





UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

Mugust 15, 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR: Honorable Iee C. White
Assistant Special Counsel to the President
The White House

FROM: Willlam L, Taylor L
Assistant Staff Director
Iiaison and Informstion

Attached is a proposal for Federal action in the Albany,
Georgls situation. It is a product of conversations I have
had with Berl Bernhard and Harold Fleming. All of us agree
that some action of this sort is highly desirable. Bill
Welsh has been in touch with me and apparently he and others
on the Hill are thinking along the same lines.




Draft Memorandum on Albany, Ga.

This is to railse for consideration the proposal that
the President name a personal representative to encourage
negotiation of interracial differences in Albany, Ga. The
proposal, in brief, is that President eppoint either a
high-ranking officer of the Administration or a distinguished
private citizen to seek to create in Albany the conditions
for constructive discussion between Negro and white leaders.

A peculiarly sppropriate officlal sappointee would be
the Vice President, because of his knowledge of the South,
his strong commitment to interracial progress, and his past
interest 1n a federal conciliation service in the race
relations field. If this is deemed impracticable, &n
eminently suitaeble private citizen would be ILucius Clay,
& native Georgian who has won wide esteem for his service
on other special Presidentisl assignments and who has an
interest in improving race relatlons in Georgia. In either
case, the President's representative would need staff support
in carrying out his assignment; this could easily be menaged
by detailing appropriete personnel from the departments or
agencies. The operation should be carefully defined as
non-partisan and non-crusading in nature. It should implement
the President's statement that good faith discussions are
desirable. The goal is to meke such discussions possible.

The arguments for such a move at this time may be summed

up as follows:
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(1) The situation in Albany is dangerously and spperently
hopelessly stalemated. Desegregation through court order
holds the only promise of ultimate solution to the impasse.
Litigetion is in process. It will be meny months, however,
vefore a final court order can be expected. Meanwhile,
continuing demonstrations, arrests, and accompanying
tensions make for an explosive situation.

(2) The present state of affalrs lends itself to
political exploitation by critics of the Administration.

The Department of Justice is using its legal powers diligently
end well. The Attorney General and Assistant Attorney Ceneral
RBurke Marshall have also worked persistently and quietly

to influence Albany leadership positively. These activities
are, necessarily, discreet and unpublicized. They do not
relieve the frustrations of the Negroes involved, or of their
sympathizers throughout the country. This is evidenced by
the dissatisfaction with the Administration in general and

the Justice Department in particular, currently heard in

Negro protest and civil rights quarters. Unfalr though

such criticism may be, it is a political fact of life that
must be reckoned with. What is needed is a meaningful public
move that symbolizes the concern of the President and the
Administration -~ an action dramatic enough to nullify

the carping of the critics and to provide tangible evidence

of support for civil rights.
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(3) It should be admitted forthrightly that the mission
here recommended may not succeed in its primary purpose.
The Albany city council is strongly resistant to good falth
negotiations with Negro leadership. The excuse used is the

1

presence of "outside agitators.” But there is no assurance
that bone fide local Negro leaders will recelve a serious
audience. What is certain is that both the Negro leadership and
the clty fathers need a face-saving device; neither is capable,
under present circumstances, of breaking the impasse that
exists. The introduction of a third force, in the person
of a Presidential representative, may possibly provide
the ingredient essential to a modified position on both
sides. Even if the representative succeeds only in
reducing tension for a few months until & court decision
is forthcoming, the effort will be fully Jjustified.

(1) The Albany situstion, though currently in the fore=
front of civil rights concern, is by no means unique. It
is bound to be duplicated in numerous deep South communities
as the struggle for desegregation and civil rights continues.
This i1s an opportunity to try out, on an ad hoc basis, a
technique that may be susceptible to systematic use in the

crises to come, If it can be effectively set up, it may

relieve the Administration and the country of crises that
' can be headed off. While no one can guarantee successful

results, the certainty of continuing tension and probsble

t ; conflict in the deep South, as well as the urgency of the
|
|




Albany situstion itself, would seem to warrant s trial effort

of the sort proposed.




UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION
WASHINGTON,D C .

CHAIRMAN A

May 18, 1962

Honorable Lee C. White

Assistant Special Counsel to the President

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Lee:

If you will put your civil rights hat on, the attached report
on the cafeteria situation in Atlanta will be of interest to

you.

Sincerely yours,

~

AN@LLi
John//. Macy, Jr.
Chaigman

enclosure
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Recened, oo foioene e
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IN REPLY PLEASE REFER TO
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION

FIFTH U$S CIVIL SERVICE REGION
FEDERAL OFFICE BUILDING
275 PEACHTREE STREET, NE

ATLANTA 3, GA. FIFTH UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE REGION Dir:HBS:eac

COMPRISING ALABAMA, FLORIDA, GEORGIA, MISSISSIPPI, NORTH CAROLINA,
SOUTH CAROLINA, TENNESSEE, PUERTO RICO, AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, ATLANTA 3, GA.
’ ’ May 14, 1962

Honorable John W. Macy ‘7?‘*’””‘“?516(
Chairman } e
U. S. Civil Service Commission /
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear John:

This is a further report in reply to your letter dated March 30,
1962, concerning the Sprayberry Cafeteria in the Peachtree-
Seventh Street Building, Atlanta, and my reply to you dated
April 16, 1962,

This morning, Mr. Frank J. O'Gara, Regional Commissioner, General
Services Administration, and I called on Mayor Ivan Allen, of
Atlanta.

The purpose of our visit was twofold.

First, we presented him with a small pamphlet outlining the scope,
activities and membership of the Atlanta Federal Executive Board.
Second, we apprised him of the situation surrounding the Spray-
berry Cafeteria's policy of segregation.

I think Mayor Allen's whole philosophy can be summed up in one
statement he made. As near as I can remember it was, ''segregation
in job opportunities and in facilities surrounding job opportuni-
ties in Atlanta is dead, - the only trouble is, some people don't
recognize rigor mortis',

Prior to becoming Mayor on January 1, of this year, Mr. Allen
was President of the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce. He has been
active in affairs pertaining to the development of the City of
Atlanta and the State of Georgia for a number of years, He can
be quite easily classified as a very progressive understanding
businessman.

