personal predilections and moral certainties
of the Justices ridden so rough-shod over the text of
the written Constitution. The Court has ond. that
the moral law w c els it to advance the interests
of'B 61 Zle outweighs the moral law yg1i teaches

judge who has swor9T&ph6d a constitution
6ught toipho1d it . . ."

Perhaps the most revered, the most highly respected, Judge

in the United States today is Learned Hand. He is a man of great

intellectual powers, a profound student of the government and of the

law. He served as a Judge of the United States Court of Appeals for

the Second Circuit, which includes New York, for many years. He is now

retired. Last winter, he delivered a series of three lectures at

Harvard Law School. I shall not undertake to quote him verbatim,

because I do not have a copy of his lectures at hand, although I have

read them. In one of his lectures, he sharply rebuked the Supreme

Court of the United States for its decisions in the segregation cases

and other decisions in which it departed from the Constitution. He

said that in these decisions, the Court assumed the role of a third

legislative chamber, and he calls what they have done an arbitrary

usurpation of power. Judge Learned Hand cannot be accused of being
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prejudiced in this matter. He is not a Southerner. He is a New Yorker.

The President of the National Association of Attorneys General

referred to the members of the Supreme Court as "Constitutional 5th

Columnists who march with hobnail boots across the face of sacred

traditions and with legal sabres slash whole concepts of free government

out of the Constitution." (See A.B.A. Journal, August, 1956, page 730.)

Not long ago I read an editorial in the Wall Street Journal --

certainly not a proponent of the South and its traditions. It is en-

titled "The Tragedy of Little Rock", and I quote briefly from it as

follows:

"The story of Little Rock, in its present context,
must begin with the Supreme Court decision which decreed
that that which had been the law of the land was the law
no longer.

"...The tragedy begins with nine men who decided
to re-make the country."

This much shows the tenor of the editorial. The last quoted sentence

is a succinct statement pf the whole matter.

Judge Norman F. Arterburn, Chief Justice of the Supreme Court

of Indiana, has been much concerned with the problems raised by

usurpation of power by the Supreme Court of the United States. He has

had quite a bit to say about it. Among other things, he said:

"Not only lawyers, but thinking laymen all over
the nation are disturbed by the tendency to regard the
individual philosophy of the judges of the United States
Supreme Court as the 'law of the land' and a substitute
for stable and fixed principles of construction and
interpretation of the Constitution. When long-established
decisions and precedent are overturned, we lawyers and
judges find ourselves in an uncharted sea with nothing to
guide us, subject to the vagaries of a dislocated com-
pass . .
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The Chief Justices of the Supreme Courts of the various States

of the Union have a Conference every year. At the Conference held about

two years ago, Judge Arterburn offered a resolution on the subject of

the usurpation of power by the Supreme Court of the United States. The

matter was not considered lightly, but it was recognized that it was

of tremendous importance, and no action was taken at the time it was

proposed. On the contrary, the matter was referred to a committee for

study. After two years had passed, and with the report of the committee

before it, the Conference of Chief Justices of the States of the United

States, at which Chief Justice Dithmers of the Supreme Court of Michigan

presided, gave the matter further consideration. There were forty-four

Chief Justices present. Among them, you must recognize, were some of

the best legal brains in this country. By a vote of 36 to 8, a report

was adopted, a substantial part of which is quoted in U. S. News &

World Report of September 19, 1958 and is as follows:

"We believe that in the fields with which we are
concerned, and as to which we feel entitled to speak,
the Supreme Court too often has tended to adopt the
role of policy-maker without proper judicial restraint.
We feel this is particularly the case in both of the
great fields we have discussed -- namely, the extent
and extension of the federal power, and the supervision
of State action by the Supreme Court by virtue of the
Fourteenth Amendment. In the light of the immense
power of the Supreme Court and its practical non-
reviewability in most instances no more important ob-
ligation rests upon it, in our view, than that of
careful moderation in the exercise of its policy-
making role.

"We are not alone in our view that the Court, in
many cases arising under the Fourteenth Amendment, has
assumed what seem to us primarily legislative powers.
See Judge Learned Hand on the Bill of Rights. We do
not believe that either the framers of the original
Constitution or the possibly somewhat less gifted
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draftsmen of the Fourteenth Amendment ever contemplated
that the Supreme Court would, or should, have the al-
most unlimited policy-making powers which it now exer-
cises. It is strange, indeed, to reflect that under a
constitution which provides for a system of checks and
balances and of distribution of power between national
and State governments one branch of one government --
the Supreme Court -- should attain the immense, and in
many respects, dominant, power which it now wields

"It has long been an American boast that we have a
government of laws and not of men. We believe that any
study of recent decisions of the Supreme Court will
raise at least considerable doubt as to the validity of
that boast . . .

"We further find that the Court does not accord
finality to its own determinations of constitutional
questions, or for that matter of others. We concede
that a slavish adherence to stare decisis could at times
have unfortunate consequences; but it seems strange that
under a constitutional doctrine which requires all others
to recognize the Supreme Court's rulings on constitutional
questions as binding adjudications of the meaning and
application of the Constitution, the Court itself has so
frequently overturned its own decisions thereon, after
the lapse of periods varying from one year to seventy-
five, or even ninety-five years . . .

"The Constitution expressly sets up its own pro-
cedures for amendments, slow or cumbersome though they
may be. If reasonable certainty and stability do not
attach to a written constitution, is it a constitution
or is it a sham?

"These frequent differences and occasional over-
rulings of prior decisions in constitutional cases cause
us grave concern as to whether individual views as to
what is wise or desirable do not unconsciously over-ride
a more dispassionate consideration of what is or is not
constitutionally warranted. We believe that the latter
is the correct approach, and we have no doubt that every
member of the Supreme Court intends to adhere to that
approach, and believes that he does so. But to err is
human, and even the Supreme Court is not divine.

"It is our earnest hope which we respectfully ex-
press, that that great Court exercise to the full its
power of judicial self-restraint by adhering firmly to
its tremendous, strictly judicial powers and by eschew-
ing, so far as possible, the exercise of essentially
legislative powers when it is called upon to decide
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questions involving the validity of State action, whether
it deems such action wise or unwise. The value of our
system of federalism, and of local self-government in
local matters which it embodies, should be kept firmly in
mind, as we believe it was by those who framed our Con-
stitution . .

"Surely, it is no less incumbent upon the Supreme
Court, on its part, to be equally restrained and to be
as sure as is humanly possible that it is adhering to the
fundamentals of the Constitution with regard to the dis-
tribution of powers and the separation of powers, and
with regard to the limitations of judicial power which
are implicit in such separation and distribution, and
that it is not merely giving effect to what it may deem
desirable."

Thus, in the language of the Chief Justices, I leave you with

this question: "Is it a constitution or is it a sham?" In other words,

are we to continue to have a government of laws, or is our form of

government to be changed to a judicial despotism?



/
'~

f .U- - q "0

Much4o 1959

Dear Aftr. ecret~ryo

This will acknowledge tb. receipt of the
certified copy of reso1litio* wrevently
adopted by the C54ineral Cort of M ',,

chum.tts whia~h youa forwardd to the
President. Yotir #*umtesy in the trans
mittal of these resolutions to very rruoh
appreciated*

Sit)4rtly yokI1!se

Honor able Joseph D. Ward ,"-

Secretary of the Connonweslth
State House
Boston 33s Massachu~setts

cc: Mr. Kendall
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP
(To Remain With Correspondence)

Mr. Kendall PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY.

Date March 4, 1959

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action__

For appropriate handling x

See below

Remarks:

A formal acknowledgment of the
resolutions has been made to the
Secretary of the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.

GPo 10-71264-1

By direction of the President:

A. J. uuDPA rR
Staff S etary

I
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I
I

TO.

ACTION:



RESOLUTIONS MEMORIALIZING THE CONGRESS AND THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES TO ENACT AND
ENFORCE LEGISLATION TO IMPLEMENT THE DECISIONS
OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OUTLAWING
SEGREGATION IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM.

Whereas, The supreme court of the United States, on the seventeenth
day of May, nineteen hundred and fifty-four, by unanimous decision, held
that "in the field of public education the doctrine of separate but equal
has no place"; and

Whereas, The same court expressed its desire that its decision should
be complied with "with all deliberate speed"; and

Whereas, The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United
States provides that no state shall deny to any person within its jurisdic-
tion equal protection of the laws; and

Whereas, The interests of orderly government demand that respect and
compliance be given to orders issued by courts possessed of jurisdiction of
persons and subject matter; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully urges
the Congress and President of the United States to enact and enforce legis-
lation to implement the decisions of the supreme court of the United States
outlawing segregation in the public school system; and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth transmit forthwith
copies of these resolutions to the President of the United States, to the
presiding officer of each branch of the Congress of the United States, and
to each member thereof from this commonwealth.

House of Representatives, adopted, February 16, 1959

LAWRENCE R. GROVE, Clerk

Senate, adopted in concurrence, February 18, 1959

IRVING N. HAYDEN, Clerk

A true copy. Attest:

3OSEPH D. WARD
Secretary of the Commonwealth
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March 30, 1959

Dear Mr. Goldstein:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to hirm of March
twentieth and the copy of your very excellent
letter of March sixth to Mr. Carleton Putnam.
It is a pleasure in these difficult moments to
have the kind of brilliant and intelligent letter
that you wrote.

I only wish it were possible for your letter to
receive the same kind of prominence and pub.
licity that Mr. Putnam's letter received. It
certainly is an effective and objective reply.
Those of us here at the White House who are
constantly pressed for constructive reply to
critics who are opposed to the President's
philosophy of one kind of citizenship for all
Americans can certainly find a great deal of
help and assistance in and from your letter.

Sincerely,

r. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. Aaron A.todstein
Chetwynd Apartments
1330 East Lancaster Avenue
Rosemont, Penns#lvania Irs



From The Pen
of

March 20, 1959

The lion. Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed please find reply that I, as a loyal citizen, could
not help but write as a rebuttal to the enclosed article by
Mr. Putnam.

Your comments concerning the above would be extremely
appreciated.

Sincerely yours,

AAG:rs Aaron A. Goldstein
Encls. Chetwynd Apts.

Rosemont, Pa.



Chetwynd Apte.
1030 E9 Lancaster Ave.
Rosemont, Pa.
March 6, 1959

Mr. Carleton Putnam
317 N. 20th St.
Birmingham 3, Alabama

Dear Mr. Putnam:

Without giving you my qualifications or background, which is
completely irrelevant in writing to you, 1, too, risk the presumption
of a reply.

Since you are so well versed in history, I would suggest that you
review it for your own good as well as those who may be influenced by
your anarchistic letter to the President. Since the formation of the
Supreme Court, has not this body conducted itself in formulating and
handing down decisions so wisely and justly that it qualifies in its
past performance as being completely subservient to the complete wel-
fare of our nation# Thus, history and not you, Mr. Putnam, at this
time speaks for itself with truth and justice for all. The qualifica-
tions of this so wonderful body of men now sitting on the Supreme Court
certainly are far and wide beyond that of yours in such an important
matter as desegregation. Your view points in your letter only better
serve to bear out the validity of this statement.

Perhaps you should have explained to you the meaning of the Supreme Court
decision as I am quite sure your intentions were not to incite the
people against the Supreme Court because this would be treason and I'm
sure this act was not your intent. Therefore, I'm going to take the
time as a loyal American citizen to write aud tell you that if you do
not respect the wisdom of our founding fathers constitution, someone,
because of your letter, may get hurt. Please be informed that the
ruling of the Court does not force whites to live with their negro
brethren. The ruling only prevents discrimination of man because of
his color which was an act of God to begin with. Just because the negro
is now permitted divine given rights of integration with his follow man,
this does not force the white man to live or associate with him any
more than before its passing did the white man have to live or associate
with his white neighbor whom he felt intellectually or culturally in-
compatible with. There is no question of legal fiat in this matter and
that equality of association can be had by those individuals who mutually
desire it. In fact, the ruling is so proper that it now permits such
association to those whites who wish it and believe me, there are many
who do whereas before, it was denied those who did.

Furthermore, Mr. Putnam, you negate your qualifications to judge the
situation by your lack of knowledge of the truth by the following
mis-statements made by you:

1. That acquiring astuteness in singing and athletics is not a develop-
ment of intelligence. You certainly know better.

2. Lord Bryce was honoring America by his statement, not denouncing
her, as you would have people believe.
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Mr. Carleton Putnam -2

3. You say that negroes and whites started the same in caves and that

whites rose about their environment. This, you knows is not the
reason. The whites, because of the color of their skin, because
of their numbers and more characteristic feature of civilization,
progressed further.

4. The ruling of the Supreme Court is not commanding anyone to consider
his neighbor his equal as you, by your context, are trying to stir

up and irate the American people to believe. I repeat it is only
giving the negro the right of human dignity which the constitution
provides for, namely, the right to assemble and gather where and
when he sees fit. Would you have the United States have several
constitutions for each group that may wish their own laws? If so,
we would have one for each race, color, and creed and this would
be Anarchy, not Democracy.

5. How can you so confuse the reader if your intent was that of a true
American. Lincoln's speech was that of an honest person with what
he said. Of course, as a white man, he thought it unwise for
assimilation of the races at that time just as any sincere white
and negro man does today. Of course, Lincoln felt because of the
number of whites and the development of this part of the specie
that they were superior because of the same reasoning they are
today. This was reasoning of good intent. Rut, I can also remind
you that through history men of tyranny whose intent was evil also
talked about supremacy of man such as the leaders of all the various
empires as the Chinese, Assyrian, Egyptian, Persian, Greek, and
itomans who have since collapsed. how about Hitler with his Aryanism.
He also took law into his own hands, advocated the supremacy of a
special group of men to the extermination of 7 million human beings.
At present, are not the Russians calling themselves a super race.
Yes, Mr. Putnam, this will continue in the future that man because
of his own avarice and greed will continue the search for super
races and super men. Please take heed to history as well as the
future. I would rather feel that our founding fathers came to
this country to worship God and gather in their own way and wrote
the constitution because they, too, felt that in the eyes of God
man was to have equal rights.

I conclude by saying that it is no coincidence that all past super
races have come to naught and that be as it may when God created man
and the inspiration for our constitution, he also had a hand in
inspiring this present body of jurist who we call the Supreme Court
to hand down their well thought out and much studied opinion that gave
the negro the right to live and learn with the same dignity as his
other human brethren regardless of race, color, and creed.

It is you and men like you and not this court's opinion that will set
back not just the negro, but all human beings, not just a generation,
but back to the jungle from whence we all came.
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Mr. Carleton Putnam -

I will use your words that it is indeed a miracle that relations between

the races in the south have progressed as well as they have, so perhaps
the decision was actually Divine inspired and was meant to be after all,

as the proof is that it is working. So men with love in their hearts

for the right, will always fight those who sow words of hate, and this,

my dear friends is what will always keep America great and free.

Yours very truly,

AAGare Aaron A. Goldstein

i
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Distinguished New Englander Discusses
High Court's Decision
on Public. School., Carleton Putnam, who wrot

I a mmber f the famous Ne;

The Hon. Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House'
Washington 25, D. C.

Washington, D. C.
October- 13, 1958

*illir
A few days agoI was reading over Justice

Frankfurter's opinion in the recent Little
Rock case. Three sentences in it tempt me to
write you this letter. I am a Northerner, but
I have spent a large part of my life as a busi.
ness executive in the South. I have a law
degree, but I am now engaged in historical
writing. From this observation post I risk the
presumption of a comment.

The sentences I wish to -examine are
these: "Local customs, however hardened
by time, are not decreed in heaven*. Habits
and feelings they engender may be counter-
acted and moderated. Experience attests that
such local habits and feelings will yield, grad-
uallV.though this be, to law and education."

IT IS MY PERSONAL CONVICTION
that the local customs in this case were
"hardened by time" for a very good reason,
and that while they may not, as Frankfurter
says, have been decreed in heaven, they come
closer to it than the current view of the Su.
preme Court. I was particularly puzzlead by.
Frankfurter's remark that "the Constitution
is not the formulation of the merely personal
views of the members of this court." Five
minutes before the court's desegregation de-
cision, the Constitution meant one thing;
live minutes later, it meant something else.
Only one thing intervened, namely, an ex-
pression of the personal views of the mem
bers of the court.

