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THE -54th MASSACHUSETTS,

Tax little state, of Massachusotts has. the ropu-
{ation of havmg a high opinion of her own ser-
vices and merits,. and of not being backward in
loumg them bo known. - We are not sure thatshe
is very differont from tho rest of us in this partw-
ular. The Amenom people are not of thoso thg&
love-to hide. their light under a bushel. And,
indeed, as Falstaff says, “Ia this a world to hide
“virtues in?” Wae will not disoues the auesuon
whotlior or not she thinks more highly.of herself
than_shoe o ught to think, Only we must allow
that sho ia the beat hated atate in the Union by all
Rebels and Copperhoads, and that she has done
some things that justify her in the complaoency
she must feel in view of 80 honorable a distinotion.
She was the Tirst state that was roady with men
arimed and equipped at the breaking out of the’
rebellion; ‘and was thus the means of saving
Washingtlon from seizure at the outset, and thus
disconcerted the plavs of the rebel leaders, and
hindered their being masters of the situation. And
it was tho blood of her sons that baptized anow
the Nineteenth of April, 1861, at Baltimore, a3 one
of the Red-Letter days in ths Kalendar of
Froedom, as it dld oighty-six years bofore at
Lexington.

What she did last Mondny wook the 18th in-
stant, was porhaps not more ouloulnted, to oonoili-
ate tho affection of our misguided brethron of the
South and their Northern parasites, than anything
in her former behavior. On that day her Govor-
nor, attonded by a brilliant staff, and in the pres-
ence of a vast assemblago, prosented a superb
stand of colors to the regiment whish wo have
mado the subject of this article. This was noth-
ing now .in itself, ag fifty-three regiments had
already recoived their banners beforo gaing forth
to battle. DBut it wps a novel and a significant
spectacle, making the ceremony and the day his-
forical in an emphatic mannor, from the strange
matorial of which it was made up. It was an
era in tho history of two races—the oppressed and
the oppressor—when tho long-despised and down-
trodden children of Africa were permitted, for the
first timo, to stand on the soil of a fres stats, in
cqtial companionship of arms with white soldiers.
It was not unfit that Massachusetts should have
the honor of organizing the first black regiment
raised by a state. Shoe first abolished slavery, and
has, through long offorts, placed her black citizons
in every rospect on n political equality with the
white. Evory invidious distinetion, we bolieve,
has been expunged from her statute-book, unless
it be from the Militia law. And it was expunged
from that, too, throe or four years ago, bu the
repeal was vetoed by Governor Banks on: the
ground of its contradioling the imilitin law of the
United States. And sinoco then Senator Wildon
has succeeded in blotting out the word * wluto”
from that law, we will hope for ever.

It is not the less signifloant a fact from the cu--
comstance that this regiment was reocruited from
a wide extent of country, including this state and
those of the Northern states where thore is the
largost colorod population. It showa the change
that has falten place in the. public mind on the
subjeot ‘of black .soldiery, whon such wmien as
Governor Tod of Ohio authorize and oncourage
negro recruiting within their jurisdiotions. It
is not n year since the Copperhoad journals
spit venom.at the. suggestion that white men
should call in the blacks to help them put

down the rebellion. A wvory: fové onths,. we
aro confident, will have heard tﬁo ast hiss of

those reptiles, and will find the North unanimous
intheir adimiration of the working of the new policy.
When the 6th Connecticut was ordered to support
the 1st Carolina (lligginson’s,) thoy are said to have
been almost ready to mutiny against the duty, and
to have sworn they would kill more diggers than
rebels boforo they came back. When they arrived
on the ground they found the nogro regiment on-
gaged, nnd fighting so gallantly as to win their
admiration and “conquer their prejudices,” in &
way Daniol Weobstor never dreamod of, and they
marched back togotlier, after repulsing the enemy,
friends 88 well as follow-soldiers. It is within
the power of the new regimonts to fight their way
to a place in the esteon and respeot of the army
and the country, and from the testimony of ofii-
cors, not originally friendly to the oxperiment, we
are satisfled that they will not fail to win this
great battle for their race.

On the authority of the same competent wit-
nesses, we aro assured that the 54th Massa-
chuseits show a proflcienoy in drill not merely
creditablo, considering the shortress of the time
they have.been subjeeted to it, but abselutely
cxcellent in itsslf, And, though it cannot be that
in 80 large a body of mon thers should not bsa
proportion of bad subjocts, we are informed that
it is materially less than in average white regi-
ments. In ‘neatness, in docility, in respeoctful
denmeanor toward their superiors, they are unde-
niably in advance of the generality of white re-
oruits. It is highly satisfactory to have -theso
good accounts of those intoresting troops,as from:
them and the regiments yot to_ bé forined at the
North must come moat of the nonccommissionod
officers of the sable legions raising, and td be
rained, nmong the slaves. The Noirthorn moY of -
color, from their better educuhon, most of them -
knowing how to read and write, are obviously the I
sluff out of which that important portion of.the
gervioe must be drawn, and thus the ugofulnets of
theso bodies of mon will be infinitely grester than
that of their mere numerical force. : It will ndl be
long, ‘wo are convineed, before the 54th and fmh
Massachusetts will be apread through many mew .
regiments, Whilo their thintied raiks will be Ailed
up from the plantations, "But t0 ‘secure thosé
happy results.the Government has most xmpor#nt
dutigs to perform toward them.. In the fitst plice,
thoy must: bo placed under the command of [no
general officer who does not bolieve:in the e!Nl‘l'
ment and wish its success. What would be entier
then for an officer like Bngadler-(}eneral Stevet on
to put o black regiment in a posmon in. Wl °h
it would be cut up or routed, and. be jua fon
minutes t0o late in supporting it. He and his ko
everywhere would accept such a result as
clusive of the 1mpossnb1hty ‘of making soldiers put
of negroes. Then . again, the nation: will hot
desorve to have success, and as certainly on ot
have it, without seouring the lives and libeifies
of black prisonera as fully and absglutely as t3ps
of the whites, by the stornest threats and most
rigorous ¢nforcement of the les talionis.. We pre
happy to ses it ‘stated that the Pre#xdent nd
Secretary Stunton are alive to their relpon" ti-
tiea in this regatd, and will not shrink from: he
action they démand.. And we can well belitve
it} for the infamy of Armold or of Judaa mightbe
envied by them if they fail in this duy. - b
like parricide among. the Romans, suoh a erimd is
| not 1o be supposed -a ‘possibility. ./ With Proger
treatment, we havo 116 doubt thé black’ "tpo0ps.
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Tho 54t )(uuub\uem ‘(colored) leave Bosbn Thurgdey
for-Port Roya, In the ateamer Do Meloy, .

The 35th (Colored) now forming, has ab yut 300 men, andle
repldly increasing: The Governor of Ohto has made appll-
oallon to Gov. Andrew to have Obfo men appointed offosra
in4he colored regiments in propoition'to the number of men
fnrnished by that state. Advices from vamlous sectlons of
Oblo showr that reciuiting for these rexlmenh is more suc-
cossful than was anuciplteg ..
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