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FEBRUARY 19, 1872.—Laid on the table and ordered to b&zinteg;
%)

2
Mr. POLAND, from the Joint Select Committee on the Ooﬁﬁti f Affairs
in the late Insurrectionary States, made the follo

Ry

REPORT: =

The joint select commitiee uppointed ‘‘to inquire into the condition of affairs
in the late imsurrectionary States, 8o far as regards the execution of the
laws, and the safety of the lives and property of the citizens of the United
States,” submit the following report :

A select committee of the Senate, upon the 10th of March, 1871, inade
a report of the result of their investigation into the security of person
and property in the State of North Oarolina as, affected by crimes and
outrages of a political character, stating that, while engaged in prose-
cuting that inquiry, many complaints were made of insecurity in other
States, and leaving to the Senate to determine whether the public inter-
ests required the further pursuit of the investigation.

On the 23d of March, 1871, the President of the United States sent
to Congress a message, in which he said : .

A condition of affairs now exists in some of the States of the Union rendering life
and property insecure, and the carrying of the mails and the collection of the revenue
dangerous, The proof‘ that such a condition of affairs exists in some localities is now
before the Senate. - That the power to correct these evils is beyond the control of State
authorities, I do not doubt., That the power of the Execntive of the United States.
a{:ting within the limits of existing laws, is sufficient for present emergencies, is no
clear, : : T
He recommended legislation to secure life, liberty, and property, and
the enforcement of law in all parts of the United States. In pursuance
of this recommendation, “An acp to enforce the provisions of* the ‘four-
teerth amendment to the Constitution of the United States, and for
other purposes,” was passed, and approved April 20, 1871, Before the
passage of that act, this joint committee was appointed, under the fol-
lowing resolution : :

Resolved by the Semate of the United States, (the House of ‘Representatives concurring,)
That a joint committeo, consisting of scven Senators and fonrteen Re resentatives, !{)’e
appointed, whose duty it shall be to inquire into the condition of the late insurrec-
tionary States, so far as rogards the execution of the laws and the safety of the lives
and property of the citizens of the United States, with leave to reiport, at any time

during the next or any subsequent session of Congress, the result of their investiga.
tion {0 either or both Houses of Congress, with such recommendations as they niag

0

LiBpagy

* Nute, The testimony referred to in this report is contained in a series of volumes separated into
divisions according to tho States to which. t!‘:e testimony relates. There are —— volumes continu
ously paged of South Carolina testimony; one volume of North Carolina; — volumes of Georgls
continuously ~-— volumes of Alabama and of Mjuiulf.pl; and that taken in relation to Flé:'ﬁh
%2&« ‘Tonnessee, including General N, B, Forrest's evidenve, is contained in a single volume entitled

1KK
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deem expedient; that said committee be authorized to employ clerks and stenogra-
phers, to sit dnring the recess, to send for persons and papers, to administer oaths and
take iebtim.dny and to visit, at their discretion, through sub-committees, any portions -
of ‘said States during the recess of Congress; and the expenses of said committee shall
be paid out of the contingent fuud of the Senate, upon vouchers approved by the

chairman of said committee., o . .
. The committee organized April 20, and again met in Waghington on
the 17th of May, 1871. On the 19th, a sub-committes of eight was ap-
pointed, to proceed at once with. the investigation, with authority to
take testimony wherever they deemed advisable, by a sub-committee of
their own number, to be reported to a meeting of the fall committee on
the 20th of September. ‘ o 4= : L
" This, sub-committee took testimony in the city of Washington until
June 29, when a sub-committee of their number proceeded to the State
of South Carolina, and examined witnesses in that State until July 29.
They then rejoined the other members of the sub-committee, who had
daring their absence prosecutéd the investigation in Washington.
‘Evidence was then taken by a sub-committee of three until the bth day
of August, when an adjournment took place until the 20th of September,
a sub-committee, consisting of Messrs. Pool, Buckley, and Beck, being
-appointed to diest in the meantime thé reports of the exccutive officers
of the various States upon their finances, tax and election laws, The
- whole committee again assembled Septembeér 20, and :remdined in ses-
‘sion until the 256th of that month, during ‘which time sub-committees
were appointed to visit and take testimony in the States of North and
-,Spuithi arolina, Georgia and Florida, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mis..
_The eyidence taken in Washington, and by a sub-comritte iy South
‘Caroling, bgving been reported to the joint committee, is hereby sub-
‘mitted; and, as an appendix to and part of this report, is also submitted
‘th'erépoﬂiof the sub-committee appointed to digest the reports-of the
‘executive officers of the States. The testimony taken in Georgia,
Florida, Alabama, and Mississippi, by the sub-cominittees visiting these
Btates, is not yet ‘prepared, and will be submitted with a subsequent
_or supplementary report. o _— o
- 'The proceedings and debates in Congress show that; whatever other
causes were assigned for disordersin the late insurrectionary States, the
execution of the laws and the security of life and property were alleged
to be most seriously threatened by the cxistence and acts of organ.
ized bands of armed and disguised men, known as Ku-Klux.,
~“Inquiring, as our primary duty, into the truth of these allegations; in
those States where such acts have most recently been committed, the
Jjnvestigation necessarily assumed a wider range. Not ouly has in-
quiry been made as to the commission of outrages, as to the execution
of the laws by the superior courts and inferior magistrates, but bad
legislation, official incompetency, corruption, and other causes, having
peen assigned as accounting for, if not justitying disorders, they, too,
hawe, to a large extent, entered into the statements and opinions of
witnesses,. = e | L
There is o remarkable concurrence of testimony to.the eftect that, in
those of the late rebellious States into whose condition we have exam-
ined, the courts and juries administer justice. between man and man in
all ordinary cases, civil and criminal; and while there is this concur-
rence on this point, the evidence is equally decisive that redress cahnot
be obtained zgainst those who commit crimes in disguise and at night.
The reasons assigned are that identificetion is difficult, almost impossi-
.ble; that when this is attempted, the combinations and oaths of the
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order come in and release the culprit by perjury either upon the witness:
stand or in the jury-box; and that the terror inspired by their acts, a8
well as: the public sentiment in their favor in many localities, paralyzes .
the arm of civil power. : : T A
That this ‘oxﬁfmization may not be looked at in the exaggerated light
nf overriding all law and justicé in the communities where it exists; and
that the facility with which the well-disposed people of the South have
adapted themselves to their changed circumstances may be seen, we
introduce the statements on this subject of a few prominent men from
several of these States. . - - . i
Hon. James L. Orr, formerly speaker of the national House -of Rep-
resentatives, now a circuit judge in South Carolina, having spoken of
acts committed in-Spartaiiburgh,‘ Union, York, Newberry, Fairfield,

Laucaster, and OChester Counties, further testifles as follows, (page 4 :)
. Quegtion, In those counties which you have nained, whero these tots of violencs have
been committed by bands of disguised and armed men, has the law, in any instance
that you are'aware of, been execnted ns against them ? TR .

Answer, No,:sir j :the-troubleiis to {ind out who they are. If personskopw; they are
afraid to discloge their knosyledge. . ' :

.. Quegtion, In other parts of the Sft,éte ) can justice bo ailminiﬁtc\tgd i‘?_-;ﬁ i ofdmm:y

cases, civil or eriminal, arising between man and man? - - ‘ A
Anneer, Yes, 'sir; 1 think s —all violations of the right of ‘persons and I;ro&erty.‘ '
Take, for instance, the county of Abbeville, where the negro element is !argely in the
majority,; a¢ tho-last term of the court only, I think, I sentonced eleven colored ‘men
to the penitentiary for various offenses. In some of those cases therc was 4 imajority
of ‘colored men on thé juries, = = A LTt
Question, Do you’ find any difficulty in administering justice in your circuit, through
the medium of mixed juries, whether tho parties on trial be white or black? ...
- dnswer, My oxperience is, that' there is moro indulgence shown by white jnries to & .
colored man upon trial than is shown to a white man. 1 think.'that juglepg,f:’t’;}éﬁé :
eral rnle, would make ‘niore allowance 'or apology Whete a nogro has committed: an |
offenso than they would in the caso of o white man committing the same offemss, on’.
the ground that he.onght to have‘more intelligence than to do such o thing, : Ta that
point of yiew, so far as my ohseryation has gone, I think, if {ere is any leaning, ithas
been by the whité man toward administering the law gently tv the colored man. " .
. Mr, S8impson. Bobo, a leading lawyer of Spartanburgh County, South
Carolina, says, (page 799:) o C oLt
Question. Bo far as concerns.the ordinary offenses ia the community, such as lamuyi

&3., ag?mst the rights of property, you think your courts afford an adequate means o
redross . R L -
Anawer, Yes, sir, é‘;lé‘(}uate; I think; and all'the better class of our people have uni--
formly, without excéption; 8o far as '{ have resson to believe, in such cases brought
O ertion. L the onlisasy limentica between man and man, favolving ivil conteact
uestion. In the ordinary litigation between man and man, involv: contry

is there any difficulty in roopgzg Justice in the courts ? N 'g T h'
- dnswer. Nono at all, I 'mean now, "1 ouglit to make some reservation. I say none
at all, ‘We havé hid no judgés competent to manage the cases; but, so far as the aun-
;bgi_tieq l"gf 1%:; lﬁw are oou_mcerned, rtr%l?::%a been no olll):tmot;om.nntitle:e get ou:
into court. We have cases in our court that have been hero more than. ears, ai
could not get them disposed of for want of a judge, L tb, d

Question, There “vere no courts held during the war at all, were there?

Ansiver, They dil not do much business; theére were no-cases for debt npon contract
during the war, bu! all other matters went on as formerly, . : g

Question, Is tj:ere auy other class of cases except those for injury inflicted apon men
by parties in disguise, and whero they conld not be identified, for which there has not
Leen adequato remedy in- the conrts ¢ v ‘

- Answer, I think none other. - : —
Ex-Governor Parsons, of Alabama, says, (page 98:) ,
Question. Is it your opinion that in any of thése Southern States, with, perbaps, the
exception of South Carolina, this organization, if it exists at all, as o gencral proposi--
tion,'is so strong that tlic State courts and the State authorities cannot control it with.
out the aid of the military power of the Fedefal Government ! . o

i Anaweer. T cannot speak with regard to South Carolina, or any other Stato, so well ae
of my own. My opinion is.that in the leavy negro counties, as we call them in our’
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Ktate, there is a state of public opinion which ~co_mtpl‘ga,tely overrides the law, which re-
ft}s:% tg;;!;force it with respect to a.certain class of offenders aud a certain description
‘of offensés.’ ' - ’ .
Question, How many counties of that kind are there in Alabama ? IR
Answer, In my. opinion, & g‘reat many of these négro counties. I say so because I
‘have no’ information of all the murders that have been perpetrated, but they are nu-
meroug, and I have never known an instance.in which a man has been convicted of
killing a negro. , : , oo
Governor Lindsey says, (page 161:) ;
Question. You think, then, that in the ¢ourts of the State of Alabama the civil rights
of all persons, without regard to race or color, can be adequately protected and secure
Answer. I do, sir, . . ' ' < '
- Question, You think that in all cases of prosecation for crirue justice can e admin-
istered against all offéenders? S o A
Answer. I have no hesitancy in saying that the juries of that State will render ver-
diets according to the law and the evidence with as much honesty and fidelity to-day
as they would have done at any time in the history of the State.  And I may udd here
that in my seotion of the State the colored -man has been cspecially the recipieut of
-care and watchfiilneas on the part of the circuit judges in that country.

‘General Olanton, of the same State, says, (page 244:)

- - Question. You think, then, on a general view of the whole condition of Alabama,
that, éo far as the enforcement of law and order is concerned, it is on the average as
good as that of any other State ? : -

Answer. Yes, sir; as good as any other State.

... Hon. Luther R. Smith, judge of the seventh judicial circuit in Ala-
“bama, testifies, (page 108) |
Question. In the administration of justice, then, is there I{)mcticnlly any obstacle in
any cases other than those of offenses committed by armed bands of disguised men?
Answer, 1 think not. _ ‘ _ :
. Question. Have they been, or can they be; bro'n{]:ht; to justico? . ‘
_...Answer.- Thoy have not been ; I doubt very much whether they can be now, although
I can say that, in the county of Pickens, when I last held court, there had been a very
marked improverent in the sentiment of the community in reference to the enforce-
‘ment of law and ordér.’y - TR b
.- Question.. To what do you attribute that improvement ¥
.., Answer.. To the fact. that men in di:guiso have gone outside of: the political scope of

"offonses—have gone to parties who had affiliated with themseives in politics; and have

" were:isolated cases heretofore, which were never rcached

cudeavored, for mer¢ériary motives, to drive them out of the country,. o
..Xrom the testimony, of M, H, Whitaker, a practicing lawyer at
Meridian, Mississippi, we quote, (page 107:)
Question, Then go back to the @;st'gcna&l question, and state in regard to the exccu-

tion of, the laws, and the security of lifo, person, and property in your State; ... ..
.- Answer. 1 think that, as a genéral thing, the lays are execnted, ns I said before, about
08 well as they were previous to the present stato of affairs’'down there, at leus£ go for
88 1 bave observed, - Before the war I was rather. young, and did not participate in
these things much ; I was not practicing law bofore the war. -But so far as-_mdy obser-
vation has gone, I %hin_k the laws of the State of Mississippi are now enforced as well
‘a8 'they have heretofore been, in' the section of the coan in which 1 live. There
ecause of the inability of
witnesses to identify the parties who violated the law, I£ is impossible in some cases
to identify the parties who commit these outrages, o

- Joshua 8. Morris, attorney general of Mississippi, says, (page 311:)
- Question. Have there not been some proceedings in the United States courts of your
State againat the Ku-Klux ? :
. Ansicer. Yes, sir; and I think they have had a salutary effect. N
Quaﬂoniz . H'ave {be Btate courts failed to check the operations of this Ku-Klux
organization
?muyef. I think they bave—not because of any want of disposition to do it, but
because of the impracticable character of the attempt,