It is not my purpose to dispute the point
with which the greater part of Frankfurter's
opinion is concerned. The law must be obey.
ed. But I think the original desegregation
decision was wrong, that it ought to be re-
vetseu, and irAtumbanlVdik C egamic baniuIm is

should be found, not to disobey it but to
avoid it. Failing this, the situation should be
corrected by constitutional amendment.

1 CANNOTAGREE that this is a matter
Involving "a few states" as Frankfurter sug.
gests. The picture in reality is of a court, by
one sudden edict, forcing upon. the entire
South a view, and a way of life, with .which
the great majority of the population are in
complete disagreement. Although rnot from
the legal, in fact from the practical, stand.

r .
riiinimium of white help or hindrance, ge.
netically or otherwise,canbeiiteasured today
in the Congo.

Lord Bryce, a distinguished and impartial
foreign observer, presented the situation ac-
curately in his American Commonwealth
when he wrote in 1880:"

"History is a record of the progress
towards civilization of races originally
barbarous. But that progress has in all
cases been slow and gradual ... Utterly
dissimilar is the case of the African
Negro, caught up in and whirled along
with the swift movement of the Ameri-
can democracy. In it we have a singular
jtjxtaposition of the most primitive and
the most recent, the most rudimentary
and the most highly developed, types of
culture... A body of savages is violent-
ly carried across the ocean and set to
.work as slaves on the plantations of
masters who are three or four thousand
years in advance of them in mental
capacity and moral force... Suddenly,
even more suddenly than they were torn
from Africa, they find themselves, not
only free, but made full citizens and
active members of the most popular
government the world has seen, treated
as fit to bear an equal part in ruling, not.
only themselves, but also their recent
masters."

One does' not telescope three or four
thousand years into the 78 years since Bryce

.wrote. One may change the terms of-the
probleni by mixed breeding, but if ever there
was a Aatter that ought to be left to local
option' ould seem to be the decision as to,

able a gamin the schools. And I see no
reason ,or penalizing a locality that does not
choose to mix.

I VOUD -EMPHATICALLY SUP-
PORT improvement of education in Negro
schools, if and where it is inferior. Equality
of opportunity and equality before the law,
when not strained to cover other situations,
are acceptable ideals because they. provide
the chance to earn and to progress-and con-
sequently should be enforced by legal fiat as

reeliden
the sort of Ipso fato equality suggested by
your context? The whole idea contradicts'the
basic tenet of the Christian afid Jewish reli.
gions that status is earned through right.
cousness and is not' an automatic matter.
What is true of religion and righteousness is
just as true of achievement in other fields.
And What is true among individuals is just as
true of averages among races.

The confusion here is not unlike the con*
fusion created by.some.left-wing writers be.
tween the doctrine of equality and the doc.
trine of Christian love. The command to love
your neighbor is not a command either to
consider your neighbor your equal, or your.
self his equal: perhaps the purest example of
great love without equality is the love be.
tween parent and child. In fact the equality
doctrine as a whole, except when surrounded
by a plethora of qualifications, is so unten*
able that it falls to pieces at the slightest
thoughtful examination. *

FRANKFURTER closes his opinion
with a quotation frbm Abraham Lincoln, to
whom the Negro owes more than to any
other man. I, too, would like'to quote from
Lincoln. At Charleston; Ill., in September
1858 in a debate with Douglas, Lincoln said:

"I am not, nor ever have been, in
favor of bringing about in any way the
social and political equality of the white
and black races; I am not nor ever have
been in favor of making vtets orjurprs
of Negroes, nor qualifying them to 1d
offie.. .I will say in addition tqthis
that there is a physical different* .be.
twcen the white and blyck races w ich I

ing together on terms f social an poO
litical equality. And in as much a they
cannot so live, while they do remain to.
gether, there must be the position oftsu.
perior and inferior, and I as much as any
other man am in favor of having the su-
perior position assigned -to the white
race."
The extent to'which Lincoln would have

modifiedd these views today, or may have
modified them before his death, is a moot
question, but it is clear on its face that he__ _ I _ -. I -------- ! - --A-- II

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT

e the following letter to Pres. Eisenhower, Is
w; England Putnam family. anative of New

York City, a graduqe of Princeton and Cohunbia and was founder and'
president of Chicago and Southern Airlines (1943-1948). He recently
published a widely-praised. biography of Theodore Roosevelt.
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bers of the court.
It is not my purpose to dispute the point

with which the greater part of Frankfurter's
opinion is concerned. The law must be obey.
ed. But I think the original desegregation
decision was wrong, that it ought to be re.

'vefsedj, atid th1hmbawh1r~ile cs e y il-gail meandls
should be found, not to disobey it but to
avoid it. Failing this, the situation should be
corrected by constitutional amendment.

T CANNOT AGREE that this is a matter
involving "a few states" ds Frabkfurter sug.
gests. The picture in reality is of a court, by
one sudden edict, forcing upon. the entire
South a view, and a way of life, with.which
the great majority of the population are in
complete disagreement. Although not from
the legal, in fact from the practical, stand.
point the North, which does not have the
problem, is presuming to tell the South,
which does have the problem, what to do.

To me there is a frightening arrogance in
this performance..Neither the North, nor the
court, has any holy mandate inherent in the
trend of the times or the progress of liberal-
Ism to reform society in the South. In the
matter of schools, rights to equal education
are inseparably bound up with rights to free.
dom of association and, in the South at least,
may require that'both be considered simul-
taneously. '(In using the word "association"
here, I mean the right to associate with whom
you please and the rht not to' associate
with whom you please.J Moreover, am c not
correct in my recollection that it was the
social stigma of segregation 'and.its efict
upon the Negro's "mind and heart" to whidi
the court objected as much as to any other ,
and thus that the court, in forcing the blark.
man's right to e4ual education was actually
determined to violate the white man's right
to freedom of association?'

IN ANY CASE the crux of this issue
would seem obvious: social status has to be
earned. Or, to put it another way, equality of
association has to be mutually agreed to and
mutually desired. It cannot be achieved by
legal fiat. Personally, I feel only affection for
the Negro. But there are facts that have to be
faced. Any man with two eyes in his head can
observe a Negro settlement in the Congo,
can study the pure-blooded African in his
native habitat as he exists when left on his
own resources, can compare this settlement
with London or Paris, and can draw his own
conclusions regarding relative levels of char-
acter and intelligence-or that combination
of character and intelligence which is civiliza-
tion. Finally, he can inquire as to the number
of pure-blooded blacks who have made con-
tributions to great literature or engineering or
medicine or philosophy or abstract science.
(I do not include singing or athletics as these
are not primarily matters Of character and in.
telligence.) Nor is there any validity to the
argument that the Negro "hasn't been given
a chance." We were all in caves or trees orig-
inally. The progress which the pure-blooded
black has made when left to himself with a

One does' not telescope three or four
thousand years into the 78 years since Bryce

.wrote. One may change tle terms of.the
probledr by mixed breeding, but if ever there
was a #atter that ought to be left to local
option ould seem to be the decision as to'

able at. gam in the schools. And I see no
reason .or penalizing a locality that does not
choose to mix.

''4 00

I O LLD -EMPHATICALLY SUP-
PORT improvement of education in Negro
schools, if and where it is inferior. Equality
of opportunity 'and equality before the law,
when not strained to cover other situations,
are acceptable ideals because they. provide
the chance to earn and to progress-and con-
sequently should be enforced by legal fiat as
far as is humanly possible. But equality of
association, which desegregation in Southern
schools involves, pre-supposes a status which
in the South the average Negro has not
earned. To force it upon the Southern white
will, I think, meet with as much opposition
'as the prohibition amendment encountered
in the wet states.

Throughout this controversy there has
been frequent mention of the equality of man
as a broad social objective. No proposition
in recent years has been clouded by more
loose thinking. Not many of us would care to
enter a poetry contest with Keats, nor play
chess with the national champion, nor set our
character beside Albert Schweitzer's. When
we see the doctrine of equality contradicted
everywhere around us in fact, it remains a
mystery why so many of us continue to give
it lip service in theory,. and why we tolerate
the vicious notion that *status in any file
need not be earned..

PIN DOWN THE MAN who uses the
word "equality," aiid at once the evasions
and qualifications begin. As I recall, you,
yourself, ift -a recent statement used some
phrase to the effect that men were "equal in
the sight of God." I would be interested to
know where in the Bible you'get your author-
ity for this conception. There is doubtless
authority in 'Scripture for the concept ofpo-
tential equality in the sight of God-after
earning that status, and with various further
qualifications-but where is the authority for
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souwai ano political equality of the white
and black races; I am not nor ever have
been in favor of making votes o5 jurors
of Negroes, nor qualifying them to
office.. . will say in addition to this
that there is a physical difference .be.
t wccn the white and black races wilch I

U.1 IVA, Ulu, t"wo rac It Y4
ing together on terms of social anl po
litical equality. And in as much as they
cannot so live, while they do remain to.
gether, there must be the position ofsu.
perior and inferior, and I as much as any
other man am in favor of having the su-
perior positioa assigned 'to the white
race."
The extent to which Lincoln would have

'rhodified these view today, or may have
modified them before his death, is a moot
question, but it is clear on its face that he
would.not have been in sympathy with the
Supreme Court's position on desegregation,
Many historians have felt that when Lincoln
died the South lost the belt friend it had.
This also may be moot, but again it seems
clear that for 94 years-from the horrors of
Reconstruction through the Supreme Court's
desegregation decision-the North has been
trying to force the black man down the white
Southerner's throat, and it is a miracle that
relations between the races m the South have
progressed as well as they have.

PERHAPS the most discouraging speo*
tacle is the spectacle of Northern newspapers
dwelling with pleasure upon the predicament
of the Southern parent who is forced to
choose between desegregation and no school

.at all for his child. It does not seem to occur
to these papers that this is the cruelest sort of
blackmail; that the North is virtually putting
a pistol at the head of the Southern parent in
a gesture which every Northerner must con*
template with shame.

Indeed, there now seems little doubt that
the court's recent decision has set back the
cause of the Negro in the South by a genera-
tion. He may force his way into white
schools, but he will tiot force his way into
white hearts nor earn the respect he seeks.
What evolution was. slowly and wisely
achieving, revolution has now arrested, and
the trail of bitterness will lead far.

Sincerely yours,
CARLETON PUTNAM

by Individual donaflons from hun-
ts. The sponsoring committee will
o publish Mr. Pufnam's letter in
his coupon and return with your

E, James E. Simpson, Treasurer
317 North 20th Street, Birmingham 3, Alabama
Enclosed please find my contribution to aid in publicizing the Putnam letfer.

Name

Address

POASE PRINT



March 23, 1959

Dear Mrs. Harness:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to him of
March eighteenth and its enclosves.

He greatly appreciates hearing from you
about the success of school integration in
your state. -

Sincerely,

1. Frederic Morrow
diinnistrative Officer

Special t"rojects Group

/

Mrs. *. Ellis Harness
2115 North Nettleton
Springfield, Missouri
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To Convene at CHS Today
Ideas for improvement of stu- cil Sell Itself to the Student Bod3

dent government activities in Mis- (Webster Groves), and Junior HiE
souri high schools will be exchang- School Swap Shop (Eastwood JH
ed by 650 delegates from 120 Springfield).
schools today in the first in a series Music by the Hillcrest Hig
of discussion sessions whicl' are School Madrigal and the Ceutr
an integral part of the 11th an- High School Kilties will be featu
nual convention of the Missouri ed in this afternoon's general se
Association of Student Councils. sion along with a National Associ

Registration of the record de- tion of Student Councils film to l
legation is scheduled from 9 to 12 shown by Ferguson High Scho
this morning at Central High student leaders.
School here where most sessions Later, nominations for 1959-60 o
will be conducted. . ficer - schools will be made fro

Following addresses by Spring- the floor in preparation for Satu
field Superintendent Willard J.
Graff and Central Principal Ralph
Hamilton, the large student gath-
ering will be split up into 16 dis-
cussion sessions scattered through-
out the Central High School build-
ing.

Discussion topics and schools
leading each include: Purpose of
Student Council? (Clinton), How
Can Student Council Win Faculty
a n d Student Support? (Grand-
view), What Are 'Standards for
Student Government? (Ruskin),
What are Student Council Respon-
sibilities? (Jefferson City), How
Can Elections Be Improved?
(Rockhurst), How Can Financial
Problems Be Met? (Sikeston),
What Are Councilmen's Duties?
(Monett), What Are Best Pro-
jects? (Neosho), What are Powers
of Student Council? (Nevada), idea
Swap Shop (North Kansas City),
How Can Inter-school Relations Be
Improved? (Ritenour), How Can
School Spirit Be Improved? (Park J o e Edwards, Central Higl
Hill), How Can Respect for PublicSchool student body president
and Private Property Be In- will preside at sessions of the
creased? (Bayless), What Is A Missouri Association of Student
Good Year - Long Council Pro- Councils which begin today a
ject( (Ferguson),Wsow Can Coun- CHS.

ly?
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Six Hundred Pupils Will Exchange Ideas:

Student CoundI Delegates

it
kt



SPRINCFIELD (Mo.) LEADER-PRESS Friday, March 13, 1959

-Leader and Press Staff Photos
Joe Edwards, president of both Central High School student body and of the Missouri Association of
Student Councils, is pictured above, greeting some of the more than 600 visitors to the 11th annual
convention, beginning today at Central. From left to right, are Beverly Oswald, Central Kilties,
Janice Beisley and Judy Tough, both of Nevada; Edwards; Janet Gatrell, Nevada Junior High; Pete
Statler and Thomas Crites, both of Jackson, and Anne O'Connell, Central Kilties. Shown below is a
typical scene at the auditorium lobby registration desk. Standing, left to right, are Central Kiltie Ann
Jones; Gary Schafer and Mike Throne, of Central; Frank Leet, Cameron principal and sponsor,
Alvin Lowe, Hamilton principal-sponsor; Marilyn Brown, Ronald Gastineau, and Eugene Alden. all of
Hamilton; Judy McCammon, Ronnie Nelson, Ronald Stone, and Mack Scanlon, all of Cameron, Seated,
left to right, are Bill Blakey, Ron Sharp, Art Curtis, and Janie Wester, all Central students.

Delegates From 120 High Schools Trickle Crowded Scheduk'

State's Student Leaders Gather



March 30, 1959
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Dear tReverend Morris:

The 'resident has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter of March twenty-
fourth and enclosure.

Your interest in making available to him a
copy of the exchange of correspondence be-
tween yourself and Federal Judge George Bell
Timrnerman is appreciated.

Sincerely,

7. Crederic Morrow
drinistratIve Qfficer

Special Projects Group

The Reverend John 2B iviorjs -

3502 Piedmont Road, N.
ktlanta 5, Georgia
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THE REV. JOHN B. MORRIS
3502 PIEDMONT ROAD, N.E.

ATLANTA 5, GEORGIA

CEDAR 7.0414

March 24, 1959

The Hon. Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

Enclosed for your information is a
document I am releasing to the press and to interested
individuals, It contains an exchange of correspondence
between Federal Judge George Bell Timmerman of South
Carolina and myself. An "Introduction" to this docu-
ment provides some background to the correspondence and
my reasons for making it available in this form, which
release is done with Judge Timmerman t s consent.

Assuring you of the continued support of
myself and countless other Southerners for Civil Rights
legislation and your own leadership in promoting the
transition to desegregated p.b ' schools, I m

ours it,

ev.) Morris

Enclosure.



CORRESPONDENCE

CONCERNING SOUTH CAROLINIANS SPEAK

BETWEEN

THE REVEREND JOHN B. MORRIS

AND

FEDERAL JUDGE GEORGE BELL TIMMERMAN

I I I
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With a subsequent distribution of twenty thousand copies, South
Carolinians Speak was published by five clergymen at Dillon, S. C., in
October of 19$7. Seeking to promote "A Moderate Approach to Race Rela-
tions," this booklet included statements of personal conviction from
twelve South Carolinians prominent in their respective communities.
Stating in their Preface that "The time is long overdue for a strong
voice of moderation to be heard," the ministers noted: "There are some
who would require all South Carolinians to subscribe to their point of
view or be ostracized from the community. Fear of free, unrestricted
discussion of the problem, and hesitancy to disagree with either the
majority or the minority quickly leads to a withering of American ideals."
The writers varied in their views from a desire to maintain separate
public schools, with desegregation in other areas, to a belief that in-
tegration should commence in the first grade and move progressively for-
ward. That they consented to express their opinions in this symposium
was affirmative reply to the question posed in the Preface: "Shall men
have the freedom to differ and still maintain mutual respect for each
other?" A different and violent answer was evident soon after publica-
tion in the dynamiting of the home of one of the writers by Klansmen
as yet unconvicted and defended in court by a leading member of the
South Carolina legislature.

