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DY WILLIAM LLYOD GARRIBON.

WHATEVER clso may be left undone by
the present Congress, it I8 to be hoped, by
every conslderation of justico and good
faith, that the Civil Rights bill, submitled
in the first justance by Mr. Bumncr, wiil
be seasonably passed before tho adjourn-
ment ; in which case there can bono doubt
that it wilt receivo the prompt approval
of Presldent Grant. Ita oblect is to make

the levellng down of the proud and the
leveling up of the lowly, the recognition
and followship of man as man, and the
worship of ono God and Fatlier of us all.
We must either conform to the require-
menls of such a government, or, for de-
cency’s sake, deny lta validity and subsii-
tute absolutism in its place. To do as we
would be done by i3 to bavish all unjust
Incquality, :

Let nothing be recognized as Republican
or Democratic which secks not the aboli-
tion of all unnatura) distinctions Letween
fellow-citizons, whether theso rolato to the
color of the ekin, to sox, to native or
foreign born, or_ toany olher accidental
variance, Human rights, humen Interests,
human wauts, humau aspirations, human
destinfes—how shall these be scparated
and made conflictive? Do they not fn-
clude and are they not for all?  Have we
not the same hands, orgaus, dimensions,
senses, affections, passions? Are wo not
fed with {he same food, hurt with the

| 30100 Weapons, subject to the same diseases,

Lealed by the same mcans, warmed and
cooled by the samo wintor and summer? ;
Let there bo an all-pervading epirit of
brotherhood in the Jand, and our peaco
shall Le like a river, our prosperity as the
waves of tho sca, our security as the ever-
lasting mouataios,

I am plad that the questions of amnesly
and civil rights are to be acted upon
separately. Let the latter take precedence,
by all means, I have not been able to see
any necessary conneclion between them, i
although Mr. Sumner deserved the bighest |

tho cltlzenship of our colored populati

as sccure against an odious proscription
in all respects as I3 that of overy olhcr‘
cluss; a right which is as absolute as the
possession of personal Jiberty or the oxer-
clse of the clective franchiso, and which
ouglhit to be recognized without delay. No |
doubt that, with scarcely an exception, it
will be strennously opposed by the Demo- |
cratle bers in both 1 hes; for the
party which tlcy represent has from the
beginning been “ the natural ally of the
South.” It Liotly denounced tho abolition
of slavery, even under the war power;
and, sinco the accomplishment of that
great cvent, has resisted overy for

dation for insisting tbat no action
should bo taken upon amnesty in advance
of & decision upon lis clvil rights amead- |
ment. Nor should tho one be conceded
as an equivalent to the other, The one is
a righteous claim, not to be postponcd
without porsistent fujustice ; the othier re- |
lates to an act of amuzing grace toward
the prominent conspirators and sleaders in ‘
a rebellion unparalleled for it3 moagnitud
uncqualed in its cost of blood and {reas-
ure. No penalty has been inflicted upon
them beyond denylog them official statlon
under the Slate and Natloual Govera-
ment! And this exclusion has been

the bestowal of citizenship upon the liber-
ated Londwmen, and the removal of ali
complexional disabilities,  Mydrophobia
s never been moro pronounced in any !
case, a8 pertaining to mad dogs and those
who have been bitten by them, than negro-
phobia has been, at all times and under
all circumstances, .in the case of the
pseudo Democracy of the country. This
clironic contempt for the negro race haa
Leen its ruling passion, fts hidcously dis-
tinctivo feature, " its loudest Doast, ils
strongest bond of unfop, its chief political
capital, and its historic disgrace; and,
though nearly a wholo decade has passed
sinco the issuing of the immortal Procla-
mation of Emanclpation (but for
which the rebellion would undoubtedy
Lave triwmphed), that party i3 as ready to
contest every now measure for their better
protection as though they wero atill mark.
ctable commoditics, Givo §t another
opportunity to dcepen its infamy, if ftho
80 Quspused, fur the more signal will be s
defeat In overy fresh comflict with the
nwakened justice of tho nation, Let the
Civil Rights bill, if it must be 6o, receive
tho solid Republi voto in Cong
that vote willsurely add aliko to the poli'
1calstrengin and (Lo bisloric luster of tho
party. The bill, indeed, does not aim (for
the attempt would be futile) to abolsh or
abato complexional prejudice {n the
breasts of individuals, or in domestic priv-
acy, orin the social clrcle, a3 this is not
tho province of legislation; but only to
make public hotels or taverns for the
entertainment of man and beast, public
modes for the conveyance of travclers,
places of public amusement, common
schools, ete., equally accessible to all
classes in all parta of the country. What.
cver is under governmental control, ar-
tavgement, or sanction must be made to
couform to this rule, than which nothing |
can be more just or reasonable. , '
What an explosion would follow if our
German, Irish, French, Scandinavian, or
Italian naturalized and enfranchised citi-
zens should be insultiogly denied, while
traveling, ndmission to the public fons, the !
ordinary public conveyances, tho various
places of popular recreation, and their
chifldren excluded from our public schools
or compelled to attend casto schools by
themselves, or, as an alternative, go uned-
ucated, beeause they were Germans, Irish-
men, Frenchmen, Scandinavians, or Ttal-
ians, and for no other reason! Would
they not be fired with indignation, resent
such proscription as a sligma too intolera-
ble to bo patiently endurcd even for an
hour, combias telr political strength for
tho defeat of any party disposed to con-
nive at such flagrant injuatice, and do-
maod of the government a conformity of