_ 'The evidence of Ambrose R. Wright, a lawyer and editor of Augusta,
Georgia, is, (page 264:) ' |

Quostion. We are endeavoring to ascertain bow far outrages are being committed in
the State of Georgia; what is the general condition of your people as a law-abiding
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people or otherwise ; how far life and property afe secure; and if, from any oause, they :
are not seeure, what is that cause, State the general condition of the people i,“dﬂ_li’ .
country i,;xeléegard to law and order, as fully a8 you can, without being particularly
interrogated. : R LT
Amw%r. Well, sir, the condition of affairs in Geozgiu is good. The laws, so far ag:I-
know, and my information is very gencral, are cnforced by the courts; there is less
crime there now, and there has Leen less for the last twelvo or eightech months, per-.
haps, than for any other time within the last ten or fifteen years, o
O. D. Forsyth, solicitor of the Rome judicial ¢ircuit, Georgia, answers’
thus, having stated that three men had been convicted of robbery, -
when in disgunise, in Chattanooga County, (pages 23, 24 :) .
_Question. Do youn know whether, as o general rule, so far as you have any informa- -
tion tipon the subject, the offences committed by theso armed bodies of men in-other”
places have been prosecuted and punished?. . . v A -
Answer, I bave not Leard of any case of conviction:. I suppste that those I'have
myself convicted are all that have been nonvicted in the 8tate. . - - R
Quegtion. Do you think that in that community theére is in any indisposition to testify
thrmﬁgh gear——to give information against these bands on account of the fear produccd
by them - ) R R T o
yAmwer." I think that has beén theé case to a very considerablo oxtent, and it is yét to,
some extent, But in my o::cuit I am satisfied now that I have the co-operation of iust
of the officers of the court. I have labored to that end, avd I think I have succecdéd,
Question, Do you have the co-operation of the community ¥ - o :
Answer, Well, sir, they are divided. . ‘
Question, How divided ? - ' : , R
~dAnswer. There i3 a gortion of the people who are very anxious to see the Klan
jbroli:gniilp, and to see these parties punished, while there are some, of course, that will
ustify it. . -
Question. Palliate it or excuse it ?
Answer. Yes, sir.

‘While there is this general concurrence of evidence as to the efficiéncy
of the administration of justice by the superior courts, there are com=
plaints that in some instances incompetent judges have i:oe';ean appointed ;
numerous complaints of the incapacity of many of -the inferior magis-
trates ; and in séveral of the States the governors are charged with an

-abuse of the pardoning power, especially in favor of the negroes; alt
of which, assigned as causes for disorder, will beioticed when we coine
to consider those causes, The inquiry inte the present condition of the
late insurrectionary States necessarily involved the history of the suc-
cessive steps which have led to that condition as afféected by the bands"
already referred to; and before proceeding to consider their present
situation, we trace, so far -as we are able to do so from the testimony,
and from official roports, the origin, extent, purposes, and mode of op-
eration of this heretofore secret and mysterious: organization, and the
causes assigned for its existence and earlier actions, S

There are expressions of belief by United States military officers and
others that secret organizations were formed in the insurrectionary:
States soon after the close of the war, hostile to, and intended to em-
barrass the Government of the United States and of the States in the
proper administration of the affairs of the conuntry. Among these were,
the statements -made by Major General Thomas before the reconstruc-
tion committee, in February, 1868, and by General Meade, in his official
report for 1868 as commaunder of the Department of the S8outh., General
Thomas testified as follows : ' o

Question, Do you know a:ﬁ'thinghﬁom information or report of secret organizations
in the South said to be hostile to the Government of the United States ! R

Answer, 1 have received several commnnications to that effect ; but the persons wlio
have given me this information Lave deésiréd that their names should not be ‘mens’
tioned, and as yet no direct accusations have been made in regard to any one persgii or

any class of persons. There have been steps tuken to ascertain tlia truth of the matter,
The persons communicatin/ with me are reliable and truthful, and I believe:their
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statements are correct in the main, But how far this disaffection extends, I am not as
yet able to'say. It does exist to a certain extent, and I am taking measures to obtain
as wuch information on the subject as I.can. - . : "

Question. To what States does this information relate?

Ausicer. It relates to all the States lately in rebellion.

‘General Meade says, (Report of Secretary of War, 1868-769, vol. 1,
[’o 81 :) i ’ . i L . S
Soon after taking comiuaud of the Department; I received comraunications from the
governors of North and Scuth Carolina, urging the use of the troops in sustaining the
civil government in thoso States, and notifying me of thoir possessing satisfactory
ovidence of armed bodies being organized for the purpose of overthrowing the Govern-
ment, 1 had previously received similar communications f: om the governors of Georgia,
J'loridn, and Alabama. : B

‘Neither of these statements refers by name to the Ku-Klux Klan;.

but they cover the period during which it made its appearance. Its
gradnal development may be traced by bearing in mind these facts, ahd
taking up the evidence of General N, B, Forrest, given before this com-
mittee. As he fixes the earliest date for the existence of the Ku-Klux,
assigns’several motives for their organization, and possessed their con-
fidence so far as to know their signs and passwords, aud to be able; as
he alleges, to disband them in 1868, we proceed to considerand compare
his various statements. - His name hpving, as he states, been {requently
used by the public as the organizer or controller of this order, it is due
to him that his own words, as far as possible, be nsed in giving his ac-
count of his relations to it, and we urge the reader desirous of forming
a correct judgment, to a careful perusal of his whole testimony.
, After referring to an interview with General Forrest, published in
the Cincinnati Commercial of September, 1868, and his subsequent cor-
rection by letter of statements made in it, the examination proceeds,
(pages 6 and 7:)- '

Question. Well, with "your assent, I will put the whiole of this a¢count of the inter-
view and your letter of correction, into the testimony.* I will notw ask if at thiat time
you had any actusl knowledge of tlie existénco of any’such order as the Ku-Klux !

Answer, I'had, from information from others,” * - L :

Queation. will you state who they were who gave you that information ¥

Aunancer. One or two of the parties are dead now. :

. Question. Who were they ¥ T

Answer, One of them was & gentloruan by the name of Saunders.

Question, Did he reside in Tennesseo? ‘ o

Ansicer, No, sir; ho' resided in Mississippi, then. He afterward died by poison, at
Asheville, North Carolina, - - = o o

i Question.. Did any other person give youn that information ?

Answer, Yes, uiv } I heard: others say so,;bat I do not recollect the names of them

row. Isay to you, frankly, that I think tho organization did exist in 1860 and 1867,
" Question, In what portions of the country ! , .
newer. 1 do not thinlk it existed anywhere except in Middle Tennessee. There may
bhave been some in a wsmall portion of West Tennessee; but if there was any, it was
very scattering. o
estion. Under what name is it your belief it existed at that timo? ,

Auswer. Some called them Pale Fuces, some called them Ku-Klux, I believe they
wers un 2or two names. '

Quesiiv). Had they an officer known as a commander?

- Answer. 1 &resumothey did,

Question. Was their orgauization military in its character?

Answer, No, sir; I think not. ‘ '

Question. Were they subjxct to command and drill in any military form ? ,

Answer, They were like the Loypal Leagues, and met occasionally and dispersed
again. The Loyai Leagues existed about that timc, and I think this was a sort of offset

s tten up against the Loyal Leagues, It was in T'ennessee at the time ; I do not think

Whs ge ’ : *

Qwﬁm it a political purpose then? :

duscer. | think it had not then’; it.had no political purpose.

- * It will be fonand on page 22 of Miscellaneous Test{mony,
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. Question. You say it was orgaunized-like the Loyal Leagues, or in opposition to them ?
Anewer,. I thiok 1t was in opposition, - =~ ‘ S
Question. Was the purpose of the Lo‘fsl Loagues political 1 R
Answer. I do not rre,spme it was; I do not kdow what it was, L
Question. What did you understand: to be the purpose of the two organizations ¥
Answer, I can tell you what I think the purpose of the orgapization that you. first

spoke of was; I think it was for self-pratection, ;
Question. Youn mean now what is called Ku-Klux? , _ L
Answer. Yes, sir ;. I think that orgdnization arose about the time the militis were
called out, and Governor Brownlow issued his proclamatiod stating that the troops would
not be injured for what they should do to rebels ; such a proclamation wasisatied. Thcre
was a groat deal of i'us‘ecurit{‘ felt:by the southern péople. There wers a "%‘mnt';ﬂ’zhuy'
northern men coming down thero, forming Leagues all over the country,  The nogroés”
were holding night meetings; were going about; were becoming very insdlont; and
the southern people all over ,tixe State were very much alarmed, - I think many of -the.
organizations did'not have dny name; parties‘organized themselves so as to Le ready
in case they were attacked. lgad.x es were ravished Uy some of these negrocs, whio wore -
tried and put in the penitentiary, but were tirned out in a few days ufterward. Thiore

was o great deal of insecurity in the country, and I thirtk this organization was got up.
to protect the woak, with no political intention at all.- - ., = -~ ... T
estion. Do T understand you to say that the Loydl League organization in Teuncs-
see countenanced or promoted orimes of the kind which you have mentioned? -
Answer; I do not know that they promoted them ; but those crjimes:were not pan-:
ished ; there was ver{’gittle law then. , - ) . S .
Question. Was' this beforo the organization of the State government, or did it cou-
tinue afterward¥ o . " o ‘ j
Answer. Well, it continued so for a year afterward. . ’ ‘
?ue'ation. How long, according to your information, did this Ku-Klux organization
exist o . o s ’ . : :
Answer, I think it was disorganized in the early part of 1868, - }
Question, Did it continue until after the presidental election 1 .
Answer, No,sir; I think it was in the latter part of 1867, or the early part of 1863; I
do not know the exact date. . v S
Question, Where' can we get the informotion as to the manner of its dissolution and
the time of it 1 g PR
Anawer. I do not know where you can get it, I never got any positive information,
except that it was generally understood that the organization was brokeu up. - =
Question. Who weré understood to belong to it ? e _
Answer. Men of the Southern States, citizens, T R
Question. Did they speak to yon without hesitation of the organization; as if it
required no concealment ¥ C
Answer, No, 8ir; they did not. _ .
Question. Did they deny or admit its existence ? f
Aunswer. They did not do either ; they did not deny it or admit it.. It was nnderstood
though, among the southern people, that this organization had disbanded about the
time of the nomination of candidates for President of the United States. - s
Question. When they proceeded to carry out the objects of the organization; did they
do it in numbers, by riding in banda? : : ~
Answer, I do not know; Inever saw the organization togetber in my life ; neversaw
them out in any numbers, or anything of the kind. e
Question, Did you get tixe. same information in regard to that as you did in regard te
its origin and its disbanding ? 4 -
b Answer, Yes, air; I understood that they patrolled communities—rode over neighbor-

Question. Did they go in disguise?

Answer, I suppose some of them did.

Qucation, Waa that the general understanding?

Answer, That was the ramor, , , ‘

Question, Did they proceed to the extent of whipping or killing men?

Answer, I heard of men being killed, but I did not know who did it.

Questign. Waa :t done by these persons in di ! ' :

Answer. Well, uh:ie ; there were men killed in Tennessee and in Mississippi by -
bands in disguise. ere were men found down there disguised, white inen and ne-

groes both. , _

The time of the organization is thus fixed in 1866, and by reference
to the proclamation of Gevernor Brownicow. Its existence continued,
according to this ststement, only until the early part of 1868, His
attention, however, being called to this subject aguin, he speaks of

i

e
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havmg gotten the sign of the order early in 1867, and: proceeds a8 fol

!ows, (page 12:)
tion. How did you get to know the sigrs? .
naicer. It was giver to me by one who, I suppose, was one of the mambers.

thion. Did Lo understand yon to be one

Answer. No, sir, not at that time.

~ Question. How came he to give it to yout

Answer. 1 asked him to give it to ine in order that 1 might try and oheck tbe thmg,
1 was trym%V keep | it down s much as posax le.

Question, Who was'h

Anmoér. This man Sanndere, who, I told you, died at Ashevnlle, North Cn.rolina he
was poisoned by his wife there,

Ques tkahenwuit! ' 4 ' ' .
. Answer. In 1867 ; the, ea;ypurtof 1861.
) qmtm. Were yoﬂ trying to nuppreu the organimtion, or tbe outrageo you quak of 1

mqr I waa tryin the ountrages.
WO& m‘ | by coloréd men ¥ o e
_ Aunccr B lo, my object was to keep pAce, | B - P
. Question. ' {;m want to suppress that or, ationt s ' o
Answer, Yea, 1did snppreu it _
. Question, H

_Anawer. Hnd it broken up and disbanded. ‘ :
. Qu at inflaence did You exeért in disbanding it?
;, Answer, Ita.lkad with' different peo %l: tb?‘t I Velieved were connecwd with ib, and.
u,rged its diﬂﬁandment, that it shiould en ap, -

-~ And upon being again questioned as to time of dlsbandmg n, he
changed the date as follows: .
" By Mr, BTEVENSON : - -
thkm. When was it djspemdf : .
p ,Amer ‘In the early part of 1868, : ,
.. Quiestiop. Do you mean in the spring of 18681
Anstoer. Yes, 8ir ; well, it might have been in the early part of the summer months,
I csnnot say; I do not kiiow now. -

o By Ml'. BICK . i
auon. ‘This ,commpunication in the C’inomnnti Commercial bears daté of tha 1st
Beptember, 1868, - Were you speaking of the then’ existing etate of things, or 8 per-
vio y existing state of things?
Anmer. The letter I wrote wa.a in answer to the letter thia man had wn*tm
Qmﬁou. That was in Sepbembeﬂ ‘ v
. Answer, eo, s r ‘
Smﬂon. ou think that &t that éime the orglmizatlon had been dilbu!dod ?
Well, t must hdve boen later than that; it mnst ba.ve been in the latter part
of 1868, I reckon, that it was disbanded.’
tion. Later than_you first thought ¢
nawer, Yos, sir; I think it inust have been in the latter part of lm
m%u:ﬁdgg The date of thil communication would indicate that it was later than you
Anster, Yel, oir,

In the interview referred to, the reporter represented General Forrest
a8 liavitg said of the Ku-Klux:

Well, sir; there is such an organization not only in Tennessee, but all over the
8outh, and }ts numbers have not been :::ffem“d'

Question. What are its numbers, Gen: :

Answer, In Tenneuee there are over 40,000; in a1l the Bouthem States about 550,000
men,

In his letter written ‘on the 3d of September, 1837, to correct ﬂne por-
tions of the interview to which he objected, he eald :

1 said it was reported, and I believed the M Qhoro m 40,000 Ku-Klnx in
'i‘enneuee, and I glievo the organization Atm':g other Btates.
His attentwn being duected to thia oo

(page
TIs that the correction which yon mndo of thl Rad
‘o your saying that there were 40,000 Ku-Klux fn

n, the following ensued

th'atlfeadtoyonin regard
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: dAnswer, I mpde that statement, I believed 8o then, for it was onmntlyxeported tlm;',
there were that number of men. :

On the same page again, he says: .