As one of the publishers of South Carolinians Speak, and resident
in Dillon at the time, it was my responsibility to write personal
letters to accompany the complimentary copies we sent to various offi-
cials in the state. Such went to Federal Judge George Bell Timmerman
of the United States District Court at Columbia, South Carolina. A
lengthy correspondence between the two of us resulted. In response to
a request for permission to publish his letters, Judge Timmerman said
on July 17, 1958: "I have not the slightest objection to anyone publish-
ing the complete exchange of letters between us in the chronological
order in which it occurred, commencing with your letter to me under date
October 22, 1957, and ending with my letter to you of January 21, 1958,
which last letter was in reply to your letter of January 17, 1958.n

In the belief that it is salient to note the extremity to which so
highly and strategically placed an official as Judge Timmerman will go
in the defense of segregation, I am publishing our exchange of corre-
spondence herewith. The reader may decide for himself the reasonable-
ness of the Judge's arguments. For my part, I was not so much seeking
to persuade Judge Timmerman of the virtue of my views as I was pleading
a case for acceptance and respect for divergent views, and for some
conciliatory attitude toward a moderate position on the race issue. In
South Carolinians Speak I had been associated with persons who had
this respect for d3Tfheing views. I kept looking for something of this
quality in my letters from Judge Timmerman and failed to find it.

(Rev.) John B. Morris
3502 Piedmont Road, N. E.

March 1, 1959 Atlanta 5, Georgia



SOUTH CAROLINIANS SPEAK
P, 0. Box 806

Dillon, South Carolina

October 22, 1957

The Hon. George Bell Tuimerman
Federal Court Building
Columbia, South Carolina

Dear Judge Timmerman:

Enclosed is a copy of the new book, South Carolinians Speak,
sent to you with the compliments of its compilers.

The general purpose of the book, as explained in the Pre-
face, is to promote a moderate position on race relations in our
State. Since you are one of the primary leaders of the people
of South Carolina, we sincerely hope that you will understand and
respect such moderate approaches as this book sets forth. Your
influence and action in seeking equitable solutions of this
difficult situation are a heavy responsibility. We pray that God
will strengthen you for providing the leadership these crucial
times require.

Assuring you of the deep concern of each of the compilers
and writers for the welfare and progress of our State, I remain

Faithfully yours,

Is/ (REV.) JOHN B. M4ORRIS

(Rev.) John B. Morris

UNITED STATES'DISTRICT COURT
Eastern and Western Districts of South Carolina

Columbia, S. C.

October 29, 1957

Rev. John B. Morris
P. 0. Box 806
Dillon, S. C.

Dear Mr. Morris:

I thank you for a copy of uSouth Carolinians Speak. t' It
came to my office while I was away holding court in another city.
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I have only read the preface. I judge that it discloses
the purpose of the book and the motive of those who originated
the idea of its publication.

The preface manifests the authors' opinion that the social
order in South Carolina and throughout the South is ill; that
the cure for the sickness is a complete change in the social order
that has prevailed in the United States since colonial days. It
is also quite manifest in the preface that its authors feel that
immediate racial integration is the sure cure for what is termed
the "sickness of society." With this view I completely disagree,
although I agree that the authors of the preface are entitled to
their opinions. However, all those who honestly believe that
racial integration is the salvation of our social order should
first try it out on their own families before attempting to
force it on the families of others.

Personally I think that the most condemnatory evidence
against our social order is the presence among our population of
too many mulattoes. The cure for this social sickness is not
more, but less of it.

To my way of thinking there is no middle ground on the
issue of racial integration. It cannot be both right and wrong.
To integrate is either all right or all wrong. I believe that
God knew what He was doing when He created the races and sepa-
rated them, just as I believe He knew what He was doing when He
created the beasts of the fields and the birds and gave them the
instinct to live apart.

One of my earliest recollections is of being taught by my
parents that God made me. I still believe that He made me as He
wanted me to be - white. All the enemies of our system of
government - a government that no functionary has the power to
change - can not alter that conviction or inveigle me into an
attempt to play God. Too many of our churchmen and public offi-
cials have been carried to the mountain top and have been tempted,
and have succumbed.

I resent the implication in your preface that men and women
who oppose the mongrelization of the races are bigoted and intoler-
ant, or that they are bent on a course of discrimination against
negroes. Such is not a part of the creed of white men and women
who are loyal to themselves, their families, their race, their
communities and to their nation, and, above all, loyalty to the
God that made them as they are. Whether you know it or not there
are millions of white citizens in the United States - many of them
in the North - who believe that the talent of race was given to be
used for improvement, not to be hidden or profaned, Moreover, they
are firmly convinced that, if God made a mistake in creating the
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races and in separating them, Christ knew about it and would have
corrected it while He was on earth; that so important a matter would
not have been left for the infiltraters of our seminaries to dis.
cover and correct.

In a word, these millions of good white citizens, who have
helped the negro race upward since Northern greed placed it in the
South, and are willing to continue doing so, do not want the United
States of America to become a modern Egypt, Portugal, Spain or
Brazil. The lessons of history should be heeded.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ GEORGE BELL TIMMERMAN

George Bell 'Ammerman

SOUTH CAROLINIANS SPEAK
P. 0. Box 806

Dillon, South Carolina

January 10, 1958

The Honorable George Bell Timmerman
United States District Court
Columbia, South Carolina

Dear Judge Timmerman:

This is to acknowledge and thank you for your thorough
letter of last October 29th. The press of work relative to the
issuance of our book is just now letting me reply to some of the
many communications we received - both pro and con.

In your letter you state a very complete case for one
approach to the race problem and I respect your right to hold
and express these views. While we would differ on some points,
we actually would not have the divergence of outlook which you
suggest.

I am enclosing a clipping from this past Sunday's Charleston
NEWS & COURIER* which provides some indication of my own personal



views on the race issue. In reference to the public schools I
have made it even clearer elsewhere that I do not think it would
be wise to integrate public schools in the "deep South" - now or
in the foreseeable future.

Thanking you again for your letter, I am

Yours sincerely,

/s/ (REV.) JOHN B. MORRIS

(Rev.) John B. Morris

Letter to the News and Courier, Charleston, S. C. Published
January 5, 1958.

To The News and Courier:

I have procured a copy of "The Lasting South" which you have
editorially commended several times recently. It is an excellent
book and, as you have indicated, should be read by every Southerner
concerned for the future of this region. It should serve to inform
persons outside of the South on the nature of Southern society, and
thus gain more understanding for the complexities of our race pro-
blem, and it should remind Southerners of the qualities of our re-
gion which are primary and which are to be preserved because they
are good. A phrase from this book, as quoted by Anthony Harrigan
in your review of it, most aptly sums up the message of "The Lasting
South" for Southerners today: "...what must be preserved is not the
way of life, but the tone of life...

In an editorial recently (December 21, 1957) you say that there
are "cracks in the defense" of Southern "mass resistance" to inte-
gration and you indicate that "clergymen, educators and editors"
have some responsibility for this.

Allow me to suggest that these professional people, in all
instances known to me, have an appreciation for the "tone" of
Southern life and will strive to preserve it. At the same time
many of them look dubiously upon the spirit of massive resistance
as offered us by political leaders.

Speaking for myself alone I can say that I do not think it
would be wise to integrate public schools in the "deep South."
However, we should not let our maintenance of this position deter
us from the progress that was being made in race relations prior



to the Supreme Court decision. With proper planning, desegrega-
tion of public transportation and graduate school facilities would
accord Negro citizens the equal rights they are due.

It is not only persons from certain professions who believe
that the best qualities of "the lasting South" do not lend support
to extreme segregationist ideas and "massive resistance." I have
talked with hundreds of leading citizens of South Carolina, persons
prominent in the business and civic life of the State, and found
nearly all of them to be moderate in their views on the race issue.
These persons who most often appreciate the "tone of life" in the
South have readily deplored the "way of life" offered us by ex*
tremists on either side, including "mass resistance."

Rev. John B. Morris, Pastor
Dillon St. Barnabas Episcopal Church

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
Eastern and Western Districts of South Carolina

Columbia, S. C.

January 14, 1958

Rev. John B. Morris
P. 0. Box 806
Dillon, S. C.

Dear Mr. Morris:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of January 10
and a clipping from The Charleston News and Courier that accompa-
nied your letter.

The clipping contains a letter written by you to The News and
Courier, apparently for publication. I have noted in it a few
statements that appear to me to be significant. I shall quote and
comment on two or three of them since they seem to point up the
main differences in our thinking.

You say, "I do not think it would be wise to integrate schools
in the 'deep South"'. What I would say is, that white and negro
children should not be forced to mix in public schools or elsewhere.

Your statement, taken in or out of context, implies that you
do not oppose mixing in public schools in places other than the
"deep South." There we part company.
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At one time the proponents of the mixing movement professed
to be interested solely in improving educational advantages for
negro children. Now it is generally conceded that the real goal
is the integration of the races. To use a more understandable
phrase, the purpose of the movement is to mongrelize the races.

According to my religious philosophy God made the races and
set them apart, one from another. It is not within the competency
of any person to question or condemn what God did, or to attempt
to correct what He did.

Frankly, I am afraid to mock God, as the integrationists seem
not to be.

Why He did so, I do not profess to know, but I do know that
God made the races different. It is apparent to anyone who will
look that there are marked ethnic and physical differences among
the races, and none more marked than those between the white and
negro races,

I note your agreement that, tWith proper planning, desegrega-
tion of public trarsportetion and graudate school facilities would
accord Negro citizens the equal rights they are due." That as-
sumption of the negro's rights implies superiority. It suggests
that a white person has .o right to object to what a negro demands,
but that what a white person to-ands may be successfully objected
to by a negro - a strang, brand of equality. The ardent inte-
grationists, certainly tI ose who are such for pay, would condemn
your proposal as being too slow an approach to ultimate mongreli-
zation. I agree that so limited it would materially slow the
movement.

The concluding paragraph of your letter to The News and
Courier very clearly implies that you oppose "massive resistance"
to racial integration.

If I favored racial integration, I most certainly would dis-
approve any opposition to it, whether it was massive, moderate or
mild. In other words, racial integration is either right or wrong,
and it makes no difference whether the attempt to bring it about is
at the point of a bayonet or by the evil persuasion of subsidized
propaganda. Consequently, every good citizen should be on one side
or the other. Where the choice is between right and wrong, between
condemning God and praising Him, there is no respectable middle ground.

"He that is not with me is against me;
and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad."

Sincerely yours,

/s/ GEORGE BELL TIMMERMAN

George Bell Timmerman



January 17, 195

The Hon. George Bell Timmerman
United States District Court
Columbia, South Carolina

Dear Judge Timmerman:

Thank you for your letter of January lth. I am humbled by
your taking the time to write one so insignificant as I so thordugh-
ly about your views on the race controversy. In exchanging views
via this correspondence we are involved in what is probably needed
most by everyone - communication. Abroad in the land is a great
need of people to hear and be heard with reference to this'ieeue.
I truly believe that the Negroes would not be pushing the issue
as hard if they could have the opportunity to be heard in bi-racial
conferences designed just for hearing and telling.

As grateful as I am for the communication afforded each of us
in this exchange of correspondence, I shall not expect a reply to
this letter since I know that you are a busy man. Of course, if
any of my observations prompt you to note your views I shall wel-
come hearing from you again. Whatever our disagreement, I respect
your right to your position and "would defend to the death your
right" to hold it.

While it is not stated in your letter it would appear to me
that your position carried logically forth would result in a
"White Supremistu outlook. Forgive me if I am wrong in seeing
the potentiality of this in some of your observations. While
believing, as noted in the clipping I sent you with my last
letter, that segregation is the best thing for public schools in
the "deep South," I cannot accept the position generally indicated
as White Supremist. I believe that it is the outlook and rigid
unbending in any area whatsoever that will harm the South most in
its fight to handle its own problems. We stand a chance of con-
vincing the bar of public opinion across the nation of the wisdom
of public school segregation. But White Supremist doctrine will
only hasten a trend fostered by the NAACP - total integraticn -
and we will lose our case before the nation and before the courts.
If, on the other hand, we could prove our "good faith" in accommo-
dating the few talented Negroes who rise above the average of
their race, we would stand a better chance of preserving public
school segregation honorably.

I beg, sir, if we would preserve the good qualities of
Southern living, not to require that all Southerners be totally
"with" you or, if not, thereby "against" you. There is a
"respectable middle ground," I believe, and I have talked with
hundreds of leading South CarKlinians who stand there. Let us
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agree to stand together where we can - and honor one another
where we cannot. Only in this way will our beloved South be
saved much travail.

Yours faithfully,

/s/ JOHN B, MORRIS

John B. Morris

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
Eastern and Western Districts of South Carolina

Columbia, S. C.

January 21, 1958

Rev. John B. Morris
P. 0. Box 806
Dillon, S. C.

Dear Mr. Morris:

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 17th instant.

I must confess some amazement at your repetitious use of
the communist cliche, "White Supremist."

What, in your estimation, is a "White Supremist"? How does
one differ from a Jew or Gentile Supremist, or from a Black, Brown
or Yellow one?

I note that you see in observations contained in my letter to
you an rIWhite Supremist' outlook." I take it, therefore, that you
disagree with these observations, via. (a) That it is now generally
recognized that the purpose of the mixing movement is to integrate
the races; (b) that God made the races and set them apart; (c) that
it is not within the competency of any person to question or con-
damn what God did, or to attempt to do so; (d) that I am afraid
to mock God, as integrationists seem not to be; (e) that it is
apparent that there are marked ethnic and physical differences
among the races, especially between the white and negro races; (f)
that I agree that "massive resistance" is proper in fighting any
evil, none more so than the God defying racial mongrelization
movement; and (g) that where the choice is between right and wrong,
between condemning God and praising Him, there is no respectable
mi ddle ground.
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With which of these observations do you disagree, with a
part or all of them; and which of them indicates a "White
Supremist' outlook"?

You speak of "a chance of convincing the bar of public
opinion across the nation of the wisdom of public school segre-
gation." Do you believe that consorting with the opposition,
giving aid and comfort to it, is going to accomplish that end?
And why should it be accomplished, if it isn't right? If
segregation is right, why aren't you on the side of it all the
way - not just a part of the way?

The Bible, God's Word, doesn't teach me to compromise with
sin. What does it teach you?

In your letter you speak of "a trend fostered by the NAACP -
total integration" - which will cause us to "lose our case before
the nation and before the Courts." I gather from this that you
realiza that those who control the NAACP activities are out to
integrate the races. To that extent you agree with me that the
mask is off and that it is no longer to be doubted that total
racial integration is the object of those who are fighting to mix
our children in schools, churches and elsewhere.

And, to what do you refer as "our case," which you prophesy
that we will lose before the nation and the courts? Do you mean
by this prophecy that you anticipate that the Supreme Court will
order us to integrate the races, that it will enjoin us from pre-
serving the purity of our race, and that the nation will approve?

Have you ever satisfied yourself why it is that Christ did not
command racial integration? Was His failure to do so an effort to
cover up God's mistake in creating the races and setting them apart?

Remember Christ said:

"He that is not with me is against me;
and he that gathereth not with me
scattereth abroad."

In my judgment the greatest travail that could befall the
South or the nation would be racial mongrelization. Upon that
issue, to me, there is no respectable middle ground for any race.

I note you say you have talked to thousands. You should talk
to the tens of thousands that you have missed.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ GEORGE BELL TIMBRMAN

George Bell Timmerman
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President Eisenhower

The White House

Washingbon D.O,
FILs

Dear Mr. President:

To further progress toward equality of opportunity among citizens of

this nation, we the undersigned citizens wish to express our support of

the Supreme Court decision on desegregation. 14e wish to urge you, Mr.