Mr. Allen was quite familiar with the Sprayberry situation. He
said he has approximately seven problems surrounding segregated
facilities and steps to integrate these facilities in the Atlanta

THE MERIT SYSTEM—A GOOD INVESTMENT IN GOOD GOVERNMENT
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area. As part of one of these was the situation wherein a number
of negroes were arrested and charged with trespassing at Spray-
berry Cafeteria last year. These cases have been "dead docketed"
through the efforts of Mr. Allen and other white and colored
business leaders of the Atlanta community. An agreement was
reached that these cases would be dropped if the picketing and
sit-ins were stopped. This agreement, in brief, was that the
eating facilities in our two largest department stores, our variety
stores, and chain drug stores in the downtown area would be inte-
grated following the integration of our public school system last
September.

As you are aware, the school integration went off without incident.
Within less than thirty days the eating facilities mentioned were
operating on an integrated basis. However, the Atlanta Restaurant
Association did not and has not offered its facilities on an
integrated basis.

Mr. Allen pointed out that we have made steady progress in Atlanta.
Just a few weeks ago for the first time in history the Atlanta
baseball team had negro players and their opposing teams also had
negro players. On opening night the grandstand, which normally
holds about 8,000 people, had more than 10,000 in it on a com-
pletely integrated basis, The fact that most of the fans had brown
paper sacks in their hip pocket didn't serve to ease the subdued
tensions. However, the operation went off without incident and
there should be no reason to suspect in the future that we will
have any difficulty.

Some two weeks ago, Atlanta was host to Metropolitan Opera on an
integrated basis for its audience for the first time.

Today, without any publicity, we find our movie theaters operating
on an integrated basis.

Mr. Allen stated that the question of getting the hotels to inte-
grate was a difficult one. Approximately 70% of their guests are
from the State of Georgia outside of Atlanta. They feel that
serving an integrated clientele would sharply diminish their guest
business, However, through continued pressure from various groups
working with Mr. Allen, he expects that the hotels will be inte~-
grated sometime within the next six months, possibly as early as
within the next few weeks. Their restaurants and food facilities
will be integrated at the same time.
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Mr. Allen volunteered to talk to Mr. Sprayberry and urge him to
open his facilities as we have requested. He will give us some
type of report on the results of his conversation.

We were quite happy with the warm reception and understanding
given us by the Mayor. We believe that an indication to him
that the Federal family of Atlanta stands united was not lost
on him. We offered to serve in any way we might to help him
build a better city.

We will wait the report from the Mayor before deciding on the
next step in this situation., Meanwhile, we would welcome any
suggestions you might have.

Sincerely,

/ ,
o
"/ HAMMOND B. SMITH

Chairman

7
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August 6, 1962

MEMORANDUM FOR William Taylor
Civil Rights Commission

The enclosed mmamorandum suggests an approach to
community problems presently experienced in

Albany, Georgia. I do not know whether you have
given any thought to a Commission of this character,
but it strikes me that the idea is at least worth some
consideration. If you have any thoughts or suggestions,
perhaps you can give me a call.

Lee C. White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President
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the sltuation that has developed ink:;;walbany, g8,y
indicates the heed for some new means to try to deal with civil rights .
problems of this kind in the fleld. one posslble approcach is this:

appointment of axjoint federal-state-municipal coﬁﬁission to
serve as an adviser to communities when civiljijg;éhts problems arise, or -
hopefullly, beforé they develep. 1t should be tripartite because laws of all
three jurisdictions are involved and beecause thls approach Qould avoid the
charge of federal inﬁérvention. the commission woulq ;ct only on invitation
from officials or citizens of & community. its function would be to explore
local problems, hear views of both whites and negroes and make suggested
recommendations for coping with their difficulties. 1its recommendations
w&ulﬁ not be binding; they would be advisory only, as is quite evident, the

CD, A7/ 9, ‘

plan follows the pattern ofi;%iabor\ﬁii!’tuwvrm

the commission would be established by the white house with
the president inviting such groups as the american municipal associatioa?nd
council of state igﬂggvernments or governors' conference to name repre-
sentatives and to participate in its establishment. this is highly impor-
tant for the following reasons: 1) a purely federal commission would be
entirely i;fhnacceptablo; 2) participation by responsible national organie
zatlons of state and municipal governments should help tq%educe epposition by
southern state governors and ciéE} officlals to allowing the commission te

enter thelr communities,iriewsesssemmirawiam

the commlssion should be composed of outstanding people,
including southerners and negroes. it would need a staff, but it should be
kept small, designed to act in the field, dealing with specific situations,

not making lengthy generalized studies,.

(more)
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there are many problems and difficulties involved in this
approach, one is financing. from a practical standpoint the federal govern-
ment probably would have to bear most, or all of the cost, and the russell
amendment could cause problems here., obtaining topnoteh personnel might be
another difficulty. some negroes as well as southern white cit& officlals
m ght be reluctant to deal with the commission; in this connection, the E;—~
reaction of both negroes and southern whites is being explored now,

desplte difflcultlies, the plan seems to offer some
possibilities. principally it offers what is now so frequently lacking -~

ANy PGED, At aN

an avenue of communica between negroes and local white officlials and
others. for local officlals who refuse to deal with negroes, the .commission
could save face by hearing the views ofkhe two sides siiiﬁiﬁ separately.
1t also could offer advioe,lﬁiﬁéuidance and suggested solutions based on

experience elsewhere; these are completely lacking in the field now,

particularly in smaller southern cities,

ottenad o~ 40\:71 1962



Augast 7, 1962

Dear Wyatt:

Tour letter to the President, as well as your letter
to me containing the July 17th position paper on the
flbany situation, have been received.

I will see to it that the memorandum comes to the
oroper hands,

Sincerely,

Lee €. White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President

My, Wyatt Tee walker
Atlanta
Genrgla
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WyartT TEE WALKER
Atlanta, Georgia

August 2, 1962

Dear Lee

Thought you ousht to see this and if possible,
be sure it gets called to the attention of the
Big Man.

Yours @gry truly

R %S
W tt Tee Walker

Executive Assistant to
Ur. hartin Luther King, Jr.

Mr. Lee White

Special Assistant to the President
The “White House

Washinston, D, C.
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POSITIOCN £ AP ER

ALBANY MOVEMENT
ALBANY, GECRGIA

July 17, 1962

There can be no contradiction of the fact that the
Negro citizens of Albany, Georgia, have been socially
dejected, politically exploited, and economically depressed.
These conditions have their origin in the system of racial
segregation which pervades our comnmunity.

“le are convinced that segregation is a moral evil
pitted against the noble precepts of our Christian demo-
cratic heritage. It relegates persons to the status of
things.

Segregation is contrary to the laws of the land and
the universe. 'Je be  ieve that segregation is as injurious
to the white man as it is to the Negro.