I told him that T belleved there was an organization in Tenneuee, und thnt it had :
been reported 40,000 strong. I told him that; I said tha,t. ‘ ‘

On page 4 he had stated :

~ 8o far as numbers were concerned, I made no statement. '
’.l‘he subject being again recarred to, (page 26,) results thns :

By ‘Mr; STEVENSON ¢

Queati«m. Now, to go back to this talk with Mr. Woodward aq you uot tell him that
you bel leved there were forty thonsand Ku-Klux in Tenneasee‘l
s Answer, I did not, most emphatically; I told him no sach thing, becsm I &id not
know how many there were.

tion. Did you not tell him that it was reported andthat yon believed there were

forty thousand of them in Tanneueo' ‘

Answer, Itoldhxmit.wasmﬁ)o L

Question. And did you not tell him ﬂmt you velieved m S

Answer. No, sir, L o

Questiog. Did you not believe it 1

Answer. I did not, for I Lhad no more idea tha,n yon had how m:my there wore Qhere.

Question. Did you tell him that. it was reported that there were fort £vhthoumitfxd in
Tenneasee, and you believed it, and that they were stronger in other Southern States

Answer, I did not. I told him it was reported—I may pmbaa? bave said ‘that io
hintxe-atl:nt there were forty thousand in Tennessee. It was repor so, and your pupers
stated i

Recalling thé words used_ by the witness, (page g,) u Some call them
Pale Faces, some call them Ku-Klux; I believe they were under two
names,” we place here for consxderatlon, in connection with that state-
ment, the following, from his testimony on pages 22 and 23-—-an adxms-
sion éhat he was a member of the Pale Faces: . :

gtcation.NDid you not hear of it in Louisiana? -
ma'o f
Question, Did {hu hen.t of the Knig}xts of the White Camelm thera?.

Answer, Yea; ey were repo!

Question. Were you ever a mamber of that ordert

Adnser. 1 was. S

Question, You 7vcre a member of the Knights of tho White Camclm? . o

Anmeer, No, sir;' I never was 8 member of the Kniggtte of the White Camelin.

Question. vfhat order was it that you were a mem

Anawer, An order they called the Pale Faces—a diﬁ'erent ordu‘ from that.

Question. Where was that organized 1 4

Answer, 1donot know.

Question, Where did you jain it? .

Answer. Tn Memphis,

Question. When ¥*

Answer. It was in 1867 ; bat that was a different order from this.

Question. What was that?

Answer, Something like Odd Fellowship, Masonry-—orders of that sort-«for the ;mr-
pose of protectin the wedk and defenseless, &c.

Q . Something on the same {:rinciplen that the Ku-Klux afterward had?

Answer, Bomething similar to that, only it was a different order, for the Purpose of
preventing crime, and for the purpose of protecting each other in case of sickness, or
anything— reventing disorder.

Question. By whom

Answer, By anybod C .

Quatian. ‘rom whom did lhml apprehend disorder ¢ ‘ J

Answer, We am:ﬁen or at thut time ﬁ‘om nea.rly everybody. Theu-e was
% er from all political parties. ‘
Parti frors what class?. :
There was the grestut bittemeu thero betwixt ths nol- '

‘dlm of the two atmiob—-not partioniarly 8o in my neighborhood, but in East Tennes-
see and in portions of Middle Tenuessee. About Memphis we bad no trouble ot all;

‘We nover bad an troublo Mew hin.
' Question, You o:c p

. ‘1 .,:v .
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Answer, It oxisted there.
Qumion Did it extend over Tennessee ?
- Answer;- 1 do not know whether it did or not.
.‘Question. Had that order any constitution ¥
o dnswer. I neversaw any, if it had one.

' 'The ‘correspondent who pubhshed the interview in the Oincmnati
%)mmercml had represented General Forrest as saying of the K
ux . A )

1t is a protective, political, military orgnmzatxon. Iam willing to show any man the
wnstitntxop of the society.» The members are sworn to’ recognize the: Governmeut of
thos United'States. -It does not say dnything at ull about the government of the State

¢’ Tennessee. Its objccts originally wew yrotection agaiust Loyal Léagues aud _the
Gmnd Army of the Republic ; Lut after it Decume general, it was'found that politigul
matters and interests could bist be promoted within it, and it was then made o polit-
ical orgamzntwn, giving its sapport, of course, to the demoeratic party.

Upon the subject of a coustitution of the order, he testxﬂed as follon’s.

‘Question. Had you ever o constitution of the order?
Answer, I suw ono; ‘yes, sir,
Question, Where wad that 1
Answer. That was in Mew.phis.
Question. Who had it f
dAnswer, Well; it was sent to me in a létter.
* fuestion. Have you that constitution yet?
. Angwer. No, sir. -
 @uestion. What has become of.it?
Answer, Well, I burned up the one I had,
Question, 'Who sent it to.you ?
. Awswer, That 1 cannet tell. -
" Question. Did it come anonyuxouslvi
"Answer. Yes, sir; it'camne to me' anonvmously.
Question.: 'What was tho puiport of it T - o .
. .. Awswer.. The purport of that: constitution; us far a8 I recolléct it now, jvas that the
"organization' was formed for self-protection, - The first obligution they took, if I recpl-
“leet it aright, was to abjde Ly and obey the lnws of the conntry ; to protect tho wehk;
Stof t the woiilefi and children ; ohligating ‘themselves to stund by each -other in
“eane of lnenméchoh or tmythlnp; of that wort, I thiuk that was about the aubstu,uce
:of the obligation. .. ‘
_ ‘Question. Was it & aecret organization 1
Answer. ; Ilgreaume it was, S
@ lou. id it aol pﬁtgﬁn to be in the constxtntiou? ‘
newer. Yes, sir; I thi ' :
thion The comtitution rcquired socrecy ¥
dnswer, I think it required secrecy.
mQuqt-i'op Did it require the members of the socicty to obey the ordem of all supu'ior
officers « \ ,
Answer.: Yee, sir; I think so, , ,
- Question, Under What penalty ¢
Aunswer. 1 do not think there was any penalty attached ; I do not recollect now.
Question. Did it refer to,a ritual, or a mode of initiution 1
~ Anmer. I think it did.
Quortion. What wiis the nume of the oq;anization given in that constxtutxouf
Answer, Ku-Klux.- ‘
tion. It was called Ku-Klux 1 )
Wtoi No, sir; it was not'called Ku-Klux, I do pot think there was any nanme
ven . v -
giQnaﬁon No name giveh to it 1
Anaver. No, sir; I do not think there was, As well as 1 recollect, there Wero three
stary in place of a ‘name. I do not thiuk there was any game given to it, A
b l&u;c'aon That is, when it came to the name there was a blnuk and stars in the

Anewor,’ Yea, sir,
g that the name was to bekept secret ¥ '
Answer. Yon are to place four ‘own constraction on that.’
?nﬂon. That is the way it stood—the name of the or, g’anization leﬂ; blank nnd stars
lnAtl pMo;-th:& is the way it stood in the constitution
nsiver.
Question, ave you any ides how that came to be sent to you?




AFFAIRS IN THE LATE INSURRECTIQNARY STATES. .11

Answer, No, si'r;.l do not know how it came tobe sent tome.. ... . - i .
Question. From what point was it sent ? B Ty R R RY 1S VST
Answef. It was mailed from some place.in Tennessée ;. I do. not. recollect now.whut
point it was mailed from. I was getting at that time from fifty to one hundred lettyrs’
a day, and had a private secretary writing all' tho time. I was recetving lotters {renii-
all the Sonthern States ; men com?laining ing dissatisfied, persons whose friends lind
bet;xlil km?id, or their families insu ted,'sm(i they were writinug to'me to know ‘what tlicy
ouy tm 0. . o L . . - : :
uestion, Was there any request of any character to you in connection with this’
constitution? : '
Answer. No, sir. . . R .
Question, There was 1o written communication along with it?
Anower, No,sir,. . -
Question. Nothing to signify from whom it came ?
A”mer. No sir, | ; : :
Question.’ Wu there auything to show where it was printed ?
Question, No printer’s name on it ?
Answer, No, #ixiji:s -0« . o
Question, No place at which it‘was printed ? o
Answer, No; there was nothing indicating where it was printed; there was nothing
to indicate that; I am certain there was not, : o
Question. It was the constitution of a secret society, organized whero? -

Answer. Well, it did not sa{. ' ‘ :
Question. Do you believe that constitution was the basis of the organization whieh
you say existed in Tennessee ? P

Answer, I think it was. ‘ '
Question. Did it require an organization in cach county? - : :
dnswer, Well, I cannot say whether it did or not;. I do not know whether they had
an organization in each county or not, : :
Question. Did the constitution require it? .
Answer, I think not. . e .
Question. Was there a mode of gotting up subordinate and saperior org‘(ani'zétions?f
Answer., Well, I presume there was; I do not recollect now.. Well, if 1 had.thought
this thing would have come up in that w» I would have tried to have gottou hold
of one [ these prescripts, as they were ce e«i, to give to you. - : . e
. Here we ask the reader to' note three points in this testimony: first,
the mysterious manner in which the constitution reached General For-
rest; second, the fact that at the time he was receiving from fifty to one |
hundred letters per day from all the Southern States, from people he did
not know, asking him how they were to get redress for alleged injuries;
third, thgsl;, a}though the word constitution had been used throughout
his examination, he says, finally, when details are asked for, that it was
called a preseript. v ‘ : L y
This was before any reference had been made to a ‘ prescript” byany:
one else in the committee; his change of phrase occurring in page 10 of
his examination,and the ¢ prescript,” which we now proceed to examine,
being introduced on page-28, He said then he did not- believe it was
the same as the one he received—something different, but gotten up on
the same general plan. An examination of that whole document is
invited, and the probability that the “empire” corresponds with a
national organization, the realm” with a State, the ¢ dominion” with
a distmiot, the *province” with a county, and the “den” with the lowest
organization of the order, will strike any one who studies its operations.
It contains internal evidence that the organization existed before May,
1867, was expected to continue three years from that date, and then Lo
again renewed. - [Art. V.] - o ' E
This ¢ prescript” was produced in the contested election case of
Sheefe against Tilman, and is testified as having been obtained in Ten-
nesssee from a rebel soldier. (Mis. Doc, Ho. Rep., No. 53, 41st Cong:,,
2d sess;; pp. 264,266) - - - o ) e,
With this account of it, we desire to place some of its provisions in
contrast with portions of General Forrest’s testimony, leaving the infer-
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ence to be drawn whether the provisions of ‘the one have any influence
upon the other. Recurring to his account of how he obtained the “ pre-
script,” we are struck with the following pr0v1s10n in deﬁmng the powers

of the highest officer in the order :

PRESCRIPT.
He ‘shall have the sole power to issue

copies of this prescript through' his subal--
terns and deputies, for the organization |

and establishipent of subordinate *s, —
Art, iv.’

ARTICLE VIIL 'No oue shall be a mem-
ber of thia * unless he shall take the fol-
lowing oath or obligation :

I, =3, of my own fre¢’ will and’ w-
cord and in. tho presence of Almiighty God,
do solemnly sivear (of affirm) that'
fiever reveal to an
+he **, by any intimation, sign, symbo],
word, . or act, or in any other manncr
whatever, any of the secrets, signs, gri&s,

words, mysteries, or purposes o:

*‘or that I am o member of the same, or
that T know of any one who is & member,
and that I will abide b{ the prescrlpt nml
edicta of the ", So help me God.

On page 29 the request is renewed thus:

By the CHAIRMAN:

| does not: requu‘e that

I will |
.one riot ‘4 member of

o Fomms-r, (page 10:) )
Queetim: D1d you act upon that: pra-
soript :

Answer. No, sir. :

Question, Did {ou take any steps for or-
ganizing under-it?

" dnswer. 1 do not think I am’ oompellcd
to ansyer auy question that would im ;li- .
cate mé in anything; I believe’ the law"

i ehould do anyﬂnng :
of the sort. J

Question. Do you plaoe yonr deolinatxon
to answer upon that ground !

Amwer. 1 do not.

(Page { T

Qneatwn. Were there an; .0 amzatxoue
of this order, whatever it: may be, in your

igliborhood after that time?

Ansicer. I presuime there were before.
Question. Wore there any afterw ara ?
Answer, I think there were.

Question.. Do you lmow any of the mem- -
"bers of them ¥ - '
Answer. No, sir, not now, X do not recols
lect the members of them,
Quéation. Did" you kpow: at’ that tlme
‘who were the'memberst
© Answer, I do not remember.
‘Queestion, Can you now tell us w ho were
the members, or any single member, of -
that orgamm onf
[ Anmer. [1 r &' pause.] Well, that: is
westion I do not want fo answer nosw.:
estion. You décline to answer?.