President, to make an even more forthright effort to see that this de-

cision is implemented without delay.

NAME
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WE URGE ALL AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE IN DEMOCRACY

TO SIGN THIS PETITION WHICH WE HAVE SIGNED

-J~arru Rel/ton

Wr-4. lIap4 12 /unche

lee v. 6d w in 5.27 ?a Aery

fly1 JulerI 27 2 )e/aney

ev. .Jarry, &merjon 2 7 oi/lici

ev. Martin Luiter J<'nq, r.

27aier 90 hn £it2arge, &S

6?e-orge fl/eany

e2 )on M/urrway

C/arence /pchell

1 nea" Poiller

&afli )oachim Prinz

A. /9li mean oap

Wa~er euiher

flachie leolinion

Ieev. 6,?arc/ner (C. 27ay/or

florman . 7 omaj

Roy ?i'ik 3

(ha rteJ. immerman

FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL IS THE CENTRAL MORAL ISSUE OF OUR TIMES;

WHEREAS ON MAY 17, 1954 THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECLARED

SEGREGATED SCHOOLS TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND A NEGATION OF

HUMAN RIGHTS IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY;

WHEREAS SOUTHERN YOUNG PEOPLE SEEKING TO OBTAIN THESE RIGHTS HAVE

SUFFERED INDIGNITIES, HUMILIATION AND VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS THE EFFORT TO MAINTAIN SEGREGATED SCHOOLS THREATENS THE

DESTRUCTION OF OUR FREE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM AND EMBARRASSES

OUR PROFESSIONS OF DEMOCRACY AROUND THE WORLD;

THEREFORE WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, PETITION THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE
UNITED STATES TO PUT INTO EFFECT AN EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE

PROGRAM WHICH WILL INSURE THE ORDERLY AND SPEEDY INTEGRATION

OF SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.

NAME ADDRESS

A PETITION



A PETITION FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL IS THE CENTRAL MORAL ISSUE OF OUR TIMES;

WHEREAS ON MAY 17, 1954 THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECLARED

SEGREGATED SCHOOLS TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND A NEGATION OF

HUMAN RIGHTS IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY;

WHEREAS SOUTHERN YOUNG PEOPLE SEEKING TO OBTAIN THESE RIGHTS HAVE

SUFFERED INDIGNITIES, HUMILIATION AND VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS THE EFFORT TO MAINTAIN SEGREGATED SCHOOLS THREATENS THE

DESTRUCTION OF OUR FREE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM AND EMBARRASSES

OUR PROFESSIONS OF DEMOCRACY AROUND THE WORLD;

THEREFORE WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, PETITION THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE

UNITED STATES TO PUT INTO EFFECT AN EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE

PROGRAM WHICH WILL INSURE THE ORDERLY AND SPEEDY INTEGRATION

OF SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.

A~ME ADDRESS

1 ( J3~A1 '1h

2 - ~&'ii I,'~ ~~)4.~Z- &(~ ~Wi a~ /P. ~

6<

'39#

20

RETURN BY APRIL 18, 1959 TO:

YOUTH MARCH FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

312 WEST 125th STREET
NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK

F



ALL AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE IN DENMWLYLU

PETITION WHICH WE HAVE SIGNED ftRAL FIL,

MW4. . i iy12tbaei4jarence 1 4che 11

-Parry LRla/otte Sdney / itier

fflr.4. Ikallph . 2unche kali ()oachim Prinz

Rev. twin 52] ahlieryA. Pip lRandJolh

6
9udlge Juler1 2-71 2)elney, Waher Ieeut~her

ev. -Jarryf &mer-4on iJoic/ich 6 acke Kolinion

I&v. Martin1 Luther -k r,9r. kev. gardner C. 7fa,4o.

§'atherohn LZajJaryze, &S. lorman 7 homad
!eor~ae lMean," RoyWt liun,

,
2

)on Murray 1 Chari ei 2Simmerman

A PETITION FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL IS THE CENTRAL MORAL ISSUE OF OUR TIMES;

WHEREAS ON MAY 17, 1954 THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECLARED

SEGREGATED SCHOOLS TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND A NEGATION OF

HUMAN RIGHTS IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY;

WHEREAS SOUTHERN YOUNG PEOPLE SEEKING TO OBTAIN THESE RIGHTS HAVE

SUFFERED INDIGNITIES, HUMILIATION AND VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS THE EFFORT TO MAINTAIN SEGREGATED SCHOOLS THREATENS THE

WE URGE

TO SIGN THIS

a, T I
1100,



WE URGE ALL AMERICANS WHO BELIEVE IN DEWW R4VLU

TO SIGN THIS PETITION WHICH WE HAVE SIGNED *FIL
Clarence Piclell

Jbarry,2e/'a/onte &iney poitier

lflri. RalphJ. 1Runche Raki )oachim /rinz

Rev. c6/win-7217?) atli ery A-. /§Xip Randlolp4

)(9ye J'lulert 27 2)eaizeyMalter Reuter

Rev. J~arry, merion 2?oi click fachie Ro inion

Rev. Wart in Luther J<Xiny, r. lRev. 6?arc/ner (f. ay,1or

iflather )ohn on~pa~arge, Sfi orman 5omad

!Jeorge ffleany R0),oy iind
2 )on Murray eCarles S 2Zimmerman

A PETITION FOR INTEGRATED SCHOOLS

TO THE PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS
OF THE UNITED STATES

WHEREAS EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL IS THE CENTRAL MORAL ISSUE OF OUR TIMES;

WHEREAS ON MAY 17, 1954 THE UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT DECLARED

SEGREGATED SCHOOLS TO BE UNCONSTITUTIONAL AND A NEGATION OF

HUMAN RIGHTS IN A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY;

WHEREAS SOUTHERN YOUNG PEOPLE SEEKING TO OBTAIN THESE RIGHTS HAVE

SUFFERED INDIGNITIES, HUMILIATION AND VIOLENCE;

WHEREAS THE EFFORT TO MAINTAIN SEGREGATED SCHOOLS THREATENS THE

DESTRUCTION OF OUR FREE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM AND EMBARRASSES

OUR PROFESSIONS OF DEMOCRACY AROUND THE WORLD;

THEREFORE WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, PETITION THE PRESIDENT AND CONGRESS OF THE

UNITED STATES TO PUT INTO EFFECT AN EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE

PROGRAM WHICH WILL INSURE THE ORDERLY. AND SPEEDY INTEGRATION

OF SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES.

NAME ADDRESS
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May Z9, 1959

Dear Reverend Headrieth:

The President has asked me to acknowledge and
thank you and Reverend Charles CopelSapd for
your telegram to him of May tweythird in
connection with the sensitive issue of human
rights.

Most assuredly the Admnistratioa is aware of
the difficulties which have arisen The Presi-
dent, however, is doing everything hecan bY
precept and example to see to it that all Amei
can citiseas are able to walk this land of *are
ia dignity and peace, regardless of race, color
or creed.

Sincerely.

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Project. Group

Reverend Marlin J. Hendrieth
619 Frernont Avenue North
Minneapolis. Minnesota 1rs
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP
(To Remain With Correspondence)

Mr. Morrow
PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY.

Date MaVy2b6

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

ACTION: Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action -

For appropriate handling x

See below

Remarks:

GPO 16-71264-1

By direction of the President:

Staff ASTER
, Staff Secretary

TO-

w)



Libby:

Can you get me a street address for Rev. Copeland
or Rev. Hendrieth?

Thanks.

Laura

234 EOB
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THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

"CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA MAY 21, 1959"

THE PRESIDING ELDER, MINISTElS AND LAYMEN OF THE ST PAUL

DISTRICT OF THE NORTHWESTERN ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE AFRICAN

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH REPRESENTING MANY CHRISTIANS IN MINNESOTA

AND IOWA# WISH TO COMMEND YOU FOR THE STAND YOU HAVE TAKEN TO

IEFEND GOOD AMERICAN CITIZENS AGAINST MURDERERS AND

IJ ,~



,4124

POTENTIAL MURDERERS AND THOSE VHO REFUSE TO OBEY THE DECISIONS

HANDED DOWN BY THE HIGHEST COURT OF OUR NATION. NEGRO CONSTITUENTS

ARE GREATLY CONCERNED OVER THE CONTINUED DISREGARD OF THE MANDATE OF

THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES AS IT PERTAINS TO

INTEGRATION OF NEGROES INTO THE SCHOOL SYSTEMS OF AMERICA, VE
%W

IMPLORE YOU TO GO MUCH FURTHER AND EMPLOY EVERY LEGAL MEANS IN

8WR POWER TO BREAK THE STALEMATE EXISTING IN LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

AND MANY OTWER AREAS OF THE SOUTH, AND THUS HASTEN THE IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE MANDATE OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. MANY

CF US VERE UNDER YOUR COMMAND WHEN YOU VERE IN CHARGE OF THE AFFAIRS
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OF THE E*T*** AND KNOW NOW WELL YOU ORGANIZED THE FORCES OF ,

VICTORY VICH LEAD TO WORLD PEA('E WE BELIEVE YOU CAN DO THE SAIE

AT HOME. A COPY OF THIS TELECRAM IS BEING SENT TO OUR BISHOP, THE

RT, REVEREND JOSEPH GOMEZ. SINCERELY,

COMMITTEEs REV CHARLES H COPELAND CHAIRMAN

REVMARIN JH LRj SECRETARY*

.7~~ g: ""vtAVE 0

M i/ANA^,

,ell
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June 1, 1959

Gentlemen:

xJtixy&- ,q~

This will acknowledge on behalf of the President your letter
of May eleventh urging that he use his office to assist in
removing racial barriers in the operation of the 'Letropolitan
'YungMeA'±tChistian Association. Your interest in wr ng
about this matter is appreciated.

Your letter was referred to the Department of Justice and I
am advised by the Attorney General that the Young Men's Il
Cristian A ion, being a private organization ne-WiY'-
under government control nor operated with government funds,
does not fall within the scope of any federal law relating to
racial discrimination. In these circumstances, I am sure
that you wilt appreciate that it would be inappropriate for the
President to intervene in this matter.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Rev. James D. Foy
Rev. Charles C. Whkbsy
Co- Chairmen
D. C. Citien'sComnmittee for the

Advancement of Christianity in the
Y. M. C. A.

llth & K Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

I,

Justice---FHS

A,

'~'



May 29, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR

Honorable Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House

I attach draft replies to two letters relating to
the racial policy of the Woodward School for Boys operated by
the Young Men's Chrisfian Associioi fteDstrict of
Columbia.

Inasmuch as the views expressed in these letters
are diametrically opposed, it is my opinion that a brief acknowl-
edgment along the lines suggested and without engaging the
President directly in this matter is the best approach to take.

John F. Cushman
Office of the Attorney General

Enclosures (4)

V



SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY

Gentlemen:

This-is in- reply t -year ettertodthPre-gident-

of-ltfay1 TOS, urging that he use his office to assist in removing

racial barriers in the operation of the Metropolitan Young Men's

Christian Association. 7 - & / * J L.

Your letter was referred to the Department of

Justice and I am advised by the Attorney General that the Young

Men's Christian Association, being a private organization neither

under government control nor operated with government funds,

does not fall within the scope of any federal law relating to racial

discrimination. In these circumstances, I am sure that you will

appreciate that it would be inappropriate for the President to inter-

vene in this matter.

Sincerely,



I

May 23, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR

The Honorable William P. Rogers
The Attorney General

Can you let me have a draft of a reply to
the attached letter to the President signed
by Rev. James D. Foy and Rev. Charles
C. Webber and concerning segregation in
the YMCA2 I would appreciate it if I
could have this reply by Monday, June
first.

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Attachment

Ltr. dtd 5111/59

FHS



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

5/20/59

Mr. Morgan:

In case you did not see it, these
people had a writeup in yesterday
morning's Washington Post that
they had placed their matter in
the hands of the White House.
Mr. Morrow saw the article.

Laura



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

May 20, 1959

To: Gerald D. Morgan

From: E. Frederic Morrow_

Respectfully referred.

'*-~ /



Ike Asked to End
'Y' School Policy

The D. L. Citizens' Commit-
tee for* the Advancement of
Christianity in the YMCA has
appealed to Presjdent Eisen-
hower to help end segregation
in the "Y's" Woodward School
for Boys, 1736 G st. nw.

The Committee, headed by
the Rev. James D. Foy of As-
bury Methodist Church and
the, Rev. Charles C. Webber,
director of the Office of Re-
ligious Relations of the AFL-
CIO, asked the President to
use his good offices in elimi-
nating "this one stubborn
ugly last spot of school segre-
gation in the Capital."

Randolph E. Myers, General
Secretary of the "Y," said its
board of directors is studying
the question.

Segregation in the "Y"
swimming pool and gymnasi-
um also was criticized by the
Committee.



CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY
IN THE Y.M.C.A.

11th & K Streets NW
May 11, 1959

Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower
President of the United States
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

In 1954, when you acted to remove discrimination from public
places in the Nation's Capital, this was hailed all over the
world as a great step forward in human relations.

In September, 1955, when the district schools moved swiftly
to comply with the Supreme Court ruling on the desegregation
of schools, it was believed that this was the completion of
your 1952 campaign pledge to remove all racial barriers in
Washington and make it the showplace of Democracy for the
U.S.A.

Unfortunately, Mr. President, the good intentions of that
pledge have been marred by one stubborn ugly last spot of
school segregation in the Capital. Ironically, it is the
Metropolitan Young Men's Christian Association, part of a
national institution dedicated to the promotion of brother-
hood and Christian ideals, which is perpetrating this grave
offense.

The board of the Metropolitan Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion has persistently refused to change its racial policy
which bars qualified Negroes from attending the Woodward
School for Boys, located in the Central Branch at 1736 G
Street, N.W.
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Although the school is operated as a private institution, the
Young Men's Christian Association is supported in part by public
subscription and is a beneficiary of the annual drive by the
United Giver's Fund.

Repeated efforts on the part of organizations and citizens
from all walks of life have failed to persuade the board to
halt the practice of segregation in the school and discrimi-
nation in other areas of its facilities.

The D. C.Citizen's Committee for the Advancement of Christianity
in the Young Men's Christian Association now appeals to you, Mr.
President, to use your good offices in an intolerable situation
which has placed a blot of shame not only on the citizens of the
District, but on the whole country.

Indeed this pattern of racial discrimination has been used against
foreigners seeking the hospitality of our capital and this has had
damaging effects upon our prestige abroad.

The correction of this unfortunate, un-Christian, and undemocratic
policy will not only complete the work on your historic monument
to freedom and the dignity of all men, but it can be a powerful
buttress to our position as we lead the struggle for world peace
and understanding.

Ve truly yours

ev. James D. Foy

Rev. Charles C. Webber
Co-Chairmen

JDF/CCW/cbl
oeiu2aflcio



D. C. CITIZENS' COMMITTEE FOR
THE ADVANCEMENT OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE Y. M. C. A.

IS

PICKETING

The office of the General Secretary of the Metropolitan
Y. M. C. A. and the Central Branch of the Y. M. C. A.

WHY?

Because of Racial Discrimination in the Y.M.C.A.-contrary
to the stated policy of the National Council of the Young
Men's Christian Association of the United States of America.

EXAMPLE NO. 1

The General Board of the Metropolitan Y. M. C. A. and its
Educational Committee refuse to admit Negro boys to the
Woodward School for Boys-housed at the Central Branch

Y. M. C. A. at 1736 G Street, N. W.

EXAMPLE NO. 2

The Central Branch of the Y.M.C.A. at 1736 G Street, N.W.,
refuses to admit Negro men and boys into its membership.

EXAMPLE NO. 3

The Metropolitan Y.M.C.A. CampLetts at Edgewater, Maryland,
refuses to admit Negro boys.

Co-Chairmen: Rev. James D. Foy, pastor, Asbury Methodist
Church, 11th & K Streets, N.W.; Charles C. Webber, 1816 12th
Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.