Recognizing the essential unconstitutionality and
immorality of segregation, we cannot in all good conscience
cooperate with the system. In the spirit of Christian love
and nonviolence, we pledge ourselves to the task of
eliminating totaily this unjust system. With the afore-
mentioned truths in mind, we earnestly request sincere
consideration of the following:

A. An opportunity to talk face to face with the
City Commission concerning the following issues:

i. PFair and just disposition of the cases now
pending related to the activities of the
Albany l‘ovement.

2. Establishing the right of peaceful protest
under the First Amendment. ,

B. Clarification of the city's pgsition on:

1. Compliance with ICC ruling effective November
1, 1961. ‘

2. Desegregation of city busses if and when they
return to service,

3. Return of cash bonds.

C. Zstablishment of a Bi-racial! Commission compnosed
of members mutua’iy accepntable to both parties
concerned empowered to make recommendations for
a timetable for the desegregatiion of:

Lunch counters

Library

Schools

Parks and swimming pools ‘

. Other places of »ublic accommodation |

Lo wh-







LAW OFFICES OF

ARTHUR HEYMAN Q EEEEEEEE )
HERMAN HEYMAN HEYMAN, ABRAM,YOUNG,HICKS & MALOOF
MORRIS B ABRAM 1504 HEALEY BUILDING
ROBERT G YOUNG TELEPHONE
ROBERT E HICKS ATLANTA 3, GA. JAcksoN 5-347I
MAURICE N MALOOF
JOHN H HICKS
JOSEPH LEFKOFF

fugust T, 1962

Honorable Robert Kennedy
Attomey General of the United States

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr. Kennedy:

I have been toying with an idea which I should like
to lay before you.

The Civil Rights Act of 1875, 18 Stat. 335, was ruled
upon in U. S. v. Sasmel Nichols and companion mgs known
as the Civil Rightas Cases, 109 U.8. 3, 27 L. ed. 835. ‘The
migmt provisions of the Act are contsined in Section 1
as ows:

"Sec. 1. That all persons within the Jurisdioction
of the United States shall be entitled to the
full and egual oyment of the sccommodations,
advantages, Tacilities and privileges of imns,
public conveyances on land or water, theaters

and other places of public amusement; subject
only to the conditions and limitations estab-
lished by law, and applicable alike to citizens

of every race and color, regardless of any
previcus condition of servitude,”

Manifestly, this legislation, if walid, would provide
a legal key to the resolution of many of the most trouble-
some blems in the field of civil rights today. It is
8lso that no such legislation d presently be
enacted; but 1t is egqually the case that such legisiation,
i1f presently enforceable, could not be repealed.

The majority opinion in the Civil Rights Caases declared
the szection quoted as unconstitutional as lied to the
states, being notauthoriszed by the 13th or 14th Amendments.
There was a vociferous dissent entered by Mr. Justice Harlan,
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's Citationa does not show that the Act of
1875 to have been ed. If not repealed expressly
Wﬁeﬁﬁm Rionte ot of 1075 1f the Supreme court
8
should reverse the Clvil Rights Cases,

There seemsn to be little mthmt& tkia t but
it was considered in JAWIS V. MORLET A, 24 (Mmicipal
Court of Appeals for the District of mmu)a

"There are ¢ tiwly few ceses dealing
aepmtely wi mtim before us, but
tﬁg that & law once
declared W:&m&wl later held to be
constitutional does not require re-enactment

by the legislsture in oxder to restore its
operative force., They proceed on the principle
that & statute declared unconstitutional is void

in the sense that it is inopervative or unenforce-
able, but not void in the sense that it is repealed
or asbolished; that sc long as the decision stands
the statute 1s dormant but not desd; and that if
the decision is reversed the statute is valid from
its fim ective date, See State ex rel. Badgett
v. lee, 156 Pla, 201, 22 So. 24 804; Pierce v.
Piervce, Ind, 86; mnllm v. McConeughy, 141
Iowe 1723 3333 &W. 5 lison v. Corier, 67

N. J.L. 596 L.R.
Ve C’ﬂ:v of MM; 36 W. Va. E?\B;ﬁg S.E. 35

™e Civil Rights cases did not decide whether the Civil
Rights Act of 1375 was then operstive in the territories
and the District of Columbia, holding the Act inwvalid only
as appuw to the states. Por that reason,litigstion was
?m is mmﬂ:ed in WILLIAMS V. HOT SHOPPES, INC,,
293 P. ad 835

Admittedly, it is unpredictable what a modern Supreme
gﬁuf gm’w the comstitutionality of the Civil Rights
o reasoning language . Justice
mzaas dimatmbemwhmmrmzwmmﬁeﬂm&

The gist of Harlan's dissent is contained in three
quoted herelnafter:
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"I am of the opinion that such discrimination
practised by corporations and individusls in

the exercise of their public or ~publi
functions 13 a badge of servitude the mitim

of which Congress may prevent under its power
Wu Yegislation, to enforce the '
th Amenduent; and, consequently, without

reference to its enlarged tfn Pourteenth
Amendment, the mct of Ma 1, 1875. is not, in my
Judgment, repugnant to the Constitution.

"The cit thus acquired, by that race, in

virtue of an irmative grant from the mm,

of the & protected Pput by conurepeional lesislation
OYeM 4% B » W BLA

of & prinexsy &im character; this, because the

power of is not mtmmwmmeaw

ment of tions upon State laws or State actlion,

It 18, in terms dlstinet and fonitive, to enforce

the provisions of this artic of amendment; not simply
those of a prohibitory charecter, but the provisions -
all of the provisions - affirmetive and prohibitive,

of the amendment. It is, therefore, a grave miscon-
ception to suppose that the fifth mtim of the
amendment has reference exclusively to express pro-
hibitions upon State laws or State action, If any
right was created by that amendment, tmsmntof

power, through appropriate mﬂmim, to enforce

its provisions, authorizes Congles hvy means of
legialation, e@mtmg thm%hw mm Union,
to guard, secure, and ec right. , .

» L] -

“In every material sense Wumm te the practical
enforcement of the FPourteenth Amendment, ra.um
corporations, keepers of imns, am! mm of
of public amusement aye agents or instrumentall ie&
of the States, because they ave charged with duties
to the public, and are amenable, iIn respect of their
duties and functions, to governmental regulation.
It seems to me that, within the mmzpie settled
in Ex Parte Virginia, a denial instmmentalities
of tne State, tamcxum,éeomea:mme, of

t equality of civil rights secured to him by law,
isadenm the State, within the meaning of the
Pourteenth Amendment. If it be not, then that race
is left, in respect of the as.m tw in stion,
practically at the mercy of © individuals
wielding power under the m‘hﬁs .« o"
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By the process of Judicial accretion a formidable
body of precedent has developed around the majority
opinien in the Civil Rights cases, Nowever, as an
proposition, the Heawdan dissent is not wpersussive, | -
over, a respectable historian of the periol seems to believe
that the Thirtsenth and Fourteenth Atendments were intended
to have a wider sppliostion than that received in the Civil
Rights cases. I attach some excerpts from Professor C.
Vann Woodward's essay found in "The Burden of Southern
History" which indicates that the Supreme Court of the
period, by a restricted in retation of the Thirteenth
and Fourteenth Amendments, od to apply or to carry out
the coaomittments of the Congress and the Constitutional
amenders of the period.