Anmer. I would prefer to have a httle

time, if you will permit me,

By Mr, STEVENSON :

Question. What is your reason for want-
ing time? _

Answer. I want to study up and find ont
who they were, if I have got to answer the
questwn that is the reaspm

By the CHAIRMAN :

Question, Whht length of time will you
probably rt{g

Answer, Well, mr, I do not know that I
could say now, as I am in the midst of this -
examination. I would like You to pass
that over for the present, and let me bave.

some time to thin over it.

¢

Quéstion, “You destred tie to considot whether you would nge us the names of those

whose names were asked of you.

persons,
Aum I cwnot ‘give you the names of those people; I do not recollect them,
ve the name of one L3an who was dead ; another who was also dead -

yo: did not give%ae name of §

. Two of thesé men bave gone ont of the country ; they are not in the coun- :

o whomtﬂey

) 0D ungquJeﬂ
th. ewvuhllﬁntm'ol
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Answer.: He has gone to Brazil, and has been there for two or three years.
Qdeétgfn: Wl);é.ﬁ woa the riame of thé other? =~ - = Y o
Ahsiber, T'am’trying to think Who ho was ; T cannot call his name to mind
Question; Are thowe 4ll the names you . wish tu:give or ean give? .. . . ¢ ou
Answer. I might -give you more names if I had time to think about the thing.. h,ﬁf
course I have not had time to think this thing over since we spoke about it a while
ago, for I have been intertogated all the time busily. o
Mr. STEVENSON. I should like to have it understood that this witness will give us
these names as soon a8 he can remember them. . If ho cannot- remember- them In time
to appear before the committee and give them, then that he will send in writing to the.
chairman a list of guch names as he may-hercafter remember. : L
Tho CHAIRMAN. That will be very desirable, : , .
. The names have not been furnished, The question is suggested, Has
the clanse in the oath requiring the concealment of who are members
any influence in thus consigning to oblivion all his associates except

now, - !

the dead, and —— Jones in Brazil?
h I.-lxm " ) T. [

Ant, XII The origin, designs, mysteries,
aud ritual.of this * shall never.be written,
but the same shall be communicated orally.

- I, Any member. may be expelled from
the * by.s majority vote of the officérs aud
Ghouls of the den to which ho belongs; and
if after expulsion such membershall assume
any of the duties, rogalia, or insignin of the_
* or in a,ng; way olaim to be a member of
the same, he shall be séverely.punished.
His obligation of. secrecy shall bo as bind-
ing upon him after expulsion as before, and
for any revelation made Ly him thercafter
ho shall- be held accountable in the same

_manner as if ho were tlion a mémber.

VIII Any member - who shall réveéal or

betray the secxets or purposesof this * shall
sufter the extreme penalty of the law.

‘gigns afid pass-words were?.

the pux of recognition
| Sidonlal o - Tecosm

FORREST, (page 11.)

Question. Do youremember whether theye
wero any signs or pass-words referred to in
the pmsoﬁi:tl R

Answer. -1 think there were.

" Question. Were thoy givenin ;3 ordid the

prescript refer to a ritual or mode of initi-
ation for the signs? . o
Auster. I think the prescript referred to

& ritoal, -

Question, Do you know what any of those |

. ver : but I have ot
thought of it in two years, and I do not
know that I could give onv of them,. - :

Question, If you can givé ononow, do 8o, .’
Auswer. 1 do'not believe I could, - You

dnswer. T did know, b

.will havo to let that pass over a littlo while,

if it is nccessary to answer it, for it isa
matter that has gone out of my knowledge
for eighteen months or two years; 1 have
not thought of it in that time.

Question. You~ impression is that the
pass-words and signs wero not given'in the
prescript, but wero reforred to 1n the ritua,
or mode of initiationt :

Angwer, I am not able to answer that ques-
tion; I do not know whether they were or
not, ’ v

‘Question, Have you ever seen those signs
uscd among any of the men in Alabama or
Mississippi? o

Answer. Inover have; I haveneverseen
the orgaunization together.

Question, Or in Tonnessee?

Answer, I have never seen tho organiza..
tion together in numbers,

" Woll, without seeing it togeth-
er, have you ever seen those si%:\: for
between indi-

Answer. Yes, sir; I think I have, -

. Question, You recognized tho alfnﬂ

Angwer. Well, yes, T und it.,

. Question, Un oratapdmi&:t, then, do you
still wish time to cons 'hether you
of them '

could give themi or not? = -

Anewer, I cannot give yon one of the
correctly now fo save my life; I have no
iden I could. It wasa matter 1 know yery '
little about; I had very little to do 1&?
it. Al mdy efforts were addresaed to sto
it, disband i, and prevent it.
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~ When it is ¢onsidered ‘that the origin, designs, mysteries, and Fitdal
of the order are made secrets; that the agsumption of its regalia or the
revelation of any of its seerets, even by an expelled member, or -of its
purposes by & member, will be visited by “ the extreme penalty of the

aw,” the difficalty of procuring testimony upon this' point may be ap-
preciated, and the denials of the pnurposes, of membership in, and even
of the existence of: the order, should all be considered in the light of
these provisions. This contrast might be pursued further, but our de-
sign is vot to connect General Forrest with this order, (the reader may
form his own conclusion upon this question,) but to trace its develop-
ment, and from its acts and consequences gather the designs which are
locked up under such penalties. This particular organization, it may

" REPORT ON 'THE'CONDITION OF " '

also be stated, reveals that it was to operate as the Ku:Klux do—by

night.
Puescrier,

Sic. 12, It shall bo the daty of the Grand
Ensign to take chargo of the grand banner

of the ¢, to preserve it sacrcdly, and pro- |

tect it carofully, and to bear it on all occa-
stous of parade or ceremony,.and on sach
other cccasions as the Grand Cyclops may
direct it to be flung to the night-breeze.

APPELLATION,

F 631128’!‘-

- Question. What was the nameé of the or-

ganization given in that coustitution ?
-Answer. The Ku-Klux, N
Question, It wag called Ku-Klax ?

- Ansber, No, sir;. it -was not.called Ku-

Klnx, - I'do.not think thore was any name
giventoit, . .° - o1 »
Question,. No name giventto it ¥* :
Answer. No, sir; I do not think there
was,  As well a8 -I..recollect, there were
three stars in the place of & name. :1 do

AnTICLE 1. This organization  shall be

styled and denominated the * *. not think there was any name. given to it.

Question.: That is;, when it came .to the
name there was a i}lank, and stars.in the
blank? : o o

Anawer: Yes, 8ir, .
. GQuestion. Signifying
. | to bo kopt a secrot? o

. 4nsier,. You are to place your own-con-
struction on that, Coe

Question.: That is the way it etood—the
name of the organization Jeft blank, and
-|'stars in its place—that is the way it stood
in the constitution? ' »
o Auswer, Yes, sir. . ‘

- Frequent incidental reference is made by witnesses, some of them
members of the Klan, to General Forrest as its reputed head.

'As this organization is said to have continued until 1868, we insert
here extracts from the evidence of two “witnesses examin‘e& in South
Caroling, both of whom distinctly swear they were members of the Ku-
Klux organizations in- that: year. A point of corroboration that the
or?nnizatiq)ns were the same in Tennessee and South Carolina exists, it
will'be observed, in that the ¢ Grand Cyclops” is the name of the chief offi-
cer of a den corresponding both with . the ¢ prescript ” already referred
to, and with the disclosures inade in Memphis in April, 1868, referred
to hereafter in the statement of General Thomas. “ Defore giving these
extracts in further illustration of the character of the organization and
its effects upon its members, it is proper to say that one of the witnesses;
John W, Tomlinson; is a physician by profession, keeps a drng-store in
Yorkville, South Carolina, and is in politics & democrat. The other, B,
F. Briggs, was o manufacturer, is now a farmerand a member of the
houso of representatives of South Carolina, supported Seymour and
Blair in 1868, and is now, to use his own description of himself, politi-
eally, “a- national--‘x_-qmbi{am anti-radical,” “not a southern radical.”
With this kuowledge of their standing and the fact that they were sepa-

that the name was
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: rately examined, the one ot hearmg what the other testtﬂnd, the fol-:
lowing extracts will be appreciated as exhibiting their. consmteucy with :

_themselves and wnth each other :.

'I’oxuxson, (pnge 1267 )
thion. Are you o wmember of any secret

orgapization: in’ this ' country, except the
| initiated npon the gronnd of his ébligation-

Masous, to ivhich you referred !

Ansicér, 1 5n1’:})ose 1 did join ‘the “ Sons
of Teraperance,
ap.: That is the only socret organization
I uver was a-member of, - .

Question. Are you » member of any other
secret organization

' dnswer. No, sir; I'believe not; only the |,

Masons.
(Page 1270.). -
Question, Hmm you no knowledge what-
.ever of the oxistence, either in the persons
or objects, of this organization, commonly
knowu as Ku-Klux, let its real name be
what it ma

- Anstoer,
Klux ;I do'not deny
that order in 1868,
and it never was whut it was. I went to
PlnladolYﬁia immediatoly. afterwards. I
was in Philadelphia, and staid there, and
never :attended another meetmg after I
was initiated.

Question, Where were ‘you initiated into
the Ku-Klux ? v

Answer. In this town. .

Question. Who initiated you?t -

Answer. So help me God, I could not tell
the man.

Question. Do you mean yon did not know |
the man?

Answer. 1 did not know the man, It
was when they -first came around I was
initiated. I never attended another meet-
ing,

Qrmtm Was he a resident of this town ¢

Answer, 1 would not swear he was,

Question, Do you know ?

Answer, I do not know that he was.

Question, Do you know who he was !

Answer. I do not know who he was,
Here is the point: I took an obligation
then, which, of course——. The thing
played out;. it never did come—,

uestion, 'We want to know what that
obligation was?!

Anzoer. 8o help me God, I could not tell
yon ;- 1 was stvoru to sccrecy.

Qmiou. What was m p t

Anower, Its know, oppo-
sition to the
o e Lo e aubte, hief |

o Union e, Myc
is nowa republig& leasou

Qamﬂon. Your c'lﬁaf now is?

“Anewer; 1 swore I wonld not tell who
initiated me, but he is now & republican |

. Question. Just & moment ago, you said

‘but tho organization broke:

1y joined an: order called Kn-‘
it I was initiated in:
The thing  died out,’

Ugion League and the repuly- |
np all the meet?ngs '

Brigas, (puge 14 "»5 )

After admitting his' metnbership he' do-?‘
clined' to reveal - Ly whow he had been

‘of secrecy, andl that Lie was not . bonngd to.
criminate himself, until the actof congreu
was read to him.:

: 1457.) o
Questum. Waa . Tomlimeon one ol‘
em !

Answer, Yes, sir.

Question, Did’ you initiate him ?

Answer, No, gir,

Question, Who didt . |

Answer, 1 do not know. '

Queation Were yon preaent when’ ho
was initiated ¥ '

Answer.’I was not.

" Qaestion, You know he Was & member ?

. dAnswer, Yéy, sir.

Question, How do you kuow ?

Answer. Becauseé I saw him there

uestion. Where t ‘

nawer. 1 haveseen him, I think as well
as I can recollect. I never was {n more
than three or four meotings in my life-
perhaps four; I do not think exceeding
| four—of the order.

Question. Was one of these meetings at
which you yvere present the meeting at
-which he was initiated ?

Answer. No, air. .
Question, How eften did you meet bim
in the meetingls

Answer. I told you I never met him more
than three or four times at the farthest.
Question. How often did you meet him-—

Answer. I do not remember, I do not
remembor that I cver saw him more than

‘Tomlimson ¥

' 'once If Idid, I do not romember xt.

Page 1458.)

Question. Did you' ocoupy uny oﬁcial
position in it § ,

Answer. I will tell yon when I VAN ﬂrst
initiated, the very first night I was. initi-
ated, the{v tendered to me t(he ovclo&s“po-.
sition, 1 thought it very strange. 1kuow,
there was a very thin audience, very few,
aml X rejected it, but thoy it on me

@ me the eyclops, I think.

Page 1459.)
Quauon. ego‘;g:u sworn !
. Yes, gir, -
iatica. Did *hat oath nire von ‘to -
m oppoution to the republican pax'ty at
that time? -
Answer. 1 think not, sir. . Ido not think
there was anytbin ghof the kind mcoq)or
rated in that oath that I tock. ,



on did not know 80 help you who{
_{ﬂ ) p you God,

you
. Answer. 1 said I did not kriow who gave
the oath; .
- By Mr, VAN 'I‘nUMP

Quatum. He makes a.distinotion {

. Answer. I make the distinction between
the man who initiated me and the man

 who aduinistered the oath. Theman who
was: my chief, and anked me to jom, isa
r‘epnbhcan leader, S
By the CHAIRMAN ¢

Question. You mean the man who was the
chief of that Ku-Klux organization !

Answer. Yos, sir; he is now a republican,

. Queation, Who i8 he 1

" dnawer. 1 do not think’ 1 cau tell that.

Question. But we requirp an answer.

Answer. 1 am sworn to secrecy.

, tion, For the pubhc mtorest we Te-
quire an answer,
Anewer, Shall I vxolate an oath ¥
. Question, That will be for you to deter-
mine. The act of Congress, which I will
“reiid to you, if necessary, does not relieve
you from the duty of answering quostions
" thgt may-be necessary.