June 1, 1959

Dear Mr. Green:

The President asked me to thank you for your letter concerning
the 1959 Petition Caim ign for arted Schools and to assure
yO that Aihas under personal consideration the proposals which
were submitted to him by the Youth Delegation. Last week he- ,
wrote Mr. A. Philip Randolph about this matter, and in case you
have not as yet seen the President's letter, I am enclosing a
copy for your information. I am also enclosing a copy of a letter
the President wrote on the occasion of the closing of the schools
in Charlottesville last Fall. As you can readily see, the Presi-
dent fully shares your concern regarding the importance of
maintaining the public schools of the nation.

I assue you that the Administration will make every effort to
realize the enactment of its legislative program in the field of
civil rights. The other legislative proposals which you mention
were in principle considered by the Administration prior to pre-
senting its own program. While all of them seek the same
worthwhie objective, the President, after careful consideration,
concluded that for the present the cause of civil rights would best
be served by the enactment of the measures which he has proposed.
The Civil Rights Commission wilt doubtless, however, come up
with recommendations in the rall, and these will be considered
along with other recommendations.

In closing, Let me say the President feels that the informed con-
cern of the youth of this country, as represented by your letter,
will be a most important factor in the ultimate realization of our
goal of equal rights for all our citizens.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. Reginald H. Green
United StatesNationgjASu4dent AssAodati
3457 Chstnut Street
Philadelphia 4, Pennsylvania

d DM/fhs



May 29, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR

Honorable Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House

In reply to your memorandum of May 22,
1959, I am attaching a suggested draft reply to the letter
of May 15th addressed to the President from Reginald H.
Green, Educational Affairs Vice President of the National
Student Association.

The correspondence enclosed with your
memorandum is returned herewith.

ohn F. Cushman
Office of the Attorney General

A.. '

Enclosures (2)



SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY

Dear Mr. Green:

The President h*& asked 4hat= 'thank you for your

letter concerning the 1959 Petition Campaign for Integrated Schools and to

assure you that he has under personal consideration the proposals which

were submitted to him by the Youth Delegation. He fully shares your con-

cern regarding the importance of maintaining the public schools of the nation.

As he stated last fall when schools were closed in Arkansas and Virginia to

avoid racial desegregation, "the direct consequences to the children in those

schools and the eventual consequences to our nation could be disastrous."

I assure you that the Administration will make every effort

to realize the enactment of its legislative program in the field of civil rights.

The other legislative proposals which you mention were in principle considered

by the Administration prior to presenting its own program. While all of them,

seek the same worthwhile objective, the President, after careful consideration,

concluded that the cause of civil rights would best be served at this time by

the enactment of the measures which he has proposed.

In closing, let me say the President feels that the informed

concern of the youth of this country, as represented by your vecoanidered

letter, will be a major factor in the ultimate realization of our goal of equal

rights for all our citizens.

Sincerely,



May ZZ, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR

The Honorable WilliamP. Rogers
The Attorney General

Can you let rae have a suggested draft
of a reply to the attached letter from
Reginald H. Green, National Youth
Chairman and White House Delegation
Member for the Youth March for Integrated
Schools, and educational Affairs Vicye
President for the National Students Associ-
ation. I would appreciate it if I could
have the reply by Friday, May twenty-
ninth.

Gerald D. Morgan
Tht Deputy Assistant to the President

Fnclesure

Ltr. to Pres. 4td.
5/15/59.

ard

/
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UNITED STATES RATIOl AL STUDEn T ASSOCIATION
3457 CHESTNUT STREET * PHILADELPHIA 4, PA. BAring 2-1106

THE WHITE HOUSE

MAY 2 1 28PM '59

May 1591959

RE C EI V E
President Dwight D. Eisenhower
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Eisenhower:

As a member of the 1959 Petition Campaign and Youth March for Int-
egrated. Schools' White House Delegation, I wish to thank you for
the attentive and freindly reception we received. I hope that you
have had an opportunity to be appraised of the proposals which we
left with Mr. Morgan as well as of the widespread youth and stud-
ent support evidenced by the 26,000 plus who came to Washington and
the over 400,000 who signed the petition.

I feel that recent events both in terms of school desegregation and
in other human relations areas underline both the need and the op-
portunity for executive and legislative action both in terms of stat
ments and of specific programs.

The growing concern over the threat of inferior or totally nonexist-
ent public education evidenced by HOPE in Georgia, STOP in Little
Rock greatly increases the opportunities for "speedy and orderly
integration.n1
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With the growth and spread of these and. similar grou-ps and. with the
tentative advances of school desegregation in Charlottesville, Dade E

ECounty'Ploridg, Delaware, and elsewhere, I feel it is especially
crucial that you reexert your full moral leadership on behalf of
those who favor open public schools ,desegregated in compliance
with the law of the land and who oppose both violence and the aband-
onment of public education.

Like the other National Youth Chairmen of the Youth March, I sincerelyio
feel that it is important not only to endorse and support aesegregat-
ion in education as the law of the land but also to support and end.- E

orse it as morally right and. educationally inevitable. The sumpport
which the Civil Rights Bill you have proposed would give to advocates 2
of desegregation and of public education rather than school closing
is sorely needed.. I hooe that you will exert your influence to its
fullest extent to secure passage of this measure. '
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However, I feel as do the majority of the young men and women who participated
in the Petition Capaign and March that sin a ition to those Civil Rights pro-
tections and. those means of technical assistance to educational desegregation
which you have endorsed theretis need for construction assistance touglstricts
in which a major obstacle todmesegregation is an overall lack of facilities
and for channels of legal an& administrative action permsttin g althelpart ent
of Justice and the Civil Rights Commission to act more effectively in the dev-
elocent of desegregation plans and in supporting the rights of indivisualsdnho
for one reason or another cannot individually instute legal proceedings I feel
that the a roach of the Bi-partisanaPropoals usul Coerene oou t s-

andStdens o cnsderth Roe nd esosibiuul terofeYotheandoSudentsav

O0l2ar Bill would. go far toward. meeting this need..

Desegregation andsintegration in entcation are national problems affecting all
parts of the country and. all segments of the -ooulation. They should be the
concern of all citizens and. of no one more than of youth and stud entsdn

It is for this reason that the YoumthMarch White House Delegation recommoenfed 1
to your attention the concept of a National White HouseConference of Youth
and.Stuhdents to consider the Role and ARe onsibility of Youth andStudents
in Educational Desegregation and. Integration. We envisaged such a conference
as a meetingplace for leaders froem national and. regional youth and student
groups and. as taking place in the summer of 1960.

The United States National Student Association, the National Federation of
Catholic College Stuel-ents, the Southern Area Councils of the YMCA and other
youth and student organizations in the 26 member Young Adult Council of the
United States have successfully held a Southern Student Human Relations Con-
ference in the South. I believe that their leaders and the individuals active
in them could be of real value in facing the question of desegregation in
education through partici2pating in the planning and execution of a White
House Youth and Student Conference on Desegregation in Edlucation.

Once again, I should like to express my apreciation for the interest shown
in our suggestions and proposals by your staff members and. also to express
my hopes that you will find them useful in framing further action toward the
achievement of equal opportunity for all.

Sincerely,

Reginald H. GreenI
1959 Petition Campraign and. Youth March for
Integrated Schools, National Youth Chairman
and White Rouse Delegation Member

Bducational Affairs Vice President USNSA

BR.rak
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Suas 18, 1959

Dear Students:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to him of June
eleveuth.

Your observttoes regarding the sensitive
issue of school integration have been noted,
and I assure you that resident greatly
appreciate having them. In these difficult
times it is meet helpful to obtain the thinking
of conscientious citizens like yourself.

Sincerely,

e. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Social Studies Class 7417
atittJuior High S eo No. 164

401 West 164th Street
New York 32, New York

Ri irs
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

STITT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL NO. 164
401 WEST 164TH STREET

NEW YORK 82, N. Y.
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Junior High School 164
401 W* 164th Street
New York 32, New York
June 11. 1959

The President
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

We are a class of, Stitt Junior High
School 164. We are interested in the problem of.-Antegration
in the Southern States.

In our school we have integration among
all races of students and teachers, and we think it works
very well. We feel that this progress has been achieved
through the efforts of people who worked together.

Such organizations as the, National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People, has
shown much progress in the North. We think the South could
improve as much as we have.

Therefore, we urge you to support the,
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
in the South in its effort to end segregation in the schools.

~ Respectfuy yours

a~~4~46$V& , W4_'



July 8. 1959

Dear Mr. Hill:

Your letter to the President has been received.

The President is always glad to hear from men in uniform and
is always deeply concerned about problems they meet that are
beyond their power to control.

Those of us who are clout to the President can testify that he
is always distressed by man's inhumanity to man and th4t he
has worked very hard during his term as President to create
an atmosphere in this country where all loyal citizens can
enjoy without restriction all the privileges as well as all the
responsibilities of first-class citizenship. He continually hopes
that by his example other Americans will be constrained to fol.
low his simple formula of treating all men as one would like to
be treated himself.

It is not possible for the President to control the attitude of
any American, and the things that you write about, while defin.
itely regrettable, can only be corrected and met in the manner
which I have outlined above.

Each one of us, of course, has a civil responsibility to do all
we possibly can to eradicate the atmosphere created by persons
who would give foreign countries the impression that democracy
does not work for all of our citizens. The present Administra.
tion, by precept and example, is dedicated to overcoming this
false impression.

Sincerely.

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

SP/4 George W. Hill
643rd Engineer Company P. L.
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri EFM/1rs
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,643 rd ENGINEER CONPANY:P. L,
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

22 June 1959

The President
The 1hite House
Washington 25, D. C.

,Dear Mr. President:

I an writing with the deepest of sincerity, and I an hoping that
this letter won't be looked upon as an insult, or a question of your
integrity. I would just like to inform you of my opinion and the
opinions of most of those that are of the same beliefs on this matter
of integration.

You have probably already noticed that I am a soldier in the U. S.
Army, but I am still the same as thousands of people who are living in
this confused world. I have been keeping up with the headlines and
listening to news broadcasts and the progress thats expected, but just
doesn't seem to be there.

Realizing that you have many responsibilities and have most of
the nation's problems on your hands, I have hesitated to write, but
after giving it lots of thought and then concluding that you would be
just as much concerned, I just had to let you in on how my people are
being treated.

To begin sir, I will first tell you that I am from the South,
Little Rock, Arkansas is my home, and I have lived there for fifteen
years. I know the people there and I also know what they believe in.
I among others have tolerated their abuses and have been silent for
years, but a man along with anything else can only with stand' so
much before there is a breaking poiat.

Mine was yesterday on receiving a letter from my fiancee, when
she had this to tell me, and I~ quote" Darling, be real careful when
you are~ coming home, because the people here are organizing the

Ku Klux Klan, and it scares me half to deathU.. Why I think it is
terrible when a soldier of the U. S. Army has to be warned of dangers
from the people he is suppose to be protecting, or itteven worse
because this man is giving a portion of or his life if necessary for
their defense., Sir, when a man has shed his blood for a country, he
should be able to tell anybody with conceit that its his,without
something in the back of his mind saying that only parts of it is his
because of his color,



*r

You signed the military code of conduct sir, and to my belief
you did not specify the color of men. If I am correct it is American
men whoare dedicated to a free country, I for one can not believe a
man is free after returning from a war front and finding that he still
can't eat in reaturants of his choice,,or that his children are not
allowed to attend certain schools because of their color.,We speak of
democracy with the Russians., and we broadcast to the people that are
in bondage of a democratic way of life throughRadio Free Europe Plan.,
but who is telling Governor Faubus., He needs it worst than anyone,.
because he has lived here nearly a half a century and still doesn't
know its true meaning.

Siri, you are letting him destroy what has taken over a hundred-
fifty-years to build., and this is a vital part of the constitution.
Thus., I ask you not only for me or my race., but for our country if it
is in your power., dontt let Governor Fau~us or anyone else destroy the
real meaning of our way of life.

Respectfully yours..

GEORGE VW.-HILL
SP/
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August 2S, 109
ci

Dear Merrilee:

The President has asked me to tank you for
the kind thoughts contained in your letter of
August seventeenth. He is pleased to know
of your sinere intent in the fuller realza -
tion of the human rights of our citisenas.

We all look forward to the day when equality
of opportunity. both in principle and in prac-
tice, wt be enjoyed by every Amaerican.
No society is perfect, but any society can be
improved. Patient, persistent work toward
goals which we know to be right wil make
our own a more rewarding one in which to
live.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Greup

Merrilee Bruce
19 Volknax Rnd
Worcester 6, Massachusetts Irs
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Augtst 28, 1939

Dear David:

The President has asked me to thank you for the
thoughts contained in your letter to hin of August
eighteeth. He is pleased to know of year inter-
eat in the ai6lr reaseation of the Amman rights
of our citisen.

We all look forward to the day when oqualty of
opportunity, both in principle and in practice.
wil be enjoyed by every American. No society
is perfect, but any society can be improved.
Patient, persiatent work toward goa which we
know to be right wiR make our own a more re -
warding one in which to live.

Sincerely.

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects OroptI

David Fox
7950 Race Road
North Ridgeville. Ohio Irs
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August V7, 1959

Dear Reverend King:

The President asked me to reply to your
telgram of August 13, proposing that he
issue a proclamation cafling upon alU
Americans to abide by the decisions of the
Supreme Court.

The President appreciates and thoroughly
understands the motive prompting this saug-
gestion. The President has repeatedly de-
clared and reaffirmed his determination
that the law as set forth in the Constitution,
statutes and decisions of the courts must
be respected and obeyed, and feels that
nothing could be added by a Proclamation
to the same effect.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Reverend Martin Luther jA O
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church
454 Dexter Avenue
Montgomery, Alabama

GDM/fhs---Justice draft
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MEMORANDUM POR

Mt. Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President
The White House
Washington, D. C.

In accordance with your requests
dated August 18, 1959, I am attaching sug.

j12gested draft replies to the letter from
Mr. RarbeeW 1i a M uthema the letter and
enacIo su r e f rom thIte kRRYR n d . S hel1 by W al t hall,1
and the telegram from the Reveread Martia Luther
King, which you transmitted.

The letters, enclosure and telegram
are returned herewith.

JOSEPH M. PVRYAN L
Acting Assistant AfFdtTrey-Gosetal

Civil Rights Division

* ~ 44*

BEST AVAIElCOPY

lt 01 1

Olt.



SUGGESTED DRAFT REPLY

Dear Reverend King:

The President i 19inreeeipt & ao
telegram d-4A4 August 13, 1-0*9- proposing that
he issue a proclamation calling upon all Americans
to abide by the decisions of the Supreme Court.

The President appreciates and thoroughly
understands the motive prompting this suggestion.
However, a proclamation, such as you urge, under
our form of government would have no legal effect.
Moreover, the President has repeatedly declared
and reaffirmed his determination that the law as
set forth in the Constitution, statutes and
decisions of the courts must be respected and
obeyed.

Sincerely,

.1



August 18, 1959

MEMORANDUM FOR

The Honorable Witiam P.
The Attorney General

Rogers

May Ihave a draft of a suggested reply to the
attached telegram to the President from
Martin Luther King? I would appreciate it
if I could have this reply by Tuesday, August
twenty-fith.

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Attachment

Tele. dtd 8/13/59

GDM/fhs
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP
(To Remain With Correspondence)

Mr. Morrow
PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY.