I do not pretend to have wesearched either the law or
the history in this field. But if the basic approach has
ﬁwmtegicm&t, there 18 enough surface support on

¢h to ground intenaive study.

Certainly, however, the cltation of such a recent case
as VWILLIAMS V., HOWARD JOHNSON RESTAURANT, 268 F. 24 345
{4cca) does not dispose of this proposal. That case,
upholding the majority decision in the Civil Rights cases,
¥as a necessary rswit from a lower Federal Court. The
question ls what would the United States Supreme Court
decide today in an attempt to apply the Civil Rights Act
in a sult supported by the Department of Justice and on
%@mmt 1y developing the history of the Civil war

8.

The value of an intensive historical research is well
$llustrated the result in ERIE V., THOMPEKINS, 304 U.S. 64,
82 L. ed. 1183, reversing a precedent of ninety-six years,
largely based upon Charles Warren's resesroh into the history
of the Federal Judicisry Act of 1789, As the Supreme Court,
spealting through Mr. Justice Brandeis, sa’d in the EKIE
case:

Y. o « 3t was the more recent research of a
competent scholayr, who examined the original
document, which established that the construc-
tion given to it by the court was exrroneous . . .
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whatever chance such an approach as I am suggesting
might have in the Supreme Court, it probably exceeds that
available in the Congress - not necessarily because of an
inability to obtain majorities but of the improbability of
bringing the i ssue to a2 vote.

With kind personal regards, I am

Yours very truly,
MORRIS B, ABRAM

MBA/fhw

BEnclosure

gc: Mr. Burke Marshall
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Excerpts from The Burden of Southern History
by C. Vann Woodward

Vintege Books Edition
Alfred A. Knopf, Inec.

Pages 76 .~ T9:

*So far as the sgbolitionist minority was concerned,
the assoclation of freedom and equality, as Jacobus
tenBroek has demonstrated, wes rooted in three decades
of organized antisiavery agitation. Antislavery congress-
men earried this assoclation of aims into the framing of
the Thirteenth Asendment. Debates over the guestion in
the Senste in the spring of 1864 and in the MHouse of
Representatives in Janusry, 1865, contain evidence that
the frasers almed st equality as well as emancipation.
Both objectives were assumed by the opponents ss well
a8 the sponsors of the smendment dudng the debate, As
one of the supporbers, Willias D. Kelley of Pennsylvanisa,
put it: *The proposed Amendment is designed...to accom-~
plish,..the abolition of slavery in the United States,
and the politiecal and social elevation ¢f NHegroes to all
the rights of white men.' His broad construction of the
amendment was echoed with varistions by numerous supporiers.
They did not include enfranchisement smong the righis of
Negroes, bub they specifically and repeatedly mentioned
gqual protection of the laws, safeguard for privileges
snd lmmunities, and guerantee sgainst deprivation of life,
liverty, and property without due process of law. The
nain ground of oppositionte the amenduent wes this very
aim of equelity. A constant complaint of opponents was
that the amendment would not only I'ree the Negroes bul
would 'make them our eguals befove the law.!?

The broad construction of the Thirteenth Amendment
to inelude equality as well as freedom was not sustained
when put to test, and the redicals themselves abandoned
the interpretation. Bui they did not abandon their alm
of equality. Instead, they increased the scope of it. Re-
sponding to provecstion of Southern sggression against Ne-
gro rights and to inducement of political gains as well,
they proceedsd to make equality as much the law of the
land as freedom., In the Civil Rights Act of 1866 they
gave sweeping profection to the rights of Negroes as
gitizens, guarantecing them YHull and equal benefit of
all laws and progeedings for security of person and
property, &8 im enjoyed by white oltizens,' regardless
of any law to the contrary. When the President vetoed
the bill, they passed it over his veto., When doubt was
cast upon lts comsiltutionality, they enacted meost of its
provisions into the Pourteenth Amendument, When the South
balked at ratification, they stipulated 1ts adoption a3 2
sondlition of readmission to the Unlon. later they extended
Pederal protection to the Negro franchise by the Pifteenth
Amsndment. They re-enacted the Civil Rights Act, lmplement.
ing protection of vobters, and followed that by amother bill
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Mf to carry out rights established by the Fourteenth

, f Anendment, To crown the achigovement they passed still

| another Civil Rights Act in 1875 which provided sweep-
ingly that *all persons within the Jurisdiction of the
United States shall be sntitled to the full and equal
enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities,
and privileges of imns, public conveyances on land or
water, theatres, @d other places of public amusement,
subjeet only to the conditions and limitetions established
by law and applicable alike fo citisens of every race

; and ?ﬁﬁi,'wsmiesa of any previous comdlition of

sery .

Thus, by every device of emphasls, repetition, re-
enactment, and reiterstion, the radical lawsalers and
constitution-amenders would seem to have nelled down all
loose ends, banished all msbiguity, and left pno doudbt
whatever asboub thelr intentlon to extend Federal protection
to Negro equality. So far as it was humanly possible to
do so by statute and constitutional amendment, America
would seem to have been firmly committed to the principle
of equalliy.

and yet we koow shat within a very short time after
these imposing comnitments were made they were broken.
Americs reneged, shrugged off the obligation, and all but
forgot about it for nearly a century. Thecommitaents to
the war aims of union and freedom were duly honored, but
not the third commitment. In view of current concoc.n over
the default and belated effort to make amends, it might
be of interest to inguire how and why 1t ever occurred.”

’ 4
Pages 76 - 79, continued:
i

Page 841 : |

“when such a lag develops betuween popular conviections
and constitutional commitmentes, and when that lapse caanot
pe conveniently rationalized by stetutory or amendatory
procedures, it becomes the embarvassing task of the Supreme
Court of the United States to aguare i 8 with practice,
to effect & retionalization. The juatices in this instance
examined the words of the Fourteenth Anendment and, by |
what Justice John M. Harlsn in a famous dissentlng epiaion !
called 'subtle and ingenicus verbal criticism,' dlscovered :
that they did not at 21l mesn what they seemed to mean, ‘
nor what thelr esuthors thought they meant. By & serdes of : :
opinicns begimning in 1873 the couwrt constricted the | !
Fourteenth Amendment by & narrovw interpretation whigh
proclaimed that privileges and fmmmmnities we call elvil
rights were not placed under federal protection atall,
in effect, they found that the commitment to equality had
never reslly been made.