law aud usago to its fuadamental princi.
ples? Whether thus ostracised as a class'
or as classes, the land would be made to
rock with excitement, the Declaration of
Independence be ret d with fresh em.
phasis, and the theory of republican gov-
ernment proclaimed to bo at deadly vari-
ance with class legislation or the per-
petuily of caste in any direction. But,
though they aro foreign-born and have
come to us from distant shores, and no
matter how degraded or ignorant they
may be, to them areaccorded the same
rights, immunitics, and privileges that are
enjoyed by the wnost enlightcaed native.
born citizens; nothing beinz denled to
them that money can purchaso or their
nccessities require.

Is it not, then, unspeakably mean and
basc, on the part of any of theso in par.
ticular, to exert their personal or political
infl ¢ for tho continued proscription of
those who are “ to the manor born,” who
have never drifted to forcign strands, who
stand on their native soil, who by their
gaping wounds and bloody agonics have
won a special title to all that freedom can .
give? There is a difference of feeling |
among these foreign classes, it s lrue;‘
bat, as a whols, they aro cither indifferent
or hostile to any proposition for giviog our
colored population fair play. Of them
ol}, the Irish portion i3 by far the most
fmplacable, and at the same time the most :
gensitive to any infringoment upon their
own rights. This is only because—Dby no
fault of their own—tlcy are the most ig-
norant; aud, being 80, aro the most pliant
materials in the hands of political dema-
gogues,

But, whether white bative-born or
white paturalized citizens, it behnoves ua
slltore ber the af lic declaration :
‘“If aman eay, I love God, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth
not his brother whom he hath scen, how
can he love Qod whom he hath ‘not
scen?’ This isthe test of our religious
condition. And by what shall our patriot-
fsm and national unity be tested but by
the Golden Rule? That rule lics at the
foundation of @& people’'s government,
which 18 of all, by all, and for all, to the
uprouting of all hereditary prctensiong, to
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1 atically @ d asthe most out-
rageous injustice! They hnve not even
been disfranchised; but may vote for |
others to represent them, though thoy

themselves aro not cligiblo to office. In- |
slead of abaling so Jight o penalty, it
ought to have been.mado far heavier, and

never o bo revoked. No good can comeof
its repeal; butonly evil. The government

that can deal thus Jenfenmily with those

who have sought its life, through bLloody

insurrection, encourages {treason, rather

than strengthiens loyaity, The old slave-

holding spirit ia not to be placated by any .
such false magnanimity, It will be the

more exactiog, tho moro imperious, as it is

allowed to go " unwhipt of justice.” Qive

it the official control of tho South, aud

anew relgn of terror will be the result, I

repeat what I have sald beforo: if I were

o moember of the Beoate or Housoe,

I mnover would record my voto in.
favor of tho Awmnesty bill, not even

to sccure the passage of the Civil Rights
bvil; for I would not consent to any such

compromise, And, if I werain the presi.

dential chair, T would veto It, should it be

sent to me for my official signature, 1do

not oxpect to see this ground ‘maintained

cither by Congress or the President; but

I wish to define my own position, and 1

am happy in believing that neither Con-

gress nor tho President will congent to

amnesty unless the Civil Rights bill siall

bo first sccured by the requisite ¢oncur-

renco of both houses. AN honor to 8en-

ator Morton for his manly avowslof in-

flexible opposition to the awmncsty mecas-

ure |
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