Date August 15. 1959

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

ACTION: -Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action

For appropriate handling

See below

Remarks:

GPo 16-71264-1

By direction of the President:

A..GODPASTER
Staff Secretary

I

*

TO-
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THE PRESIDENT-

THE WHITE HOUSE -

DEAR MR PRESIDENT, MY COLLEAGUES AND I RECOGNIZE THAT THE COMING

EXCHANGE OF VISITS BETWEEN YOU AND MR KHRUSHCHEV HAS INTRODUCED At

NEW ELEMENT IN THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION INSPIRING 84PE-THAT-----
0 TOCE

CONSTRUCTIVE STEPS TOWARD PEACE MAY RESULT. EVERYONE MUST LI )

AND RESPECT THIS INITIATIVE WHICH AN ANXIOUS WORLD HAS KON; ,

AWAITED* cIv. RIGHTS Drve

IT IS UNIVERSALLY AGREED-THAT MR KHRUSHCHEV MUST BE IMPRESSED

WITH OUR ECONOMIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ACHIEVMENTS. HE UNDOUBTEDLY

WILL BE AS THE OVERWHELMING EVIDENCE PRESENTS ITSELF ON EVERY SIDE*

IT IS LESS CERTAIN THAT SO CLEAR AND INSPIRING A PICTURE OF OUR

DEMOCRATIC UNITY AND IDEALS--VILL EMERGE* MR KHRUSHCHEV WILL

ARRIVE IN OUR COUNTRY JUST AS SCHOOLS ARE-REOPENING IN SEPTEMBER*

IT WOULD BE TRAGIC SHOULD HIS VISIT COINCIDE WITH TENSION AND

VIOLENCE ACCOMPANYING THE DESEGREGATION OF SOME SCHOOLS* AS

SUCH SITUATIONS HAVE OCCURED ANNUALLY FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS,

CAUSING OUR NATION GRAVE EMBARRASSMENT

-~ 2:~ ~Anv~



THEREFORE WE RESPECTFULLY SUGGEST THAT BEFORE THE OPENING OF

SCHOOLS YOU ISSUE A PRESIDENTIAL PROCLAMATION DECLARING THAT IN

THE INTEREST OF THE MORAL INTEGRITY OF OUR NATION AND AS A

CONTRIBUTION TO WORLD PEACE EVERY CITIZEN SHALL PEACEFULLY ABIDE

BY THE DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT AND OTHER FEDERAL COURTS

FACILITATING INTEGRATION OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACROSS THE NATION.

MAY WE HAVE YOUR REACTION TO THIS PROPOSAL AFTER YOU HAVE AN )

OPPORTUNITY TO REFLECT UPON IT

MARTIN LUTHER KING PRESIDENT

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE)

5 - 7 rn
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August.Z8 1959

Dear Chriatihe:

The President has asked me to thank you
for your recent letter. He is pleased to
know of your sincere interest in the fuller
realinaten of the huran rights of our citi-
Zen*.

We all look forward to the day when equality
of opportunity, both in principle and in prac-
tic., will be enjoyed by every American.
No society is perfect, but any society can
be improved. Patient, persistent work
toward goals which we know to be right will
make our own a more rewarding one in
which to live.

Sinerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Christie
Turville Point
Madison 5, WisconsaIn Irs



15

~J~W~AAZjL~L

~; '~4*

avvt,

-.,I A -,t

107 I-o

6--o

A~et
t 4 ai..

AA414tL1
0 I

-001q

SI
~I

1~- /

1/

44 92

~4K2

r1
I

JA.O- l -4-.
-4

or I 0(-O lrj

42

r%-d
Qooe 44t.,

4all&,? W;e,





2" RECEIVE
SEP I
CENIhAL F1LE

August 29, 1959

Dear Mr. Griffin:

The President has asked me to acknowledge your
letter to him of August twentieth. He appreciates
your interest to writing concerning the difficulty
being experienced in respect to the integration of the
public schools of Prince Edward County.

The Supreme Court decision did not, as some suppose,
require the States to have public schools. It merely
held that if a State or locality did operate public schools,
it could not deny admission to such schools solely on the
ground of race or color. While the President deplores
the action of the Board of Supervisors in depriving the
children of Prince Edward County of opportunity for pub-
tic education, he is powerless to take any action since
public education is exclusively within the jurisdiction of
the States -- subject only to the requirements of the
United States Constitution.

The President is fully sympathetic with the reasons that
prompted your letter.

Sincerely.

Gerald 1). Morgan

The Deputy Asistant to the President

Mr. L. Francis Qrfa
President
Prince Edward County Christian Association
Farmnvitle, Virglia

LRS/GDM/fhs
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your interest in writing concerning the difficulty
being experienced in respect to the integration of

the public schools of Prince Edward County.
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prince 6 dwarl CountyC Cdiaian IAociaion
(PECCA)

309 FRANKLIN STREET -- FARMVLLLE, VIRGINIA

L FRANCIS GRIFFIN, President MISS EDWILDA ALLEN, Secretary
A. I. DUNLAP, First Vice President MISS A. F. SIMS, Ass't Secretary
C. H. HILL, Second Vice President D. E. MOSELEY, Ass't Treasurer
A. G. RAWLINGS, Treasurer

August 20, 1959

"The President"
The Whirt, ouse
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. President:

As Americans who believe in the authority and dignity of
the law, we the members of the Prince Edward County Christian
Association, appeal to you for whatever help you can offer in
a tragic situation involving our county, state and nation.

We arp citizens of a county involved in the now famous
May 17, 1954 Tnited States Supreme Court decision declaring
racial segregation in public education to be unconstitutional.
Five years after this decision, and nine years after legal
action was instituted, Federal Court orders remain unobeyed.
We submit that in a Christian democracy this is deplorable.

When the Supreme Court declined to grant a stay of the
lower court's order requiring integration of the county public
schools beginning September, 1959, the Prince Edward County
Board of Supervisors (the law-making body of the county) de-
clined to appropriate funds to operate any public school. No
tax was levied for public school purposes.

As a result of this defiant and undemocratic action by
the Board of Supervisors, approximately 3,300 children of both
races are confronted with educational malnutrition.

The segregationists of the county are proclaiming in strong
terms,"There will be no racial mixing in the public schools, re-
gardless of cost." These benighted and confused people are at-
tempting to operate private schools to circumvent the law en-
couched in our constitution. We do not believe this should be
nermnit ted.

We realize that in a representative democracy such as ours
our governmental processes will become stagnant unless the edu-
cation of citizens is broad enough to encourage maximum interest
and participation according to one's ability without being ham-
pered by artificial barriers and restrictions. Our advocacy of
public education is strengthened when we realize that we no longer
live in a provincial society. Today, we are part and parcel of



a space age society and being such, if we expect the youth of
Prince Edward County to compete with the youth of this nation
and of the world as equals, we must provide for them the strong-
est system of public education possible. To rely on private
education to fill these modern day needs is utter folly.

We believe that segregation in any form is morally and
legally wrong, therefore, we prayerfully request that you
use the full extent of your good office in the alleviation
of our conditions in Prince Edward County, Virginia.

Respectfully yours,

L. Francis ri in
President

LFG:ea
Copies to
Vice President Richard Nixon
Attorney General William William Rogers
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Dear Tom:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter to him of August twenty-fifth.

Your observations regarding the sensitive
issue of school integration have been noted,
and I assa0 auti iITRPesident appre-
ciates having them.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Millboro Springs
Bath County, Virginia

LRS/GDM/fhs
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Sepftember 15, 1959

Dear Lyie:

The President has asked me to thank you far
the kind thoughts contained in your letter to
him of September eighth. He is pleased to
know of your sincere interest in the fuller
realization of the human rights of our citizens.

We all look forward to the day when equality
of opportunity, both in principle and in prac -
tice, will be enjoyed by every American. No
society is perfect, but any society can be in-
proved. Patient, persistent work toward
goals which we know to be right will make our
own a aore rewarding one in which to live.

Sincerely,

1E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Lyne Ronsen
439 - 47th Street
indenhuraet, New York ir s
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Septerrber 15. 1959

Dear Miss Setterdund:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter of July eleventh
giving him the benefit of the two resolutions

of the I&nnttte passed by the
Congregational 9th Grade Campers July tenth.

E. Frederic Morrow
AdcalPrative OGf"cr
Special Projects Greup

Miss Mary Alice SetterlUnd
Handnonta
North Dakota 1rs

I I
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September 17, 1959

Dear Marg;e:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your good letter to him of
August twenty-eighth expressing your inter-
est in the fuller realization of the human
rights of our citizens.

Please be assured that the President is do-
ing everything he can to advance America
toward the goal of equal opportunity for all,
regardless of race, color or creed.
Patient, persistent work toward goals which
we know to be right will make our own com-
monities more rewarding ones in which to
live.

The President is pleased, as you are, that
Hawaii is now a state.

Sincerely,

Gerat D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Margee Morrisg -
149 Mahealani Place
Kailua, Oahu, Hawaii

LRS/GDM/fhs



149 Mahealani Place
Kailua, Oahu

Hawaii
August 28, 1959

Dear Mr. President,
I know you are concentrating on having your peace talk with Mr. Khrushchev

striving for international peace. But what about peace in our own country? How can
we make peace with other countries when we can't even make peace in our own country?
What I'm talking about is the dispute between the the different races in the south. I
know that we can't control the thoughts of other human beings but maybe their feelings
of hatred can be controled somehow. I don't think two races should be segregated. They're
both human beings of the same kind except for their color, It's just like a plain white
egg and a colored egg during Easter. They're both the same on the inside and if you don't
believe me all you have to do is crack it open and see for yourself. The color do**A't
matter. God created all men to be equal0 Our constitution saysthat all men shall be
treated equally in our country. It doesnAt look to me like the constitution is being
upheld. If one part of the constitution is broken it just leads the way to others, The
people in the sotth are still fighting the Civil War. The Negroes are outcasts to them-
people who should be slaves and aren't. They are slaves in a way though: They are deprived
of the privileges other Americans have. Because of their color they are outcasts to society.
They can't go to schools (integrated) without being escorted by police or national guards-
men. The southern people are treating them like some people treat lepers-- as if they
were contaminated or as if they were bombs about to explode. What's the United States-a
nation of equality and freedom, coming to that it can't control hateful feelings amongst
it's people. The people of my state of Hawaii though mixed and amongst many different
people of many different races(including Negroes) can get along beautifully together and
I just can't see how the people in the south can hate another race so much. I would
think it would break the monotony of seeing their race all the time if they saw a person
of another race. I think if all the southern people were to read Harriet Beecher Stowe's
"Uncle Tom's Cabin" they would be ashamed of their misdoings. They are human beings. Why
can't they be treated as one? I wish the southerners would realize their wrongs and
cruelties and would correct them, All races originated from Adam and Eve unless a certain
race doesn't believe in God. If that's so why should one or more races be humiliated, scorned,
and disgraced. I think something should be done and now or you never know we might end up
fighting another Civil War some day over race differences. I do not think segregation is
the answer to this problem because in a free nation people of all races should get along
together though I think that is your decision to make.

My name is Margaret(Margee) Morrison. I'm 13 years old and am Scotch, Irish, Englikh,
German, and Dutch, I've lived in Hawaii all my life with the exception of occasional visits
to the mainland. I would like to express my deep graditude for making Hawaii a state.

Sincerely yours,



September Z4, 1959

Dear Ellen:

The President has received yoar letter of
September tenth in respect to the fuller
retaliation of the human rights of our cit-

Together with you, he deeply regrets the
action of the Board of Supervisors in Prince
Edward County, Virginia, in closing public
schools. In America we have come to re.
gard the right to a public education as a
fundamental one. The President fervently
hopes that the schools will reopen soon.
Patient, persistent work toward goals which
we know to be right will make our society a
more rewarding one in which to live.

Siaerely,

Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

440 Beechmont Drive
New Rochele, New York Irs



September 10,
1959

Mrs. Harry A. Kesend
440 Beechmont Drive, New Rochelle, N. Y.

Dear Mr, President;

I am 12 years old, live in New York state, and am of the

white races I am disgusted with the intergration problem in

the United States today.

This morning , when I heard that county in Virginia is

leaving over 700 Negro Children without schooling, tears

came to my eyes.The whole countyrno longer has a single

public school because with private schools, it can stop, in-

tergration.

I am sure you agree that this is a terrible thing, es-

pesially because Yegroes are human beings also. Because

they have a different color skin is no reason whatsoever for

any sort of person to despise them. They are made the same

way as any other race in this world of prejudice people. Why,

I as# , can't they be treated as human beings) they have

brains that do not differ from any other person's brain. Why

can't it be educated properly?



I

Mrs. Harry A. Kesend

440 Beechmont Drive, New Rochelle, N. Y.
It is important to ergse this mark from the face of Am-

erica, and we need people to do it so that the smallest

trace of this mark is completely wiped off forever! Please

find these people before it is too late.

Sincerely yours,

Ellen esend

P.S. The whole population of the country should read the

book "In Henry's Backyard".



CEIALRED
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September 23, 1959 CENTRAL RLLs

Dear Mr. West:

The President has asked me to acknowledge your letter to him
of September sixteenth, signed also by Barbara S.Mar x, nSU-
pervisor. He appreciates your interest in writing concerning
the closing of the public schools in Prince dwEad Couny.Skt
ginia.

The Supreme Court decision did not, as wore snppose. require
ifistaste h&Eihajvii schools. It merely held that if a State
or locality did operate public schools, it could not deny adris -
sian to such schools solely on the ground of race or color.
While the President deplores the action of the Board of Super-
visers in depriving the children of Prince £dward County of
opportunity for public education, he is powerless to take any
action since public education is exclusively within the juries
diction of the States - - subject only to the requIrements of the
United States Constitution.

The President is fully sympathetic with the reasons that prompted
your letter.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. WifliamnA. West

444 West Street
Vienna, Virginia
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Nvnaber 10 19$9

Denr Mite Haeot

The President has asked mae to ashuowldge yoar letter to
hin of Novembnr fourth. He appnetlatte your ltntenest in
writlt concerning the clesing of the public schools to
Prince Edward County. Vigiia 5(/:

The§prese Court decision did not, as sorae oppose,
reiretbe States tos4bic oea Itearaly held
that if a State or locality 4id opeiiijiiiem schoos, it
could net deny admission to such schoos solely on the
ground ef race or color. While the President deplores
the action of the Seand of Supervisors in depriving the
chidren of Prince Zdward County of opportunity for public
edneaties, he is powerless to take any action since public
education is exclusively within the $uriedictioa of the
States -- subject only to the requirements of the Vatted
States Constitution.

In Anerins we have com to regard the right to a public
education as a fn en one. The Prsident fervently
hopes that the school will reopen seek.

Sinterely.

E. Federto Morrow
AdinMistrative Ofcer
Special Projects Group

MisA Ruth S. Hawes
3607 Seinary Avhiii
Riohnd Z7, Virginia
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November 13,1959

Dear Mr. Jervis:

This Is in answer to some of your inquiries contained in
your letter of November second.

(1) The Administration is not supporting the Douglas
Civil Rights Bill, but is supporting its own program.
What that program is is set forth in the enclosed
message to Congress on this subject. The reasons
the Administration is not at this time proposing a
"Part Three" are fully set forth in the testimony of
the Attorney General before the House Committee on
the Judiciary this year. You can secure a copy of
those hearings by writing to the Committee.

(2) At no time has the Civil Rights Commission asserted
that the Justice Department has been tax in carrying
out its duties under the Civil Rights Act of 1957. In
its report the Commission stated in effect that the
number and results of actions authorized by that Act
have not been encouraging. The report also points
out, however, that the Justice Department has not,
for a number of reasons, been in a position to secure
favorable legal decisions.

(3) As to whether Negroes can play golf at the Augusta
National Country Club or the Burning Tree Club, I
suggest you write directly to these two clubs for an
answer to this question.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. Robert Jervis
Oberlin College
Oberlin, Ohio GDM/ard



I

November 2,
1959

Dear Mr. Morgan;

On September Ihenty-third I wrote

you explaining that I had several questions on

civil rights which I had expressed in two letters

to the President and kat that I had received no

answers. I restated the questions in my letter

and you promptly answering one of my q

questions and saying "I regret ti.,at you received

ho reply to your preceding letters." While I

was glad to get one og my questions answered, I

wanted, and still want, answers to the others.

Very shortly after I received your letter of the

September twenty-fifth,I sent you another letter

restating those questions which you did not

answer. Since that time I have not a reply nor

even an acknowledgement of my second letter.

For half a year I have been trying to get

the Administration stand on several fairly im-

portant matters. It seems almost impossible for

an ordinary citizen without any pull to receive

information from his government. Perhaps the

Administration deems it politically unwise to

make its stand on civil rights known, perhaps

my letters have been lost in the mails, or

perhaps our government thinks it is a waste of

time to answer letters, but for reasons you know

better than myself, I have been unaable to get

answers to the following questions: 1) Does the



Administration support the Douglas Civil #ights

Bill. If so, why hasn't it exerted any pressure

to help get it passed and if not, why not as

it is essentially similar to part three of the

original 1957 Civil Rignits bill proposed by the

Administration. 2)ksthe golf course on which

the President plays when he is in Georgia allow

Negroes to play on itx? Can 1Regroes play on kht

the Opuss Burning Tree course in Maryland? 3)

What does the justice department plan to do in

response to the chitisms of the Civil Rights

Commission to the effect that the ustice epart-

ment is being lax in its enforcement of the 1957

Civil Rights Bill?