August 7, 1962

Dear Wyatt:

Your letter to the President, as well as your letter
to me contzining the July 17th position paper on the
Albany situation, have been received.

I will see to it that the memorandum comes to the
proper hands.

Sincerely,

Lee C. White

Assistant Special Counsel

to the President

Mr. Wyatt Tee Walker
Atlanta
Georgia




THE WHITE HOUSE

WyarT TEE WALKER
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August 2, 1962

[ Dear Mr., President

Dr. W. G. Anderson thought it advisable that I
bring the attached memorandum to your attention.

Yourscxfry truly

|
! ,

!

i

3

; att Tee Walker

| Executive Assistant to
: Dr. Kartin Luther King, Jr.
|

The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, D. C.
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POSITIOCN AP ER

ALBANY MOVEMENT
ALBANY, GEORGIA

July 17, 1962

There can be no contradiction of the fact that the
Negro citizens of Albany, Georgia, have been socially
dejected, politically exploited, and economically depressed.
These conditions have their origin in the system of racial
segregation which pervades our community.

We are convinced that segregation is a moral evil
pitted against the noble precepts of our Christian demo-
cratic heritage. It relegates nersons to the status of
things.

Segregation is contrary to the laws of the land and
the universe. 'Je be  ieve that segregation is as injurious
to the white man as it is to the Negro.

Recognizing the essential unconstitutionality and
immorality of segregation, we cannot in all good conscience
cooperate with the system. In the spirit of Christian love
and nonviolence, we pledge ourselves to the task of
eliminating totally this unjust system. With the afore-
mentioned truths in mind, we earnestly request sincere
consideration of the following:

A. An opportunity to taik face to face with the
City Commission concerning the following issues:

1. Fair and just disposition of the cases now
pending related to the activities of the
Albany Hovement.

2. Establishing the right of peaceful protest
under the First Amendment.

B. Clarification of the city's pg@sition on:

1. Compliance with ICC ruling effective November
1, 1961. 7

2. Desegregation of city busses if and when they
return to service.

3. Return of cash bonds.

C. ZEstablishment of a Bi-racial! Commission composed
of members mutually acceptable to both parties
concerned empowered to make recommendations for
a timetable for the desegregatiion of:

i. Lunch counters

Library

Schools

. Parks and swimming pooils

Other places of public accommodation

hbHWh
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINGTON 25,D. C.

June 27, 1963
BY COURIER SERVICE

Honorable Lee C. White

Assistant Special Counsel
to the President

The White House

Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr. White:

With regard to your telephone inquiry on
June 26, 1963, concerning Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee members at the Shiloh Baptist Church, Albany,
Georgia, the following is submitted for your information,

Miss Joyce Barrett has been interviewed at the
Shiloh Baptist Church, Albany, Georgia, where she said she
has been voluntarily residing for the past five days with
four other members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, Miss Barrett related that 21 other staff
members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
have been arrested by the Albany Police Department on what
she described as nebulous charges. She stated that seven
of them have been arrested as a result of an antisegregation
demonstration; three have been arrested for handing out
leaflets; eight have been arrested on vagrancy charges;
two were arrested for destroying public property and one
was arrested for inciting a riot.

Miss Barrett alleged that the police constantly
maintain a surveillance of the church and expressed the
opinion that the police will arrest Student Nonviolent




Honorable Lee C. White

Coordinating Committee members who leave the church,
However, she noted that Charles Sherrod, Field Secretary
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, is not
living in the church and has not been arrested,

The number of Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee members staying at the church has varied from
five to eight, according to Miss Barrett, and they have
left and re-entered the church according to their desires
without being arrested. Telephone service has not been
interrupted at the church and she stated that there have
been no large crowds at the church other than crowds which
have attended mass meetings that have been held there.

Miss Barrett received a telephone call from
Congressman at Large Neil Staebler of Michigan in the early
morning hours of June 26, 1963, The Congressman inquired
as to the welfare of Miss Martha Prescod, who is residing
at the Shiloh Baptist Church. The Congressman stated that
he had received a call from an unidentified person in
Indianapolis telling him that the students were surrounded
by an angry mob at the church and had no telephonic communi-
cation, He furnished Miss Barrett the telephone number of the
White House which he instructed her to call in the event
of any disturbance at the church. Miss Barrett stated
that she believed the call from Indianapolis mentioned by
the Congressman was a crank call as no one at the church
had reported any disturbance.

Miss Barrett complained that Miss Joan Christian
had allegedly been beaten by the Albany Police. She also
complained of numerous arrests of demonstrators in Albany
and alleged that the police harass the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee members by driving around the church,.
Miss Barrett complained that she and another girl were
arrested by the Albany Police and were searched by a female
employee of the police department in an area which could
be viewed by male prisoners, In addition, she complained
that harassing telephone calls are received at the church and
that white persons often drive around the church, She
further complained that the results of FBI investigations
are not furnished to her,




Honorable Lee C. White

It is noted that Miss Barrett previously
complained on June 24, 1963, that Miss Christian and others
were mistreated by the police when arrested on June 21,
1963. Details of this information have previously been
furnished to the Civil Rights Division of the Department
of Justice and preliminary investigations are being conducted.

Mrs, Alice R. Prescod called the Detroit Office
of the FBI on June 26, 1963, to advise that her daughter,
Martha Susan Prescod, a student at the University of Michigan,
went to Albany, Georgia, with eight other students from
various states to assist in the voter-registration drive.
She alleged that one of the students had been arrested on
June 22, 1963, and that other students had been held
prisoners at the Shiloh Baptist Church since that time by
an angry mob.

Miss Martha Susan Prescod was interviewed at the
Shiloh Baptist Church on June 26, 1963, and stated that
her parents objected to her participation in Student
Nonviolent Coordinating Committee activities and that her
mother has a tendency to become highly emotional. ©She
said that her mother and Congressman Staebler had both
called Mrs. C. B. King in Albany, Georgia, and that Mrs,
King had reassured them of Martha Prescod's well-being.
Miss Prescod left the church on June 26, 1963, to go to a
beauty parlor and she advised that she has also left on
other occasions. She expressed the opinion that the police
may arrest her if she participates in demonstrations,
voter-registration activity or other antisegregation
activity.