?(mwar. Shall I violate an oath? The
order aro qlayed out. I donot know what
it is_oallod—ywhether it was Ku-Klux. I

. @id not attend. axwthex' meetmg and the

‘thing played out. .
. Question. You my ou : do not kuow
‘ whether it was called Ku-Klux or not 1

Answer. Ho called it Ku-Klix, although
in"initiation I do not know what it was'
Jed,. - T.could not swear. _
Qz;ect&m. Who else was initinted with
Ou
»y Aﬂmer “Thero is another inc ‘where I
_am sworn to_seorécy. “tell you this’
nqhmnobodv was mitinted. :
Qu:cm Who was initiated at the samo

- Angwer, Nobody oo the aame evening—
: nocmo was 1nitiabed with me;,”
& How many. persons were pres~
.en
Anmer. 1donot know, becauss thie room
was dark, and‘ when I went I found it
was 8§ different orgamzatiou from what X
tkoaght it was gn

Quam You say you do not know how‘
many. pemne were present?’
AW No, sir, I do not, beoause it was:

Quml Wil tha
m. ro one nmn, or were
thnu ton 1

“dnsver. T couldnot na; sir.

“What! buildmg i this town

were you initiated in 1. ..

. Anaoer, Ibwunotinabnnding

tion, Where

L 1YY %Y

"‘“‘"'nbﬂtmin , I told a lie
ard-—it was not in'i.'n old

asit?. -
r, In unold ﬂeldhm_, 1 will tell

"zm 40 tell It pla, A s 1 do
. m Ws i
: 80 | n:ch ‘the o u,to lo;t us

monr ON. m C‘ONDITIOS 0!

an reooll tionof
G s o et o
v'enot. Idonotremember;

Answer. I hay
even the oath.
Question. Your. 1«,1' then waé that thin
Wwa$ an organization for. mlf protection
Answer, That was my understanding.
ion. What is. yonr idoa of the ‘pres.
ent Ku-Klux o .
Anmer I believe. the |iresent Kn&ux
nization, from what I can learn, is a
political orgmization. - L

o T

'y organization & f'-".
emmto the U nyre

__Austoer; No, sir; I do not. temeuibér ol"

Union Lengues having been spoken of ; a3
I told you, I never was at but fow meqt«:
ings'in my life,
estion, As’ you underatood the orgaq
zation ot that time, it was entirely for the.
protection of the membars ugainst nntici-
pated violence by the negroes? . :
Answer. It was for the protection of any
n agaiust an ouilaw or anything of
{: kind, or any good mtizen thut mlght
need protec fon, . ,

- (Page 1463, )
Question. Did Mr. Tomlinson joiu before
you, or-afterward?
Anawer.. My jmpression. is thut ho. Was B
member whion T joined. .
Quiestion. Are you sure that you dld uot

‘persundo bim to join 1 .

"dngwer.: Loni vory certain of it.
Question. Did you not tako him- to. be

‘initiated 1

Answer, 1 am’ very certaiu about that,"

that I-dld-not.

Question, You are clear nbout that t:
Answer, I am very clear about that.

I did not attend any |
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- Awewer. Bt 14 to not in existonos, aid | ¢ R

0 not know whether ‘niy obligation is |
stopped ‘or not. Ben Briggs is tho man | = S
who initiated me—it was in his honse.” _ el
“Quostion. Who'is Benjamin Briggs? : ' o

nower. He is our member of the legisla- |- - S

sstion. Were you blindfolded through
the whole ?or_atiqnt Do o
~Ansiver. Yes; airé ‘there was no initia-
on about it ng the oath. S
Question. ‘Repeatit. - - .
Answer agai T_h: s&bstgn;m Wmi‘?: Ygu xml; : ‘
sworn againat- the Unioa Leagie; bound . o : ot
‘to gecrecy ; and swear that you will doall | . ‘ SRR
things in opposition to the Union League
tlint you ¢an to'bresk it iip'; and also, név-
er to vote for a-man for any oftice that
holdsf-a‘ny‘gb‘ltic)ﬂ in the Union League.
That was the substance of it, * -
Question. Had you no conversation with
anybody else? ' -
, Answer, None whatever; because I took
the train next morntng. - - 7
Quéstion, 'That one person did all the in-
itiation? - . - S
Anstver, 'Yes, sir; he administered the
oath—that is all. - I could not remember|{ i : ‘ S
the sign. I could not tell you now. ' R

The degree of reliance that can be placed upon the bestimohy of -those
who have been or are members of the order, when called-upon to testify
about it or its doings, may be gathered fromn these contrasts.— -~ . -7

Before leaving this subject it is proper to add that William K. Owens,.
a member of the Ku-Klux in Yorkvillein 1870 and 1871, swears (page. -
1364) that Tomlinson was at that titme a member; that the leader' of
hi.s‘(O.wens’s&; Klan informed him that Towmlinson, gar&ioipated in two.
murders, and he (Owens) met Tomlinson and knew Lim a3 a participant.
in the raid upon the county treasury in March, 1871, .the purpose of
which was to capture and kill the county ireasurer, (pages 1367-68.)
Without citing further from the testimony, the foregoing is suflicient to
establish that the organization existed from some time in 1866 until
1868, Its operations during that period, the numberand character of its
victims, its spread through all the insurrectionary States, its disguides,
arms, wode of summoning and disciplining its:members, we ¢lo not pro-.
pose to follow, in detail. The magnitude of the ‘work. prevents the
attempt, as many thousands of pages of testimony scattered through
the reports of contested election committees, legislative committees in
the States, judicial examinations, reports of the Fréedmen’s Buredu, and
department commanders, would have to be examined and ¢ondensed
to ascertain evegf.approximately the number of those who have been

ag urgéd; and murdered by this lawless organization.” "

t brfefly pefer to some of the sources of information ¢over-
at. period before proceeding to speak of the testimony taken by.
6:conmittee showing the present condition of those Statesr~ - .. . -~
TRYNESSEE.—Complaint is made in 1867 of the’ogéi‘@t,iﬁﬁépf the Ku-
Klux in'Tennessee. (See Alppleton?:z Cyclopedia, 1867, article, Tenneuggg
A special session of the legislature of the State was calied,; in 1868.
to provide means of protection against this organization. - A committee
of the ‘legislature which investigated the  subject reported: miuiérons:
instances of these lawless acts, and say in theirreport to the 'le‘g’iw,;'

2Kk
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which is incorporated in the re of the contested: election’ case of
Hlmfe against. llman, (pages 3 10,) 98 follows: =
v {The murders and oun which have been trated in many oounties o( lli

.am} ‘West Tenneseoo, duriig the past few months, bave been so numerous, qnd

A0 aggravated chiracter, as almost b?ﬂies investigation. In these co ties @ &
ror e:dm which: is #o' absoltite in'its natirs that' the best of citxzens aré una ‘
-ahwilling to give free ex Bereuion to their opiniens, ' The terror jnspired by the seerot
orgatiization known as the Ku:Klux Klan. 53 40 at;; that the officers. of he law.are
[powerless to execute its provisions, to dise their duties; or to; brin? guilty. pqr-

ators of these outrages to the ‘punishmeht thev deserve, 'Their ste tby mov‘em

.ore gonerally made undor cover of night, and: tinder masks and disgu in«z
#heir identification difficult, if not impossible. - To add to: the secrecy. which: envelopen
their opérations, is the fact that no information of their murderous sots con-be obtained
without the greatost dificulty and danget, in tho localities whero they are committed.
No one daves to inforrh upon them, or’ take an measures.to bring.them to punishment:}
‘because no oné can tell but that he may ' noxtviotim: of their: hoatilﬂ:y or- anis
‘motity. The mémbers of this organizati on, with -their friends,” aiders, and abettors;
take ‘especial pains to conceal all their operations,: Tho moving: principle by whioli
-they are-actunted would ‘appear to bo Lostility to the State and mtion -suthorities )
and in the minds of these men, to' huve voted for-* Brownlow,” or thie  repablicsn
ticket” or to-bo n “radical,” is'the greutest.of crimes, : Your: coinmittee ‘believe that:
--during the past six montha, the murders, to say nothing of other outmges, ‘would
- averdge one adoK or'one for every twenty-four hours; that in- the W;t wajority of
thew enses they huve been perpetrated Ly the Ku«Kluz above veferredd: tii § nod fow,. if
oy, hlwe boexf bronght to panishiment: ‘A number of tlie counties of this State: ave.
_entjrely it the imorcy of tbis organization, and roving bands of nightly miaranders bid
"4deflanios to the civil authorities, and- threaten to drive out overy mun, white or llack,
‘who does not submit to their arbitmry dictation.” Toadd- to the geiidral : luwlessness
of these oommunltieo, bad men of overy desoription take a&vuntage of the circumstan-
ced . surroundin tpiu em, and rpetmte .acts of violemce, from pemnal or pecunim'\
Muundor plea of pol tioalne«,aqaty.. e iy

-Geeneral Thomas, .in his report dated October 1 1868 (reporﬁ of ‘the
«Beo tary of War for 1868-69, pages 144, 145,) 1 suys 5.

Wlth‘tbe clo-e of the' laat, and begilming of the. neyw; ym,‘ thie Stato of Tennesseo
was disturbed by the strange operations of o mysterious: organization -known as the
,walux Klan, which. firet made its appearance in Giles. County, . -Within a few wetks
it bad apread over a great part of the State.and crested:no Jittlo alarm, - Accounts of
it from mapy sources wero received. at.theso Leadquarters ;. the newspapers recognizel
: lﬁfui‘lﬁnoo by publishing articles on:the sabject, either dennnoiatorv or, with an at-
tm;)t tohgrenk its prooaed?ngs a8 harmleso jokes, mording to tho politiaal opinions of
* P l ”h Q !

ld think it neeemry to take any, action ‘on tly.s information fumished untﬂ
the monﬂs of March, when 'a member of the legislature of Tennessoe sent me n.
. written statement of the doings of: this. ization, saying it.carried - terror. and din-

mr hout tho couutry “thot the civil autborities wers pawerlesa and -z;

. -struck ; wos thmtened and; paked if. something.could pot be
“done by the goneral Government to proteet the’ community H if not, thom was n.nger
: of ‘& bloody colliston, . o Y .

That portion of the press of the Stnte whoso greatest Jabors are to bring odium upon -

: g who sided to: save: the Govérnnient from being destroyed: by the late rebollm),
Ka ‘to deny tha truth of the statements made to me, reflected w{th saverity. upon
‘. "ir unthon p.nd w fortl o‘fy their assertions procgred x;ﬁl pnblﬁhed he certificates oi
ptotoc i ou Lty o pe ST Pt Yt?"t?iz s W

: on e -o ¥l ;police fo at the

- only osused to.bo added farther evidencmnﬁrming the tmm ot‘!a ori ng lntp-

- nente. From this tlme forth, I was in receipt of atories of opp: teuion usd ontrage
. committed by these s&n:dprowm 1t wae evident thattbo old spirit of proacrip-
tion was far from bavin t 3 it bad remained o htentﬂromSytobutotkrth
w&th violenco upon tho

.,
: anhtam.uom Wﬁtm Po!iceoﬂﬁem hu sfre- tho em ot
w of thie ::;' og]t‘ their m:‘eting, seized some papérs’ cot?t aining w! M o bm

whd hls excitement, a8 by these papers one of ‘the oblecky
oo the aangsization of Al Fho Imterred with thor ! oty appesre
T‘be publication of the oatbs at the time hare refmed to. (Kow Yoﬂ;
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inive; "Aptil“14; 1868) shows that the parposes ¢ ‘
officer i8 also & “Oyclops,” corréspond With' the opmms mm P
the acts of the Ku-Klux throaghoat the Southern 8, Wmﬂ .
beitig" avovmd in it as one of ‘the means of accomplishing’ its' purpdees.
Al General Forrest assigned reasons for the stalt)a ngs deseribed
by his testimony, it is proper also to give on-that subject what General
Thomas: aays, who speaks of the disorders i both' Kentucky aund' 'I'em '
nessee, ﬁ?etary of War) 186869, vol. 1, page 151:) .
Mli cause of the unsettled mditlono a it the rément is, thet
w&o’t Mm made by the defeated: insry nt‘o.ainee ‘the: cloﬁ:%% thox:va?' ve
been to promulgate the idea that the cause of. lilmrty, autioo, bumanity, equality, and
?u -the: W “the virtueo ofﬁwedom mf olence’ :xld Wrong . wueni.thm offo;
or southerin indepesdenee Tl ooonrao iended .08 p species of
cant, whereby the. crime of treason mi i'i be covere ~with.a conu . Vi of
tiam, 80 thas the.p Pita 0 rebdl]ion i ht go down'in history_hanﬁ-iu ’
and. with.the dofendm of the governinent, thus wiping ont with their own b
theirown stains;. a apecies of self: ’torg:amming mfu mmntary,whon it i cop~-
sidered that life:and’ ropel‘ty ustly forfeitod Ly the laws of the country, of war, and -
go gagam, thmngh L magna mty of the Govemment and people—-wu not exaoted
~Under this inspirati the education of the bodv of the le moml, reli
and pouﬁcal,mbeeno::nuod to chaunels whe min all might uniga‘:’u mwow“m
impoverilhmouﬁ of .the South; reaulting from war.and its concomitants, the efuancipee.
tion of nlme?‘ and the conseqnent.loss of substance, the am ?uitg' and uncertainty of
political rights and financial values; as well as- %nonal rivalr ave all combined to
stmngtben the éfforts of pernicions teachers.  The evil done haa been’ xreat, and it h
xmt dxscermblo tlmt an immediate improvement way be expectal.

TEXAS.—-—General Reynolds as commander of the ﬁft:h m*nhtaiy dm‘ﬂo&, ~
says; (page. 704, ‘same report of the- Secretary of War:)-:-

Armed orgamzations, generally ktmwn a8 “Ku-Klux Klam, oxist, indépendenﬂy &
in-concert with other armed bmds in ‘mony parta of 'I‘em, lmt are moat nuniord\u,
. held, and’ W e enst of the Trini River,

aéts of the brganization -esnnot be readily hfued,hutmm
thmsuto,tobegodmtm,rob,rgm in. many ‘cases, murder ’ :mmn and':negro

and, as-occasion may offer, marder United States officers and soldiers; also to -
uhto ervory one who known unything of the orgunizatwn, bﬂt who will wt Join it.

litioal ohd, if any, is aimed at b thiese bands I camot oay, ‘but m&luw

m large g:dion the political mestings (barbecues) which have been aud are still being
g\ pna of this Btste, under the mpim of the democratio clubs of tha
dlﬂ'a‘ent ‘couties.