If the answers to these questions are top

secret and thus cannot be released to the public

I would very much appreciate being Anformed of

this. If not, I hope you shall answer my questions

ob tell me who I can write to that will.

Sincerel-,

Robert Jervis



Sept. 29

Dear Mr. Morgan;

Thank you very much for your letter

of the twenty-fifth. But although you answered

onebf my questions, you left three others un-

answered. I would still like to know if Negroes

are allowed on the golf course on which the Pree-

ident plays when he is in Georgiajll the Admin-

istration supports the Douglas Civil Rights Bill.

In Its recent report, the Civil Jlights Com-

mission said that the Justice Department was lax

in its inforcement of the 1957 Civil Rights Bill.

What steps are being taken to remedy this situa#

tion?

Sincerely

1



It
RECEIVED

SEP 3 0 1959
QENLRA I

Dear Mr. Jervis:

Replying to your letter of September
twenty-third. I regret that you received
no reply to your preceding letters. I
believe the two enclosures will answer
the questions you propounded. One is a,
statement that I made on behalf of the
President to the delegation from the
Youth March for InteTrhted SchtooThe
other its a letter that the President sent
to Mr. J. Albert Rolaton and which was 7
made public at t 4 time.

Sincerety,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. Robert Jw
Bar rows Hall
Oberlin, Ohio

GDM/ard
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September 23

Dear Sir;

In late May of this year I sent a letter to the

President asking several questions about matters con-

cerning eivil rights. I received no answer, nor even an

acknowledgment of my letter. Two months later I sent an-

other letter to the President, repeating the questions. I

did not receive an answer to that letter either. I am there-

fore sending this letter to you in the hope that someone in

the government will see fit to do something with my letter

other than thrvw it away.

I would like to know if the Administration backgkhe

Douglas Civil Rights Bill and if so why kasat the President

mada hasn't made any efforts to convince Congress to pass

the bill

Does the Administration believe that mass demonstrations

like the Youth March for Integrated Schools help or hinder

progress toward gaining full rights for the Negroes?

I wpuld like to know if the golf course~n whzch the

President plays when he is in Georgia allows Negroes to play

on it'i If the course if part of a private club, are there

any Negro members?

The recent report of the Civil Rights Comission stat-

ed that the Justice Department was being lax in the enforce-

ment of the 1957 Civil Rights Bills. Do you believe this to

be the case? If so what sbegs are being taken to correct the

situation?

I hope that this letter, unlike my others, will receive

somp answer.

Sincerely,?

Robert Jervis
Barrows Hall
Oberlin, Ohio

1~*



May 28, 1959

Dear Mr. Resident;

Over a month ago I sent you let-

ter asking several questions about matters con-

cerning civil rights. I have received no reply

to my questions, nor have I received any not-

ification tb: indicate that my letter was not

buried in a pile of other papers.

I would like to know if you thought that

the Youth March for Integrated Schools,which

took place in Washington on April 18th. I also

would like to know if you support the Douglas

Civil Rights bill.

I realize the reasons for your not wanting

to comment on the legalities of a particular

Supreme Court decision, I do not see why you

do not take a moral stand on the segregation

question. Why do you choose not to give the

country a moral lead by declxaring that you
ebelive that segregation is morally wrong? Or do

you believe that segregation is not morally

wrong?

I also would like to know if the golf course

in Georgia on which you usually play allows

Negroes to play on it,

Sincere.l Y<,

Robert Jervis
1155 Park Ave.
New York 28, New York
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April 22, 1959

The President of the United States
The WhiteiHouse
Washington D.C.

Dear Sir;

As a participant in the recent Youth
4-1

March for Integrated Schools, I would like to

know if you approved of the March and if you

support the Douglas-Ravits Civil Rights bill,

which the March backed.

I would also like to know why you have not

taken a moral stand on segregation. I realize

the reasons why you do not wish to comment on

a specific Supreme Court decision, but I do not

see why you have not chosen to provide a moral

lead for the moderates,both North and South,

to follow.

I also wish you would tell whether or not

the golf course on which you usually play when

you are in Georgia allows Negroes to play on it.

Sincerely

Robert Jervis
Burton
Oberli Coliege
Oberl ,hit



THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE

ROUTE SLIP
(To Remain With Correspondence)

TO SOCZAIAZY Of R"
PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE STAFF SECRETARY.

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

ACTION: Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action -

For appropriate handling 2

See below -

Remarks:

GPo 16-71264-1

Ur of 11/18159 to the P from Jnes A. By direction of the President:

adM"e C. Z C&O rmnqeNtorka1 ( gC1 1 '4

-9~1I ~ Y / A60.GOODPASTER
L4xington Ave., NYC ZZ; pro continued sup. "IStaff
port of the Supreme Cot deceatone deseg*h? W
regation. schools,1rging that every effort be put forth to impleme t the decision
and extend the process of school integration.

L"., .".- , -mJ16L
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fleeaber 30. 199

Dear Mr. Gross:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to hint of Decer-
ber twentieth.

Your iaterest in writing and exprenng your
point of view is appreciated.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Adinistrattn Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. Fred Gros
65-61 Saunders Street
Forest Hile 74, New York
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65-61 Saunders Street
Forest Hills 74, N.Y./DLecember 20, 1959

Your excellency, the President of the United States,

Dear Mvr. President:

In your journey to the Asian and African countries,

you have come face to face with diverse sects of human

beings who came from their villages to greet you in

multitudes as the "Prince of Peace" and shower and bedeck

you with flowers and love.

Sir, not only are you a man of peace, but a symbol

of devotion to the rights of man to live in freedom without

fear and want; and this is your ultimate aim. But I must

state honestly that freedom is not only lacking in other

countries but our nation as well. Six years have passed since

the Supreme Court ruled that integration must at once be

initiated into the schools. So far, there has been small

progress towards this achievement. 'That is more important

than the freedom to educate the mind?

Mr. President, I believe that you should use your

personal and executive power to instill the southern

extremists with an embodiment of moral perception and

make them understand that the difference between black

and white is only black and white and that freedom of

thought and action available to both.

You have come into personal contact with many nations

the last few woeks, but I now



0? I I

feel that it is your duty as the President of the United

States and as a man of moral devotion to tour the states

that have not yet carried out the law of the land and

speak to these people who are against integration and for

bigotry,

You are the only American, today, who has the power

to awaken a people who are still living in a world of

darkness and hatred. You are the only man, today, who

can lighten the fuse to a better understanding ,nd

respect for man, whether he be black, white or yellow.

I wish you a .erry Christmas and a Happy New Year,

Fred Gross
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Dear Pat:

RECL
JAN 1 -i j>ud
CENTRAL FILES

January 13, 1960

I

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank yeu for your recat letter to him.
Your interest in writing and expresing your
point of view is appreciated.

Please be assured that the President is doing
everything he can to advance America toward
the goal of equal opportunity for all, regard
Ios of rce, color or creed. Patient, per-
sietent work toward goals which we know to
be right will make our society a better ane
in wbich to live.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Admnistrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Miss Pat McCall
Box 104 <
Eada, Colorado
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Jamary 20, 1960

V f

70
ILK

Dear Mr . Stead:

The Preident has asked mee to acknowledge
and thank yos for your recent leettr to him.
He appreciate's your interest in writing.

Pleas be measured that he is doing everything
be can to advance America toward the goal
at equal opportunty for all, regardless of
race, color or creed. Patisat persistent
work toward goats which we know to be right
will make our society a better one in which
to live

Siacerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. William A. Stead
24 Corona Drive
bethpage. New York Irs

- - --- - I
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3m~r 13,1960

/ ~ GEN IRAL FILES

/
I

/

Dear Mrn. Shapira..

TMO Pm"~t h-"Ms skd imeto cttow -
tiedr mak thak youi for you~r latter to

himofIt~~ty inh &Ad encosure.

sinzzemrlyo

E. Frederic Morrow
A4zniltrtive Officer
Special Prajocts GroUp

Mrs - Eseale
1736 Jefferson Avenu*
Miami Stach, Flaridair

I

A I

Ira
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New Schools
r 6t:

MACON Ga. - (M - The w
grand dragon of the Georgia m
Ku Klux Klhnsays the klan is I

planning to build private
schools in five cities, stArfting fi
wFthAtlanta, for white children
whose parents favor segrega-
tion. a

Lee Davidson said the klan
already has some funds and is P
"hoping to get some state sup-
port."

He said there was a good 
possibility t h a t the Atlanta
school would be completed by
fall. Other private schools are
being considered for Macon,
Savannah, Columbus and Moul-
trie, he said.

(rin to Set Up



I

Very Sincerely yours,

(Mrs .Estelle Shapiro)

1736 Jefferson Ave

Miami Beach,F-La.

jauay9th,6

President Eisenhower.
WashingtonD.C.

Dear President Eisenhower:

r think you win. be as shocked as I was when
you read the enclosed chipping, which means nothing more than Schools
to teach HATE'and BTGOTRY in our be.Loved Country.

As aln .an activities are Un-American, the
Organization should be banned, even greater affrontry is that they
want to open Schools to teach our youth their poisonous doctrine.

Knowing your regard for Justice and Liberty
for ali American citizens, I hope that you will do something about
this,before it is too late. I think this letter is an appeal from anl
Fair Minded American Citizens.

I

I
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Dear Mrs. Pearsea

Preeident has askd me to achaewledge
year letter to him of January aiath.

Athough he is syNmathetitowards the witua-
tion youpreset, h cannot inteve in locl

iute* eaeh as yOu mention. It is naggeteS
you take yew problem up with the Superviser
of Sebools for your District,

E Trederic M*row
Adaistrtive Olficer
Special Projects Group

Mrs. Doll Pearen
Ne20th Mia iea Fod
North Mli reach. *Florid^

2/
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Jaanary 19, 1960
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Dear Rewry:

The President has asked ree to acknowledge
year letter to bmanOf January twelth.

Plase he assuved Ue to doing everything he
can ftoelp bring bout a1mor citant MtO

thiconstry sthat AmerJscarn 19e 1advaned
toWard the goal atfequat apportsaty for all4#
negardlesraeecolorrorceed. Patient,

per stentr toward goasty wicwe haew
to be ri sWr mase oingSevty a better one
in whic to livga

daac ecres Pfiet
penisent ffSrecigal hc Pre r

toea rbr wil or soit. bte n

Norheat 1thSere y

OktaenseCity, kaoae1
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Jataaryt28, 1969

Dena Mr. Standler:

The Prnidet has asked me to acknowledge
and thank you for your letter to him of San-
Ary alghteenth.

Your interest in writing and exprensing your
potAt of view is appreciated.

E WIVED
JAN 2 9 1P60
CENTRAL 6[49

E. ?rederic Morrow
Adratistratve Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. TestSreandler
667 Thayer Avenue
Los Augeles 24
Californi Ir a
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January 18, 1960

Dear Mr. President,

am writing to you aboutt the problem of segregation in the

Deen South. 7 f- el as you do on the subject, which is 4.n favor

of desegregation.

The re are, I feel, many difficulties in deal-)ing with this

terrible problem. One such difficulty seems to be the ability

to oversimplify, This tendency is accentuated he -e in this in-

stance because the problem is both simple and complex.

As a legal problem it is very simple. I feel that this is

' because the liw insists that all people be viewed as individuals

and not as members of a sp-ecifLic grou,,, as racial, religious,

econmic or ocil, A yo aleadykno theSupeme our,4o

itJeiioafnyu7 94,si o tay that Negroe ar

el and tato yro aon te probied the services n intetu-

Deon eSthblishe aso manad on the subec whyc aithorityori

out desegrgt ioa hthoeshosmyno esgeae

otht archoolmtnb iffegrates int dehing witld alhdeen

terrible crblm.tanescrclltti diffclydem toay theabio li e

topi mayereimnify. aTissn toncyi acshoolabedhee hin thin isna

shade or two darker than one of his fellow students.

Althoughthis problem is mich more difficult socially, it
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is an exm)le that the segregatiofialist will tend to ignore

the effects of segregation u-on the personalities of white and

Negro children alike. The segregationalist demands upon

grouping all Negroes under one title and refuses to consider the

scientific conclusions of anthropolgists with the respect to race.

He, too, will exclude them from library and classroom materials

having to do with racial distinctions. I feel that it is these

people who influence the younger generation to dislike the Negroes

so terribly.

I think that not all this opposition to integration in the

South is racial or solely racial. I feel that many of the

Southerners object to the education of his child with Negroes

unon cultural grounds, which is - r-ally ridiculous. Faced

with the necessity of sending children to school with children

of an obviously lower cultural level (which' is somewhat true),

a school in which the majority of students may have habits of

speech and conduct altogether different from what he wishes his

child to receive, so he opposes this intermingling.

This is understandable, however, it is less understandable.

if he fails to recognize the similar feelings on the part of the 4

well -educated and cultural Negro, whom he would force to keep

his children in a segregated school of a terrible status. The

Negro of a cultural background, too, may wish his children to 4<4

receive the best education possible and can view only with frustra- ffi
tion a situation in which the children of cultural backgrounds

high and low to combine in one and the same school from which

his children are excluded solely on the basis of race.

Ax. 4
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Too, the Southerners consider money more precious than

continued segregation. The Southerners would rather hire a Negro,

than to -ay a white person more for the same job.

Negroes are getting more respect in the different stores

of the Deep South and some examples of this are: the white

telephone re'Dairman wipes his feet as he enters the home of a

Negro; the white deliveryman deliverys goods to' the

home of a Negro lawyer; the white builder builds a home for

a Negro doctor. So, why in the world can't the Negro children

get along in the same schools with the white students?

Furthermore, today I think that many Southern parents are

beginning to think of the education of their children, than the

maintenance of segregation.

The status of the Deep South (which defend on the closing of

the public school as their last legal weapon) have been shocked

by Virginia's Court decisions into the realization that the

maintenance of tradition may require too great a sacrifice. You

can tell by some of the parents actions, and the students, that

they are concerned about the closing down of public schools.

They, the people, write in to the editors of newspapers that

they'd prefer desegregation than the closing of schools.

A new organization recently organizated in Atlanta,"Gerogia,

called H 0 P E (Help Our Public Education). You can see by this

organization, 7,r. President, that they are trying to help desegra.

tion. H 0 P E is deliberately avoiding the bitter issue of

segregation or integration by placing before the half-million

people of that certain city a choice of how they'd like their

I I

"Ii

I ~
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schools: integrated schools or no schools at all!!!! So far

the response has been alL in f2vor of integrated schools.

The South ndoiibtedly has a long way to go before it solves

its race problems and it would be false to Dretend that the way

will be easy. But, many of the barriers to which the Southerners

are deeply attached to between races is slowly, very slowly,

growing smaller.

Finally, each person irresrpective of birth, has an equal

claim upon the services of these institutions (schools, etc.).

It also is true that each person is to be judged in terms of what

he cpn do himself, not in terms of the accidents of race, creed,

or wealth.

I am grateful to you T . President for taking the time to

read my letter which ex)resses my feelings regarding segregation

problems.

Res-ectfully Yours,

Toni Brandler
667 Thriyer Xvenue
Los Angeles 2'.,
Cal ifornila
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Dear Peter:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
and thank yem for yor better to himn of February
fifth. Yoar interest in writing is appreciated.

Please be assured the President is doing every -
thing he can to advance Amertea toward the
&oaI of equal opportunity for all, regardles
of race, color or creed. Patient, persistent
work toward goals which we know to be right
will make our moety a better one inwhich to
ite.

I am sure you can understand it is too early
to say what can be accomplished in this sesike
of Congress. This Adadaistration has webmitted
its reconmendations and is doing everything it
can to bring them to a successful confusion.

Sincerely,
/

E. Frederlc Morrow
Administrativn Officer
Special Projects Group

Skyview Acres
Penona, Now York
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February 1, 19b0

Dear Mr. Eisenhower,

I am a 13 year old boy, cna in the 8tn grade.

Last year I went on the March for Integrated Sonools.

I am sure that you are very interested in this situation.

I would be glad to see this problem cleared up, and

the schools in the South integrated.