Mr. C. B. King was out of the city and not
available for interview but he was previously interviewed
in connection with this same situation on June 22, 1963,
at which time he alleged that Miss Christian and others have
been mistreated by the police. Details of the interview
with Mr. King have been previously furnished to the Civil
Rights Division of the Department of Justice, and as noted
above, preliminary investigations are being conducted
concerning alleged mistreatment of Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee members by the police.

-3 -
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Honorable Lee C. White

Chief of Police Laurie Pritchett, Albany, Georgia,
advised on June 26, 1963, that five or six young Negro
and white persons are living at the Shiloh Baptist Church.
He said that he has discussed this with Reverend Samuel
Wells, a leader of the Albany Movement, and he told
Reverend Mr., Wells to advise the young people to come out
of the church as no one, particularly the police department,
would bother them.

Reverend Mr. Wells told Chief Pritchett that the
young people were staying in the church of their own free
will and that they would like to receive publicity similar
to that obtained by several Negroes who were recently
arrested by police in a church at Danville, Virginia.

Chief Pritchett said that Reverend Mr. Wells repeated that
those in the church had exiled themselves there for the
purpose of obtaining publicity and that they are well

aware of the fact that they will not be arrested or otherwise

bothered if they leave the church.

According to Chief Pritchett, whenever a meeting
is held at the church, police are on hand for the sole purpose

of maintaining order.

With regard to the arrests mentioned by Miss
Barrett, Chief Pritchett said that she apparently had
reference to arrests which occurred on about June 21, 1963,
when the police department received complaints that a number
of individuals were knocking on the doors of Negroes'
houses for the apparent purpose of attempting to induce
Negroes to join the Albany Movement. Since the identities
of many of these individuals were not known to the police,
the police located a number of them in various locations
of the city. They were usually in groups of two to four
persons and they refused to identify themselves to the police
or to state their purpose in knocking on the doors of
Albany citizens. They were informed that unless they
identified themselves it would be necessary to arrest
them for vagrancy and they thereupon fell to the ground
and were arrested for vagrancy. Approximately 20 such
arrests were made., Chief Pritchett said he had no intention
of arresting the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
members remaining at the church because they have ceased
their activity of knocking on doors.

¥I*-—~————-~ e
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Honorable Lee C. White

This information has also been furnished to the
Attorney General. No further action will be taken unless
specifically requested by the Department of Justice except
that we will promptly complete the preliminary investiga-
tions which are being conducted concerning the alleged
mistreatment of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
workers by the police and the results will be furnished to
the Civil Rights Division of the Department of Justice,

3incerely yours,




September i3, 1962

Dear Mr. Frisch:

This iz in reply to your letter to the President of last month
concerning the visit of approximately 100 ministers to
the White House to discuss the situation in Albany, Georgia.

I was among those who met with the ministers and I believe
tt wase their reaction, as indicated in statements made
following our meeting, that they were warmly and sympa-
thetically received,

it may interest you to know that those who met with the
ministers included the Assistant Attorney General for
Civil Rights, the Staff Director of the Civil Rights Com-
mission and myself, the member of the White House staff
who works with the President on civil rights matters.

Sincerely,

Lee C, White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President

Mr. Baul Frisch
101 West 31st Street
New York 1, New York

|
i
|
i
|
|




A4 5« i § ‘:: :;f ey
- h A\' £
;"* e &
oy > 5 )
- R A & L) $
LT s o s by
o b
¥ w e 33' St @
L ¢k &
a0 N, @
By i
i N Ay -3 A% o
X h
. A
DA<
y «
. )
.

SAUL FRISCH AuGcusT 8, 1962
I 101 WesT 31s1.87,
NEw Yomrk 1, N.Y,

%

PRESICENT OF THE U,S.A,
3 WasHiNGcTON, D.C,.

e

e

HonNORABLE SR,

| HAVE NOTICED THAT YOU DELIVERED A SPEECH
To THE NATJONAL Music CAaMP, | ALSO NOTED THAT YOU HAVE
{iINOT FOUND THE TIME TO MEET WITH A GROUP OF 100 MINISTERS
hwno WANTED TO CISCUSS THE ALBANY SITUATION WITH YOU,

| AM VERY MUCH SURPRISED OF YOUR ATTITUDE
IN THIS MATTER,

! HAVE ALWAYS HAD THE GREATEST ADMIRATION
FOR YOU AND THEREFORE | WANT TO EXPRESS MY FEELING 1IN
THIS MATTER TO YOU,

RESPECTFULLY YOURS

rd
}2AL((7;;7AX
‘

S. FRriscH
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NEW YORI\ TUESDAY AUGUST 7, 1962.

Natlon Loves Mus1c, Kennedy Tells Youth Concert on Whlte House Lawn
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United Press Xnternational Telephoto

Dancers from National Music Camp at Interlochen, Mich., in a ballet yesterday on the south lawn of the White House

By MARJORIE HUNTER
Special to The New Yoik Times

WASHINGTON, Aug. 6—
President Kennedy told an
audience of young concert-
goers today that symphony
music had a great hold on the
affections of the nation The

President delivered his little
lesson m music apprecration
shortly before the start of a
concert given on the south
lawn of the White House by
the 1#3-piece National High
School Symphony Orchestra
of the National Music Camp

(4
of Interlochen, Mich Mr, Ken-
nedy mussed the concer{ be-
cause he had work to do n
his oftice near by. But he left
lus office door open and heard
snatches of the music. Once
or twice he popped his head
out of the door to look at the

i
l
|
|

i colorful scene The orchestra

performed 1n front of a new
musical shell, facing a sea of
youngsters. There was a can-
dy-striped refreshment tent
from which White House

Continued on Page 18, Column 4




January 26, 1963

MEMOGRANDUM FOR

John Macy
Lhairrazn
il me Giwil Service Comunission

i have received a mamorandum fypm Adanta indicadag that no progress
has been made in the attemnpt o desegregaie a cafeteria located in the
Peachtree~Seventh Building. ‘This appsars to be the one real sere spot

in cur ctherwise successful offort to establish & policy of neadiscrimination
in restaurant facilities located in Federally leased buildings., I would
appreciate your advice on whether any action can properly and profitably

be waken ia this matter. If you think that a personal visit from the
Yushington agencies concerned weould do some good, 1 am ceriain it

could be arrvanged.