8 éneon; thcir strnndunoe, andin several counties men hwo tmn in-
dicsted ynsmﬂ-dmt. s stand as thowe solcctod for murder, . The wen thes
goint.ed out'have no coutse Jeft them bnt to'leave their homes or be murdared o tho
st convebient opporttmlty' :
The murder of negroés is so common a8 to render it impouiblo to koep acottate ao—
oount of them, .
General Howard reporta, (see same document, page 1052 ) .
“Avpded bmsdc, ling themsélves Ku-Klux, &¢., have practiced barbarons’ cmelﬂia'
i the 'ty Marders by tho desporadoes, who have long disgraced this Stats,

Hipon
are dt mon ooourronce. 'I‘he civil authorities have been overnwed, and, in man
s%&f 333; the bureaa snd mi tnry forces have been powerless to provmt tg’eoumh’-

(l?ﬁlo)ml Beynelds saya, (Beport oﬁSemtary of War, 1860-’70, vol. 1,

P.
For the mppreuion of bands of dupemdoeu which have hifested aliiost every part ,
of the.. Mlﬂdﬂumo{puﬁ imﬁctad for murder, it hu been necuury ;

ﬁi&n‘-'l wnillbawe ald ba
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.- KENTUCKY.—As early as June, 1868, Ku-Klux notices hud &19 sared
in. Frankfort, Kentu«tsgg, (report of Becretary of War, 1869, p. 167, vol.
1;) they had committed murder at Orab Orcbard, in that ﬁt‘at_e’,’ (1d,,
page 187 ;) and the outrages had become 80 uumerous as to conse & great
exodas "of,negroes into other States, (page 105, Genéral Howard's

Vl%wmu.-AtpageloaG: . . : R
-,. The secret organiza,tiom kuown as the Ku-Klox Klan have made their appearar.ce
.in various localities, visiting the honses of crlored men at night, in some casue mlﬁtcinﬁ
opes m.:ound their necks.and threatening to hang them on account of their politic
o S '
" NORTH OAROLINA.—The testimony reported by the'Senate select
. committee shows that the organization appeared there in the latter part
of 1867 or beginning of 1868. ‘ o ‘ R
80UuTH OAROLINA.—The testimony taken by the Election Committee
“of the House of Representatives in the 'contested-election cases of Hoge
against Re¢d and of Wallace against Simpson, in the first and second
seasions of the Forty-first Congress, abundantly establishes the existemce:
and ‘operations ¢f the Ku-Klux in South Oarolina in 1868. One witness,
‘W. K. Tolbert, swears, that members, upon joining the Klan, took an
oath to do whatever their leader directed them to do, and that the leader
of his band directed them to fire into meetings of the Union League
and: kill the presidents if they could, (Hoge against Reed, p. 34;
Mig, Docs., Forty-first Congress, 18t session, Ho. of Reps.)
;- GRORGIA.—General Howard’s report for 1868, (pages 1044-'45, report
-of Becretary of War:) ‘

»;'iﬁt’ﬁ?n’_ei‘pus'f'pht‘gh;;et have been perpetrated upon freed people in this State, some of
~tlpm remarkablé foratrocity, % * oM e N

- T this State, alsg, frecdmen have been dischdrged and driven from their homes for
- yoting - contrary to the wishes of their employérs, White mén have also been
ab_’tueﬁ for the mabner in which they have exgroised the right of suffrage. o

.. A complaint of outrages committed. in Georgia was.referred:by the
General of the Army in°June, 1869, to the general of the Department of
_the Bouth for thorough investigation and report. ~ General Terry, it his
‘véport ‘made ‘August 14, 1869, 'says, - (report of Becretary of War,
1808770,'vol:'1, p. 891) - . . R
I mat ? ‘&aﬁi—u‘o{ the State theére is' prac ‘tiéa'n{;no‘ rovernmént. The worst of crimiés
are committed; and no sttempt is inade to.punish those wlio ‘eommit: them,: Murders
bave been and are froquent ; the abuse in various ways of the blacks is too common to
xcite notice. There can be uo doubt of the eXistence of nusirons insyrrectionary
ofganizations known as ¢ Ku-Klux hs,” who, shielded by their disguise, by the
- secrecy of their movements, and by the terror which they in ré,'"péra?é‘ttaté crime
withi-impunity. ‘There is great reason to beliéve that in some cases local magistrates
wro:in sympatby with the members of these organizations, In many places Yy ave
avel ‘:;gﬁthem and daze not‘,attonm to punish them, To pualsh such offenders by

- cﬂv’ki:g oceedings would be a difficult , even were magistrates in all cases disposcd.
niid hiad they the eome'to do their duty, for tlie same influences which'govein them
equally afféct juries and witnesses, D : : B
PR N PR L e

MO

) R R . i ] . L. o m. -,
" 'That very many of the‘crimes which have been: committed have no' political hear»
2;3,1 helieve; that some of them were prompted by political animpsity, and that most
‘the npiperons lrages wpon freedmen result from hostility to the race induced by

. theif enfranchisement, I'think, cannot be controverted. - o
- . The testimony taken beforethe Reconstruction Committee of the Hotise'
aid a list of freedmen assaulted and murdered, repgrted by the Cominis-
sioner of Freedmen, show the extent of violence in that State during 1868.
(Mis. Doo. No. 52, Vortieth Congreas, third seslon, ~ © =
v ALA.'BAIL. .—In the report of Geéneral Howard, contained in thé report
of the Secretary of War for 1868-69, page 1047, he says: . o
‘Oades of violent outrage ‘apon freed people have not beon very freq quently reported,
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'tMgh the organiisation known as the % Ku-Klux Klau” have abused oolomd m in:
some oecﬁon of the State, o
In tho report of Secretary of War, 186970, vol. ], P 88, Ganeml
Terry says : e
From Boutbern Alabama I Jearn of bntlitﬂe trouble. The middle and no:them parte
of tho State, however, aré in a very disturbed condition. In many localities life an
proparty are very insecure. Crimes are frequent, and the eivil onthorities are ut .
powerless to prevent or punish it, or are careless of their duty, '
Missi8sIPPL,—Major General Gillem, in his report contained i in’ the'
report of the Secretary of War for 1868-'69, page 525, says:
Tha great defoct in the administration of jnatice is not in_the courts; after of
aro once in custody, their trial and punishment nsually follow. Tlxo diﬂculty lien n
identifying and arresting oriminals. In many instances crimes, either of murder ox

aggravated assault and battery, are committed at night by persons in disguise, who
cgmt be recognized by theirr\?xctim or witneases. I“u other instances, th'g:riu’;lnm

flee from the State. .

ARKANSAS.—(General, Howard says, (report: of Secmtary of War for-
1868-69, page 1054 : )

The administration of jusfice by tho civi! mﬂmrities has been far from eﬂ‘ootivo.
Lawless violonce and rufiianimn have prevailed to an alarming extent. .

Three churchese belon ing to freedmen in Ouwhita‘County wore bumed by purti
unknown. ofi ‘the ni,i, pril 4, 1868.  The assistant comanissioner nttributes tlm;
wanton abt to the bitter feolin ‘aboused by the part the freedmen had takon ji thi
then recent election, and etates that similar deeds are not uncommen. The Ku-Klux
Klan serve their mystorious notices and. makeo their midnigbt roungs in different parts
of the State. -

LOUISIANA.—General Howard says, (report of Secretary of War, 1808,
page 1051 :) .y

In some sections the treatment of the colored people hu been deplorable. Out '
and crimes of oyery description have been perpetrated upon them with impunity. .
these sections the character of the local magistracy is not as ligh aw could be desire

}l many of them bave connived at the cscape of offenders, while some have ever .

i;od in the outrages. In other sections lawless rufians have overuwed' the dvil
ontiet, “vig lanoe committees” and “Ku-Klux Klans,” disguised by night;' Mn'*
burned the-dwe and shed the blood of unoffendin .ﬁ freedmen. In many cpses of
brutal murder brou t before the civil aut.homiee, verdicts of justlﬂwblo hoxnimde inr‘.

self-defense have Leen rendered.

The extent to which outm%e and crime were committed, the motwes
ot them, and the means b ich they were accomplished, through dem-
ocratic (,lnbs, Ku-Klux Klaus, and Knights of the thte Oamelia—dit-
ferent names for organizations shown to have worked for a common pur-
pose-—may be learned from the testimony (over 1,400 pages) taken by
the sub-committee of the House Committee on Elections in Louisiana
contested-election cases of 1868,

Taking these statements from official sources, showing the prevalence
of this'organization in every one of the late insurrectionary States and
in Kentncky it is difficnlt now, with the light that has recently been
thrown upon its history, to realize that even its existence has been for
so long a mooted question in the public mind. Especially is this re-
markable in view of the effects that are disclosed by some of this docu-
mentary evidence to have been dproduced by it. That it was used as'a
means of intimidating and murdering negro voters daring the presiden-
tial election of 1868, the testimony in the Louisiana and other contested-
election cases already referred to clearly establishes. ,

Taking the resnlts in Louisiana alone as an instance, the purpose of
the organization at that time, whatever it may have been at its origin,

could hardly be doubted. :
A member of the committee which took that teutlmony thus sams it_ |

up:
The testimony shows that over 2,000 persons.were killed, wounded, snd otherwiu'
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.in tsthithmlﬁvrw Fﬁo presidenti
Bt;te \:l;: oyerrun by yviolen xﬁgn mids oecret mnrdé’ 9100 m
le {n constant terror nntxl thp republicam nnrrenderod all’ blaimo, pud

O e e R L
o B o 9 ave 1Y votes:
g ave Grant 1,178, » falling 5&:}1{;{ 15‘ Votes, gota rpvaﬂeg

ms‘f ,s;*

aweep ng ‘eity of . qw rle ‘'with scenes of

ux notices wore soattered zh the city waruihg the colared meid ﬁot to &'o
In Caddo there were 2,987 mpnblicmxs. In the spring of 1868 they carried tho pariuh
In the fall they gave Gmnt one vote. Here alao there were bloody riots.-

“But. the moot mmnr‘:r le cue is tlmt of Sk Laudry, » planting parish on; the ‘river
Tec Hore the ont of 1,001 votos. In the. apring
ofl c:lycarrled t)m‘ishb{ themllt ey ave Grant no vobe, 8ot oh e
w 10 the 4,787, tho. full voto of: the parish, for Séymotir and 'B ir,

ocorirred one .of (the bloodiest’ riots on record, in whioli the: Ku-Klux: kmﬁl

ndwo ded over two. reublic ntin 4 ohasing them for twp duya
:.nd ni gnh throy geldh;uml;im e m' h ‘bgcﬁp:{ vso \‘vlzi‘cgtg en ﬁg)m ‘?}w nll
dnd sh ot. A pile of tweut ~ﬁve deud bodwa wils found half buried tu the' whoad,
Bavin ‘corigjuered thé rapubholms, killed and driven. off tho ‘whits ' lunders, the’ Ku-
#KJux captired.the masscs, marked them with badges of red fluniel, enrolled then. in
clubs, led them to. tg; lls, made them :vote the democratic twknt, uml then guve
them eertxﬂcatel of ¥0
* "Having thus 8 ii)oken of the on{gin and existence of this order, tracing
‘ 1t from 1866 until after the presidential election in’1868, we now con-
Zlixd:: &t a8 dxsclowd by tesumony relatmg princnpally to n:s acts: after
Iy meo )

" General Forrest BRYN that it was ui dérstood to have extended into
f«Korth Alabawa, Mmmslp?x, and North Carolina, . To what extent he-
‘olaims to have disbanded it in 1868 hie doesnot clearly state ; we under
“'stand him aseeferring mores especially to Tennessee.