Do you think that the l9o Congress will be able to

accomplish this.

Sincerely yours,

Peter D. Kelsey

Skyview Acres

Pomona, N.Y.
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May 26, 1960

Dear Miss Scott:

The President has asked me to acknowledge your letter to him of
May nineteenth. He wishes you to know that your interest in writing
is appreciated and your comments have been noted.

The Surme na cisionz did not, as some suppose, require the
SStates to have public schools. It merely held that if A State or locality

did operate public schools, it could not deny admission to such schools
solely on the ground of race or color. While the President deplores
the action of the Board of Supervisors in depriving the children of
Prince Edward County of opportunity for public education, he is power -
less to take any action since public education is exclusively within the
jurisdiction of the States -- subject only to the requirements of the
United States Constitution.

The President is fully sympathetic with the reasons that prompted
your letter. In America we have come to regard the right to a public
education as a fundamental one, and the President sincerely trusts
that your schools will reopen.

Perhaps you would like to express your feeling to the Board of Super -
visors of Prince Edward County.

Miss Cahrn'A ct

Rote1,Bo 7

ProspectMayrgina1960



?IS

44

F544 ,4

Reute,1 Box 75

Prospect, Virginia

-may 19, 1960

The President
The White House

Washington 25, D.C(

Sir:

I am very much interested in the situation of our schools in Prince.

Edward County Va. We, the children of Prince Edward would like very

much our schools opened.

We would like to complete our education in order to employ jobs in

the future. Think every one should have thier equal rights. ITthink

everyone should have equal opportunities of any race, creed, and

color. God made all people to be equal. Our race, creed and color

should not intefere with our equalities. T he pledge to the Ynerican

Flag says in part; One nation under God w-ith lit ebty and justice for

all. You could imagine how it l e in the future -if many children

inh the United Sttes were without education.

I feel that "Ad tiogAis important in this Atoic A.e. I am

writing you because I think you coull ive some help toward restoring

our educatio:nial facilities.

. (.7P

Respectful Yours,

Catherine A. Scott
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September 23, 1960

Dear Alyce and Lels:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your letter to him of September fifth. He
wishes you to know that your interest in
writing is appreciated and your coamnents
have been noted.

You may be sure the President is doing
everything he can to help work out the prob-
lem of education for all American children.
The situation is one which ell s for earnest,
persistent effort on the part of all of us
toward goals which we know to be right.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Marrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

The Misses Alyce Townsend
and Lela E.Owen
1108 Wilson Avenue
Oildale, California 1rs
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October Z1. 1960

Dear Mr. Gerarcd

The President asked me to thank you for your letter of
October third and for the suggestions contained in it.

White the President Is opposed to segregation in any form,
segregation cannot be abolished by executive otder. It is

yin public ani piibely supported facilities that
the Government has any control over. And so far as segre-
gation in such facilities is concerned, court decisions are
fully as effective as would be an Executive order.

The President asked me to tell you how much he has enjoyed
your Victory coffee table.

Sincerely,

Gerald D. Morgan
The Deputy Assistant to the President

Mr. James S. Gerard
Creative Designer *- Wood Carver
Cypress Gardens, Florida

GDM/ard

G'E.
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November 4, 1960 ( K ~
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Dear Reverend Wtiktifte:

The President has a 4ked r to acknoledge
your letter to him of October thirty-tnt.

We ae well aware of the seforts in Louisiana
to evad the ruling of the Supreme Co t in
1954 that admtac to a fiamchool a
be dene to any Amrica ea on the basis"
of race, color or crsd. The ruling nmst be
oeyedt however, and emery possible means

the Federal Governraet a se is being em-
pWed to help with the at io.

Your interest in writing is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Z. Frederic Morrow
Administrative Ofticer
Special Projects Group

y >Qj {

Reverend S. J. Wicidiffe
Rural Route 1 Box 19
Evergreen, Loliatna irs

I A
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December 5, 1960

Dear Mr. Tucker:

The President has asked me to acknowledge
your latter to him of November eighteenth.
He wishes you to know that year interest in
writing is appreciated and your comments
have been noted.

You may be sure the President stands firmly
behind the SupremreCour truno ft-
1954, that admittance to a public school can-
not be denied an American citizen on the
basis of race, color or creed.

Sincerely.

E. Frederic Marrow
Administrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mr. Duff Tucker
Director

ParshofThe tar&r Vision
110 West Franklin Street
Mt. Sterling, minois Irs



Parish of The Larcer Vision

S rinlfiell Presb terq, Synod of Illinois
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December 5, 1960

Dear Mrs. Gibson:

The President has asked me toeacknowlodge your
letter to hin of November seventeenth and en-
closures. He wishes you to know that your inter-
set in writing as you did is appreciated and your
comments have been noted.

We are aware of the difficuties following the
Supreme Cort ruling of May. 1994, that admit,
tance to a public school cannot be denied an
American citizen on the basis of race, color or
creed in areas of our country where there is a
large diverse population. Social mores that are
long established cannot be broken down quickly,
but in a nation such as ours prejudice must
eventually give way to fair play, In the long run
the combination of education together and the
necesary social adjustments will make a stronger
America*

The President thanks you for your expreasien con-
cerning his service and you may be ere that both
he and Mrs. Eisenhower reciprocate your good
wishes.

Sincerely,

E. Frederic Morrow
Adrainistrative Officer
Special Projects Group

Mrs.M nS.Gibson
42 Rondo Drive X

Manchester, Missouri Irs
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Manchester, Missouri
November 17, 1960

Honorable Dwight D. Eisenhower
Office of the President
United States Capital
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. President:

This is the first time in my life that I have written to anyone in
any branch of City, State, or Federal Government, on a personal
basis, but after just having completed a letter to the Governor of
the State of Louisiana, I wanted to forward a copy to your office.
(Copy attached).

I realize that the President has no time to read all the correspon-
dence which must flood his office daily, however, whoever receives
this please extend my humble best wishes to the President and let
him know that he will continue to remain in the prayers of our
family.

We have appreciated his years of service to the Country and have had
faith in his decisions and judgement in the important issues he has
had to face.

With the hope that there will be many happy years ahead for both the
President and Mrs. Eisenhower, I remain,

Yours very truly,

Mrs. Marvin S. Gibson
42 Rondo Drive
Manchester, Missouri

Enc.

fA
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Manchester, Missouri
November 17, 1960

Honorable Jimmie H. Davis
Office ofth Governor X *1*RL
State of Louisiana
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Dear Governor Datis:

I have no reason to believe that you or any State Official will take time to
read this, as I know that your time schedule is indeed full., however., I felt
compelled to write just this one time.

I am a 33 year old white, female,, combination housewife and secretary, now a
resident of the State of Missouri, which is my husband's home. I was a member
of the U.S. Woman Marine Corps,, and my husband is a Navy Veteran. We were both
privileged to have traveled in many States in all parts of the Country while in
Military Service, and also I have been a visitor to your beautiful State.

Now to the reason for this letter. I have just witnessed a television newscast
on C.B.S. News, last evening., November 16., 1960., which left me both heartsick
and angry.

To think that a handful of "trouble-makers", "rabble-rousers", "war-mongers",
or vbatever names they might be called,, could incite a crowd to such a disgust-
ing display is enough-,, but to think that the Government of any State could., or
would, encourage this sart of thing is most unbelievable, in this, our most im-
portant period in the Countrys history.

Most Americans are trying to better themselves and their Country in whatever way
they can. Scenes such as your "Anti-everything" demonstrations., such as the one
I witnessed last night., is "fuel on the fire" for our Communist "friends". Just
now, when the rest of the World is depending on the actions of the United States),
to let them see and read about, the disgracefut "show" which will naturally be
"blown up" in most of the Countries of the World, would., or should,bave the
utmost consideration in the policy of your State Goverment.

I am thankful that I am not a citizen of the State of Louisiana at this time.,
although all the States will suffer in the eyes of the World. I am joined by
neighbors and friends., in the opinion that in this age, vhen we are trying to
talk the ideals of "Freedom". !Brotherhood",, "Love Thy Neighbor"., hoping for
more Student Exchange, hoping for better understanding between the countries
of the World., to hope and pray that all countries will want these things enough
to escape the God-less Communistic ideals., that we continually hope the hate,
animosity., and false pride in the Antiquated way of "standing still" such as
expressed in your State at this time will certainly be overcome.

Bow can parents bring up their children with the right ideals, moral character.,
and hope for the future., unless we "pull out of past" some hope for the future,
"Pull out all the stops" so to speak, and give each individual the best possible
education, living standards, and the chance to apply themselves. Naturally it
is too late to begin with adults who already have formedl their character, found

thiCa flvadaehpn o oehn etrfrtercide.I
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After all, freedom is in the hearts of every race, freedom to go where they please,
do the things that will better their conditions, freedom to have equal opportunities,
and that is,after all,what this Country was built on, Just as the freedom I am taking
advantage of in writing this letter. Take away these freedoms and we will have lost
the greatness of this Country.

Last night I compared the faces of some high school students in our town with the
faces of the teen-agers in the newscast, and they were indeed different from the
shouting, jeering, and hate filled faces of the teen-agers in the demonstration I
witnessed.

The only way I can think of to close this letter is just one line from my Methodist
Training which sticks in my mind when observing demonstrations of this type, and that
is the words of Jesus when he looked beneath him and saw the angry, hate filled faces
of an unbelieving crowd: "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do."

May God hear the prayers of the people of this Country, whether the people be white,
black, yellow, with slanted eyes, or straight, to give us Peace and Freedom, continued
progress in our States, our Country, and the World,

Thank you sir, if you or your office staff have taken your valuable time to read this/
I sincerely hope that you will lead the people of your State to realize the importance
of deciding the "right" way and not just selfish ways, leading your people to make
an important decision which may be against what they have been brought up to believe,
but the "right" way for human dignity, as our National Leaders are continually striving
to do.

I am forwarding a copy of this to President Eisenhower's office, only for the purpose
of expressing that there are many people who care what happens to this Country, who
have confidence in the Leadership, and who still believe that we can still be the
United States.

Yours very truly,

Mrs. Marvin S. Gibson
42 Rondo Drive
Manchester, Missouri

cc: Office of the President,
Washington, D.C.



December 19,'960. ,

Dear Professor and Mrs. Wolf:

The President has asked me to reply to your telegram of
November thirtieth in which you urge him "to make a public
statement giving unqualified support to the desegregation
decision and to encourge citizens in the North as well as the
South to support the Supreme Court decision in both letter
and-spirit of the law.----

It is the President's belief that it is inappropriate for the
Chief Executive to express his personal views on a specific
decision of the Supreme Court. The President has, how-
ever, constantly and consistently urged obedience to the
decree of the Court. The President's statement on Septem-
ber 24, 1957, at the time of the school disturbances in
Little Rock, set forth his views in this regard:

The action of the Supreme Court has
conclusively settled the principle that
public school desegregation is, under
existing constitutional provisions, the law
of the land. Final orders of the Federal
courts carrying out this principle must
be observed.

It is the duty of the state authorities
to give full aid to the enforcement of a
desegregation public school plan once it
is finally ordered by the Court. This
obligation is not open to any doubt. It is
also a required responsibility of good
citizenship that every person in the com-
munity respect the law and its processes.



Such observance of law is fundamental
to our existence as a nation of free people
under constitutional government.

In the original School Desegregation Cases the Solicitor
General, at the direction of the President, prepared a
brief as friend of the court and argued for the petitioners
before the Supreme Court. The dedication of the President
and of the Executive Branch of the Government to the on-
forcement of desegregation decrees is further evidenced
by the participation of the United States in a number of other
school desegregation cases, including Aaron v. C ooperand
Bush v. Orleans Parish, and the recommendation and support
of legislation to facilitate school desegregation.

The President asked me to thank you for writing.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

Henry Roemer McPhee
Associate Special Counsel
to the President

Professor and Mrs. Frank \, olf
Lunenburg, Massachusetts



ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GEEA

department of noticee

DEC 15 1960

Mr. Henry Roemer McPhee
Associate Special Counsel

to the President
The White House
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear M

Attached, per your request, is a draft

reply to Professor and Mrs. Frank Wolf of Lunenburg,

Massachusetts.

Sincerely,

HAROLD R. TYLER, JR.
Assistant Attorney General

Civil Rights Division

Attachment



Dear Professor and Mrs. Wolf:

The President has Z oIn*-your telegram of

November 30, 1960, agwdn-h- 4School Dsre-

cga-uni~rwQere-. in which you urge him "to make a public

statement giving unqualified support to the desegregation

decision and to encourage citizens in the North as

well as the South to support the Supreme Court decision

in both letter and spirit of the law."t

It b** hae n the Presidentts belief that it

is inappropriate for the Chief Executive AM (w@

J~fr 14q to express his personal views on a specific

decision of the Supreme Court. Y*e* keenM-4 4&

-the4qhe President Iha~sconstantly and consistently urged

obedience to the decree of the Court. The Ctement) ibr v i f P d

Sepemer24 197,atth tme f hescoolditubace

in Lttl Roc, st foth iewsob-hw=@esiv5I

in tis rgard

Derawoes o and lad. Final oreso h

Novemer Fe0era60 cortsarryingh 1954 Sthis principe-

stateentmivsn unqualifedspott h eergto
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It is the duty of the state authorities
to give full aid to the enforcement of a
desegregation public school plan once it is
finally ordered by the Court. This obligation
is not open to any doubt. It is also a
required responsibility of good citizenship
that every person in the community respect
the law and its processes. Such observance
of law is fundamental to our existence as a
nation of free people under constitutional
government.

In the original School Desegregation Cases

the Solicitor General, at the direction of the President,

prepared a brief as friend of the court and argued

for the petitioners before the Supreme Court. The

dedication of the President and of the Executive

Branch of the Government to the enforcement of

desegregation decrees is further evidenced by the

participation of the United States in a number of

other school desegregation cases, including Aaron v.

Cooper and Bush v. Orleans Parish, and the recommendation

and support of legislation to facilitate school desegre-

gation



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Decei*iefr 9, 1960-

Ij

MEMORANDUM FOR\ W

The Honorable William -Rogers
The Attorney General
Washington, D. C.

Attached is telegram addressed to
the President regarding desegregation.
Would you please have someone furnish
me with a suggested reply by Decem-
ber fifteenth? -- - -"---- me

Henfy oee McPhee
Associate Special Counsel
to the Pr resident

Gio& .Ut Sot



1960 NOV 30 PM 10 50

GWAO22 NL PD

LUNENBURG MASS NOV 30

THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR PRESIDENT EISENHOWER IN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS YOU WILL LEAVE

YOUR GREAT OFFICE AFTER 8 YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE. DURING

THESE 9 YEARS THE SUPREME COURT UNDER THE CHIEF JUSTICE YOU

APPOINTED RENDERED ITS MOMENTOUS 1954 DESEGREGATION DECISION.

HOWEVER YOU HAVE NEVER TAKEN A FIRM POSITIVE STAND IN PUBLICLY

SUPPORTING THIS DECISION. BEFORE YOU LEAVE OFFICE WE URGE YOU



TO MAKE A PUBLIC STATEMENT GIVING UNQUALIFIED SUPPORT TO THE

DESEGREGATION DECISION AND TO ENCOURAGE CITIZENS IN THE NORTH

AS WELL AS THE SOUTH TO SUPPORT THE SUPREME COURT DECISION

IN BOTH LETTER AND SPIRIT OF THE LAW. FOR THE OVERT DEMONSTRATIONS

IN THE SOUTH AND COVERT PRACTICES IN THE NORTH CANNOT BE IN

THE BEST INTEREST OF DEMOCRACY

PROFESSOR AND MRS FRANK WOLF.
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THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

WL;AED

September 17, 1958

Dear Mr. Bennet:

In response to your letter of September
thirteenth, enclosed is a copy of your
letter to me of October 17, 1957, which
may be the one to which you refer that
you would like returned to you.

Sincerely,

Mr. William S. Bennet
10 Rich Avenue
Mount Vernon, New York

f I
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Copy of this letter sent to Mr. Bennet
9/17/58 at his request. See 9/17/58 Itr to
him.

1rs



WILLIAM S. BENNET
10 RICH AVENUE

MOUNT VERNON, N.Y ')

"I- 41t '1 4~-e- (
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