L&ﬁ c’ ﬁhﬁ?ﬂ
Aseigiant Hpecial Counsel
to the President

ec: Jack Conway
Beraard Boutin
willlam Taylor




HOUSING AND HOME FINANCE AGENCY

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR ° WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
Federal Housing Administration
Public Housing Administrahon
Fed 1 Nati 1 Mortgage A
Commumty Facilihes Administration
Urban Renewal Administrahon De ce mbe r 7 ’ 1 9 6 2

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr., Lee White
The White House
Washington 25, D. C,

From the attached confidential memorandum which I
received from one of our Negro staff members in Atlanta,
Georgia it is clear that the cafeteria problem at our
office there is still unsolved.

May I suggest that you again call this matter to GSA's
attention. It may be necessary for the two of us to
go down there personally and integrate that cafeteria.

T. Conway
y Administrator

Attachment




PERSCOIAL AND CONFIDENTIAL NOTE TO JACK CONJAY November 9, 1962

A four-man investipating team for the President's Committee on Equal Employ=-
ment Opportunity, visited Atlanta this week., The spokesman for the group
appeared to be “Jard McCreedy, who asked that I brief you confidentially on
our conference, varticularly on the problem encountered by the Negro employees
in the Freachtree-Seventh Building who are not permitted to eat in the cafe-
teria building (Sprayberry's) on the street floor of the building.

Numerous complaints have been filed in the past by me with A. R, Hanson,
Regional Director, PHA (my superior); and by Megro and white personnel to
the former HHFA Administrator and to other Regional Directors in the build=-
ing, to no avail, After my last contact with Mr. Hanson, he took the matter
up with I'rank J. 0'Gara, Repional \dministrator, GSA, whose staff was at
that time housed in this building. Mr. 0'Gara conferred with Sprayberry and
was informed that Sprayberry would not 1ift the ban as he feared a possible
loss in business. This, of course, as you well know, is an old dodge.
furthermore, in the last two years, restaurants in all of the stores and
several private ones on Peachtree Street welcome legro patronasc and there
has been no locs of business.

The technicality on vhich this discrimination arainst Megroeg is based is
the fact that the federal,government does not own this bulldln{, but lease
all floors from the second through the elwhth. The contention is that the
federal povernment has no control over the cafeteria which is on the first
floor‘

There are aoproximately 2,000 federal employees in this building and on an
attached sheet, T am including the federal agencies in the building. OF
these 2,000 employeeg, HIIFA and the constituent agencies have a total of
acproximately LOO emplovees on the sixth and seventh floors of which 191 i
are in the Atlan'a Regional Office of PHA. There are approximately 20 Negro
employees in the building with more coming in gradually. The number of
egro employees, in my oninion, is immaterial for I feel that the federal
government has a responsibility in line with the stated policy on such
matters by this administration to insure equitable treatment and services

to all employees in anv building in which they are housed.

About ten days ago, T raised this question again with Ed Baxter for he and

the new Rerional ‘“dministrator had not been officially avprised or taken any

action in the matter. He promised that he would move on it and discuss it

with me arain soone. I am awaiting his report., However, this note is wrltten,

as 4 stated, at the request of Ward McCreedy who placed a call T bellevn,

to Washlngton last nlghﬁ"aurlnr our conferénce in his hotel réom. He will
~“be in touch with you, I am sure, upon his return to Washington.

For your further information, within one block of this building (Peachtree and
Sixth Street) the Peachtree Manor Hotel has accepted Nerro guests in the dining




o ¢ gl stease

Jack Corway 2

room and throughout the hotel for the past six months. Ffurther, within
four blocks of this building, franklin Simon Depertmert Store welcomes
Negro patrons in the store dining room.

This situation is deblorable and a reflection on the admninistration as well

~~3s the agencies in the bulldln; anparently condoning the discriminatione

Iocal students conducted sit-ins here at this building and the Peachtree-Baker
Building in May, 1960, The Peachtree-Baker Building is federally owred, and at
the time of the sit~in operated a cafeteria which was then closed and has re-
mained so. Before other attempts may be made to force this issue by local
groups, to the embarrassment of the administration, I would strongly suggest

that_positive efforts from the #ashington level through GSA on the private

“Tessee, sprayberry, be made to effect the desired resulte

Hubert M. Jackson
Intergroup Relations Officer
Atlanta Regional Office, PHA

cc: Dre Be T, McGraw
Philip G. Sadler
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GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION
ROUTING SLIP
TO | co R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 R6 R7 R8 R9 R10
NAME AND/OR SYMBOL BUILDING, ROOM, ETC
! Lee White
2
3
4,
5

] auotment symeot
{1 approvaL

[T] as requesTeD

{71 concurrence

(77 correcrion

O fune

[ fuLL reporr

ANSWER OR ACKNOWL-
EDGE ON OR BEFORE

[J HANDLE DiReCT
] immepiaTe acTioN
] Nmiats
] Necessary AcTION

["] NOTE AND RETURN

] PER OUR CONVERSATION

] PeR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION

PREPARE REPLY FOR
THE SIGNATURE OF

[] reap aND DESTROY
(] RecoMMENDATION
(7 see me

(] sicNaTURE

1 vour comment
] vour iNFORMATION

O

REMARKS

I suggest that this memo be directed
to John Macy rather than to GSA because
Macy called me about the situation recently
and is anxious to do something about it.
Sending a carbon to GSA should be sufficient
to put them on notice that their cooperation is

desired.

5 1)

FROM| co Rl R2

R3

R4

R5 R6 R7

R8 R9 R10

NAME AND/OR SYMBOL

W. L, Taylor

BUILDING, ROOM, ETC

TELEPHONE

PATH _24-63

GPO 1962 0—631039

GSA FORM 14
FEB 62
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/ AGENCIES SERVED IN THE PEACHTREE-SEVENTH BUILDING

Department of Agriculture

Department of Commerce

Federal Aviation Agency

Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service
Federal Power Commission

Department of Health, Bducation and Welfare
Housing and Home Finance Agency

FHA Zone Multi-Family Housing

Public Housing Administration

Department of the Interior

Interstate Commerce Commission
Department of the Navy

U. S. Marines Corps Reserve District
Office of Civil and Defense Mobiligation
Selective Service System

U, S. Atomic Energy Commission

Office Special Investigations, USAF

National Labor Relations Board
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MEMORANDUM TO: John Macy

Chairman

U, S, Civil Service Commission
FROM: Lee C. White
SUBJECT: Cafeterias in Federal Buildings

I have received a memorandum from Atlanta indicating that no
progress has been made in the attempt to desegregate a cafeteria
located in the Peachtree-Seventh Building. This appears to be
the one real sore spot in our otherwise successful effort to
establish a policy of nondiscrimination in restaurant facilities
located in Federally leased buildings. I would appreciate your
veli  Prorpiaiy e

advice on whether any soeee cannprofitébly be taken in this matter.