- Bnt whatever may have been the organization which he snpposes ‘he
disbanded, or the nam«lw lﬂy Wh{;?q it wasl then lmownzi it is cle:: th%t‘; the .
- urposes are, and._have been uutil yery receutly, sought to be ac-
o mnlfshed by, the saine. 0eans. . ﬂl‘ho gmu,nc Ku- Klux is atill digtrjbu-
-Yod under apec{ﬁc names in varions States and iox;almes such as ¢ White
x’oﬂlerhood ”Q vsution,al nion Guar ls, “In igible. Em iree,*,' in’
FHorth arolinu; “ JInvisible Circle,” in South Oaro ina; “Pale Eaces”
'dke.y i1l Tenpessee;  Knights of the White | melm, il Louisiana, &c.
Binep, the report of General Howard, in 1368 ‘o dembonstration of ¢
der. that hige attrgctegl any attention has béen reported in Virgin
‘While the or, nization 18 still believed to exist, it has been mactivqs 'in
LATKRUSAs a1 ( Louisiang anq, until very recen Iy, iu Texas. A few iso-
1o of recent occurrence are reported in Tennessee. . North gud
‘Bouth Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, and. Mississippi_have. all
- been, infested in certain localitles {) these bauds agd bmassed by their

mes, and the committee’s mvestigatmus weré therefore directed. to

: m;m:m OAROLtNA.r—The have appeared in greater or less- oxtent tn
,Nort}l ai‘blin Jinthie coui es of Oringe, Alamance, Rutherford, Cleve-
BIIC annstqn, nooln, Catawl)u, Chatham, Haruett Lenonr,
.Oasw 3 AN
, report made by the Senate select oommitwe st'uted the patire
gq aracter, of the organization, its odths and operitions, s disclosed
the:tenhimony then taken and we, do_not. propose. to repeat them.
ce that report was: made tine Ku-Klox again appeared in s rnid- upcm
thq town of Butherfordton. aml &éatrqyed thie office of the Star, o repn
Jhdah newspaper, whose editor, T, B. Carpenter, was_then in’ ’\'PVash ng
ton, sammoned. 98 8. witness before this cominittee, They were in Jarge
ised and armed, searched for a man who hud testified against
ars, -inquired for Judge Logan, the circuit Judge, an said
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théy would kil him if he did not qtit-his course, - Ho hadl been on 5
orx‘tl:%l o in Wis‘oMicial capacity, to havé the Ka'Klux tried for their ¢ibm
an &

beel: ‘s witness before the Senatemvestigatmg committee.; and
when hol(}l:;n(f Mr. Justige in (*ustody, intending to kill him, they deolared -
that if it'had not been for him, (Judge Logan,) Mt Oarpenber, (the'edi-
tgl‘;,) mixd slglm, (J natxco,) ‘they could managa t;htngs in that _coanty ds
they plea
Mr. Carpenter and Judge Logan both - bemg absent! they proceede(ll"
to the house of James M. Justice,broke it open, took him tfrom his bed,
‘ruelly beat him until he became msensible, then dragged him into thie
street, aud, with no gorment. upon him-but his night-shiit, compelled
‘hitn to-go with them in-his weak and faint- condition through the rain
to's wood some.quarter of a'mile or more from the towi, yelling with
cxultation as they went, and informing him that’ thoy wex‘é going to kil
him. - When the crowd assembled around him the.chief atinourced him-
‘self ‘a8 such, and the motives which prompted this eonduct will best ba'
shown by giving his own words addressed to’ Mr: Justics': BRI

S
He then conimericed telling. mo bow mean I had’ been in, anj portin th r‘i k¢
"party, aid advocatibg principles that gaye ne Ffoes ‘the right to voto nnd hold "offics
und uaked meif I did not khog that tho Constitiitin, ns they had'it before the'hegrods
‘woks froe;:was better. ' I told him that very likoly it was better ; that I had neyersaid
it was nob hetter, but that the one we had was lawful, and I had beon supporting it
Ho said: “Itw nll not be lawful Jong; weare going to break up that demned, infamors’
thing, nnd we aro going to kill all ‘men like yotz who advocate and supp l‘tt_:_i y:wisoh
Government or Constitution,” I'said': * You will have n big:task ; tho Gover 5
very. strong 1 have been sipporting it with o great deal of - mspect, and I 'ma; ‘u“
wrong in it.” Ho saill: ¢ We; know all.about that; we.know, onr duty, and o will
serform it. 1 have come here to- -night with, ‘positive orders to take your, life; it lins -
{meu decreud in' camp, - Wo can get rid of you to-u!ght, und we kndw how t.o gef.' rid-
of just sich mien as yon.” :

Mr. Justice {s a lawyer, a membér of the house of representatives of
North 'Oaroling, & native of the State, and was at that.time 'ﬂiﬁkin :
opposition to the calling of a convbntion to amend 'the' constitutwu
the State.. His life was finally spared, the chief relenting’
promi; teg to give infofmatlon, npon’ the next Butorddy night, ot da-
appointed place, as to where Aaron Biggerstaff, the witness veferred to;
might be' found, ‘to cease taking any part in- the ‘canvase 6 inst ‘the
convention, and to be a true friend of southern people. This determini-
tion of tlie chief was very distasteful to many meubers of the party aud
‘their protestatlons evince the spirit and purpose of ‘their order & thatf
.date, which, it will be remembered, was after the passage of the twt of
20th April, 1871 ’l‘hey were as follows:

One of them said, “Dowt'you tirn_the ‘dumn’ rascal 16ose; he says lie aon’t kndw
any of us, but if y ot ‘turn l:im loosp hié will go right off and’ swea; to every ot of s
aud he will io to. Washington, in Jess than a week, and have the troops here 4
glay hell wit u%aud have every one of us taken up; damn him, kill him. now. wo

ave got him” Tholittle mau smd, ¢ Romember our oath ; Justico and hnmunit;
thmk be repeatcd that threo times.. Ho said, “ Hero is a mait who : prothises i, {gmt: :
deal; T bave heard him ask you all here to-night to charge Irim wish any yrropg-d -
oxoept his political courso, and you have (%iled 0 it; .you havo nothing. dnﬁt‘t’
bim,  Now t ns, talk uhout thw thing.” They. mswere«i }}n Ly saying ,! very
damned rascal that*wo 5&(’, hold of promiscs aa ir as Lie dogs.” 'The, man said, “'This
fellow is & di!lcmnt k you say 80 youi-selvu “if he makes yoii (3 promiu, I
believe he will koop it,” . And tlwn lwugni ‘said, ¢ Romembot yonr outh’s justice and
hmmnabity” I think he referred to that three or four ti “The ‘were lotd ul
elumerouo in their: protestations; ugqinst Totting . Yw (T declnro( that T mnst |
k .-One man, on & horse, d e»lamd that I should ﬁi od. Thia chief man Fl 1684
tour on i & nitole right’ aronnd 'ine ‘and ‘said, “ Don't shoot here‘; i'du ‘will'shoet'
friends” - Ho then talied with me sgain aboat Biggem&‘ and asked if I conld niw’ ia '
and find'him. - £aid ho, % Our friends have had him twico, and ho hi promM h
times that he wonld.not. tell, apd said that he did not know us, and beth ¢imes be. hus
gono ight off, as soon as he could get to the oﬁcm, and sworu: .gaimtumua bmght .




puble ; 7:.and then he said.to me, “ Da you khow that -our camps ‘have lately.

1}, boen: sssembled, and that we have taken s fresh oath ta the effect that we will kil
eyery man who swemvagﬁm? us in tho United Btates courts?” . I said that I did net -
know that.  He said, “ It is a matter of fact. Now ,Bifgem’tatf ‘has “testified 8o, noOt
only.once, but twice, and he has got some of our friends into‘a heap of trouble; and we

- will have to kill him. ' If he leaves this State aud goes to another State, all we haveé
t0.do is to send a decree to another camp thepe, and they will kill him, . And you may
as well show us where he is, 80 that we can kill him, for we are bound to kill him'any-

- - After the chief’s command had been given to spare his life, and obedi-

~ence to it demanded, the following enisped: ~ TR
. After the men lad oll gon out of sight, the chief said to me, “Theso fellows want
“to'kill you very badly, but I' want to save you if I can. ‘I have'an absolute order: to
tike your lifo ,'x:'nlgh{; ‘But T: will ‘toll fop' something about our rnlos. - We may bé:
ordered to go.and whip: a man, to give:him 8 gertain number of lashos, and be/day
“behaye insuch a way.as to Justify our.tnkin%hia.!ifef. . Thon: wo may e ordored to tako a.
man’s life, bt if he Liehaves 89 as to justify us'we may spare him. . I think you ought
to 'he spared; and I want to do'it, and I'will do'it if T cani’ control’ these men, thongh'
-they. seent to be very'ambitious: towdrds you, and I think ontirely too much 8o, ': You’
- kniow most; of . these men, I think, if youooufd seo'their fuces, for they are men you are
acquainted with,  But you don’t know we; you never suw mo, until to-night ; I have:
heard of you, and mg friends know you weh. "I, thibk from the talk I bave had with
'yoii’ $o-night that they are mistaken about you, If you will stop adgbrting'thc
' dn;limeéi“re’diod party, I'think you will bé all right, and I-should like to know yoa in
“ourorder” .o : e g ST

- 'This chief said, althongh. most of the men in his company were from
North- Carolina, hé himself was from*South Carolina. This-case, with
-others occurring in several counties of the State, subsequently underwent
judicial investigation before the United Statés circuit court at Raleigh,
and they are, referred. to hereafter in the testimony of David Schenck.
~«‘A/detail of the number of cases in this State, dccurring since those be-
“fore'testified to, and additional to those before reported, is impracticable,
- 'Chey #re quite purierons,and present the sime general character, beiug
-wommitted by men in disguise, armed, at night, and assigning the same
-motives for their action. - At the late term of the circuit court held in
- Raleigh there were found by the grand jury, underthe aets of May31,
1870, and, April 20,1871, true bills of indictment against 763 defendants.
. Oftﬁese,ﬁ()were tried . and‘ 24.convicted, :23. pleaded guilty, 13 were.
“acqnitted, and as to 9 the district attorney entered @ nolle prosequi. The
-evidénce there elicited under judicial 'sanction and this enforcement of
‘the;laws are evidently tending to the greater security of life, person,

énd property in that State, .. .. . ... T T
.~ That the influence of ail good men is needed to sustain the courts and
o restrain the public sentiment which heretofore permitied stch bar-
‘batous crimes to go unpunished is manifest Wlien it appears, 4 it does
in the testimony, that State senators and members of the house of repre. -
‘sentatives are members of that order, Hor, Plato Durham, a. former
wember of the legislatare, admite’ hé ié a member of the Invisiblo Euz
‘pire, 8o ;Inﬁmﬂslﬁéyei‘al‘..:!nembmtsiﬁ',t_beizleglﬂ»!at»;r@. who are algo in .if..
- Mr. Drrham was himself » democrstic candidate for Congress in 1870,
 ad taking his own statements, those of John Harris, (page 201,) and of
“Marcus M., Wells, (hage 215,) also miembers of the order, to say hothing -
 of the confessions of indicted criminals and the testimpny of vidtims of
_ their cruglties, it wonld seem thiat the time has durely come Whep
~men claiming to be-good‘cihzetﬁg;:bnt%esbeci&u%tﬁ 0.
' party:whose interests the miscresnts of the Ku-KI

3 _ nts o ux
arge their duty alike to their'party an
“$rand, convict, and Kﬁnish; as crimingl
d& , guides, ant I

this- organization in North Caroliba wes ‘at frit
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demed, and as ita true chatacter has been and is: yet often’ called in' q Tos
tion; both may be very: clearly’ adcertained by a study of the’ &eﬁmqny.
of 'David Schenck, ©84.; 8 meémber’ of ‘the bar of Lincoln Conity; | kpp
362:415, y) -and. & mtneas called by "the  minority. of -the -committee.
He is:oné of those who in the cbanged state of sentiment that he admlts
has been brought about iii-that State by tlie enforcement of the adt of,
Congress, now claims credit for Maving withdrawn from the Tnvisible
Empire when he found . its members were committing v1olence. ‘His .
account of ‘his initiation and subsequent efforts, communication. with
other members of the order, his views of its purppse and his acknowl:.
edgment that he feared to. denounce it lest his own lifer would be endan-,
gered, indeed: all his. statements, are mterestmg, and we commend théip.
to those who: desire to appreciate the situation: of ‘the ¢itizes who dld
oppose and ‘denotince these marauders in’'a community where éven an
initiated member was nqt safe’in doing 80. 'He was initiated in Gaston’
County, October, 1868, a§ & ‘member of the Invisible Emplre, and sags -
that. he took the same oath recently revealed as taken Ly the Ku-Klux
in York Oounty, South.Carolina, and published with thelr constitation.
The consututlon, he says, he did not see at that tinie, but.was informed
that the object of the society was political.. What that political charac-
ter was will be besb gathered from his own. words, (page 384 ) >
Question. Repeat t6 18 a8 'near as you can the obligation ou'took.: ¢
Anawer, I cannot do it except by refreshing my memory by that. &mper‘ i I hswe not .
» oopy of it, and I ocannot tell you from memorYl but: I think that theae arg.the.
- words of it,,a8 near as I can recollect. T think the first obligaﬂpn of it wos that we.
#ere in" favor of. constitutional libierty as handed down to ua by our forefathers, I
+hink the'idea incorporated was that we were op goaed ‘to the amendmerits to the Con-:
stitution. - I desire to explaif in regard to that that it was not to be~at least; I did not -
mtqnd by:that that it shoulgl be—foreible resistance, but a'political principle: ; _I undar:,
go be merely the incorporation of the democratic platform of 1868, the platfouq .
'mn w hich' 8eymour and Blair were rauning, 'It was tho incoyporation of those prin- -
oiip}eu. 16 was explained to me 68 nothing more than a: dcclamtion of political prin-
(& p 60 oy P

The: oath itself is as follows, (page 399 )

1, (uame,) ‘Before th e t imtinonlate Jadge of heaven and’ éarth, and upbn tho‘
Holy Evangelist ‘of hty God, do; "of my own free will and uecord, subs(mbe tc"

tho followmg pacred,.bin ng. obli‘gn.tmn i
am on, ‘g gl o of justice an humumty and conatitutwnal liberty, as bequeathed :
orefa :

to us ‘by our: them in its oxigmal puri g'

IL 1 feject and oppose the princli of the radical’ urty. . :

111, I pledge aid to a brother of the Ku-Klux Klan in sickness, distress, o t‘Eﬂcgnisu'v '
embarrassmoents, - Females, friends,; mdows, and their Louseholds shall b

ob{ et of my care and ?robeotion. : :
V. 8honld I'ever & ﬁe or causo, to be divulged, any of the scerets of this ordet. :
or any of the foregoing obligations, I must meet with the fearful punishment of death

and traitor’s doom, which is death, death, death, at the hands of the Lrothrén, - "«

‘Wit these views of the purpose of the society, and saying he: beheved
that it was not to' cormit violénce, he was initiated in the preserice of
BOme five or six disguaised men with whom he had Just Leen in conference :
in a democratxc meeting, When asked to give the names of the parties
who took him in the order, his Teply was a8 tollows, (page 383:)

i ou ntlemen, would not ress mo for these things upo “im) resei 1,
thot:?: I wil{ gieve &g?n ’to‘gon if 3 you p ress me; but I will statog;ny ng for :?skm; t‘; s
be elieved from it, - Those parties I know have never comtiitted any violehee, and 1~
know they have uged their'influetice against it, I'know the organization I joined gy
never. committed any violence. I haye inquired:of those gentlemen ﬁe«t satly, andﬁ .
nox, if their names are made pnbho, jt will lnbject them to a. persecution y Scoggxps s
an otbeu. '

With the ‘avowal of his knowledge that they had never aommltcted
any violence, when pressed to name the six or eight who were preseut
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at his‘initiition, he names J.:L. Lowis only; the man who pe rformed the

" ceremony, and-as to the others, said, (page 383:) -
_+Lidid not know them:from‘Adam. I did'notknow a men present--not aman. ! /!
- . Hesays he does not know yet who they were, - Notwithstanding' his
anderstanding of the object as purely political, he admits, (page 384:)°
. After I joiued it I was ashamed of -it, and never was in a meeting afterward;-*'*.*
| There,never has been a moment.sinco éhgt Fdid not regretit, : . . . .o
-+~ I a carefully. prepared: paper.giving his views of the origin of :the.
society, iits purposes and :his connection with it, he says, (page 385:) -
"I'do'viot think, ae far as iny observation dud informsation goed, that there was any ili:
formity of understanding about it, or that there was any,connociing system between tlb
different conuties where they. prevailed. . . R I Iy
. And yet,in his testimony, he had already stated his belief ;that:tlie
organization in Gaston County in 1868 ¢ was an off-shoot of the organ-
ization in South Qarolina,” and again states (page 413) that they were
80 far identical . in: different counties as to .aff

diffe ord the. means of retog-
nition and communication with each other. . He also states, (page 385:)
. ‘The obligation; as repeated to me, was simply & declaration of*those principles which
Lopenly espoused, and I honegtly thought then, and.do now, that the original :puipose
of those who Initiated wie, syas to promote party interests in g lawful way, but it either
béciiing perverted, or they wete mistnken in its objécts, for it degénerated into & mob
of -rioters and ‘marauders, whp'-l)luﬁddrediand"dbuged friend and foe alike; spariiig
neither ' party nor.sex; it became:n dangerous and fearful conspiraoy'again‘si socioty,
~gnd wawg. fortanately Lyoken up by its .exposure, though I-belicve that it would .soon
have been ¢rushed by o union of all parties against it, even if there had been no Fod-
., Mr, Béhénck places the date of. his withdrawal from the society as in
Januaty or February, 1870, and that he was recoghized as & mémber is
fully 'evident from the statement lie makes of tis consultation with ‘the
-1ian’ (Greer) who became chief of the ¢ circle” in that county for the
putpose” of stopping, by an ‘order to be issued by him, the Violence it
. had been committing. This, he says, was'in the fall of 1869 and when
- Greer afterward spokeagainstyiolence, i¢ (Schenck) ¢ gathered, from gen-
eral information among the members of the order,” that he had incurrey,
tHe ‘displeasure of the violent mon for 8o doing. . ‘ ,

““After manifesting great réltictance to give the names of any of Lif

tpllow-members, npon the ground that if he did they might be joine¢

-with him a8 defendants in an indictment and he be deprived of -theis
testimony, hé procecds to give anaccount of several ot their meetiuge
(thiree or faur);gallefd, at his office to organize a sogiety of members whe
‘would'take “an obligation that they would commit no violence; that
‘they would use their influence to prevent it.” That society they did.not
suceeéd in organizing, . S
* . At this point, three other meetings, besides the oné at which he was
initiated, are introduced thus, (page 390:) .
71 bad néver been in n anceting | f, 1868, u

, s from October, 1868, until ‘Christuas week, 1860—eix-
teen months, I think I was in &u‘eo meetings from that to the last of January. " Then
,ig]wa'%' hii:hbnded of disorganized, and thero%?ixi'b'oeu no meoting held in Lincelnton
since that. - A
‘ ’;éj",l‘hé’inquigcv@ms;td be made by him for awthority to organize such'a soci- -
~ety,and Mr, Schenck got from somebody, he does not know who, (it recalls -
General Forrest's receipt, of the  presctipt,”) s sheet of foolscap Cous
taining. information’in regard to it, sent from Gaston County.”  This
also was afterward destroyed. ' But- this sheet of foolseaj) reappears:in
another part of his testimony; from which we ‘take it ‘to place ‘the fise
made-of ‘it in contrast with'these efforts to stop violetice. 'On thé Sut-
day-after Christuias, 1869, not later than o week ‘or'tén’ days after that
time, just about the time they * were talking about putting down this
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violenee,” three men, named Heury Fité, Frapkiin Beaves; and Thotmae'

A. Hope, called on Mr. Schenck; pold him théy wished to organize @’
Klan, and'asked him if he would gssist; He declined, . They said: they
had beeén told in Gaston County that he could tell them sll aboat it.
He:said: he knew nothing about it. - They:said a part of the constitution
had been sent to liim. He then aaid all-he had was this piece of foolacap
paper, and he gaveit to them. :In a week or ten:days they returned ity an
-he destroyed it.: He sayshe warned them against violence, and told them
it they did commit-it speedy punishment would follow.. . He declares he
. did not know they belonged to the order, and he.did mot toll- them that
he did ;- that he did-not give the sign of recognition; and 1id not know
one of them when they came to him, - It turned out, a8 he now says,
tliat Hope was a “low man,” Fite'a ¢ very violent man,” who at‘tonwar‘(i
went: on: raids; and Reavesis a fartuer, who lives # at a distance in the
country.” This i hisi(Schenck’s) testimony. -~ - S
.Hopé on:the:1st of Deceniber; 187 ge,éthis witness, Schenck, was exam:
ined .on ‘the 8th,) went before United -Stutes - Coinmisgioner Vest, and
made affidavit that he had been a member of the order: since the winter -
of 1869, and took the same oath to which Mr, Schenck testiles, gives
his account of the interview with Sc¢lienck, and says that they went
there having ‘been informed that he was the chief of the-county, and
told him they wished to organize a Klan with Fite as chief; that Reaves
gave him the sign of recognition, which Schenck returned.* Schenck
said he was not chief; that Greer was ; bhut he could give them authority,
and did give thein the counstitution, by-laws, and oath, under which they
went on and organized ‘a Klan at Kligh Shoals, réceiving enmphatic
instruction to be careful of the papers so that the secret would not got
out. ‘He.also states (page 399) that in a subsequent conversation heé’
heard Scbenck say ¢ that he was opposed to raiding, but if a raid wis
hecessary it. would be better to hang to a limb'than whip, as dead men
tell vio tales.” T T o T
_This; with other testimony of Hope, being read to Mr. Schenck, ‘was
denounced by him ‘a8 ¢ a base tissue of falsehoods.” ~Whatever difter-
elce upon SOMe. j;.E,()intg; may exist between these two members of the
same order ‘in different spheres of life, and testifying under different
circimstances, the facts agreed to by both, that the interview took place, .
that the constitution was ft;'m'ished by Mr. Schenck, at a time when he:
says lie wanted to stop Violence, to these men he did not know, for the
purpose: of organizing another of the societies whicli had already; as
he says, been perverted into a fearful conspiracy against society, the
fact testified to by Hope that High Shoals Klan vus ordered out upon a
raid to kill-w negro, in the spring of 1870, which failed only becanse
other Klans did not meet it 48 arranged—theseé facts are 80 significant
that it is needless to comment upon the weight of testimony given by
members of this order to exculpate it or themselves from the odiam
which will justly cling to all who are responsibe for its existence or ite
crimes, ‘ , AT
. Mr. Schenck’s withdrawal from the order counsisted in bis saying: to
members of .the. organization that he would have nothing more to do
with it, and this he says he did in January:or February, 1870.  There-
was no-public annouucement of it. How vehemently a party so sitaated
would condemn to their faces men 3t whose hands he feared his life was -
in perjl.may-be inferred from biy statement of his-fears to denvunce
them publicly. In April or May, 1370, Governor Bragg, chairman of the
democratic State committee, wrote to him asking him to exert his influ.
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ence to stop. these outrages being oommltbed that they were injuﬂng
the conservative party. He says, (pp. 377, 378 )

:I'roplied that I had slréady been using all the influence I had agamst lt, liut Ifeiu
afraid myself to come out publicly and denounce these men. He asked me to call a’
public meeting and denounce these men. . I wrote to him that I was afraid:to do it;,
that these men were of such bad chsracter that Idid not care to incur their dlsplea.sure
- Mr.-8chenck states that similar commumcatlons passed between Gos'-.
ernor Bragg and Plato Durham, (the same heretofore. named,) now un-.
der indictment in the United States court. .Several times (pages 377, 393,
403) he repeats that he would have mcurred personal danger if he had
denounc hem, saying: ,

I would not have done it for any a.mount of money ;. I beheve I would have been»

-risking my life to do it. Isay so candidly. (Pa.ge 394.) .

And that was the prevailing feelin gin that part of the State in the.‘
latter part of 1870 and early part of 1871. That the members of the
order had not even then given up, or very much distrusted Mr. Schénck,
is evident from the fact stated by Liin, (page 391,) that when he wagdefend-
ing a criminal charged with murder a éapmm of the Klan came into
the court-honse drunk and whispered to ‘him' that his men, Ku-Klux,
wére coming in to take out his client and hang him. Against this Mr.

-Schenck protested and the man afterward when sober said he had told
_him so that it might be prevented.

- Notwithstanding this fearful state of socmty ho testifies tha,t the or-
ganization has heen broken up by the instramentality of the Federal
prosecutions and the moral sentiment of the people against it. He states
also that the trials at Raleigh were conducted fairly ; that Judge Bond
is an able lawyer, an upright man, and an excellent judge, (pages 389,
394 ;) that the juries acted fairly, rightly, and Justly, rendered just ver-
(hcts and that the defendants are properly punished.  With these ¢ 'ul\
mxss:ons we direct attention to the whole -tone and tenor of dhis testi-
mony as calcualated to discredit the Federal officers in the discharge of
their duties in the enforcement of the law aitned adt tliese criminals,

Space has been given to this abstract of Mr. Scheuck’s testimony
because he has been the last witness examined, and testifies as to' North
Carolina. As that State was made the first sub_ject of examination, it
is proper that:this evidence should be quoted as an example of the
progress that has been made since the existence of the erganization was
denied. His testimony establishes—

First. The existence of the Ku-Klux. ‘

Second. That it was opposed to the thirteenth and fourteenth amend
ments to the Constitution.

Third.' That it was a political organization based upon the democratlc
platform of 1868,

Fourth, That it was either perverted by those who controlled ity or’
they deceived those whom they took into it, for it became u fearful cour:
spiracy agalnst society, committing atrocities and crimes that richly

eserve punishment. '

Fifth, That it demoralized society, and held men silent by the terror
of its acts and by its powers for evil.

Sixth, That reliet has come through the instrumentahtv of the act of :
Congresa and its enforceniént, aided by a better public wntnment. R

SouTH OAROLINA.— After the presidential ‘election in 1808, tlie
operations of the Ku-Klux ceased in this State until o short tlme{
before the election of 1870. " The contest was upon ‘the’ governor:
atd members of the legislature.  Upon the‘one side the candidates
were, for governor, R. K. Scott, the present executwe, and for heu
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tenant’ govetnor, ‘A. M. Ransier, nominated by the republicans, and
supported by ‘that party. - Upon ‘the other was, for governor, Hon:
R. B. Carpenter, and for lieutenant.governor, General M. O, -i3ut1er, =
nominated as - reform . candidates and -supported . principally ‘by the’
democratic party, claimigg to have with it such republicans as made
opposition to the corruptions and abuses of the State government.
The cativass was 'conducted ' with spirit throughout the Stateé, and
no uiusual amount of violence or disorder ensied. General Butler
alleges; that in his canvass disturbances of meetings were caused by
the negroes at Chester, Lancaster, and in Charleston. It resulted in-
the election of Governor Scott, and that result and the party character
which the contest assumed we state in General Butler's own words,
before proceeding to consider the hostilities which followed it. He says,
(page1199:) Lo | o
ion, That campaign, you tesulted in a majority of 33,000, when ‘you thi
tht?r?g% more ﬂg‘zﬁlpls,%%byrép:gyi,cad ,majoﬁt;! ,J y ’009’ .n ‘y h,mk'
Ansiver. T do not believe thatvin‘aq‘qﬁare stand-up fight there would be more.
Question. Do you mean there wero 16,000 against the reform };arty, or that that is the
actnal divigion hetween the republican and democratic parties? -

_ dnswer. I think that is about the actual division between the democratic and i‘epub-

lican votes. . o _ :
Question. You think the republican majority in this State is about 15,0007
duswer. Yes, sir ; about that, o -
Question. The excess over that you attribute to the fraudulent administration of tho
election laws? , , . , ’ . .
dnswer. Yes, sir,

. Question. Thereforo the contest assumed, according to your idea, the form of not one’
l)ex\\l':(?:lx reform and corruption, but really between the two parties, if that was the
rest S : :
- dnawer, Yes, eir; I think it would bonarroweddown to that. Wehoped, in the nom-
ination of Judge Carpenter, to sccure o republican vote, and I supposed weo wonld get
the best among them. 'I-thought we would at least get some repiblican votes and
secure tho election of better men, - We nominated - republicans on our ticket—~among:
others a colored man—showing that the movement was not partisan ; but I think that,
in the end, hardly any republicans voted with us—none except a fow ; he brought no.
strength at all, ' L o : - L
‘Before the. election Governor Scott had organized. and armed. the
colored militia, alleging that it was necessary to protect them against.
violence.. This action was very objectionable to the democratic party,
and its members testify that. they believed it to have been for the pur-.
pose of impreperly influencing the election, and that it caused great:
alarm. Judge Carpenter himself states his belief that. Governor Scott -
orgla_nized them to prevent the colored men from voting the democratic
ticket, . S e ST I
Some of the arms belonging to the State militia were stored at the’
town of Laurens, in eharge of Joseph Crews, who is represented as,
having made incendiary speeches to the negroes during the campaign.
A state of feverish excitement evidently prevailed throughout that
region, and apprehensions were felt of collision between the whites
and blacks. Upon several occasions they were upon the eve of conflict
with cach other, both before and - upon the day of electian, at
varions points in the county. It. is asserted upon one side, and
denied uapon the other, that there. was ‘a preconcerted arrange-
ment on. the p