If you think that a personal visit from the Washington agencies
I éﬁk@tﬁ%w.ﬁg b 5

. o )
concerned would do some good, pPlcISEEGPIRRgeidt ., e Ry,

cc: Jack Conway
Bernard Boutin
William L., Taylor




THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
ROUTE SLIP

(To Remain With Correspondence)

PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED
Civil Rights Gommission THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST

BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL.

TO Mr. William Taylor

Date _Jan. 22, 1963

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL

AC TION: Comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action

For appropriate handling

See below Sese—

Would you please suggest a memo to GSA?

Remarks: Memo from Jack Conway, Deputy Administrator of Housing

and Home Finance Agency re cafeteria integration problem in Atlanta, Ga.
and problems contained in note from Mr. Hubert Jackson, Intergroup
Relations Officer, Atlanta Regional Office, PHA. 12/7/62

GFPO 16—76992-1

By direction of the President:

Lee C. White

Assistant Special Counsel to the
President

|
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

NOTE TO KENNEDY FILES

This is the letter President Kennedy
from Mr, William Moore, the
Baltimore, Md. postman, who started
on a walk to Alabama and was killed
enroute.

The letter was never answered and did
not reach the President's personal

attention until after Mr. Moore's death.

I would assume, however, it should be
retained in President Kennedy's perm-
anent files.

Lee C. White
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' Baltimore 18, Maryland
March 22, 1963
President John F. Kennedy
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

I have just finished walking from Baltimore, Maryland to the White
House. I am a mailman, and this is the farthest I have ever walked
to deliver a letter. Recently I walked from Baltimore to the State
Capitol at Annapolis with an appeal for more effective Civil Rights

legislation.

It is not so much that I need the exercise as that I must do what I
can toward achieving human brotherhood. Walking and letter delivering
are my so-calied "professional skills," as legislation and administra-
tion are yours - and we must do the best we can with the abilities

that we have.

Two of my great-grandfathers from Mississippi fought for the South in
the Civil War. I was raised for seven years in that state: relatives
of mine live there and in Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, Arkan-
sas, and Texas. The South is like my second home. I used to think as
3 they now think. But I have had the advantage of living most of my life
in states with greater racial tolerance; I am now employed in your
totally integrated Post Office Department. I can see the harm to the
white man as well as to the Negro, where racial prejudice and denial
of civil rights is the custom.

S0 within the next month or two, I will start walking from the White

House here, destined for Mississippi, with these signs on my back say-
ing END SEGREGATION IN AMERICA and EQUAL RIGHTS FOR ALL MEN. If I may
deliver any letters from you to those on my line of travel, I would be

most happy to do so.

At this moment I have neither sufficient accumulated vacation time nor
adequate funds to complete this proposed thousand mile journey. It is

my hope that if I get started and walk for a week or two, that somehow
the means to finish my walk will be made available. I don't believe that
any similar walk has ever been undertaken before, and I have the legs

to do the job. )
Sincerelg,
w il L

William L. e
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Auguet 29, 1962

Dear Mr. Walker:

Thanks for sending along the copy of
the Albany Manifesto.

There is still no further word on the
matter we discussed by telephone,
but I will be in touch with you im-
mediately upbn my return.

Sincerely,

l.ee C. White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President

Mr. Wyatt Tee Walker
Southern Christian
Leadersghip Conference
41 Exchange Place, S. E.
Atlanta 3, Georgia




+1 Exchange PL, S.E.
Atlanta 3, Ga.

Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Telephone 524-1378

Martin Luther King Jr., President Wyatt Tee Walker, Executive Director

August 24, 1962

Mr. Lee White
White House

Washington, D. C.
Dear Mr, White:

Enclosed are copies of the Albany Manifesto we discus-

sed over the phone Thursday, August 23rd.

Sincerely,
nﬁu%ﬂ/é
Wy~tt Tee Walker

WTW/dg

Enclosures *
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ALBANY MANTIFESTO

The Albany Movement totally rejects the response of the city of Albany
toward its requests as transmitted through Chief of Police Laurie .

Pritchett. We have discovered over the last six months that 1t 1s the ‘ I

intentlon of the city fathers to maintain the system of segregation
throughout the community regardless of the constitutional rights and . I |

Just demands of the Negro community. i

We have learned through bitter experilences that Chief Pritchett has

not the power to keep or make the declsions for which he is purporit-

edly respoxsible. We submit a long history of doubletalk, unkept :». : o
promises, subtle intimidation and lack of integrity as it relates to } P -

the Just resolution of our grievances against the system of segrega-

tion as it exlsts in our city. : g
WHEREAS we insist 1t 1s our right under the Constitution and the Bill
of Rights o peacefully protest our grievances, and whereag no Negro
can exercise that right without provoking arrest and conviction, be ;
1t therefo xre resolved that we shall never bargain away our Pirst
Amendment privilege to so peacefully protest; and

WHEREAS there remain more than 700 cases presently pending on the

docket of the Recorder's Court since December of last year which have =

not yet been ad judlicated, we demand under the Sixth Amendment as : ‘
interpreted thru the Fourteenth Amendment be granted a falr and ; 2

speedy tri=l at once or be summarily discharged from proseculicn:
b g

THEREAS there continues only intermittent compliance with the ICC
ruling which became effective as of November 1, 1961 at the city

bus termin=l, we do further resolve that we petition the Attorney
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General of the United States to initiate immediately a suit pursuant

to Federal Court injunctive order to restrain public officials or

private interests from interference with the use of all such facili=-
ties; and |
WHEREAS desegregation is the order of the day and with the support of
the Constitution, the Supreme Court of the U. 3., the climate of
world opinion, the moral order and the laws of God, we resolve to
address all of our energies to the removal of every vestige of
segregation from our midst; and

WHEREAS Christian nonviolence has demonstrated lts power in applica-

tion, technigque, and discipline, we resolve that the lnstruments

with which we work shall be those alone that are consistent with
nonviolent principles; and

WHEREAS the inspiration and supporti afforded to the Albany Movement
by Dr. Martin Iuther King, Jr., Dr. Ralph D. Abernathy, the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People and other individuals and organizations similarly dedicated,
we do resolve to make a career, publicly and privately, that they R

are here by invitation and we heartily welcome thelr presence; and

WHEREAS in some quarters of the community, state and natlon there are
spurious reports of a truce, we do resolve that all may know there 1is ,i‘
no truce and we band ourselves together to do whatever must be done %o "
deliver the death~knell once and for all to the system of segregation

in the city of Albany, Georgila with earnest hope that the example we

sebt here shall spread across the South.
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